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Literary

GOOD INTENTIONS

Kasim Ali

A dazzling, urgent and captivating debut deftly
exploring millennial relationships and complexities
of immigrant obligation and racial prejudice.
As Nur’s family count down to midnight on New Year’s Eve,
Nur is watching the clock more closely than most: he has
made a pact with himself, and with his girlfriend, Yasmina,
that he will finally tell his parents that he is dating. But Nur
is not just dating, he has been in a relationship for four
years and is living with a woman he loves deeply, but
cannot be honest about: a Black woman.
Nur wants to be a good son to his parents and a good
boyfriend to Yasmina. He wants the best for his family, but
also the best for his future. Nur has kept Yasmina a secret,
putting growing strain on his first serious relationship,
because despite his parents being relatively liberal he
doesn’t want to upset them with his choices. But is love
really a choice for a second-generation immigrant like him,
and how does Nur decide where his loyalties lie?

Agent Juliet Pickering
UKexCan 4th Estate Spring 2022 (at
auction)
UKexCan audio 4th Estate Spring
2022
US+Can Henry Holt Spring 2022 (preempt)
US+Can audio Henry Holt Spring
2022

GOOD INTENTIONS follows Nur over the course of four
years, as he leaves home, falls in love, moves on from
university and sets up home with Yasmina, while struggling
with the pressure his decisions wreak on his mental health.
It’s a fresh take on millennial relationships as told in
NORMAL PEOPLE, and on immigrant obligation, as explored
in THE NAMESAKE.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kasim is an Assistant Editor at Penguin Random House. He
was longlisted for the 4th Estate B4ME Short Story Prize and
shortlisted for Hachette's Mo Siewcherran Prize. He has had
a short story published in The Good Journal, and is
currently writing his second novel.

Russia Eksmo 2022
122,000 words
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HIGH-CONCEPT LITERARY

THE HIERARCHIES

Ros Anderson

A startling, moving and unforgettable literary debut
‘A quiet triumph…Anderson’s prose — Sylv.ie’s voice —
offers a beautiful combination of naivete and wisdom, full
of nonhuman puzzlements, off-kilter observations and
limpid poetry.’ — Paul Di Filippo, Washington Post
‘Fascinating…Anderson gracefully executes the process of
Sylv.ie’s self-discovery, making her feel real and deeply
sympathetic…Readers will be drawn in by Sylv.ie’s
emotional story.’ — Publishers Weekly
Your Husband is the reason for your existence. You are here
to serve him. You must not harm your Husband. Nor may
you harm any human.
Sylv.ie is a synthetic woman, designed to cater to her
Husband’s every whim. She lives alone on the top floor of
his luxurious home, her existence barely tolerated by his
human wife and concealed from their child. Between her
Husband’s visits, feeling deeply curious about the world
beyond her room, Sylv.ie watches the family in the garden
— observing them laugh, cry, and argue. Longing to
experience more of life, she confides her hopes and fears
only to her diary. But are such thoughts allowed? And if not,
what might the punishment be?

Agent Samuel Hodder
US+Can Dutton August 2020
UKexCan Dead Ink June 2021
UKexCan audio Bolinda June 2021
Film/TV Under offer at auction
84,000 words

Set in a recognizable near future and laced with dark, sly
humour, Ros Anderson’s deeply observant debut novel is
less about the fear of new technology than about humans’
age-old talent for exploitation. In a world where there are
now two classes of women — “born” and “created” — the
friction between them may have far-reaching consequences
no one could have predicted.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Ros Anderson trained as a dancer but now works as a
copywriter and design journalist, including a regular column
in The Guardian Weekend and features in The Independent.
She lives in the UK. THE HIERARCHIES is her debut novel.
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WOMEN’S FICTION

A SKY FULL OF STARS

Dani Atkins

He'd have done everything differently, if he'd
known. He'd have held her tighter, kissed her
longer. He'd have refused to let her go.
When Lisa married Alex, she gave his life meaning. She was
a professional astronomer: a stargazer. And when she gazed
at Alex, she saw that behind his tough exterior was a man
she could love.

Alex, Lisa and their young son Connor made a happy little
universe. But then Lisa dies in a train crash, and their
universe is destroyed. Alex is shattered by loss, and
overwhelmed by the difficulties of being a single father to a
six-year-old boy. How can he and Connor carry on without
Lisa lighting up their lives?
Then Alex meets four strangers. Two men and two women,
who never met Lisa, but whose lives changed profoundly
because she died. As Alex hears their stories, he begins to
realise the world may not be as cruel and senseless as it
seems. Perhaps, after all, the future is written in the
stars...

Agent Kate Burke
UKexCan HB Head of Zeus Mar 2021
UKexCan PB Head of Zeus
UKexCan audio Head of Zeus
US Bookouture
US audio Dreamscape
Germany Droemer
Option publishers
Estonia Ersen
Holland De Fontein
Portugal ASA Editores

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Dani Atkins was born in London, and grew up in Cockfosters,
Hertfordshire. She now lives in a 350-year-old cottage with
her husband, one Siamese cat and a very soppy Border
Collie.
Dani has been writing for fun all her life but, following the
2013 publication of her novel FRACTURED (Head of Zeus),
made writing her full-time career. FRACTURED has since
been published in sixteen languages and has sold more than
half a million copies since first publication in the UK.
Dani is the author of four other bestselling novels (THE
STORY OF US, OUR SONG, THIS LOVE and WHILE YOU WERE
SLEEPING) and PERFECT STRANGERS, a standalone eBook
novella. In 2018, THIS LOVE won the Romantic Novel of the
Year Award at the RNA awards in London.

464 pages
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LITERARY

OXBLOOD

Tom Benn
The story of a dark criminal underworld explored
through the lives of three women
‘An extraordinary book that delivers constantly at the level
of the line. It's full of miraculous phrasing and detail,
brilliant dialogue, and satisfying clicks as the structure locks
into place… A fully-rewarding literary experience.’ —
Andrew Cowan, author of PIG and YOUR FAULT
OXBLOOD is the story of three seething and forgotten
mothers — a teen mother, a grandmother, and a greatgrandmother, living together in a house in mid-1980s’
Wythenshawe, England. Each must contend with the ruinous
disappointments of their men. The family’s dead patriarchs
once ruled Manchester’s underworld; now their house
harbours an unregistered baby, and is haunted by a ghost of
a murdered man — still an otherworldly lover to one
of these women.
Nedra must contend with her husband’s true legacy as a
monster whom she no longer needs to deify in order to live.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UK rights and audio under offer
76,000 words

PRAISE FOR TOM BENN
‘A sharply observant writer with a great
eye for detail.’ — Laura Wilson, The
Guardian
‘Good story, superior characterisation,
convincingly bleak atmosphere.’ —
Marcel Berlins, The Times
‘So good, I almost forgot to breathe.’ —
Tom Adair, The Scotsman

Carol is visited by both the welcome, intimate ghost of her
lover, and by Mac, an ageing criminal enforcer, who may
just offer her a real and possible future.
Jan meanwhile receives a visit from her brother Kelly, fresh
from prison — and soon becomes the only one who can
break the cycle of crime and violence, when her dead
father’s shady associate tries to draw Kelly into his world.
OXBLOOD is the story of three people who have given up on
the present, since the present has given up on them. It is a
novel of secrets and denial, revealing how these women’s
identities and ambitions have been predetermined by
society, and asking how, perhaps, they might free
themselves from the prison of the past.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Tom Benn is an author, screenwriter and lecturer from
Stockport, England. His first novel, THE DOLL PRINCESS, was
shortlisted for the Dylan Thomas Prize and the Portico
Prize, longlisted for the CWA’s John Creasey Dagger, and
was The Daily Mirror's Book of the Week. His other novels
are CHAMBER MUSIC (Cape) and TROUBLE MAN (Cape).
He won runner-up prize in the 2019 International Desperate
Literature Prize for Short Fiction. His creative nonfiction
has appeared in The Paris Review Daily and he won the
BFI’s iWrite scheme for emerging screenwriters. His first
film Real Gods Require Blood premiered in competition at
the Cannes Film Festival, and was nominated for Best Short
Film at the BFI London Film Festival.
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CONTEMPORARY

HOPE AND GLORY

Jendella Benson

A rich, heart-warming story of loss, love and family
chaos, marking an exciting new voice in fiction
Glory Akíndélé arrives back in Peckham from her seeminglyglamorous life in LA to mourn the sudden death of her
father, and finds her previously-close family has fallen apart
in her absence.
Her brother, Victor, has been jailed, and is not speaking to
her because she didn’t come home for his trial; her sister,
Faith, appears to have lost her independence and ambition,
and is instead channelling her energies into holding together
a perfect suburban family; and their mother, Celeste, is
headed towards a breakdown after the death of her
husband and the shame of her son’s incarceration.
Glory is completely thrown by the disarray of the Akíndélés,
and rather than returning to America she decides to stay
and try to bring them all together again — along with
working out who she is and what she wants, and starting a
new relationship with the elusive Julian. However, when
she unearths a huge family secret, Glory risks losing
everyone she truly cares about in her pursuit of the truth.

Agent Juliet Pickering
UKexCan Trapeze Spring 2022 (at
auction)
UKexCan audio Trapeze 2022
US+Can William Morrow Spring 2022
(pre-empt)
US+Can audio William Morrow
Spring 2022

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jendella is a popular writer and editor for Black Ballad, and
her work has appeared in The Guardian, BuzzFeed, MTV
News UK, The Metro, The Huffington Post, and on
MumsNet, amongst many others. She contributed a piece to
LOUD BLACK GIRLS (4th Estate) and her short story,
‘Kindling’, was published in THE BOOK OF BIRMINGHAM.
Jendella originated, crowd-funded and published a book of
photography and interviews, YOUNG MOTHERHOOD, in 2016.
She is a TEDx speaker and has also appeared on Woman’s
Hour, BBC World Service, London Live and OH TV.

Film/TV under option

80,000 words
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LITERARY

CASE STUDY

Graeme Macrae Burnet
A woman investigates her sister’s suicide and the
potentially deadly persuasive power of a
psychotherapist, in this intriguing novel by the
Booker-shortlisted author
CASE STUDY opens with the author receiving a series of
notebooks containing the story of a woman convinced her
sister Veronica was persuaded by her psychotherapist, A.
Collins Braithwaite, to kill herself. And so an intriguing
game of cat-and-mouse between therapist and patient,
between narrator and reader, even author and reader,
begins.
1960s London. The unnamed narrator decides to meet
Braithwaite, and try to ascertain whether he did in fact
cause Veronica’s death. She assumes the name of Rebecca
Smyth and begins visiting the therapist. Braithwaite is a
domineering and powerful individual, probing ‘Rebecca’
with blunt and unorthodox questions, in a series of
increasingly tense therapy sessions. Was he really
responsible for her sister’s death?

Agent Isobel Dixon
UKexCan, exANZ Saraband 2021
ANZ Text 2021
UKexCan audio Bolinda 2021
US+Can audio offering
Option publishers
Brazil Todavia Livros | China
Modern Press | Estonia Varrak
France Sonatine | Germany Europa
Verlag | Greece Metaixmio | Italy
Neri Pozza | Korea Open Books
Norway Forlaget Press| Poland
Stara Szkola | Romania Editura Art
Russia Eksmo | Spain Impedimenta
Sweden Nona | Turkey Monokl
87,000 words

As the sessions continue, the narrator and her ‘Rebecca’
persona begin to separate, and her grip on reality slips.
Braithwaite knows she is not who she says she is. But does
she know anymore?
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Graeme Macrae Burnet was brought up Kilmarnock, Ayrshire
and now lives in Glasgow. He has also lived in the Czech
Republic, France, Portugal and London and has appeared at
festivals and events all over the world.
His first novel, THE DISAPPEARANCE OF ADÈLE BEDEAU
(Saraband, 2014), received a New Writer’s Award from the
Scottish Book Trust and was longlisted for the Waverton
Good Read Award. A second Inspector Gorski novel, THE
ACCIDENT ON THE A35, was published in 2017.

HIS BLOODY PROJECT (Saraband, 2015) won the Saltire
Society Fiction Book of the Year Award, and was shortlisted
for the Man Booker Prize and the LA Times Book Awards. It
has been published to great acclaim around the world.
‘Extravagantly talented.’ — Mark Lawson, The Guardian
‘Maddeningly brilliant.’ — Sydney Morning Herald
‘A writer of great skill and authority.’ — Financial Times
‘Gripping and intelligent.’ — Philip Pullman, The Guardian
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LITERARY

TIEPOLO BLUE

James Cahill
Celebrated art historian Donald Lamb embarks upon
an exhilarating journey of self-discovery, but his
own character flaws and the manipulations of others
lead to a devastating fall from grace
When a disturbing work of contemporary art appears on the
lawn of his Cambridge college, Don’s hostility becomes an
obsession, sparing a crisis which ends his academic career.
His old friend and mentor, Val, eases him into a new life,
offering Don the Directorship of a gallery in south London,
and the use of his house in Dulwich Village, where he is
watched over by Ina, Val’s housekeeper.
Away from Cambridge, Don begins to embrace life — and
love — in ways he has never contemplated. An intense
friendship with Ben, an enigmatic young artist, introduces
him to the heady contemporary art scene of 1990s London.
But a series of misjudgments and embarrassments
endangers his role at the gallery. As his standing falters
once more, Don is forced to reconsider his old friend Val —
what has Don forgotten? What has he failed to see? When
Ben disappears, Don begins to unravel, beginning an odyssey
around London that brings both scandal and liberation.

Agent Samuel Hodder
UKexCan on submission Sept 2020
106,000 words

TIEPOLO BLUE is a wonderfully allusive novel with art at its
heart, shaping its remarkably vivid visual sensibility and
illustrating Don’s changing psyche as he opens up to new
way of seeing the world. TIEPOLO BLUE is also intrinsically a
a London novel, set during a vibrant period in the city’s
cultural history and full of darkly humorous social
observation. Readers of Alan Hollinghurst’s and Andre
Aciman’s novels, and Javier Marias’s ALL SOULS, will enjoy
TIEPOLO BLUE, as well as those who love Christopher
Isherwood’s A SINGLE MAN, including Tom Ford’s film
adaptation.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
James Cahill’s work has combined academia with a role at a
leading contemporary art gallery. He is currently a Fellow
at King’s College London. His writing has been published in
the TLS, the Los Angeles Review of Books, the London
Review of Books, and The Burlington Magazine, among
other publications. James was the lead author of FLYING
TOO CLOSE TO THE SUN (Phaidon, 2018) a non-fiction
survey of classical myth in art from antiquity to the present
day. TIEPOLO BLUE is his first novel.
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LITERARY

THE SWALLOWED MAN

Edward Carey

A novel of marvels: a loving re-telling of the
Pinocchio story, told in the voice of Gepetto,
swallowed by a shark
‘Strange, moving and musical, it’s a delight.’ — A.L.
Kennedy
‘Profound and delightful, a strange and tender parable of
two maddening obsessions; parenting and art-making.’ —
Max Porter
I am writing this account, in another man’s book, by
candlelight, inside the belly of a fish. I have been eaten…
So begins this haunting reimagining of the years endured by
Pinocchio’s father, trapped within the belly of the shark. In
absolute isolation, with no possibility of escape, Gepetto’s
account of man in extremis becomes the perfect vessel for
something rich, strange, and quintessentially human.
With unrivalled verbal ingenuity, dark imaginings and a
huge capacity for wonder, Carey transmutes his fantastical
source material into something entirely his own. THE
SWALLOWED MAN is a moving and entirely original novel
about art, fatherhood, obsession, transgression, and hope.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UKexCan Gallic Books Nov 2020
UKexCan audio WF Howes Nov 2020
US+Can Riverhead Jan 2021
US+Can audio Riverhead Jan 2021
Italy La Nave di Teseo (as FISH
HOUSE)
Russia Eksmo

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Acclaimed artist-novelist whose debut OBSERVATORY
MANSIONS was sold in 15 languages and was described by
John Fowles as ‘proving the potential brilliance of the novel
form’. Born in England, he teaches at the University of
Austin, Texas. Edward is currently working on his next
novel, EDITH HOLLER (US: Riverhead; UK option: Gallic
Books). In Japan, Sogensha have signed a short story
collection of Edward’s work.

Option publishers
Brazil Darkside Books | Bulgaria
Lettera | Czech Republic Argo
France Cherche-Midi | Germany
Beck | Holland Ambo Anthos
Hungary Europa | Iraq AlMada
Japan Sogensha Korea Arcade
Publishing | Lithuania Alma Littera
Poland Prószyński | Romania RAO
Spain Blackie Books | Sweden
Sekwa | Turkey Ithaki
160 pages
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THRILLER

HINTON HOLLOW DEATH TRIP

Will Carver

Five days in the history of a small rural town, visited
and infected by darkness, are recounted by Evil
itself in this stunning high-concept thriller
‘Possibly the most interesting and original writer in crimefiction.’ — Luca Veste
It’s a small story. A small town with small lives that you
would never have heard about if none of this had happened.

Hinton Hollow. Population 5,120.
Little Henry Wallace was eight years old and one hundred
miles from home before anyone talked to him. His mother
placed him on a train with a label around his neck, asking
for him to be kept safe for a week, kept away from Hinton
Hollow. Because something was coming.
Narrated by Evil itself, HINTON HOLLOW DEATH TRIP
recounts five days in the history of this small rural town,
when darkness paid a visit and infected its residents. A visit
that made them act in unnatural ways. Prodding at their
insecurities. Nudging at their secrets and desires. Coaxing
out the malevolence suppressed within them. Showing their
true selves.

