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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Darrin Bell
THE TALK

Publication: May 2023 Manuscript available April 2022
Editor: Retha Powers

Acquired in a two book deal, this graphic memoir by a Pulitzer Prize winner for
Editorial Cartooning offers a deeply personal meditation on the “the talk”
parents must have with Black children about racism and the brutality that often
accompanies it, a ritual attempt to keep kids safe and prepare them for a world
that—to paraphrase Toni Morrison—does not love them.

Darrin Bell was 6 years old when his mother told him he couldn’t play with a
white friend’s realistic water gun. “She told me I’m a lot more likely to be shot
by police than my friend was if they saw me with it, because police tend to think
little Black boys—even light-skinned ones—are older than they really are, and
less innocent than they really are.” Her worry was well-founded: years later in
2014, a policeman shot and killed Tamir Rice as the 12-year-old boy played
with a toy gun in a Cleveland, Ohio park. No charges were brought against the
officers.

Now with a 6-year-old son of his own, Bell examines how “the talk” has shaped nearly every moment of his
life into adulthood and fatherhood. Through evocative original illustrations, THE TALK is a meditation on
this coming of age—as Bell becomes painfully aware of being regarded as dangerous by white teachers,
neighbors, and strangers, and thus of his mortality. Drawing attention to the brutal murders of African
Americans like Trayvon Martin and Eric Garner, and showcasing his award-winning cartoons along the way,
Bell takes us up to the very moment of reckoning when people took to the streets protesting the murders of
George Floyd and Breonna Taylor.

Darrin Bell, recipient of the 2016 Berryman Award for Editorial Cartooning, the 2015 RFK Jr. award for
editorial cartooning, and UC Berkeley's 2015 Daily Californian Alumni of the Year Award, began his career in
1995 at the age of 20. While serving as the Daily Cal's staff cartoonist, he began freelancing to the Opinion
pages of the Los Angeles Times, San Francisco Chronicle, and the Oakland Tribune. In 1997, he co-created
the comic strip "Rudy Park" and self-syndicated it to technology magazines. United Media launched it into
newspapers in 2001. In 2003, Darrin launched his other comic strip "Candorville" into newspapers via the
Washington Post Writers Group, which also began syndicating his editorial cartoons in 2013. While WPWG
still syndicates Candorville and Rudy Park, Darrin moved his editorial cartoons to King Features Syndicate in
late 2018. He's also a contributing cartoonist for the New Yorker. Darrin lives with his wife and two children
in California.

5



Henry Holt Nonfiction

Andy Cohen
GLITTER EVERY DAY

365 Quotes from Women I Love
Publication: November 2021 Finished books available
Editor: James Melia

From New York Times bestselling author and host of Bravo’s Watch What
Happens Live with Andy Cohen, GLITTER EVERY DAY is a quote-a-day
collection from divas, housewives, and larger-than-life celebs that will
inspire and brighten, so you too can remember that every day needs a little
glitter.

Andy Cohen has made a career, and a life, out of making the ordinary
extraordinary. In GLITTER EVERY DAY, Andy gathers his most loved,
laughed at, and needed words of daily inspiration, affirmation, and (just
enough) intoxication to make any ordinary day shine bright.

Whether it’s Cher telling us, “The better I look, the better gay men feel”
(yep!), or Sonja Morgan reminding us age is truly just a number with, “It
wasn’t a walk of shame. It was a victory lap at my age,” each bit of

GLITTER EVERY DAY will infuse your day with a laugh, a pep talk, and a shot(ski) of fun. Alongside
these 365 curated sayings and quotes, Andy writes about the people and experiences that have made him live
one of the most over-the-top, joyous, and exciting lives that any little boy growing up in St. Louis could dream
of. And like Andy himself, this collection is irresistible. GLITTER EVERY DAY reminds us all to take time
to appreciate the fun in life as only Andy can. So, pour a drink, put on your heels, and always remember to let
yourself  shine.

Andy Cohen is the host and executive producer of Watch What Happens Live with Andy Cohen, Bravo’s late
night, interactive talk show. He also serves as executive producer of The Real Housewives franchise and hosts the
network’s highly rated reunion specials. Cohen has an active following on social media, where he commands
over two million followers on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. He has won an Emmy and two Peabody
Awards for his work and is the author of two New York Times bestsellers, Most Talkative and The Andy Cohen
Diaries. Born in St. Louis, Cohen is a graduate of Boston University where he received a B.A. degree in
broadcast journalism. Cohen is on the board of directors for charity Friends In Deed and currently resides in
New York City.

Praise for Most Talkative:

“[Cohen] is funny as Augusten Burroughs used to be…[Most Talkative] requires zero interest in Top Chef, Real
Housewives or anything else on Bravo to find him highly entertaining company through this joke-filled joy

ride.” —The New York Times

“Andy Cohen’s new book, Most Talkative, is laugh-out-loud funny. Anyone who likes pop culture will really like
this book. It’s a perfect read for this summer.” —Anderson Cooper
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Chelsea Conaboy
MOTHER BRAIN

How Neuroscience Is Rewriting the Story of  Parenthood
Publication: September 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Serena Jones

In this groundbreaking exploration of the postpartum brain, Chelsea Conaboy,
a veteran journalist, argues that much of the experience of motherhood is
driven not by the vaguely defined, reductive idea of “maternal instinct,” but by
the most rapid and dramatic neurobiological period of  change in an adult’s life.

In recent years, scientists have discovered that the surge of hormones at
childbirth sets off both structural and functional changes in the mother’s brain
designed to meet her baby’s basic needs in those tenuous first days, and then set
her up for a longer period of learning how to parent. These changes are so
dramatic that researchers can easily sort the women who have had a pregnancy
from those who haven’t, and the emerging science is providing key insights into
the wide-ranging experience of motherhood—from the intensity of emotions to
the unexpected upsides to its larger role in species survival. Amazingly enough,
some of these neural changes are also traceable in the brains of primary

caregivers who are not biological parents.

The story that exists in science today is far more meaningful than the romanticized idea that mothers spring
into being by instinct, and more complex than the notion of an impaired “mommy brain.” Yet, until recently,
neuroscience has remained almost entirely absent from the public conversation about what it means to be a
mother. Chelsea Conaboy weaves together her own and others’ personal stories, cutting edge neuroscience
and social psychology, and the writings of feminist scholars to produce a new narrative that reframes the
conversation around parenthood.

Chelsea Conaboy is a veteran journalist, specializing in personal and public health. She was part of the Boston
Globe’s Pulitzer prize-winning team for coverage of the Boston Marathon Bombing and more recently, has
worked as a freelance magazine writer with bylines at Mother Jones, Politico, The Week, The Boston Globe Magazine,
and others. She lives in Maine with her husband, their two young sons, and her own changing maternal brain.

British: Weidenfeld & Nicolson

Rights sold: Croatian/Leo Commerce, Dutch/Ambo/Anthos, German/HarperCollins, Hebrew/Matar,
Hungarian/HVG Könyvek, Italian/Bompiani, Korean/Cocoon Books, Polish/Marginesy, Portuguese

(in Brazil)/Companhia das Letras, Russian/Mann, Ivanov & Ferber, Serbian/Publik Praktikum,
Spanish/Ediciones Urano, Turkish/Kronik
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

William Deresiewicz
THE END OF SOLITUDE

Selected Essays on Culture and Society
Publication: August 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Caroline Zancan

THE END OF SOLITUDE is a passionate, probing gathering of over 25
years of groundbreaking thought on culture and technology and its effect on
the human spirit, by one of  our most respected critics and essayists.

We’ve never been more connected as a society, and we’ve never been more
afraid to be alone. In THE END OF SOLITUDE, William Deresiewicz
examines the relationship between the self and society and culture, brilliantly
calling on some of the great thinkers of the past on the subject, from Lionel
Trilling to Wordsworth to Wolf, all to ask the crucial question: what do we
lose when we lose solitude? He shows us our unprecedented levels of online
connectivity have affected everything from our leadership skills, to the caliber
of our friendships, to the ability to multitask. He examines the loneliness that
true leadership often entails, but also the value of true, deep friendship, as
opposed to the fleeting friendship of our hundreds or thousands of Facebook
friends.

Again and again Deresiewicz looks back to examine how we got here, observing that “far from being
ordinary and universal, friendship, for the ancients, was rare, precious, and hard-won,” and showing us how
friendship, like everything else, has been evolving through the ages ever since. He calls our attention to
popular works and figures and trends from our culture, from Mad Men to Merce Cunningham, to our
obsession with food, with thoughtful, often deeply personal meditations about what these phenomena and
our love or respect for them say about us. Throughout, he holds a mirror up to the behaviors and attitudes we
increasingly take for granted, and, some would say, at increasing cost, and provides the tools to create a
deeper, more thoughtful, and perhaps even more meaningful way of  thinking, being, and interacting.

William Deresiewicz is an award-winning essayist and critic, frequent speaker at colleges and other venues,
and former professor of  English at Yale. His writing has appeared inThe Atlantic, Harper’s, The New York Times,
The American Scholar, and many other publications. He is the recipient of  a National Book Critics Circle award
for excellence in reviewing and is the New York Times bestselling author of Excellent Sheep, The Death of  the
Artist, and A Jane Austen Education.

“William Deresiewicz is one of  my favorite cultural critics working today…His subjects here are
wide-ranging…but his depth of  knowledge and precision of  thought make this collection its own succinct and

deeply satisfying entity. It will be a permanent fixture on my bookshelf.” —Meghan Daum, author of The
Problem with Everything: My Journey Through the New Culture Wars

“Restless, shrewd, probing, melancholic (in a good way!), William Deresiewicz’s essays seek out the largest of
questions…skewering pieties with a deliciously rapier wit, daring us to imagine more intellectually honest ways

of  encountering the world.” —Laura Kipnis, author of Unwanted Advances

Rights sold: Chinese (simplified)/Beijing Tao Zhi Yao Yao Culture

Rights sold, The Death of  the Artist: Chinese (complex)/Rye Field, Chinese (simplified)/Beijing Tao
Zhi Yao Yao Culture, Russian/LIVEBOOK, Spanish/Capitan Swing, Ukrainian/Yakaboo
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Cin Fabré
WOLF HUSTLE

A Black Woman On Wall Street
Publication: September 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Retha Powers

WOLF HUSTLE chronicles Cin Fabré's time as one of the youngest of the few Black female stockbrokers
on 1990s Wall Street. Think of  it as the story that Jordan Belfort’sThe Wolf  Of  Wall Streetnever told.

At only nineteen years old, Fabré pushed her way past poverty and into the brokerage firm VTR Capital.
However, during her ascent from cold caller to stockbroker—the only Black woman to do so at the
firm—Fabré endured constant sexual harassment and racism to then amazingly be promoted to broker, going
on to land a $200 million dollar whale client, the owner of Manchester United, at only twenty years old. Fabre
bore witness to the inequalities in the system: rampant sexual harassment, racist micro- and
macro-aggressions, Latinx and Black employees forced to do the drudge work with no real prospects for
promotion.

Taking up golf to fit in among the boys and taking part in wild escapades involving Hamptons parties, alcohol
and drugs, while never truly feeling like she was a member of the club, Fabré saw the stakes constantly raised,
as more firms engaged in questionable activity. Trading frantically—and successfully—Fabré grappled with
what is truly most meaningful in life, eventually beating Wall Street at its own game.

A pulsing, cinematic tale that unflinchingly interrogates a behemoth industry at its most raucous, WOLF
HUSTLE adds an urgently necessary and previously missed perspective on race, gender, and economic
disparity.

Cin Fabré grew up in the Patterson projects in the Bronx, and joined Wall Street at nineteen years old as a
cold caller for VTR Capital. She became one of the youngest Black female stockbrokers in the history of Wall
Street, successfully executing lucrative deals, only to walk away from it all in pursuit of a more meaningful life.
Following her time on Wall Street, Fabré moved into private investing. She currently lives in New York City
with her wife, Irina.
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

J.C. Hallman
ANARCHA

Publication: October 2023 Manuscript available October 2022
Editor: Retha Powers

150 years ago, a racist and controversial Alabama doctor, J. Marion Sims (“The Father of Gynecology”),
began four years of experimental surgeries on a young enslaved woman named Anarcha (“The Mother of
Gynecology”). This unholy matrimony has a scruples-testing legacy: In telling the stories of the “Mother” and
“Father” of gynecology, ANARCHA excavates the history of a heroic lost slave woman and deconstructs the
biographical smokescreen of a surgeon that history has falsely enshrined as a heroic pioneer. Like The Immortal
Life of Henrietta Lacks, together, these narratives tell a single story that corrects an error calcified in history and
illuminates the sacrifice of  a young woman who changed the world only to be forgotten by it.

J.C. Hallman grew up in Southern California. He studied creative writing at the University of Pittsburgh, the
Writing Seminars at Johns Hopkins, and the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. His work has been widely published in
Harper's, GQ, The Baffler, Tin House Magazine, The New Republic, and elsewhere. Hallman was a recipient of a
2010 McKnight Artist Fellowship in fiction, and a 2013 Fellowship from the John Simon Guggenheim
Foundation in the general non-fiction category.
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Anne Hull
THROUGH THE GROVES

A Memoir
Publication: June 2023 Manuscript available May 2022
Editor: Caroline Zancan

THROUGH THE GROVES is a richly evocative coming-of-age memoir set in the rapidly changing Florida
groves of  the 1960s, by a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist.

Anne Hull grew up in central Florida, barefoot half the time and running around the orange groves where her
father worked as a fruit buyer and “flocks of white birds lifted from the backs of cattle, disturbed by the
jackhammers and bulldozers clearing land for Walt Disney World.” Anne’s funny, 500-watts-of-charm mother
taught fourth grade, her grandparents owned orange groves and an iconic farm stand of their own, and her
little brother tagged along in envy of  his big sister.

Vividly atmospheric and stirring, THROUGH THE GROVES is an honest and clear-eyed look at all the
grit and magic of one very memorable childhood, but also an exploration of a brutal, sometimes wonderfully
strange and ever-changing place. The summer Hull turns seven, we watch the citrus wilderness she calls home
dissolve into corporate expansions, just as her family and sense of self are coming apart, too. Her father’s
alcoholism finally implodes her parents’ marriage, and her mother, a wit and lover of culture, makes do with
the little the family has without him.

As she grows into adolescence, Hull has a nascent sense that she might be a lesbian, an identity that clashes
wildly with the narrow confines of womanhood in the only place she’s ever known. By the time she begins
college, Anne is on the brink of a meltdown. She drops out of Florida State, sells beauty products for Revlon
in Ft. Lauderdale, and, finally, flees north. She intends to never return to the orchards. Until the death of her
parents takes her home and forces her to reckon with the place and the people she comes from.

A story about outgrowing the place you’re from and returning home to it with new eyes in adulthood,
THROUGH THE GROVES is also the story of  Hull’s journeyout of  the groves and into a life of  her own.

Anne Hull is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, who wrote for the St. Petersburg Times for 15 years and The
Washington Post for nearly two decades. She won the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award, the American
Society of Newspaper Editors Award, the Worth-Bingham Award and many other recognitions. She’s been a
Nieman Fellow at Harvard, a fellow at the American Academy in Berlin, and a visiting professor at Princeton.
She has written for The New Yorker. She lives in Berlin.
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Gary Janetti
START WITHOUT ME
(I’ll Be There in a Minute)

Publication: April 2022 Finished books available
Editor: James Melia

In his instant New York Times-bestselling book Do You Mind If I Cancel? (Flatiron
Books, 2019) Gary Janetti had us laughing out loud as he recounted the pains
and indignities of everyday life in the way only he can. Now in START
WITHOUT ME, Janetti returns with a hilarious collection about how
sometimes the things we most want to get done and over with are the ones that
define us for a lifetime. In the vein of David Sedaris and Jenny Lawson, Janetti
turns his acid tongue, and secretly beating heart, to the moments and times that
have defined him, no matter how embarrassing or annoying they might be to
admit.

He’s bothered that he has to play football in high school gym when he’d rather
be in the guidance counselor’s office, faking sick and dishing about the latest
dramas on his beloved soap operas. He’s annoyed when, as a kid growing up in
Queens, New York, there’s a serial killer loose in his neighborhood, but Carole

Burnett is on tv and he really doesn’t want to miss it. And don’t get him started on how a perfectly planned
vacation can be ruined by a bad hotel room.

START WITHOUT ME is for anyone who has ever felt like they don’t quite fit in. For all of us that have
thought, just maybe, those small, petty slights that life flings at us, over and over, are worth getting our
feathers ruffled over. A book for any of us that have felt the joy in holding a lifelong grudge. Which is to
really say, START WITHOUT ME is for all of  us.

Gary Janetti is a writer and producer of such shows as Family Guy, Will & Grace, and Vicious and the author
of Do You Mind If I Cancel?: (Things That Still Annoy Me). Since the publication of Do You Mind If I Cancel?, Gary
will star in and produce two forthcoming shows for HBO: a reality series Gary & Brad Go To… and an
animated television series The Prince, which chronicles the daily lives of the royal family through the eyes of
Prince George (voiced by Gary) and co-starring Orlando Bloom, Condola Rashad, and Tom Hollander. He
lives in Los Angeles.

