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Honey & Spice
Bolu Babalola

July 2022

Editor: Katie Packer

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold:
Brazil (HarperCollins Brasil)
Germany (Julia Eisele)
Croatia (Znanje)

Extent: 448

Headline Review

About the author:
Bolu Babalola is the author of the Sunday Times bestselling and 
Waterstones Book of the year shortlisted collection, Love in Colour. She is 
a London-based writer, and lover of love. In 2016, she was shortlisted in 
4thEstate’s B4ME competition for her short story ‘Netflix & Chill’, a hilarious 
teen romance and since then, she has worked as a writer for books and TV 
and as a cultural commentator, where she calls herself a ‘romcomoisseur’.

The fresh, utterly addictive rom-com you’ve been waiting for - from 
Sunday Times bestselling author Bolu Babalola.

Kiki Banjo is an expert in relationship-evasion.

In fact, she has made it her mission to protect the women of Whitewell 
University from the dangers of players and heartbreak, supplying advice, 
tips and essentials to paying men no mind on her student radio show, 
Brown Sugar.

And then Kiki meets distressingly handsome newcomer Malakai Korede, 
who threatens to tear apart the community of women she’s fought so hard 
to protect.

Kiki publicly declares Malakai the ‘Wasteman of Whitewell’ on Brown Sugar 
and brings a stop to her girls chasing his attentions. But when she and 
Malakai suddenly find themselves shackled into a fake relationship to 
salvage their respective reputations and save their academic futures, she 
is in danger of falling for the very wasteman she warned her sisters about.

With her heart compromised and defences weakened, Kiki has to learn to 
open herself up to the perils of love... and face up to a past that forced her 
to close down in the first place.

A funny and sparkling debut, Honey & Spice is full of delicious tension and 
romantic intrigue that will make you weak at the knees.

Rights sold in Love in Colour: 
Brazil (HarperCollins Brasil)
Germany (Julia Eisele)
Netherlands (Uitgeverij 
Orlando)
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Atalanta
Jennifer Saint

April 2023

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold:
Spain (Urano)
US (Flatiron)

Extent: 352

Wildfire

About the author:
Due to a lifelong fascination with Ancient Greek mythology, Jennifer Saint 
read Classical Studies at King’s College, London. She spent the next thirteen 
years as an English teacher, sharing a love of literature and creative writing 
with her students. Ariadne is her first novel and Elektra is her second.

The mesmerising story of the only female Argonaut, told by Jennifer 
Saint, the bestselling author of Elektra and Ariadne.

When a daughter is born to the King of Arcadia, she brings only 
disappointment.

Left exposed on a mountainside, the defenceless infant Atalanta, is left to 
the mercy of a passing mother bear and raised alongside the cubs under 
the protective eye of the goddess Artemis.

Swearing that she will prove her worth alongside the famed heroes of 
Greece, Atalanta leaves her forest to join Jason’s band of Argonauts. But 
can she carve out her own place in the legends in a world made for men?

Rights sold in Ariadne: 
Brazil (Planeta)
Bulgaria (Orange International)
Czechia (Beta)
China (CITIC Press)
Croatia (Mozaik)
France (Eilean Books)
Germany (Ullstein)
Greece (Kaktos)
Hungary (Könyvmolyképzo)
Italy (Sozogno)
Lithuania (Alma Littera)
Netherlands (Orlando)
Poland (Muza)
Portugal (Almedina)
Romania (Grup Media Litera)
Russia (Corpus Books)

Serbia (Vulkan)
Slovakia (Tatran)
Slovenia (Ucila International)
Spain (Urano)
Turkey (Epsilon)
US (Flatiron)
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River Sing Me Home
Eleanor Shearer

January 2023

Editor: Sherise Hobbs

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold:
Czechia (Euromedia)
Denmark (Gylendal)
Italy (Casa Editrice Nord)
US (Berkley)

Extent: 384

Headline Review

About the author:
Eleanor Shearer is a mixed-race writer and the granddaughter of Windrush 
generation immigrants. She splits her time between London and Ramsgate 
so that she never has to go too long without seeing the sea. For her Master’s 
degree in Politics at the University of Oxford, Eleanor studied the legacy 
of slavery and the case for reparations. Her fieldwork was in St. Lucia and 
Barbados. The inspiration for River Sing Me Home came to Eleanor after she 
discovered a tiny footnote in an exhibition she was attending about the 
Windrush. Mothers in slavery in the British colonies lived in constant fear 
of their children being sold. When the Slavery Abolition Act came in in the 
1830s, it didn’t mean freedom, so many mothers went in search of their 
lost children.

Powerful, moving and redemptive, River Sing Me Home tells of a 
mother’s desperate search to find her stolen children and her freedom.

We whisper the names of the ones we love like the words of a song. That was 
the taste of freedom to us, those names on our lips.

Mary Grace, Micah, Thomas Augustus, Cherry Jane and Mercy.

These are the names of her children. The five who survived, only to be sold 
to other plantations. The faces Rachel cannot forget.

It’s 1834, and the law says her people are now free. But for Rachel freedom 
means finding her children, even if the truth is more than she can bear.

With fear snapping at her heels, Rachel keeps moving. From sunrise to 
sunset, through the cane fields of Barbados to the forests of British Guiana 
and on to Trinidad, to the dangerous river and the open sea.

Only once she knows their stories can she rest.

Only then can she finally find home.

‘A strong and beautiful novel that stares into the face of brutality and the 
heart of love’ Jeanette Winterson
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The Book of Eve
Meg Clothier

March 2023

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights available: US & 
Translation

Rights sold:
France (Bragelonne)
Italy (Edizioni Piemme)
Spain (Urano)

Extent: 368

Wildfire

About the author:
Meg Clothier studied Classics at Cambridge, sailed from England to Alaska, 
and worked as a journalist in London and Moscow. She now lives and 
writes in Somerset. The Book of Eve is her third novel.

In the name of the Father, not a word of this. Her letters are forbidden.

Beatrice is the convent’s librarian. For years, she has shunned the company 
of her sisters, finding solace only with her manuscripts.

Then, one carnival night, two women, bleeding and stricken, are 
abandoned outside the convent’s walls. Moments from death, one of 
them presses something into Beatrice’s hands: a bewitching book whose 
pages have a dangerous life of their own.

But men of the faith want the book destroyed, and a zealous preacher has 
tracked it to her door. Her sisters’ lives - or her obsession. Beatrice must 
decide.

 The book’s voice is growing stronger.

 An ancient power uncoils.

 Will she dare to listen?
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The Housekeepers
Alex Hay

July 2023

Editor: Frankie Edwards

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold:
Czechia (Grada Publishing)
Finland (Sitruuna)
France (Marabout)
Germany (Insel & Suhrkamp)
Hungary (Alexandra Könyve-
sház)
Serbia (Vulkan)
Spain (Atico de los Libros)
US (Graydon House)

Extent: 320

Headline Review

About the author:
Alex Hay grew up in Cambridge and Cardiff and has been writing as long as 
he can remember. He studied History at the University of York, and wrote 
his dissertation on female power at royal courts, combing the archives for 
every scrap of drama and skulduggery he could find. He has worked in 
magazine publishing and the charity sector, and is a graduate of the Curtis 
Brown Write Your Novel course. The Housekeepers is his debut novel and 
won the Caledonia Novel Award 2022. Alex lives with his husband in South 
East London

The sensational historical blockbuster everyone will be talking about 
in 2023, for readers of The Maid, The Christie Affair and A Lady’s Guide 
to Fortune Hunting.

Mrs King is no ordinary housekeeper. Born into a world of con artists and 
thieves, she’s made herself respectable, running the grandest house in 
Mayfair.

The house glitters with treasures beyond anyone’s wildest dreams. But 
dark secrets lurk in the shadows.

When Mrs King is suddenly dismissed, she recruits an eclectic group of 
women from the fringes of society, each with their own score to settle, to 
launch the most audacious robbery London has ever seen.

Their outlandish plan? On the night of the Park Lane ball, they will strip the 
house of its every possession - right under the noses of the distinguished 
guests and their elusive heiress host, Miss de Vries.

Because when a job needs doing right, Mrs King knows exactly how to 
clean up.
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Mother’s Day

Abigail Burdess

March 2023

Editor: Jack Butler

Extent: 384

Wildfire

About the author:
Abigail Burdess has written for and acted in various comedy shows for the 
television, radio and stage. She also sometimes writes TV for kids, as well 
as plays and musicals. She lives in London with her husband, Robert Webb 
and their two children. Mother’s Day is her first novel.

A gripping, darkly comic thriller from screenwriter Abigail Burdess 
- the perfect unsettling read for fans of My Sister, The Serial Killer, 
Magpie, and How to Kill Your Family.

She gave you life. What if she wants it back?

The last thing Anna needs is a baby. Abandoned, adopted and living hand 
to mouth, she never dreamt of having a real family.

But when she meets her birth mother, everything changes - because the 
same day, she learns she’s going to be a mother too.

Marlene is eccentric, generous with her considerable fortune and 
overjoyed to become a grandmother. Anna’s living the dream. But is it her 
dream, or someone else’s?

Now she will have to decide what she’s willing to sacrifice for a real family 
- her future, her freedom, even her unborn child.

‘Mother’s Day is terrific. So dark, so twisted’ Harriet Tyce

‘So dark and so shockingly, fabulously funny. I absolutely adored it.’ 
Daisy Buchanan

‘A startlingly original, pitch dark page-turner’ Claire Mcgowan

‘Dark, brilliant, and completely and utterly compelling.’ Jenny Colgan

‘Deliciously dark.’ John Marrs, author of What Lies Between Us and The 
Minders

The compulsive and page-turning thriller

Rights available: World
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Becoming Ted
Matt Cain

January 2023

Editor: Jennifer Doyle

Extent: 464

Headline Review

About the author:
Matt Cain is an author, a leading commentator on LGBT+ issues, and a 
former journalist. He is currently a presenter for Virgin Radio Pride UK, was 
Channel 4’s first Culture Editor, Editor-In-Chief of Attitude magazine, and 
has judged the Costa Prize, the Polari Prize and the South Bank Sky Arts 
Awards. He won Diversity in Media’s Journalist Of the Year award in 2017 
and is an ambassador for Manchester Pride and the Albert Kennedy Trust, 
plus a patron of LGBT+ History Month. Born in Bury and brought up in 
Bolton, he now lives in London.

A charming, joyful and surprising story about love, friendship and 
learning to be true to yourself, Becoming Ted will steal your heart.

Ted Ainsworth has always worked at his family’s ice cream business in the 
quiet Lancashire town of St Luke’s-on-Sea.

He doesn’t even like ice cream, though he’s never told his parents that. 
When Ted’s husband suddenly leaves him, the bottom falls out of his world. 

But what if this could be an opportunity to put what he wants first? This 
could be the chance to finally follow his secret dream: something Ted has 
never told anyone...

Rights sold in The Secret Life 
of Albert Entwistle: 
Germany (Ullstein)
Italy (Mondadori)
Netherlands (Uitgeverij De 
Fontein)
US (Kensington)

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold:
US (Kensington)
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Untitled
Emily Gunnis

October 2023

Editor: Sherise Hobbs

Extent: 384

Headline Review

About the author:
Emily Gunnis previously worked in TV drama and lives in Brighton with her 
young family. She is one of the four daughters of Sunday Times bestselling 
author Penny Vincenzi.

The powerful new novel from the global bestselling author of The 
Midwife’s Secret and The Girl in the Letter Emily Gunnis is a gripping, 
heartwrenching story of tangled secrets, set over three generations, 
that you won’t be able to put down.

From a heartbreaking secret held by a young woman working at Bletchley 
Park in WWII...

... to a troubled teenage girl’s disappearance decades later that goes 
unsolved... 

...and finally to the woman in the present day determined to pull the 
threads together and right a terrible old wrong, no matter what the 
personal cost...

Get ready to untangle a mystery hidden for decades...

Rights sold in The Girl in the 
Letter:
Croatia (Mozaik)
Czechia (Grada Publishing)
Denmark (Jentas)
France (Le Livre de Poche)
Germany (Heyne)
Hungary (Alexandra 
Könyvesház)
Italy (Garzanti)
Lithuania (Tyto alba)
Macedonia (Sakam Knigi Dooel)
Netherlands (HarperCollins 
Holland)
Norway (Strawberry Publishing)
Poland (Dressler Dublin)
Portugal (PRH Grupo Editorial)
Romania (Grup Media Litera)
Russia (ST Licence Agency)
Sinhalese (Bookrack)
Spain (Editorial Berenice)
Sweden (Printz Publishing)

Rights available: 
Translation
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Found in a Bookshop
Stephanie Butland

April 2023

Editor: Marion Donaldson

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold:
Brazil (Editora Bertrand Brasil)
Germany (Droemer Knaur)
Spain (Atico do los Libros)

Extent: 432

Headline Review

About the author:
Stephanie Butland is the author of seven novels, including the beloved 
bookshop tale Lost for Words, as well as The Curious Heart Of Ailsa Rae and 
The Woman In The Photograph. Her first two books were memoirs of her 
dance with cancer.

Stephanie lives near the sea in the north-east of England, with her husband 
Alan and Harris the greyhound. She writes in a studio at the bottom of 
her garden. For fun, she reads, knits, bakes, walks, and goes to the cinema 
and theatre. Stephanie loves to talk books and meet readers, and is an 
occasional performance poet. Twitter: @under_blue_sky

Dear Lost for Words,

We are trying to stay at home...I am enclosing a cheque and I hope that you 
will use it to send us some books. Please choose books that we might think are 
wonderful.