Agent Kate Burke
WEL Orenda Aug 2020
WEL audio Bolinda Aug 2020
Option publishers
Croatia Leo Commerce
Czech Republic Alpress
Mexico Planeta Mexico (world
Spanish)

Making them cheat.
Making them steal.
Making them kill.
Detective Sergeant Pace had returned to his childhood
home. To escape the things he had done in the city. To go
back to something simple. But he was not alone. Evil had a
plan.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Will Carver is the author of the acclaimed January David
series (UK: Arrow), and was featured in the Mammoth Book
of Best British Crime 11 alongside Lee Child, Simon
Kernick and Val McDermid.
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HISTORICAL

A MARRIAGE OF LIONS

Elizabeth Chadwick

An auspicious match. An invitation to war.
England, 1238.
Raised at the court of King Henry III as a chamber lady to
the queen, young Joanna of Swanscombe’s life changes
forever when she comes into an inheritance far above all
expectations, including her own.
Now a wealthy heiress, Joanna's arranged marriage to the
King’s charming, tournament-loving half-brother William de
Valence immediately stokes the flames of political unrest as
more established courtiers object to the privileges
bestowed on newcomers.
As Joanna and William strive to build a life together,
England descends into a bitter civil war. In mortal danger,
William is forced to run for his life, and Joanna is left with
only her wit and courage to outfox their enemies and
prevent them from destroying her husband, her family, and
their fortunes.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UK+Can HB Sphere 2021
UK+Can PB Sphere 2021
UK+Can audio Sphere 2021

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
New York Times bestseller Elizabeth Chadwick won the RNA
Historical Novel of the Year Award in 2011. The Historical
Novel Society chose THE SCARLET LION as one of ‘Ten
Landmark Historical Novels of the Last Decade’ and THE
FALCONS OF MONTABARD was named as Romance Reviews
Today's Best Historical Fiction Book of the Year. Little,
Brown have sold more than 1 million copies of her work in
their English editions.

Option Publishers
Bulgaria Kalpazanov | Croatia
Znanje | Czech Republic Euromedia
France Bragelonne | Germany
Blanvalet | Italy TRE60 | Latvia
Kontinent | Poland Proszynski
Portugal TopSeller Spain Planeta
153,000 words
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THRILLER

THE LAST THING TO BURN

Will R. Dean

‘Misery meets Room ... a triumph’ — Marian Keyes
‘I lived every second with the characters. A masterpiece’ —
Jane Casey
‘Ratchets up the tension to the point where I had to check
my pulse’ — Liz Nugent
He is her husband. She is his captive.
Her husband calls her Jane. That is not her name.
She lives in a small farm cottage, surrounded by vast, open
fields. Everywhere she looks, there is space. But she is
trapped. No one knows how she got to the UK: no one
knows she is there. Visitors rarely come to the farm; if they
do, she is never seen.
Her husband records her every movement during the day. If
he doesn't like what he sees, she is punished.
For a long time, escape seemed impossible. But now,
something has changed. She has a reason to live and a
reason to fight. Now, she is watching him, and waiting ...

Agent Kate Burke
UKexCan HB Hodder & Stoughton
Jan 2021 (pre-empt)
UKexCan audio Hodder & Stoughton
Jan 2021
US+Can HB Simon & Schuster April
2021 (pre-empt)
US+Can audio Simon & Schuster
April 2021

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Will Dean grew up in the East Midlands, living in nine
different villages before the age of eighteen. After studying
law at the LSE, and working many varied jobs in London, he
settled in rural Sweden with his wife. He built a wooden
house in a boggy forest clearing and it's from this base that
he compulsively reads and writes.
Will’s novel RED SNOW won ‘Best Independent Voice’ in the
Amazon Publishing Readers’ Awards 2019, and was
longlisted for the Theakston Old Peculier Crime Novel of the
Year 2020.

Option publishers
China Yilin
Czech Republic Host
Holland AW Bruna
243 pages
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LITERARY

THE AMBASSADOR

Felice Fallon

Powerfully affecting tale of humans’ destruction of
nature, told by an extraordinary central character
‘An unusually powerful book — and a timely one too.’ —
Michael Palin
Einstein is a young silverback mountain gorilla with a
remarkable secret. He can sign. Kidnapped by poachers as
an infant, his family brutally murdered, he is sold first to a
circus, then a fairground, and, finally, to a zoo in a city
about to be torn apart by a violent and merciless civil war.
At the zoo he forms what is, at first, a reluctant friendship
with the zoo’s resident veterinarian, but which eventually
becomes one of mutual respect, trust and affection.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UKexCan HB Arrow 2021
UKexCan PB Arrow 2022
UKexCan audio Arrow 2021
83,000 words

When the civil war finally comes to an end, a new crisis
begins. The vet offers a solution, one that is not only
dangerous and, at first glance, brazenly ridiculous, but
unprecedented. Einstein is forced to make a decision that
will affect not only his immediate future but his long-term
survival, and in the process will change his life and that of
the veterinarian’s for ever.

Felice Fallon’s debut is a work of imaginative daring,
written with a direct simplicity, yet deep insight. The voice
of THE AMBASSADOR will linger long in the memory and the
heart.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Felice Fallon was born in Los Angeles and moved to Hawaii
at 18 before beginning a career in advertising, first in
Frankfurt, then in New York. She then moved to London,
where she wrote screenplays in collaboration with her
husband, a film director and completed a degree in politics,
history and philosophy at Birkbeck. This is her first novel.
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CONTEMPORARY

HOW TO BELONG

Sarah Franklin
Sarah Franklin returns with a compelling tale of lost
connection and finding a home, perfect for fans of
Tessa Hadley and Maggie O'Farrell
‘Compelled through circumstances to live together, these
two women face up to what it really means to live together
in a community and belong. This atmospheric read is simply
beautiful.’ — Woman and Home

‘A tender story about finding your place in the world, about
ordinary lives, belonging and being brave. The kind of book
that gives you hope and courage. I loved it.’ — Kit de Waal
‘Sarah Franklin is a breath of fresh air.’ — Clare Mackintosh
Jo grew up in a rural town, but she was always the one
destined to leave for a bigger, brighter future. When her
parents retire from their butcher's shop, she returns to her
beloved community to save the family legacy, hoping also
to save herself. But things are more complex than the rosetinted version of life which sustained Jo from afar.

Agent Juliet Pickering
UKexCan Zaffre Nov 2020
UKexCan audio Isis Publishing Nov
2020
368 pages

Tessa is a farrier, shoeing horses two miles and half a
generation away from Jo, further into the forest. Tessa's
experience of the community couldn't be more different.
She too has returned, in flight from a life she almost led,
nursing a secret and a past filled with guilt and shame.
Compelled through circumstance to live together, these two
women must confront their sense of identity and reconsider
the meaning of home.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Sarah Franklin grew up in rural Gloucestershire and has
lived in Austria, Germany, the USA and Ireland. She lectures
in publishing at Oxford Brookes University and has written
for the Guardian, Psychologies magazine, The Pool, the
Sunday Express and the Seattle Times. Sarah is the founder
and host of Short Stories Aloud, and a judge for the Costa
Short Story Award. Sarah lives in between London and
Oxford with her family.
Sarah’s acclaimed
published in 2017.
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first

novel

SHELTER

(Zaffre)

was

CRIME

ONE EYE OPEN

Paul Finch
First standalone with new UK publisher for Sunday
Times best-selling author
‘A born storyteller.’ — Peter James
‘A fast-paced, terrifying journey.’ — Rachel Abbott
A sports car has careened off a highway. The young couple
driving are both critically injured. There are no witnesses.
There is also no record of the car's existence. It's a chopshop special. Then there's the money they found all over
the crash site — over thirty grand in untraceable banknotes.
And the couple driving have no ID and still haven't woken
up.
First responder Lynda Hagen can't begin to prepare herself
for just how dangerous things are about to get.
When petty thieves steal from major criminals, there will
be violence. But when something as valuable as the 'Red
Book' is stolen and an underworld empire is stripped of its
greatest asset, seemingly unstoppable forces will be
unleashed.

Agent Kate Burke
WEL Orion Aug 2020
WEL audio Orion Aug 2020
Option Publishers
Croatia Znanje | Czech Domino
Germany Piper | Poland Albatros
Slovenia HKZ Založba | Turkey
Pegasus

Lynda must protect the two badly injured people, and at
the same time find whatever terrible secrets the mysterious
Red Book contains, as well as finding the book itself.
Because it's still missing, and The Corporation has charged
its deadliest killers with retrieving it.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
A former cop, journalist, and screenwriter, Paul’s Heck
series has sold over 750,000 copies worldwide.
STRANGERS, the first in Paul’s female-led Lucy Clayburn
series, was a Sunday Times bestseller.

448 pages
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THRILLER

THE ENGLISHMAN

David Gilman

A nail-biting international thriller with a powerful
new hero — ex-Legionnaire Raglan, the Englishman…
‘Incisive prose — and the pulse-pounding pace just never
lets up.’ — Peter May
‘Raglan is nicely complex: an action man with inner
depths…THE ENGLISHMAN is a cracking, finely crafted
thriller.’ — Adam LeBor, Financial Times
The Penal Colony No. 74, AKA White Eagle, lies some 600
kilometres north of Yekaterinburg in Russia’s Sverdlovskaya
Oblast. Imprisoning the country’s most brutal criminals, it is
a winter-ravaged hellhole of death and retribution. And
that’s exactly why the Englishman is there.
Six years ago, Dan Raglan was a soldier in the French
Foreign Legion engaged in a hard-fought war on the desert
border of Mali and Algeria. Amid black ops teams and
competing intelligence agencies, his strike squad was
compromised and Raglan himself severely injured.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UKexCan HB Head of Zeus Jul 2020
UKexCan PB Head of Zeus Feb 2021
UKexCan audio WF Howes Jul 2020
Bulgaria Delphin/BJS
Romania LEBĂDA NEAGRĂ
Film rights under negotiation
464 pages

His war was over, but the deadly aftermath of that day has
echoed around the world ever since: the assassination of
four Moscow CID officers; kidnap and murder on the
suburban streets of West London; the fatal compromise of a
long-running MI6 operation.
Raglan can’t avoid the shockwaves. This is personal. It is up
to him to finish it — and it ends in Russia’s most notorious
prison. But how do you break into a high security penal
colony in the middle of nowhere? More importantly, how do
you get out?
With THE ENGLISHMAN, and more to follow in the Raglan
series, Gilman raises the stakes for his readers worldwide. A
brilliant new direction for a writer who never disappoints.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
David Gilman was a soldier before becoming an awardwinning screenwriter. He also writes youth fiction (THE
DANGER ZONE trilogy and MONKEY & ME) and, in addition to
the bestselling MASTER OF WAR series starring stonemason
turned knight Thomas Blackstone (Book 7 to be delivered
this year), he is the author of the striking historical
standalones THE LAST HORSEMAN (UKexCan: Head of Zeus;
Germany: Rowohlt), shortlisted for the Wilbur Smith Prize
2017 and NIGHT FLIGHT TO PARIS, an exciting World War II
thriller, with the paperback a 2019 Bookseller Heatseeker.
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HISTORICAL

MASTER OF WAR SERIES

David Gilman

The MASTER OF WAR historical fiction series has sold
over 350,000 copies & made Der Spiegel’s Top Ten.
‘Packed full of intrigue, adventure and excitement…A
perfect read for fans of Bernard Cornwell.’ — Historical
Novel Review
‘The battle scenes are so realistic it is almost like timetravelling… Thomas is an incredibly appealing and
sympathetic character. And the level of suspense is
ratcheted up to a truly brutal level.’ — Sharon Kay Penman
‘Page-turning and gritty.’ — Daily Mail
MASTER OF WAR follows Thomas Blackstone, stonemason
and forced conscript in the Hundred Years’ War as he fights
his way from humble longbowman to Knight of the Realm.
It is not a smooth journey: it will see Blackstone broken,
betrayed and exiled; it will see his friends and family
hunted and murdered; he will clash with medieval Europe's
most infamous rulers and earn their undying enmity. Only
his skill at arms will keep him alive…

Agent Isobel Dixon
SHADOW OF THE HAWK
UKexCan HB Head of Zeus Feb 2021
UKexCan PB Head of Zeus
Option Publishers
Brazil Figurati | Czech Brana
Germany Rowohlt
Hungary IPC | Italy Longanesi
Russia Eksmo | Spain Edhasa
480 pages

Moving between England, France and Italy, the first seven
books in the series offer twists and turns, brilliant battle
scenes and a richly nuanced cast of characters, with
Blackstone’s courageous band of brothers always firmly at
the heart of it all.
Head of Zeus have published MASTER OF WAR, DEFIANT
UNTO DEATH, GATE OF THE DEAD, VIPER’S BLOOD,
SCOURGE OF WOLVES and CROSS OF FIRE, with the
seventh, SHADOW OF THE HAWK, to be published in
February 2021.
Book 4, VIPER’S BLOOD reached #6 on Der Spiegel list.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
David Gilman was a soldier before becoming an awardwinning screenwriter. He also writes youth fiction (THE
DANGER ZONE trilogy and MONKEY & ME) and, in addition to
the MASTER OF WAR series starring stonemason turned
knight Thomas Blackstone, he is the author of the striking
historical standalones THE LAST HORSEMAN (UKexCan:
Head of Zeus; Germany: Rowohlt), shortlisted for the Wilbur
Smith Prize 2017 and NIGHT FLIGHT TO PARIS, an exciting
World War II thriller, with the paperback a 2019 Bookseller
Heatseeker.
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CRIME

FIND THEM DEAD

Peter James
Another edge-of-your-seat, what-would-I-do crime
novel from master storyteller Peter James, as his
hero Roy Grace exposes a ruthless criminal network
Roy Grace gets a tip-off about a county lines drugs
mastermind operating out of Brighton. On his first day back
in Sussex, he is called to a seemingly senseless murder.
Separately, Meg Magellan finally has her life back together,
after the car crash that killed her husband and their son.
Her daughter, Laura, is on her gap year travelling in South
America and Meg misses her badly. Laura is all she has in
the world. Meg receives a summons for jury service. She’s
excited — it might distract her from worrying about Laura.
But when she is selected for the trial of a Brighton drugs
overlord, everything changes.
Grace’s investigation draws him into the sinister sphere of
influence of the drug dealer on trial. A man utterly ruthless
and evil.

Agent Isobel Dixon
WEL HB Macmillan July 2020
WEL PB Macmillan 2021
WEL audio Macmillan July 2020
Finland Minerva | Israel Kor’im
Option publishers
Bulgaria Bard | China Yilin Press
Croatia Opus Gradna | Czech Brana
France Fleuve Noir | Germany
Scherz | Greece Hartini Poli
Holland De Fontein | Hungary
General Press | | Italy Longanesi
Lithuania Jotema
Norway Vigmostad | Poland
Albatros | Portugal Clube do autor
Russia Eksmo | Serbia Evro Giunti
Sweden HarperCollins Nordic
Turkey Koridor
Peter James has been translated
into 37 languages
448 pages
TV (Roy Grace series) Second Act
Productions

Just a few days into jury service, Meg arrives home to find a
photograph of Laura, in Ecuador, lying on her kitchen table.
Then her phone rings. A sinister, threatening stranger is on
the line. He tells her that if she ever wants to see Laura
alive again, it is very simple. At the end of the trial, all she
has to do is make sure the jury says just two words… Not
guilty.
ALSO AVAILABLE
WISH YOU WERE DEAD (A Quick Reads Roy Grace Novella)
Roy Grace has booked a Chambre d’Hotel in France for a
holiday with his family — a remote, beautiful old chateau
run by an eccentric old French aristo and his wife. But when
they get there, all is not what it seems – and their
nightmare begins… WEL Macmillan 2021 | WEL audio
Macmillan 2021
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Winner: Prix POLAR International (2006); Le Prix Coeur Noir
(2007);
ITV3
Crime
Awards
‘People’s
Bestseller
Dagger’ (2011); Dr. Lector Award for Scariest Villain at
Theakstons Old Peculier Crime Festival (2015); ‘Best Crime
Writer of All Time’ as voted by readers on W.H. Smiths’
Blog. CWA Diamond Dagger 2016 for ‘Sustained Excellence’
and Specsavers Honorary Platinum Bestseller Award 2018.
Author of sixteen #1 bestsellers, both Roy Grace novels and
standalones (full list available), with 20 million copies of his
work sold worldwide and many books optioned for film and
TV. Several of his Roy Grace novels and THE HOUSE ON
COLD HILL have been adapted for the stage, with sell-out
tours around the UK. In September 2020 GRACE began
filming for its 2021 ITV release, starring John Simm as Roy
Grace.
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THRILLER

I FOLLOW YOU

Peter James
A supremely chilling standalone about twisted
obsession
Wealthy hot-shot obstetrician Marcus Valentine becomes
obsessed with personal trainer Georgie Maclean from the
moment he sees her. Georgie is the spitting image of a girl
he once loved, a girl who led him on, then dropped him,
back when he was an awkward teenager. He may now be
rich and a respected family man, but he’s never forgotten
that burning love, and hurt.
Marcus’s obsession turns into an all-consuming passion, and
he can’t believe his good fortune when Georgie arrives on
his doorstep – albeit on the arm of an acquaintance, a local
pilot and flight instructor. But he then realises to his dismay
that not only are Georgie and her pilot engaged, she’s
pregnant too. Soon, wrecking their happy union — or
perhaps rescuing her from a massive mistake — is all that he
can think about…
Luckily, it’s a close community, he can oh-so-conveniently
track her routes on her running app, and he has access to a
great deal more intimate information than she could ever
imagine. Knowledge is power—and timing is everything.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UK+Can Macmillan Oct 2020
UK+Can audio Macmillan Oct 2020
Option publishers
Bulgaria Pro Book | China Yilin Press
Croatia Fokus | Czech Brana
Finland Minerva | France Fleuve
Editions | Germany Scherz
Greece Hartini Poli | Holland De
Fontein | Hungary General Press
Israel Kor’im | Italy Longanesi
Lithuania Jotema | Norway
Vigmostad | Poland Albatros
Russia Eksmo | Serbia Laguna
Sweden Modernista | US audio
Audible

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Winner: Prix POLAR International (2006); Le Prix Coeur Noir
(2007);
ITV3
Crime
Awards
‘People’s
Bestseller
Dagger’ (2011); Dr. Lector Award for Scariest Villain at
Theakstons Old Peculier Crime Festival (2015); ‘Best Crime
Writer of All Time’ as voted by readers on W.H. Smiths’
Blog. CWA Diamond Dagger 2016 for ‘Sustained Excellence’
and Specsavers Honorary Platinum Bestseller Award 2018.
Author of sixteen #1 bestsellers, both Roy Grace novels and
standalones (full list available), with 20 million copies of his
work sold worldwide and many books including ABSOLUTE
PROOF optioned for film and TV. PERFECT PEOPLE was
shortlisted for the Wellcome Prize and has been optioned by
Radar Pictures.
Several of the Roy Grace novels and THE HOUSE ON COLD
HILL have been adapted for the stage, with sell-out tours
around the UK, and LOOKING GOOD DEAD set for a tour in
2021. In September 2020 GRACE began filming for its 2021
ITV release, starring John Simm as Roy Grace.