“Pithy and profane, this entertains from start to finish.” —Publishers Weekly

“Gary’s razor-sharp wit comes alive in Start Without Me.  A hilarious collection of  laugh out loud stories!”
—Andy Cohen

Rights sold, Do You Mind If  I Cancel?: Russian/EKSMO
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Kimberly Jones
HOW WE CAN WIN

Race, History and Changing the Money Game That’s Rigged
Publication: January 2022 Finished books available
Editor: Retha Powers

HOW WE CAN WIN is a galvanizing breakdown of the unfairness of
economics and issues of our social class structure facing Black people and other
marginalized citizens, growing out of political activist Kimberly Jones' viral
video, “How Can We Win?”. Viewed by more than 2 million people worldwide,
the impassioned speech has captured the attention of such luminaries as Ava
DuVernay, John Oliver, Lebron James, Trevor Noah, Gail King, and more.

“So if I played 400 rounds of Monopoly with you and I had to play and give
you every dime that I made, and then for 50 years, every time that I played, if
you didn’t like what I did, you got to burn it like they did in Tulsa and like they
did in Rosewood, how can you win? How can you win?”

The book will expand upon this statement and others Jones made in the viral
video posted after the murder of George Floyd at the hands of the police.

Through personal experience and observations, she will illuminate the causes of economic disparities Black
Americans have faced for generations and offer possible solutions to combat them in a system that is still
rigged.

Kimberly Jones is a former bookseller, and now hosts the Atlanta Chapter of the popular Well-Read Black
Girl (WRBG) Book Club founded by Glory Edim. She has worked in film and television with trailblazing
figures such as Tyler Perry, Whitney Houston, and 8Ball & MJG. Currently, in addition to writing YA novels,
she is a director of feature films and cutting-edge diverse web series. She also regularly lectures on working
and succeeding in the Atlanta film market. Her first book, the YA novel I'm Not Dying with You Tonight,
co-written with Gilly Segal, published in 2019.

“An impassioned and actionable call for leveling the playing field." —Publisher's Weekly

"In a voice that is equal parts clear, unflinching, and hopeful, Kimberly Jones fills in the missing pieces to the
puzzle of  Black American economic disparity. So much of  the truth has been (purposely) hidden in the dark,
but Kimberly brings the light. A must-read for everyone ready to fight for true equity." —Layla F. Saad, New

York Times & Sunday Times-bestselling author of White Supremacy and Me

"Kimberly’s message is as clarion in How We Can Win as it was when it erupted from her being in her now
famous viral video…This book is a liberatory map I desperately pray we all follow." —Sonya Renee Taylor,

New York Times-bestselling author of The Body is Not An Apology

British: Text Publishing
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

James Kirchick
SECRET CITY

The Hidden History of  Gay Washington
Publication: May 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: James Melia

Washington, D.C. has always been a city of secrets. Few have been more
dramatic than the ones revealed in James Kirchick's SECRET CITY.

For decades, the specter of homosexuality haunted Washington. The mere
suggestion that a person might be gay destroyed reputations, ended careers, and
ruined lives. At the height of the Cold War, fear of homosexuality became
intertwined with the growing threat of international communism, leading to a
purge of gay men and lesbians from the federal government. In the fevered
atmosphere of political Washington, the secret “too loathsome to mention”
paradoxically held enormous, terrifying power.

Utilizing thousands of pages of declassified documents, interviews with over
one hundred people, and material unearthed from presidential libraries and
archives around the country, SECRET CITY is a chronicle of American
politics like no other. Celebrating the men and women who courageously

decided that the source of their private shame could instead be galvanized for public pride, Kirchick offers a
reinterpretation of American history told from the perspective of the citizens who lived in its shadows.
Sweeping in scope and intimate in detail, SECRET CITY will forever transform our understanding of
American history.

James Kirchick is an award-winning writer and author of The End of Europe: Dictators, Demagogues and the
Coming Dark Age. A visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution and columnist for Tablet, he has reported from
over forty countries and his work has appeared in the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Wall Street
Journal, the Atlantic, the New York Review of Books, and the Times Literary Supplement. Previously, Kirchick was
writer-at-large for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty in Prague, a fellow of the Robert Bosch Foundation in
Berlin, and an editor at the New Republic. A graduate of Yale with degrees in history and political science,
Kirchick resides in Washington, D.C.

“In Secret City, James Kirchick tells a Washington D.C. Cold War story that few have heard: how the political
obsession with secrecy, together with the fear of  communist influence, distorted perceptions not only of  gay

people, but of  reality itself. Weaving together political, social, and cultural history,Secret City offers an
unexpected corrective to the historical record.” —Anne Applebaum, Pulitzer Prize winning author of Gulag

and Iron Curtain

“A remarkable, hugely impressive accomplishment — exhaustively researched, skillfully told, erudite, heartfelt
— that speaks not only to the impact of  double lives on our nation’s life but also to the individual toll of

veiling your soul. It makes me sad. But more than that, it makes me grateful, for all that has changed since
those days of  lies and whispers.” —Frank Bruni, Contributing Opinion Writer,The New York Times, author of

The Beauty of  Dusk
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Paul Koudounaris
A CAT’S TALE

A Journey Through Feline History
Publication: November 2020 Finished books available
Editor: Ruby Rose Lee

The first comprehensive history of felines—from the laps of pagan gods to
present-day status as meme stars—as revealed by a very learned tabby with a
knack for hunting down facts.

Since the dawn of civilization, felines have prowled alongside mankind as they
expanded their territory and spread the myth of human greatness. And today,
cats are peddled on social media as silly creatures here to amuse humans with
their antics. But this is an absurd, self-centered fantasy. The true history of
felines is one of heroism, love, tragedy, sacrifice, and gravitas. Not entirely
convinced? Well, get ready, because Baba the Cat is here to set the record
straight.

Spanning almost every continent and thousands—yes, thousands—of years,
Baba’s complex story of feline survival presents readers with a diverse cast of

cats long forgotten: from her prehistoric feline ancestors and the ancient Egyptian cat goddess Bastet to the
daring mariners at the height of oceanic discovery, key intellectuals in the Enlightenment period, revered
heroes from World Wars I and II, and the infamous American tabbies. Baba, a talented model in addition to a
scholar, goes beyond surface-level scratches, pairing her freshly unearthed research with a series of stunning
costume portraits to bring history to life.

Dr. Paul Koudounaris is one of the world’s most popular historians of the eccentric, ephemeral, and
macabre, with a PhD in Art History from UCLA, an international speaking career, and 71,000 followers of his
and Baba’s joint Instagram account. Vice, LA Weekly, Brooklyn Daily, and The Las Vegas Review Journal have all
covered Dr. Koudounaris’s cat-related scholarship and photography. His work has been featured in Buzzfeed,
the BBC, The Guardian, Smithsonian Magazine, and The New York Times Magazine. His previous books are
Heavenly Bodies, The Empire of  Death, and Memento Mori. He is a member of  the Order of  the Good Death.

“A Cat's Tale is an exquisitely crafted love letter to all things feline. And it is precisely the kind of  delightful
distraction that the world so desperately needs.” —Lindsey Fitzharris, bestselling author of The Butchering Art

and PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award Winner

“Fun, fanciful, and even informative.” —People

“[A] charming, funny, and informative history of  cats…full of  fascinating historical anecdotes [and] hilarious
color photos…Even cat aficionados will learn something new—and have fun doing it.” —Publishers Weekly

“Almost certainly the most unique cat history book ever published.”—Smithsonian Magazine

Rights sold: Chinese (simplified)/Golden Rose Books, German/Benevento, Thai/Amarin
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Dan Lyons
STFU

The Power of  Keeping Your Mouth Shut
Publication: March 2023 Proposal available; manuscript available June2022
Editor: James Melia

We live in a world that doesn’t just encourage overtalking, but practically demands it: success is often
measured by how much attention we can attract. However, overtalking—in person and on social media; with
friends and family, colleagues and strangers alike—can be a profound personal and professional liability. In
STFU, Dan Lyons, a journalist, author, and avowed overtalker, brings us on a deep dive into our incessant
noise making. STFU will examine the history, culture, science, and psychology of overtalking to search for
answers to a simple question: why do we find it so difficult to shut up and how can we learn to do it?

Lyons will take a hard (but also hilarious) look at himself and his fellow motormouths: there are six kinds,
ranging from Nervous Talkers to Blurters to Talkaholics. Luckily, there are also six proven behavioral
modifications that can counter the overtalking impulse and help us become happier, more creative, and more
successful. Lyons will interview experts in the field, from the communication researchers who have devised
the Talkaholic Scale test to the banker-turned-Buddhist executive coach teaching Silicon Valley business
leaders how to pipe down. He'll illuminate the “quiet power” of top business leaders and political figures such
as Barack Obama and Tim Cook. He'll examine the behavioral and brain science behind overtalking and
silence, and will pepper the narrative with colorful examples throughout history (Socrates did not know how
to STFU).

STFU will illuminate how all of us can unlock incredible power and transform our lives by learning how to
talk less, listen more, and embrace the power of  silence.

Dan Lyons is a veteran journalist, author, and screenwriter (all jobs that are built for blabbermouths, as he’ll
tell you) who spent a decade covering Silicon Valley for Forbes, years running tech coverage at Newsweek, and
authored a popular column at Fortune. He’s contributed to The New York Times, Wired, Vanity Fair, and The New
Yorker. He is the author of The New York Times-bestselling memoir Disrupted: My Adventures in the Startup Bubble,
which has been translated into a dozen languages and optioned for film/tv, as well as Lab Rats: How Silicon
Valley Made Work Miserable for the Rest of Us, and Options, a satirical novel written in the voice of Steve Jobs. He
was, for years, co-producer and writer for the HBO series Silicon Valley. Dan is a frequent speaker (even with
his reformation) who has done countless TV and radio appearances. He plans to scorn his own good advice
in promoting this book just as vocally.

Praise for Disrupted:

"Disrupted by Dan Lyons is the best book about Silicon Valley today…Simultaneously hilarious and terrifying."
—Los Angeles Times

"Scathingly funny…Like the show Silicon Valley, Disrupted nails the workings of  spastic, hypocritical, delusional
tech culture."—New York Post

British: Fletcher & Company

Rights sold: Chinese (complex)/China Times, Polish/Znak, Romanian/Grup Media Litera
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Bill McKibben
THE FLAG, THE CROSS, AND THE STATION WAGON

A Graying American Looks Back at His Suburban Boyhood and Wonders What the Hell Happened

Publication: May 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Sarah Crichton

New York Times bestselling author Bill McKibben grew up believing that
America was the greatest country on earth; that for all its obvious flaws, it was
history’s most dynamic machine, pushing steadily towards a better future.
Postwar suburban prosperity; the emerging movements for human
equality—the escalator seemed to be heading steadily up. But new
understandings of history have cast shadows on that picture—and over the
past half century, overconsumption and hyper-individualism have wrought
havoc on three of America’s most distinctive features: our intertwined sense of
history and patriotism, our kindness, generosity, and the promise of prosperity
for all.

While there’s an emerging understanding that our heritage was less stained by
racism than shaped by it, a sense that Christianity shifted with chilling speed
from a source of relatively benign civic unity into a wellspring of snarling

division, and a growing scientific understanding that our post war prosperity set the stage for the planets’
climatic upheaval, we badly need to pinpoint where we went astray initially if  we wish to fix this country.

THE FLAG, THE CROSS, AND THE STATION WAGON weaves together McKibben’s reflections on
growing up in Lexington, Massachusetts—at the time a middle-class suburb where his high school job was
wearing a tricorne hat to give tours of the Green where the American revolution commenced—with the latest
scholarship on race and inequality in America, on the rise of the religious right, and on our environmental
crisis. Our chances of navigating an increasingly perilous future depend on a unity that we currently lack. If
we begin to act, then we can not only start to repay very real debts; we can also begin to reclaim the very real
good parts of our shared legacy. And perhaps something of that old world—of the flag, the cross, the station
wagon—can be summoned up again to help us face a difficult future. But if so we’ll need to deal honestly
with some serious questions. We can, and we will, be able to tell an American story—a truer one this time.

Bill McKibben is a founder of the environmental organization 350.org and was among the first to have
warned of the dangers of global warming. He is the author of more than a dozen books, including the
bestsellers Falter, The End of Nature, Eaarth, and Deep Economy. He is the Schumann Distinguished Scholar in
Environmental Studies at Middlebury College and the winner of the Gandhi Prize, the Thomas Merton Prize,
and the Right Livelihood Prize. He lives in Vermont with his wife, the writer Sue Halpern.

“McKibben capably picks apart long-ago history to find present themes.” —Kirkus

“The Flag, the Cross, and the Station Wagon is more than a memoir, it is a bow to the power of  social justice
movements and a smart and savvy historical reflection on what has brought us to this crucible moment of

climate collapse.” —Terry Tempest Williams, author of Erosion: Essays of  Undoing

Rights sold, Falter: ANZ/Black, Inc., British/Headline UK, Danish/Information, French/Massot,
German/Karl Blessing, Korean/Saenggakieum, Portuguese (in Brazil)/Alta, Russian/Portal
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Tracie McMillan
THE WHITE BONUS

Publication: September 2023 Manuscript available December 2022
Editor: Serena Jones

When we talk about racism, we usually talk about what’s been denied to people of color—but Tracie
McMillan takes an incisive look at what white people get, starting with herself. In THE WHITE
BONUS, McMillan combines compelling memoir, top-notch original reporting, and rigorous policy research
to measure the cash value of  being white in America.

THE WHITE BONUS follows three generations of Tracie’s family, tracking the sources of their wealth and
measuring their cumulative material effect on her own life. This personal narrative tethers a broader
investigation into the laws and norms that give white people more opportunity than minorities. Expanding
beyond her own family, Tracie alternates her story with single-chapter profiles tracking the “white bonus” of
five other subjects of various classes and places, which showcase an ecosystem of institutions and practices
that are supposed to treat all people the same but usually only benefit whites.

To date, there has not been a book that addresses the white working-class experience while engaging directly
with race, nor one that takes the amorphous problem of racial privilege and quantifies it. THE WHITE
BONUS combines these approaches, and prompts an urgent question: What can we do about it?

Tracie McMillan’s first book, The American Way of Eating (Scribner, 2012), was widely celebrated for the
depth of its reporting and investigative work. In addition, McMillan is an established journalist, publishing in
The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Los Angeles Times, National Geographic, Mother Jones and Food &
Wine.
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Georgina Pazcoguin
SWAN DIVE

The Making of  a Rogue Ballerina

Publication: July 2021 Finished books available
Editor: Ruby Rose Lee

Award-winning New York City Ballet soloist Georgina Pazcoguin, aka the Rogue
Ballerina, gives readers a backstage tour of the real world of elite ballet—the
gritty, hilarious, sometimes shocking truth you don’t see from the orchestra
circle.

In this love letter to the art of dance and the sport that has been her livelihood,
NYCB’s first Asian American female soloist Georgina Pazcoguin lays bare her
unfiltered story. She pitches us into the fascinating, whirling shoes of dancers in
one of the most revered ballet companies in the world with an unapologetic
sense of humor about the cutthroat, survival-of-the-fittest mentality at NYCB.
Some swan dives are literal: even in the ballet, there are plenty of face-plants,
backstage fights, late-night parties, and raucous company bonding sessions.

Rocked by scandal in the wake of the #MeToo movement, NYCB sits at an
inflection point, inching toward progress in a strictly traditional culture, and

Pazcoguin doesn’t shy away from ballet’s dark side. She continues to be one of the few dancers openly
speaking up against the sexual harassment, mental abuse, and racism that in the past went unrecognized or
was tacitly accepted as par for the course—all of  which she has painfully experienced firsthand.

Georgina Pazcoguin, “The Rogue Ballerina,” has danced with the New York City Ballet since 2002 and was
promoted to soloist in 2013. In addition to her many appearances at NYCB, including a celebrated portrayal
of Anita in Jerome Robbins’s West Side Story Suite, her credits include the award-winning film N.Y. Export:
Opus Jazz, Ivy in the Broadway revival of On the Town, and Victoria in the Broadway revival of Cats. Georgina
is a passionate activist for the Orphaned Starfish Foundation, and cofounder of the globally recognized
diversity initiative Final Bow for Yellowface. She lives in New York City.

“[Swan Dive] gives a candid account of  ballet culture . . . A page-turner.” —The New York Times

“Pazcoguin exposes more turmoil at New York City Ballet than any fictional melodrama could hope to
match. ” —The Washington Post

“A striking debut.” —People

“While the juicy details of  beautiful people behaving badly are beguiling, it’s Pazcoguin’s unsparing criticism of
the industry that begs an encore. This is potent stuff.” —Publishers Weekly

“Vulnerable, raw, and full of  grit, this is the story of  a woman who has been broken yet clawed her way to
victory .” —Library Journal, *starred review*

“A lively chronicle of  dedication and joy.” —Kirkus

British: Picador UK
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

John Pomfret
FROM WARSAW WITH LOVE

Polish Spies, the CIA, and the Forging of  an Unlikely Alliance
Publication: October 2021 Finished books available
Editor: Serena Jones

FROM WARSAW WITH LOVE is the epic story of an exchange of spies and
the unlikely alliance between the U.S. and Poland in the twilight of the Cold
War. Spanning decades and continents, from the battlefields of the Balkans to
secret nuclear research labs in Iran and embassy grounds in North Korea, this
saga begins in 1990. As the United States cobbles together a coalition to undo
Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait, six US officers are trapped in Iraq with
intelligence that could ruin Operation Desert Storm if it is obtained by the
brutal Iraqi dictator. Desperate, the CIA asks Poland, a longtime Cold War foe
famed for its excellent spies, for help. Just months after the Polish people voted
in their first democratic election since the 1930s, the young Solidarity
government in Warsaw sends a veteran ex-Communist spy who’d battled the
West for decades to rescue the six Americans.