Rosemary

Loveday Cardew’s beloved Lost for Words bookshop, along with the rest of 
York, has fallen quiet. At the very time when people most need books to 
widen their horizons, or escape from their fears, or enhance their lives, the 
doors are closed. Then the first letter comes.

Rosemary and George have been married for fifty years. Now their time is 
running out. They have decided to set out on their last journey together, 
without ever leaving the bench at the bottom of their garden in Whitby. All 
they need is someone who shares their love of books.

Suddenly it’s clear to Loveday that she and her team can do something 
useful in a crisis. They can recommend books to help with the situations 
their customers find themselves in: fear, boredom, loneliness, the desire 
for laughter and escape.

And so it begins.

The heartwarming, uplifting and utterly gorgeous return to the Lost 
for Words bookshop will make you laugh, make you cry, and remind 
you that books can change your life...



Fiction Highlights

13

The Birdcage Library
Freya Berry

June 2023

Editor: Sherise Hobbs

Rights available: US & 
Translation

Rights sold:
Portugal (Editorial Presença)
Russia (StorySide AB)

Extent: 352

Headline Review

About the author:
Freya Berry was born in 1991, studied English Literature at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and worked for several years as a financial and political 
journalist at Reuters and then the Daily Mail. Freya splits her time between 
London and the Welsh coast. The Dictator’s Wife, her debut novel, was 
inspired by the close observation of the wives of some of the world’s most 
powerful leaders, and was a BBC2 Between the Covers pick.

Addicting, haunting and devious, The Birdcage Library opens the 
door on a heart-pounding story of entrapment and obsession, from 
the author of The Dictator’s Wife, as seen on BBC2 Between the Covers. 

The year is 1882, and if you are reading this in the company of Mr Vogel, the 
most important thing, unknown reader, is this: The man I love is trying to kill 
me.

1933. When financial ruin brings Emmeline Blackwood, a young botanist 
and explorer, home from her travels, she is forced to take a commission 
for an elderly collector, Heinrich Vogel, cataloguing his ancient menagerie 
of taxidermied creatures. After she arrives at the crumbling and isolated 
Castle Pàrras, on the edge of a shadowy loch, Emmeline learns that 
Hester, the beloved wife of Heinrich’s brother, killed herself in mysterious 
circumstances, and she soon realises that the cataloguing job is not all it 
seems.

Hester hid something from Vogel, and now he wants it back. But Hester 
has her own plans, laying a secret trail in an old book for collectors of 
cages, The Birdcage Library. As the disturbing truth of what happened to 
Hester begins to surface, Emmeline realises her own life may be in danger. 
But Emmeline is also not quite what she seems, and in bringing Hester’s 
story into the light, she risks opening the door to her own dark secrets...

With tantalising clues and a breathtaking twist, The Birdcage Library 
will hold you in its vice-like grip until the very final page.

Rights sold in The Dictator’s 
Wife: 
Portugal (Editorial Presença)
Russia (StorySide AB)
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Cleaner
Brandi Wells

September 2023

Editor: Ella Gordon

Extent: 400

Wildfire

About the author:
Brandi Wells is the author of a novella, This Boring Apocalypse (Civil 
Coping Mechanisms, 2015) and several short stories published in Puerto 
Del Sol, Mid-American Review, Tri-Quarterly and more, as well as in her 
own collection Please Don’t Be Upset With Me (Tiny Hardcore Press, 2011). 
She has an MFA in creative writing from the University of Alabama, and 
she is currently a PhD candidate in literature and creative writing at the 
University of Southern California. She lives in LA, but is originally from a 
rural town in Georgia.

An off-the-wall, satirical debut about a night-shift cleaner in a 
corporate office block, for fans of Convenience Store Woman, The New 
Me and My Year of Rest and Relaxation. 

’I clean the offices and bathrooms and lobby five nights a week, but my actual 
job is to take care of everyone. They need so much help.’

At night, in a corporate office block in an unnamed metropolitan city, a 
cleaner begins her shift. If she didn’t leave everything so spotless you’d 
never even know she’d been there - but she knows all about you. 

She knows about the self-help books that Sad Intern hides in her desk, 
alongside ever-multiplying supplements designed to make her seem less 
sad. She knows about Mr Buff’s secret smoking habit, which she’s going to 
help him kick. She’s fond of you all, and she’s got more influence over your 
lives than you could possibly know.

And one night, while lazily scrolling through your emails, she’ll discover 
something that puts this whole office at risk of closure.

She has no intention of allowing that to happen.Rights available: World
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Clairmont
Lesley McDowell

February 2024

Editor: Jack Butler

Extent: 400

Wildfire

About the author:
Lesley McDowell is a literary critic for The Herald, The Scotsman, The 
Guardian, The Times Literary Supplement and others. Her first novel was 
The Picnic (2007). In 2010 she published Between the Sheets: The Literary 
Liaisons of Nine 20th-Century Women Writers, which was shortlisted for 
the non-fiction prize in the 2011 Scottish Book Awards. Her second novel 
Unfashioned Creatures, about Mary Shelley’s Scottish childhood friend, 
was published by Saraband in 2013. She has a PhD on the work of James 
Joyce, and have won two Creative Scotland writers’ bursaries.

The spellbinding, bold new retelling of the story of Lord Byron and 
the Shelleys, from the perspective of Claire Clairmont, the incredible 
woman that history tried to forget. Perfect for readers of Hamnet, 
Booth and Wolf Hall.

’My folly may be great, but the Creator ought not to destroy his Creature’

Lake Geneva, 1816. A massive volcanic eruption on the other side of the 
world causes the worst storms that Europe has seen in decades.

Percy and Mary Shelley travel with Mary’s step-sister Claire Clairmont to 
visit Lord Byron at his house, Villa Diodati, where he’s staying with fellow 
writer John Polidori. One night, with little else to occupy their time, the 
four writers fuelled by laudanum and tales from European folklore play a 
game to see which of them can write the best ghost story. Claire watches, 
in awe of their genius.

But the reason for Claire’s visit is more pressing. She’s pregnant with Byron’s 
child - a child Byron doesn’t want, and scarcely believes is his own.

Within a few short years of this fateful trip, Mary will have published her 
masterpiece. Her husband Percy, along with Byron and Polidori, will be 
dead. And so will Claire’s daughter Allegra, cruelly stolen by her once lover.

History has all but forgotten Claire’s story - but she will not be silenced.

Rights available: World
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The Black Dog

Kevin Bridges

August 2022

Editor: Alex Clarke

Extent: 400

Wildfire

About the author:
Having started performing stand-up in 2004 shortly after his seventeenth 
birthday, Kevin Bridges has ascended the ranks and is now regarded as one 
of the UK’s top comedians. He has made numerous television appearances 
on shows such as Live at the Apollo, The Jonathon Ross Show, Graham 
Norton Show and fronted his own BBC One series Kevin Bridges - What’s 
the Story and the stand-up special Kevin Bridges: Live At The Referendum. 
He has won multiple awards and performed four critically acclaimed, box 
office record-breaking tours. His most recent tour included a staggering 
nineteen-night run in his hometown of Glasgow’s twelve thousand 
capacity Hydro arena. Kevin has also released four chart-topping DVD’s 
and his 2014 autobiography, We Need to Talk about Kevin Bridges, was a 
Sunday Times bestseller. Kevin will return to the stage in 2022 with his 
latest stand-up show which will coincide with the release of his debut 
novel.

The Black Dog is the exciting debut novel from one of Britain’s most-
loved comedians, Kevin Bridges.

Declan dreams of becoming a writer. It’s a dream that helps him escape 
the realities of his life - going through the motions at college and stacking 
supermarket shelves part-time, whilst fighting a battle with the ever-
darkening thoughts in his head. 

He has his pet Labrador for companionship and his best friend-turned-
mentor, a pseudo-intellectual who works as a greenskeeper at the local 
municipal golf course, both of which help keep the worst of his anxieties 
at bay. But following a drunken row with local gangsters, Declan’s worries 
threaten to spiral out of control.  

James Cavani - Declan’s idol and his hometown’s claim to fame - is a 
renowned writer, director and actor. But despite his success, his past hasn’t 
relinquished its hold of him, and through his younger sister’s battle with 
drug addiction, he finds himself returning to a world he thought he had 
escaped. 

At face value, their lives couldn’t be more different, but perhaps fate has 
a way of bringing kindred spirits together - and perhaps each holds the 
other’s redemption in their hands.

The brilliant debut novel from one of Britain’s most-
loved comedians

Rights available: World
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The Legacy of Halesham Hall
Jenni Keer

September 2022

Editor: Kate Byrne

Extent: 400

Headline Accent

About the author:
Jenni Keer is a history graduate who embarked on a career in contract 
flooring before settling in the middle of the Suffolk countryside with her 
antique furniture restorer husband. She has valiantly attempted to master 
the ancient art of housework but with four teenage boys in the house it 
remains a mystery. Instead, she spends her time at the keyboard writing 
women’s fiction to combat the testosterone-fuelled atmosphere with her 
number one fan #Blindcat by her side. Much younger in her head than she 
is on paper, she adores any excuse for fancy-dress and is part of a disco 
formation dance team.  

Visit her website: jennikeer.co.uk and find her on Facebook jennikeerwriter 
and Twitter @JenniKeer

Solve the house’s puzzle. Claim the Bellingham inheritance...Uncover 
the truth behind the mysterious legacy of Halesham Hall in this page-
turning dual-time novel from the author of The Secrets of Hawthorn 
Place, perfect for fans of Lucinda Riley and Kate Morton.

A love that seems lost, may still yet be found, for real love always endures.

1890. One summer evening changes everything for Sidney and Leonard 
Bellingham when their beloved mother disappears from the family home, 
Halesham Hall. Left with their bitter father, they are taught to trust no one 
but themselves, with brother pitted against brother to see who is worthy 
of inheriting the Bellingham Board Games company. But the series of 
twisted games they are forced to play will have far reaching consequences.

1920. Phoebe Bellingham arrives at Halesham Hall determined to solve 
the puzzles that will allow her to claim back the Bellingham inheritance. 
But this legacy involves more than one secret, and soon Phoebe realises 
that the stakes are higher than she ever could have imagined.

Rights available: 
Translation

ALSO AVAILABLE:
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One Italian Weekend
Olivia Beirne

April 2023

Editor: Bea Grabowska

Extent: 352

Headline Review

About the author:
Olivia Beirne is the bestselling author of The List That Changed My Life and 
lives in Buckinghamshire. She has worked as a waitress, a pottery painter 
and a casting assistant, but being a writer is definitely her favourite job yet. 

You can keep in touch with Olivia through her website oliviabeirne.co.uk, 
or via Olivia_Beirne on Twitter, olivia.beirne on Instagram and /Olivia-
Beirne on Facebook.

Four women. One weekend. A journey of a lifetime. 

Zoe has always known that her grandmother’s wedding ring would be 
hers one day. She just never expected that day would come so soon. She 
may not be ready, but Zoe knows the importance of goodbye - and how 
much it hurts when left unsaid.

With her grandmother’s belongings up for auction in just a few days, and 
her shifty uncle insisting on taking charge, she knows she has to return 
to Italy herself. Even if that means deceiving her mum, Ange, who will do 
anything to avoid conflict

But when a face from the past reappears unexpectedly, Ange and Zoe - 
along with Harriet, Zoe’s best friend who simply won’t be left behind - find 
themselves on a trip journeying through the rolling Italian hills where they 
will discover more about each other (and themselves) than they could 
ever have imagined...

Explore the sun-drenched Italian countryside in this hilarious and 
heart-warming novel about unconditional love, second chances and 
the importance of not taking life for granted.

Rights available: World
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The Moon Gate
Amanda Geard

June 2023

Editor: Sherise Hobbs

Extent: 352

Headline Review

About the author:
Born in Australia, Amanda Geard has lived all over the world, from a 
houseboat in London to a Norwegian Island, before settling in County 
Kerry in Ireland. Her writing has appeared in The Irish Times, The Journal, 
writing.ie, Nordic Reach and Vertical Magazine. Her short story Not Yet 
Recycled won the New Irish Writing Award in October 2019.

Moving between 1939 and 1975, and set in Tasmania, Australia, this is 
a mesmerising story of war, secrets and a love that knows no borders. 
Perfect for fans of Natasha Lester and Kate Morton.

1939: On the eve of war, young English heiress Hanora Foxton and her 
companion, the impossibly beautiful Rose Ennis, are sent to the far side 
of the world to stay with Hanora’s eccentric uncle. Tasmania is an island 
of extremes, wholly different from Hanora’s stifled London life, but the 
wildness begins to alter her, layer by layer, until she - helped by the 
attentions of her Irish neighbour, Jasper McGillycuddy - gradually learns 
to live. But when Jasper leaves for the war in the Pacific and Hanora’s heart 
is torn to pieces, the terrible discovery that Rose is not what she seems will 
alter all their lives forever.

1975: When an anonymous benefactor leaves Launceston artist Willow 
Hawkins a house on Tasmania’s remote and treacherous west coast, 
she and her new husband, Ben, can’t believe their luck. Confused and 
delighted, they set out to unravel the identity of Towerhurst’s previous 
owner and in doing so uncover a dark secret that should have stayed 
buried forever.

