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Five Strangers
by E.V. Adamson

Five strangers. One horrific event. What did they see?
When disgraced journalist Jen Hunter witnesses a horrific murdersuicide on Hampstead Heath one February alongside four strangers,
she is compelled to find out what really happened that day. They all
saw Daniel kill his girlfriend, Vicky – but can they trust their own
memories?
Jen’s best friend, Bex, is worried about her. She knows Jen hasn’t
always been the most stable of women. She knows about the lies. She
knows why Jen lost her job at the paper.
As the lives of the Parliament Hill witnesses begin to unravel, one
thing becomes clear: there is more to what happened that day on the
heath.
And Jen needs to find out the truth – even at a cost.
E.V. ADAMSON is the pseudonym for Andrew Wilson, a novelist, biographer and journalist. He is also a
creative writing mentor on the Gold Dust scheme and a tutor on Faber Academy’s online crime writing
course.
UK publication date: HarperCollins – May 2021
Praise for Five Strangers:
‘Meticulously plotted with an ending I really didn’t see coming.’ – Sarah Vaughan, author of Anatomy Of A
Scandal
‘An ‘of-the-moment’ mystery which keeps you wondering until the final page.’ – Jane Corry, author of I
Made A Mistake
‘A powerful psychological thriller… gripping and ingenuous… Like Gone Girl and Girl on a Train, Five
Strangers is a rollercoaster until the very end.’ – Tanith Carey, journalist and author
‘A twisty, dark, urban thriller.’ – Cass Green
‘Following a startingly original opening, this tense mystery reels you in and never lets go!’ – Abby Davies,
author of Mother Loves Me
Rights sales for Five Strangers: UK (HarperCollins), US (Scarlet), Korea (Daewon)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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The Women of Troy
By Pat Barker

Troy has fallen. The Greeks have won their bitter war. They can
return home victors, loaded with their spoils: their stolen gold,
stolen weapons, stolen women. All they need is a good wind to lift
their sails.
But the wind does not come. The gods are offended – the body of
Priam lies desecrated, unburied – and so the victors remain in limbo,
camped in the shadow of the city they destroyed, pacing at the edge
of an unobliging sea. And, in these empty, restless days, the coalition
that held them together begins to fray, old feuds resurface and
suspicions fester.
Largely unnoticed by her squabbling captors, Briseis remains in the
Greek encampment. She forges alliances where she can – with young, rebellious Amina, with defiant, aged
Hecuba, with Calchus, the disgraced priest – and begins to see the path to a kind of revenge. Briseis has
survived the Trojan War, but peacetime may turn out to be even more dangerous…
PAT BARKER is the author of 13 novels and has won the Booker Prize for Fiction, the Fawcett Society
Book Prize, and the Guardian Fiction Prize. She was awarded a CBE in 2000.
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton – 26th August 2021
Praise for previous title, The Silence of the Girls:
✦ Shortlisted for the 2019 Women’s Prize for Fiction ✦
✦ Shortlisted for the 2018 Costa Book Award ✦
✦ Shortlisted for the 2019 Gordon Burn Prize ✦
✦ A Sunday Times Bestseller; over 200,000 copies sold in the UK ✦
‘A searing twist on The Iliad... Chilling, powerful, audacious.’ – The Times
‘A stunning return to form.’ – Observer
‘Barker is a writer at the peak of her powers.’ – Irish Times
Rights sales for The Women of Troy: UK (Hamish Hamilton), US (Doubleday), Arabic (Aserelkotob),
France (Charleston), Italy (Stile Libero), Japan (Hayakawa), Lithuania (Baltos Lankos), Netherlands (Ambo
Anthos), Portugal (Quetzal), Romania (Pandora), Spain (Siruela), Turkey (Ithaki)
Rights sales for previous title, The Silence of the Girls: UK (Hamish Hamilton), US (Doubleday),
Arabic (Aserelkotob), Bulgaria (Labyrinth), China (Shanghai Elegant People Book), Czech Republic
(Vysehrad), Greece (Aiora), France (Charleston), Germany (MVG), Indonesia (PT Gramedia), Italy (Stile
Libero), Japan (Hayakawa), Korea (Sam & Parkers), Lithuania (Baltos Lankos), Netherlands (Ambo
Anthos), Portugal (Quetzal), Romania (Pandora), Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Siruela), Sweden (Albert
Bonniers), Taiwan (China Times), Turkey (Yabanci); Film and TV rights: optioned by Element
Films/BBC Films
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Assembly

by Natasha Brown
♦An Observer debut novelist of 2021♦
Blistering and unignorable, exhilarating and fearless, a
debut literary novel from an astonishing new talent in
British fiction, for fans of Claudia Rankine, Jenny Offill and
Bernardine Evaristo
Come of age in the credit crunch. Be civil in a hostile environment.
Step out into a world of Go Home vans. Go to Oxbridge, get an
education, start a career. Do all the right things. Buy a flat. Buy art.
Buy a sort of happiness. But above all, keep your head down. Keep
quiet. And keep going.
The narrator of Assembly is a Black British woman. She is preparing
to attend a lavish garden party at her boyfriend’s family estate, set
deep in the English countryside. At the same time, she is considering the carefully assembled pieces of
herself. As the minutes tick down and the future beckons, she can’t escape the question: is it time to take it
all apart?
Assembly is a story about the stories we live within – those of race and class, safety and freedom, winners
and losers. And it is about one woman daring to take control of her own story, even at the cost of her life.
NATASHA BROWN has spent a decade working in financial services, after studying Maths at Cambridge
University. She developed Assembly after receiving a 2019 London Writers Award in the literary fiction
category.
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton – 3rd June 2021
Praise for Assembly:

♦Selected by the Guardian as a Book to Watch in 2021♦
♦Selected by Cosmopolitan as part of their list of books by Black and POC authors
to look out for in 2021♦
‘Diamond sharp … Written in a distilled, minimalist prose, Assembly is illuminating on everything from
micro aggressions in the workplace, to the reality of living in the “hostile environment”, to the legacy of
British colonialism.’ – Observer
‘Natasha Brown’s exquisite prose, daring structure and understated elegance are utterly captivating. She is
a stunning new writer.’ – Bernardine Evaristo
‘Bold and original, with a cool intelligence, and so very truthful about the colonialist structure of British
society: how it has poisoned even our language, making its necessary dismantling almost the stuff of dreams.
I take hope from Assembly, not just for our literature but also for our slow awakening.’ – Diana Evans
‘Assembly is brilliant. Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway meets Citizen by Claudia Rankine. Natasha Brown’s
ability to slide between the tiniest, most telling detail and the edifice of history, the assemblage of so many
lives in so many times and places, is as breathtakingly graceful as it is mercilessly true.’ – Olivia Sudjic
Rights sales for Assembly: UK (Hamish Hamilton), US (Little, Brown), Brazil (Alaude), Catalan (L’Altra),
France (Grasset), Germany (Suhrkamp), Netherlands (De Geus), Portugal (Porto), Taiwan (Chi Ming)
Agent: Emma Paterson
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Snow Country

by Sebastian Faulks
♦ Chosen by the Observer, Independent, Daily Mail and
Guardian as a book to watch in 2021 ♦
1914
Young Anton Heideck has arrived in Vienna, eager to make his
name as a journalist. While working part-time as a private tutor, he
encounters Delphine, a woman who mixes startling candour with
deep reserve. Entranced by the light of first love, Anton feels
himself blessed.
Until his country declares war on hers.
1927
For Lena, life with a drunken mother in a small town has been impoverished and cold. She is convinced
she can amount to nothing until a young lawyer, Rudolf Plischke, spirits her away to Vienna. But the
capital proves unforgiving. Lena leaves her metropolitan dream behind to take a menial job at the snowbound sanatorium, the Schloss Seeblick.
1933
Still struggling to come terms with the loss of so many friends on the Eastern Front, Anton, now an
established writer, is commissioned by a magazine to visit the mysterious Schloss Seeblick. In this place of
healing, on the banks of a silvery lake, where the depths of human suffering and the chances of redemption
are explored, two people will see each other as if for the first time.
Sweeping across Europe as it recovers from one war and hides its face from the coming of another, SNOW
COUNTRY is a landmark novel of exquisite yearnings, dreams of youth and the sanctity of hope. In elegant,
shimmering prose, Sebastian Faulks has produced a work of timeless resonance.
SEBASTIAN FAULKS’s books include A Possible Life, Human Traces, On Green Dolphin Street, Engleby,
Birdsong, A Week in December and Where My Heart Used to Beat.
UK publication date: Hutchinson – 2nd September 2021
Praise for previous title, Paris Echo:
‘Superb... Weaves winningly between the present and the Second World War, between Tangier and Paris.’
– Observer
‘Brimming with Faulks’s deep affection for Paris. His outsider’s interest in quirky street names and quaint
corners transports his readers there too. And in the end, the book is powered by his ambition to evoke that
place, its ghostliness, those spectres of history, lurking around every beautiful avenue.’ ― Guardian
‘A brilliantly plotted and occasionally hallucinatory novel, in which the author’s genius for literary
ventriloquism is shown off to startling effect.’ ― New Statesman
‘Doesn’t disappoint… Faulks is doing what he does best.’ ― The Times
Rights sales for Snow Country: UK (Hutchinson), Greece (Klidarithmos)
Rights sales for previous title, Paris Echo: UK (Hutchinson), US (Holt), Greece (Klidarithmos), Italy
(Neri Pozza), Lithuania (Jotema), Russia (Sindbad)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Iron Curtain