John Pomfret’s gripping account of this cliffhanger in Iraq is just the beginning
of the tale about intelligence cooperation between Poland and the United States, cooperation that one CIA
director would later describe as “one of the two foremost intelligence relationships that the United States has
ever had.” Pomfret uncovers new details about the CIA’s black site program that held suspected terrorists in
Poland after 9/11 as well as the role of  Polish spies in the hunt for Osama bin Laden.

In the tradition of the most memorable works on espionage, Pomfret’s book tells a distressing and disquieting
tale of  moral ambiguity in which right and wrong, black and white, are not conveniently distinguishable.

John Pomfret, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, served as a correspondent for the Washington Post for two
decades, covering wars, revolutions, and China. His most recent book, The Beautiful Country and the Middle
Kingdom, won the Arthur Ross Book Award from the Council on Foreign Relations. The recipient of
numerous journalism awards, he lives with his wife and three children in Berkeley, CA.

“Pomfret's book is eye-opening in the best sense…colorful…disquieting.” —The Washington Post

“Suspenseful…well worth picking up” —NPR

“An eye-opening account of  America’s relations with Poland and its intelligence service…A lively and
insightful exploration of  an overlooked international alliance.”—Kirkus, *starred review*

“Written in crisp, novelistic prose, this is an insightful study of  the ins and outs of  international spycraft.”
—Publishers Weekly

Rights sold: Polish/Znak
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Rina Raphael
THE GOSPEL OF WELLNESS

Gyms, Gurus, Goop, and the False Promise of  Self-Care
Publication: September 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Amy Einhorn

The desire to be healthy is nothing new. But over the last decade, the level of
focus on women's physical, spiritual, and mental self-improvement has grown
exponentially. The multi-trillion dollar wellness industry ranges from luxe yoga
retreats and self-realization seminars to plant medicine and female-run
marijuana conferences. Rina Raphael, a health and wellness reporter who has
covered this space extensively, examines exactly how and why women have
become targeted and then hooked on self-care.

What have women been sold as coping mechanisms? Meditation apps, “detoxes”,
manifestation gurus—things that only a few years ago might have been considered
fringe that are now mainstream. But deep within the underbelly of
self-care—hidden beneath layers of clever marketing—the wellness industry
beckons women with a far stronger, more seductive message. It promises women
the one thing they desperately desire: control. They are told they can manage the

chaos ruling their life by following a laid-out plan: Eat right, exercise, meditate, then buy all this stuff. This mass
consumerism is a metaphor for harnessing everything that feels untenable in their life. Wellness isn’t just a lifestyle;
it’s become something much more. It’s something to believe in. Which is why wellness is increasingly adopting
patterns similar to religion.

Blending traditional reporting, first-person narrative, and social critique, Rina Raphael will guide readers through a
journey of the modern American woman and why she’s so dissatisfied with the status quo. Wellness did not sprout
in a vacuum: it’s a reaction to trends building over decades. Women are searching for meaning, purpose,
community, and certainty—and trying to find it in through health practices. But what happens when the cure
becomes as bad as the disease?

Rina Raphael is a features contributor for Fast Company magazine, specializing in health, wellness, and
women’s issues. For the last few years, she’s interviewed countless industry leaders, investigated controversies,
and personally tested the latest trends and products. Her reporting on the subject has been published by The
New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, CBS, NBC News, Medium’s Elemental, among others. She is also the
author of the newsletter, Well To Do, that covers the latest wellness trends, news, and market analysis (14,000
subscribers and growing). She has presented at several conferences, including SXSW, The Global Wellness
Summit, The Self-Care Summit, and The Fast Company Innovation Festival. She was a senior producer and
lifestyle editor at The TODAY show, the No. 1 morning show in America, for nearly a decade.

British: Souvenir Press
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Laurent Richard and Sandrine Rigaud
PEGASUS

How a Spy in Your Pocket Threatens the End of  Privacy, Dignity, and Democracy
Publication: January 2023 Proposal available; manuscript available June 2022
Editor: Tim Duggan

Laurent Richard and Sandrine Rigaud are French investigative journalists and leaders of the organization
Forbidden Stories, a nonprofit journalism network devoted to protecting and publishing the work of
journalists who are threatened, jailed, or killed across the world. They are working with journalists in the
Americas, Asia, Africa, India, the Middle East, and Europe to investigate Pegasus spyware—the most
sophisticated and invasive surveillance weapon ever created, used by governments around the world to spy on
their citizens and to target them with blackmail and intimidation. As PEGASUS reveals, this technology is
not only a threat to privacy but also to democracy, as the world’s most notorious human-rights-violating
governments and autocrat-wannabes are licensing and utilizing Pegasus spyware in the most vulnerable
democracies in the world.

This book, like Glenn Greenwald's No Place To Hide and Edward Snowden's Permanent Record, stems from the
leak of a trove of documents revealing worldwide spying, and sometimes attacks, on journalists, activists, and
diplomats via phone malware. But this won't simply be a book about documents. Due to the nature of these
leaks, personal details can be traced to individuals who have been hacked. They've agreed to share their
stories, and these often-heroic characters will be the heart of  the book.

PEGASUS will also examine two private hacking firms that are behind these nefarious tracking programs; the
now shuttered Hacking Team (based in Milan) and the massive billion dollar-rated NSO (based in Israel). A
pseudonymous hacker, Phineas Fisher, fought back with a devastating attack against Hacking Team, where he
allegedly worked. He then published a combination user manual/public manifesto aimed at his fellow
travelers in tech. There will be many more new stories about the people who've been spied on and how their
lives were turned upside down by this interference and intimidation, and in turn this will unveil more about
the governments doing the spying too. Meticulously reported and masterfully written, PEGASUS reveals the
chilling new lengths that authoritarian regimes are willing to go.

Laurent Richard is a French award-winning documentary filmmaker, producer, and founder of Forbidden
Stories. He was a Knight-Wallace Fellow in 2017 at the University of Michigan and was named European
Journalist of the year 2018 by the Prix Europa in Berlin. Over the last 20 years, Richard has directed more
than 20 long form stories for television and worked in Iraq, Palestine, and Kashmir. His documentary My
President Is on A Business Trip was awarded the best investigative report at the FIGRA Festival in France. In
2016 he co-authored Reporting Is Not a Crime, Stand Together Against Censorship, a collective work of 15
journalists denouncing pressures against the press.

Sandrine Rigaud is a French investigative journalist. She has directed feature length documentaries for
French television and investigated different corporate sectors while working at Première Lignes Télévision.
Her documentaries for Cash Investigation (French National TV) focused on forced labor in Uzbekistan, "big
food," and plastic. Her films have been shortlisted or awarded at many festivals. She has worked in several
countries, including Tanzania, Uzbekistan, Lebanon, Bangladesh, Qatar, and Tunisia after the Arab Spring.
From 2002 to 2010, she worked as a political journalist for French national TV and she published a book
about the French socialist party, PS, Coulisses d’un jeu de massacre, in 2008. She teaches at The Sciences Po
School of  Journalism.

British: Macmillan UK
Rights sold: French/Laffont, German/Droemer, Polish/Insignis
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Alec Ross
THE RAGING 2020s

Companies, Countries, People—and the Fight for Our Future
Publication: September 2021 Finished books available
Editor: Serena Jones

The world needs a book that explains the current car crash at the intersection
of  business, government, and everyday people. This is that book.

For 150 years, there has been a contract. Companies hold the power to shape
our daily lives. The state holds the power to make them fall in line. And the
people hold the power to choose their leaders. But now, this balance has shaken
loose. Private companies have begun to behave like nations, and with the
government bogged down in bureaucratic negotiations and partisan wars,
people look to nimble, powerful firms to solve societal problems—and to be
our moral standard-bearers.

Through interviews with the world’s most influential thinkers and stories of
corporate activism and malfeasance, government failure and renewal, and
innovative economic and political models, Ross proposes a new social

contract—one that resets the equilibrium between corporations, the governing, and the governed.

Alec Ross is one of the world’s leading experts on innovation. He is the author of The Industries of the Future, a
New York Times bestseller that was sold for translation into 24 languages. Ross is currently a Distinguished
Visiting Professor at The University of Bologna Business School and a Board Partner at Amplo, a global
venture capital firm. He was a Distinguished Senior Fellow at Johns Hopkins University and a Senior Fellow
at the Columbia University School of International & Public Affairs. During the Obama Administration, he
served as Senior Advisor for Innovation to the Secretary of State. He also served as the Convener for the
Technology & Media Policy Committee on Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign and on the Obama-Biden
Presidential Transition Team.

A Bloomberg Businessweek Best Book of  2021
150 Most Anticipated Fall Books, Kirkus

“Ross’s view...is from above, not the view of  the people nor even the politicians…an immensely (and
unusually) readable account.” —The New York Times Book Review

“A must-read for anyone looking to understand the present moment.” —Publishers Weekly

“Alec Ross’ . . . book will challenge you to rethink some of  your assumptions about democracy, capitalism,
and globalization.” —Adam Grant, author of Think Again

British: Transworld

Rights sold: Chinese (complex)/Commonwealth, Greek/Ikaros, Italian/Feltrinelli, Japanese/Hayakawa,
Romanian/Corint, Russian/AST
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Lauren Sherman and Chantal Fernandez
AMERICAN ANGEL

The Unmaking of  Victoria's Secret
Publication: November 2023 Manuscript available December 2022
Editor: Sarah Crichton

AMERICAN ANGEL is an engrossing and rich narrative of business, fashion, power, culture, and sex. Told
through Victoria’s Secret, an iconic brand with instant name recognition, AMERICAN ANGEL is a story of
disruption – but one where the rupture at its center isn’t about a piece of tech or a particular innovation, but
rather the culture itself.

AMERICAN ANGEL follows the rise and fall of Victoria’s Secret, and that of the brilliant retail visionary
Les Wexner who created and capitalized on worldwide trends in culture, media, and consumerism to build a
fashion juggernaut. The ultimate business of Victoria’s Secret wasn’t one of needle and thread, but rather of
insidious identity creation, appropriation, and myth-making. Beneath its glamor was a dark energy; behind its
stylish pop and alluring narcissism were predatory characters, enabled by both complicit peers and, it must be
said, a complicit audience. And only as the world changed around it was the cynicism of its endeavor laid
bare, and the devils behind the angel exposed.

Deeply reported and sourced from scores of employees and executives within the Victoria’s Secret and L
Brands empires, Chantal Fernandez and Lauren Sherman, peerless reporters of the fashion world, walk us
through the rise and fall of Victoria’s Secret. And in doing so, they ask some of the most pointed questions we
confront as a society today.

Chantal Fernandez and Lauren Sherman write for The Business of Fashion. Between them they have
worked for or written for Vanity Fair, Lucky, Forbes, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, among many others.
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Ronnie Spector with Vince Waldron
BE MY BABY

A Memoir
Film starring Zendaya forthcoming in 2023

Publication: May 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Sarah Crichton

BE MY BABY is the behind-the-scenes story—newly updated including a
foreword by Keith Richards, and with an especially timely message—of how the
original bad girl of rock and roll, Ronnie Spector, survived marriage to a
monster and carved out a space for herself amid the chaos of the 1960s music
scene and beyond.

Ronnie’s first collaboration with producer Phil Spector, “Be My Baby,” shot
Ronnie and the Ronettes to stardom. No one sounded like Ronnie, with her
alluring blend of innocence and knowing, but her voice would soon be silenced
as Spector sequestered her behind electric gates, guard dogs, and barbed wire.

It took everything Ronnie had to escape her prisonlike marriage and wrest back
control of her life, her music, and her legacy. And as shown in this edition,
which includes a 2021 postscript from Ronnie, her life became proof that our

challenges do not define us and there is always the potential to forge a fuller life.

In BE MY BABY, the incomparable Ronnie Spector offered a whirlwind account of the ever-shifting path of
an iconic artist. And, more than anything else, she gave us an inspiring tale of  triumph.

Ronnie Spector (1943-2022) became an icon when she rose to fame as lead singer of the Ronettes, the
influential girl group responsible for a string of hits that included “Walking in the Rain,” “Baby I Love You,”
and “Be My Baby,” which Brian Wilson has called “the greatest record ever made.” The embodiment of the
heart, soul, and passion of rock and roll, Ronnie Spector was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in
March 2008.

Rolling Stone: 50 Greatest Rock Memoirs of  All Time(#14)

“Do I have to tell you that Ronnie’s got one of  the greatest female rock-and-roll voices of  all time? She stands
alone.” —Keith Richards

British: Macmillan UK

Rights sold: German/Hannibal, Japanese/Shinko
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Bret Stephens
SEVEN QUESTIONS

How Societies Rise and Fall

Publication: October 2023 Manuscript available January 2023
Editor: Tim Duggan

In SEVEN QUESTIONS, Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist Bret Stephens investigates the seven essential
questions that determine whether a society will thrive or fail. 

In this thoughtful examination, Stephens reveals how we currently risk getting every single question
wrong—and how we might get back on track. But of course, the answers are not simple. Stephens delves into
the nuances of a nation’s attitude toward newcomers, independent thinking, failure, history, patriotism, and
more.

In understanding the benefits and repercussions of certain stances, Stephens concludes that the previous
formulas used by so many countries won’t work anymore. SEVEN QUESTIONS offers a brilliant,
eye-opening study of  what will.

Bret Stephens is an Op-Ed columnist at The New York Times and a former foreign affairs columnist and
deputy editorial page editor at The Wall Street Journal. He also previously served as the editor in chief of The
Jerusalem Post, where he oversaw the paper's news, editorial and digital operations, international editions, and
more. Stephens is the author of America in Retreat: The New Isolationism and the Coming Global Disorder, and he
has received two honorary doctorates and the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for commentary. He was raised in Mexico
City and holds a B.A. from the University of Chicago and an MSc. from the London School of Economics.
Stephens and his wife, Corinna da Fonseca-Wollheim, a music critic for The Times, live with their three
children in New York and Hamburg, Germany.
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

Rachel Webster
BENJAMIN BANNEKER AND US

Eleven Generations of  an American Family
Publication: January 2023 Manuscript available May 2022
Editor: Shannon Criss

BENJAMIN BANNEKER AND US weaves together past and present to explore the insidious forces of
racism that shape our understanding of  ancestry, lineage, and family today.

Lyrically written, BENJAMIN BANNEKER AND US, examines Rachel Webster’sown ancestry and
relation to Benjamin Banneker, the African American mathematician and writer of almanacs who surveyed
Washington D.C. for former President Thomas Jefferson.

Acting as a griot, Webster draws on oral history and conversations with “DNA cousins” to imagine the lives
of their shared ancestors, among them Banneker’s grandparents, an interracial couple who broke the law to
marry when America was still a conglomerate of colonies under British rule. These stories shed light on the
construction of “whiteness” and the laws that gave it meaning. Webster’s passionate and authoritative account
adds to the growing body of works addressing structural racism and the inevitable reckoning on race, history,
and the legacies of  slavery that still affect our society.

Rachel Webster is a professor of creative writing at Northwestern University and the author of four books
of poetry and cross-genre writing. She has taught writing workshops through the Urban League, Chicago
Public Schools, Gallery 37, and the Pacific Northwest College of Art, working to bring diversity and antiracist
awareness into the creative writing curriculum. Rachel’s essays, poems and stories are published in outlets
including Poetry, Tin House and The Yale Review. American Reunion is her first nonfiction book. She lives in
Evanston, Illinois, with her husband and daughter.
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Henry Holt Nonfiction

John Wood Sweet
THE SEWING GIRL’S TALE

A Story of  Crime and Consequences in Revolutionary America
Publication: July 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Tim Duggan

THE SEWING GIRL'S TALE is a riveting historical drama that tells the
story of the first rape trial on record in American history, as well as the fault
lines of class privilege and gender bias that it exposed—showing how much has
changed over two centuries and how much has not.

In September 1793, a crime was committed in the back room of a New York
brothel on a moonless night—the kind of crime that even victims usually kept
secret. Instead, seventeen-year-old seamstress Lanah Sawyer did what virtually
no one else had done: she charged a gentleman with rape.

When Lanah raised her voice, she was dismissed as a mere “sewing-girl,” led
astray by romantic delusions. But she refused to stay silent. Her accusation
sparked a sensational courtroom drama and a relentless struggle for vindication
that divided both Lanah’s and her assailant’s families and threatened both of

their lives. The legal battle ignited a vigorous, even violent, debate about citizenship and the rule of law, class,
and gendered double standards. For a new nation rocked by the radicalism of the French Revolution and by
pioneering feminists like Mary Wollstonecraft, the crime and its aftermath became a kind of parable—a dark
reflection of  the power of  seduction and the limits of  justice, of  the rights of  men and the wrongs of  women.