Rights sold in The Midnight 
House:  
Czechia (ALPRESS)

Rights available: 
Translation



Commercial Fiction

20

Untitled 2
Nikola Scott

May 2023

Editor: Marion Donaldson

Extent: 368

Headline Review

About the author:
Nikola Scott started her career in book publishing before she became a 
writer herself a decade later. Her acclaimed debut novel, My Mother’s 
Shadow, was translated into over thirteen languages and became a long-
running bestseller in Norway. Her second novel, Summer of Secrets, was 
also published widely around the world. Nikola lives in Frankfurt with her 
husband and two sons.

May 1953. England is finally starting to recover from World War Two. 
Shop shelves are filling, the young Princess Elizabeth is about to 
be crowned, and 22-year-old Isobel McIntyre is a young doctor-in-
training at a London university. 

Eight years after the men have returned from war, most women have 
been relegated to the home again. Isobel’s finding it hard keeping her 
head down among the casual discrimination of her professors and other 
students, even without the secret she’s keeping...

Because, one terrifying night eight years ago, Isobel took someone else’s 
identity. She seized a chance for a fresh start and walked away into another 
woman’s life without thinking about what she’d done.<BR><BR>Now, 
when she crosses paths with estranged ‘relations’, Isobel is presented with 
a choice. Does she protect her new life, the one that allows her freedom 
and a career? Or, if she tells the truth, will it mean she’s failing the people 
she’s always hoped to protect - as well as losing any chance at love?

From the author of My Mother’s Shadow, Summer of Secrets and The 
Orchard Girls: an evocative new novel of one woman struggling to 
protect herself and her dreams, in a city in tatters. Can Isobel hide her 
secret - or will love force her hand?

Rights sold in My Mother’s 
Shadow: 
Denmark (Turbulenz)
Estonia (Varrak)
France (Leduc.s Éditions)
Germany (Rowohlt)
Hebrew (Penn Publishing)
Hungary (Cartaphilus)
Italy (Giunti Editore)
Netherlands (HarperCollins 
Holland)
Norway (Vigmostad & Bjørke)
Portugal (Circulo de Leitores)
Romania (S.C. Humanitas)
Russia (Family Leisure Club)
Slovenia (Ucila International)
Sweden (Svenska Historiska)

Rights available: 
Translation
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Elon Musk (Almost) Saves The 
World
Lucien Young

November 2022

Editor: Philip Connor

Extent: 256

Wildfire

About the author:
Lucien Young is a comedy writer who has worked on various TV 
programmes, including BBC Three’s Siblings and Murder in Successville. 
He was born in Newcastle in 1988 and read English at the University of 
Cambridge, where he was a member of the world-famous Footlights Club. 
His previous books are Alice in Brexitland, Trump’s Christmas Carol, The 
Secret Diary of Jeremy Corbyn and #Sonnets.

The world’s richest man faces the galaxy’s deadlist threat!

When an ALIEN ARMADA menaces our planet, Earth’s governments and 
armed forces find themselves powerless to resist. In desperation, humanity 
turns to one man: billionaire, futurist and Twitter addict ELON MUSK.

Elon has long styled himself as the real-life Tony Stark, but can everyone’s 
favourite white South African step up and become a hero? Or is he just 
an egotistical man-child whose only actual talent is self-promotion? 
Whatever happens, us non-plutocrats are in for a wild ride!

Rights available: World
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Ghost Target
Andy McDermott

July 2023

Editor: Toby Jones

Extent: 432

Headline

EVERY OPERATIVE KNOWS THE RULES.
The mission comes first. You are a deniable asset. Betrayal is punished 
by death.

Alex Reeve - known as OPERATIVE 66 - is a former special-ops soldier and 
one of the UK’s most lethal weapons. Previously a member of SC9, an elite 
covert unit with a remit to assassinate the country’s enemies, Reeve was 
framed for treason and now lives a nomadic existence - as the merciless 
killers he once trained alongside hunt him down.

For a chance of a normal life, Reeve must expose and dismantle the sinister 
SC9. So when a series of brutal killings in Germany have all the hallmarks of 
an SC9 tactic - the murder of ‘ghost targets’, decoys to camouflage the true 
intended victim - Reeve finally sees opportunity for revenge.

Sucked into shadowy conspiracy involving dark global powers, Reeve will 
risk his life to save others - and to secure his freedom. But if there’s one 
man with the skills to do so... it is Operative 66.

From the internationally bestselling author of the Wilde & Chase 
series comes an explosive new thriller - the perfect pulse-racing read 
for fans of LEE CHILD, VINCE FLYNN and GREGG HURWITZ.

About the author:
Andy McDermott is the bestselling author of the Nina Wilde & Eddie Chase 
adventures, which have been sold in over 30 countries and 20 languages. 
His debut novel, The Hunt For Atlantis, was his first of several New York 
Times bestsellers. He has also written the explosive spy thriller The 
Persona Protocol. His latest thriller series begins with Operative 66, about 
a government assassin who finds himself hunted by his own side. He is 
already working on the sequel.

A former journalist and movie critic, Andy is now a full-time novelist. Born 
in Halifax, when not travelling the world researching locations for his 
novels he lives in Bournemouth with his wife and son.

Rights available: 
Translation
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Death by the Sea
Vera Morris

October 2022

Editor: Bea Grabowska

Extent: 256

Headline Accent

About the author:
A self-confessed bookworm, Vera Morris studied Zoology at university 
and then went on to become a science teacher and, later, headteacher 
of a secondary school in Oxfordshire. After retiring, she turned to crime 
writing and hasn’t looked back since. Her much-loved Anglian Detective 
Agency series is set on the ever-changing Suffolk coast, an area Vera loves 
and knows well.

The Anglian Detective Agency are back!

Thorpeness, 1973. 

Wrongly exiled from London, Judge Neville Hanmer sought solace and a 
quiet life on the Suffolk coast. But then a face from the past unexpectedly 
resurfaces and he turns to The Anglian Detective Agency for help.

Laurel, Frank, and the rest of the team are busier than ever trying to solve 
the mysterious theft of rare plants from Yoxford Hall Gardens. But when 
Judge Hanmer doesn’t show for their meeting, they find themselves 
embroiled in yet another case - one that will take them to darker places 
than they’ve ever been before.

With Laurel and Frank’s relationship see-sawing out of control, <b>can 
the team uncover the truth before it’s too late? Or will a depraved killer 
succeed, and separate Laurel and Frank forever?

Rights available: 
Translation
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The Body on Scafell Pike
S J Brooke

August 2023

Editor: Jack Butler

Extent: 416

Wildfire

About the author:
The Body on Scafell Pike is the first DI Jess Chambers and Margot Voyce 
murder mystery, a series set in the spectacular Lake District national park 
in northwest England. S. J. Brooke lives in Kent and used to be a newspaper 
crime reporter.

A renowned mountaineer and self-described ‘fell runner’ is found dead in 
a deep gully on one side of Scafell Pike within hours of announcing his 
intention of breaking the world record for the quickest continuous summit 
of every peak in the Lake District.

Only a month into the job, DI Jess Chambers had been hoping that Cumbria 
would offer a slower pace of policing than her native Belfast, but this first 
case already sees her out of her depth. A local mountain guide, Margot 
Voyce, proves to be her biggest asset as she begins her investigation into 
the mysterious death of this world-famous athlete in unfamiliar terrain.

But as legions of his online following descend on the Lakes to pay their 
respects, it becomes clear that this was no accident. Jess and Margo must 
solve the case before more blood is spilled - but in a community such as 
this, sometimes the truth is more dangerous than a killer.

Rights available: World
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The Helpdesk
S.A. Dunphy

January 2023

Editor: Ciara Doorley

Extent: 320

Hachette Books Ireland

It’s the calm voice at the other end of the phone. Someone there to help in your 
hour of need. An innocent chat. But once they’re inside your computer, there’s 
no escape...

Someone is always watching.

James Fitzpatrick is a high-profile partner in one of London’s most 
successful law firms - at the top of his profession. 

But when he starts a flirtation with a woman working on the IT helpdesk 
of his company, his life begins to fall apart: missed appointments, career-
ending mistakes at work - it’s almost as if someone has access to every 
facet of his life. 

Then, his wife meets a fatal accident in their north London home and 
James is prime suspect.

But who is the woman at the other side of the computer screen? And why 
is she always watching?

When the bodies of wealthy matriarch Ursula Kennedy and her husband 
Jimmy are pulled from the slurry pit on their West of Ireland farm, it’s not 
the first tragedy to strike this unfortunate family.

When the Kennedy’s 21-year-old son Mark was found dead in the dairy 
parlour 16 years earlier, it was no accident and Gardai suspect this latest 
tragedy at Glenbeg Farm wasn’t either.

Was this just another tragic farming accident or are the Gardai justified in 
their suspicions?

Why does daughter-in-law Kate feel so guilty all the time?

What is Christina, Ursula and Jimmy’s neurotic daughter, hiding?

And what is the toxic secret that has been simmering away under the 
surface at Glenbeg Farm for so many years before finally bubbling to the 
surface?

May 2023

Editor: Ciara Considine

Extent: 336

Hachette Books Ireland

Rights available: US

There’s Something I Have to Tell You
Michelle McDonagh

Rights available: World
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Death on Campus
Catherine Kirwan

When lawyer Finn Fitzpatrick is invited to give a speech at her alma mater, 
the last thing she expects is to become embroiled in a murder investigation 
- or to become the main suspect ...

A gripping and intricately plotted new crime thriller from the author of 
Irish bestseller Cruel Deeds.

Long Way Home
Paula Lennon

September 2023
Editor: Jack Butler

Extent: 400

Wildfire

Private investigator Olivia Knight has finally pressed pause on her busy 
schedule and regained some work-life balance - for the next three weeks. 
The ink on her divorce papers is barely dry, so she promises to take her 
sixteen-year-old daughter Amy travelling across the US. But no sooner 
than they arrive at a campground populated with other ‘van lifers’ and 
nomads, they discover a violent murder scene that shakes the community.

Enter special agent Jack Tyler, head of the Investigative Services Branch 
- known to some as the FBI of the National Park Service. He leads the 
bare-bones taskforce handling the most complex crimes committed on 
National Park land. Jack has been tracking this killer for months to no avail.

Olivia knows she might just be the silver bullet he’s been looking for. She’s 
used to running things her way, however, not pausing to explain herself 
to anyone, as her ex-husband is always keen to remind her. But when 
Amy falls in with the wrong crowd, and Olivia realises the danger she’s 
placed her in, she is forced to choose between protecting her daughter 
and stopping a killer in their tracks.

Rights available: World

April 2023
Editor: Ciara Doorley

Extent: 320

Hachette Books Ireland

Rights available: World



Historical Fiction

27

Dead of Night
Simon Scarrow

February 2023

Editor: Marion Donaldson

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold:
Germany (Piper Verlag)
Italy (Newton Compton)
Sweden (Svenska Historiska)
US (Kensington Publishing)

Extent: 352

Headline

The stunning new thriller set in wartime Berlin from the author of 
Blackout

BERLIN. JANUARY 1941. Evil cannot bring about good...

After Germany’s invasion of Poland, the world is holding its breath and 
hoping for peace. At home, the Nazi Party’s hold on power is absolute.

One freezing night, an SS doctor and his wife return from an evening 
mingling with their fellow Nazis at the concert hall. By the time the sun 
rises, the doctor will be lying lifeless in a pool of blood.

Was it murder or suicide? Criminal Inspector Horst Schenke is told that 
under no circumstances should he investigate. The doctor’s widow, 
however, is convinced her husband was the target of a hit. But why 
would anyone murder an apparently obscure doctor? Compelled to dig 
deeper, Schenke learns of the mysterious death of a child. The cases seem 
unconnected, but soon chilling links begin to emerge that point to a 
terrifying secret.

Even in times of war, under a ruthless regime, there are places in hell no 
man should ever enter. And Schenke fears he may not return alive...

Rights sold in Blackout:
Bulgaria (BJS)
France (City Editions)
Germany (Piper Verlag)
Hungary (Gold Book)
Italy (Newton Compton)
Japan (Hayakawa Shobo)
Portugal (Edições Saída de 
Emergência)
Spain (EDHASA)
Sweden (Svenksa Historiska)
US (Kensington Publishing)
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Untitled Eagles of the Empire 22
Simon Scarrow
An epic military adventure novel pits Roman army heroes Macro and 
Cato against Boudica: the terrifying Queen of the Britons. From the 
author of the bestselling The Honour of Rome.

Two heroes of the Roman army - Prefect Cato and Centurion Macro, now 
battle-scarred veterans, tough and resilient - lead their best men into the 
midst of an enemy both fearless and resourceful. Far from Rome in cold, 
rainy, unwelcoming Britannia, the soldiers need all their training to stand 
strong and undaunted as constant attacks challenge morale. And a leader 
like no other sends fear through the ranks: Boudica.

A stunning and unforgettable story of warfare, courage and sacrifice as 
brave men face an enemy with nothing to lose . . .

Death to the Emperor
AD 60. Macro and Cato - two battle-scarred heroes of the Roman 
army - face tribal uprisings and battles to the death with unmatched 
courage in barbaric Britannia.