by Vesna Goldsworthy
Loosely inspired by Medea, Iron Curtain tells
the poignant story of an East-West love affair between
Milena, a privileged “red princess” in a Soviet satellite
state and Jason, a gifted young Anglo-Irish poet on the
make.
Milena, daughter of the Vice President, lives a privileged life in
her gilded cage; defiant yet resigned to the system.
Then one day the Youth Palace’s cultural programme invites a
young Western poet to speak: Jason Connor, recipient of the
Shelley Prize for his debut collection, and Milena is assigned to
interpret for him. Idealistic, romantic and woefully underprepared for the Eastern European winter, Jason
is exposed to a way of life he’d never imagined. Milena, unprepared for love, sees her way to freedom.
When Milena defies her family and regime to marry Jason, she finds herself in the drab, politically charged
world of 1980s England. There, without the trappings of her family, she encounters the West through the
prism of British life, and its strange class system in all its peculiarities.
As Margaret Thatcher emerges from the rubble of a Brighton bomb, we know that that world too is about
to be swept away.
Combining sharp wit and acute observation with a delicate melancholy, Iron Curtain draws upon
Goldsworthy’s unique autobiographical experience to conjure two lost cultures, telling a story of change,
disenchantment and revenge.
VESNA GOLDSWORTHY is a writer who was once a member of an East European communist party,
then a BBC journalist covering the wars which destroyed her native Yugoslavia, and finally a bestselling
British novelist, memoirist and award-winning poet, with two books serialised by the BBC.
Publication date: Chatto & Windus – Spring 2022
Praise for Iron Curtain:
‘This cold-climate Medea retains the grace and resilience of literary art while wading deep into the most
riveting human drama, in which people are not so much motivated as ordained by history to enact and
desire certain things. Vesna Goldsworthy’s masterly novel interrogates the very notions of character and
narrative and fate, while offering the most scintillating example of how a story can and should be made
from them. She is at once the most impartial and the tenderest of observers, a bold dramatist and a subtle
humorist, and she has written a book so full of steel and compassion that it stands glitteringly apart.’
– Rachel Cusk
Rights sales for previous title, Gorsky: UK (Chatto & Windus), US Overlook Press), Bulgaria (Edna
Lyubovna Istoria, Obsidian), Catalan (Angle Editorial), Germany (Zsolnay Verlag), Netherlands (Meridiaan
Uitgevers), Italy (Mondadori), Poland (Proszynski i S-ka), Romania (Humanitas), Serbia (Geopoetika), Spain
(Edhasa), Sweden (Massolit Forlag)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Diary of a Film

by Niven Govinden
♦ Chosen by Cosmopolitan as a best book by Black and POC
authors in 2021♦
♦ Chosen by the Observer, Independent and Guardian as a book
to watch in 2021 ♦
An auteur, together with his lead actors, is at a prestigious European
festival to premier his latest film.
Alone one morning at a backstreet café, he strikes up a conversation with
a local woman who takes him on a walk to uncover the city’s secrets,
historic and personal. As the walk unwinds, a story of love and tragedy
emerges, and he begins to see the chance meeting as fate. He is entranced,
wholly clear in his mind: her story must surely form the basis for his next
film.
This is a novel about the sometimes troubled, sometimes ecstatic creative process, and the toll it takes on
its makers. But it is also a novel about stories, and the ongoing question of who has the right to tell them.
NIVEN GOVINDEN is the author of five previous novels, most recently This Brutal House, which was
longlisted for the Jhalak Prize and shortlisted for the 2019 Gordon Burn Prize and 2020 and Polari Prize.
UK publication date: Dialogue Books – 18th February 2021
Praise for Diary of a Film:
‘A beautiful, poignant novel of love and longing… Govinden lands on a perfect tone here for ruminating
on the perils and consolations of creating art. His book is about putting work into the world and waiting
for the splash, or set of ripples, it might cause, but it’s also about the responsibility any retelling owes to its
source, and the often-unheeded problems with plundering a story that isn’t yours.’ – Daily Telegraph, 5* review
‘[Echoes of] Cesare Pavese and Natalia Ginzburg… there is also some of the uncanniness of Kazuo
Ishiguro’s The Unconsoled. This is a wise and skilfully controlled novel that can be read in an afternoon, but
which radiates in the mind for much longer.’ – Financial Times
‘A beguiling exploration of artistic obsession.’ – Guardian
‘A luxurious hymn to cinema and love…Govinden’s prose flows with the smooth lilt of a moving camera.’
– iPaper
‘Precision engineered European modernism from a master stylist. It’s a gorgeous novel.’ – Max Porter
‘An absorbing, empathetic insight into the nature of creative choices.’ – Jonathan Coe
‘Set amongst the gourmet surroundings of a Northern Italian film festival, it reads like an elegy for a justgone era.’ – Paul Mendez, author of Rainbow Milk
‘Sentence by sentence, one of the most beautiful novels I’ve read all year.’ – Nikesh Shukla
Agent: Lisa Baker
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The High House

by Jessie Greengrass
♦ Chosen by the Guardian, Independent and New Statesman as
a most anticipated novel of 2021 ♦
Francesca is Caro’s stepmother, and Pauly’s mother. A scientist, she can
see what is going to happen.
The high house was once her holiday home; now looked after by
Grandy and Sally, she has turned it into an ark, for when the time comes.
The mill powers the generator; the orchard is carefully pruned; the
greenhouse has all its glass intact. Almost a family, but not quite, they
plant, store seed, and watch the weather carefully.
The High House is a novel of the extraordinary and of the everyday. It
explores how we get used to change that once seemed unthinkable, how we place the needs of our families
against the needs of others – and it asks us who, if we had to, we would save.
JESSIE GREENGRASS’s first novel, Sight, was shortlisted for the Women’s Prize for Fiction and
longlisted for the Wellcome Book Prize. Her debut story collection, An Account of the Decline of the Great Auk,
According to One Who Saw It, won the Edge Hill Prize 2016 and a Somerset Maugham Award, and she was
shortlisted for the PFD/Sunday Times Young Writer of the Year.
UK publication date: Swift Press – 1st April 2021
Praise for The High House:
‘In the tradition of Lively, Hazzard, Fitzgerald, Ishiguro and Brookner, Jessie Greengrass is a master
observer of inter-human atmosphere; exquisitely good on oddity, unease, yearning and disquiet. The High
House is about the great crisis of our time, but is an unconventional domestic drama performed on an
intimate stage. It shows us what strange shapeless agony comes of loving one another, being alive together,
preparing for the end of one story or the beginning of the next.’ – Max Porter
‘The future imagined in this brave, important, and exquisitely written novel is a frightening one. But even
the darkest times are lit by moments of beauty and grace, and the reader is uplifted by Greengrass’s
conviction that salvation lies not in competing with one another to survive but in uniting to help those we
love.’ – Sigrid Nunez
‘I would read anything Jessie Greengrass writes. She excels in the small moments of our long lives. This
book is completely beautiful.’ – Daisy Johnson
‘Profoundly moving, this is an incisive yet hopeful reflection on how to move forward together, after
everything ends.’ – Julianne Pachico
‘[An] exquisite second novel. Both a portrait of an unconventional family and of inexorable environmental
tragedy, I found this extraordinarily moving.’ – The Bookseller
Rights sales for The High House: UK (Swift), US (Scribner), France (Gallimard), Germany
(Kiepenheuer & Witsch), Italy (Bompiani), Turkey (Timas Basim Ticaret)
Agent: Lisa Baker
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The Harpy
by Megan Hunter
♦ A Bookseller Highlight of the Season ♦
♦ An Evening Standard Pick of the Season ♦
♦ A HuffPost Book of the Autumn ♦
Lucy and Jake live in a house by a field where the sun burns like a ball
of fire. Lucy has set her career aside in order to devote the hours of
her life to the children, to their finely tuned routine, and to the house
itself, which comforts her like an old, sly friend. But then a man calls
one afternoon: his wife has been having an affair with Lucy’s husband,
he wants her to know.
The revelation marks a turning point: Lucy and Jake decide to stay
together, but in a special arrangement designed to even the score and
save their marriage, she will hurt him three times. As the couple submit
to a delicate game of crime and punishment, Lucy herself begins to change, surrendering to a transformation
of both mind and body from which there is no return.
Told in dazzling, musical prose, The Harpy is a dark, staggering fairy tale, at once mythical and otherworldly
and fiercely contemporary. It is a novel of love, marriage and its failures; of power, control and revenge; of
metamorphosis and renewal.
MEGAN HUNTER was born in Manchester in 1984, and studied English Literature at Sussex and
Cambridge. Her poetry has been shortlisted for the Bridport Prize and she was a finalist for the Aesthetica
Creative Writing Award. The End We Start From, her first novel, has been translated into seven languages,
was shortlisted for Novel of the Year at the 2017 Books Are My Bag Readers Awards, was longlisted for
the Aspen Words Prize and was a finalist for the Barnes & Noble Discover Prize.
UK publication date: Picador – 3rd September 2020
Praise for The Harpy:
‘With shades of Carmen Maria Machado and Karen Russell, Hunter turns in an unforgettable magical realist
story of power, revenge, and transformation.’ – Esquire
‘Hunter succeeds fantastically in combining the naturalism of domestic drama with an atmosphere of
crackling mysticism.’ – Literary Review
‘A gripping, psychologically astute account of a relationship in free-fall.’ – Scotland on Sunday
‘This surreal, eviscerating work of fiction lays bare the drudgery of suburban marriage and delves into
institutionalised gender roles.’ – Irish Times
‘Hunter has articulated female rage in a way that lives on in your bones and in your gut. A genuinely thrilling
read, one long beautiful scream.’ – Evie Wyld
‘Devastating in its evocation of the expense and sometimes fatal strain of passion, grief, and rage.’ – Susanna
Moore, author of In The Cut
Right sales for The Harpy: UK (Picador), US (Grove), Estonia (Rahva Raamat), France (Globe),
Germany (Beck), Spain (Vegueta Ediciones), Turkey (Epsilon)
Agent: Emma Paterson
13