John Wood Sweet is a professor of history at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and former
director of the Program in Sexuality Studies. He has received fellowships from the National Endowment for
the Humanities, the Mellon Foundation, the National Humanities Center, the Institute for Arts and
Humanities at UNC, the Gilder Lehrman Center at Yale, the McNeil Center at Penn, and the Center for
Global Studies in Culture, Power, and History at Johns Hopkins. His first book, Bodies Politic: Colonial, Race, and
the Emergence of the American North, was a finalist for the Frederick Douglass Prize. He was named a Top Young
Historian by the History News Network and has served as a Distinguished Lecturer for the Organization of
American Historians. He lives in Chapel Hill with his husband, son, and daughter.

“The Sewing Girl’s Tale is a masterful narrative history, featuring a remarkable combination of  riveting drama
and world-class scholarship. The Sewing Girl’s Tale is a mystery, a true crime tale, a courtroom drama, and a

scathing analysis of  a society stacked against young women. John Sweet has written a story of  sex and power
that is both vividly historic and ripped from the headlines.” —Debby Applegate, Pulitzer Prize-winning

author of Madam and The Most Famous Man in America

“In all good histories a heart lies beating, if  the historian is patient and attuned enough to hear it. John Wood
Sweet, in a dazzling investigative turn, has restored a bright corporeality to eighteenth-century New York,
which here feels as alive as it did the day Lanah Sawyer asked the courts to believe a woman. Urgent and

resonant, this book is a reminder that history persists in all our bodies.” —Katy Simpson Smith, author of The
Story of  Land and Sea
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Ali Bryan
THE CROW VALLEY KARAOKE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Publication: May 2023 Manuscript available
Editor: Sarah Crichton

A year after forest fires sweep through the town of Crow Valley and claim the life of Dale Jepson, karaoke
legend, local prison guard, and ‘all around good guy,’ the community holds a karaoke competition. But when a
convicted arsonist escapes from nearby Crow Valley Correctional, the residents learn there’s more on the line
than a trip to the National Karaoke Championships. Marriages are at stake, jobs are jeopardized, sobrieties
threatened, and second chances start to slip away as the community is forced, once again through misfortune,
to rally together to save themselves and each other.

Told from alternating POVs, each with an intimate connection to the deceased Dale, THE CROW VALLEY
KARAOKE CHAMPIONSHIPS is a story about the fires we all fight in life—from the smoldering embers
to the blazing infernos—and ultimately, that there is dignity in the struggle to keep singing, to keep fighting,
to keep going, to keep living—no matter how high the flames get.

THE CROW VALLEY KARAOKE CHAMPIONSHIPS combines the quirks of small-town culture with
the warmth and understated humor of Schitt’s Creek, the wit and grit of Kristen Arnett’s Mostly Dead Things
and the humanity and heart of Kevin Wilson’s Nothing to See Here or Cathleen Schine’s They May Not Mean To,
But They Do.

With themes of perseverance, self-compassion, hope, reconciliation and redemption, this is a perfect
post-pandemic story that will have readers cheering for Crow Valley even as they learn that Dale might not
have been the all around good guy he was believed to be.

Ali Bryan is a novelist and creative nonfiction writer based in Calgary. Her first novel, Roost, won the Georges
Bugnet Award for Fiction and was the official selection of One Book Nova Scotia. Her second novel, The
Figgs, was released in 2018, was a finalist for the Stephen Leacock Memorial Medal for Humour and was
optioned for TV by SONY Pictures (to be pitched to studios in 2021). She twice longlisted for the CBC
Canada Writes Creative Nonfiction prize, twice shortlisted for the Jon Whyte Memorial Essay Award and won
the 2020 Howard O’Hagan Award for Short Story. She is a Lieutenant Governor of Alberta Arts Awards
Emerging Artist recipient. Her debut YA novel, The Hill, was released in March 2021 from Dottir Press.
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Jenny Fran Davis
DYKETTE

Publication: July 2023 Manuscript available May 2022
Editor: Ruby Rose Lee

For fans of Melissa Broder and HBO’s Search Party—an addictive, absurd, and darkly hilarious debut novel
about a woman who embarks on a ten-day getaway with her girlfriend and two older queer couples.

Sasha and her girlfriend Jesse are a typical young couple in Brooklyn—professionally creative (Sasha, a PhD
candidate specializing in femme narratives; Jesse, a TV/film set designer), sexually adventurous, and wildly
dysfunctional. When an established, wealthy lesbian couple—famous news host Jules Todd and her
psychotherapist partner Miranda—invite Sasha and Jesse to their country house, along with Jesse’s best friend
Lou and their girlfriend Darcy, it seems like the perfect opportunity for Sasha to cement her It status.

But a holiday getaway is nothing without drama. As the late December afternoons blur together, and Jesse
and Darcy grow closer, working together on Darcy’s ill-fated Instagram live performance art, a complex web
of infatuation, jealousy, and desire emerges. And Sasha can’t help remembering a rumor from last Halloween
that Darcy was spotted with a short-haired, sporty butch—who, now that she thinks of it, sounds a hell of a
lot like Jesse.

Unfolding over ten heady days of homecooked feasts, shroom sessions, and sauna confessionals, Dykette is an
unforgettable coming-of-age story that explores the contrasting allures of queer non-conformity and
normativity. With propulsive plotting and sexy, wickedly entertaining prose, Davis captures the extreme yet
relatable lengths to which we’ll go to feel wanted, reminding readers of the dangerously thin line between love
and all-out-obsession.

Jenny Fran Davis is the author of the young adult novel Everything Must Go (Wednesday Books/St. Martin’s
Press), which she wrote as an undergraduate at Wesleyan. She is currently an MFA candidate at the University
of Iowa, where she’s a former Iowa Arts Fellow and has worked with writers such as Garth Greenwell and
Melissa Febos. Her work has recently appeared in the Los Angeles Review of Books, Washington Square Review,
and Speculative Nonfiction; she is the winner of  a2020 Tucson Festival of  Books Literary Award.
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Alison Espach
NOTES ON YOUR SUDDEN DISAPPEARANCE

A Novel
Publication: May 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Caroline Zancan

NOTES ON YOUR SUDDEN DISAPPEARANCE is a tender, funny
coming of age tale. It's also a wrenching but delicately handled depiction of loss.
And, ultimately, it's a moving and unconventional love story.

This altogether mesmerizing novel is narrated by Sally, our young heroine, who
addresses the book to Kathy, her beloved and impossibly cool older sister.
Beginning just after Sally’s thirteenth birthday, the book spans fifteen
years—the fault line of which is Kathy’s untimely death. We watch as her
absence creates a gaping hole that only Billy Barnes, Kathy’s beau, understands
and might possibly begin to fill. NOTES ON YOUR SUDDEN
DISAPPEARANCE charts years of Sally and Billy’s shared history and missed
connections, and is both a breathtaking love story between two broken people
who are unexplainably, inconveniently drawn to each other, As the years go by,
Sally searches for who she is inside and outside of her fundamentally changed

family, while weathering the twists and turns of  a complex and long-simmering love affair.

Deeply humane, compulsively readable, and appealing to fans of Ask Again, Yes by Mary Beth Keane and the
work of Celeste Ng, NOTES ON YOUR SUDDEN DISAPPEARANCE is a wry, sharply observant
coming of age story that looks at the ways the people we love the most continue to shape our lives long after
they’re gone.

Alison Espach is the author of the novel The Adults, a New York Times Editor’s Choice and a Barnes and
Noble Discover pick. Her short story series In-Depth Market Research Interviews with Dead People is an Audible
Original and her work has appeared in McSweeney’s, Vogue, Joyland, Glamour, Salon, among other places. She
teaches creative writing at Providence College in Rhode Island.

“A marvelous exercise in voice…Never contrived, the novel is beautifully written, making even the quotidian
details of  Sally’s life fascinating, in part because the story invites such a deep emotional involvement with the

fully realized characters and, indeed, with the entirety of  this splendid and memorable book.”
—Booklist (starred review)

“Espach is an immensely talented writer, and her prose unfolds with a devastating lightness of  touch. This
novel is deeply moving, always excellent, and often unexpectedly funny.” —Emily St. John Mandel, New York

Times bestselling author of The Glass Hotel

“Alison Espach has created a family whose every sorrow, joy, and idiosyncrasy is utterly, vibrantly real.”
—Claire Lombardo, New York Times bestselling author of The Most Fun We Ever Had

British: Friedrich Agency

Rights sold: Croatian/Znanje, German/Ullstein, Italian/Bollati Boringhieri
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Laurie Frankel
ONE TWO THREE

A Novel
Publication: June 2021 Finished books available
Editor: Amy Einhorn

In a town where nothing ever changes, suddenly everything does…

Everyone knows everyone in the tiny town of Bourne, but the Mitchell triplets
are especially beloved. Mirabel is the smartest person anyone knows, and no
one doubts it just because she can’t speak. Monday is the town’s purveyor of
books now that the library’s closed—tell her the book you think you want, and
she’ll pull the one you actually do from the microwave or her sock drawer.
Mab’s job is hardest of  all: get good grades, get into college, get out of  Bourne.
For a few weeks seventeen years ago, Bourne was national news when its water
turned green. The girls have come of age watching their mother’s endless fight
for justice. But just when it seems life might go on the same forever, the first
moving truck anyone’s seen in years pulls up and unloads new residents and old
secrets. Soon, the Mitchell sisters are taking on a system stacked against them
and uncovering mysteries buried longer than they’ve been alive.

As she did in This Is How It Always Is, Laurie Frankel has written a laugh-out-loud-on-one-page-grab-
a-tissue-the-next novel, as only she can, about how expanding our notions of “normal” makes the world a
better place for everyone and how when days are darkest, it’s our daughters who will save us all.

Laurie Frankel is the bestselling, award-winning author of three previous novels, The Atlas of Love, Goodbye for
Now, and This Is How It Always Is, the latter of which sold over a quarter of a million copies. Her writing has
also appeared in The New York Times, The Guardian, Publishers Weekly, People magazine, Lit Hub, The Sydney
Morning Herald, and other publications. She lives in Seattle with her family.

A New York Times Editors' Choice
An Indie Next Pick

“Winning and amiable….The full and simple pleasures of  Frankel’s luscious prose lull the reader into rooting
for the good people of  Bourne and these plucky heroines.” —The New York Times

“Readers will be captivated by this story of  adversity and resilience.” —Publishers Weekly

Rights sold, This Is How It Always Is: British/Headline, Chinese (simplified)/Beijing Empyrean,
Danish/Palatium, Dutch/Ambo/Anthos, French/Fleuve Noir, Hungarian/Gabo, Italian/DeA Planeta,

Korean/Alma, Polish/Poradnia K, Portuguese (in Brazil)/HarperCollins, Romanian/RAO,
Russian/EKSMO, Swedish/Printz
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Soma Mei Sheng Frazier
KARURA

Publication: July 2023 Manuscript available May 2022
Editor: Shannon Criss

A novel about a young woman grappling with her future and her Chinese heritage, working as a driver for a
mysterious man hiding a secret that is as valuable as it is dangerous.

Labeled a Dartmouth dropout, just two terms shy of graduation, Mei begins working as a chauffeur for sex
workers. Her new career is inspired by her spirited grandfather, who has also convinced Mei to go “karura,”
allowing her customers to pay under the table.

Mei’s latest client, Henry, is as handsome as he is mysterious. And when she notices the enormous black
suitcase he’s been toting everywhere start to wiggle, Mei can no longer carry out her role as the unassuming
driver. What Henry reveals next is as valuable as it is dangerous and will change the course of their trip as they
proceed across the country.

Soma Mei Sheng Frazier has been published in Glimmer Train, ZYZZYVA, the Mississippi Review, and
Hyphen, amongst others. A professor of creative writing, Soma has taught at Cogswell University, the
University of San Francisco, Holy Names University, and Gavilan College. She relocated from California,
where she was the San Francisco Library Laureate, to New York, for a professorship in creative writing and
digital storytelling at SUNY Oswego. Karura is Soma’s debut novel.
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Laurie Gelman
SMELLS LIKE TWEEN SPIRIT

A Novel
Publication: August 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Serena Jones

From the author of Class Mom comes a new book on the neverending torture
wheel of parenting, as Jen Dixon finds herself a freshly minted mat mom of the
Pioneer Middle School (PMS) wrestling team, navigating new waters armed
only with a vat of  antifungal cream and her wit.

Though the sights and smells of her son’s wrestling matches are more than
enough for her to deal with, Jen also faces the mystifying social dynamics of
the wrestling moms with her trademark combination of reluctance and resigned
acceptance.

Between attending wrestling matches and teaching spin classes, Jen finds herself
fully immersed in sports mom competitiveness. These parents seem perfectly
unassuming, until their kids start to wrestle, and they become momsters.
Learning to navigate this new world, Jen steels herself for the indignities of

middle-school life. Add to this some truly bizarre encounters with students from her spin class and deeper
challenges managing her parents, and Jen has more gum than she can chew…and even her riotously funny
one-liners might not get her through it this time.

Laurie Gelman spent twenty-five years as a broadcaster in both Canada and the United States before trying
her hand at writing novels. The author of Class Mom, You’ve Been Volunteered, and Yoga Pant Nation, Laurie has
appeared on Live With Ryan and Kelly, Watch What Happens Live With Andy Cohen, and The Talk, among others.
She lives in New York City with her husband, Michael Gelman, and two teenage daughters.

Praise for Yoga Pant Nation:

A Good Morning America Buzz Pick
2021 Summer Reads, Good Morning America, Us Weekly and Forbes

“Jen’s struggles will be amusingly familiar to many women living in the sandwich generation, delighted to
follow along with this latest outing of  the mom who says the things they wish they could.” —Booklist

“Gelman packs it in yet again…with the irresistibly uproarious one-liners [and] the cast of  characters whom
readers have loved since Class Mom…” —Library Journal

Rights sold, Class Mom: Czech/Jota, German/HarperCollins, Hebrew/Keter, Russian/EKSMO
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Justine Hofherr
HE SAID HE WOULD BE LATE

A Novel
Publication: March 2023 Manuscript available May 2022
Editor: Shannon Criss

For readers of Greer Hendricks and Sarah Pekkanen comes a twisty psychological debut about marriage,
motherhood, and the search for truth at all costs.

Liz Bennet, like her literary namesake, is fortunate with love and she knows it. She's married to a wealthy,
handsome, bright, all-around charming man. Arno, a wonderful husband and adoring father to their daughter
Emma, is the outward picture of perfection. So, when Liz sees a text on Arno’s phone with a couple of
kissy-faces attached, she starts to worry. And worry. And worry.

As any respectable wife would, Liz must find out exactly what’s going on. And so, she takes a deep dive down
into that rabbit hole. Peeling back the layers, following every lead on what she increasingly believes might be
an extramarital affair. Could her husband really be cheating on her? Or is he just as perfect as he looks?

After all, life wasn’t all that simple for Jane Austen’s Elizabeth Bennet until she married Mr. Darcy. Liz wants
the truth, at all costs, but, as life teaches us, not everything is as it seems.

Justine Hofherr is a staff writer and editor living in Boston with her husband and two dogs. She earned her
master’s in journalism from Boston University, which she puts to good use while she writes fiction. He Said
He Would Be Late is her debut novel.
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Anita Gail Jones
PEACH SEED MONKEY

Publication: June 2023 Manuscript available August 2022
Editor: Retha Powers

Anita Gail Jones's PEACH SEED MONKEY is a multigenerational novel told through parallel storylines
that stretch across centuries: shifting from the 1800’s civil rights movement and slave trade from Senegal to
South Carolina, to the family’s modern-day sons and daughters.

2012, Widower Fletcher Dukes lives alone in the outskirts of Georgia, where he was born the last of 20
children. He is a retired contractor, second to his older sister, Olga Dukes, their family historian/blogger.
Fletcher is keeper of their dying family tradition: carving peach seed monkeys. This father-to-son
rite-of-passage reaches back to their unknown enslaved ancestors, Malik Wele, a Fulani woodcarver in 1800s
Senegal. Although Fletcher has ushered many nephews through the tradition, he and his late wife, Maletha,
raised four daughters, so he had not known the father-son ritual firsthand—until fate strikes a covert blow.

On a routine day, while doing his weekly grocery shopping, he passes a tall woman, head bowed reading a
wine label. Fletcher smells her perfume and instantly recognizes Altovise Benson, his long-lost love. Side by
side during the many violent Civil Rights protests, they were destined to marry until she chose college over his
proposal. Devastated, Fletcher broke with family tradition, and carved her a special peach seed monkey.
Unbeknownst to him, Altovise is pregnant. She places their son for adoption, entrusting his new parents with
Fletcher’s peach seed monkey and instructions to give the boy the monkey when he comes of age, per the
Dukes family tradition.