386 pages

20

WOMEN’S FICTION

IT MUST BE LOVE

Caroline Khoury
Poignant, bittersweet debut, set over fifteen years
and across five cities around the world, perfect for
fans of THE FLATSHARE and IN FIVE YEARS
When Abbie met Oz, they were young, idealistic students
from very different backgrounds but their mutual attraction
was undeniable. Then Oz went back to his life in Turkey,
time passed and life moved on.

As Abbie muddles her way through her twenties and early
thirties — with break-ups, career changes and many family
dramas along the way — she just can’t shake the feeling
that Oz could have been The One. But she moves on and
finds love again.
What Abbie doesn’t know is that Fate has always had a plan
for her and Oz, and their love story isn’t over yet...

Agent Kate Burke
UKexCan HB Arrow Spring 2022
UKexCan PB Arrow Spring 2022
UKexCan audio Arrow Spring 2022

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Caroline Khoury is half Lebanese, half Welsh, and moved to
the UK as a baby to escape civil war in Lebanon. Having
lived in Hong Kong, Tokyo and New Jersey, she recently
moved back to the UK. Her hobbies include travelling, art,
dancing, climbing mountains, collecting stationery, and
watching Turkish soap operas. Her writing was shortlisted in
the Trapeze/eHarmony love story competition 2018.

Germany Insel
Russia Eksmo
103,000 words
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MEMOIR

THE ELEMENTS

Kat Lister
A memoir of grief, loss and transformation
What does it mean to be widowed when you’re 35? And how
is it possible to untether and move forwards after great
loss, while still honouring the past — and making peace with
it?
In THE ELEMENTS, Kat Lister explores and documents four
elemental stages, or seasons, in her first year of grief: from
the raw abstraction of early mourning, into a period of
awkward transition and onwards to the promise of
transformation, rejuvenation and renewal.
THE ELEMENTS is a report from the depths of grief, written
in the first year of widowhood with a clear aim: to better
understand dispossession, to illustrate what dissociation
feels like, and to explore how bereavement can inhabit and
subvert you — both physically and psychically. But it also
opens out the investigation to reach out to experts in the
field, and meditates on the writings of fellow authors, and
takes the reader on a journey from Day of the Dead
celebrations in Mexico City, to the world’s leading trauma
centre in New York and even a taboo-busting funeral home
in Los Angeles.

Agent Juliet Pickering
UKexCan Icon Books Autumn 2021
UKexCan audio WF Howes Autumn
2021
Proposal available
Ms available Nov 2020

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kat Lister is a writer and editor based in London and has
worked in magazine media for over a decade. Beginning her
career as a music journalist she spent her early twenties on
the news desk at the legendary music newspaper, New
Musical Express (NME) — where she met her husband, Pat
Long.
She went on to specialise in women’s issues, writing widely
for publications including Vice, Guardian, The Daily
Telegraph, Marie Claire, Cosmopolitan, Vogue and
Refinery29, where she was appointed Contributing Editor.
In 2017, she joined the editorial team at women’s website
The Pool quickly becoming a freelance features and news
editor until its demise in 2019.
Since her husband’s death in 2018, she has focused on
investigating her experience of grief, writing widelycirculated essays and features for The Sunday Times
Magazine, Sunday Times Style and The Pool.
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LITERARY

WAYFARERS’ HYMNS

Zakes Mda

A vibrant new Mda novel about art, love and
outsiders — this iconic South African writer’s best
work yet
‘Mda writes from the inside with a rare combination of
passion and truth that will connect with readers
everywhere.’ — Booklist
Master storyteller Zakes Mda takes us from Lesotho’s
Mountain Kingdom to Joburg, the City of Gold, through the
fascinating history of Lesotho’s traditional and everevolving famo music and a cast of memorable characters.
We meet the boy-child minstrel kheleke and his surprising
sister Moliehi, but readers who know the Mda classic WAYS
OF DYING will relish also being reunited with Toloki, the
professional mourner, and his beloved Noria again. Though
each character is a joy to meet for the first time, and no
knowledge of Mda’s prior body of work is required.

Agent Isobel Dixon
On submission
Option publishers
South Africa PRH South Africa
70,000 words

Our minstrel hero is a wonderful, endearing character, an
innocent in a world of fierce musical rivalry. Still playing a
humble concertina in The Time of the Accordion, the boychild yearns to acquire his own accordion, and to win the
attention of his famo music heroes, and indeed the
admiration of all, with his musical prowess. But in heading
to the great city where fortunes are made and lost, he
becomes entangled in a darker world of organised crime and
vicious gangs, which coalesce — as they do in real life today
— round the warring famo music groups. Focused only on his
art, but drawn by his fierce ambition to be a legendary
musical creator and performer too, he is blind to the truths
of love that are right in front of him.
With the wandering boy-child’s own story interwoven with
the incredible yet true social history of the music, the Time
of the Concertina and the Accordion – and the wars of the
famo gangs, the battle for control of illegal mines, and
more, WAYFARERS’ HYMNS is a resonant, triumphant new
work. As Mda ends the novel, with his classic grace note:
The end is always a journey… And what a journey!
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Zakes Mda divides his time between South Africa and his
work as Professor of Creative Writing at Ohio University. He
has been the recipient of major awards including the
Hurston/Wright Legacy Award, the Sunday Times Fiction
Prize, the Commonwealth Writer’s Prize and South African
Silver Order of Ikhamanga for Excellence in Arts and
Culture. THE HEART OF REDNESS and WAYS OF DYING are
often cited as among South Africa’s Top Ten classics.
WAYS OF DYING is optioned for film to Jann Turner, and
THE WHALE CALLER was released in 2016. A hugely popular
social and political commentator, Mda has more than
125,000 Twitter followers.
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CRIME

DONKERDRIF

Deon Meyer

(English title TBC)

A stunning return for Deon Meyer’s beloved Benny
Griessel and Vaughn Cupido, demoted to ordinary
police ranks, but still a formidable duo
Another sure-fire international hit for South African crime
supremo Meyer.
Almost fired for their insubordination, Hawks detectives
Benny Griessel and Vaughn Cupido are given one last
chance, and a big demotion — to the Stellenbosch Detective
Branch. Where they are thrown into the thick of things right
away…
Sandra Steenberg is an estate agent, mother of twins,
married to aspiring author Josef. She is the sole
breadwinner, and times are tough in Stellenbosch. Until she
gets a call from Jasper, former CEO and perpetrator of the
biggest company fraud in South African business history.
The man who brought the Stellenbosch property market to
its knees. Boonstra wants to sell one of his extremely
expensive properties. It could mean the end of Sandra’s
desperate money woes, kept secret from her husband, but
should she even go near him…?

Agent Isobel Dixon
Afrikaans Human & Rousseau 2020
SA Jonathan Ball 2021
UKexCan HB 2022 (UK)
UKexCan PB Hodder 2023
UKexCan audio Hodder 2021 (SA),
2022 (UK)
US+Can Grove Atlantic 2022
US+Can audio Grove Atlantic 2022
Germany Aufbau
Holland AW Bruna
Option Publishers
Canada Anansi | Czech Republic
Moba | Estonia Varrak | France Gallimard | Greece Stereoma | Italy
Edizioni E/O | Spain Salamandra
Sweden Weyler Forlag

At the same time Benny and Vaughn are put onto
investigating a missing person case, because that’s the level
they get at their new station. The dockets nobody else
wants. A young student has disappeared without a trace
from his university residence. Benny and Vaughn make no
headway with the case at all. Until they find his body, and
his mobile phone. The case leads them where they don't
want to go — to the Armoury of the South African Police
Services, and much, much more trouble.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Deon Meyer’s books are sold in 23 countries, and have been
awarded many prizes around the world: the Deutsche Krimi
Prize in Germany, the ATKV Prize in South Africa, and Le
Grand Prix de Littérature Policière and Le Prix Mystère de la
Critique in France. COBRA was shortlisted for the 2015 CWA
International Dagger, THIRTEEN HOURS was shortlisted for
the 2010 CWA International Dagger, and HEART OF THE
HUNTER was longlisted for the 2005 IMPAC Prize.

122,000 words
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THRILLER

WHEN THEY FIND HER

Lia Middleton

A tragic death. A split-second decision. And a lie that
spirals out of control…
Combining the best elements of Clare Mackintosh (for
emotional pull), Gillian McAllister (for courtroom drama)
and Helen FitzGerald's THE CRY (for a poignantly realistic
portrayal of early motherhood), WHEN THEY FIND HER tells
the story of Naomi, a divorced mother who has lost custody
of her four-year-old daughter.
When she finally has Evelyn for an overnight stay, the night
ends in tragedy and Naomi makes a panicked decision to lie
about what happened.
WHEN THEY FIND HER is both a gripping thriller and a dark
yet moving exploration of motherhood.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Lia Middleton is a barrister who specialises in crime and
prison law, and lives with her husband and two young
children in Buckinghamshire. WHEN THEY FIND HER is her
first novel.

Agent Kate Burke

She is currently working on her second novel, a courtroom
thriller, which will also be published in the UK by Penguin.

UKexCan HB Penguin May 2021 (at
auction)
UKexCan PB Penguin Sept 2021 (at
auction)
UKexCan audio Penguin May 2021
US+Can audio Dreamscape 2021
Czech Republic Euromedia
Poland Proszynski
Slovakia Ikar
103,000 words
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SOCIAL HISTORY

GLOSSY: The Inside Story of Vogue

Nina–Sophia Miralles

Passion and power, dizzying fortune and out-of-thisworld fashion, ingenuity and opportunism, frivolity
and malice — this is the definitive story of Vogue
Vogue magazine started, like so many great things do, in
the spare room of someone's house. But unlike other such
makeshift projects that flare up then fizzle away,
Vogue burnt itself into our cultural consciousness.

Today, 125 years later, Vogue spans 22 countries, has an
international print readership upwards of 12 million and
nets over 67 million monthly online users. Uncontested
market leader for a century, it is one of the most
recognisable brands in the world and a multi-million dollar
money-making machine. It is not just a fashion magazine, it
is the establishment. But what, and more importantly who,
made Vogue such an enduring success?
GLOSSY will answer this question and more by tracing the
previously untold history of the magazine, from its
inception as a New York gossip rag, to the sleek, corporate
behemoth we know now. This will be a biography
of Vogue in every sense of the word, taking the reader
through three centuries, two world wars, plunging failures
and blinding successes, as it charts the story of the
magazine and those who ran it.

Agent Juliet Pickering
UKexCan Quercus Mar 2021
UKexCan audio Quercus Mar 2021
Ms available Nov 2020

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Nina-Sophia Miralles is an award-winning writer and editor
from London specialising in the arts, culture and lifestyle.
In 2015 she launched Londnr Magazine, a print and digital
publication, where she remains at the helm. Londnr’s
content is carefully curated discerning journalism covering
a breadth of topics in the capital with an emphasis on
supporting the creative industries.
In 2016, Nina-Sophia won The Hospital Club Top 100 ‘Rising
Star’ award which celebrates the most influential and
innovative people working across Britain’s creative
industries. In 2017 and 2018 she was shortlisted for the
Young Stationers’ Prize in the category ‘Publishing, Digital,
and Design’.
Nina-Sophia has also written for HARRODS Magazine across
six of their flagship titles, and contributes to The Paris
Review.
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WOMEN’S FICTION

CHRISTMAS WISHES

Sue Moorcroft

A sparkling Christmas
Times bestseller

read

from

the

Sunday

‘A delight to read. Full of laughter and tears.’ — Katie
Fforde
‘Must read!’ — Daily Express

Hannah and Nico are meant to be together.
But fate is keeping them apart…
As soon as Hannah bumps into her brother Rob’s best friend
Nico in Stockholm, the two rekindle a fast friendship. But
Hannah has a boyfriend — and Nico has two children to look
after.
When Hannah loses her beloved shop in Stockholm, though,
she is forced to move back to the little village of Middledip
— only to find Nico has just moved in too. Under the same
snowy sky, can the childhood friends make a romance work
— or are there too many obstacles standing in their way?

A heartwarming story of love, friendship, and Christmas
magic, perfect for fans of Trisha Ashley and Jill Mansell.

Agent Juliet Pickering
WEL Avon Oct 2020
WEL audio Avon Oct 2020
Germany Fischer
Option publishers
Bulgaria Ciela & Hermes | Czech
Republic Fortuna Libri | Denmark
Bazar | Holland Karakter | Italy
Newton Compton | Norway
Bladkompaniet | Serbia Evro Book
Slovakia Fortuna Libri

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Winner: Festival of Romance, Best Romantic Read Award
2011 Shortlisted: Festival of Romance, Fiction Novel of the
Year 2014
Shortlisted: RoNA Best Contemporary Novel 2018
Sunday Times Bestseller 2017
Sue Moorcroft is a Sunday Times bestselling author, an
international bestselling author and has held the #1 spot in
the UK Kindle chart. Her short stories, serials and columns
have appeared around the world.

Her last book, A SUMMER TO REMEMBER won the RNA
Contemporary Novel of the Year Award 2020.

373 pages
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WOMEN’S FICTION

THE WOMAN SHE WANTS TO BE

Sheila O’Flanagan

Just when you think you know who you are, life can
take you to surprising places
Delphine Martens has worked hard for her success and she
knows she’s got everything she wants. But not everyone in
her life agrees. Her opinionated family aren’t convinced
that living alone with no plans to ‘settle down’ could
possibly make her truly happy, and no one appreciates it
when she drops everything, day or night, whenever Conrad,
her boss, calls. Yet Delphine wouldn’t change a thing. And
when Conrad makes her a surprise offer, it’s clear that her
hard work is going to pay off.
But in the space of a few short days Delphine’s life is
unrecognisable. The man who once broke her heart has
suddenly reappeared, and a shocking tragedy turns her
world on its head.
In the aftermath, Delphine must rethink everything that
matters to her, and to those around her, and decide, once
and for all, if love, family and a little compromise should
come before career, security and independence… and if, in
fact, she’s prepared to make that choice.

Agent Isobel Dixon
WEL HB Headline 2021
WEL PB Headline
WEL audio Headline 2021
Option publishers
Croatia VBZ | Czech Republic
Euromedia | Estonia Varrak
Germany Insel | Hungary Alexandra
Italy Fanucci | Norway Panta Forlag
Russia AST | Sweden LB Forlag
Turkey Epsilon

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Sheila O’Flanagan is an ex-bond dealer and financial
journalist, now an international bestselling novelist, with
more than 7.5 million copies sold. Numerous novels have
been immediate and long-lasting No 1s in Ireland, UK Top 10
Sunday Times Bestsellers and Kindle Bestsellers, and she is
widely published around the world. She is the recipient of
the prestigious Irish Tatler Literary Woman of the Year
Award.
THE WOMEN WHO RAN AWAY is her latest Number 1
bestseller, with soaring sales in 2020 to match her perennial
favourite THE MISSING WIFE.

125,000 words

28

BUSINESS

SIDE HUSTLE: Everything You Need To Make It
Happen

Elizabeth Ogabi

Tips and advice for starting a business, from business
consultant and communications consultant Elizabeth
Ogabi
Who doesn’t dream of running their own business on the
side of their day job — but where to start?
In SIDE HUSTLE, Elizabeth Ogabi provides a energetic and
brilliant guide to building your business from the ground up:
this is a book packed with tips, advice from entrepreneurs,
and full of helpful resources.
From chapters on ‘What is your vision?’, to marketing,
branding and finance, SIDE HUSTLE provides all the
information you’ll need to make your business dream a
reality.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Elizabeth is a digital brand and communications consultant
who has worked across various industries and two
continents over the last 12 years. She is also a business
coach, speaker and enjoys delivering workshops that will
advance women forward in their personal and professional
lives.

Agent Juliet Pickering
UKexCan HarperCollins Spring 2021
UKexCan audio HarperCollins Spring
2021
40,000 words
Ms available Dec 2020

She actively focuses on supporting women in business which
has led her to found the platform, For Working Ladies, a
feminist digital media company, providing resources, digital
content and coaching for entrepreneurial thinking women.
She has been recognised for her work by Forbes, The Dots
and other notable publications.
She is the host of How I Made It Happen, a podcast focused
on giving you the advice from women in business.
In 2019, she was named by The Dots UK as one of 100
women redefining the creative industry on International
Women’s Day and named UK Ambassador of Women's
Entrepreneurship Day established by the UN.
She is British-Nigerian and currently resides in London with
her husband.
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LITERARY

MONA

Georgina Parfitt
A compelling high-concept literary debut
Written in spare but sophisticated prose, readers will be
spell-bound by MONA’s powerful writing and struck by the
emotional resonance of the novel’s themes, which will
appeal to readers who loved Ottessa Moshfegh’s MY YEAR
OF REST AND RELAXATION and Leila Slimani’s ADELE.
MONA follows a group of women as they explore their
relationship with desirability and seek to gain control over
their identities. In a Boston department store a new
cosmeceutical skincare range is unveiled. MONA looks like
ordinary makeup — blush, lipstick — but it is custom-made
for each user. It promises to perfect its wearers by
enhancing their ‘unique hormone profile’.
Shelly is feeling bruised and disoriented by a break-up with
her boyfriend P. She believes MONA could give her the
confidence — the wildness — to win P. back. But MONA is
addictive and its potent side effects are destabilising and
regressive, mimicking the emotional turbulence of
adolescence. By the time Shelly reunites with P., she is
losing her sense of self.