How We Are Translated
by Jessica Gaitán Johannesson
♦ A Foyle’s Debut Highlight for 2021 ♦

People say ‘I’m sorry’ all the time when it can mean both ‘I’m
sorry I hurt you’ and ‘I’m sorry someone else did something I
have nothing to do with’. It’s like the English language gave up
on trying to find a word for sympathy which wasn’t also the
word for guilt.
Swedish immigrant Kristin won’t talk about the Project growing inside
her. Her Brazilian-born Scottish boyfriend Ciaran won’t speak English
at all; he is trying to immerse himself in a Swedish språkbad language
bath, to prepare for their future, whatever the fick that means. Their
Edinburgh flat is starting to feel very small.
As this young couple is forced to confront the thing that they are both avoiding, they must reckon with the
bigger questions of the world outside, and their places in it.
JESSICA GAITAN JOHANNESSON grew up with two first languages (Spanish and Swedish) and now
writes in a third. She is a bookseller at Mr B’s in Bath and an activist, working for urgent action on the
climate and ecological crisis.
UK publication date: Scribe – 11th February 2021
Praise for How We Are Translated:
‘Brimming with ideas and promise’ – Sunday Times
‘With echoes of Ali Smith and George Saunders, How We Are Translated explores themes of identity and
intimacy with admirable sensitivity and wit.’ – Julianne Pachico, author of The Anthill
‘One of the gentlest and most patient, humane, and quirky things I have read in a long time ... Hugely
original.’ – Niamh Campbell, author of This Happy
‘How We Are Translated is the most contemporary of novels; set somehow both in the now and in the distant
past; in one city that could be many cities, and in two different languages, though also in defiance of
language, with as much focus on the silences between words as the words themselves. It’s a novel that
maintains just the right balance of oddity, intimacy and illumination. It’s a novel that anyone interested in
the future of the English novel needs to read!’ – Sara Baume, author of Spill Simmer Falter Wither
‘Our bodies and languages are made new to us again through Jessica Gaitán Johannesson’s wild and playful
novel. Laying bare the absurdity of the idea of a common tongue, she takes us on an adventure through
private and public languages ― those which ebb and flow between lovers or arise out of necessity in a
workplace obsessed with authenticity. How We Are Translated gets at the heart of how language holds us,
tears at us, and can bring us close in spite of, or because of, its inevitable imperfections.’ – Saskia Vogel,
author of Permission
Rights sales for How We Are Translated: World English (Scribe)
Agent: Lisa Baker
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Sisters

by Daisy Johnson
♦ A Sunday Times Summer Read ♦
♦ A New York Times Notable Book of 2020 ♦
♦ A Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2020 ♦
Something unspeakable has happened to sisters July and September.
Desperate for a fresh start, their mother Sheela moves them across the
country to an old family house that has a troubled life of its own. Noises
come from behind the walls. Lights flicker of their own accord. The dank
basement, where July and September once made a blood promise to each
other, is deeply disquieting.
In their new, unsettling surroundings, July finds that the fierce bond she’s
always had with September is beginning to change in ways she cannot
understand.
Taut, transfixing and profoundly moving, Sisters explodes with the fury and joy of adolescence.
UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – 13th August 2020
Praise for Sisters:
‘Daisy Johnson is the demon offspring of Shirley Jackson and Stephen King.’ – The Observer
‘Builds a gothic plot to an artful and shocking climax.’ – The New York Times
‘A short, sharp explosion of a gothic thriller whose tension ratchets up and up to an ending of extraordinary
lyricism and virtuosity.’ – Guardian
‘A short, sharp shock of a book… an impressive read.’ – Spectator
‘A masterful follow-up to her debut, Johnson’s novel is quietly terrifying.’ – Evening Standard
‘Deeply unnerving and unnervingly prescient.’ – Vogue
‘Johnson . . . brings her nuanced sense of menace and intimate understanding of the perils of loving too
much to this latest entry in her developing canon of dark places where the unspeakable speaks and speaks.
A subtle book that brings to bear all its author’s prodigious skill. A must read.’ – Kirkus Reviews (starred
review)
‘In achingly lyrical prose, Johnson employs alternating narratives, divulging and withholding information
by turns, keeping the reader unsure of what to believe. When the revelations hit, they are intensely powerful.
Readers of classic gothic fiction will find a contemporary master of the craft here.’ – Publishers
Weekly (starred review)
Rights sales for Sisters: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Riverhead), Arabic (Dar Al Mada), China (Shanghai
Literature and Art), Denmark (Screaming Books), France (Stock), Germany (BTB), Italy (Fazi), Japan
(Sogensha), Netherlands (Koppernik), Poland (Swiat Ksiazki), Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Periferica de Libros);
Film and TV Rights: Element Films and BBC Films
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
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How the One-Armed Sister
Sweeps Her House
by Cherie Jones

♦ Barnes and Noble Discovers pick for February ♦
♦ A Good Morning America Book Club pick ♦
In Baxter’s Beach, Barbados, Lala’s grandmother Wilma tells the story
of the one-armed sister, a cautionary tale about what happens to girls
who disobey their mothers. For Wilma, it’s the story of a wilful
adventurer, who ignores the warnings of those around her, and
suffers as a result.
When Lala grows up, she sees it offers hope - of life after losing a
baby in the most terrible of circumstances and marrying the wrong
man. And Mira Whalen? It’s about keeping alive, trying to make sense
of the fact that her husband has been murdered, and she didn’t get the chance to tell him that she loved
him after all.
How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps Her House is the powerful, intense story of three marriages, and of a beautiful
island paradise where, beyond the white sand beaches and the wealthy tourists, lies poverty, menacing
violence and the story of the sacrifices some women make to survive.
CHERIE JONES was born in Barbados in 1974. She is a graduate of the MA programme at Sheffield
Hallam University, where she won both the Archie Markham Award and the A.M. Heath Prize.
UK publication date: Headline – 21st January 2021
Praise for How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps Her House:
♦ Chosen by Oprah as a 2021 Book Pick ♦ Editor’s pick in the New York Times ♦
♦ Chosen by the Washington Post as a February highlight ♦
♦ A Bookseller debut highlight for 2021 ♦ A Foyle’s debut highlight for 2021 ♦
♦ Chosen by Cosmopolitan as one of the best books by Black and POC authors in 2021 ♦
‘Dazzling… The main culprit in this book is patriarchy itself, with its view of masculinity as narrow as the
tunnels beneath Baxter’s village. It’s a masculinity so fragile, toxic and entitled that it would rather kill and
die than endure a perceived insult.’ – New York Times
‘Rare is the first book that reveals the writer fully formed, the muscles and sinews of her sentences firm and
taut, the voice distinctly her own… Here’s the launch of a stellar literary career.’ – Washington Post
‘Intensely compelling... a startling achievement.’ – Guardian
‘A crime-riddled literary novel, Jones’s atmospheric debut has a multiracial, multigenerational cast who are
brilliantly and even-handedly portrayed.’ – Sunday Times
‘A hard-hitting and unflinching novel from a bold new writer.’ – Bernardine Evaristo
Rights sales for How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps Her House: UK (Headline), US (Little Brown),
Canada (Harper Collins), France (Calmann-Levy), Germany (CulturBooks)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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On behalf of Antony Harwood

Afraid of the Light
by Douglas Kennedy

Brendan has always lived a careful, constrained life. A salesman who
never liked the work, he's a man who has stayed in his marriage and
his faith because it was what was expected of him. But now, having
lost his job after corporate downsizing and on the cusp of sixty, he
finds himself scrambling to somehow stay afloat in the only Los
Angeles work on offer to a man his age - driving for Uber.
When one of his rides, a retired professor named Elise, asks to be
dropped off outside an abortion clinic where she now volunteers,
Brendan finds himself literally driving right into the virulent epicentre
of one of the major issues of our time, engulfing his life in the process.
A novel of high suspense and considerable moral complexity, Afraid
of the Light is a tough, affecting social thriller that speaks volumes
about the corrosive divisions of our troubled times.
DOUGLAS KENNEDY’s previous novels include the critically-acclaimed bestsellers The Big Picture, The
Pursuit of Happiness and The Moment. He is also the author of three highly-praised travel books. The Big
Picture was filmed with Romain Duris and Catherine Deneuve; The Woman in the Fifth with Ethan Hawke
and Kristen Scott Thomas. His work has been translated into twenty-two languages. In 2007 he was
awarded the French decoration of Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, and in 2009 the inaugural Grand
Prix de Figaro.
UK publication date: Hutchinson – 8th July 2021
Praise for Douglas Kennedy:
‘The absolute master of love stories with heart-stopping twists.’ – The Times
‘Kennedy is skilled at zigzag plotting, blending domestic twists with turns created by global affairs.’
– Observer
‘Palm-tingling sensation ... captivating ... a completely convincing imaginative performance ... enthralling.’
– The Times
Rights sales for Afraid of the Light: France (Belfond), Korea (Balgunsesang)
Rights sales for previous title, Isabelle in the Afternoon: UK (Hutchinson), Bulgaria (Colibri), Catalan
(Enciclopedia), France (Belfond), Korea (Balgunsesang), Spain (Arpa)
Agent: Antony Harwood
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Highway Blue

by Ailsa McFarlane
♦An Observer debut novelist of 2021♦
A hypnotic debut of broken love on the run, from a blazingly
original young writer