Anita Gail Jones was born and raised in Albany, Georgia. In addition to her work as a storyteller, visual artist
and writer, Anita and her husband are founders of the Gaines-Jones Education Foundation, awarding
need-based college scholarships to Black students in southwest Georgia and the San Francisco Bay Area. She
contributed to the anthology Gardening Among Friends: Practical Essays by Master Gardeners, Edited by Barbara J.
Euser; published gardening articles for The Marin Independent Journal, and articles for The Women’s Eye online
magazine. She is a Hedgebrook Women Writers-in-Residence alumna and a 2018-2019 Affiliate Artist:
Headlands Center for the Arts. She was a finalist for the 2021 PEN/Bellwether Prize for Socially Engaged
Fiction.
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Rae Meadows
MOTHERLAND

A Novel
Publication: November 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Amy Einhorn

In 1973 Soviet Union, there was no greater honor for a young girl than to be chosen by the motherland to be a
part of their famed gymnastics program. Eight year old Anya Yurievna is an unlikely candidate. She lives in
Norilsk, north of the Arctic Circle, 3000 kilometers from Moscow. Her father is an alcoholic. Her mother, a
former ballerina, disappeared three years ago. And her best friend is her elderly neighbor who spent ten years in
the gulag as a political prisoner who fills her head with things Anya knows not to repeat.

When strong willed Anya is selected, everyone around her realizes there is really no choice. There is no free will in
the Soviet Union. She will leave school, her friends, and her home, to train. She will give up everything to honor
the motherland. She will risk her health, her family, her life, for gold, but she will never stop looking for her
mother.

Rae Meadows is the author of Calling Out, which received the 2006 Utah Book Award for fiction, No One
Tells Everything, a Poets & Writers Notable Novel, and the widely praised novels Mercy Train and I Will Send
Rain. She lives with her husband and two daughters in Brooklyn, New York.

“Rae Meadows brings the grueling world of  Olympic dreams to vivid life inMotherland, a searing tale of  a
young girl finding her path in Soviet-era gymnastics. Anya's childhood is centered around the mysterious
disappearance of  her mother, an event that anchors the book in a spiral of  questions. Heart-breaking and
thought-provoking, imbued with the beautiful fragility and terror of  athletic excellence, this is a story of

unfolding friendship and adversity that will linger with readers for long afterwards.” —Yangsze Choo, New
York Times bestselling author of The Night Tiger

“Strong characters and a pitch perfect narrative voice put Motherland at the top of  the list for the best
historical fiction of  2023. 1970's USSR and the world of  the elite gymnasts makes a deeply compelling

backdrop for this riveting story about three generations of  women.  This is a gold medal novel.”—Pamela
Klinger-Horn, Valley Bookseller, Stillwater, MN

Rights sold: Croatian/Znanje
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Crystal Smith Paul
BENEATH THE BOUGHS

Publication: May 2023 Manuscript available June 2022
Editor: Retha Powers

When White American actress Kitty Karr Tate dies and bequeaths her multi-million-dollar estate to the three
Black St. John sisters, it prompts questions. Celebrities in their own right, as far as the St. Johns are
concerned, public conspiracy theories are better than truth. But discovery that the Hollywood icon was their
grandmother, a Black woman who had been passing for White for over sixty years, threatens to expose a web
of unexpected family ties, debts owed and debatable crimes that implicate and could, with one pull, unravel
the American fabric.

In a narrative that switches between Jim Crow and modern day, we meet five generations of an American
family after an act of racial violence splits the family tree between White, Black and something in between.
Racial passing becomes the central theme of BENEATH THE BOUGHS and explores the consequences
of being Black in America and the power that family secrets have to erode and complicate the lives of future
generations.

Crystal Smith Paul has led an eclectic career as a writer, editor, and paralegal for the Department of
Justice. She attended Spelman College, UCLA’s School of Film and Television, and received her Master’s
in journalism from NYU. Her non-fiction writing has appeared in Salon, Jezebel, and the Huffington Post.
She currently works in digital marketing for wellness and beauty brands, while spending her nights and
weekends writing creatively and staying on top of pop culture. Her debut novel explores American pop
culture, colorism, and the generational trauma of  racism in the U.S. The author resides in Los Angeles.
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Hanna Pylväinen
THE END OF DRUM-TIME

A Novel
Publication: February 2023 Manuscript available
Editor: Caroline Zancan

For readers of Rivka Galchen, Lauren Groff, Maggie Shipstead, and Marilynne Robinson comes a sweeping
saga set in the 1850s far north of the Arctic Circle in the land of the Sámi reindeer herders, where the
daughter of a renegade Lutheran preacher falls into a scandalous affair with a rebellious young Sámi herder,
defying the wishes of her father, whose teachings are upending the Sámis’ way of life. Hanna Pylvainen, born
into a Lutheran Laestadian family, lived on the tundra within the indigenous Sámi community of reindeer
herders while she wrote this novel.

It’s 1851 at the edge of the Arctic Circle, and things are changing quickly. The church outpost that Lars Levi, a
fervent Lutheran minister, mans, is a rugged, sparsely populated one. The Sámi reindeer herders he’s been
sent to minister to are skeptical of the Christian values—and strict rules—he preaches, but when Biettar, one
of the Sami’s most respected herders, has a dramatic awakening on the shortest day of the year, more and
more of the Sámi people become ready to let their long-held traditions and beliefs give way to new ones.
Meanwhile, Lars Levi’s daughter Willa has always been the picture of obedience, until a chance encounter with
Biettar’s son Ivvár leads to an infatuation that gradually becomes something more.

Gorgeously written and stunning in scope, THE END OF DRUM-TIME is both a powerful immersion
into a forgotten culture and a celebration of a beautiful, ancient way of life, using characters from all sides of a
cultural and religious and political conflict to put a reader who has never heard the words Sámi or Laestadian
into its compelling fray. It masterfully weaves together the complex geopolitics and rich tradition of
nineteenth century Scandinavia and brings to life a people caught between an old way of life and the new, and
asks how what we believe shapes the course of  our lives.

Hanna Pylväinen graduated from Mount Holyoke College and received her MFA from the University of
Michigan, where she was also a postgraduate Zell Fellow. She is the recipient of the Whiting Award, a
MacDowell Colony residency and a fellowship at the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, Massachusetts.
She is the author of  the bookWe Sinners (2012) and is from suburban Detroit.

Praise for We Sinners:
A 2012 Whiting Award Winner

“We Sinners is remarkably funny for a book about a deeply religious family grappling with loss of  faith . . . It's
impossible not to like these characters, so beautifully drawn, and so very loving to one another.”

—The Los Angeles Times

“[A] nuanced portrait of  an unnuanced world.” —The New York Times

“One of  the most distinctive debuts in years, and marks the arrival of  a talent to cherish." —Peter Ho Davies
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Josh Riedel
PLEASE REPORT YOUR BUG HERE

A Novel
Publication: January 2023 Manuscript available
Editor: Ruby Rose Lee

For readers of Severance and Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore—an adrenaline-packed debut novel about a
dating app employee who discovers a glitch that transports him to other worlds.

Once you sign an NDA it's good for life. Meaning legally, I shouldn't tell you this story. But I have to.

A college grad with the six-figure debt to prove it, Ethan Block views San Francisco as the place to be. Yet his
job at hot new dating app DateDate is a far cry from what he envisioned. Instead of making the world a
better place, he reviews flagged photo queues, overworked and stressed out. But that's about to change.

Reeling from a breakup, Ethan decides to find his algorithmically-matched soulmate on DateDate. He
overrides the system and clicks on the profile. Then, he disappears. One minute, he’s in a windowless office,
and the next, he’s in a field of grass, gasping for air. When Ethan snaps back to DateDate HQ, he’s convinced
a coding issue caused the blip. Except for anyone to believe him, he’ll need evidence. As Ethan embarks on a
wild goose chase, moving from dingy think tanks to Silicon Valley’s dominant tech conglomerate, it becomes
clear that there’s more to DateDate than meets the eye. With the stakes rising, and a new world at risk, Ethan
must choose who—and what—he believes in.

Adventurous and hyper timely, PLEASE REPORT YOUR BUG HERE is an inventive coming-of-age
story, a dark exploration of the corruption now synonymous with Big Tech, and, above all, an unforgettable
testament to the power of  human connection in our digital era.

Josh Riedel was the first employee at Instagram, where he worked for several years before earning his MFA
from the University of Arizona. His short stories have appeared in One Story, Passages North, and Sycamore
Review. Please Report Your Bug Here is his first novel. He lives in West Marin, California.

“Please Report Your Bug Here is disarming and inspired, unafraid of  big questions and deep longings. Josh Riedel
writes the topics of  early adulthood—the search for meaning chief  among them—with humor, heart, and

vivid, lived-in precision.” —Rachel Khong, author of Goodbye, Vitamin

“A Silicon Valley gumshoe story that’s also a meditation on authenticity and connection in a world ever more
mediated by technology. In this riveting and surreal debut, Josh Riedel explores the labyrinthine mysteries of

Big Tech and of  the human heart.”—Helen Phillips, author of The Need

“Like the electric-sheep dream of  an Instagram bot, Please Report Your Bug Here is a vividly hyperspecific
technotopian fantasy, portal-warping the reader to a parallel-universe eerily similar to IRL.” —Matthew Baker,

author of Why Visit America and Hybrid Creatures
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Cathleen Schine
KÜNSTLERS IN PARADISE

Publication: June 2023 Manuscript available
Editor: Sarah Crichton

Eleven-year-old Mamie Künstler lived with her family in the fairytale city of Vienna until 1939 when they
were forced to flee to a new fairy tale, Los Angeles. They joined the large collection of directors, actors,
writers and composers who made up Hollywood’s exile community. Years later, in 2020, Mamie’s grandson,
Julian, comes for a visit and is himself exiled in Los Angeles by the Covid 19 lockdown, as Mamie entertains
him with stories of her adventures with the émigré elite like Schoenberg, Mann, Brecht and Greta Garbo.
KÜNSTLERS IN PARADISE is the coming of age story of a pampered, indecisive young man and his
eccentric, worldly grandmother both discovering that history does not end. A comedy of generational
manners, the novel is an unexpectedly buoyant look at hard times and how we make them our own.

Cathleen Schine is the author of The Grammarians, They May Not Mean To, But They Do, The Three Weissmanns of
Westport, and The Love Letter, among other novels. She has contributed to The New Yorker, The New York Review
of  Books, The New York Times Magazine, and The New York Times Book Review. She lives in Los Angeles.

Best Books of  2019,Vanity Fair, Kirkus

"Schine's warmth and wisdom about how families work and don't work are as reliable as her wry humor, and
we often get both together . . . This impossibly endearing and clever novel sets off  a depth charge of  emotion

and meaning." —Kirkus (starred review)

"Schine's sparkling latest [is] both a fizzy exploration of  the difficulties of  separating from one's closest ally
and a quirky meditation on the limits of  language for understanding the world." —Publishers Weekly

"Captivating . . . written with the tender precision and clarity of  a painting by Vermeer . . . [a] wry and elegant
novel." —Ann Levin, Associated Press

"A delightful new novel . . . Schine takes her readers on deep philosophical dives but resurfaces with craft and
humor; her tone is amused and amusing." —Susan Dominus, The New York Times Book Review

“The mother of  the beguilingly unusual twins whose lives unfold in this sublime comic novel could not adore
them more than I do. A singular delight for anyone who has ever marveled at the quirks and beauties and

frustrations of  English grammar, and a fascinating portrait of  the passions and dramas of  fierce familial love.”
—Sigrid Nunez, National Book Award–winning author of The Friend

"This tale of  twins who "elbow each other out of  the way in the giant womb of  the world" is smart, buoyant
and bookish — in the best sense of  the word." —Heller McAlpin,NPR

"The Grammarians, is a rich study of  the factions that attempt to define how language should be
used."—Lauren Leibowitz, The New Yorker

Rights sold, The Grammarians: Italian/Mondadori
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Andrew Bacevich
PATHS OF DISSENT

Soldiers Speak Out Against America's Misguided Wars
Publication: August 2022 Manuscript available
Editor: Grigory Tovbis

Compiled by New York Times bestselling author Andrew Bacevich and retired
army officer Danny A. Sjursen, PATHS OF DISSENT collects provocative
essays from American military veterans who fought in Iraq and Afghanistan,
offering firsthand testimony that illuminates why the Forever Wars lasted so
long while producing so little of  value.

In the wake of 9/11, the United States embarked upon a Global War on
Terrorism aimed at using American military power to transform the Greater
Middle East. Twenty years later, the ensuing forever wars have produced little
tangible success while exacting enormous harm. In Iraq and Afghanistan, the
United States has sustained tens of thousands of casualties while expending
trillions of dollars and inflicting massive suffering on populations that we sought
to "liberate."

In Washington and across the nation at large, the inclination to forget these wars and move on is palpable. In
fact, there is much to be learned and those who served and fought in these wars are best positioned to teach.
The first book of its kind since the Vietnam era, Paths of Dissent gathers original essays from American
veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan, drawn from all services, ranks, and walks of life, who have come out in
opposition to these conflicts. Selected for their honesty and eloquence by fellow veterans Andrew Bacevich
and Danny Sjursen, these outspoken critics describe not only their motivations for serving, but also for taking
the path of dissent—disappointment and disillusionment; the dehumanizing impact of combat; the loss of
comrades to friendly fire; the persistence of xenophobia and racism—all of these together exposing the
mendacity that has pervaded the Global War on Terrorism from its very outset.

Combining diverse, critical perspectives with powerful personal testimony, Paths of Dissent sheds light on the
myriad factors that have madeAmerica’s post-9/11 wars costly and misguided exercises in futility.

Andrew Bacevich grew up in Indiana, graduated from West Point and Princeton, served in the army, became
a university historian, and currently serves as the president and founder of the Quincy Institute for
Responsible Statecraft, a nonpartisan foreign policy think tank. He is the author, co-author, or editor of a
dozen books, among them The Limits of Power, Washington Rules, Age of Illusions, and most recently, After the
Apocalypse: America’s Role in a World Transformed.

Daniel A. Sjursen is a retired US Army officer, senior fellow at the Center for International Policy,
contributing editor at Antiwar.com, and director of the Eisenhower Media Network. Along with fellow vet
Chris "Henri" Henriksen, he co-hosts the podcast “Fortress on a Hill.” His work has appeared in the New
York Times, Los Angeles Times, and The Nation, among other publications. He served combat tours in Iraq and
Afghanistan and later taught history at West Point. Sjursen is the author of Ghostriders of Baghdad and Patriotic
Dissent: America in the Age of  Endless War.
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Andrew Bacevich
AFTER THE APOCALYPSE

America’s Role in a World Transformed

Publication: June 2021 Finished books available
Editor: Sara Bershtel

In a bold reconception of America’s place in the world, informed by thinking
from across the political spectrum, Andrew Bacevich lays down a new approach
to U.S. foreign policy—one that is based on moral pragmatism, mutual
coexistence, and war as a last resort. Confronting the threats of the
future—accelerating climate change, a shift in the international balance of
power, and the ascendance of information technology over brute weapons of
war—his vision calls for nothing less than a profound overhaul of our
understanding of  national security.

The nation’s foremost critic of American foreign policy, Andrew Bacevich is
emeritus professor of International Relations at Boston University, and the
author of eight books, including three New York Times bestsellers: The Limits of
Power, Washington Rules, and Breach of Trust. In 2004 Bacevich was a recipient of
the Berlin Prize Fellowship at the American Academy and in 2005 he won the
prestigious Lannan Prize for The Limits of Power, which was also longlisted for

the National Book Award.

"An excoriating call for change . . . Bacevich's arguments are well-informed and stoked by a sense of  moral
outrage. Readers will agree that U.S. foreign policy needs a massive rethink." —Publishers Weekly

"With a reputation for knowledgeable, incisive, and provocative readings of  history, Bacevich delivers his
latest addition to a growing body of  thought-provoking work . . . Broad in its scope yet concise, this is an

important nonconformist interpretation of  American history." —Kirkus

"In a sane country, the estimable Andrew Bacevich would be Secretary of  a much-shrunken Defense
Department. Deepened by his sense of  history, this up-to-the-minute book is his answer to the big question:

why is the most powerful nation on earth so ill-prepared to deal with the world it faces?"
—Adam Hochschild, author of Spain in Our Hearts

“A timely, angry, deeply necessary book about the habits of  mind that have damaged America, and how to
change them.” —Peter Beinart, author of The Crisis of  Zionism

Rights sold: Chinese (simplified)/China Translation & Publishing House

Rights sold, Age of  Illusions: Romanian/Grup Media Litera
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Monica Black
A DEMON-HAUNTED LAND

Witches, Wonder Doctors, and the Ghosts of  the Past in Post–WWII Germany

Publication: November 2020 Finished books available
Editor: Sara Bershtel

A DEMON-HAUNTED LAND offers a completely fresh interpretation of
Germany in the aftermath of World War II. While most histories of the period
emphasize Germany’s rapid transition from genocidal dictatorship to liberal
democracy, A DEMON-HAUNTED LAND shows it as a nation convulsed
by apocalyptic visions, witchcraft trials, and supernatural obsessions.