Agent Samuel Hodder
UKexCan on submission Sept 2020
72,000 words

At Therese Beverly, Shelly’s old girls’ school, four teenage
friends obtain their own batch of MONA. They experiment
together, using MONA to draw closer to each other as their
graduation approaches. As they reveal intimacies, Mally, a
student in the year below, secretly observes them. Mally
has fallen hard for one of the group and is questioning her
identity. When they discover her eavesdropping, they seek
to secure her silence with an invitation. But by graduation
day — and as a fraying Shelly visits the school for the
celebration — the group has fractured and one of the
friends is missing.
Interspersed between the narratives following Shelly and
Mally are vignettes featuring women across America,
building a kaleidoscopic portrait of the MONA phenomenon
and women’s responses to it.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Georgina Parfitt grew up in Norfolk but moved to the US
aged 19 to study English Literature at Harvard and then
teach Creative Writing at Boston University. She now lives
in London. Her stories and essays have been published in
The Atlantic, The Southampton Review, The Common, and
The Dublin Review, among other publications. MONA is her
debut novel.
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CRIME

THE APRIL DEAD

Alan Parks

A Harry McCoy Thriller #4

Harry McCoy is back! And Alan Parks gets better and
better — pitch-black and pitch-perfect Tartan Noir
‘Vivid and evocative. 1970s Glasgow hewn from flesh and
drawn in blood.’ — Peter May
‘Bloody and brilliant.’ — Louise Welsh
‘An old-school cop novel written with wit and economy…
Think McIlvanney or Get Carter.’ — Ian Rankin
When an American sailor from the Holy Loch Base goes
missing, Harry McCoy is determined to find him. But as he
investigates, a wave of bombings hits Glasgow — with the
threat of more to come. Soon McCoy realises that the sailor
may be part of a shadowy organisation committed to a very
different kind of Scotland. One they are prepared to kill
for.
Meanwhile Cooper, McCoy’s long-time criminal friend, is
released from jail and convinced he has a traitor in his
midst. As allies become enemies, Cooper has to fight for his
position and his life. He needs McCoy to do something for
him. Something illegal.

WEL Canongate Apr 2021
WEL audio Canongate Apr 2021

McCoy is running out of time to stop another bomb, save
himself from the corrupt forces who want to see him fail
and save the sailor from certain death. But McCoy discovers
a deeper, darker secret — the sailor is not the first young
man in the region to go missing in April…

Italy Bompiani

A novel to imbibe like a long pint of dark ale, or a peaty
whisky. Read one, and you’ll have to have more!

Agent Isobel Dixon

Option Publishers
France Editions Rivages| Germany
Heyne (Random House) | Spain
Tusquets| Spain (Catalan) La Galera
| Sweden Modernista
93,313 words

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Alan Parks was born in Scotland, and has spent most of his
working life in music. From cover artwork to videos and
photo sessions, he created ground-breaking campaigns for a
wide range of artists including New Order, The Streets,
Gnarls Barkley, and CeeLo Green. He was also MD of 679
Recordings.
Also in the Harry McCoy series:
BLOODY JANUARY
FEBRUARY’S SON
BOBBY MARCH WILL LIVE FOREVER
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THRILLER

SHIVER

Allie Reynolds
For fans of THE HUNTING PARTY by Lucy Foley and
FRIEND REQUEST by Laura Marshall (with a nod to AND
THEN THERE WERE NONE by Agatha Christie), SHIVER is a
locked-room thriller with a twist that will blow you away
‘An intriguing, intelligent, imaginative and immersive
thriller. I have run out of adjectives. This debut is going to
be huge.’ — Mari Hannah
‘SHIVER sent chills up my spine. Cancel all your plans
because once you pick up this page turner, you won't be
able to put it down until you've reached its shocking
conclusion!’ — Katherine St. John, author of THE LION’S
DEN
‘[A] cleverly plotted page-turner. Reynolds’ writing is so
atmospheric; I could feel the snow in my eyes, the wind on
my face! All hail the chiller thriller.’ — Stephanie Wrobel,
author of DARLING ROSE GOLD
When Milla is invited to a reunion in the French Alps resort
that saw the peak of her snowboarding career, she drops
everything to go. While she would rather forget the events
of that winter, the invitation comes from Curtis, the one
person she can't seem to let go.

Agent Kate Burke
UKexCan HB Headline Jan 2021 (at
auction)
UKexCan PB Headline
UKexCan audio Headline 2021
US+Can Putnam Jan 2021 (pre-empt)
US+Can audio Penguin Audio Jan 2021
Czech Republic Metafora (at
auction)| Finland Minerva | France
Calmann-Levy (pre-empt)
Germany HarperCollins (pre-empt)
Holland Ambo/Anthos | Hungary Alexandra | Italy Piemme (pre-empt) | Japan Hayawaka | Norway Cappelen
Damm | Poland Albatros (pre-empt) |
Portugal ASA Editores (at auction) | Romania RAO | Russia Eksmo | Serbia
Vulkan (at auction) Slovakia Ikar |
Spain Atico de los Libros

The five friends haven't seen each other for ten years, since
the disappearance of the beautiful and enigmatic Saskia.
But when an icebreaker game turns menacing, they realise
they don't know who has really gathered them there and
how far they will go to find the truth.
In a deserted lodge high up a mountain, the secrets of the
past are about to come to light.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Allie Reynolds was once a professional freestyle
snowboarder in the UK top ten. She spent five winters in
the mountains of France, Switzerland, Austria and Canada.
In 2003, she swapped her snowboard for a surfboard and
moved to the Gold Coast where she taught English as a
foreign language for fifteen years. Allie’s short fiction has
been published in women's magazines in the UK, Australia,
Sweden and South Africa.

TV rights Firebird Pictures
432 pages
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WOMEN’S FICTION

THE GUESTHOUSE AT LOBSTER BAY

Annie Robertson

A summery read, full of fun and romance, and the
perfect escape…
When Emma sees The Guesthouse at Lobster Bay for sale
online, she knows it is exactly the peaceful haven and fresh
start she needs to recover from a recent trauma, but from
the moment she picks up the keys Emma’s dream of owning
a successful guesthouse begins to unravel.
Emma has one month to get the handsome, terraced house
with stunning sea views in order before her first guests
arrive at the beginning of June, a task made all the harder
by the discovery that the previous owner has included her
elderly and enormous dog in the sale. And then there’s the
next-door neighbour, Aidan, the local lobsterman — selfassured and unwelcoming — who Emma is forced to turn to
for help in a crisis.
As Emma and Aidan work together to get the guesthouse
ready, they grow closer, but then Aidan is called away and
Emma has to carry on, alone. Over the course of the
summer Emma must navigate unforeseen dilemmas and new
friendships, and keep her business afloat. But as she falls in
love with Lobster Bay, is she also falling for Aidan?

Agent Juliet Pickering
UKexCan Welbeck Apr 2021
UKexCan audio Oakhill Apr 2021
Ms available Feb 2021
Translation rights to previous titles
sold in 8 languages

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Annie Robertson trained in London as a classical musician,
then worked as an assistant for an Oscar winner, an
acclaimed artist, a PR mogul and a Beatle. After several
years of running errands for the rich and famous, she went
to medical school where, hiding novels in anatomy
textbooks, she discovered her true passion for writing, and
went on to complete a Creative Writing MA with
distinction.
Annie’s books include MY MAMMA MIA SUMMER, IF HARRY
MET SALLY AGAIN, and FOUR WEDDINGS AND A FESTIVAL,
published by Orion in the UK.
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HISTORICAL

BALKAN GLORY

Julian Stockwin

A Thomas Kydd novel

Action-packed 23rd novel from the greatest living
writer of maritime fiction
‘BALKAN GLORY is an epic chapter in the splendid Kydd
canon, weaving knotty political gambits with stirring naval
actions, expressively re-creating the often harsh reality
Jack Tars witnessed within their wooden walls during the
Napoleonic Wars’ — Quarterdeck
1811. The Adriatic, the ‘French Lake’, is now the most
valuable territory Napoleon Bonaparte possesses. Captain
Sir Thomas Kydd finds his glorious return to England cut
short when the Admiralty summons him to lead a squadron
of frigates into these waters to cause havoc and distress to
the enemy.
Kydd is dubbed ‘The Sea Devil’ by Bonaparte who personally
appoints one of his favourites, Dubourdieu, along with a
fleet that greatly outweighs the British, to rid him of this
menace.

Agent Isobel Dixon
WEL Hodder Oct 2020
WEL audio Hodder Oct 2020
Option publishers
Czech Republic Brana
Germany dotbooks
432 pages

At the same time, Nicholas Renzi is sent to Austria on a
secret mission to sound out the devious arch-statesman,
Count Metternich. His meeting reveals a deadly plan by
Bonaparte that threatens the whole balance of power in
Europe. The only thing that can stop it is a decisive move at
sea and for this he must somehow cross the Alps to the
Adriatic to contact Kydd directly.
A climactic sea battle where the stakes could not be higher
is inevitable. Kydd faces Dubourdieu with impossible odds
stacked against him. Can he shatter Bonaparte's dreams of
breaking out of Europe and marching to the gates of India
and Asia?
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Julian Stockwin joined a tough sea-training school at 14,
followed by the Royal Navy, transferring to the Royal
Australian Navy when his family emigrated. He saw service
in the Far East, the Antarctic, South Seas and Vietnam, and
was on board Melbourne at the time of its disastrous peace
time collision with Voyager. He later worked for NATO on
the strategic deployment of merchant shipping. His work
has been shortlisted for the Mountbatten Maritime Literary
Award.
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CRIME

THE STANHOPE VENUS

Bridget Walsh

First in a series of richly engaging London-set
Victorian crime novels, by an exciting debut novelist
A mystery with depth, heart and humour, perfect for fans of
Sarah Waters, Elizabeth Macneal and Stacey Halls, and
introducing a wonderful sleuthing duo.
Late Victorian London, and the intrepid and outspoken
Minnie is scraping a living as a writer for the Variety Palace
Music Hall. Her world revolves around wilful monkeys,
incompetent mesmerists, and a boss who thinks he knows it
all. But everything changes when Minnie’s actress friend
Rose turns up dead.
The police dismiss it as a loose woman’s suicide, but Minnie
believes otherwise and joins forces with private detective
Albert Easterbrook — ‘The Champion of the Labouring
Classes’ — to uncover the truth.
The two quickly become close, but a secret from Minnie’s
past threatens any chance of a future together. And when
an intriguing item of jewellery — a ‘Stanhope’ — is found in
Rose’s belongings, linking her to a prospective MP who dies
shortly after, the lack of investigation smacks of a police
cover-up…

Agent Isobel Dixon
On UK & US submission
89,000 words

THE STANHOPE VENUS is the first in a series of enthralling,
historical crime novels featuring the detective skills of
Minnie Ward and Albert Easterbrook. Bridget will soon
complete the second book in the series THE INNOCENTS
and has mapped out plans for the following titles THE
SPIRIT GUIDES and THE TWIXTER as well.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Bridget Walsh lives in Norwich. She has a PhD in ‘Murder in
the Victorian Domestic Sphere’ and an MA in Creative
Writing from the University of East Anglia.
The manuscript of THE STANHOPE VENUS won the UEA
Little, Brown Award for Crime Fiction 2019.
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HISTORY

A HISTORY OF WATER

Edward Wilson-Lee

Fascinating buried history brought to life in a vivid,
intricately woven narrative history.
A murdered archivist. A poet laureate. An inquisition trial.
And a forgotten story of how Europe turned away from a
glorious Renaissance to an age of austere and unforgiving
empire.
A HISTORY OF WATER centres around the trial of Damião de
Gois, philosopher and guardamor (archivist) of the
Portuguese national records at the Torre do Tombo, and his
death shortly afterwards in mysterious circumstances. de
Gois had lived an extraordinary life before he shut himself
in the archives. And then, at the age of 45, he returned to
Lisbon and locked himself in the Torre do Tombo, the first
great national archive of Europe housed in a castle tower.
But this was where the adventures really began…
Running alongside de Gois’ story, is the story of a life of a
very different kind; Luís de Camoēs, a scoundrel, a brawler,
and an inveterate bankrupt, who became the Portuguese
national poet, publishing his epic account of the Portuguese
encounter with India in the same year that de Gois was
condemned by the Inquisition.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UKexCan HB HarperCollins
UKexCan PB HarperCollins
Italy Bollati Boringhieri
Spain Ariel
Option publishers
Bulgaria Colibri
China Guangxi Normal University
Press
France Editions Paulsen
Germany Btb
Japan Kashiwashobo
Romania ART
Saudi Arabia Madarek
77,000 words

A HISTORY OF WATER is a murder mystery, a trial narrative,
a history of the Portuguese voyages to the East; a catalogue
of de Gois’ wonderful ideas and a picaresque tale of
Camoes’ escapes; a tour through the parts of the early
modern world we rarely see — the Arctic Circle, the Ural
mountains, the Portuguese hinterlands, Madagascar, the
Deccan Plateau. But it is also a story about how — and why
— cultures turn away from the complexity of the world
towards monolithic narratives of national character,
religious purity, and historical destiny — why they chose
Camoes over de Gois. In charting this global struggle, THE
HISTORY OF WATER resurrects de Gois’ vision of history, as
a river whose currents endlessly arise and combine,
emerging and flowing together in a turbulent, sonorous,
powerful surge.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Edward Wilson-Lee is a Fellow in English at Sidney Sussex
College, Cambridge, where he teaches medieval and
Renaissance literature. After growing up in Kenya and
Switzerland, he went to university in London, New York,
Oxford and Cambridge, living briefly in Mexico and New
Orleans in between.
His debut SHAKESPEARE IN SWAHILILAND and subsequently
THE CATALOGUE OF SHIPWRECKED BOOKS were widely
acclaimed.
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SILENCE IS MY MOTHER TONGUE

Sulaiman Addonia

A searing novel of immigration, identity and desire
Longlisted for the Orwell Prize for Political Fiction 2019
‘Gripping and courageous’ — Guardian
In a time of war, what is the shape of love?

A young girl Saba arrives in an African refugee camp,
devastated at having had to abandon her books as her
family fled their home. In this crowded, oppressive and
often hostile place, she has to carve out her new existence,
always protecting her mute brother Hagos, as each sibling
resists the roles gender and society assign.
SILENCE IS MY MOTHER TONGUE is an exquisitely rendered
portrait of a courageous young woman coping with
judgement and sacrifice and the question of desire. With
the power of an insider’s view of the textures of life in a
refugee camp, it is a compelling story of exile and survival
and bears vivid testimony to the power of imagination when
the world about you is bleak and claustrophobic.

Agent Isobel Dixon
WEL The Indigo Press 2018
US Graywolf Press Sept 2020
WEL audio Dreamscape Sept 2020
Germany Orlanda Verlag
Italy Francesco Brioschi Editore
(at auction)
Option publisher
Russia Arkadia
288 pages

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Sulaiman Addonia is British, born in Eritrea to an Eritrean
mother and an Ethiopian father. He spent his early life in a
refugee camp in Sudan following the Om Hajar massacre in
1976, and in his early teens he lived and studied in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia. After learning English he came to London and
earned an MA in Development Studies from SOAS.
His debut novel, THE CONSEQUENCES OF LOVE (‘A dark
and evocative testament to desire in an inhumane state’ —
Independent), was shortlisted for the Commonwealth
Writers’ Prize and has been translated into more than 20
languages. He now lives in Brussels with his wife and
children, where he founded the Asmara-Addis Literary
Festival and writing academy for refugees. He also cofounded a writing/translation prize, with Specimen
Magazine, focusing on hybrid and collective writing about
Europe.
Sulaiman has written a number of striking essays for various
publications, including The New York Times, Granta and
BBC Radio 4. He is currently working on a narrative memoir,
WHEN VERLAINE PULLED THE TRIGGER IN A BRUSSELS
HOTEL, in which he is retracing journeys made by Verlaine
and Baudelaire, between London, Paris and Brussels, as he
examines questions of love, immigration, poetry and sexual
identity.
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SHORT STORIES

ALLIGATOR AND OTHER STORIES

Dima Alzayat

A luminous collection of stories about feeling
displaced — as a Syrian, as an Arab, as a woman, as
an ‘other’
‘I love the range of the stories here. The title story is
outstanding as is the opening story.’ — Roxane Gay
‘Originality is met by craft.’ — Anne Enright, Chair of the
Deborah Rogers Award 2018

‘Dima Alzayat proves herself an incredible literary
chameleon, writing across history, nationality, gender and
age with deep nuance and empathy. The range of voices
and perspectives rendered with such authenticity in this
collection is a major accomplishment. Together the stories
form a patchwork of loss and grief that are unsentimental
yet resonant.’ — Dana Czapnik, author of THE FALCONER

Agent Juliet Pickering
UKexCan Picador May 2020
US+Can Two Dollar Radio May 2020
WEL audio Tantor Media May 2020
173 pages
‘Alzayat’s slim, powerful debut
collection showcases the author’s deep
empathy and imagination in stories
about grief, assimilation, and trauma…
This intelligent collection is a force to
be reckoned with’ — Publishers
Weekly, Starred Review
‘Tremendously assured, wise-cracking
and elegiac, with a firm pulse on the
magical and mundane. I loved its hardedged lyricism and the tremendous empathetic range and distinctiveness of
vision… Will resonate with anyone who
has ever felt caught between cultures,
places and the interstices of memory
and the loaded everyday.' — Sharlene
Teo, author of PONTI

Dima Alzayat’s haunting, rich and tender ALLIGATOR AND
OTHER STORIES marks the arrival of a tremendously gifted
new talent, chronicling a sense of displacement through
everyday scenarios. There is the intern in pre-#MeToo
Hollywood of ‘Only Those Who Struggle Succeed’, the New
York City children on the lookout for a place to play on the
heels of Etan Patz’s kidnapping in ‘Disappearance’, and the
‘dangerous’ women of ‘The Daughters of Manāt’ who
struggle to assert their independence. Meanwhile a woman
performs burial rites for her brother in ‘Ghusl’ and a greataunt struggles to explain cultural identity to her niece in
‘Once We Were Syrians’.
The title story ‘Alligator’ is a masterpiece of historical
reconstruction and intergenerational trauma, told through
social media posts, newspaper clippings, and testimonials,
that starts with the true story of the lynching of a Syrian
immigrant couple by law officers in small-town Florida.
Placed in a wider context of US racial violence, the
extrajudicial deaths, and what happens to the couple’s
children and their children’s children in the years after,
‘Alligator’ challenges the demands of American assimilation
and its limits.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Dima Alzayat was born in Damascus, Syria, grew up in San
Jose, California, and now lives near Manchester. She was
the winner of a 2018 Northern Writers’ Award, the 2017
Bristol Short Story Prize and 2015 Bernice Slote Award,
runner-up in the 2018 Deborah Rogers Award and the 2018
Zoetrope: All-Story Competition, and was Highly
Commended in the 2013 Bridport Prize. She is a PhD student
and associate lecturer at Lancaster University.
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CRIME

DEATH ON THE LIMPOPO
A Tannie Maria Mystery #3

Sally Andrew

Tannie Maria, Ladismith’s famous crime fighter, is
back! And her delectable mystery series continues to
win hearts…
A Top 5 South African bestseller
#1 RECIPES FOR LOVE & MURDER was a Kirkus Best Book of
2015; a Wall Street Journal Best Mystery Book 2015; The
Bookseller Fiction Editor’s Choice 2015; Good Housekeeping
Book of the Month 2015; Oprah’s Bookclub ‘16 Books for
2016’; longlisted for Sunday Times Fiction Prize 2016
‘Delightful, tender and funny.’ — Kirkus Starred Review
‘A culinary and linguistic treat… with a pleasing bite.’ —
Cathy Rentzenbrink, The Bookseller Editor's Choice
Tannie Maria might be the Karoo’s favourite agony aunt, but
when it comes to matters of her own heart, she doesn’t
have all the answers. Why is she having trouble telling her
beau — the dashing Detective Henk Kannemeyer with the
chestnut moustache — that she loves him?