“In front of me the long length of the road wound out, wound
out and wound on under hot sky. And I drove . . .”
In the lonely, beat-up town of San Padua, Anne Marie can never get
the sound of the ocean out of her head. And it’s here—dog-walking by
day, working bars by night—where she tries to forget about her exhusband, Cal: both their brief marriage and their long estrangement.
But when Cal shows up on Anne Marie’s doorstep one day, he upends her world once again. A gun goes
off in a violent accident, hurling the two of them on the road in escape.
Through sweaty motel rooms and dark parking lots full of whiskey-soaked souls and fair-weather friends,
Anne Marie sifts through the consequences of their crime. But this is also her search for love, in all its
broken forms, and how the pursuit of love is, in turn, a kind of redemption.
Written in spare, shimmering prose, Highway Blue is a novel of being lost and found across a vast, mythical
American landscape, and a moving look at life on society’s margins. With all the grace of a latter-day Denis
Johnson, it introduces an electrifyingly singular and brilliant new voice.
AILSA MCFARLANE was born in 1997 in Seattle, Washington, and grew up in Snowdonia in the United
Kingdom. After leaving school, she studied veterinary science before dropping out to travel the United
States and Europe by road. Highway Blue is her first novel.
UK publication date: Harvill Secker – 6th May 2021
Praise for Highway Blue:
‘[A] beautiful, sun-drenched road story… It’s a novel that’s in love with the idea of America, both
contemporary in its concerns and deeply nostalgic, full of Edward Hopper diners and faded blue jeans.’
– Observer
‘This novel will take you down darkened alleyways and along sweltering open highways. I loved this book
— dark, glimmering, journeying deep into modern America on a knife edge between love and dependence.’
– Rosie Price, author of What Red Was
‘Hypnotic, stylish, cinematic. The even prose perfectly conjures the landscape, the road, the waves, while
the trance-like repetition holds you captive to each sentence, like a blues song or an incantation.’ – Olivia
Sudjic, author of Asylum Road
‘Highway Blue is a road novel, a love story, a coming of age, but with sentences so sharply wrought, characters
so achingly precise, that it feels new and fresh and utterly alive.’ —Lynn Steger Strong, author of Want
Rights sales for Highway Blue: UK (Harvill Secker), US (Hogarth)
Agent: Emma Paterson
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Castles From Cobwebs
by J. A. Mensah

✦ Winner of the inaugural NorthBound Book Award ✦

I’d always known that I was Brown. Black was different
though; it came announced. Black came with expectations, of
rhythm and other things that might trip me up.
Imani is a foundling. Rescued as a baby and raised by nuns on a remote
Northumbrian island, she grows up with an ever-increasing feeling of
displacement. Full of questions, Imani turns to her shadow, Amarie,
and her friend, Harold. When Harold can’t find the answers, she puts
it down to what the nuns call her ‘greater purpose’.
At nineteen, Imani answers a phone call that will change her life: she
is being called to Accra after the sudden death of her biological mother.
Past, present, faith and reality are spun together in this enthralling debut. Following her transition from
innocence to understanding, Imani’s experience illuminates the stories we all tell to make ourselves whole.
J.A. MENSAH is a British writer of Ghanaian heritage. She has written for theatre with a focus on human
rights narratives and the testimonies of survivors and she was Leverhulme Artist in Residence at the Centre
for Applied Human Rights at the University of York. She holds a PhD in Literature and Creative Writing
from Newcastle University. Castles From Cobwebs, her first novel, won the NorthBound Book Award in 2019.
UK publication date: Saraband – 18th February 2021
Praise for Castles from Cobwebs:
‘A compelling exploration of memory, race, mothers and the fractured self, Mensah questions the
frameworks through which we understand the world and interrogates how to put disparate parts of our
identities together to become the most true version of ourselves.’ – Jessica Andrews, author of Saltwater
‘From start to finish, I was spellbound… I absolutely love this book.’ – Yvonne Battle-Felton, author of
Remembered
‘Real, powerful and unique.’ – Chitra Ramaswamy
‘Lyrical and magical … a powerful and very readable novel.’ – Louise Maskill
Rights sales for Castles From Cobwebs: UK (Saraband)
Agent: Lisa Baker
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Ten Thousand Tongues
by Onyi Nwabineli
Here are three things you should know about my husband:
1. He was the great love of my life despite his penchant for
going incommunicado
2. He was, as far as I and everyone else could tell, perfectly
happy. Which is significant because…
3. On New Year’s Eve, he committed suicide
And here is one thing you should know about me:
1. I found him.
Bonus fact: No. I am not okay.
Ten Thousand Tongues is a compassionate yet unflinching look at a family affected by the tragedy of suicide.
Eve’s acerbic and darkly funny voice gives a new and relatable take on the ongoing trauma of bereavement
and how, alongside a terrible loss, there is still solace, and even joy, to be found.
Eve and Quentin were happy. Until they weren’t. Now Eve is a widow, not a wife, and she’s tearing herself
apart with grief that Q is gone forever, and guilt that she didn’t realise anything was wrong. She avoids her
Nigerian family’s attempts to get her to ‘talk about it’ and ‘get out of bed’ and instead chooses sedatives
and silence. It is clear to everyone around her that Eve isn’t coping and the irony is she has never had more
to cope with in her life, not least her mother-in-law, Aspen, and her never-ending, unanswerable, souldestroying questions about why Q did what he did. But Eve isn’t looking for a reason why, she’s just trying
to make it through the day. And when she discovers she is pregnant she has to decide whether she can be
the kind of mother Q’s baby deserves, or if she can bear to go through with it without him.
Ten Thousand Tongues is about Eve and Q; when they met, when they fell in love, when he died. It’s a novel
filled with humanity, warmth and tenderness whilst still squaring up to the difficult, and often irreconcilable,
emotions that suicide leaves in its wake.
ONYI NWABINELI is a 34 year old tech consultant living and working in London. Ten Thousand Tongues
is her first novel.
Publication date: Graydon House – Autumn 2022
Rights sales for Ten Thousand Tongues: World English (HarperCollins – Graydon House)
Agent: Amy St Johnston
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Dark Neighbourhood
by Vanessa Onwuemezi

At the border with another world a line of people wait for the gates
to open.
On the floor of a lonely room a Born Winner runs through his life
achievements and losses.
In a suburban garden a man witnesses a murder that pushes him out
into the community.
In a landscape on the edge of time, the characters of Dark
Neighbourhood struggle to realise the human ideals of love and
freedom. They journey through the depths of alienation, loss and shame, and in doing so, unearth questions
about human existence: How well do we really know ourselves? How much do we get caught up and lost
in what can't be said? Observing their own worlds with detached eyes and hallucinatory vision, these
characters themselves begin to fragment and disappear as the line between dream and reality dissolves.
VANESSA ONWUEMEZI is a writer from London. After degrees in Biological Sciences and Cognitive
and Evolutionary Anthropology at Oxford she completed an MA in Creative Writing at the University of
Birkbeck. Her short fiction and essays have been published in The White Review, frieze, Prototype
Magazine and Five Dials. Her story ‘At the Heart of Things’ won the 2019 White Review Short Story Prize.
UK publication date: Fitzcarraldo – October 2021
Praise for Dark Neighbourhood:
‘Onwuemezi’s writing is a breath of fresh air. This collection is a marvel.’ – Daisy Johnson
Rights sales for Dark Neighbourhood: UK (Fitzcarraldo Editions)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
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Emily Noble’s Disgrace
by Mary Paulson-Ellis