At the book’s center is the story of Bruno Gröning, a faith healer who rose to
rock-star prominence after his miraculous “curing” of a crippled boy in 1949.
Helped by his manager, a former member of Goebbels’ Propaganda Ministry,
Gröning attracted tens of thousands of devotees, before eventually being
brought to trial for homicide. Amidst widespread fears of impending
apocalypse, millions of others sought help from holy men, exorcists,
witchdoctors, and apparitions of  the Virgin Mary.

Acclaimed historian Monica Black argues that this surge of supernatural obsessions stemmed from the
unspoken guilt and shame of a nation remarkably silent about what was euphemistically called “the most
recent past.” This shadow history irrevocably changes our view of postwar Germany, revealing the country’s
fraught emotional life, deep moral disquiet, and the cost of  trying to bury a horrific legacy.

Dr. Monica Black is an associate professor of European History at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.
Her first book, Death in Berlin: From Weimar to Divided Germany (Cambridge, 2010), won both the Hans
Rosenberg Prize and the Fraenkel Prize in Contemporary History. Grants from the American Council of
Learned Societies and the American Academy in Berlin (where Professor Black was a John P. Birkelund
Fellow in 2014) supported her research for A DEMON-HAUNTED LAND in more than a dozen local
and national German archives.

“Evocative…epic…Chock-full of  colorful anecdotes and charismatic figures,A Demon-Haunted Land not only
offers a brilliant rethinking of  postwar German history, but also asks us to see the irrational as an integral part

of  modernity.”—Boston Review

“Convincing . . . Black effectively and evocatively contrasts the story that this new democracy was telling
about itself, a narrative of  rebuilding and recovery, with what lay below its increasingly shiny surface.”

―The New Criterion

“Timely and urgent . . . Black draws on a rich base of  sources [and] is adept at reading historical silences,
precisely what is being elided or glossed over in traditional archives . . . In beautiful prose, Black crafts a vivid

portrait of  a ruined Germany grappling for some sort of  redemption.”―George L. Mosse Program in History

Rights sold: Chinese (complex)/Acropolis, Dutch/Hollands Diep, German/Klett-Cotta,
Polish/Proszynski, Portuguese/Darkside Books, Russian/Alpina

46



Metropolitan Books Nonfiction

Greg Grandin
AMERICA, AMÉRICA

Publication: September 2023 Manuscript available December 2022
Editor: Sara Bershtel

A sweeping five-century narrative of the New World, AMERICA, AMÉRICA for the first time puts the
United States and Latin America in dramatic conversation with each other to offer an original history of the
western hemisphere and the rise of modernity. Grandin’s book is filled with historical actors, some obscure,
some well-known, such as Bartolomé de las Casas, Simón Bolívar, Woodrow Wilson, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, and Gabriel García Márquez who confront the dilemmas of  their time.

AMERICA, AMÉRICA takes us from the Spanish and English Conquest—the greatest mortality event in
human history—through America’s eighteenth-centuries’ wars for independence, the Monroe Doctrine, to the
world wars, coups, and revolutions of the twentieth century. This is a monumental work of scholarship that
will fundamentally change the way we think of our world today, of slavery and its opposite, liberation; the
birth of  racism and its opposite, universal humanism; and fascism and its opposite, social democracy.

Greg Grandin is the author of The End of the Myth, which won the Pulitzer Prize, and Fordlandia, a finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, and the National Book Critics Circle Award. His widely
acclaimed books also include The Last Colonial Massacre, Kissinger's Shadow, and The Empire of Necessity, which
won the Bancroft and Beveridge awards in American history. He is the Peter V. and C. Van Woodward
Professor of  History at Yale University.

Previous Titles from Greg Grandin:

EMPIRE’S WORKSHOP
Latin America, the United States, and the Making of  an Imperial Republic

March 2021 Updated and Expanded Edition; May 2006

Previous licenses: Japanese/Akashi Shoten, Spanish/Editorial Debate

THE END OF THE MYTH
From the Frontier to the Border Wall in the Mind of  America

March 2019
*2020 PULITZER PRIZE WINNER, GENERAL NONFICTION*

*LONGLISTED FOR THE 2019 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD, NONFICTION*

Rights sold: Chinese (simplified)/Beijing Huaxia Winshare, Korean/Rokmedia

Forthcoming in 2024:
COLUMBUS: The Beginning and the End, A Life

The first biography of  Christopher Columbus in 30 years, drawing on its subject's significant body of  writing
and personal letters, to consider the profound and controversial consequences that his dramatic life effected.
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Mara Kardas-Nelson
THE POVERTY TRAP

The Seductive Promise of  Microfinance

Publication: October 2024 Proposal available; manuscript available September 2023
Editor: Sara Bershtel

THE POVERTY TRAP is an investigative work that provides a critical look at microfinance, an idea
championed by Muhammad Yunus in the 1970s, when Bangladesh was hit by severe floods and famine.
Yunus created Grameen Bank, known as the "bank of the poor," in order to give small loans to the local
population, mostly to women (the men would just drink the loan away). The idea was that they would use
these small loans to start local businesses that would in turn lift them out of  poverty.

It became a hugely popular program, one eventually heralded by Obama, Oprah, and Bono. But there was a
problem. When journalist Mara Kardas-Nelson decided to research criminalized petty debt in Sierra Leone,
she stumbled across women being threatened by the police, and sometimes put in jail, when they couldn’t pay
off their microfinance debts. This launched her into an investigation of the industry. She learned that big
banks had morphed a pro-poor program into a for-profit business over just a few decades. Millions of women
across the developing world are now trapped in layers of debt thanks to high interest, quick turnaround loans;
some commit suicide, others put their children to work.

Kardas-Nelson interviewed key players, including Muhammad Yunus himself; she also met insiders with
growing doubts. How did the world’s most famous anti-poverty program come to look more like a predatory
payday lending scheme? Why does microfinance continue despite mounds of evidence that it doesn’t work?
Through a combination of big-picture analysis and close reporting, THE POVERTY TRAP will provide a
vivid depiction of  microfinancing’s victims and uncover the truth of  the practice.

Mara Kardas-Nelson is an award winning journalist whose work has appeared in The New York Times, NPR,
The Nation, Al Jazeera, The Mail & Guardian, and many others. She has acted as research assistant for Michael
Pollan and Naomi Klein.

Early endorsements:

“I know Mara and her work well and am familiar with the microfinance story. She's a terrific reporter and
writer…and has a big story by the tail here. Everyone thinks of  microfinance as the work of  angels—I
certainly did—but when I read her piece about it, I was dumbstruck at what a racket she had exposed.”

—Michael Pollan

“I want to strongly endorse Mara Kardas-Nelson’s proposal for her book on microfinance. I think this will be
a dynamite book. It’s all too rare, I find, that a writer has both the ability to bring people and places alive in

sparkling prose, and to dig deep into the history and structure of  a crucial economic injustice. It’s this unusual
combination that gives this book such potential.”

—Adam Hochschild
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Robin D. G. Kelley
BLACK BODIES SWINGING

A Historical Autopsy
Publication: May 2023 Manuscript available June 2022
Editor: Riva Hocherman

By the leading Black historian of the 21st century, BLACK BODIES SWINGING is a fierce, distilled
history of  the pillage and defiance of  Black America.

The police killing of George Floyd in May 2020 triggered a wave of protests like no other, first within the U.S.
and quickly becoming an international movement, sparking outrage and action across the globe. How did we
get here? Conducting a historical autopsy, Robin Kelley approaches the lives and deaths of George Floyd,
Ahmaud Arbery, Eric Garner, Breonna Taylor, and so many others as a portal to the racist histories that
strangled them and their communities. From the slave patrols and lynch law of the Deep South to segregated
housing, the war on drugs, slum clearance, predatory lending, and extraction of wealth, Kelley draws a direct
line from the “blood at the root”—the racial terror at the heart of the American social and economic
order—to the latest casualties of  that terror.

BLACK BODIES SWINGING is also the story of Black resistance, of decades of organizing, political
education, and movement building. The millions who came out swinging, who took to the streets in a
multiracial, militant, and mobile uprising, were part of a long lineage of combatants. In this riveting and
original reckoning, the current demand—not only for justice for Black victims but for vast and visionary
social change—is revealed as the newest chapter in the fight to emancipate, democratize, and lay to rest the
America we know so that a new world may be born.

Robin D. G. Kelley is the author of the definitive biography Thelonious Monk, which received the PEN Open
Book Award; Yo Mama’s Disfunktional: Africa Speaks; Freedom Dreams; and other acclaimed books on
African-American history, music, and radical social movements. Kelley’s essays have appeared in The New York
Times, The Nation, The Boston Review and many other publications. The recipient of a 2014 Guggenheim
Fellowship, Kelley is Distinguished Professor and Gary B. Nash Endowed Chair in U.S. History at the
University of  California, Los Angeles, where he resides.

Praise for Robin D. G. Kelley:

“Robin Kelley is the preeminent historian of  Black popular culture writing today.” —Cornel West

“Robin Kelley produces histories of  Black radicalism and visions of  the future that defy convention and
expectation.” —Angela Davis

“Through this masterful book of  Black radical history and philosophy, I can look past the dreariness of  our
unfree world with the binoculars of  the imaginary.” —Ibram X. Kendi,New York Times bestselling author of

Stamped From the Beginning, on Freedom Dreams

British: Penguin Press
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James Loeffler
THE HATERS AND THE HATED

Antisemitism in Postwar America
Publication: October 2023 Manuscript available December 2022
Editor: Riva Hocherman

When White Supremacists trudged through the University of Virginia in Charlottesville in August 2017, they
barked out one phrase again and again: “Jews will not replace us.” In reply, the crowd of counter protesters
chanted three words that are now familiar to every American: “Black Lives Matter.” That mismatched
call-and-response reflects a larger puzzle about hatred in contemporary America, about the relationship of
race and Jewishness, about whiteness, and about liberalism. Antisemitism is newly resurgent, deeply entwined
with racism, yet we somehow lack the words to answer it, let alone understand it.

This is not to say that we do not speak about it. The topic has generated an endless parade of editorials,
scores of new state laws, and even a controversial presidential executive order. Yet most commentators fold
anti-Jewish hate into a generic ideology of White Supremacy. Or they revert to cliches about an eternal
Christian hatred or a foreign ideology imported from elsewhere. In these tellings, the menace always begins
somewhere else. Thus antisemitism remains somehow less critical to the American story than racism, less
central to the problem of  American democracy, lessAmerican.

Told through the events of three seminal anti-Jewish riots—Chicago in 1946; Skokie, IL in 1977; and
Charlottesville—THE HATERS AND THE HATED will supply antisemitism with an American history,
showing it as a distinct phenomenon, one that looks different from the rest of the world. Without such a
history, we remain unable to see how antisemitism fits into the historical struggle for racial justice and
religious equality here at home. With it, we might see that the Jewish experience contains lessons about the
larger character of American liberalism’s majestic, tortured relationship to religious and racial difference, the
greatest challenge at the heart of  American democracy.

James Loeffler is the author of Rooted Cosmopolitans: Jews and Human Rights in the Twentieth Century,won the
American Historical Association’s Rosenberg Prize for Best Book in Jewish History and the Association for
Jewish Studies Schnitzer Prize for Best Book in Jewish Studies. His first book, The Most Musical Nation: Jews and
Culture in the Late Russian Empire, received eight major scholarly awards and literary honors, including from the
ASCAP Foundation and the Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature. He has written for The Atlantic, The
Washington Post, The New York Times, Tablet, The New Republic, and The Wall Street Journal, and numerous other
national and international publications. Loeffler is the Jay Berkowitz Professor of Jewish History and Director
of the Jewish Studies Program at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, where he co-edits the flagship
academic journal the Association for Jewish Studies Review.

Praise for Rooted Cosmopolitans:

“Bracing and nuanced..." —Wall Street Journal

“Loeffler marshals remarkable archival research, literary grace, and philosophical insight to recover a
forgotten chapter of  history (several, actually) and make us think more deeply about political ethics, both

Jewish and universal." —Jewish Review of  Books
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Becca Rothfeld
ALL THINGS ARE TOO SMALL

Publication: March 2024 Proposal available; manuscript available January 2023
Editor: Riva Hocherman

The first book by star literary critic Becca Rothfeld, ALL THINGS ARE TOO SMALL is a celebration of
cultural excess, disproportion, and abandon, as well as a defense of the idea that a healthy society can marry
economic and political equality with aesthetic imbalance.

Our current cultural focus on moderation, caution, and ideology masks an unwillingness to enforce equality
where it is most needed: in the economic realm. Critic and essayist Becca Rothfeld is unafraid to slay sacred
cows—see her wickedly pointed dissection of the cult of Sally Rooney—but her argument is both more subtle
and deeper than her hilarious one-liners might imply. Through her razor-sharp prose, Rothfeld argues for a
world in which our social and economic security is protected, our art—and lives—are free to be operatic,
messy, provocative, and willfully unrestrained.

Despite her best attempts to frighten the public away with references to obscure German philosophers (just
kidding!), Rothfeld is writing a book that’s whip-smart and great fun to read. Her essays garner fan mail from
rabbis, Princeton professors, and teenage girls, while her champions include James Woods, Parul Sehgal,
Daniel Mendelsohn, Cynthia Ozick, and more.

ALL THINGS ARE TOO SMALL—the title is from a medieval mystic extolling the fierce joys of
expansiveness—will be a provocative and delightfully contrarian debut, for readers of Jia Tolentino and
Rebecca Solnit.

A finalist for a National Magazine Award, two-time finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Nona
Balakian reviewing prize, and winner of the 2021 Robert B. Silvers Prize for Literary Criticism, Becca
Rothfeld is an essayist, critic, editor, and philosopher. She has written about Paul Celan, Bohumil Hrabal,
Sally Rooney, Heinrich von Kleist, Bruno Schulz, Simone Weil, internet stalking, Marie Kondo, serial killers,
and more for publications like The New York Review of Books, The TLS, The New Yorker, The Atlantic, The New
York Times Book Review, Bookforum, Art in America, The Baffler, The Nation, The New Republic, AGNI, Cabinet, The
Point, The Yale Review, and many others. Her work brings philosophy to bear on both high art and
contemporary culture. At Harvard, where she is currently a PhD candidate in philosophy and a fellow at the
Edmund J. Safra Center for Ethics, Becca studies the relationship between ethics and aesthetics.

British: Virago
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Giovanni Russonello
THE FIRST MINUTE OF A NEW DAY

Gil Scott-Heron's Revolution

Publication: April 2024 Proposal available; manuscript available January 2023
Editor: Riva Hocherman

If you've ever heard the phrase "The revolution will not be televised" then you've heard the words of Gil
Scott-Heron, the legendary jazz musician, poet, activist and author. Sometimes called “The Godfather of
Rap” or even the “Black Bob Dylan,” neither sobriquet gets at the true legacy of the brilliant, complicated,
and infamous artist who touched everything from poetry to music to politics to literature.

THE FIRST MINUTE OF A NEW DAY will be the first definitive biography of Scott-Heron, with a
publication in 2024 to coincide with the 75th anniversary of his birth. The book will cover the vast reach of
his political, cultural, and musical influence; the turbulent story of Washington, D.C., in the 1970s and its
meaning for Black power and society for decades to follow; Scott-Heron’s place in Black nationalism; and
most of  all, the impact of  his work, which lives on in just about every cultural medium imaginable.

Gil Scott-Heron is overdue for a restoration to his place in history and recognition for his acute relevance to
our times (which is not to discount his existing followers—his work is downloaded by a million monthly
listeners on Spotify). The book promises to be both a landmark biography and a formally innovative work of
storytelling by one of the very few writers with the expertise to engage with the life of Gil Scott-Heron. With
one foot deep in the world of jazz, and the other even deeper in politics, Giovanni Russonello has the rare
authority and ability to write what is sure to be a classic, award-winning biography.

Giovanni Russonello is a writer, organizer and educator who is the only person to serve simultaneously as a
music critic and political columnist for The New York Times. He currently covers jazz and experimental music
for the Times, while also reaching more than a million subscribers each day as the lead writer of the On
Politics newsletter. For the past 11 years he has been the president and co-founder of CapitalBop, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization that promotes, presents and preserves jazz in Washington, D.C., as a means of
building community in a city riven by the impact of gentrification. He spent years as a talk-radio host on the
local “jazz and justice” radio station, WPFW 89.3 FM. He teaches writing part-time at New York University’s
School of  Professional Studies, and is a 2021 fellow in the Logan Nonfiction Program.

British: Faber & Faber
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Tim Schwab
THE GOOD BILLIONAIRE

Publication: September 2023 Proposal available; manuscript available October 2022
Editor: Grigory Tovbis

In a remarkable feat, Bill Gates—a reviled tech villain when he ran Microsoft two decades ago—has managed
to transform himself into one of the most admired people on the planet, hailed as a generous philanthropist
giving away his money for the public good. And while his divorce from Melinda French Gates has dimmed
his luster in the public eye, the beneficence of the Gates Foundation, celebrated for spending billions to save
lives around the globe, is still largely taken for granted. But this simplistic portrayal ignores the enormous
political influence that Gates has acquired through his charity. The foundation does not simply distribute
money. Whether it’s pushing for patents on COVID vaccines, spreading industrialized Western agricultural
practices throughout Africa, or establishing charter schools against voters’ wishes in the United States, it sets a
policy agenda for how to fix the world—based on Gates’s dogmatic beliefs in the primacy of markets,
technology, and the private sector—then imposes this vision on the rest of  us.