The hard-won province of Britannia is a thorn in the side of the Roman 
Empire, its tribes swift to anger, and relentless in their bloody harassment 
of the Roman military. Far from being a peaceful northern enclave, 
Britannia is a seething mass of bitter rebels and unlikely alliances against 
the common enemy. Corruption amongst greedy officials diverts resources 
from the locals who need them. For the military, it’s a never-ending fight to 
maintain a fragile peace.

Now it’s time to quell the most dangerous enemy tribes. Two of Rome’s 
finest commanders - Prefect Cato and Centurion Macro - are charged with 
a mission as deadly as any they have faced in their long careers. Can they 
win the day, or could this be the last battle?

A stunning and unforgettable story of warfare, courage and sacrifice as 
brave men face an enemy with nothing to lose . . .

November 2023

Editor: Marion Donaldson

Extent: 352

Headline

November 2022

Editor: Marion Donaldson

Extent: 352

Headline

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold: 
Germany (Heyne Verlag) 

Rights sold: Germany (Heyne Verlag); Sweden (Svenska Historiska)
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Warrior
Simon Scarrow & T.J. Andrews

June 2023

Editor: Marion Donaldson

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold:
Germany (Heyne Verlag)
Portugal (Edições Saída de 
Emergência)

Extent: 400

Headline

About the authors:
Simon Scarrow is a Sunday Times No. 1 bestselling author. His bestsellers 
include Pirata, Arena and Invader, also co-written with T. J. Andrews, and 
the EAGLES OF THE EMPIRE novels, including The Honour of Rome and The 
Emperor’s Exile. He is also the author of Blackout, a bestselling thriller set in 
Berlin during the Second World War.

T. J. Andrews worked in publishing before he became a full-time writer. He 
lives in Godalming.

From the author of the Sunday Times bestsellers The Honour of 
Rome and The Emperor’s Exile comes a brilliant new novel about the 
dangerous warrior Caratacus - a barbarian who threatened the future 
of the  Empire...

The Romans invaded Britannia in AD 43 confident of victory. They swept 
through a divided and ill-equipped enemy, scattered across tough terrain. 
But one man was not prepared to surrender. Caratacus - quick-witted 
youngest son of a a tribal king - had been trained from birth to be a warrior 
of power and grit. Sent to be schooled by the Druids in his boyhood, his 
training meant that an already strong and cunning prince returned to his 
father’s kingdom as a war machine...

With Caratacus driving them forward, the tribes prepare to repulse an 
enemy anticipating an easy victory. Fighting not only to stay alive but for 
their very way of life, these men form a mighty force. The battle is on!

The brand new series from the Sunday Times bestselling authors of Invader 
and Pirata: Warrior, the story of Britannia’s barbarian warlord Caratacus.
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The Orphans on the Train
Gill Thompson
Two orphaned girls become found family amidst the horrors of WWII in a 
gripping and heart-wrenching tale of friendship, loss and survival against 
the odds which sweeps the reader across wartime Europe to Budapest 
from the mountains of Scotland. 

Inspired by true events and perfect for readers of The Nightingale and The 
Midwife of Auschwitz, from the author of The Child on Platform One and The 
Lighthouse Sisters.

The Lighthouse Sisters
’They were there for each other during the war just like the lighthouse, a
source of hope and protection over the years.’

1940: For sisters Alice and Jenny life is just beginning when the Nazis
seize control of the island of Jersey, driving the girls down separate paths.
While Alice is forced by the enemy to work in the German hospital, Jenny
is attracted to the circle of islanders rising up to resist the occupiers. And
as the war tightens its grip, it will cause each of the sisters to make an
extraordinary choice, experience unimaginable heartbreak and emerge
forever changed...

1996: The war may have ended decades earlier, but for the elegant woman
sitting alone now, the images live on in her memory: her sister’s carefree
laughter, the inky black of a German soldier’s boots, the little boats that
never came back. And the one constant through it all: the lighthouse that
always guided them back to the island...

A gripping, heartbreaking story of two sisters in occupied Jersey
during WWII - one a nurse, who is transported to Nazi Germany, the
other, who volunteers for the island’s resistance movement - from
the author of The Child on Platform One.

February 2024

Editor: Sherise Hobbs

Extent: 352

Headline Review

Rights available: 
Translation

September 2022

Editor: Sherise Hobbs

Extent: 448

Headline Review

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold: Germany (Aufbau Verlag); Hungary (Publish and More); Italy 
(Newton Compton); Norway (Cappelen Damm)
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The Other Guinness Girl: A Question 
of Honor

September 2022

Editor: Ciara Doorley

Extent: 464

Hachette Books Ireland

The dazzling new bestseller charting the lives of one of Ireland’s most 
fascinating families.

Honor Guinness is rich, aristocratic, shy and awkward -- nothing like her 
glamorous cousins Aileen, Maureen and Oonagh.

But when she marries charming and ambitious American, Henry ‘Chips’ 
Channon, together they make the perfect couple at the heart of the most 
elite social circles -- including a close friendship with the Prince of Wales 
and Mrs Wallis Simpson. But within the marriage, all is less than perfect.

Meanwhile, Honor’s best friend, the beautiful, enigmatic Doris, is set on 
establishing her place in London society. But, as tensions rise in 1930s 
Europe, Doris, born to a German-Jewish mother, hears troubling accounts 
from her cousins in Berlin. Will she be able to secure the right marriage to 
protect her family, and her future?

Set against the rise of Nazism, the abdication of a king, and the slide into 
World War II, The Other Guinness Girl is a sweeping novel of love, desire, 
friendship and self-discovery.

Rights available: World

April 2023
Editor: Ciara Doorley
Extent: 320

Hachette Books Ireland

The Last of the Mountbattens
Emily Hourican
Rich beautiful Edwina Mountbatten – married to Lord Mountbatten, close 
friend of the royal family – gets to behave as she pleases. Until, in May 
1932, a blind item appears in The People newspaper under the headline 
‘Society Shaken by Terrible Scandal’. 

Suspicion falls on Edwina and, though she doesn’t care, the royal family is 
furious. They pressure Mountbatten, who sees a way to tame his wife, and 
Edwina is forced to sue and risk losing – the case, her reputation, possibly 
her marriage and social standing.

The Last of Mountbattens is set during the 12 weeks between the 
publication of the news report and the libel case going to court, during 
which time Edwina must confront the past that has made her who she is – 
a past that threatens to collide dangerously with the present.

Rights available: 
Translation
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The Stolen Crown
Carol McGrath

May 2023

Editor: Rosanna Hildyard

Extent: 400

Headline Accent

About the author:
Carol McGrath is the author of the acclaimed She-Wolves Trilogy, which 
began with the hugely successful The Silken Rose and continues with the 
brand new The Damask Rose. Born in Northern Ireland, she fell in love 
with historical fiction at a young age, when exploring local castles, such 
as Carrickfergus, and nearby archaeological digs - and discovering some 
ancient bones herself. While completing a degree in history, she became 
fascinated by the strong women who were silenced in record, and was 
inspired to start exploring their lives. Her first novel, The Handfasted 
Wife, was shortlisted for the Romantic Novelists’ Association Awards, and 
Mistress Cromwell was widely praised as a timely feminist retelling of Tudor 
court life. Her novels are known for their intricacy, depth of research and 
powerful stories.

The stunning new novel form the queen of historical fiction! Perfect 
for fans of Elizabeth Chadwick, Anne O’Brien and Philippa Gregory. 

When Princess Matilda is eighteen years old, tragedy strikes the royal 
family, and she becomes the only child of the king of England - the de 
facto heir to the throne. As her dying father persuades the barons to 
pledge allegiance to her, Matilda returns to England - but the lords and 
clergy do not like an independent woman. And Matilda is nothing if not 
headstrong...

When the old king dies, the country is plunged into instant chaos. So 
begins a fierce battle between cousins that will go down in history as a 
time called ‘The Anarchy’. And Matilda must race across England, evading 
capture until she can demand the crown...

Rights available: 
Translation
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Untitled
Emily Stone
The new novel from Emily Stone is a heartwrenching and 
heartstoppingly romantic journey from the gorgeous English 
countryside, to London and to beautiful Venice.

For the last five years, Masie has been part of the Dear Stranger letter 
club. Every December she writes to a stranger who is spending Christmas 
alone, and every year she receives a letter from another lonely person. The 
tradition is something she has come to treasure. Because ever since the 
accident five years ago, Masie has spent Christmas alone.

Usually, the letters go unanswered. That’s the point of the club - no one 
knows who you are so you can write what’s in your heart. But this year, 
when Masie gets a letter from an older woman, Emma, that changes. Not 
only is the letter full of a grief Masie can relate to, but also Emma mentions 
a place that Masie knows all too well. Masie knows she has to find the 
woman who wrote the letter. Because maybe, by helping someone else 
with their loneliness, she can fix her own. 

Masie sets out to find the estranged grandson Emma is desperate to 
reconnect with. But when she tracks down handsome and successful Jack, 
he has his own reasons to not want to be found...

About the author:
Emily Stone lives and works in Chepstow and wrote Always, in December in an old 
Victorian manor house with an impressive literary heritage. Her debut novel was 
partly inspired by the death of her mother, when Emily was seven, and wanting 
to write something that reflected the fact that you carry this grief into adulthood, 
long after you supposedly move on from the event itself.

One Last Gift
Will you be brave enough to follow your heart?

For as long as Cassie can remember, it had been the three of them: Cassie, 
her big brother Tom, and Tom’s annoying best friend Sam.

Now, Tom is sorted, Sam is flying high, and Cassie thinks she’s figured it all 
out. Then tragedy happens and three become two.

For Cassie picking herself up seems unimaginable. Until she finds an 
envelope addressed to her, asking her to follow the trail to one last gift...

And suddenly what seems like an ending leads Cassie to something 
unexpected, beautiful and new...

October 2023

Editor: Sherise Hobbs

Extent: 432

Headline Review

October 2022

Editor: Sherise Hobbs

Extent: 432

Headline Review

Rights sold: 
Germany (Penguin Verlag)
Italy (Newton Compton)
Romania (Nemira)
US (Ballantine)

Rights available: 
Translation 

Rights sold: US (Ballantine)
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Hate at First Sight
Lizzie O’Hagan
They say it’s a thin line between love... and hate at first sight. 

Kate hates feeling out of control.  Her incessant need to overprepare has 
always served her well. Yet nothing could have prepared her for today.

Not only is she being evicted from her flat... by her best friend, but now 
her boss has announced cost-cutting measures that will put her job in 
jeopardy. She may not love the company she works for, but she’s worked 
too hard for too long to just give up. So she’s ready to prove herself.

The catch? If she wants to save her job, she’ll have to work with creative, 
happy-go-lucky Harry. The one man she’s spent the last five years trying 
to forget.

But what happens when that line you’ve drawn starts to blur?

All Wrapped Up

Christmas-phobic, commitment-phobic Holly has left her fiancé at the 
altar in London. Desperate to escape the repercussions of her decision, 
she flees home to Ireland to work as personal assistant to the incorrigible 
Serena Harper - the ageing, still glamorous proprietor of Knockboden, 
a beautiful but crumbling country house in the foothills of the Dublin 
mountains. 

What Holly doesn’t expect is that Knockboden is to be the location for a 
Reality TV Christmas Special, in which high profile social media couple Jake 
Lyford and Olivia Stack plan to live stream their wedding on Christmas Eve. 
Holly has six weeks is to get the house ‘Insta-ready.’

Serena’s handsome, tetchy and recently divorced son Tyrone strongly 
disapproves of the house being farmed out for showbiz. While Holly 
wrestles with the irony of working on a Christmas wedding show, she 
realises that, even with the TV cameras rolling, her new boss Serena can 
no longer afford the upkeep of her beloved home. 

As the Wedding Day approaches, and plans for the wrap party crescendo, 
both Holly and Serena are about to discover that Jake and Olivia might not 
be the only ones about to get their happy ever after.

March 2023

Editor: Bea Grabowska

Extent: 352

Headline Review

October 2022

Editor: Ciara Doorley

Extent: 320

Hachette Books Ireland

Rights available: World

Ally Bunbury

Rights available: World
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The Last Message
Catherine Hope
A message meant for another. A love meant only for her.

This year I am sending my last message to you. I don’t know if I’ll ever be able 
to forgive myself, and I will never forget you, but I have to find a way let you go.

When Lizzie is woken in the night by a text message clearly not meant for 
her, she is intrigued and haunted by the words she sees. After losing her 
beloved twin brother,  he knows something of grief and the struggle to 
rebuild a life.

Nick, a widower for three years, is haunted by the disappearance and 
presumed death of his wife. When these two lonely hearts are drawn 
together, an unexpectedly  deep and powerful emotional connection is 
formed. Perhaps finally this is the chance for both of them to live again - if 
they can overcome scars of the past which have a longer reach than either 
could have imagined.

If you love Holly Miller’s The Sight of You, Rebecca Serle’s In Five Years and 
Nicholas Sparks, you won’t want to miss the breathtaking love story of the 
year that will grip your heart in every way.

Wish Lists and Road Trips

A steamy, opposites attract romance, ideal for fans of Emily Henry, 
Beth O’Leary and Christina Lauren.

Two stranded travellers. One unexpected journey. 

Brit Donovan wants one thing: to prove to her overbearing family that she 
can be independent. After breaking off her engagement to her cheating 
ex, she sets off on her honeymoon cruise alone to recharge before starting 
a new business.