The case is unexceptional, that is what I know. A house full of
stuff left behind by a dead woman, abandoned at the last . . .
When trauma cleaner Essie Pound makes a gruesome discovery in the
derelict Edinburgh boarding house she is sent to clean, it brings her
into contact with a young policewoman, Emily Noble, who has her own
reasons to solve the case.
As the two women embark on a journey into the heart of a forgotten
family, the investigation prompts fragmented memories of their own
traumatic histories - something Emily has spent a lifetime attempting
to bury, and Essie a lifetime trying to lay bare.
Emily Noble’s Disgrace is the third novel from Mary Paulson-Ellis, the bestselling author of The Other Mrs
Walker.
MARY PAULSON-ELLIS lives in Edinburgh. She has an MLitt in Creative Writing from the University
of Glasgow and was awarded the inaugural Curtis Brown Prize for Fiction in 2009 and the Literature Works
First Page Prize in 2013. Her debut novel, The Other Mrs Walker was a Times bestseller and Waterstones
Scottish Book of the Year. Mary was Highly Commended as a Rising Star in the DIVA Literary Awards
and shortlisted as a Breakthrough Author in the Books Are My Bag Readers Awards 2017. In 2016 she was
named an Amazon Rising Star. Her second novel, The Inheritance of Solomon Farthing, was published in 2019.
UK publication date: Mantle – 19th August 2021
Praise for previous title, The Other Mrs Walker:
♦ Times bestseller ♦ Waterstones Scottish Book of the Year 2017 ♦
‘A wonderful, inventive debut with an intricate and intriguing structure, characters that fascinate and a
beady authorial eye for detail. I can't wait to see what this author has up her sleeve next.’ – Fanny Blake,
Daily Mail
‘A gloriously vivid puzzle of lost identities and stolen hearts, conveyed with the verve and panache of a true
storyteller.’ – Liz Jensen
‘Ambitious… intriguing and atmospheric.’ – Guardian
Rights sales for Emily Noble’s Disgrace:
UK (Mantle)
Rights sales for The Other Mrs Walker:
UK (Mantle), Germany (Ariadne)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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The Death of Francis Bacon
by Max Porter
A bold and brilliant short work by the bestselling author of Grief
is the Thing with Feathers and Lanny.
Madrid.
Unfinished.
Man Dying.
A great painter lies on his deathbed.
Max Porter translates into seven extraordinary written pictures the
explosive final workings of the artist’s mind.
MAX PORTER is the author of Lanny, longlisted for the Booker Prize, and Grief Is the Thing with Feathers,
winner of the International Dylan Thomas Prize and shortlisted for the Guardian First Book Award and the
Goldsmiths Prize. He is the recipient of the Sunday Times/Peter, Fraser + Dunlop Young Writer of the Year
award.
UK publication date: Faber – 7th January 2021
Praise for The Death of Francis Bacon:
♦ The Times #2 Bestseller ♦
‘Porter is one of our most exciting writers. He dares to experiment and that means both the flare of mercury
and the burnt crucible. Some sections enthral, others alienate. Like its subject, The Death of Francis Bacon
is tricky, wicked and wonderfully weird.’ – Spectator
‘The Death of Francis Bacon is a little masterpiece; a slim volume that packs a mean Peter Lacy-style punch. It
is as though Porter had bit down on shot, taking the most adventurous passages from his two previous
novels and letting rip – painting in words the “deeply ordered chaos” Bacon saw all about him.’ – Irish Times
‘A fragmentary, poetic reimagining of Bacon’s last days in Madrid reads like a private communion with the
painter. Written in an allusive and sometimes vividly poetic shorthand, it tries to capture in language some
of the texture of Bacon’s tormented canvases, as well as the chaos of his love life. […] The book reads like
brilliant notes towards a very private communion with the painter.’ – Guardian
‘The Death of Francis Bacon is a mirror of Bacon’s paintings: tragic, cruelly funny, shallow, repetitive, wild,
controlled, grotesque. […] Porter’s previous books casually mixed prose and verse, but were always
effortlessly readable. The prose-poetry here, however, is disorientating and allusive, prickly, like its
subject… That voice is most engaging when it’s showing the painter’s hungry eyes at work.’ – Telegraph
Rights sales for The Death of Francis Bacon: UK (Faber), US/Canada (Strange Light), Finland
(WSOY), France (Le Seuil), Germany (Hatje Cantz), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Norway (Gyldendal),
Spain (Literatura)
Agent: Lisa Baker
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A Lonely Man
by Chris Power
The first novel by the acclaimed author of Mothers – a distilled
work of fiction about the multiplicity inside us all.
Robert is a struggling writer living in Berlin with his wife and two young
daughters. In a bookshop one night, he meets Patrick, an enigmatic
stranger with a sensational story to tell: a ghostwriter for a Russian
oligarch recently found hanged, who is now being followed. But is he
really in danger? Patrick’s life strikes Robert as a fabrication, but a
magnetic one that begins to obsess him. He decides to use Patrick, and
his story.
An elegant and atmospheric twist on the cat-and-mouse
narrative, A Lonely Man is a novel of shadows, of the search for identity
and the elastic nature of truth. As his association with Patrick hurtles towards tragedy, Robert must decide:
are actual events the only things that give a story life, and are some stories too dangerous to tell?
CHRIS POWER lives and works in London. His ‘Brief Survey of the Short Story’ has appeared in
the Guardian since 2007. His fiction has been published in The Stinging Fly, The Dublin Review and The White
Review. His first book, Mothers, was a short story collection published by Faber and was shortlisted for The
Edge Hill Short Story Prize.
Publication date: Faber – 1st April 2021
Praise for A Lonely Man:
‘An entertaining literary thriller that traces intrigue from the writer’s mind to the latest headlines.’ – Kirkus,
starred review
‘A thrilling, unnerving novel following an international conspiracy and domestic solitude—A Lonely Man
is one of those rare books that’s as entertaining as it is perceptive, a page-turner with exacting syntax and
emotional heft.’ – Catherine Lacey, author of Pew
‘A Lonely Man left me unnerved and chilled. To read this book is to encounter a mysterious and
shapeshifting stranger. Chris Power writes with masterful dexterity, and this novel reveals his genius for
subtle misdirection and pulsing tension. A Lonely Man is a delicate snare of a novel, and by the time you
realize that the characters are trapped in a lethal game, you are also trapped and powerless to resist its hold.
I was breathless and nervous by the end of it. An alluring and seductive novel.’ – Brandon Taylor, author
of Real Life
‘A Lonely Man is a remarkable debut; an accomplished and intricately plotted story that manages to be both
thrilling and deeply considered. If you’re a fan of existential crises, family dramas, Putin-era paranoias, and
Bolano-style multiplicities, and want to see them woven into one taut novel, you’re in the right place. A
lonely triumph.’ – Jon McGregor, author of Reservoir 13
Rights sales for A Lonely Man: UK (Faber), US (FSG), Germany (Ullstein), Israel (Lesa Press)
Rights sales for previous title, Mothers: UK (Faber), US (FSG), China (Archipel Press), Germany
(Ullstein), Netherlands (Signatuur)
Agent: Emma Paterson
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The Whalebone Theatre
by Joanna Quinn

Under Cristabel’s Bed
Seaweed, feathers, acorns, fir cones, sheep’s wool, the
skull of a seagull, a dried ball of glue, one large lobster
claw.
Three snails in a jam jar.
A trench lighter.
A wooden sword.
A toy aeroplane.
Lists of names, some crossed out.
One toffee, half-eaten, re-wrapped.

Set on the Dorset coast, Chilcombe is a crumbling dark mansion where feckless parents and briskly
affectionate servants largely ignore the three children of the house. The little tribe, led by the fearless
Cristabel, grow up wild, educating themselves through books appropriated from the library and agreeing to
learn French from their governess only because their step mother/mother then cannot understand a word
they say.
When a whale is washed ashore, Cristabel plants her flag and claims it as her own, only to discover that all
whales belong to the King. But the king has no use for a huge whale carcass, and as it rots on the beach,
the Seagrave children create a theatre within its skeleton. A raggle taggle group of house guests and locals
are drawn into Cristabel’s productions as her sister Flossie (known as The Veg) plays musical
accompaniment and her longed-for younger brother, Digby, emerges as the star.
As the children grow to adulthood and when the Second World War begins, Flossie is left alone to somehow
keep Chilcombe afloat while Cristabel and Digby are drawn into more dangerous play acting as they
separately join the French Resistance.
Sharing the DNA of some of the best-loved classics by authors like Dodie Smith, Elizabeth Jane Howard,
Rosamund Pilcher or Louisa May Alcott, The Whalebone Theatre is a stunning, sweeping debut from a dazzling
new writer.
JOANNA QUINN is a fiction writer with a background in journalism. She is one of four writers at
Goldsmiths University chosen for the Arts Foundation Fellowship for Short Stories. The Whalebone Theatre
is her first novel.
Rights sales for The Whalebone Theatre: UK (Fig Tree), Germany (C Bertelsmann)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Honeybee

by Craig Silvey
♦ More than 85,000 copies sold in Australia ♦
The highly anticipated new novel from the bestselling author
of Jasper Jones
Late in the night, fourteen-year-old Sam Watson steps onto a quiet
overpass, climbs over the rail and looks down at the road far below.
At the other end of the same bridge, an old man, Vic, smokes his last
cigarette.
The two see each other across the void. A fateful connection is made,
and an unlikely friendship blooms. Slowly, we learn what led Sam and
Vic to the bridge that night. Bonded by their suffering, each privately
commits to the impossible task of saving the other.
Honeybee is a heartbreaking, life-affirming novel that throws us headlong into a world of petty thefts,
extortion plots, botched bank robberies, daring dog rescues and one spectacular drag show.
At the heart of Honeybee is Sam: a solitary, resilient young person battling to navigate the world as their true
self; ensnared by loyalty to a troubled mother, scarred by the volatility of a domineering stepfather, and
confounded by the kindness of new alliances.
CRAIG SILVEY is an author and screenwriter from Fremantle, Western Australia. His internationally
bestselling second novel, Jasper Jones (2009) has sold over 800,000 copies to date and is considered a modern
Australian classic. Jasper Jones has won plaudits in three continents, including an International Dublin
Literary Award shortlisting, a Michael J. Printz Award Honor, and a Miles Franklin Literary Award
shortlisting.
Publication date: Allen and Unwin, Australia – 29th September 2020
Advance praise for Honeybee:
‘Silvey’s first novel since Jasper Jones is a compassionate tale about overcoming trauma to find family…
(Honeybee) is about self-discovery, self-acceptance and coming-of-age, themes that are common in Silvey’s
work, and that he always handles with tenderness and compassion.’ – Guardian
‘Best Australian novel this year… The hairs stood up on my neck... It made me cry on public transport.’
– ABC Radio, Sydney
‘Silvey's Honeybee is the story of Sam Watson, 14, an avid cook, a watcher of RuPaul's Drag Race, a
perceptive, kind and sensitive soul… The novel is heart-breaking but also heart-warming in the way of
Silvey's 2009 novel Jasper Jones, which is now a classic of the Australian canon and has sold more than
800,000 copies around the world.’ – Sydney Morning Herald
Rights sales for Jasper Jones: Brazil (Intrinseca), China (Thinkingdom), France (Calmann-Levy),
Germany (Rowohlt), Israel (Modan), Italy (Neri Pozza), Korea (Tin Drum), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij),
Norway (Cappelen Damm), Poland (Rebis), Spain (Seix Barral), Taiwan (Solo Press), Turkey (Marti Yayin
Grubu)
Agent: Lesley Thorne