Putting a long-overdue critical lens on Gates, THE GOOD BILLIONAIRE shows what happens when
power comes without transparency or accountability. Tim Schwab’s reporting reveals billions of dollars in
dark money at the foundation, a welter of conflicts of interest related to Big Pharma, and a constellation of
controversial figures connected with the charity, including convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. Virtually
everyone who has worked closely with the Gates Foundation describes it in candid moments the same way
that critics used to describe Microsoft: as a bully. But Gates donates so much money to newsrooms, think
tanks, and universities that whistleblowers run into a “Bill Chill”—a reluctance to criticize Gates out loud for
fear of  losing his patronage.

Fearless and illuminating, THE GOOD BILLIONAIRE reveals Gates as we’ve never seen him before, a far
more complex character than the avuncular do-gooder of countless flattering profiles. And it examines the
bigger issue of how billionaire philanthropy has increasingly ingratiated itself into democratic politics,
transforming wealth into political might. As Gates normalizes charity as a vehicle of political power, he
creates a dangerous precedent for a new generation of  billionaires to come.

Tim Schwab has written several feature articles on Bill Gates for The Nation, the Columbia Journalism Review,
and The British Medical Journal. Representing some of the only investigative journalism ever published on Gates,
his reporting won the Izzy Prize (named for the maverick journalist I. F. Stone) and the Deadline Club Award.
The Nation recently nominated his series on the Gates Foundation for the Pulitzer Prize.

British: Penguin Business

Rights sold: Bulgarian/Knigomania, Chinese (complex)/Heliopolis Culture Group, Chinese
(simplified)/China Translation & Publishing House, Dutch/Atlas Contact, German/Fischer,

Polish/Insignis, Russian/Bombora/Exmo, Vietnamese/TUE TRI
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Nathan Thrall
A DAY IN THE LIFE OF ABED SALAMA

Publication: September 2023 Proposal available; manuscript available September 2022
Editor: Riva Hocherman

In March 2021, the New York Review of Books published Nathan Thrall’s 20,000-word essay, “A Day in the Life
of Abed Salama.” A devastating, indelible account of a deadly traffic accident outside Jerusalem, the story
serves to peel back the history and tragedy of one of the most contested places on earth. After the essay ran,
this happened:

“I pray that Thrall’s article will remind President Joe Biden of the courageous stance he took against
apartheid in South Africa as a senator.” —Bishop Desmond Tutu

“Beautifully written, even as it shares a devastating truth.” —Michelle Alexander

“One of  the best pieces I have read on Palestine.” —J.M Coetzee

These are a fraction of the responses. Then, as war erupted in Israel and Palestine, the piece gave readers
across the world an essential key to understanding the deeper story behind the headlines. The article was
circulated in Congress; Thrall did back-to-back media appearances; and the piece was one of the most
downloaded in the NYRB's history.

The story that the book tells—of the collision of a Palestinian school bus with a tractor trailer owned by an
Israeli settler, on its way to gather stones in a West Bank quarry—revolves around a singular, heartbreaking
event. But it is a story that brings together, over the course of a windy morning, a cast of characters whose
interwoven lives make up an intricate tapestry of  the modern history of  the Holy Land.

Expanding the story of Abed Salama to recount a sweeping family and national history, this will be Nathan
Thrall’s first original book, an epic account told through a single narrative, and it is sure to become the
touchstone for the subject, the work that no one will be able to ignore.

Nathan Thrall is a writer and leading analyst of the Arab-Israeli conflict. A former staff member of The New
York Review of Books, he joined the International Crisis Group in 2010 as senior analyst covering Israel, the
West Bank, and Gaza. He is a regular contributor to The New York Review of Books, The London Review of Books,
and The New York Times, and his analysis is often featured in print and broadcast media, including The New
York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, The Economist, The Financial Times, Time, the BBC,
Democracy Now!, NPR, and CNN. He lives in Jerusalem with his wife and daughters.

British: Allen Lane

Rights sold: French/Gallimard
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Jeffrey Veidlinger
IN THE MIDST OF CIVILIZED EUROPE

The Pogroms of  1918–1921 and the Onset of  the Holocaust
Publication: October 2021 Finished books available
Editor: Sara Bershtel

IN THE MIDST OF CIVILIZED EUROPE is the first full depiction of the
wave of anti-Jewish pogroms that followed the Russian Revolution and laid the
groundwork for the Holocaust. Between 1918 and 1921, more than a hundred
thousand Jews were murdered in Ukraine and Poland by peasants, townsmen, and
soldiers who blamed the Jews for the turmoil of World War I and the Russian
Revolution. Largely forgotten today, these pogroms—ethnic riots—led aid
workers to warn that six million Jews were in danger of complete extermination.
Twenty years later, these dire predictions would come true.

Jeffrey Veidlinger’s groundbreaking work draws on thousands of newly
discovered witness testimonies, trial records, and official orders to show for the
first time how this wave of genocidal violence created the conditions for the
Holocaust. Through stories of survivors, perpetrators, aid workers, and
governmental officials, he explains how so many different groups of people came

to the same conclusion: that killing Jews was an acceptable response to their various problems. In riveting
prose, IN THE MIDST OF CIVILIZED EUROPE asks not only why Germans, Poles and Ukrainians
killed Jews, but also why one group—any group—would suddenly seek to physically exterminate another.

Jeffrey Veidlinger is the Director of the Frankel Center for Judaic Studies at the University of Michigan,
where he also serves as the Joseph Brodsky Collegiate Professor of History and Judaic Studies. His books,
which include The Moscow State Yiddish Theater and In the Shadow of the Shtetl, have won a National Jewish Book
Award, the Barnard Hewitt Award for Theater Scholarship, two Canadian Jewish Book Awards, and the J. I.
Segal Award. Widely recognized as a leading scholar of the Holocaust, Veidlinger serves as the Vice President
of the Association for Jewish Studies and the Associate Chair of the Academic Advisory Committee to the
Center for Jewish History and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

2022 LIONEL GELBER PRIZE FINALIST
2021 NATION AL JEW ISH BOOK AWARD FINALIST

"Veidlinger’s book ranks alongside Timothy Snyder’s Bloodlands in forcing our eyes eastwards." —Patrick
Bishop, The Telegraph

"Revelatory…This is a vital addition to understanding how the Holocaust happened." —Publishers Weekly

"Exhaustive, clearly written, deeply researched." —The Times (UK)

“No history of  that Jewish catastrophe comes close to the virtuosity of  research, clarity of  prose, and power
of  analysis of  this extraordinary book..” —Timothy Snyder, author ofBloodlands

British: Macmillan UK

Rights sold: Dutch/Het Spectrum, German/C.H. Beck, Italian/Rizzoli, Spanish/Galaxia Gutenberg
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Leana Wen
LIFELINES

A Doctor’s Journey in the Fight for Public Health
Publication: July 2021 Finished books available
Editor: Riva Hocherman

From the frontlines of public health, Leana Wen—emergency doctor, health
commissioner for Baltimore and former president of Planned Parenthood—has
led the fight against the opioid epidemic, outbreaks of infectious disease, infant
mortality, and Covid-19 disinformation. In vivid detail, drawing on her deep
experience, Wen unveils the invisible hand of public health, how it uniquely
encompasses science, advocacy, medicine, and politics; how innovative programs
can treat gun violence as a contagious disease and racism as a health issue; how
public health plays a key role in protecting the vulnerable and keeping streets safe.

Wen’s own story is a uniquely American one, of a child refugee from China whose
parents relied on food stamps and were at times homeless. That child went on to
attend college at 13, graduate from medical school, and turn to public health to
make a difference in the country that had offered her such vast possibilities.

Delivered with unmatched authority, LIFELINES offers an uplifting memoir, a window onto the inner
workings of  public health, and a galvanizing call to understand health for all as a fundamental human right.

Dr. Leana Wen is an emergency physician and visiting professor of health policy and management at the
George Washington University Milken Institute School of Public Health. A nonresident senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution, she is also a contributing columnist for The Washington Post, writing on health policy and
public health, and an on-air commentator for CNN as a medical analyst.

“Leana Wen’s book about her journey into the world of  public health is a moving eye-opener…This is a
must-read from one of  our finest medical writers.” —Dr. Siddhartha Mukherjee, author ofEmperor of  All

Maladies and The Gene

"Until recently, I knew Dr. Leana Wen as a source of  medical expertise and common sense…But in the pages
of  her new book,Lifelines, I learned about Wen’s remarkable background, and the searing experiences that

drove her into public health…Wen's memoir is a call to action. Eventually the country will get past this virus,
but Wen is right: Actually getting well is going to be a much longer project." —The Washington Post

"Gripping…a PBS-style insider account of  race, politics, money and gender issues in medicine and public
health…connected by a candid, Oprah-worthy personal narrative that at times will have you on the brink of

tears." —Forbes

Praise for Leana Wen
TIME Magazine’s “100 Most Influential People,” 2019

A World Economic Forum Young Global Leader

Rights sold: Chinese (simplified)/Shanghai Translation
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Andy Cohen Books

Dave Quinn
NOT ALL DIAMONDS AND ROSÉ

The Inside Story of  the Real Housewives from the People Who Lived It
Publication: October 2021 Finished books available
Editor: James Melia

For the first time in the ultimate Reunion, the Ladies of The Real Housewives dish
on the iconic moments we’ll never forget and the off-camera drama we’ve never
seen before. From flipped tables to thrown tiki torches, from Beverly Hills to
Dallas, this is the definitive story of  the real Real Housewives.

The Real Housewives, for the first time, go on the record with the true story of
the juggernaut franchise. With the full support of Bravo and Andy Cohen,
NOT ALL DIAMONDS AND ROSÉ is the definitive tell-all of the hit
television saga, from its unlikely start in the gated communities of Orange
County, to the pop culture behemoth it has become—spanning seven cities,
hundreds of cast members, and millions of fans. This is the real story straight
from the lips of the women and men who have made it America’s favorite guilty
pleasure.

Amassing hours of exclusive interviews with the wives, husbands, friends-of, and crew members behind the
scenes, author Dave Quinn gets the unfiltered truth behind fan-favorite moments, legendary rivalries, and
off-camera revelations never before shared.

An entertainment journalist and lifelong Bravo fan since back in the Queer Eye for the Straight Guy days, Dave
Quinn has covered the Housewives for outlets like PEOPLE Magazine and Entertainment Weekly. In addition
to reviewing reality TV, much of Dave’s career has been spent writing about theater—which, when combined
with the Housewives, makes him an expert in drama. He lives in Park Slope, Brooklyn with his boyfriend,
their elderly dog, and the only thing worth putting in his will: a ginormous TV.

“[Not All Diamonds and Rosé] spills the tea (or the rosé, if  you prefer) on the reality empire with extensive
reporting from the series' casts, producers, executives, and more.” —Entertainment Weekly

“As sweeping as it is scandalous…Fans will drink this up as quickly as the Housewives would a glass of
champagne.” —Publishers Weekly

“This exhaustive oral history features dishy interviews with 185 cast and crew members behind the Bravo
phenomenon. Fans will delight to read about how it all got started, which fired housewives are angriest with
Andy Cohen—and a shocking, never-before-revealed incident that happened when the New Jersey cast went

to Punta Cana. No wonder the book sold out after it was first released.” —New York Post
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Pratap Chatterjee and Khalil
VERAX

The True History of  Whistleblowers, Drone Warfare, and Mass Surveillance
Publication: October 2017 Metropolitan Books
Editor: Riva Hocherman

In a wholly original and engaging telling, VERAX (“truth-teller” and one of
Edward Snowden's code names) recounts the full story of American electronic
surveillance post-9/11, in brilliant comics form.

We follow Pratap Chatterjee, journalist sleuth, as he dives into the world of
mass surveillance and introduces its cast of characters: companies, users,
government agencies, whistleblowers, journalists, and, in a leading role, the
devices themselves. He explains the complex ways governments follow the
movements and interactions of individuals and countries, and chronicles the
complicity of corporations like Apple, Verizon, and Google, and the daring of
the journalists and whistleblowers—from Snowden to the lesser-known NSA
Four—who made sure that the world would know. Finally, he gives a prognosis

for the future of  mass surveillance, and for the fate of  those who resist it.

Condensing the broad, complex history of 21st-century surveillance into a compact and vivid work, VERAX
is a valuable contribution that is certain to last.

Pratap Chatterjee is the author of Halliburton’s Army and Iraq, Inc. An investigative reporter for the last 25
years, he has received numerous awards, including the Lannan Cultural Freedom Award. His articles have
appeared in The Financial Times, The Guardian, The Independent, The Village Voice, and The New Republic, among
other publications. He has also produced TV reports for Channel Four TV in the UK and Democracy Now!
in the US. He serves on the board of  Amnesty International.

Khalil is the coauthor of Zahra’s Paradise, a New York Times bestselling graphic novel that has been published
in 16 languages worldwide and nominated for two Eisner awards. His political cartoons have been published
by the New York Times, USA Today, The Los Angeles Times, and other major newspapers, and his work is
distributed to over 2,000 publications nationwide.

“[A] pointed examination of  the controversies and ethical quandaries of  drone warfare and the surveillance
state. Khalil’s sketchy figures fall somewhere between caricature and realism, while the diagrams scattered

throughout help clarify the tech-heavy narrative. [Chatterjee] also devotes a chapter to the state of  surveillance
intel under Trump, including the disastrous January 2017 raid and drone strike in Yemen and the increase in
strikes since Trump has taken office, ensuring the continued relevance of  this troubling work.” —Publishers

Weekly, (starred review)

Rights sold: French/Les Arènes, Italian/Feltrinelli, Spanish/Salamandra
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Erich Fromm
ESCAPE FROM FREEDOM

Publication: 1941 Henry Holt Nonfiction

Masha Gessen wrote in the New York Review of Books, “I’ve been surprised, in the
last year, that the resurgence of interest in some of the classic books on
totalitarianism has not brought back Erich Fromm’s wonderful ESCAPE
FROM FREEDOM…In the book, Fromm proposes that there are two kinds
of freedom: ‘freedom from,’ which we all want—we all want our parents to stop
telling us what to do—and ‘freedom to,’ which can be difficult or even
unbearable. This is the freedom to invent one’s future, the freedom to choose.
Fromm suggests that at certain times in human history the burden of ‘freedom
to’ becomes too painful for a critical mass of people to bear, and they take the
opportunity to cede their agency—whether it’s to Martin Luther, Adolf Hitler,
or Donald Trump.”

If humanity cannot live with the dangers and responsibilities inherent in
freedom, it will probably turn to authoritarianism. This is the central idea of

ESCAPE FROM FREEDOM, a landmark work by one of the most distinguished thinkers of our time, and
a book that is as timely now as when first published in 1941. Few books have thrown such light upon the
forces that shape modern society or penetrated so deeply into the causes of authoritarian systems. If the rise
of democracy set some people free, it simultaneously gave birth to a society in which the individual feels
alienated and dehumanized. Using the insights of psychoanalysis as probing agents, Fromm’s work analyzes
the illness of  contemporary civilization as witnessed by its willingness to submit to totalitarian rule.

Erich Fromm was a German-born U.S. psychoanalyst and social philosopher who explored the interaction
between psychology and society. He died in 1980.

“An analysis par excellence of  our cultural neurosis.” —The Nation

“Fromm’s thought merits the critical attention of  all concerned with the human condition and its future.”
—The Washington Post

“An important and challenging work.” —The New York Herald Tribune

Rights sold: Albanian/Fan Noli, Arabic/Dar al Hiwar, Bulgarian/Ciela, Chinese (complex)/Ecus,
Chinese (simplified)/Shanghai 99 Readers Culture Co., Czech/Portal, Dutch/Erven J. Bijleveld,

French/Éditions des Belles Lettres, Georgian/Intelekti, German/DTV, Greek/Dioptra,
Italian/Mondadori, Japanese/Tokyo Sogen-sha, Korean/Archive, Polish/vis-a-vis/Etiuda,

Romanian/Editura Trei, Russian/AST, Serbian/Nova Knjiga, Slovenian/UMco, Swedish/Lindelöws,
Turkish/SAY, Ukrainian/Family Leisure Club, Vietnamese/Vietnam Omega

Rights sold, Anatomy Of  Human Destructiveness: British/Random House, Bulgarian/Zahary Stoyanov,
Chinese (complex)/Ecus, Chinese (simplified)/Beijing World, Czech/Portal, Dutch/Erven J. Bijleveld,

German/Rowohlt, Japanese/Kinokuniya, Polish/Dom Wydawniczy Rebis, Serbian/Nova Knjiga,
Slovak/Citadella, Turkish/ Say
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Anand Gopal
NO GOOD MEN AMONG THE LIVING

America, the Taliban, and the War through Afghan Eyes
Publication: April 2014; October 2023 with a new afterword Metropolitan Books Nonfiction
Editor: Grigory Tovbis

Anand Gopal's NO GOOD MEN AMONG THE LIVING stunningly lays
bare the workings of America's longest war and the truth behind its prolonged
agony.