Agent Isobel Dixon
Southern Africa Umuzi (PRH) 2019
420 pages
#1 RECIPES FOR LOVE & MURDER
&
#2 THE SATANIC MECHANIC:
UKexCan, exSA Canongate 2016
UKexCan audio WF Howes 2017
ANZ Text 2016
Southern Africa Umuzi (PRH) 2016
US Ecco Press 2017
Canada HarperCollins 2017

There are other, more pressing problems too. A tall, dark
stranger has zoomed in on her Ducati motorbike: she is
Zabanguni Kani, a journalist renowned for her political
exposés, who, after receiving threats, must move in with
Tannie Maria for safety. Who could tell that a trip to the
country’s northern borders was on the cards? The journey
will plunge Maria and her friends into pools of danger, amid
possibly mythical creatures, crocodiles and murderers.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Sally Andrew divides her time between Cape Town and her
home in a nature reserve in the Klein Karoo, South Africa.
Now writing Tannie Maria Mystery #4, THE MILK TART
MURDER, to be published by Umuzi (PRH) in 2021.
International fans are already writing to ask when the next
book will be published!

France Flammarion | Germany Atrium
Holland Orlando Sweden Norstedts
Sweden audio Storytel | Turkey Ruhun
Gidasi
TV option BothWorlds
Option publishers
Bulgaria Sluntse | Catalan Ara Libres
Estonia Varrak
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WOMEN’S FICTION

A MILLION DREAMS

Dani Atkins

Emotional family drama for fans of Jojo Moyes and
Dorothy Koomson, from the best-selling author of
FRACTURED
‘Dani Atkins is the undisputed queen of fiction that packs a
huge emotional punch’ — Heat
‘With a heart-stopping premise, this beautiful story about
motherhood and a very modern dilemma had me gripped.’
— Catherine Isaac
Beth Brandon always dreamed of owning a flower shop, but
today the bouquets of peonies and bright spring flowers are
failing to calm her nerves. Years ago, Beth made a promise
to her husband and now it’s time to honour that promise,
and change her life forever…
Izzy Vaughan thought she and her husband would stay
together forever, but sometime last year, their love began
to fade. They both find such joy in their young son Noah –
but is he enough to keep them together?

Agent Kate Burke
UKexCan HB Head of Zeus Nov 2019
UKexCan PB Head of Zeus May 2020
UKexCan audio WF Howes Nov 2019
US+Can Bookouture Feb 2020
US+Can audio Dreamscape Feb 2020
Germany Droemer
Holland De Fontein
Option publishers
Brazil Sextante | Estonia Ersen
France City Editions | Hungary
Gabo | Korea Sallim | Lithuania
Jotema | Norway Aschehoug |
Poland Znak | Portugal ASA Editores
Russia AST | Serbia Vulkan |
Sweden Norstedts | Turkey Pena

Eight years ago, something happened to these two women.
Something that is about to bring them together in a way no
one thought possible...
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Dani Atkins was born in London, and grew up in Cockfosters,
Hertfordshire. She now lives in a 350-year-old cottage with
her husband, one Siamese cat and a very soppy Border
Collie.
Dani has been writing for fun all her life but, following the
2013 publication of her novel FRACTURED (Head of Zeus),
she has made writing her full-time career. FRACTURED has
since been published in sixteen languages and has sold more
than half a million copies since first publication in the UK.
Dani is the author of four other bestselling novels (THE
STORY OF US, OUR SONG, THIS LOVE and WHILE YOU WERE
SLEEPING) and PERFECT STRANGERS, a standalone eBook
novella. In 2018, THIS LOVE won the Romantic Novel of the
Year Award at the RNA awards in London.

464 pages
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CRIME

THE INSPECTOR BEESLAAR SERIES

Karin Brynard

Richly textured crime series featuring Inspector
Albertus Beeslaar — a Wallander for South Africa
‘Brooding. Riveting. Brilliant.’ — Deon Meyer
‘This arresting English-language debut from South African
crime author Brynard validates her reputation as “The
Afrikaans Stieg Larsson”.’ — Jane Murphy, Booklist

‘With an edgy understanding of the new South Africa and his
weary belief in proper police work, Beeslaar is all set to be
a long-haul hero.’ — Karen Robinson, Times Crime Club,
Star Pick
‘That rare crime fiction novel that transcends the genre…
Glorious, sensuous prose in a tremendous translation… Built
for a blockbuster miniseries. The best novel I've read all
year.’ — Rex Pickett, author of SIDEWAYS
‘An impressive debut novel. The picturesque backdrop, cast
of authentic characters, and knotty story line are more than
satisfying.’ — Publishers Weekly

Agent Isobel Dixon
#3 HOMELAND
Southern Africa Penguin 2018
Afrikaans Penguin 2016
Option publishers
WEL Europa | Germany Luebbe
Greece Metaixmo | Italy E/O
405 pages
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
An experienced political correspondent
before turning to writing, Karin Brynard
lives in Stellenbosch, South Africa.

#1. WEEPING WATERS (SA Penguin 2014; WEL Europa 2018)
SHORTLISTED: CWA International Dagger 2019
WINNER: M-Net Literature Award, Film Category 2010
LONGLISTED: Sunday Times Fiction Prize 2015, UJ Debut
Prize 2009
Beeslaar has abandoned city policing and a broken
relationship for a post on the edge of the Kalahari, where
he battles to train and connect with rookie cops Ghaap and
Pyl. When a woman & her child are murdered, he’s plunged
into the intrigue and tensions of the community, finding
violence knows no geographical or ethnic bounds — and that
he has a lot to learn from his young colleagues. 512pp.
#2. OUR FATHERS (SA Penguin 2016; WEL Europa 2019)
Beeslaar’s winelands holiday goes awry when he is
reluctantly drawn into the investigation of a brutal death,
as the formidable female Captain Vuyokazi Quebeka leads
the investigation into the murder of a millionaire’s wife. Far
north in Soweto, Ghaap finds himself thrown in the deep
end when a pregnant woman and her toddler are abducted.
To rescue her he must confront a man of indescribable evil
and find courage in the darkest of places. 504pp.
#3. HOMELAND (SA Penguin 2018; Afrikaans Penguin 2016)
Beeslaar is ready to resign and return to Joburg, where new
work, a baby daughter and chance to resolve things with
the mother, Gerda, await. But things do not go as planned
and he is drawn into burning issues around land rights, with
lives at stake. Another masterful multi-stranded crime
thriller from this prize-winning writer. 405pp.
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LITERARY

LITTLE

Edward Carey
A tour de force of art, revolution, love and memory
Shortlisted for the Chautauqua Prize. Longlisted for the
Walter Scott Prize, the Rathbones Folio Prize, the Royal
Society of Literature Ondaatje Prize, the Historical
Writers’ Association Gold Crown and the International
Dublin Literary Award 2019
‘One of the most original historical novels of the year. By
turns macabre, funny, touching and oddly life-affirming,
LITTLE is a remarkable achievement.’ — Nick Rennison, The
Sunday Times
‘Don’t miss this eccentric charmer.’ — @MargaretAtwood
The wry, macabre, unforgettable tale of an ambitious
orphan in Revolutionary Paris, befriended by royalty and
radicals, who transforms herself into the legendary Madame
Tussaud.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UKexCan Gallic Books 2018
UKexCan PB Gallic Books May 2019
UKexCan audio WF Howes 2019
US+Can HB Riverhead 2018
US+Can PB Riverhead 2019
US+Can audio Riverhead 2018
Arabic AlMada | Brazil Darkside
Books | Bulgaria Lettera | Czech
Republic Argo | France ChercheMidi | Germany Beck | Holland
Ambo Anthos Hungary Europa |
Italy La Nave di Teseo | Japan
Sogensha | Korea Arcade Publishing
| Lithuania Alma Littera | Poland
Prószyński | Romania RAO | Russia
Eksmo | Spain Blackie Books |
Sweden Sekwa | Turkey Ithaki

In 1761, a tiny, odd-looking girl named Marie is born in a
village in Switzerland. After the death of her parents, she is
apprenticed to an eccentric wax sculptor and whisked off to
the seamy streets of Paris, where they meet a domineering
widow and her pale, quiet son. Together, they convert an
abandoned monkey house into an exhibition hall for wax
heads, and the spectacle becomes a sensation. As word of
her artistic talent spreads, Marie is called to Versailles,
where she tutors a princess and saves Marie Antoinette in
childbirth. But outside the palace walls, Paris is in tumult:
The revolutionary mob is demanding heads, and at the wax
museum, heads are what they do…
A darkly endearing cavalcade of a novel, a story of art,
class, determination, and how we hold on to what we love.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Novelist, artist, playwright. His debut OBSERVATORY
MANSIONS (with his illustrations) was sold in 15 languages
and was described by John Fowles as ‘proving the potential
brilliance of the novel form’. Born in England, he teaches at
the University of Austin, Texas. See more about his new
novel, THE SWALLOWED MAN, on the separate page.

Film rights sold, details TBC
430 pages
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HISTORICAL

THE COMING OF THE WOLF

Elizabeth Chadwick

The long-awaited prequel to Elizabeth Chadwick's
bestselling and beloved first novel THE WILD HUNT
The Welsh Borders, 1069. When Ashdyke Manor is attacked,
Lady Christen is forced to witness her husband's murder and
the pillaging of her lands at the hands of brutal Norman
invaders.
It seems the pain is finally over when Miles Le Gallois, Lord
of Milnham-on-Wye, calls off the attack. But he has
Christen's brother under armed guard and a deal to offer:
her brother's freedom for her hand in marriage. Christen
finds herself hastily married into the enemy side, with her
brother swearing his vengeance on her new husband.
Miles and Christen's precarious union invites enemies from
all sides and when Miles is summoned for a lengthy
campaign by the King, Christen is left to watch his lands. In
the midst of war, two enemies must somehow learn to trust
one another if they are to survive…

Agent Isobel Dixon
UK+Can
UK+Can
UK+Can
UK+Can

HB Sphere Aug 2020
PB Sphere 2021
audio Sphere Aug 2020
library audio Isis 2020

Germany Blanvalet
Option Publishers
Bulgaria Kalpazanov | Croatia
Znanje | France Bragelonne | Italy
TRE60 | Latvia Kontinent
Portugal TopSeller | Spain Planeta

ALSO AVAILABLE: THE WILD HUNT
Elizabeth Chadwick’s first published novel, THE WILD HUNT
revisits characters from her newest novel, THE COMING OF
THE WOLF. In the wild, windswept Welsh marches a noble
young lord rides homewards, embittered, angry and in
danger. He is Guyon, lord of Ledworth, heir to threatened
lands, husband-to-be of Judith of Ravenstow. Their union
will save his lands — but they have yet to meet…
For this is Wales at the turn of the twelfth century.
Dynasties forge and fight, and behind the precarious throne
of William Rufus political intrigue is raging. Caught amidst
the violence are Judith and Guyon, bound together yet
poles apart. But when a dark secret from the past is
revealed and the full horror of war crashes over Guyon and
Judith, they are forced to face insurmountable odds.
Together...
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
New York Times bestseller Elizabeth Chadwick won the RNA
Historical Novel of the Year Award in 2011. The Historical
Novel Society chose THE SCARLET LION as one of ‘Ten
Landmark Historical Novels of the Last Decade’ and THE
FALCONS OF MONTABARD was named as Romance Reviews
Today's Best Historical Fiction Book of the Year. Little
Brown have sold more than 1 million copies of her work in
their English editions and her work is sold in 22 languages.
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BLACK RIVER

Will Dean

A Tuva Moodyson Mystery #3

An electrifying return for relentless reporter Tuva
Moodyson
‘Scandi noir meets Gormenghast. Just wonderful. Can’t get
enough of Tuva Moodyson.' — Mark Billingham
‘Makes the blood run even colder than DARK PINES: Will
Dean goes from strength to strength.’ — Erin Kelly

‘This is a crime novel of poise and polish, peopled with
utterly compelling characters. Claustrophobic, chilling and
as dark as liquorice. Brilliant.' — Fiona Cummins
‘Atmospheric, creepy and tense. Loved the Twin Peaks vibe.
Loved Tuva. More please!’ — C.J. Tudor
‘Memorably atmospheric, with a dogged and engaging
protagonist, this is a compelling start to what promises to
be an excellent series.’ — Marian Keyes on DARK PINES
Tuva’s been living clean in southern Sweden for four months
when she receives horrifying news. Her best friend Tammy
Yamnim has gone missing.

Agent Kate Burke
UK HB Oneworld Mar 2020
UK PB Oneworld May 2021
UK audio Audible Mar 2020
Option publishers
China Translations Magazine (Yilin)
Czech Republic Host
Germany Bastei Luebbe
Holland AW Bruna

TV option Lionsgate
384 pages

Racing back to Gavrik at the height of Midsommar, Tuva
fears for Tammy’s life. Who has taken her, and why? And
who is sabotaging the small-town search efforts?
Surrounded by dark pine forest, the sinister residents of
Snake River are suspicious of outsiders. Unfortunately, they
also hold all the answers. On the shortest night of the year,
Tuva must fight to save her friend. The only question is who
will be there to save Tuva?
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Will Dean grew up in the East Midlands, living in nine
different villages before the age of eighteen. After studying
law at the LSE, and working many varied jobs in London, he
settled in rural Sweden with his wife. He built a wooden
house in a boggy forest clearing and it's from this base that
he compulsively reads and writes.
Will’s previous novel RED SNOW won ‘Best Independent
Voice’ in the Amazon Publishing Readers’ Awards 2019
Currently writing Book 4 in the Tuva Moodyson series.
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HOLD

Michael Donkor
A spirited debut exploring friendship, identity and
sacrifice, from one of the Observer New Faces of
Fiction
Shortlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize 2019
Longlisted for the Dylan Thomas Prize 2019
US Audiobook nominated for a 2019 Audie Award
‘Moving and funny, a big-hearted book that will stay with
you.’ — Alex Preston, Observer ‘Best Fiction for 2018’
‘An unpredictable and generous-hearted novel’ — Sarah
Winman
‘A powerful and important work of fiction’ — Courttia
Newland
Two girls,
friendship.

two

different

worlds,

one

unexpected

Belinda is everything a good Ghanaian housegirl should be.
Diligent and uncomplaining, she knows exactly how to
follow the rules.

Agent Juliet Pickering
UKexCan 4th Estate 2018
(at auction)
UKexCan PB 4th Estate May 2019
UKexCan audio 4th Estate 2018
US+Can Picador 2018
US+Can audio Macmillan audio 2018
Germany Editions Nautilus
308 pages

Amma has never been a great one for rule-keeping. And
when her parents meet Belinda on a visit from England they
suspect she might be just the shining example their
wayward teenager daughter needs.
So Belinda must leave behind her old life and travel to
London to befriend a girl who shows no desire for her
company. But in this bewildering city, surprises are waiting
down every bus route, and when the cracks in Amma’s
defences open up, the secrets they have both been holding
onto are brought into the light.
Moving between Ghana and London, HOLD is an intimate
coming-of-age novel. It’s a story of friendship and family,
shame and forgiveness; of learning what we should cling to,
and when we need to let go.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Michael Donkor was born in London in 1985. He read English
at Oxford, and later undertook a Masters in Creative Writing
at Royal Holloway. After working in publishing for a number
of years, he retrained as an English teacher in 2010. In 2014
Michael was selected by Writers Centre Norwich for their
Inspires Mentoring Scheme, and worked with author and
translator, Daniel Hahn.
Jackie Kay selected Michael as one of 10 brilliant writers for
the International Literature Showcase focus on BAME writers
in 2019.
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OKAY, OKAY, OKAY

Finuala Dowling

Witty, intelligent, sparkling novel from ‘South
Africa’s Jane Austen’ — a writer for fans of Jane
Gardam, Carol Shields and Elizabeth Strout too
‘How much do I love this author — let me count the ways.
Like Jane Austen, she has a moral vision wrapped in
humour. Like George Eliot in MIDDLEMARCH, she holds up a
mirror to a provincial world that cuts down what it can’t
see. And like Olive Schreiner, the novelist recalled at the
centre of OKAY OKAY OKAY, she has the courage to speak
truth to power.’ — Lyndall Gordon
Vida, a sound operator for big internationally-touring
musicals, has no time for the pretentious world of
academia; but when a strike by the University of
Adamastor’s technical staff coincides with a worrying lull in
her employment, Vida agrees to stage-manage a university
event. There she meets the university’s Head of Effective
Communication, Simon Landor — a man she finds is the
victim of his own miscommunication.