26

Light Perpetual

by Francis Spufford
♦ Chosen as a 2021 book to look out for by Sunday Times,
Financial Times, Guardian, Observer and Daily Mail ♦
November 1944. A German rocket strikes London, and five young
lives are atomised in an instant.
November 1944. That rocket never lands. A single second in time is
altered, and five young lives go on to experience all the unimaginable
changes of the twentieth century.
Because maybe there are always other futures. Other chances.
From the best-selling, prize-winning author of Golden Hill, Light
Perpetual is a story of the everyday, the miraculous and the everlasting. Ingenious and profound, full of
warmth and beauty, it is a sweeping and intimate celebration of the gift of life.
FRANCIS SPUFFORD is a prize-winning author of fiction and non-fiction. He teaches at Goldsmiths
College.
UK publication date: Faber – 4th February 2021
Praise for Light Perpetual:
‘Dazzlingly imagined… Whereas in real life we tend to experience time as a messy blur, with one thing
melting into another too quickly to be properly understood, Spufford knows that a novel can hold up
individual moments until they catch the light and then permanently fix them in writing… one of the finest
prose stylists of his generation. If his stories grip, his sentences practically glow.’ – Sunday Times
‘Light Perpetual’s brilliance lies in the emotion and drama it wrings from the ordinary — but profoundly
meaningful — experiences of its protagonists. Spufford’s prose, which is never showy, but always
beautifully accurate, confers an extraordinary dignity on the lives of these imagined children, recovered
from the rubble of a fictional bomb site.’ – Financial Times
‘A brilliant, attention-grabbing, capacious experiment with fiction… in this novel, lives are unpredictable:
quirky, messy, full of jokes, obstacles and blessings. … Spufford is so comprehensively convincing that you
keep unreasonably suspecting him of having experienced everything he describes… Light Perpetual is an
exercise in gratitude, enhancing the sense that it is a fluke that we’re here at all.’ – Observer
‘An ingenious structure that enables Spufford to show both the mutability of individual lives – their jobs,
love affairs, ambitions and failures – and also the ever-changing city over the past 50 years. Intimate,
absorbing and technically brilliant – I loved it.’ – Bookseller
Rights sales for Light Perpetual: UK (Faber), US (Scribner), Estonia (under offer), Germany (Rowohlt),
Israel (Lesa Press), Italy (Bollati Boringhieri), Netherlands (Nieuw Amsterdam)
Rights sales for previous title, Golden Hill: UK (Faber), US (S&S), Catalan (Edicions de 1984), China
(Shanghai Elegant People Books), Czech Republic (Vysehrad), Estonia (Gallus Kirjastus), France (Slatkine
& Compagnie), Germany (Rowohlt), Italy (Bollati Boringhieri), Netherlands (Nieuw Amsterdam), Poland
(Poznanskie), Spain (Alba), Turkey (Monokl)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Asylum Road
by Olivia Sudjic
♦ Chosen by the Observer, Financial Times,
Independent, Elle, Grazia, Esquire, Stylist, Evening
Standard and the Bookseller as a Book to Read in 2021 ♦
A couple drive from London to coastal Provence. Anya is
preoccupied with what she feels is a relationship on the verge;
unequal, precarious. Luke, reserved, stoic, gives away nothing. As the
sun sets one evening, he proposes, and they return to London
engaged.
But planning a wedding does little to settle Anya’s unease. As a child,
she escaped from Sarajevo, and the idea of security is as alien now as
it was then. When social convention forces Anya to return, she begins
to change. The past she sought to contain for as long as she can
remember resurfaces, and the hot summer builds to a startling climax.
Lean, sly and unsettling, Asylum Road is about the many borders governing our lives: between men and
women, assimilation and otherness, nations, families, order and chaos. What happens, and who do we
become, when they break down?
OLIVIA SUDJIC is a writer living in London. Her work has appeared in publications including the New
York Times, Financial Times, the Guardian, the Sunday Times and the Paris Review. In 2017, she was selected as
one of the Observer’s New Faces of Fiction. She is also the author of Exposure, a personal essay, and Sympathy,
her debut novel, which was a finalist for the Salerno European Book Award and the Collyer Bristow Prize.
Publication date: Bloomsbury – 21st January 2021
Praise for Asylum Road:
‘[A] spare, darkly humorous novel, which plunges us gleefully, with a thriller-like pace, into the full-on
disintegration of Anya’s life…[the] shocking finale rushes up to meet us like a fist in the face.’ – The Times
‘[Sudjic has] a preternatural sensitivity to the crackling electric currents that run beneath the surface of
things. Piercing the uneasy atmosphere are some bracingly sharp flashes of dark humour…It is not a novel
that is easily forgotten.’ – Guardian
‘Juxtaposes the enticing tension of a thriller with the grim entertainments of dark comedy.’ – Financial Times
‘Coolly executes a climax as treacherous and unexpected as a hairpin bend.’ – Economist
‘It is a caustic, claustrophobic – and distinctly European – reinvention of the road novel…Sudjic is a
cartographer of menace: she gives us squirming infestations, dictatorial relics, portentous headlines
(“Experts Warn Against Optimism”), roads to nowhere.’ – TLS
‘A smart and sensitively layered story that’s told through niggling memories, unspoken thoughts, white
space…full of raw emotion and visceral description…the prose is studded with gut-punching sentences.’
– Spectator
Rights sales for Asylum Road: UK (Bloomsbury), Spain (Alpha Decay)
Agent: Emma Paterson
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The Night Always Comes
by Willy Vlautin

Set over two days and two nights, the story of one woman’s
resilience in the face of opportunism, greed and evernarrowing choices.
Between looking after her brother, working two low-paid jobs, and
trying to take part-time college classes, Lynette is dangerously tired.
Every penny she’s earned for years, she’s put into savings, trying to
scrape together enough to take out a mortgage on the house she rents
with her mother. Finally becoming a homeowner in their rapidly
gentrifying Portland neighbourhood could offer Lynette the kind of
freedoms she’s never had. But, when the plan is derailed, Lynette must
embark on a desperate odyssey where she will encounter criminal
people and moral decisions that may put her and those she loves at
risk. The question is, how far is she prepared to go for her dream?
Written with characteristic heart-wrenching empathy, The Night Always Comes holds up a mirror to a society
which leaves too many people only a step away from falling between the cracks.
.
WILLY VLAUTIN is the author of several novels including, The Motel Life which has been made into a
movie starring Dakota Fanning, Emile Hirsh, and Stephen Dorff; Northline; Lean on Pete which won two
Oregon Book Awards; and Don’t Skip Out on Me, a finalist for the PEN/Faulkner award. He is the singer
and songwriter of the band Richmond Fontaine and a member of the band The Delines. He lives outside
Portland, Oregon.
Publication date: HarperCollins US – 6th April 2021, Faber UK – June 2021
Praise for The Night Always Comes:
‘Hits the high-water mark; there is skillful and beautiful objectivity to the writing, characters so real that
when they bleed you get a few drops on your sleeve.’ – Daniel Woodrell, author of Winter’s Bone
‘Remarkable, real, and tender. An amazing achievement.’ – Rene Denfeld, bestselling author of The Child
Finder
‘Willy Vlautin’s The Night Always Comes is a tear-struck revelation—both epic and timely, intimate and cleareyed.’ – Megan Abbott
‘I can’t remember the last time I worried myself sick about a fictional character the way I did about Lynette
in Willy Vlautin’s terrific, big-hearted new novel.’ – Richard Russo, author of Empire Falls
‘This gritty page-turner sings with pitch-perfect prose…Vlautin has achieved a brilliant synthesis of
Raymond Carver and Jim Thompson.’ – Publisher’s Weekly
‘This is literary art that will keep readers in their seats until the last page.’ – Library Journal, starred review
‘I walk around after reading Willy Vlautin, more vulnerable, more open than I was before. And all the
tougher for it.’ – Kae Tempest
Rights sales for The Night Always Comes: UK (Faber), US (HarperCollins), Germany (Berlin Verlag),
Italy (Jimenez Edizioni), Netherlands (Meulenhoff Boekerij), Sweden (Bakhall)
Agent: Lesley Thorne
29

Daisy Waugh’s Castle Beardsley series

In the Crypt with a Candlestick
✦ Longlisted for the Comedy Women in Print Award 2020 ✦
When Sir Ecgbert Tode of Tode Hall dies aged ninety-three, his wife
Lady Tode leaves the house to a distant relative. Not long after the
new owners take over, Lady Tode is found dead in the mausoleum.
Accident? Or is there more going on behind the scenes of Tode Hall
than an outsider would ever guess…?
In the traditions of Agatha Christie and P.G. Wodehouse, Daisy
Waugh has written a hilarious and entirely original comic crime novel,
a twenty-first century take on that most classic of genres, the Country
House Murder...
UK publication date: Piatkus – 20th February 2020
Praise for In the Crypt with a Candlestick:
‘A glorious satire on aristocratic manners and mores, with a smidgeon of murder thrown in, Waugh’s
hilarious and entirely original twist on the country house murder mystery is ‘a perfect antidote to all the
real-life craziness going on.’ – Daily Mail