In a breathtaking chronicle, acclaimed journalist Anand Gopal traces the lives
of three Afghans caught in America's war on terror. He follows a Taliban
commander, who rises from scrawny teenager to leading insurgent; a
U.S.-backed warlord, who uses the American military to gain wealth and power;
and a village housewife trapped between the two sides, who discovers the
devastating cost of neutrality. Through their dramatic stories emerges a
stunning tale of how the United States had triumph in sight in
Afghanistan—and then brought the Taliban back from the dead, as
underscored by the aftermath of the recent withdrawal of American armed
forces from the region. In the midst of the tumult, Gopal continues to be one
of the leading voices reporting on the conflict. His September 2021 piece in The

New Yorker, “The Other Afghan Women,” received an outpouring of praise and seems certain to win major
awards.

Anand Gopal is a freelance journalist covering Afghanistan, Egypt, Syria, and other international hotspots.
He has served as an Afghanistan correspondent for The Wall Street Journal and The Christian Science Monitor, and
his writing has appeared in The New York Times Magazine, The Nation, The New Republic, Harper’s, and Foreign
Policy, among other publications. He has won a National Magazine Award, a George Polk Award, and three
Overseas Press Club awards for his reporting on the Middle East.

PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST

WINNER OF THE RIDENHOUR PRIZE

"Essential reading for anyone concerned about how America got Afghanistan so wrong…It is ultimately the
most compelling account I've read of  how Afghans themselves see the war."—The New York Times Book

Review

“Astonishing stories... Such investigative reporting is very rare in Afghanistan, where foreign journalists have
been targets since 2001…He won the trust of  insurgent leaders. But his real genius lies in binding all these
sources together and combining them with thousands of  hours of  interviews… All this allows him to bring

life to figures who have hitherto been caricatures.” —The New York Review of  Books

“If  you read one book on Afghanistan today, make it this one…” —Jon Lee Anderson, author ofThe Fall of
Baghdad and The Lion’s Grave
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Bill McKibben
FALTER

Has the Human Game Begun to Play Itself  Out?
Publication: April 2019 Henry Holt Nonfiction
Editor: Sarah Crichton

Thirty years ago Bill McKibben offered one of the earliest warnings about
climate change with his groundbreaking book The End of Nature. Now he
broadens the warning: the entire human game, he suggests, has begun to play
itself out. Even as climate change shrinks the space where our civilization can
exist, new technologies like artificial intelligence and robotics threaten to bleach
away the variety of human experience. FALTER tells the story of these
converging trends and of the ideological fervor that keeps us from bringing
them under control. And then, drawing on McKibben’s experience in building
350.org, the first truly global citizens movement to combat climate change, it
offers some possible ways out of the trap. FALTER is a powerful and sobering
call to arms, to save not only our planet but also our humanity.

Bill McKibben is the founder of the environmental organization 350.org and
was among the first to have warned of the dangers of global warming. Foreign

Policy named him one of the 100 most important global thinkers. He is the author of fifteen books, including
the bestsellers The End of Nature, Eaarth, and Deep Economy. He is the Schumann Distinguished Scholar in
Environmental Studies at Middlebury College and the winner of the Gandhi Prize, the Thomas Merton Prize,
and the Right Livelihood Prize. He lives in Vermont.

A New York Times Bestseller

“[McKibben] has gathered the most vivid statistics, distilled history to its juiciest turns, and made the case as
urgently and clearly as can be: The whole breadth of  our existence—the ‘human game’—is in jeopardy.”

—The Washington Post

“McKibben, a veteran environmental writer, is never hectoring or hyperbolic; here, he turns the possibility of
human extinction (from climate change, artificial intelligence, etc.) into an absorbing analysis with a glimmer

of  hope.” —The New York Times Book Review, *Editors’ Choice*

Rights sold: ANZ/Black, Inc., British/Wildfire (Headline UK), Danish/Information, French/Massot,
German/Karl Blessing, Korean/Saenggakieum, Portuguese (in Brazil)/Alta, Russian/Portal

Rights sold, Eaarth: ANZ/Black Inc., Chinese (complex)/Global Group Holdings, Chinese
(simplified)/CITIC, Croatian/Izvori, Czech/Nakladatelství Paseka, Danish/Information, Italy/Edizioni

Ambiente, Turkish/TEMA Vakfy

Rights sold, Deep Economy: British/One World, Chinese (complex)/Ecus Publishing House, Chinese
(simplified)/Thinkingdom, Japanese/Eiji Press
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Carl Safina
BECOMING WILD

How Animal Cultures Raise Families, Create Beauty, and Achieve Peace
Publication: April 2020 Henry Holt Nonfiction
Editor: Ruby Rose Lee

In BECOMING WILD, the follow-up to Safina’s bestselling Beyond Words, Carl
Safina reveals the interconnections and outer directions of non-human
cultures—what animals do, why they do it, how life is for them.

From the Peruvian rainforest, where certain macaw populations have names for
themselves and form deep pair-bonds that can last decades; to Uganda, where
chimpanzees communicate via 66 gestures to deliver meaningful messages, such
as “Go away,” and “I’d like a hug”; to Kenya, where clans of spotted hyena have
up to ninety members, all of whom recognize one another, and use kin and rank
relationships when making decisions, we encounter some of the smartest, most
social (yet individualized) and flexible minds in the world.

Culture, says Safina, arises from instincts inherent in humans and non-humans
alike. We must face the fact that an ape is not just an ape, a whale is not just a
whale. They have lives, traditions, lineages, histories.

Carl Safina is the author of seven books, including Beyond Words and Song for the Blue Ocean, which was a New
York Times “Notable Book of the Year.” He is founding president of Blue Ocean Institute at Stony Brook
University. He has been recognized with MacArthur, Pew, and Guggenheim Fellowships, and his writing has
won Orion, Lannan, and National Academies literary awards. Safina is founding president of the
not-for-profit Safina Center. He hosted the 10-part PBS series Saving the Ocean with Carl Safina. He lives on
Long Island, New York.

Best Books of  2020,New York Times, Kirkus, Christian Science Monitor

“Fascinating…[Becoming Wild] gives the reader a sense of  being near these creatures and experiencing some of
the most seductive environments on Earth.” —The Wall Street Journal

“[Safina] shows us something too often overlooked in research and in conservation: who animals are, and
how they live… [I]t’s the stories of  Safina’s days with these animals that move us.” —The New York Times

Rights sold: British/One World, Chinese (simplified)/Pan Press, Czech/Vysehrad/Albatros,
Estonian/Varrak, French/La Librairie Vuibert, German/C.H. Beck, Italian/Adelphi, Polish/Krytyka

Polityczna, Russian/Alpina, Spanish/Galaxia Gutenberg, Turkish/Libronet

Rights sold, Beyond Words: British/Souvenir Press, Chinese (Simplified)/Tsinghua University Press Ltd.,
Czech/Vysehrad/Albatros, French/La Librairie Vuibert, French (in Canada)/Guy Saint-Jean,

German/C.H. Beck, Italian/Adelphi, Korean/Dolbegae, Lithuanian/Tyto Alba, Polish/Krytyka
Polityczna, Portuguese (in Portugal)/Relogio D’Agua, Romanian/Seneca, Russian/Azbooka,

Spanish/Galaxia Gutenberg
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Stacy Schiff
A GREAT IMPROVISATION

Franklin, France, and the Birth of  America
Publication: April 2005 Henry Holt Nonfiction
Editor: N/A

In this dazzling work of history, a Pulitzer Prize-winning author follows
Benjamin Franklin to France for the crowning achievement of  his career

“In December of 1776 a small boat delivered an old man to France." So begins an
enthralling narrative account of how Benjamin Franklin—seventy years old,
without any diplomatic training, and possessed of the most rudimentary
French—convinced France, an absolute monarchy, to underwrite America's
experiment in democracy. By virtue of fame, charisma, and ingenuity, Franklin
outmaneuvered British spies, French informers, and hostile colleagues; engineered
the Franco-American alliance of l778; and helped to negotiate the peace of l783.
The eight-year French mission stands not only as Franklin's most vital service to
his country but as the most revealing of  the man.

In A GREAT IMPROVISATION, Stacy Schiff draws from new and
little-known sources to illuminate the least-explored part of Franklin's life, and an unfamiliar, unforgettable
chapter of the Revolution. From these pages emerge a particularly human and yet fiercely determined
Founding Father, as well as a profound sense of how fragile, improvisational, and international was the United
State's bid for independence.

Stacy Schiff is the author of Vera (Mrs. Vladimir Nabokov), which won the Pulitzer Prize for biography in
2000, and Saint-Exupery, which was a finalist for the 1995 Pulitzer Prize. Schiff's work has appeared in The
New Yorker, The New York Times Book Review, The Washington Post, and The Times Literary Supplement. She has
received fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and
the Center for Scholars and Writers at the New York Public Library. She lives in New York City.

Apple TV+ Limited Series starring Michael Douglas as Benjamin Franklin forthcoming

“In sparkling prose, burnished to a high gloss, Stacy Schiff  tells the tale of  Benjamin Franklin in Paris with
piquant humor, outrageous anecdotes worthy of  the finest French farce, and a wealth of  lapidary

observations…C'est magnifique!” —Ron Chernow, author of Alexander Hamilton

“This is a book to savor…Schiff…[is] one of  the most gifted storytellers writing today.” —Joseph J. Ellis,
author of Founding Brothers and His Excellency: George Washington

“Schiff's extensive scholarship, her eye for the colorful detail, and her lively wit combine to bring alive…the
cast of  statesmen, adventurers, spies, courtiers, patriots and con men who have a part in the story of  Benjamin
Franklin's negotiations for American independence…An extraordinary book.” —Edmund S. Morgan, author

of Benjamin Franklin

Rights sold: British/Bloomsbury

Previous licenses: French/Editions Grasset
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David Simon
HOMICIDE

A Year on the Killing Streets
Publication: August 2006 Henry Holt Nonfiction
Editor: John Sterling

From the creator of HBO's The Wire, the classic book about homicide
investigation that became the basis for the hit television show.

The scene is Baltimore. Twice every three days another citizen is shot, stabbed,
or bludgeoned to death. At the center of this hurricane of crime is the city's
homicide unit, a small brotherhood of hard men who fight for whatever justice
is possible in a deadly world.

David Simon was the first reporter ever to gain unlimited access to a homicide
unit, and this electrifying book tells the true story of a year on the violent
streets of an American city. The narrative follows Donald Worden, a veteran
investigator; Harry Edgerton, a Black detective in a mostly white unit; and Tom
Pellegrini, an earnest rookie who takes on the year's most difficult case, the
brutal rape and murder of  an eleven-year-old girl.

Originally published in 1991, HOMICIDE became the basis for the acclaimed television show of the same
name. This edition—which includes a new introduction, an afterword, and photographs—revives this classic,
riveting tale about the men who work on the dark side of  the American experience.

David Simon is a Baltimore-based journalist, author and television producer. A former crime reporter for
the Baltimore Sun, he is the creator of the celebrated HBO series The Wire, which depicts the political and
socioeconomic fissures in an American city. His other television credits include the NBC drama Homicide and
HBO’s The Corner, Generation Kill, Treme, Show Me A Hero, The Deuce, and The Plot Against America. The author
of  two books of  narrative nonfiction,Homicide and The Corner, Simon is a 2010 MacArthur Fellow.

“Simon does an extraordinary job of  getting under the skin and into the minds of  the police officers.”
—The New York Times Book Review

“We seem to have an insatiable appetite for police stories…David Simon's entry is far and away the best, the
most readable, reliable, and relentless of  them all.” —The Washington Post Book World

Rights sold: British/Canongate, Chinese (simplified)/Shanghai Translation, German/Kunstmann,
Portuguese (in Brazil)/Darkside Books, Russian/AST, Spanish/Atico de Los Libros

Previous licenses: Dutch/Ambo/Anthos, French/Sonatine, Italian/Neri Pozza, Polish/Buchmann,
Serbian/Klub Knjiskih Moljaca
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Edward Snowden
PERMANENT RECORD

*A New York Times and International Bestseller*

Publication: September 2019 Metropolitan Books Nonfiction
Editor: Sara Bershtel

Edward Snowden, the man who risked everything to expose the US
government’s system of mass surveillance, reveals for the first time the story of
his life, including how he helped to build that system and what motivated him
to try to bring it down.

In 2013, Edward Snowden shocked the world when he broke with the
American intelligence establishment and revealed that the United States
government was secretly pursuing the means to collect every single phone call,
text message, and email. The result would be an unprecedented system of mass
surveillance able to pry into the private lives of every person on earth. Six years
later, Snowden reveals for the very first time how he helped to build this system
and why he was moved to expose it.

PERMANENT RECORD is the extraordinary account of a bright young
man who grew up online—a man who became a spy, a whistleblower, and, in

exile, the Internet’s conscience. Written with wit, grace, passion, and an unflinching candor, PERMANENT
RECORD is a crucial memoir of  our digital age destined to be a classic.

A systems engineer by training, Edward Snowden served as an officer of the Central Intelligence Agency,
and worked as a contractor for the National Security Agency. He has received numerous awards for his public
service, including the Right Livelihood Award, the German Whistleblower Prize, the Ridenhour Prize for
Truth-Telling, and the Carl von Ossietzky Medal from the International League of Human Rights. Currently,
he serves as president of  the board of  directors of  the Freedom of  the Press Foundation.

“A riveting account…What does it mean to have the data of  our lives collected and stored on file, ready to be
accessed—not just now…but potentially forever?…When it comes to privacy and speech and the

Constitution, his story clarifies the stakes.” —The New York Times

“A robust defense against accusations that he is a traitor…[and] a reminder that his disclosures of  mass
surveillance and bulk collection of  personal information are as relevant now as they were in 2013.”

—The Guardian

Rights sold: Albanian/Pema, ANZ/Pan Macmillan, Arabic/All Prints, British/Pan Macmillan,
Bulgarian/Egmont, Chinese (complex)/China Times, Chinese (simplified)/China South Booky,

Croatian/24sata, Czech/Alpress Danish/Information, Dutch/Balans, Estonian/Tanapaev,
Finnish/WSOY, French/Editions du Seuil, German/S. Fischer, Greek/Psichogios, Hebrew/Yedioth,

Hungarian/21 Szazad, Italian/Longanesi, Japanese/Kawade Shobo Shinsha, Korean/Kyungrok,
Lithuanian/Kitos Knygos, Montenegrin/Obodsko Slovo, Norwegian/H. Aschehoug & Co.,
Polish/Insignis, Portuguese (in Brazil)/Planeta, Portuguese/Planeta Manuscrito Unipessoal,
Romanian/Nemira, Russian/EKSMO, Serbian/Vulkan, Slovak/IKAR, Slovenian/UCILA,

Spanish/Planeta, Swedish/Leopard, Turkish/Epsilon, Ukrainian/KM Books, Uzbek/Azboa.Uz,
Vietnamese/Phanbook

67



Backlist Highlights

Howard Zinn; Paul Buhle; Mike Konopacki
A PEOPLE'S HISTORY OF AMERICAN EMPIRE

The American Empire Project, A Graphic Adaptation
Publication: April 2008 Metropolitan Books Nonfiction
Editor: Riva Hocherman

Adapted from the bestselling grassroots history of the United States, the
story of  America in the world, told in comics form.

Since its landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United States has
had six new editions, sold more than 1.7 million copies, become required
classroom reading throughout the country, and been turned into an acclaimed
play. More than a successful book, A People's History triggered a revolution in
the way history is told, displacing the official versions with their emphasis on
great men in high places to chronicle events as they were lived, from the
bottom up.

Now Howard Zinn, historian Paul Buhle, and cartoonist Mike Konopacki have
collaborated to retell, in vibrant comics form, a most immediate and relevant chapter of A People's History: the
centuries-long story of America's actions in the world. Narrated by Zinn, this version opens with the events
of 9/11 and then jumps back to explore the cycles of U.S. expansionism from Wounded Knee to Iraq,
stopping along the way at World War I, Central America, Vietnam, and the Iranian revolution. The book also
follows the story of Zinn, the son of poor Jewish immigrants, from his childhood in the Brooklyn slums to
his role as one of  America's leading historians.

Shifting from world-shattering events to one family's small revolutions, A PEOPLE'S HISTORY OF
AMERICAN EMPIRE presents the classic ground-level history of  America in a dazzling new form.

Howard Zinn, author of numerous acclaimed histories, taught history at Spelman College and Boston
University, and received the Lannan Literary Award, among many others. A People's History of the United States
was a finalist for the 1981 National Book Award. Born in 1922, Zinn died in 2010.

Mike Konopacki has collaborated on five collections of cartoons, and his work is regularly syndicated. He
lives in Madison, Wisconsin.

Paul Buhle is a senior lecturer in history at Brown University and the editor of the Encyclopedia of the American
Left, among other books. He lives in Providence, Rhode Island.

“At the heart of  this wide-ranging comics indictment of  American Empire are the terrific human stories of
those who have resisted—including wonderful autobiographical episodes from author Howard Zinn's own

courageous and inspiring life.” —Joe Sacco, author of Paying the Land

Rights sold: British/Constable & Robinson
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