Nick Callaway isn’t on a pleasure trip. Armed with his brother’s ashes 
and a list of places, he’s on a mission to fulfill a dying wish. Burdened 
with survivor’s guilt and on a countdown to get home in time to help his 
family’s company, the only thing he wants is to get this trip over with. 

When they’re both stranded in Costa Rica after missing their cruise 
ship, Nick and Brit team up to make their way back to the US. Complete 
opposites, their initial frustration - heightened by the obstacles of 
grounded flights and delayed trains - gives way to a searing attraction, 
and the feeling this may be a journey that neither will want to end.

April 2023

Editor: Kate Byrne

Extent: 416

Headline Eternal

April 2023

Editor: Kate Byrne

Extent: 384

Headline Eternal

Rights available: 
Translation

Lauren H. Mae

Rights available: US
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Psalms For The End Of The World
Cole Haddon

September 2022

Editor: Toby Jones

Extent: 528

Headline

About the author:
Cole Haddon is an Australian-American novelist, screenwriter, and 
journalist. Dracula, his first television commission, was produced by 
NBC and Sky Living starring Jonathan Rhys Meyers, and he has gone on 
to develop dozens of feature films and TV series around the globe. His 
graphic novels have been published by Dark Horse and others. He lives in 
the Blue Mountains of Australia with his wife and two children.

Propulsive but profound, this inventive and exquisitely crafted novel 
is the perfect immersive read for fans of David Mitchell, Emily St. John 
Mandel, Neil Gaiman and Margaret Atwood.

It’s 1962 and physics student Grace Pulansky believes she has met the man 
of her dreams, Robert Jones, while serving up slices of pecan pie at the 
local diner. But then the FBI shows up, with their fedoras and off-the-rack 
business suits, and accuses him of being a bomb-planting mass-murderer.

Finding herself on the run with Jones across America’s Southwest, the 
discoveries awaiting Gracie will undermine everything she knows about 
the universe. Her story will reveal how scores of lives - an identity-
swapping rock star, a mourning lover in ancient China, Nazi hunters in 
pursuit of a terrible secret, a crazed artist in pre-revolutionary France, an 
astronaut struggling with a turbulent interplanetary future, and many 
more - are interconnected across space and time by love, grief, and 
quantum entanglement.

Spanning continents, centuries, and dimensions, this exquisitely crafted 
and madly inventive novel - a triple-disk, concept-album of a book - is a 
profound yet propulsive enquiry into the nature of reality - the perfect 
immersive read for fans of David Mitchell, Emily St. John Mandel, Neil 
Gaiman and Margaret Atwood.

Rights available: World
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The Cuckoo
Leo Carew

September 2022

Editor: Ella Gordon

Rights available: 
Translation 

Rights sold:
US (Orbit)

Extent: 688

Wildfire

About the author:
Leo Carew is a graduate of biological anthropology and medicine, currently 
writing alongside work as an army doctor. Apart from storytelling, his real 
passion is exploration, which led him to spend a year living in a tent in the 
High Arctic. It was here that he started writing The Wolf, the first book in 
the Under the Northern Sky trilogy. The Spider and The Wolf make up the 
rest of the captivating trilogy.

Leo Carew’s much-lauded UNDER THE NORTHERN SKY trilogy draws 
to its spellbinding conclusion...

Albion continues to be divided by revolt and bloodshed, as alliances 
collapse and are made anew.

Driven obsessively for glory, the upstart Bellamus and his exiled queen 
Aramilla are marshalling resistance and building a powerful army.

Returning to the Hindrunn, Keturah is forced to fend for herself, battling 
enemies on all sides just when she is most in need of a place of safety.

And all the while, the young Black Lord must deal not only with the 
aftermath of a great betrayal, but the cold shadow of the Kryptea, 
threatening to destroy everything he has fought for...

Rights sold in the Under the 
Northern Sky series 
France (Editions Jean-Claude 
Lattes)
Germany (Goldmann)
Russia (Exem Licence)
Serbia (Vulkan)
US (Orbit)
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About Time
Jodi Taylor

October 2022

Editor: Frankie Edwards

Rights sold in The Time Police 
series:
Turkey (Perseus)

Rights sold in the Chronicles 
of St Mary’s series:
Czechia (Euromedia)
Estonia (Kirjastus Varrak)
France (HC Editions)
Germany (Blanvalet)
Italy (Garzanti)
Japan (Hayakawa Shobo)
Russia (StorySide)
Sweden (Lind & Co)
US (Skyhorse)

Extent: 512

Headline

About the author:
Jodi Taylor is the internationally bestselling author of the Chronicles of 
St Mary’s series, the story of a bunch of disaster prone individuals who 
investigate major historical events in contemporary time. Do NOT call it 
time travel! She is also the author of the Time Police series - a St Mary’s 
spinoff and gateway into the world of an all-powerful, international 
organisation who are NOTHING like St Mary’s. Except, when they are.

Alongside these, Jodi is known for her gripping supernatural thrillers 
featuring Elizabeth Cage together with the enchanting Frogmorton Farm 
series - a fairy story for adults.

Born in Bristol and now living in Gloucester (facts both cities vigorously 
deny), she spent many years with her head somewhere else, much to the 
dismay of family, teachers and employers, before finally deciding to put all 
that daydreaming to good use and write a novel. Over twenty books later, 
she still has no idea what she wants to do when she grows up.

From the million-copy bestselling author of THE CHRONICLES OF ST 
MARY’S.  Trouble is brewing for Team Weird as a shocking revelation 
threatens to tear the team apart.

Patience is not a virtue known to the Time Police. And Commander Hay is 
facing the longest day of her life...

After their heroic efforts to safeguard the Acropolis and prevent the Paris 
Time-Stop, the Time Police have gone from zero to hero. Then one fateful 
mission to apprehend a minor criminal selling dodgy historical artefacts 
blows up in all their faces.

An officer is attacked within TPHQ. A prisoner is murdered. And 
investigations are about to lead to the one place where no officer can 
legally tread.

Worst of all, trouble is brewing for Luke, Jane and Matthew as a shocking 
revelation threatens to tear Team Weird apart for good.

For fans of Doctor Who, The Thursday Murder Club and Jasper Fforde.Rights available: 
Translation
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A History of the World in 74 Borders
Jonn Elledge

April 2024

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights available: 
Translation 

Rights sold:
Italy (Garzanti Libri)
Korea (Book21 Publishing)
Portugal (Edições Saída de 
Emergência)

Extent: 352

Wildfire

About the author:
Jonn Elledge is a regular contributor to the Big Issue and the New Statesman, 
a less regular contributor to other titles such as the Guardian and Wired, 
and an almost constant contributor to the weekly Newsletter of (Not Quite) 
Everything. He was previously assistant editor of the New Statesman, where 
he was responsible for launching and editing the urbanism site CityMetric, 
hosting the Skylines podcast and writing a lot of angry columns about the 
housing crisis. He lives in the East End of London, where he has probably 
spent more time thinking about tube station naming conventions than is 
strictly speaking healthy.

A fascinating and surprising history of the world told through the 
lines people have drawn on maps, by the ‘charming and outlandishly 
nerdish’ author of The Compendium of Not Quite Everything.

People have been drawing lines on maps for as long as there have been 
maps to draw on. Sometimes rooted in physical geography, sometimes 
entirely arbitrary, these lines might often have looked very different if a 
war or treaty or the decisions of a handful of tired Europeans had gone 
a different way. By telling the stories of these borders, we can learn a lot 
about how political identities are shaped - and about human folly.

From the Roman attempts to define the boundaries of civilisation, to the 
secret British-French agreement to carve up the Ottoman Empire during 
the First World War, to the reason why landlocked Bolivia still maintains a 
navy, this is a fascinating, witty and surprising look at the history of the 
world told through its borders.

Rights sold in The Compendium of (Not Quite) Everything:
China (Ginkgo Book Co.)
Germany (Goldmann Verlag)
Poland (Insignis)
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Mini Big Ideas

Jonny Thomson

August 2023

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights available: 
Translation 

Rights sold:
Poland (Insignis)
Portugal (Edições Almedina)

Extent: 304

Wildfire

About the author:
Jonny Thomson teaches philosophy in Oxford. He runs a popular 
Instagram account and website called MINI PHILOSOPHY, the result of his 
conversations with students and a somewhat masochistic obsession with 
reading dense philosophical works.

From the internationally acclaimed author of Mini Philosophy, here 
are 150 big ideas in bite-sized chunks. 

Every so often, a new idea comes along that changes everything. 
Vaccinations. Relativity. Fascism. Can we imagine a world before the 
invention of writing? What would Christianity have looked like without 
with a concept of hell? Sometimes these ideas come along suddenly: 
Copernicus suggesting the earth revolves around the sun; Gutenberg’s 
printing press, Darwin’s theory of evolution. Sometimes they evolve 
over generations: the institution of marriage; the development of animal 
husbandry; the understanding of genetics. Either way, once the idea gains 
a foothold, nothing is the same again.

This fascinating little book tells the stories behind 150 revolutionary 
concepts and explains why they are important. Taken from the realms of 
science, politics, society, religion and technology, these are the big ideas 
that have changed the world - in a nutshell.

A Little Book of Big Innovations

Rights sold in Mini Philosophy:
Arabic (Arab Scientific Publishers)
Bulgaria (Prozorets)
China (China South Booky Culture 
Media)
Germany (Diogenes)

Greece (Dioptra)
Hebrew (Tchelet)
Italy (Garzanti)
Japan (Hayakawa Shobo)
Korea (Will Books)
Netherlands (Orlando)

Poland (Insignis)

Portugal (Edições Almedina)
Romania (Niculescu)
Spain (Plataforma)
Taiwan (Rye Field Publication)
Thailand (WeLearn)
Turkey (Orenda/Yeditepe)
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Conspiracy

Tom Phillips and Jonn Elledge

April 2024

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights available: US & 
Translation

Rights sold:
Bulgaria (Bard)
Czechia (JOTA)
China (Shanghai Joint 
Publishing Co.)
Korea (Will Books Publishing)
Poland (Albatros)
Slovakia (Eastone)
Taiwan (Motif Press)

Extent: 352

Wildfire

About the authors:
Tom Phillips is the editor of Full Fact, Britain’s leading independent 
fact-checking organisation. Previously he was the editorial director of 
BuzzFeed UK, where he divided his time between very serious reporting 
on important issues... and making jokes.

Jonn Elledge is a regular contributor to the Big Issue and the New Statesman, 
a less regular contributor to other titles such as the Guardian and Wired, 
and an almost constant contributor to the weekly Newsletter of (Not Quite) 
Everything. He was previously assistant editor of the New Statesman, where 
he was responsible for launching and editing the urbanism site CityMetric, 
hosting the Skylines podcast and writing a lot of angry columns about the 
housing crisis. He lives in the East End of London, where he has probably 
spent more time thinking about tube station naming conventions than is 
strictly speaking healthy.

Tom Phillips (Humans; Truth) and Jonn Elledge (The Compendium of 
(Not Quite) Everything) team up to debunk the greatest conspiracy 
theories humans have ever espoused - to teach us how not to fall for 
them.

From the Satanic Panic to the anti-vaxx movement, the moon landing to 
Pizzagate, it’s always been human nature to believe we’re being lied to by 
the powers that be (and sometimes, to be fair, we absolutely are).
 
But while it can be fun to indulge in a bit of Deep State banter on the group 
chat, recent times have shown us that some of these theories have taken 
on a life of their own - and in our dogged quest for the truth, it appears we 
might actually be doing it some damage.

In Conspiracy, Tom Phillips and Jonn Elledge take us on a fascinating, 
insightful and often hilarious journey through conspiracy theories old and 
new, to try and answer a vital question for our times: how can we learn 
to log off the QAnon message boards, and start trusting hard evidence 
again?

A History of B*llocks Theories, and How Not To Fall 
For Them
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The Limits of Genius

Katie Spalding

May 2023

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights available: 
Translation 

Rights sold:
Japan (Kanki Publishing)
Poland (Albatros)
US (Little, Brown)

Extent: 352

Wildfire

About the author:
Katie Spalding spent ten years of her life studying maths, which is just 
about the upper limit on how much maths you can do before people start 
actively avoiding you at parties. Ironically, the high point of her academic 
career was appearing on University Challenge twice, during which 
times she answered zero questions on maths or science but performed 
surprisingly well on the ‘historical cross-dressers’ and ‘New World monkeys’ 
round. Katie now writes for the science news website IFLScience, and has 
supplied research for the TV show QI and its sister podcast No Such Thing 
as a Fish.

A hilarious look at how the line between ‘genius’ and ‘extremely lucky 
idiot’ is finer than we’d like to admit.

The more you delve into the stories behind history’s greatest names, 
the more you realise they have something in common: a mystifying 
lack of common sense. Take Marie Curie, famous for both discovering 
radioactivity and having absolutely zero lab safety protocols. Or Lord 
Byron, who literally took a bear with him to university. Or James Glaisher, 
a hot-air balloon pioneer who nearly ended up as the world’s first human 
satellite...

From Nikola Tesla falling in love with a pigeon to non-swimmer Albert 
Einstein’s near-fatal love of sailing holidays, The Limits of Genius is filled with 
examples of the so-called brightest and best of humanity doing, to put it 
bluntly, some really dumb shit. These are the stories that deserve to be 
told but never are: the hilarious, regrettable and downright baffling lesser-
known achievements of the men and women who somehow managed to 
bungle their way into our history books.