Agent Isobel Dixon
Southern Africa Kwela Oct 2019
352 pages

At work he is caught up in a massive student protest
following a suicide. At home his daughter, Cecily, is reading
her late mother’s journals and uncovering the way in which
Miriam Landor had lived in Simon’s shadow before dying of
an undetected heart condition. Vida, who has a habit of
rescuing strays, whether pets or people, steps in.
A host of other vitally engaging characters populate this
novel, which explores the fault lines of a contemporary
university, and wider culture, as well as the importance of
communication and connection in a complex world.
Finuala’s earlier novel HOMEMAKING FOR THE DOWN-ATHEART (SA: Kwela, 2011) is a warm, funny and deeply
moving exploration of the complexities of family life in the
‘sandwich years’ — caring for both an ageing parent and a
troubled teenager. She is now writing THE MAN WHO
LOVED CROCODILE TAMERS for Kwela, delivery late 2020.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Finuala Dowling is a prize-winning poet and novelist. Her
first novel was WHAT POETS NEED, followed by FLYLEAF.
HOME-MAKING FOR THE DOWN-AT-HEART won the M-Net
Prize 2012 and was shortlisted for the University of
Johannesburg Prize in the same year. Her novel THE FETCH
won the 2016 Herman Charles Bosman prize for English
fiction.
Formerly an English lecturer, she is now a full-time writer
and freelance poetry teacher. She lives in Kalk Bay, Cape
Town, with her daughter.
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LITERARY THRILLER

THE BOOK OF MALACHI

T. C. Farren

An unforgettable hero and a superbly original thriller
‘Will have you ripping through the pages. Part thriller, part
horror, part speculative fiction: this gripping read goes to
the heart of ethical quandaries, forcing the reader to ask:
"What if it were me?" — Sunday Times (SA)
‘An extraordinary, moving story that I read sometimes
through the gaps in my fingers, like peeking at a horror
movie — but one with hope and some exquisite visuals.’ —
Country Life
Nominated for the 2020 Nommo Awards for Speculative
Fiction by Africans
Malachi Dakwaa has survived civil war but he's now mute,
after his tongue was cut out. Disengaged from his world,
he's performing mind-numbing work in a factory when he
gets an extraordinary job offer. In exchange for six months
as a warden on a top-secret organ-farming project, Raizier
Pharmaceuticals will graft a new tongue for him.

Agent Isobel Dixon
WELexSA Titan Books Oct 2020
Southern Africa Kwela Books 2019
WEL audio Bolinda 2019
304 pages

Far out to sea, Malachi finds himself among warlords and
mass murderers like the kind who ruined him. But are the
prisoners as evil as Raizier says? Do they deserve their fate?
As doubt starts to grow, Malachi’s own memories rise until
he is faced with a terrible choice about his healing. Should
he remain silent and let
Malachi may have no tongue, but his is a voice you will
never forget — sharply ironic, vividly descriptive and
leavened with humour, every sense sharpened by his loss of
speech. He is a compelling guide through the twists and
turns of a terrible dilemma, in this darkly gripping but
ultimately redemptive novel.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
T.C. Farren is a prize-winning novelist and scriptwriter,
based in Cape Town. Her film script, HOTEL NOWHERE, a
thriller about two women who become ‘mules’ in the drug
trafficking industry, has recently been selected as a finalist
in the Best of the Best competition and the Moondance
International Film Festival. She has received acclaim and
international festival attention for her published novels,
SNAKE and WHIPLASH (film version titled TESS) and their
screen adaptations (scripted by her too).
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A MATTER OF MURDER

A Campbell & Carter Mystery #7

Ann Granger

Inspector Jess Campbell and Superintendent Ian
Carter join forces once again in Ann Granger’s
seventh Cotswold village crime novel
‘Classic — understated humour, a nice ear for dialogue.’ —
The Times
‘Anyone who enjoys crime stories featuring credible
characters in action in a recognizable real world will lap up
the work of Ann Granger.’ — Oxford Mail
Two years ago, Miff Ferguson chose to opt out of the rat
race. Since then he's been living rough and happily so. That
is, until now. For, as the first signs of winter approach,
everything changes. While looking for shelter, Miff stumbles
across the dead body of a young woman inside a dilapidated
warehouse.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UK+Can HB Headline Jul 2020
UK+Can PB Headline Dec 2020
UK+Can audio Headline Jul 2020
US Canelo Jul 2020
US audio Tantor
Germany Luebbe
Option publishers
US Canelo
Czech Moba
Estonia Varrak
France 10/18

Quickly realising he's not alone, and what's worse he's been
spotted, Miff becomes embroiled in a game of cat-andmouse with a killer that forces him to abandon his life on
the streets and take refuge with his aunt and uncle in the
village of Weston St Ambrose. But, despite his best efforts
to lie low, trouble seems to follow him and when another
dead body is discovered at a local farm, it's clear Miff is not
free from danger.
With the clock ticking, Inspector Jess Campbell and
Superintendent Ian Carter must join forces once again with
the team of police at Bamford to piece together the puzzle
before another innocent life is lost…
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Headline have published more than 30 of Ann Granger’s
crime novels across several series. She enters the Top 5 of
the German bestseller list with almost every novel. There
are more than 6 million Ann Granger books in print in
English and German.

352 pages
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CRIME

THE MURDERER’S APPRENTICE
An Inspector Ben Ross Mystery

Ann Granger

Ann Granger brings us her seventh Victorian mystery
featuring Scotland Yard's Inspector Ben Ross and his wife
Lizzie
‘Classic — understated humour, a nice ear for dialogue.’ —
The Times
‘Anyone who enjoys crime stories featuring credible
characters in action in a recognizable real world will lap up
the work of Ann Granger.’ — Oxford Mail
It is March 1870. London is in the grip of fog and ice. But
Scotland Yard's Inspector Ben Ross has more than the
weather to worry about when the body of a young woman is
found in a dustbin at the back of a Piccadilly restaurant.
Ben must establish who the victim is before he can find out
how and why she came to be there. His enquiries lead him
first to a bootmaker in Salisbury and then to a landowner in
Yorkshire. Meanwhile, Ben's wife, Lizzie, aided by their
eagle-eyed maid, Bessie, is investigating the mystery of a
girl who is apparently being kept a prisoner in her own
home.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UK+Can Headline Jul 2019
UK+Can audio Headline Jul 2019
France 10/18
Germany Luebbe
Option publishers
US Canelo
Czech Moba
Estonia Varrak

As Ben pursues an increasingly complex case, Lizzie reveals
a vital piece of evidence that brings him one step closer to
solving the crime...
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Headline have published more than 30 of Ann Granger’s
crime novels across several series. She enters the Top 5 of
the German bestseller list with almost every novel. More
than 6 million books in print in English and German.
She will deliver the 8th Inspector Ben Ross, THE TRUTHSEEKER’S WIFE, in late 2020.

352 pages
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A POOR SEASON FOR WHALES

Michiel Heyns

Intelligent, compelling and funny novel from the
award-winning author
‘Pitch perfect. A clever, bitingly funny novel. It had me
riveted.’ — Finuala Dowling
Margaret Crowley, handsome, clever and rich, with a
comfortable home and happy disposition, seemed to unite
some of the best blessings of existence; and had lived
nearly fifty-six years in the world with very little to
distress or vex her. It was therefore hardly to be foreseen
that in her fifty-sixth year she would kill a man with a
kitchen knife.
When, after twenty-six years of marriage, Margaret
Crowley’s husband leaves her for a younger man, she has to
rethink her priorities and consider her options: as a free
agent, with no appurtenances, how best to turn that
freedom into a meaningful future rather than a mulling over
of the past?

Agent Isobel Dixon
Southern Africa Jonathan Ball Mar
2020
319 pages

Opting to leave behind her support system of family and
friends, she moves to a seaside town with her dog Benjy,
intent upon a simple, uncluttered existence. But simplicity,
it seems, can be a complicated affair.
When the charismatic young Jimmy Prinsloo-Mazibuko
enters her life and her home, apparently intent upon
establishing himself as a general-purpose handyman and
cook, she finds herself torn between distrust and attraction.
Is he merely the helpful, cheerful young man he seems, or is
there a darker purpose to his assistance?
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Professor Emeritus in English at Stellenbosch University. He
is the translator of Marlene van Niekerk’s AGAAT
(shortlisted for the International Foreign Fiction Prize and
the Man Booker International), as well as Willem Anker’s
RED DOG, longlisted for the International Booker 2020.
Winner of various prizes for journalism and translation, he
was a Civitella Ranieri Fellow in 2012.
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SWIMMING IN THE DARK

Tomasz Jedrowski

Tender and passionate literary debut causing an
international stir
‘Jedrowski’s writing is elegant and compelling, and the
revelations when they come are heartbreaking. I wallowed
in all this book’s melancholy beauty, and will now keep it
on my shelves alongside novels by Alan Hollinghurst,
Edmund White and other classics in the gay canon.’ —
Marcus Field, Evening Standard
‘Readers will relish the indelible prose, which approaches
the mastery of Alan Hollinghurst. Jedrowski’s portrayal of
Poland’s tumultuous political transformation over several
decades makes this a provocative, eye-opening exploration
of the costs of defying as well as complying with social and
political conventions.’ — Publishers Weekly
‘Marvellous, precise, poignant writing; the reader is happy
to be overwhelmed. The highest talent at work.’ —
Sebastian Barry

Agent Samuel Hodder
UKexCan Bloomsbury Feb 2020
(at auction)
UKexCan audio Audible Feb 2020
US+Can William Morrow April 2020
(pre-empt)
US+Can audio William Morrow April
2020
Czech Odeon
Germany Hoffmann und Campe
Holland Meulenhoff
Italy Edizioni E/O
Korea Prunsoop
Poland Osnova
Spain Dos Bigotes
Film/TV Under offer
256 pages

‘Captivating both for its shimmering surfaces and its
terrifying under-deep… Tomasz Jedrowski is a remarkable
writer, alive to the ramifications of history and politics, in
which the violence of a corrupt state can never fully stamp
out the flourishing of beauty, grace, and resistance.’ —
Justin Torres, bestselling author of WE THE ANIMALS
Ludwig is an anxious and disillusioned student, made to
attend an agricultural camp before he can graduate, when
he meets the seemingly less conflicted Janusz. They bond
over an illicit copy of James Baldwin’s GIOVANNI’S ROOM,
and share a brief, precious intimacy in the countryside,
away from society’s constraints — but once back in Warsaw
their differing responses to the regime start to pull at them.
SWIMMING IN THE DARK is framed by passages set a few
years later in New York: as Ludwig listens on the radio to
the news of Poland falling under martial law, he tries to
come to terms with his past and find a way forward,
reflecting on the limits of love in an oppressive society.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Tomasz was born in West Germany to Polish parents, but
has lived in several countries, speaks five languages and is a
graduate of Cambridge University and Université de Paris.
He currently lives in France, exploring local history,
national identity, ecology and fashion. SWIMMING IN THE
DARK is his first novel.
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CONTEMPORARY

BRIGHT AND DANGEROUS OBJECTS

Anneliese Mackintosh

A heartfelt, authentic novel about female ambition
and motherhood for fans of Sally Rooney and Jenny
Offill
‘Mackintosh’s powerful U.S. debut explores a woman’s
struggle between her desire to join a Mars resettlement
program and stay on Earth to start a family...This is a
deeply moving story about love, loss, and the strength it
takes for women to realize their dreams.’ — Publishers
Weekly
‘I was instantly fascinated by BRIGHT AND DANGEROUS
OBJECTS, which... deftly explores ideas of independence,
grief, motherhood, and romantic relationships and how they
shape one woman's life… This is an original, inventive, and
incredibly enjoyable book. I loved it.’ — Lydia Kiesling,
author of The Golden State
Commercial deep-sea diver Solvig has a secret. She wants to
be one of the first human beings to colonize Mars, and she’s
one of a hundred people shortlisted by the Mars Project to
do just that. But to fulfil her ambition, she’ll have to leave
behind everything she’s ever known — for the rest of her
life.

Agent Juliet Pickering
US+Can Tin House Oct 2020
On UK submission
France Bragelonne
228 pages

As the prospect of heading to space becomes more real,
thirty-seven-year-old Solvig is forced to define who she
really is. Will she come clean to James, her partner, about
her plans? Or will she turn her back on the project, and
commit to her life on Earth? Maybe even try for a baby, like
James is hoping? Is there any way she can start a family and
go to Mars? Does she even want both things?
Intimate and captivating, BRIGHT AND DANGEROUS
OBJECTS explores the space between ambition and
obligation, grappling with questions women have faced for
centuries while investigating a future that humanity is only
beginning to think about. In frank, honest, and moving
prose, author Anneliese Mackintosh moves from sea to sky,
head to heart, and present to future, asking all the while
what it means when our wildest dreams begin to come true.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Anneliese Mackintosh's short story collection ANY OTHER
MOUTH won the Green Carnation Prize, was shortlisted for
the Saltire Society’s First Book Award, in the Best Short
Story Collection category for the 2015 Saboteur Awards and
Edge Hill Short Story Prize, and longlisted for the Frank
O'Connor International Short Story Award.
Anneliese's debut novel, SO HAPPY IT HURTS, was published
by Jonathan Cape in 2017, and promptly shortlisted for a
DIVA Rising Star Award.
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THRILLER

THE LAST HUNT

Deon Meyer
A stunning global thriller — a return for Benny
Griessel and old favourite, Tiny…
‘The undisputed champion of South African crime fiction.
Meyer grabs you by the throat and never lets you go.’ —
Wilbur Smith
‘With Deon Meyer you can't go wrong. He's a writer whose
work I admire, wait for and then devour.’ — Michael
Connelly
Benny Griessel and Vaughn Cupido could have done without
this messy case. A body is found next to a railway track in
the sticks – an apparent suicide, but the deceased’s widow
insists he’d never have jumped. Other things don’t add up:
the dead man was acting as a bodyguard to a wealthy
tourist on a luxury train, and two suspicious passengers have
disappeared. It’s a job for the Hawks unit, but everywhere
they turn they encounter lies and obstruction.

Agent Isobel Dixon
Afrikaans Human & Rousseau 2018
UKexCan HB Hodder 2019
UKexCan PB Hodder July 2020
UKexCan audio Hodder 2019
US+Can Grove Atlantic Apr 2020
US+Can audio HighBridge Apr 2020
Czech Republic Moba
France Gallimard
Germany Aufbau
Holland Bruna
Italy Edizioni E/O
Sweden Weyler Forlag
Film/TV (Benny Griessel series)
under option, Lookout Point
Option Publishers
Canada Anansi | Estonia Varrak
Greece Stereoma | Spain
Salamandra and more

In Bordeaux, Daniel Darret enjoys his newfound calm,
training as a carpenter, leaving memories of life as an
international hit man behind him. But an old friend comes
to ask for help and he is left with no choice but to become
a hunter again. His prey: the corrupt president of the
motherland he thought he might never see again.
Can the Hawks thwart the assassination? Can Daniel evade
the relentless Russian agents tracking him? And will Bennie
survive so that he can finally pluck up the courage for the
hardest task of his life, to ask Alexa Barnard to marry him?
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Deon Meyer’s books are sold in 23 countries, and have been
awarded many prizes around the world: the Deutsche Krimi
Prize in Germany, the ATKV Prize in South Africa, and Le
Grand Prix de Littérature Policière and Le Prix Mystère de la
Critique in France. COBRA was shortlisted for the 2015 CWA
International Dagger, THIRTEEN HOURS was shortlisted for
the 2010 CWA International Dagger, and HEART OF THE
HUNTER was longlisted for the 2005 IMPAC Prize.
Deon’s novel TRACKERS has been
adapted for TV and was broadcast in
South Africa
in September 2019 to
widespread acclaim and record-breaking
viewing figures. It will be shown in
Germany in October 2020. Hodder have
issued a TV tie-in edition for the South
African market.

456 pages
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WOMEN’S FICTION

A HOME IN THE SUN
Originally published as UPHILL ALL THE WAY

Sue Moorcroft

It’s never too late to find romance and happiness, in
this heart-warming story from a bestselling writer
When 51 year-old Judith loses Giorgio, she loses her home
in the sun — and joy, love, her own space, and her circle of
friends. She loses the beloved view from her balcony, of the
sparkling blue waters of Sliema Creek. And, she discovers,
she has lost most of her money, too.

Back in the UK, Judith must put up with a bed in her sister's
spare room in chilly Northamptonshire where she grew up,
and a whole host of family problems. But despite her tricky
new circumstances, Judith begins to find a happiness in her
new life, and even the promise of new love…
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Winner: Festival of Romance, Best Romantic Read Award
2011 Shortlisted: Festival of Romance, Fiction Novel of the
Year 2014
Shortlisted: RoNA Best Contemporary Novel 2018
Sunday Times Bestseller 2017

Agent Juliet Pickering
WEL Avon Jul 2021
WEL audio Avon Jul 2021

Sue Moorcroft is a Sunday Times bestselling author, an
international bestselling author and has held the #1 spot in
the UK Kindle chart. Her short stories, serials and columns
have appeared around the world.
A SUMMER TO REMEMBER won the RNA Contemporary Novel
of the Year Award 2020.

Option publishers
Bulgaria Ciela & Hermes | Czech
Republic Fortuna Libri | Denmark
Bazar | Germany HarperCollins
Holland Karakter | Italy Newton
Compton | Norway
Bladkompaniet | Serbia Evro Book
Slovakia Fortuna Libri
81,000 words
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SHADOWPLAY

Joseph O’Connor
A dazzling new work by a master novelist
Winner of the Eason Novel of the Year Award at the An Post
Irish Books Awards 2019.
‘Gorgeously written…O’Connor dazzles...his magnificent
novel does more than fly, it soars.’ — The Washington Post
‘Subtly drawn and intensely affecting, this portrayal of
accidental friendship, enduring love, frustrated ambition
and, dare we say it, the alchemy of acting, recalls, in its
effortless grace, those 19th-century novels that made
readers of us all. Stoker, Irving and the beloved actress
Ellen Terry are so forcefully brought to life that when, close
to tears, you reach this drama’s final page, you will return
to the beginning just to remain in their company.’ — Wall
Street Journal
‘There are few living writers who can take us back in time
so assuredly, with such sensual density, through such
gorgeous sentences. Joseph O'Connor is a wonder, and
SHADOWPLAY is a triumph.’ — Peter Carey

Agent Isobel Dixon
UKexCan HB Harvill Jun 2019
UKexCan PB Harvill Oct 2020
UKexCan audio WF Howes Jun 2019
US+Can Europa Editions Jun 2020
US+Can audio Dreamscape May 2020
China Shanghai Elegant People
Croatia Fraktura | France Editions
Rivages | Hungary Helikon | Italy
Guanda | Serbia Carobna Knjiga
Sweden Natur Och Kultur | Turkey
Sia Kitap
Film rights Sold, details TBC
320 pages
Shortlisted RTE Radio 1 Listeners’
Choice Award & Costa Novel Award
2019, Walter Scott Prize for Historical
Fiction, Dalkey Literary Award & Jean
Monnet Prize 2020. Longlisted for the
Polari Prize 2020.