Phone for The Fish Knives
The Todes are back, and they’re taking on Hollywood . . .
When Hollywood comes calling for a remake of the film that made
Tode Hall famous, India and Egbert are delighted. A summer of free
money and glamorous dinners with the stars surely awaits!
But once the Hall is overrun by actors squabbling over trailer sizes,
producers with ugly waistcoats and everyone trying to sleep with
Oliver Mellors, it soon becomes clear that the grass on the other side
of the camera is not greener – in fact the producer plans to sue because
the lawns of Tode Hall are far too brown.
With so many egos in one place things were bound to end badly, but
no one would have predicted quite so literal a backstabbing . . .
UK publication date: Piatkus – 14th October 2021
DAISY WAUGH has published eight novels, an irritable commentary on the madness of modern
motherhood and a travelogue about her life as a teacher in Northern Kenya. She has written weekly columns
for several newspapers and magazines including The Sunday Times, The Times, Standpoint, the Sunday
Independent, the Sunday Express and the Indy. As well as writing, she has worked as an agony aunt, and a Tarot
reader.
Rights sales for the Castle Beardsley series: UK (Piatkus), Germany (Goldmann)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Consumed

by Arifa Akbar
All happy families are alike; each unhappy family is unhappy in
its own way.
When Arifa Akbar discovered that her sister had fallen seriously ill, she
assumed there would be a brief spell in hospital and then she’d be
home. This was not to be. It was not until the day before she died that
the family discovered she was suffering from tuberculosis.
Consumed is a story of sisterhood, grief, the redemptive power of art and
the strange mythologies that surround tuberculosis. It takes us from
Keats’s deathbed and the tubercular women of opera to the resurgence
of TB in modern Britain today. Arifa travels to Rome to haunt the
places Keats and her sister had explored, to her grandparent’s house in
Pakistan, to her sister’s bedside at the Royal Free Hospital in Hampstead and back to a London of the
seventies when her family first arrived, poor, homeless and hungry.
Consumed is an eloquent and moving excavation of a family’s secrets and a sister’s detective story to
understand her sibling.
ARIFA AKBAR is the chief theatre critic for the Guardian. She was previously the literary editor at
the Independent and has been a judge for many literary prizes, including the Orwell Prize, Costa Biography
Award, UK Theatre Awards and the Women’s Prize for Fiction. Short pieces of non-fiction have appeared
in various anthologies; Consumed is be her first full length book.
UK publication date: Sceptre – 2nd June 2021
Agent: Clare Alexander
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The Man from the Future

John von Neumann and the Invention of the 21st
Century

by Ananyo Bhattacharya

The smartphones in our pockets and computers like brains. The
vagaries of game theory and evolutionary biology. Selfreplicating moon bases and nuclear weapons. All bear the
fingerprints of one remarkable man: John von Neumann.
Born in Budapest at the turn of the century, von Neumann is one of
the most influential scientists to have ever lived. His colleagues believed
he had the fastest brain on the planet – bar none. He was instrumental
in the Manhattan Project and helped formulate the bedrock of Cold War geopolitics and modern economic
theory. He created the first ever programmable digital computer. He prophesied the potential of
nanotechnology and, from his deathbed, expounded on the limits of brains and computers – and how they
might be overcome.
Taking us on an astonishing journey, Ananyo Bhattacharya explores how a combination of genius and
unique historical circumstance allowed a single man to sweep through so many different fields of science,
sparking revolutions wherever he went. Insightful and illuminating, The Man from the Future is a thrilling
intellectual biography of the visionary thinker who shaped our century.
ANANYO BHATTACHARYA is a science writer who has worked at The Economist and Nature. Before
journalism, he worked as a medical researcher at the Burnham Institute in San Diego, California. He holds
a degree in physics from the University of Oxford and a PhD in protein crystallography from Imperial
College London.
UK publication date: Allen Lane – Autumn 2021
Rights sales for The Man from the Future: UK (Allen Lane), US (Norton), Simplified Chinese (CITIC),
Netherlands (Atlas Contact), Russia (AST)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: First Draft (100k words)
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Imperfect

The Power of Good Enough in the Age of Perfectionism

by Thomas Curran

Perfectionism has become our favourite flaw, the stock answer to
the tricky final interview question: aiming for perfection
demonstrates motivation, pride in one’s work and determination.
In a world that has become increasingly competitive, increasingly
motivated by optimisation and efficiency and where productivity trumps
all, the quest for limitless perfection has many subscribers – for more and
more of us our best is not enough, our successes could always be bigger.
Perfectionism is not about striving for excellence, but about a relentless
quest to perfect an imperfect self. And worryingly, we are living in the age
of perfectionism.
In more than a decade of studying perfection, using data from more than 40,000 respondents in the US,
UK and Canada, behavioural psychologist Thomas Curran has found that perfectionism is dramatically on
the rise in young people – up from 9% in 1989 to 18% in 2017 and projected to reach 33% by 2050 – and
that those who identify as perfectionists are struggling under the weight of their relentless work ethics.
Indeed, the data shows a law of inverted returns: as perfectionists strive more and more excessively they
neglect rest, diet, sleep and recreation. Their over-meticulousness makes them more prone to false alarms
and errors, and their endless tinkering makes them inefficient and prone to burnout. That’s not all.
Laboratory tests reveal that perfectionists have a near-pathological aversion to failure that correlates with
psychological turmoil that comes from tying one’s self-worth to achievement.
In Imperfect, Thomas Curran shows how we got here, what we can do about it, and how we might recover.
Tracing perfectionism back to the 1970s and 80s, to Reaganomics and Thatcherism, he demonstrates that
far from being an innate human trait, perfectionism is a socially-prescribed pressure, an unforeseen
consequence of decades of unrestrained capitalism. Along the way we will meet people who have broken
the cycle of perfection and see how their lives were changed for the better. And in showing us how so many
of us got here, Curran frees us from the tyranny of the hamster wheel, helps us to identify when done is
better than perfect and to see the value in just good enough.
Imperfect will permanently change how we see perfectionists – and how perfectionists see themselves – and
show that happiness and success are to be found in self-actualization rather than others’ ideas of perfection.
THOMAS CURRAN is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychological and Behavioural Science
at the London School of Economics. His TED talk, ‘Our Dangerous Obsession with Perfectionism is
Getting Worse’, has been viewed more than 2.7 million times. He has written for the Harvard Business Review,
and his research has been covered by the New Scientist, Goop, Guardian, Telegraph, Ariana Huffington’s Thrive
Global and many others.
UK publication date: Hutchinson Heinemann – 2022
Rights sales for Imperfect: UK (Hutchinson Heinemann), US (Scribner), Brazil (Companhia das Letras),
China (Beijing Qianqiu Zhiye), Czech (Dokoran), Germany (Rowohlt), Greece (Metaichmio), Italy
(Einaudi), Japan (Kobunsha), Korea (Business Books), Lithuania (Baltos Lankos), Netherlands (Het
Spectrum), Poland (Zysk), Romania (Trei), Russia (Eksmo), Sweden (Mondial), Turkey (Kronik)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: proposal and sample chapters – Delivery: Summer 2021 (80k words)
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What White People Can Do Next
From Allyship to Coalition

by Emma Dabiri

Stop the Denial
Stop the False Equivalences
Interrogate Whiteness
Interrogate Capitalism
Denounce the White Saviour
Abandon Guilt
We need to talk about racial injustice in a different way: one that builds on the revolutionary ideas of the
past and forges new connections.
In this incisive, radical and practical essay, Emma Dabiri – acclaimed author of Don’t Touch My Hair – draws
on years of research and personal experience to challenge us to create meaningful, lasting change.
EMMA DABIRI is the author of Don’t Touch My Hair, shortlisted for the 2019 Irish Book Awards. She is a
teaching fellow in the Africa department at SOAS and a Visual Sociology PhD researcher at Goldsmiths,
and has been published in a number of anthologies and academic journals, as well as the national press.
UK publication date: Penguin Press – 1st April 2021
Praise for previous title, Don’t Touch My Hair:
✦ Shortlisted for the 2019 Irish Book Awards ✦
‘A scintillating, intellectual investigation into black women and the very serious business of our hair, as it
pertains to race, gender, social codes, tradition, culture, cosmology, maths, politics, philosophy and history,
and also the role of hairstyles in pre-colonial Africa.’ – Bernardine Evaristo, The Times Literary Supplement
Books of the Year
‘Ground-breaking … Her sources are rich, diverse and sometimes heart-breaking. Some books make us
feel seen and for me, that is what Don’t Touch My Hair does. I would urge everyone to read it.’ – Charlie
Brinkhurst-Cuff, Guardian
‘FASCINATING, educational, personal, humble and engaging. I urge you to read it!’ – Marian Keyes
‘Part memoir, part spiky, thoroughly researched socio-political analysis, it delves deep into the painful
realities and history of follicular racism.’ – Diana Evans
‘An excellent and far reaching book...a call to arms for black African culture.’ – Irish Times
‘A powerful and arrestingly relatable account of the rich history of Afro hair that seamlessly interweaves
her personal perspective with meticulously researched historical facts.’ – Metro
Agent: Emma Paterson
Material available: Final manuscript (25k words)
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The Transgender Issue
An Argument for Justice