How Some of the World’s Greatest Minds Were 
Surprisingly Stupid
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High Caucasus

Tom Parfitt

July 2023

Editor: Iain MacGregor

Extent: 352

Headline

About the author:
A new exciting writer, very much in the style of Robert McFarlane and 
Nicolas Crane, Tom Parfitt is the Times’ correspondent in Moscow. He moved 
to Moscow as a young man, having learnt fluent Russian at university, and 
quickly became a correspondent for the Guardian, the Telegraph and the 
Times. He is also a fellow of the Royal Geographic Society.

High Caucasus is Tom Parfitt’s wonderfully atmospheric memoir-cum-
travel narrative about the 1,000-mile walk he made to lay to rest a ghost. 
On the 1 September 2004, at the Beslan siege in Russia when Chechen 
terrorists took more than 1,000 people captive at celebrations held to 
mark the first day of the school year. Lasting three days, the siege reached 
a bloody climax when two bombs exploded inside the school and Russian 
troops stormed the building, sparking a fire in the gymnasium where the 
captives were held. In the chaos, 334 hostages, more than half of them 
children (the youngest two years old), died. Never a war correspondent, 
Tom was emotionally pulverised, and his solution was to turn back to his 
lifelong love of walking, to a nature cure of sorts. Having long loved the 
Caucasus, he also wanted to understand why the mountain peoples there, 
people like the Chechens, were so angry at Russia. 

That was how Tom came to walk 1,000 miles across the North Caucasus, 
starting in Sochi in the Black Sea and walking the mountain ranges to 
Derbent, the ancient fortress city on the Caspian. His route took him 
through the homelands of proud, little-known peoples - the Abkhazians, 
the Karachays, the Balkars, the Ingush, the few surviving Circassians - 
through bear-haunted forests, across high altitude pastures and over 
the shoulder of Elbrus, Europe’s highest mountain. That meant crossing 
the political and tribal fault-lines of seven Russian republics: Adygea, 
Karachayevo-Cherkesiya, Kabardino-Balkariya, North Ossetia, Ingushetia, 
Chechnya and Dagestan.

A Mountain Quest in Russia’s Haunted Hinterland

Rights available: World 
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We Will Not Be Saved
Nemonte Nenquimo

April 2024

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights available: 
Translation 

Rights sold:
France (Calmann-Lévy)
Germany (Heyne Verlag)
Hungary (Corvina Kiadó)
Korea (RH Korea)
Netherlands (Meulenhoff)
Spain (Ediciones Urano)
US (Abrams Books)

Extent: 208

Wildfire

About the author:
Nemonte Nenquimo, a Waorani leader, was born in Ecuador’s Amazon, one of the 
most bio-diverse and threatened rainforests on the planet.  She is the co-founder 
of both the Indigenous-led non-profit Ceibo Alliance and its partner organization, 
Amazon Frontlines. Nemonte led her people in an historic legal victory against the 
oil industry, protecting half-a-million acres of rainforest and setting a precedent for 
Indigenous rights across the region. Her leadership has been widely recognized; 
in 2020, she won the Goldman Environmental Prize for Central and South America 
and was named to the BBC 100 Women and TIME 100 Most Influential People in the 
World.

Mitch Anderson is co-founder and Executive Director of Amazon Frontlines, a non-
profit organization based in the Upper Amazon, which defends indigenous peoples’ 
rights to land, life, and cultural survival.  In 2011, he moved to Ecuador’s northern 
Amazon to start a grassroots clean water project with Indigenous communities 
living downriver from contaminating oil operations. Through building more than 
1,000 clean water systems in over 70 villages, Mitch supported the formation of 
the Ceibo Alliance, an Indigenous-led non-profit that won the prestigious UN 
Equator Prize and whose victories for the Amazon rainforest have inspired millions 
worldwide.

I’’m here to tell you my story, which is also the story of my people and the story 
of this forest.’

Born into the Waorani tribe of Ecuador’s Amazon rainforest, Nemonte 
Nenquimo was taught about plant medicines, foraging, oral storytelling, 
and shamanism by her elders. Age 14, she left the forest for the first time 
to study with an evangelical missionary group in the city.

Eventually, her ancestors began appearing in her dreams, pleading with 
her to return and embrace her own culture. She listened. Two decades 
later, Nemonte has emerged as one of the most forceful voices in climate-
change activism. She has spearheaded the alliance of indigenous nations 
across the Upper Amazon and led her people to a landmark victory against 
Big Oil, protecting over a half million acres of primary rainforest. Her 
message is as sharp as the spears that her ancestors wielded - honed by 
her experiences battling loggers, miners, oil companies and missionaries.

In this astonishing memoir, she partners with her husband Mitch 
Anderson, founder of Amazon Frontlines, digging into generations of oral 
history, uprooting centuries of conquest, hacking away at racist notions of 
Indigenous peoples, and ultimately revealing a life story as rich, harsh and 
vital as the Amazon rainforest herself.
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The Art of Explanation
Ros Atkins

February 2024

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights available: US & 
Translation 

Rights sold:
Korea (Will Books Publishing)

Extent: 256

Wildfire

About the author:
Ros Atkins is an award-winning BBC News anchor who created and presents 
Outside Source on the BBC News Channel and BBC World News - one of the 
top-rating UK news programmes with a global audience of millions. His 
‘Ros Atkins on...’ explainer videos have become a phenomenon, garnering 
millions of views across multiple BBC platforms, making Ros one of the 
BBC’s most-watched journalists.  

Ros is also the creator of the multi-award-winning 50:50 Project, which 
now works across over 100 organisations in over 25 countries to diversify 
representation in media content.  

In November 2021, Radio 4 announced that Ros would be the new co-
presenter on the Media Show in the coming months.

A practical and accessible guide to getting across complex information 
clearly, by BBC presenter and journalist Ros Atkins, creator of the viral 
‘Ros Atkins on...’ explainer vidoes.

Explanation - conveying meaning - is an art. And the BBC presenter and 
journalist Ros Atkins, creator of the viral ‘Ros Atkins on...’ explainer videos, 
is something of a master of the form. In this book, Ros shares the secrets he 
has learned from years of working in high-pressure newsrooms, identifying 
the six elements of a good explanation and the ten steps you need to take 
to express yourself as persuasively and accurately as possible.

Whether you need to articulate your thoughts clearly for business, 
educational or social purposes, The Art of Explanation is a must-read for 
anyone who wants to improve their communication skills.
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When We Ruled

Paula Akpan

April 2024

Editor: Katie Packer

Extent: 320

Headline

About the author:
Paula is a historian, freelance journalist and director of the Black Queer 
Travel Guide. She is currently completing her MA in Black British History 
with a keen interest in contemporary Black British lesbian world-building 
and place-making. Her journalism mainly focuses on Blackness, queerness, 
contemporary history and social politics and Paula regularly writes for 
publications including Vogue, Teen Vogue, VICE UK, The Independent, Stylist, 
Refinery29, Bustle and more.

When We Ruled: The Rise and Fall of Twelve Queens by debut author 
and historian, Paula Akpan, is a book that will give voice to the women 
warriors and regents across the African continent often demoted to a 
footnote in history. 

When We Ruled will offer insight into the lives of the African women who 
ruled corners of the continent throughout the ages, breathing new life 
into their stories through engaging historical retellings. 

From the ‘Mad Queen’ Ranavalona the First of Madagascar to Nigeria’s 
spy queen Moremi Ojasoro, from the Asante warrior leader Nana Yaa 
Asantewaa to the Burundi’s queen Ririkumutima who arranged the 
assassination of a fellow wife in order to seize the throne, the stories will 
grapple with the lives and complexities of these women’s reigns. 

Alongside retelling their histories, When We Ruled will firmly locate these 
queens in the here and now, with interviews with women who grew 
up in their lands knowing these figures, describing why they remain so 
important to their cultures today.

The Rise and Fall of Twelve Queens

Rights available: World 



Non-fiction highlights

47

Max Verstappen: A New Era
Mark Hughes

September 2023

Editor: Jonathan Taylor

Rights available: World 

Extent: 288

Headline

About the author:
Mark Hughes is the Grand Prix editor for Motor Sport magazine, an F1 
correspondent for The Sunday Times and technical editor for the renowned 
motor racing annual Autocourse. 

He also provides analysis for TV coverage of F1, currently working in the 
role of technical analyst for Sky Sports. He has 32k followers on Twitter. 

Hughes has written a number of F1-related books: Speed Addicts 
(HarperCollins) won Best Illustrated Book at the 2006 British Sports Book 
Awards; Lewis Hamilton, The Full Story (Icon Books) was released in 2008; 
and he co-authored Crashed And Byrned (Icon Books), which won the 2008 
William Hill Irish Sports Book of the Year.

A definitive and intriguing biography of Max Verstappen, Formula 1’s 
hottest new superstar, Lewis Hamilton’s great rival, and the winner of 
the 2021 World Drivers’ Championship.

No Hollywood scriptwriter could possibly have envisioned the breathless, 
adrenaline-pumping climax to the 2021 Formula 1 season. On the very last 
lap of the final race of an unbelievably arduous and controversial season, 
Red Bull’s Max Verstappen nervelessly overtook the seven-time World 
Champion Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes to clinch the first place that thrust 
the young prodigy to the narrowest of victories and to his first World 
Drivers’ title. It surely won’t be his last.

Verstappen may only be 24 years of age, but the Dutch motorsport 
sensation has now completed his seventh season in the high-octane 
world of F1: 141 race starts, 60 podium finishes and 20 Grand Prix victories 
barely tell the story - this young man has already left an indelible mark 
on the sport. The son of F1 driver Jos, Verstappen junior quickly stepped 
out of his father’s shadow: his youthful charisma, ferocious speed, fearless 
driving style and refusal to back down mark him out as a true champion. 
And the phenomenal success of Netflix’s Drive to Survive documentary 
series has elevated his worldwide popularity still further.

Widely respected motorsport writer and F1 insider Mark Hughes is perfectly 
placed to write the most authoritative narrative on Verstappen’s incredible 
rise through the ranks to F1 glory. Hughes’ immaculate credentials and 
first-rate access enable him to generate fresh and fascinating insights, and 
to paint a fully-rounded and richly-textured portrait of one of the most 
exciting young sportsmen on the planet.
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The Long View

Richard Fisher

March 2023

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights available: US & 
Translation 

Rights sold:
Korea (SangSang Square)

Extent: 352

Wildfire

About the author:
Richard Fisher is a senior journalist with BBC Global News in London, 
where he writes, commissions and edits stories for BBC Future and bbc.
com, specialising in science, technology and health journalism. From 
2019-20, Richard was a Knight Science Journalism fellow at MIT, based in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

A wide-ranging and intelligent exploration of the importance of long-
term thinking in politics, science, business and culture by a senior 
BBC Future journalist.

Humans are unique in our ability to understand time, able to comprehend 
the past and future like no other species. Yet modern-day technology and 
capitalism have supercharged our short-termist tendencies and trapped 
us in the present, at the mercy of reactive politics, quarterly business 
targets and 24-hour news cycles.

It wasn’t always so. In medieval times, craftsmen worked on cathedrals 
that would be unfinished in their lifetime. Indigenous leaders fostered 
intergenerational reciprocity. And in the early twentieth century, writers  
dreamed of worlds thousands of years hence. Now, as we face long-term 
challenges on an unprecedented scale, how do we recapture that far-
sighted vision?

Richard Fisher takes us from the boardrooms of Japan - home to some 
of the world’s oldest businesses - to an Australian laboratory where an 
experiment started a century ago is still going strong. He examines the 
psychological biases that discourage the long view, and talks to the 
growing number of people from the worlds of philosophy, technology, 
science and the arts who are exploring smart ways to overcome them. How 
can we learn to widen our perception of time and honour our obligations 
to the lives of those not yet born?

Why We Need to Transform How the World Sees Time



Commercial Non-fiction

49

Tutankhamun

Joyce Tyldesley

October 2022

Editor: Iain MacGregor

Rights available: 
Translation

 Rights sold:
China (Beijing Standway Books)
Italy (Giunti Editore)
Portugal (Edições Almedina)
Spain (Atico de los Libros)

Extent: 320

Headline

About the author:
Joyce Tyldesley was born in Bolton, Lancashire. She studied archaeology at 
Liverpool and Oxford Universities, before writing a series of academic yet 
accessible books on ancient Egypt, including several books for children. 
Her 2008 book Cleopatra: Egypt’s Last Queen was a Radio 4 “Book of the 
Week”. Her 2012 book Tutankhamen’s Curse (published as Tutankhamen 
in the USA), won the Felicia A. Holton Book Award of the Archaeological 
Institute of America. Joyce currently holds a chair in Egyptology at the 
University of Manchester.

A hundred years ago, a team of archaeologists in the Valley of the Kings 
made a remarkable discovery: a near-complete royal burial, an ancient 
mummy, and golden riches beyond imagination. The lost tomb of 
Tutankhamun ignited a media frenzy, propelled into overdrive by rumours 
of a deadly ancient curse. But amid the hysteria, many stories - including 
that of Tutankhamun himself - were distorted or forgotten.