London, 1878. Fresh from life in Dublin, Bram Stoker – now
manager of the Lyceum Theatre — is wrestling with dark
demons in a new city, in a new marriage, and with his own
literary aspirations. As he walks the streets at night, streets
haunted by the Ripper and the gossip which swirls around
his friend Oscar Wilde, he finds new inspiration. Soon, the
haunting tale of Dracula begins to emerge.
But Henry Irving, volcanic leading man and impresario, is
determined that nothing will get in the way of Bram’s
dedication to the Lyceum and to himself. And both men are
growing ever more enchanted by the beauty and boldness of
Ellen Terry, the most celebrated actress of her generation.
Harvill Secker and international publishers have also
acquired MY FATHER’S HOUSE, a powerful page-turner set
in the Vatican and Rome during WWII (ms Jan 2022).
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Bestselling author and winner of many literary awards,
Joseph O’Connor is the inaugural Frank McCourt Chair in
Creative Writing at the University of Limerick.
STAR OF THE SEA was voted as one of 15 ‘Vintage Future
Classics’ 2005, and was a Sunday Times No 1 paperback
bestseller, with a million copies sold in the UK in one year
alone.
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WOMEN’S FICTION

THE WOMEN WHO RAN AWAY

Sheila O’Flanagan

Two women on an unforgettable adventure of
healing and discovery, across Spain and France — a
fresh gem from this No. 1 bestselling author
‘One of my favourite authors’ — Marian Keyes
‘O'Flanagan is one of our best-known, best-loved and most
prolific women's fiction authors.’ — Irish Independent
Two women form an unlikely friendship as they face up to
shocking truths about the men they've loved — and start to
make their own decisions about what to do next.
Deira is setting out on the holiday she'd planned with her
long-term partner Gavin… only she’s on her own. Gavin will
not be amused when he finds out she’s ‘borrowed’ his car,
but since their brutal break-up Deira’s not been acting
rationally. Maybe a drive through beautiful France will help
her see things differently…
Grace is also travelling alone, each stage of her journey
outlined in advance by her late husband. Ken was head of
the household when he was alive, and it seems he's still in
charge. His last decision was a surprise — could there be
more surprises to come? There's only one way to find out,
galling though it is to dance again to Ken's tune.

Agent Isobel Dixon
WEL HB Headline July 2020
WEL PB Headline Mar 2021
WEL audio Headline July 2020
UK+Can library audio Soundings
2020

Thrown together by chance, Deira and Grace are soon
motoring down the French highways, sharing intriguing
stories of their pasts, as they each consider the future…

Germany Insel Verlag

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Sheila O’Flanagan’s novels spend many weeks at No 1 in
Ireland and in the top 5 UK bestseller charts. Her books
have sold over 7.5 million copies in English alone.

Option Publishers
Croatia VBZ | Czech Republic
Euromedia | Estonia Varrak
Hungary Alexandra Italy Fanucci
Norway Panta Forlag Russia AST
Sweden LB Forlag
Turkey Epsilon

ALSO AVAILABLE
23 other bestselling novels and 3 short story collections
including ISOBEL’S WEDDING, IF YOU WERE ME, MY
MOTHER’S SECRET and THE MISSING WIFE. Headline
published the paperback of THE MISSING WIFE in 2017 with
record sales. Sheila is also author of the middle grade
fantasy THE CRYSTAL RUN, followed by THE CRYSTAL RUN:
SHIELD OF LIES (Hodder Children) in 2018.

436 pages

Following the successful re-issue of the Irish bestselling
short story collection CHRISTMAS WITH YOU (formerly A
SEASON TO REMEMBER), Headline reissued two more
collections of short stories, with THE SEASON OF CHANGE
(formerly CONNECTIONS) published in August 2019.
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THE RIVER WITHIN

Karen Powell

A piercing and evocative literary novel centred on
the lives of two women in 1950s Yorkshire
‘Beautifully attentive to both its Yorkshire setting and its
Hamlet ur-text, and written in prose as alive and evocative
as Millais' painting of Ophelia, singing as the river and reeds
claim her.’ — Preti Taneja, author of We That Are Young
‘Hamlet comes to fifties Yorkshire in this compelling riff on
love, grief and family strife. Powell is a talent to watch.’ —
Lisa Appignanesi, author of Everyday Madness
THE RIVER WITHIN is a wonderfully vivid and potent novel of
true psychological depth, which explores how people’s —
especially women’s — lives can be confined by the
circumstances of their birth and the expectations of others.
This novel will particularly appeal to readers of Helen
Dunmore, Graham Swift and Maggie O’Farrell.

Agent Samuel Hodder
UKexCan Europa Editions
(at auction) Sept 2020
UKexCan audio WF Howes Sept 2020
US Europa Editions Dec 2020
US audio Dreamscape Dec 2020
Italy Edizioni E/O
272 pages

On a summer’s day in 1955, in the village of Starome, the
body of young Danny Masters emerges from the river. It’s
found by Danny’s three teenage friends: Alexander, the
volatile heir to Richmond Hall, the country estate that
neighbours Starome, and sister and brother, Lennie and
Tom, whose father is secretary to the Richmond family. The
friends’ responses to Danny’s death are strange. Why does
Alexander seem oddly stimulated, excited even, and why is
Lennie so keen for everyone to move on? How did Danny
die? Did he fall in, or jump? Or worse?
In an interweaving narrative that moves across the months
before and after Danny’s death, the secrets of the village
begin to surface. Not just Lennie’s troubled romance with
Alexander, and her connection to Danny, but hidden truths
within the Richmond family as well. Alexander’s father,
Angus, died the previous year — of cancer, it seemed — but
something powerful and unspoken has fractured Alexander’s
relationship with his mother, Venetia. His uncle James,
meanwhile, is now never far from Venetia’s side. As THE
RIVER WITHIN takes us back further, to Venetia’s youth in
the 1930s, we see how much Alexander has never known
about his parents’ marriage, and of the time before it.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Karen grew up in Rochester, Kent. She left school at sixteen
but returned to education in her mid-twenties, reading
English Literature at Lucy Cavendish College, Cambridge.
Karen lives with her family in York and works at York
Minster Fund.
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THE MERMAID OF BLACK CONCH

Monique Roffey

One of the Caribbean’s finest writers returns with a
magical, utterly original, heart-breaking love story
‘Sensuous, beguiling but without whimsy… a striking
achievement.’ — The Sunday Times
‘THE MERMAID OF BLACK CONCH arrives bearing tragedy and
beauty. Monique Roffey has created a new myth for an age
of ruined oceans. She continues to be one of our most
exciting new Caribbean voices.’ — A.L. Kennedy
‘Monique Roffey is a unique talent and most daring and
versatile of writers.’ — Bernardine Evaristo
‘Monique Roffey is a writer of verve, vibrancy and
compassion, and her work is always a joy to read.’ — Sarah
Hall
A vivid and moving story of love and loss, family and
friendship in a tiny Caribbean island community.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UKexCan Peepal Tree Press Apr
2020
WEL audio WF Howes Jul 2020
Russia Arkadia
189 pages

Off the island of St Constance a fisherman sings to himself
in his pirogue, waiting for a catch — but attracts a seadweller he doesn’t expect. Aycayia, a beautiful young
woman cursed to live as a mermaid, has been swimming the
Caribbean Sea for centuries. And she is entranced by David
and his song.
But when she hears his boat’s engine again and follows it,
she finds herself at the mercy of American sports fishermen
and after a fearsome battle, she is caught and strung up on
the dock as a trophy. It is David who rescues her, and
slowly, gently wins her trust — as slowly, painfully, she
starts to transform into a woman again. But transformations
are not always permanent, and jealousy, like love, can have
the force of a hurricane, but last much longer…
Interwoven with David and Aycayia’s love story is that of
Miss Arcadia Rain, the white landowner, bringing up her
deaf son. Rivalries and affections in both family and
community are brought brilliantly to life, without
sentimentality
or
whimsy.
A
triumph.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Monique Roffey is an award-winning novelist. HOUSE OF
ASHES (Scribner UK) was shortlisted for the Costa and the
BOCAS Prize. ARCHIPELAGO, winner of the OCM BOCAS prize
for Caribbean Literature, was published by Scribner in the
UK, Viking in the US, and translated into 5 languages. Her
second novel THE WHITE WOMAN ON THE GREEN BICYCLE
was shortlisted for the Orange Prize and the Encore Prize,
among other accolades.
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THRILLER

THE CLOSER YOU GET

Mary Torjussen

Brilliantly addictive thriller — a couple’s pact to start
a new life together begins to unravel
‘Plays with all of your expectations. Not to be missed!’ —
Shari Lapena
‘A twist that will knock your socks off.’ — Gillian McAllister
Ruby didn’t plan to have an affair. She doesn’t love her
husband, but wouldn’t set out to steal someone else’s. Yet
when she met Harry they simply couldn’t keep apart. Now,
she’s brave enough to leave her marital home and start
again, and so is Harry. Or so she thinks.
Waiting at a hotel for her lover to arrive, Ruby realises she
has made a mistake. Harry won’t come. He will never leave
his wife.
What Ruby hasn’t worked out is that someone else knows all
about the affair. They have been watching Ruby’s every
move. They are determined to punish her. And they are
even closer than she thinks…

Agent Kate Burke
UKexCan Canelo Apr 2020
UKexCan audio WF Howes Apr 2020
US+Can Berkley Apr 2020
US+Can audio Penguin Apr 2020
Russia AST

Told from the perspectives of two very different women,
THE CLOSER YOU GET is a gripping slice of psychological
suspense that will keep you hooked to the final page.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Mary has an MA in Creative Writing from Liverpool John
Moores University and worked for several years as a
teacher. She writes dark, gripping thrillers. Her debut novel
GONE WITHOUT A TRACE has been optioned for television
by Ecosse Productions.

Option publishers
Czech Republic Euromedia
Germany Blanvalet | Poland Amber
Slovakia Ikar | Spain Planeta
352 pages
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THE DISTANCE

Ivan Vladislavić
Superb multi-layered novel exploring
collecting, brotherhood and boxing

writing,

‘A profound, beautiful, and deeply affecting book on what
we do with time and what Time does to us. Vladislavić is
among the top writers on the contemporary world stage and
this luminously intelligent book on how memory becomes
fiction, on the narratives we tell about ourselves and
others, on contested stories is a perfectly-cut jewel.’ —
Neel Mukherjee
‘Mysterious, lyrical and wickedly funny. Vladislavić is one of
the most significant writers working in English today.
Everyone should read him.’ — Katie Kitamura
‘A moving, closely observed study in family dynamics in a
time of apartheid… A memorable, beautifully written story
of love and loss.’ — Starred Review, Kirkus
Then again, my brother’s need to be someone else never
goes away. He becomes a writer. You can see the
catastrophe coming down the pike.

Agent Isobel Dixon
Southern Africa Random House 2019
WELexSA Archipelago Books Sep
2020
US+Can audio Tantor
France Editions Zoe
Germany Wagenbach
272 pages

A novel on one level about boxing and a writer’s boyhood
obsession with Cassius Clay, who became Muhammad Ali,
THE DISTANCE opens up into an unforgettable work on
collecting, brotherhood, growing up and the art of writing
itself.
A multi-layered novel, told in the wry voice of a man
observing and remembering his younger brother’s
fascination with Muhammad Ali, THE DISTANCE evokes the
power of the boxing ring and the creation of a legend.
Deftly, delicately, but with cumulative power (‘float like a
butterfly, sting like a bee’…), the novel also explores youth
and ageing, strength and disease, and of course questions of
race, belief and politics.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Award-winning, critically-acclaimed author of a prestigious
body of literary work. Ivan lives in Johannesburg, where he
is a Distinguished Professor in Creative Writing at the
University of the Witwatersrand. He has won South Africa’s
most prestigious prizes and was awarded the Windham
Campbell Prize 2015.

Ivan Vladislavić has been translated into 8 languages
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TRUE CRIME

BABES IN THE WOOD: A True Life Story

Graham Bartlett & Peter James
Powerful, gripping first-hand account of Brighton's
most notorious murders from long-serving detective
Graham Bartlett and bestselling author Peter James.
On 9 October 1986, nine-year-olds Nicola Fellows and Karen
Hadaway went out to play on their Brighton estate. They
would never return home; their bodies discovered the next
day concealed in a local park. This devastating crime rocked
the country.
With unique access to the officers charged with catching
the killer, former senior detective Graham Bartlett and
bestselling author Peter James tell the compelling inside
story of the investigation as the net tightens around local
man Russell Bishop. The trial that follows is one of the most
infamous in the history of Brighton policing – a shock result
sees Bishop walk free.
Three years later, Graham is working in Brighton CID when a
seven-year-old girl is abducted and left to die. She
survives… and Bishop’s name comes up as a suspect. Is
history repeating itself? Can the police put him away this
time, and will he ever be made to answer for his past
horrendous crimes?

Agent Isobel Dixon
UK+Can Macmillan Feb 2020
UK+Can audio Macmillan Feb 2020
Finland Minerva
320 pages

BABES IN THE WOOD is a rare and compelling insight into
the investigation at the heart of the murders, bringing to
life the characters of those involved and the intricacies of
putting the case together.
ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Graham Bartlett is the author of the Sunday Times Top Ten
Bestseller DEATH COMES KNOCKING: Policing Roy Grace’s
Brighton which he wrote with internationally acclaimed
crime writer Peter James. He is also a police procedural
advisor to best selling crime fiction writers and TV drama
makers. Graham was a police officer for thirty years
working through the ranks at Brighton and Hove to become
the city's Police Commander.
Peter James is the author of many #1 bestsellers, both Roy
Grace novels and standalones (full list available), with over
20 million copies of his work sold worldwide and many
books optioned for film and TV.
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CULTURE SHIFT: A Practical Guide to Managing
Organizational Culture

Kirsty Bashforth

An illuminating guidebook revealing the practical
steps businesses can take to shift workplace culture
Shortlisted for a Business Book Award 2020 (category:
Sustainable Change)
Nowadays, stakeholder consideration focuses as much on an
organization’s culture as it does on the bottom line —
employees want to work for a company that has clear
values and an engaging environment; customers and clients
want to know they're supporting a worthwhile brand; and
investors look to back socially responsible companies with
good organizational health.
Too often, too many businesses see culture change as a
project with a defined end point — once the project is
considered ‘done’, the dominant culture re-emerges and
things go back to how they were. CULTURE SHIFT guides
organizations on how to do things differently, ensuring that
culture really does shift (with minimal budget and no
external consultants) and putting culture permanently at
the core of running the business.

Agent Isobel Dixon
WEL Bloomsbury 2019
WEL audio WF Howes 2019
232 pages

Founded on behavioural economics, CULTURE SHIFT
recognises that people do not always follow rational logic.
Changing a culture, therefore, is not about telling people
what to do and expecting them to fall neatly in line — it's
about identifying where they are now and how they make
decisions, in order to help them form new habits to create a
comprehensive, sustainable culture shift.
Using her extensive experience, Kirsty Bashforth outlines
exactly what it takes to oversee sustainable culture change
in an organization, blending practical tips and illustrative
stories throughout the book to drive home key points and
provide a variety of perspectives and possible outcomes.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kirsty Bashforth is CEO of QuayFive Ltd, advising CEOs on
change, organizational performance and leadership, with
clients including: Mizuho International, Centrica and the
NHS. Previously, she was Global Corporate Executive with
BP, designing and delivering the shift in the company's
organizational culture for 5 years from 2010.
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CHANEL’S RIVIERA: The Côte d’Azur in
Peace and War, 1930–1944

Anne de Courcy

An insightful exploration of the glorious heyday of
1930s French Riviera
‘Anne de Courcy combines the perseverance of a social
historian with the panache of the novelist.’ — The Times
‘De Courcy paints a rich canvas.’ — The Sunday Times

Far from worrying about the onset of war, in the spring of
1938 the burning question on the French Riviera was
whether one should curtsey to the Duchess of Windsor. Few
of those who had settled there thought much about what
was going on in the rest of Europe. It was a golden,
glamorous life, far removed from politics or conflict.
Featuring a sparkling cast of artists, writers and historical
figures including Winston Churchill, Daisy Fellowes, Salvador
Dalí, the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, Eileen Gray and
Edith Wharton, with the enigmatic Coco Chanel at its heart,
CHANEL'S RIVIERA is a captivating account of a period that
saw some of the deepest extremes of luxury and terror in
the whole of the twentieth century.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UK+Can W&N 2019
UK+Can audio W&N 2019
US St Martin’s Press Feb 2020
US audio Macmillan audio Feb 2020
Hungary Európa (at auction)
Romania Litera
304 pages

Anne de Courcy takes us from Chanel's first summer at her
Roquebrune villa, La Pausa (which she visited in later years
with her German lover), amid the glamour of the pre-war
parties and casinos in Antibes, Nice and Cannes, to the
horrors of evacuation and the displacement of thousands of
families during the Second World War. Enriched with much
original research, CHANEL’S RIVIERA explores the
fascinating world of the Cote d'Azur elite in the 1930s and
1940s, bringing to vivid life the experiences of both rich and
poor, protected and persecuted.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Anne de Courcy is an acclaimed biographer and journalist.
Her book THE FISHING FLEET spent 7 weeks in the Sunday
Times Bestseller list and has been optioned for TV by Baby
Cow, and THE HUSBAND HUNTERS has also been optioned by
Poison Chef.
Anne de Courcy is currently writing FIVE LOVE AFFAIRS AND
A FRIENDSHIP, about the life of Nancy Cunard.
THE HUSBAND HUNTERS is a richly entertaining group
biography about the young American heiresses who married
into the British peerage, bringing with them all the fabulous
wealth, glamour and sophistication of the Gilded Age.
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LITERARY BIOGRAPHY

ELIOT AMONG THE WOMEN

Lyndall Gordon

A ground-breaking work from the pre-eminent T.S.
Eliot biographer, drawing on over 1,000 newly
revealed letters written by the poet
‘Literary bloodhound and superbly eloquent chronicler.’ —
Booklist
ELIOT AMONG THE WOMEN is set to be one of the most
important books on T.S Eliot, the poet whose life and work
was shaped by four women. Eliot’s first wife Vivienne Haigh
Wood, Mary Trevelyan, a companion, and Valerie Fletcher,
his second wife, are well known, but there was another
woman who came first — Emily Hale.
T.S. Eliot wrote to Emily Hale from 1930 to 1956 and his
1,131 letters comprise the largest single series of the poet’s
correspondence. These letters have been sealed to the
public for over sixty years, housed in twelve boxes at
Princeton University Library.

Agent Isobel Dixon
UKexCan Virago 2022
UKexCan audio Virago 2022
US+Can Norton 2022
US+Can audio Norton 2022
Ms available Dec 2021
Option publishers
China Shanghai Literature & Art
Publishing House
Spain Alba
Turkey Alfa

In January 2020, their steel security bands were cut and his
letters to her were revealed to researchers for the first
time. Lyndall Gordon was there when they were opened, to
fulfil her belief that Eliot’s secret attachment to this Boston
-born teacher of drama is central to understanding his most
private emotions during the decades when his creativity was
at its height.
ELIOT AMONG THE WOMEN, leading with the newly-revealed
letters to all the women who were close to him, including
his mother and his first publisher Virginia Woolf, will be
another ground-breaking work from the biographer who has
spent over forty years with her subject.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Lyndall Gordon is one of the world’s foremost Eliot scholars
and a hugely acclaimed biographer, in particular of the lives
of literary women. She has won the Cheltenham Prize and
the James Tait Black Prize and been longlisted for the
Samuel Johnson Prize. Her Emily Dickinson biography, LIVES
LIKE LOADED GUNS, was shortlisted for the Duff Cooper
Prize and the Comisso Prize in Italy.
Lyndall is taking part in a BBC documentary about the
opening of the Emily Hale archives at Princeton, where she
was one of the first biographers present for the unsealing of
T.S. Eliot’s revealing trove of letters.
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LOWBORN: Growing Up, Getting Away and Returning

Kerry Hudson

to Britain’s Poorest Towns

A powerful, personal agenda-changing exploration of
poverty
Shortlisted for the Saltire Non-Fiction Book of the Year
Award and the Books are My Bag Breakthrough Author
Award 2019. Longlisted for the Gordon Burn Prize and
the Portico Prize 2019. One of The Guardian’s Best
Biographies and Memoirs of 2019
‘Born of universal resilience, this clear-eyed and hopeful
work will set hearts beating in a major way.’ — Elle
(France)
‘If there were any justice in the world, there would be a
copy of Hudson’s powerful examination of her impoverished
upbringing and why it continues to resonate under every
politician’s Christmas tree.’ — iNews, Books of the Year
2019
‘Totally engrossing and deliciously feisty...It really brings
home how under-represented working class lives and
impoverished childhoods have been in our literary culture’
— Bernardine Evaristo

Agent Juliet Pickering
UKexCan HB Chatto & Windus 2019
UKexCan PB Vintage August 2020
UKexCan audio Random House 2019
France Editions Philippe Rey
Stage rights Birmingham Repertory
Theatre

336 pages
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kerry Hudson was born in Aberdeen.
Her first novel, TONY HOGAN BOUGHT
ME AN ICE-CREAM FLOAT BEFORE HE
STOLE MY MA, won the Scottish
Mortgage Investment Trust First Book
Award and was shortlisted for an array
of prizes including the Guardian First
Book Award and the Sky Arts Awards.
THIRST, her second novel, won the
prestigious Prix Femina Etranger.

Kerry Hudson is proudly working class but she was never
proudly poor. The poverty she grew up in was allencompassing, grinding and often dehumanising. Always on
the move with her single mother, Kerry attended nine
primary schools and five secondaries, living in B&Bs and
council flats. She scores eight out of ten on the Adverse
Childhood Experiences measure of childhood trauma.
Twenty years later, Kerry’s life is unrecognisable. She’s a
prize-winning novelist who has travelled the world. She has
a secure home, a loving partner and access to art, music,
film and books. But she often finds herself looking over her
shoulder, caught somehow between two worlds.
LOWBORN is Kerry’s exploration of where she came from,
revisiting the towns she grew up in to try to discover what
being poor really means in Britain today and whether
anything has changed. She also journeys into the hardest
regions of her own childhood, because sometimes in order
to move forwards we first have to look back.
HOW TO HOPE
Kerry next book will draw upon her own experiences of
adversity growing up in poverty before navigating our world
today — and holding on to hope throughout — to create a
‘survival guide’. Covering family, relationships, health,
work, and the wider world, HOW TO HOPE encourages the
reader to find hope and resilience in the face of difficult
and demoralising circumstances.
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ALWAYS ANOTHER COUNTRY

Sisonke Msimang

Inspiring memoir of an extraordinary global life,
introducing a bold new voice on feminism, race,
politics and Africa
Insightful, angry, hopeful, Sisonke Msimang is a strong new
voice, in the tradition of Arundhati Roy and Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie. ALWAYS ANOTHER COUNTRY was an instant
bestseller in South Africa and she is demand for
international appearances.
‘A brave and intimate journey.’ — Yewande Omotoso,
author of THE WOMAN NEXT DOOR
‘Brutally
and
uncompromisingly
honest,
Sisonke’s
beautifully crafted storytelling enriches the already
extraordinary pool of young African women writers of our
time.’ — Graça Machel
The child of prominent political exiles during South Africa’s
apartheid era, Sisonke Msimang was born in Swaziland and
raised in Zambia, Kenya and Canada. She writes vividly
about these times, her college years in the US, and her
family’s return to South Africa after Mandela’s release in
the 1990s.

Agent Isobel Dixon
Southern Africa Jonathan Ball 2017
(at auction)
UK+US+Can World Editions 2018 (at
auction)
ANZ Text 2018 (at auction)
UK audio Audible
US+Can audio Dreamscape
Germany Haymon Verlag

308 pages

Moving and relevant, ALWAYS ANOTHER COUNTRY is
sometimes as much generous manifesto as memoir,
following the journey of a girl becoming a woman, a
feminist, a campaigner, a mother and a writer. This
powerful and beautiful memoir is a chronicle of a coming of
age, both for a woman and a young democracy.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Sisonke Msimang lives in Perth, Australia. She has a Master’s
Degree in Political Science from the University of Cape
Town, is a Yale World Fellow and Ruth First Fellow. She has
written for The New York Times, The Guardian and
Newsweek, and has been cited and contributed commentary
for Time, Al Jazeera, and the BBC. She appeared at The
Moth, and gave a hugely popular TED Women Talk ‘If a story
moves you, act on it’, seen 1.3m times.
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OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
Gilbert Adair: LOVE AND DEATH ON LONG ISLAND
Samuel Hodder
Giles De'Ath is a British novelist so obstinately old-fashioned that he speaks
of the ‘current fad for videotape recorders’. Caught in the rain one
afternoon, he ducks into a cinema and finds himself watching Hotpants
College II, and gazing upon an American heartthrob named Ronnie Bostock.
Gilbert Adair's novella is a driven depiction of romantic obsession and
frustration, adapted for the excellent film starring John Hurt and Jason
Priestley. Its nuanced characterization of a man who trades restraint for
recklessness is unforgettable. US: Grove Atlantic. Also available: THE
DREAMERS and THE ACT OF ROGER MURGATROYD and more.

Trezza Azzopardi: THE HIDING PLACE
Juliet Pickering
This Booker-shortlisted lyrical tale of an immigrant family in Cardiff has
been compared to Frank McCourt's bleak, stirring memoir Angela's Ashes.
But THE HIDING PLACE need not ‘hide’ behind any ready-made comparisons;
Azzopardi's astonishing, tension-filled debut stands assuredly on its own as a
work of tremendous power and originality. UK: Picador 2001/republished as
a Classic in 2016. Also available: REMEMBER ME, THE SONG HOUSE,
WINTERTON BLUE.
Tatamkhulu Afrika: BITTER EDEN
Isobel Dixon
‘This book will haunt you’ André Aciman. ‘Powerful, melodic, urgent,
honest’ Elizabeth Gilbert. ‘As beautiful as it is heartbreaking’ NPR.
Unforgettable story of men as soldiers, friends, lovers, imprisoned by more
than the harsh life of WWII POW camps. US: Picador; Italy: Playground;
France: Presses de la Cité. UK: Blue Mark Books. Film rights optioned.

Edward Carey: OBSERVATORY MANSIONS
Isobel Dixon
Observatory Mansions is a crumbling apartment block, stranded on a traffic
island and peopled with eccentrics. Alice Orne never stirs from her bed, her
husband lives in his old armchair, and Francis, their son, is a human statue
in the centre of the decaying city. He steals items treasured by others for
his secret exhibition. A wonderfully quirky novel of love, family, obsession,
and learning to reach out to other human beings. Italy: La Nave di Teseo;
Turkey: Ithaki. Also available: HEAP HOUSE & Iremonger Trilogy, ALVA & IRVA,
LITTLE, THE SWALLOWED MAN.
Achmat Dangor: BITTER FRUIT
Isobel Dixon
The last time Silas encountered Lieutenant Du Boise, he was locked a police
van as the lieutenant raped his wife. When Silas sees Du Boise by chance 20
years on, as the Truth & Reconciliation Commission is about to deliver its
report, crimes from the past erupt into the present, splintering a fragile peace.
Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2004 & the IMPAC Literary Prize 2003.
Republished in 2017 as a Picador Africa Classic. Southern Africa (English):
Picador SA 2017; UK: Atlantic Books; US: Grove Atlantic; US Audio: Audible;
Canada: HarperCollins.
Barbara Erskine: WHISPERS IN THE SAND
Isobel Dixon
Reissue of a classic Erskine. Anna Fox decides to retrace a journey her great
grandmother Louisa made in the mid-nineteenth century — a Nile cruise
from Luxor to Aswan. As she follows in Louisa’s footsteps, Anna discovers in
Louisa’s diary a wonderful Victorian love story – and the chilling secret of
the glass bottle she is carrying. She finds herself the victim of a spectral
presence as different eras dramatically intertwine. UK: HarperCollins; US:
Sourcebooks; sold in 12 other countries. Also available: LADY OF HAY,
KINGDOM OF SHADOWS, CHILD OF THE PHOENIX, MIDNIGHT IS A LONELY
PLACE, HOUSE OF ECHOES and more.
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OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
Janice Galloway: THE TRICK IS TO KEEP BREATHING
Juliet Pickering
Award-winning author, with a much translated, much-admired body of work.
From the corner of a darkened room Joy Stone watches herself. As memories of
the deaths of her lover and mother surface unbidden, life for Joy narrows – to
negotiating each day, each encounter, each second; to finding the trick to
keep living. Told with shattering clarity and wry wit. Voted a Top 10 Scottish
Novel in 2013, in print for over 30 years. ‘A searing portrait of a mind in crisis’
— The Scotsman; ‘Tristram Shandy as rewritten by Sylvia Plath’ — New York
Times. UK: Vintage; US: Dalkey Archive Press; France: Cambourakis; Slovenia:
Belatrina. Also available: JELLYFISH, CLARA, FOREIGN PARTS, THIS IS NOT
ABOUT ME, ALL MADE UP, WHERE YOU FIND IT, BLOOD.
Janice Galloway: JELLYFISH
Juliet Pickering
These multi-layered stories not only explore sex and sexuality, but parenthood,
relationships, the connections between generations, death, ambition and loss.
Here are sixteen razor-sharp tales about the raw and poignant stuff of life.
WEL: Granta; WEL audio: Audible.
Cormac James: THE SURFACING
Isobel Dixon
‘Hypnotic and acutely piercing’ Colum McCann. ‘Haunting’ Mail on Sunday.
‘Extraordinary’ John Boyne. 1850: A pregnant stowaway on a ship heading
into the Arctic ice, a conflicted man, a stunning novel of survival. US+Can:
Bellevue Literary Press; ANZ: Text; UK audio: WF Howes; Holland:
Arbeiderspers. Translation grants from Irish Literature Exchange possible.
Manu Joseph: SERIOUS MEN
Isobel Dixon
‘Exuberant’ (TLS) comic novel, and ‘a groundbreaking examination of caste
in contemporary India’ (The Guardian). Winner of The Hindu Best Fiction
award 2010, shortlisted for the Man Asian Literary Prize 2010 and Bollinger
Everyman Wodehouse Prize for Comic Fiction 2011. UKexCan: John Murray;
US: W.W. Norton; Canada: HarperCollins; India: HarperCollins; UK large
print: Thorpe; Brazil: Record; France: Philippe Rey; France (book club):
Grand Livre du Mois; France (pocket ed.): Editions Point; Germany: Klett
Cotta; Germany PB: Suhrkamp; India (Tamil): Ethir Veliyedu; Iraq: AlMada.
Also available: THE ILLICIT HAPPINESS OF OTHER PEOPLE; MISS LAILA,
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
Zakes Mda: WAYS OF DYING
Isobel Dixon
Winner of the M-Net Award for best novel; Winner of the Olive Schreiner
prize; special mention, the CNA Award for best novel; Honourable Mention,
the Noma Award for Best Book in Africa. Magical, tragic, picaresque novel.
Toloki, is a professional mourner in a township: a man as ugly as sin, whose
profession is grief, but possesses an extraordinary innocence, with a great
deal to learn — and teach — about beauty and love. USA: Picador; SA: OUP;
Estonia: Loomingu Raamatukogu; Slovenia: MKZ. Also available: THE HEART
OF REDNESS, THE ZULUS OF NEW YORK and more.
Deon Meyer: FEVER
Isobel Dixon
A powerful standalone, with eerie prescience. A father and son drive across
a desolate South Africa, among the few survivors of a virus that has killed
most of the world's population. Nico realises that he is destined to be his
father's protector, while Willem is searching for a place that can become a
refuge. FEVER is the epic story of a group determined to carve a city out of
chaos. UK: Hodder; US: Grove Atlantic; Canada: Anansi; Afrikaans: Human &
Rousseau; France: Le Seuil; Germany: Aufbau; Holland: AW Bruna; Hungary:
Könyvmolyképző; Poland: Sonia Draga; Film/TV under option. Also
available: the hugely popular Benny Griessel series.
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Christopher Nicholson: WINTER
Isobel Dixon
‘Moving, gripping & illuminating’ David Lodge. ‘Absolutely first-rate, one of
the best Famous Writer Novels’ Alison Lurie, NYRB. The story of Thomas
Hardy’s late life and his last muse, told in 3 voices: the celebrated author;
his second wife; and the young beauty Hardy is infatuated with. UKexCan:
4th Estate; US+Can: Europa; France: Table Ronde; Spain: Gatopardo. Radio
adaptation on BBC Radio 4, stage play on tour. Also available: THE
ELEPHANT KEEPER, AMONG THE SUMMMER SNOWS (NF)
Marlene van Niekerk: AGAAT
Isobel Dixon
Man Booker International shortlisted author of ‘two immense masterpieces’,
TRIOMF and AGAAT. Charts complex relationship between a white woman
and her ‘coloured’ maid. ‘Mesmerizing… brilliant.’ — Toni Morrison. Film
rights sold, Swedish #1 for 8 weeks. UK+Can: Little Brown; US: Tin House
(new edition with intro by Mary Gaitskill); Holland: Querido; Italy: Neri
Pozza; Germany: btb; France: Gallimard; Norway: Press; Sweden: Svante
Weyler; SA: Jonathan Ball. Also available: TRIOMF, THE SNOW SLEEPER.
Lawrence Norfolk: LEMPRIERE’S DICTIONARY
Isobel Dixon
As the 17th century opens, a band of venturers forms the Honourable
Company of Merchants trading from England to the East Indies. In France,
the siege of La Rochelle ends with the massacre of 30,000 men, women and
children. Almost two centuries later, in 1788, John Lemprière published his
classical dictionary. Norfolk tells us how the first two events led to the
third. Winner of the 1992 Somerset Maugham Award for Literature.
Shortlisted for the Aer Lingus International Fiction Award. A New York Times
Notable Book of the Year. In the German hardback bestseller list for
months. UK+Can: Vintage; and 25 countries including US: Grove Atlantic;
France: Grasset; Germany: Knaus etc. Also available: IN THE SHAPE OF A
BOAR, THE POPE’S RHINOCEROS, JOHN SATURNALL’S FEAST.
Gregory Norminton: THE DEVIL’S HIGHWAY
Isobel Dixon
Timely literary novel for fans of Margaret Atwood and William Golding. One
Roman road, over three thousand years. An ancient British boy, discovering
a terrorist plot, must choose between his brother and his tribe. In the 21st
century, two damaged men clash over their claims on the land, and a girl is
caught between them. In the distant future, a gang of feral children
struggles to reach safety in a burning world. UKexCan: 4th Estate. Also
available: THE GHOST WHO BLED (short stories), GHOST PORTRAIT, SERIOUS
THINGS, ARTS AND WONDERS, THE SHIP OF FOOLS.
Sheila O’Flanagan: THE MISSING WIFE
Isobel Dixon
Everyone is shocked when Imogen Naughton vanishes. She has a perfect
marriage. She's always said how lucky she is. So why has she left? And how
will she survive without Vince? A riveting story, set in the sunny south of
France, of a woman determined to escape, the man who wants to find her
and the friends and family unaware of the dark truth. THE MISSING WIFE
broke Sheila’s record for the number of weeks in Ireland’s top 5 chart.
UK+Can: Headline; US: Grand Central. Sold in 8 translation territories.
Monique Roffey: ARCHIPELAGO
Isobel Dixon
Winner OCM Bocas Prize 2013. A flood destroys Gavin Weald's home in
Trinidad and rips his family apart. A year later he returns to his house and
tries to start over, but his daughter's nightmares about the torrents make
life there unbearable. So father and daughter — and their dog — embark
upon an epic voyage to make peace with the waters. US: Viking; UK+Can:
S&S; Brazil: Bertrand; Norway: Juritzen Forlag. Also available: THE WOMAN
ON THE GREEN BICYCLE, HOUSE OF ASHES and other titles, including her
sixth novel THE MERMAID OF BLACK CONCH.
71