Tutankhamun: Pharaoh, Icon, Enigma takes a familiar tale and turns on 
its head. Leading Egyptologist Joyce Tyldesley has gathered ten unique 
perspectives together for the first time: that of the teenage pharaoh 
and his family, ancient embalmers and tomb robbers, famous Western 
explorers and forgotten Egyptian archaeologists. It’s a journey that spans 
from ancient Thebes in 1336 BCE - when a young king on a mission to 
restore his land met an unexpected and violent end - to modern Luxor 
in 1922 CE - as the tomb’s discovery led to a fight over ownership that 
continues to this day.

Above all, this is the story of Tutankhamun, as he would have wanted to 
be remembered. Piecing together three thousand years of evidence and 
unpicking the misunderstandings that surround Egypt’s most famous 
king, this book offers a vital reappraisal on his life, death and enduring 
legacy.

Lost for three thousand years, misunderstood for a 
century
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The Modern Bestiary

Joanna Bagniewska

September 2022

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights sold:
Korea (Will Books)
Poland (Insignis)
US (Smithsonian Books)

Extent: 256

Wildfire

About the author:
Dr Joanna Bagniewska is a zoologist and science communicator. She 
completed her undergraduate degree at Jacobs University Bremen and 
Rice University in Houston, and obtained her MSc and doctorate from 
the University of Oxford’s zoology department. After a stint at a start-up 
company, where she trained bees to detect illegal substances, Joanna went 
on to lecture at Nottingham Trent University and the University of Reading. 
Her academic interests include conservation biology, behavioural ecology 
and the intersection of technology and zoology. Joanna has worked on a 
range of species, ranging from wombats and wallabies to mole-rats and 
jackals. She currently splits her time between two roles: senior lecturer in 
environmental sciences at Brunel University London, and communications 
and public engagement officer at the University of Oxford’s Department of 
Paediatrics. This is her first book.

A carefully curated collection of some of the world’s most weird and 
wonderful animals, in a beautifully illustrated modern version of a 
medieval bestiary.

From the familiar to the improbable, the gross to the endearing, The 
Modern Bestiary is a compendium of curious creatures. It includes both 
animals that have made headlines and those you’ve probably never heard 
of, such as skin-eating caecilians, harp sponges, or zombie worms - also 
known as bone-eating snot flowers.

Arranged by elements (Earth, Water, Air), The Modern Bestiary contains 
well-known species told from new, unexpected angles (rats that drive cars; 
fish that communicate by passing wind), as well as stranger and lesser-
known creatures, including carnivorous mice that howl at the moon, cross-
dressing cuttlefish, and antechinuses - small marsupials that literally mate 
themselves to death. Finally, there are the ‘aliens on Earth’ - the incredible, 
the surreal, the magical - such as tardigrades, tongue-eating lice and 
immortal jellyfish, creatures so astonishing that they make unicorns look 
rather commonplace.

Written by a zoologist with a flair for storytelling, this is a fascinating 
celebration of the animal kingdom.

A Curated Collection of Wondrous Creatures
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The Year in Space

The Supermassive Podcast

October 2022

Editor: Alex Clarke

Extent: 160

Wildfire

About the authors:
Dr Becky Smethurst is an astrophysicist at the University of Oxford and star 
of the astronomy-themed YouTube channel, ‘Dr Becky’, which has 394,000 
subscribers and 24 million total views. 

Her co-host on the Supermassive Podcast, Izzie Clarke, has a Masters 
degree in Physics and is an experienced science journalist and podcast 
producer.

Richard Hollingham is an award-winning space journalist and broadcaster, 
writer for BBC Future and commentator for the European Space Agency. 

Dr Robert Massey is deputy executive director of the Royal Astronomy 
Society.

And BBC radio presenter, producer and podcaster, Sue Nelson, is the 
award-winning author of Wally Funk’s Race for Space.

Is it possible for humans to live on other planets?
What will happen on the next mission to the Moon?
And was there really once life on Mars?

Brought to you by the infectiously enthusiastic team behind The 
Supermassive Podcast from the Royal Astronomical Society, The Year 
in Space highlights the most exciting space news from the past twelve 
months and looks forward to the year ahead. 

Packed with features, interviews, in-depth explainers and stunning 
photography, it covers everything from the extraordinary new images 
from the James Webb telescope to the search for extraterrestrial life. You’ll 
also find practical tips on what to look out for in the night sky in 2023.

Fun, engaging and accessible, this is essential reading for every space 
enthusiast.

From the makers of the number-one space podcast, 
in conjunction with the Royal Astronomical Society

Rights available: World
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The Royal Wardrobe
Rosie Harte

June 2023

Editor: Katie Packer

Extent: 400

Headline

About the author:
Rosie Harte is a fashion historian, actor and TikTok creator. In theatre she 
collaborated with the Bristol Old Vic Theatre heritage team to discover new 
means of introducing people to their local history. During lockdown, she 
began to transfer her knowledge of art and fashion history into bitesize 
content for TikTok, and her following has flourished to over 316k followers 
in just over a year. She has worked with brands and museums such as the 
Victoria and Albert to become a known and trusted face for their TikTok 
audience. On her account (@theroyalwardrobe) she loves to explore the 
unconventional, the scandalous and the untold with her audience to 
introduce them to royal family’s rich and long history.

A very fashionable history of the Royal family, from the Tudor 
age that saw Henry VIII’s wives dressing to survive a tyrant to the 
new generation of royals in the 21st century who are bringing 
contemporary style to the monarchy.

Why did women wear such heavy and uncomfortable skirts in the Elizabethan 
era?

What the hell happened to Charles II’s pubic hair wig?

How did Princess Diana’s revenge dress become so iconic?

Fashion for the Royal Family has been one of their most powerful weapons 
and plays a key role in why they still exist today. Their clothes are imbued 
with meaning, with history, and with majesty but at their core they tell 
a story. Their clothes reveal complex individuals with fears, preferences, 
demands, and insecurities just like us, sometimes they are weird and 
wonderful, sometimes they are stately and dramatic, either way they 
explode with the personalities of the people that wore them.

From the TikTok sensation, Rosie Harte, The Royal Wardrobe dives into a 
horrible history and colourful past that will surprise and fascinate. From 
the Tudors to the Victorians right through to the 21st Century family rife 
with drama and division, there is so much still to uncover and explore. 

Their clothes tell stories and hide secrets, you just need to know how to 
read them.

Rights available: 
Translation
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Dancing With The Red Devil
Sarah Standing

March 2023

Editor: Sarah Emsley

Extent: 304

Headline

About the author:
Born in 1959 to actress Nanette Newman and writer, actor and director 
Bryan Forbes, Sarah Standing started her career in writing by winning a 
Vogue Young Writers competition at the age of fourteen. After six months 
working on Woman’s Own, she spent the next five years freelancing, 
writing features for The Evening Standard, The Evening News, Ritz Magazine 
and presenting a weekly radio show for Radio London. In 1984 she married 
actor John Standing and moved to Los Angeles, taking a seven year writing 
sabbatical, whilst she gave birth and took care of three children in quick 
succession. 

Moving back to London in 1991 she became a contributing editor at Tatler 
Magazine.   In 2002 she began writing features for The Telegraph and had a 
weekly fashion column on Saturdays, following which she became Travel 
and Lifestyle editor at The Spectator.

Today she writes regular features for GQ, Woman and Home, The Times and 
the Daily Mail, and co-owns and runs the independent toy shop Starbags 
in Pimlico.

Sarah Standing is a wife, a mother, a journalist, a toy shop owner, a 
grandmother, a great friend, a daughter, and a lover of life. She does not 
have the time, or inclination, to deal with cancer. But shit happens. After a 
week or two of struggling to catch her breath, Sarah pops along to see her 
GP for a few tests. By the end of the day, she has a bag of what looks like 
bone broth draining from her body and is dealing with a diagnosis of non-
Hodgkins lymphoma. It’s cancer, says her doctor, but it’s the good kind.

Radiating personality from the very first page, this memoir is filled with 
joy, hope and love, and screams ‘FUCK YOU, CANCER’ at the top of its lungs. 
Covering the six months that Sarah undergoes chemo - separated from 
her family by the laws of lockdown - this book will make you laugh, sob 
and grab life firmly by the balls so you can live the hell out of it.

Rights available: World
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How to Get Eco Fit
Anja Murray

March 2023
Editor: Ciara Considine
Extent: 288

Hachette Books Ireland

We live at a crux time, where burning ecological issues have never been 
so urgently in need of attention. ‘Eco-anxiety’ is very real for many people 
- arising from a state of overwhelm or helplessness relating to the very 
serious challenges we face as a species.  

In her transformative book, ecologist and nature enthusiast Anja Murray 
offers a gentle and effective antidote to all who wish to exchange 
helplessness for empowerment, and fear for wellbeing, guiding us back 
into a beneficial, sustainable and, above all, joyful relationship with the 
nature that surrounds us.

From the benefits of ‘forest bathing’ to discovering nature at night, from 
guidance on everyday changes for sustainable living to connecting with 
the natural wonders on our doorstep, Anja opens a door to how those 
we share this island with live, and how we can foster a nourishing new 
relationship with our surroundings - for the betterment of our mind, body, 
soul and environment.

Rights available: World

Still Points

Brother Richard

September 2022
Editor: Ciara Doorley
Extent: 368

Hachette Books Ireland

A simple and powerful book of stillness and love.

In an uncertain world, we all seek a sense of security and inner peace.  
Still Points: A Guide to Living the Mindful Meditative Way shows us how to 
achieve this, simply by following a daily spiritual practice. In doing so, we 
enter into a deep connection to sacred stillness, revealing to us the beauty 
within the present moment.

In a book that can be followed throughout the year, or dipped in and out of 
to find ‘still points’ in times of distraction and worry, Brother Richard brings 
us on a transformative journey of meditation, poetry and sacred pause, 
enabling us to experience a sense of peace, happiness and belonging in 
our lives.

Rights available: World

A guide to living the mindful, meditative way
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A practical, down to earth guide for anyone who doesn’t 
know where to start

How to Clean Everything

Ann Russell
From everyone’s favourite online cleaning expert and ‘TikTok Auntie’, 
this is the only cleaning book that you will ever need. 

How to Clean Everything is full of genuinely useful tips and tricks, and advice 
about not just what but also what not to do. Covering everything from 
laundry to accidents, and cleaning room by room, this book also contains 
sections on more general household maintenance, particularly useful for 
renters or anyone living away from home for the first time. Ann’s approach 
is realistic, reassuring and easy to follow whatever your circumstances.

September 2022
Editor: Anna Steadman

Extent: 224

Headline Home

December 2022

Editor: Anna Steadman

Extent: 240

Headline Home

Rights available: World

Rights available: World

A guide to getting the life you want, starting now
Manifest Day by Day
Alanis Cooper
A guide to manifesting from one of the biggest UK TikTok experts on 
the subject.

If you are feeling stuck, need help achieving your goals or want to make 
positive changes in any area of your life, this is the book for you. 

Alanis Cooper has been using manifesting to change her life since 2019, 
and in this book, she shares her secrets, and gives you the tools to manifest 
whatever it is you are looking for. From the rule of attraction, to scripting, 
visualisation, meditation and more, this book will help you begin a daily 
practice that will change your life forever.

Divided into sections covering all the big topics, month by month (friends, 
family, romance, personal development and more), this book will make 
manifesting work  for you to get the life you want, starting now.
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The Black women’s guide to wellness
Take Care

Chloë Pierre
Take Care prioritises Black women and their experiences and encourages 
them to take care of themselves in order to bring their best self into the 
world. A space for Black women to cultivate their joy is truly a necessity at 
a time when Black lives are at the forefront of discussions online and in the 
media, and Take Care is the book to ensure that.

Chloe Pierre, founder of thy.self, the brand making self-care inclusive, 
wants to inspire Black women to take time to care for themselves. In this 
book she consults experts to create an inspiring and practical guide that 
offers ways to help you:
• Be your authentic self
• Embrace your beauty and feel body positive
• Deal with grief, loss and mental health issues
• Create a supportive and uplifting community
• Practice self-love every day

Take Care is a book of warmth, happiness and light, and will help you to 
refocus and put yourself first.

January 2023

Editor: Katie Packer

Extent: 288

Headline

April 2023

Editor: Lindsey Evans

Extent: 352

Headline Home

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights available: World

How to thrive after Menopause
The Power Decade
Susan Saunders
A positive outlook on ‘the other side’ of the menopause, and what it 
can mean for you in your 50s and 60s.

The decade that takes us from our early 50s to early 60s is a time for us 
to take stock, to power ahead, to decide who we are and how we want 
to live as we face the future. And the foundation for that, whatever those 
decisions might be? Our health, physical and mental.

The years immediately after the menopause are the most important for 
a woman’s health: the actions we take now will shape and define the rest 
of our lives. At the same time, we’re dealing with everything from falling 
hormone levels to weakening bones: add in a pervading feeling that we’ve 
lost identity and we have a toxic environment in which to grow older. 

But this is the time to step away from the prevailing narrative of failing 
faculties and oncoming illness and instead power up to make the changes 
which will define how we age. From now, for the rest of our lives... 
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How to be kinder to yourself and others
Hope This Helps

Benji Kusi
The world can often feel like a very scary, complicated and messy place. 
It’s not always clear what is the correct thing to say, the best thing to do or 
the right way to be.

Hope This Helps offers an easy guide that can help you feel and do better, 
and gives guidance on things that can appear incredibly difficult to 
navigate. Centring tolerance, kindness and empathy, the book takes us 
back to our roots as a human race of simply wanting to connect, be heard 
and enjoy life.

Written in short, bite-sized entries, you can turn straight to the section you 
need depending on the challenge you’re facing. February 2023

Editor: Katie Packer

Extent: 400

Headline

January 2024

Editor: Lindsey Evans

Extent: 224

Headline Home

Rights available: World

Rights available: World

Headline Health: Headaches
Dr Mark Weatherall
Part of Headline’s new expert-led health series, Headaches examines 
the science behind headaches and the treatments available.

Headaches are a common part of many people’s lives - for the most part 
causing the occasional inconvenience. However, for some, headaches 
can be a major burden. Around 10 million adults in the UK experience 
migraines, and more than 500,000 people are living with daily, or near-
daily headaches.

In Headaches, Dr Mark Weatherall explains the current scientific 
understanding of what headaches are, what causes them and why certain 
people get them. This book will examine how to manage headaches, the 
treatment options available and answer commonly asked questions. 

This easy-to-understand guide will give you all the information you need 
to better understand headaches and take the next steps in managing or 
seeking treatment for this condition.
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Butter
Olivia Potts
Butter: A Celebration is a joyous immersion in all things butter, revelling 
in its alchemical power to transform almost any dish, from good to 
transcendent.

Award-winning food writer Olivia Potts takes us on a grand tour of 
butter and its many varied applications, from old school chicken Kiev to 
millefeuille, from oysters Rockefeller to saffron and yoghurt tahdig. This is 
a book to be savoured for its wonderful writing, as well as for its irresistible 
recipes and expert introduction to patisserie, too. Full of history, anecdotes 
and, of course, delicious recipes resplendent with butter, it includes:
• Turkish eggs with yoghurt and chill butter
• Butter-basted rib eye steak
• Steamed artichoke with anchovy butter
• Grilled kippers with horseradish butter
• Buttermilk pancakes
• Sticky gingerbread
• French salted butter biscuits
• Brioche feuilletée
• Damson plum crumble

September 2022
Editor: Lindsey Evans

Extent: 368

Headline Home

August 2022
Editor: Lindsey Evans

Extent: 464

Headline Home

Rights available: 
Translation

Rights available: World

Fish
Dr Mark Weatherall
This updated edition of Fish includes over 180 recipes and celebrates 
one of the great culinary passions of our time.

Originally published in 1998 and shortlisted for the Best Food Book in the 
1999 Glenfiddich Food and Drink Awards, Fish has now been fully updated 
by Sophie Grigson. 

In Fish, Sophie creates accessible modern-day recipes for both the novice 
and the experienced cook. From Halibut with Welsh Rarebit Crust and 
Maryland Crabcakes, to Greek Octopus and Red Wine Stew and Lobster 
Thermidor, there are recipes for all tastes - plus helpful tips on buying, 
storing and preparing fish from William Black.

This is the only book you will ever need on fish and fish cookery.
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Ten easy ways to get everything you need from your food
Supercharge Your Diet

Sam Rice
Eating healthily is easy right? Just make sure you have your five-a-day (or 
is it eight now?), eat enough fibre (but how much is enough?), cut down 
on meat (but which types and by how much?), eat more fish (but is farmed 
fish OK?) and, of course, ensure you are getting all your vitamins and 
minerals, and don’t forget prebiotics and probiotics.

If you’ve ever felt overwhelmed with conflicting advice about how to eat 
healthily, Sam Rice is here to help. Focusing on ten practical and easy-
tounderstand ways of achieving your nutritional targets, this book will 
guide you to a healthier lifestyle.

Getting what you need nutritionally from your food is not rocket science. 
In fact, it’s quite simple when you know how. Supercharge Your Diet takes 
all that nutritional advice and translates it into the food on your plate - 
with 80 delicious recipes that tick all the nutritional boxes.

December 2022

Editor: Lindsey Evans

Extent: 320

Headline Home

September 2023

Editor: Anna Steadman

Extent: 288

Headline Home

Rights available: World

Rights available: World

The Book of Chai
Mira Manek
A guide to the iconic and ever-popular beverage, blending recipes 
with stories, history, and Ayurvedic health principles.

This book is a celebration of chai, the healthy Ayurvedic drink that is not 
only woven into the fabric of life in India, but now rapidly growing in 
popularity and enjoyed across the world.

The Book of Chai presents 65 delicious recipes for chai, including recipes 
using chai and dishes to accompany chai. As well as explaining the health 
benefits and different techniques for making chai, this book contains chais 
for different seasons, times of day and moods. There are chais to wake you 
up, chais to soothe you after a stressful day and chais to help you sleep. 

The Book of Chai also explores the fascinating history of the beverage and 
its role in Indian life and culture. Evocative ‘chai stories’ woven throughout 
bring to life the importance of this drink and the way it oils the wheels of 
Indian society.
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About the author:
Harriet Tyce grew up in Edinburgh and studied English at Oxford University before doing a law conversion course at 
City University.  She practised as a criminal barrister in London for nearly a decade, and subsequently completed an 
MA in Creative Writing - Crime Fiction at the University of East Anglia.  She lives in north London. Her first novel, Blood 
Orange, published in 2019 to huge critical acclaim and her second novel, The Lies You Told, published in summer 2020. 
It Ends at Midnight is her third novel.

Harriet Tyce Book 4
Harriet Tyce
‘Twists that keep you frantically turning the pages’ Sunday Mirror

‘Impossible to put down’ Independent

‘Intriguing characters, deceptive twists and a punch-to-the-gut finale. Harriet 
Tyce always delivers.’ John Marrs

NEW BOOK FROM SUNDAY TIMES AND KINDLE #1 BESTSELLER 
HARRIET TYCE COMING 2024

Rights sold in Harriet Tyce’s titles:
Bulgaria (Ciela Norma)
Croatia (24sata)
Czechia (Euromedia)
Denmark (Gyldendal)
Estonia (Varrak)
Finland (Otava)
France (Editions Robert Laffont)
Germany (Heyne)
Hebrew (Tchelet)

Hungary (Publish and More)
Italy (Mondadori)
Japan (Hayakawa Shobo)
Latvia (Zvaigzne ABC)
Lithuania (Lithuanian Writers’ Union)
Macedonia (Knigoholicari)
Netherlands (Meulenhoff)
Norway (Gyldendal Norsk)
Poland (Dressler Dublin)
Portugal (PRH Grupo Editorial)

Romania (Grup Media Litera)
Russia (Ripol Classic Publishing 
House
Serbia (Evro Book)
Slovakia (Ikar)
Slovenia (Ucila International)
Spain (PRH Grupo Editorial)
Sweden (Jentas)
Taiwan (Eurasian Publishing Group)
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An Olive Grove in Ends
Moses McKenzie
Sayon Hughes, a young Black man from Bristol, dreams of a world far 
removed from the one in which he was raised. Far removed from the torn 
slips outside the bookie’s, the burnt spoons and the crooked solutions his 
community embraces; most of all, removed from the Christianity of his 
uncaring parents and the prejudice of law-makers. 

Growing up, Sayon found respite from the chaos of his environment in 
the love and loyalty of his brother-in-arms, Cuba; in the example of his 
cousin Hakim, a man once known as the most infamous drug-dealer in 
their neighbourhood, now a proselytising Muslim; and in the tenderness 
of his girl, Shona, whose own sense of purpose galvanises Sayon’s. 

In return, Sayon wants to give the people he loves the world: a house atop 
a grand hill in the most affluent area of the city, a home in which they can 
forever find joy and safety. But after an altercation in which a boy is killed, 
Sayon finds his loyalties torn and his dream of a better life in peril.

April 2022
Editor: Ella Gordon

Extent: 336

Wildfire

March 2022
Editor: Ella Gordon

Extent: 400

Wildfire

Peach Blossom Spring
Melissa Fu
With every misfortune there is a blessing and within every blessing, the seeds 
of misfortune, and so it goes, until the end of time.

It is 1938 in China, and the Japanese are advancing. A young mother, 
Meilin, is forced to flee her burning city with her four-year-old son, Renshu, 
and embark on an epic journey across China. For comfort, they turn to 
their most treasured possession - a beautifully illustrated hand scroll. 
Its ancient fables offer solace and wisdom as they travel through their 
ravaged country, seeking refuge.

Years later, Renshu has settled in America as Henry Dao. His daughter is 
desperate to understand her heritage, but he refuses to talk about his 
childhood. How can he keep his family safe in this new land when the 
weight of his history threatens to drag them down?

Spanning continents and generations, Peach Blossom Spring is a bold and 
moving look at the history of modern China, told through the story of one 
family. It’s about the power of our past, the hope for a better future, and 
the search for a place to call home.

Rights sold:
Hebrew (Lesa Press)
US (Little, Brown)

Rights sold:
Germany (S. Fischer Verlag)
Hungary (Alexandra Könyvesház)
Italy (Mauri Spagnol)
Netherlands (Ambo | Anthos)
Romania (Univers)                           US (Little, Brown)
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Just For Today
Nell Hudson
The party has to end sometime

It all starts on New Year’s Eve. A night that has to be a success, whatever 
the cost.  For Joni and her friends, it’ll be a party that promises all the high 
stakes and glamour of any other, but by sunrise they’ll be dealing with 
something darker than the usual post-party comedown.

Not that they let this stand in their way.  For this is their year to revel in 
all that the playground of London has to offer: sneaking into places they 
shouldn’t, breaking every rule, falling in love with the wrong people.  All 
the while avoiding one undeniable truth: it’s not if the party ends, it’s how.

Just For Today is a bittersweet evocation of the end of innocence, and 
an exhilarating celebration of having nothing to lose - until suddenly, 
you do.

June 2022
Editor: Ellie Freedman

Extent: 400

Tinder Press

July 2022
Editor: Sherise Hobbs

Extent: 448

Headline Review

The Last Hours in Paris
Ruth Druart
Paris 1944. Elise Chevalier knows what it is to love...and to hate. Her fiancé, 
a young French soldier, was killed by the German army at the Maginot Line. 
Living amongst the enemy Elise must keep her rage buried deep within.

Sebastian Kleinhaus no longer recognises himself. After four years spent 
fighting a war he doesn’t believe in, wearing a uniform he despises, he 
longs for a way out. For something, someone, to be his salvation.

Brittany 1963. Reaching for the suitcase under her mother’s bed, 
eighteen-year-old Josephine Chevalier uncovers a secret that shakes her 
to the core. Determined to find the truth, she travels to Paris where she 
discovers the story of a dangerous love that grew as a city fought for its 
freedom. Of the last stolen hours before the first light of liberation. And 
of a betrayal so deep that it would irrevocably change the course of two 
young lives life for ever.

Rights sold:
Finland (Sitruuna Kustannus Oy)
France (City Editions)
Germany (Bastei Lübbe)
Hungary (Central Kiadói Csoport)
Italy (Garzanti)

Lithuania (Tyto alba)
Netherlands (Meulenhoff)
Norway (Vigmostad & Bjørke)
Poland (Otwarte)
Portugal (Planeta de Livros)
Romania (Grup Media Litera)

Russia (St Licence Agency)
Spain (SUMA) 
US (Grand Central)

Rights sold:
Russia (Exem Licence)
Spain (Urano)



Corelist

63

Persians
Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones

April 2022

Editor: Alex Clarke

Rights sold:
Brazil (Planeta do Brasil)
China (Ginkgo)
Italy (Giulio Einaudi)
Netherlands (Park)
Poland (Rebis)
Portugal (Edições Saída de 
Emergência)
Romania (Editura Trei)
Russia (Exem Licence)
Spain (Atico de los Libros)
US (Basic Books)

Extent: 448

Wildfire

About the author:
Born in Cefn Cribwr, Wales, Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones is Professor of Ancient 
History at Cardiff University and Director of the Ancient Iran Program for 
the British Institute of Persian Studies.    

He has previously taught at Edinburgh University, where he was Professor 
of Ancient Iranian and Greek History. He has spent extensive time in Iran, 
and is a specialist in the histories and cultures of Persia, the Near East, and 
Greece.

He has also appeared on the BBC, Channel 4, in The Times and other media 
outlets. His previous books include King and Court in Ancient Persia, Ctesias’ 
History of Persia, The Culture of Animals in Antiquity, and Designs on the Past: 
How Hollywood Created the Ancient World.

A definitive new history of the Persian Empire, the world’s first 
superpower.

The Great Kings of Persia ruled over the largest Empire of antiquity, 
stretching from Libya to the Steppes of Asia, and from Ethiopia to Pakistan. 
At the heart of the Empire was the fabled palace-city of Persepolis where 
the Achaemenid monarchs held court in unparalleled grandeur. From 
here, Cyrus the Great, Darius, Xerxes, and their heirs passed laws, raised 
armies, and governed their multicultural Empire of enormous diversity.

The Achaemenids, however, were one of the great dysfunctional families 
of history. Brothers fought brothers for power, wives and concubines 
plotted to promote their sons to the throne, and eunuchs and courtiers 
vied for influence and prestige.
 
Our understanding of the Persian Empire has traditionally come from 
the histories of Greek writers such as Herodotus - and as such, over many 
centuries, our perspective has been skewed by ancient political and 
cultural agendas. Professor Llewellyn-Jones, however, calls upon original 
Achaemenid sources, including inscriptions, art, and recent archaeological 
discoveries in Iran, to create an authentic  ‘Persian Version’ of this 
remarkable first great empire of antiquity - the Age of the Great Kings.