by Shon Faye

Trans people in Britain today have become a culture war 'issue'. Despite
making up less than 1% of the country's population, they are the subjects
of a toxic and increasingly polarised 'debate', which generates reliable
controversy for newspapers and talk shows. This media frenzy conceals a
simple fact: that we are having the wrong conversation, a conversation in
which trans people themselves are reduced to a talking point and denied a
meaningful voice.
In this powerful new book, Shon Faye reclaims the idea of the 'transgender
issue' to uncover the reality of what it means to be trans in a transphobic
society. In doing so, she provides a compelling, wide-ranging analysis of
trans lives from youth to old age, exploring work, family, housing, healthcare, the prison system, and trans
participation in the LGBTQ+ and feminist communities, in contemporary Britain and beyond.
The Transgender Issue is a landmark work that signals the beginning of a new, healthier conversation about
trans life. It is a manifesto for change, and a call for justice and solidarity between all marginalised people
and minorities. Trans liberation, as Faye sees it, goes to the root of what our society is and what it could
be; it offers the possibility of a more just, free and joyful world for all of us.
SHON FAYE was born in Bristol, where she is currently based. Originally training as a solicitor before
leaving the law for the arts, she has worked variously as a writer, presenter, editor, screenwriter and cabaret
comedian, and in the charity sector with Amnesty International and Stonewall. Her first short film was
exhibited at Tate Britain's Queer British Art exhibition throughout 2017 and in 2018 she hosted Amnesty
International's Women Making History festival, held to celebrate the centenary of women's suffrage. She
was an editor-at-large at Dazed, and her writing has been published by the Guardian, the Independent and Vice,
among others. This is her first book.
UK publication date: Allen Lane – 2nd September 2021
Praise for Shon Faye:
‘Shon Faye is one of the most inspirational fighters for equality we have. When trans people are under
attack – from the British mainstream media to Donald Trump – her voice is urgently needed. She is eloquent
and thought-provoking on one of the great causes for human liberation that exists today.’ – Owen Jones
‘The Transgender Issue is fascinating on a subject of increasing public prominence. Casting light where there
is too often only heat, it is the book that I would want to read, breaking down for the general reader the
challenges and realities faced by the trans community today.’ – The Secret Barrister
Agent: Emma Paterson
Material available: Copyedited manuscript (90k words)
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Notes from Deep Time

A Journey Through our Past and Future Worlds

by Helen Gordon

A thought-provoking and vividly written exploration of
humanity’s understanding of geological deep time, and our
modern interactions with it.
From the secret fossils of London to the 3-billion-year-old rocks of the
Scottish Highlands, and from state-of-the-art Californian laboratories
to one of the world’s most dangerous volcanic complexes hidden
beneath the green hills of western Naples, set out on an adventure to
those parts of the world where the Earth’s life-story is written into the
landscape.
Helen Gordon turns a novelist’s eye on the extraordinary scientists
who are piecing together this planetary drama. She gets to grips with the theory that explains how it all
works - plate tectonics, a breakthrough as significant in its way as evolution or quantum mechanics, but
much younger than either, and still with many secrets to reveal. She captures both the wonder and mystery,
but also the practical and significant implications, of our understanding of our geological past, and she looks
to the future of our world - with or without us.
HELEN GORDON is the author of the novel Landfall (Penguin) and the editor, with Travis Elborough,
of the non-fiction book Being a Writer (Francis Lincoln). Her writing has appeared in, among other
publications, The Economist’s 1843 magazine, Wired, the Guardian and the Independent. She lives in London.
UK publication date: Profile – 18th February 2021
Praise for Notes From Deep Time:
‘This 4-billion-year history of earth is astounding… an extraordinarily ambitious journey through our
planet's past… Notes from Deep Time sidesteps the maundering and finger-wagging that comes with
Anthropocene thinking, and shows us how much sheer intellectual and poetical entertainment there is to
be had in the idea.’ – Telegraph
‘A beautiful and deftly written book … with considerable skill, sound research and lovely sprinklings of
literary and human insight, Helen Gordon has elevated what might be a dry subject for some to the
appropriate level of awe-inspiring reverence that deep time deserves… it’s Gordon’s background as a
literary writer that takes Notes From Deep Time to the next level. She has imbued geological tales with a beauty
and humanity.’ – Mail on Sunday
‘Notes From Deep Time is a marvel-rich masterclass of narrative non-fiction, each chapter expertly assembled,
layering the past with the present, human thought with ancient processes. To escape from the present into
deep time with such a companionable guide was clarifying, almost therapeutic, and at times gratifyingly
dizzying. It’s one of those books that teaches its reader to see the world completely differently, and that it
does so with wit, wisdom and crystal-perfect prose only adds to the pleasure.’ – Max Porter
‘Time and the Earth physically change with our knowledge of them. Helen Gordon’s wonderfully expansive
book encompasses a paradoxical fluidity, both tangible and immense, where human witnesses measure out
deep time in golden spikes and ammonites, excavating lost seas and saurians for clues as to what we were
and who we will be. Brilliantly, she animates the impossible, harnessing these hardnesses in her own
beautifully flowing prose.’ – Philip Hoare, author of The Whale
Agent: Lisa Baker
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The Book of Difficult Fruit

Arguments for the Tart, Tender, and Unruly

by Kate Lebo

Inspired by twenty-six fruits, essayist, poet and pie lady Kate
Lebo expertly blends the culinary, medical and personal
A is for Aronia, berry member of the apple family, clothes-stainer,
superfruit with reputed healing power. D is for Durian, endowed with
a dramatic rind and a shifty odour – peaches, old garlic. M is for
Medlar, name-checked by Shakespeare for its crude shape, beloved by
gardeners for its flowers. Q is for Quince, which, fresh, gives off the
scent of ‘roses and citrus and rich women’s perfume’ but if eaten raw
is so astringent it wicks the juice from one’s mouth.
In this work of unique invention, these and other difficult fruits serve
as the central ingredients of twenty-six lyrical essays (and recipes!) that range from deeply personal to
botanical, from culinary to medical, from humorous to philosophical. The entries are associative, often
poetic, taking unexpected turns and giving sideways insights into life, relationships, self-care, modern
medicine and more. What if the primary way you show love is to bake, but your partner suffers from celiac
disease? Why leave in the pits for Willa Cather’s Plum Jam? How can we rely on bodies as fragile as the
fruits that nourish them?
Lebo’s unquenchable curiosity leads us to intimate, sensuous, enlightening contemplations. The Book of
Difficult Fruit is the very best of food writing: graceful, surprising and ecstatic.
KATE LEBO is the author of the cookbook Pie School and the poetry chapbook Seven Prayers to Cathy
McMorris Rodgers, and coeditor with Samuel Ligon of Pie & Whiskey: Writers Under the Influence of Butter and
Booze. Her essay about listening through hearing loss, "The Loudproof Room," originally published in New
England Review, was anthologized in Best American Essays 2015. She lives in Spokane, Washington, where she
is an apprenticed cheesemaker to Lora Lea Misterly of Quillisascut Farm.
UK publication date: Picador – 6th April 2021
Praise for The Book of Difficult Fruit:
‘A dazzling, thorny new essay collection.’ – Samin Nosrat, The New York Times
‘A beautiful, fascinating read full of surprises – a real pleasure.’ – Claudia Roden
‘The Book of Difficult Fruit is a bundle of delight, part memoir, part cookbook, all goodness. Reading it, you
want Kate Lebo to be your new best friend. Failing that, to send you pie.’ – Judith Flanders, author of A
Place for Everything: The Curious History of Alphabetical Order
‘Eloquent, well-researched, and thoughtfully conceived and organized, this genre-defying book will appeal
to foodies as well as those who appreciate both fine writing and the pleasures of domestic arts and crafts.
A one-of-a-kind reading experience.’ – Kirkus, starred review
‘[A] glorious mash-up of memoir, love note, and cookbook. . . Every sentence is as sensuous as the first
bite into a cold, juicy plum.’ – Hillary Kelly, Vulture
Rights sales for The Book of Difficult Fruit: UK (Picador), US (FSG)
Agent: Emma Paterson
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The Correspondents (US)
Going With The Boys (UK)
by Judith Mackrell

The story of how six bold and resolute women became frontline war correspondents during the Second World War
Although the history of the Second World War is still being written
in a dominantly masculine voice, six extraordinary women rank high
among the roll call of correspondents who wrote that history as it was
being made, and changed the face of war reporting for ever.
Each had different motives for choosing so dangerous a career:
Martha Gellhorn came to war journalism to save the world; Virginia
Cowles wanted to see the world; Lee Miller wanted, arguably, to save
herself. Sigrid Schulz, Clare Hollingworth and Helen Kirkpatrick, reporting for daily newspapers, were
required to write about the war in a more briskly factual style. But they were no less determined to uncover
the truth.
Barred from official briefings, forced to dodge around the Public Relations Officers who controlled the
media’s movements, all six set up their own informal contacts with soldiers, found pockets of war action
and snapshots of human interest which gave a different colour and often a different heartbeat to their
stories.
Drawing on their own writings as well as contemporary memoirs, Judith Mackrell reveals what drew these
women to the frontline, and seamlessly weaves their stories into the larger narrative of the war with all its
horrors.
JUDITH MACKRELL is a dance critic for The Guardian, as well as the author of the biographies The
Unfinished Palazzo, Flappers and Bloomsbury Ballerina. She broadcasts regularly on television and radio, and
lives in London with her family.
Publication date: Picador, Going with the Boys – 27th May 2021; Doubleday, The Correspondents – 2nd
November 2021
Praise for previous title, The Unfinished Palazzo:
‘A delightful, colourful story of reinvention and rebellion.’ – Observer
‘The best gallimaufry of gossip and scandal I have read in years. – Lynn Barber, Sunday Times
Rights sales for The Unfinished Palazzo: Germany (Insel Verlag), Italy (EDT), Spain (Siruela)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Waypoints

A Journey on Foot

by Robert Martineau
A spellbinding travel book, exploring the psychology of walking,
pilgrimage, solitude and escape
At the age of twenty-seven, and afraid of falling into a life he doesn’t
want, Robert Martineau quits his office job, buys a flight to Accra and
begins to walk. He walks 1,000 miles through Ghana, Togo and Benin,
to Ouidah, an ancient spiritual centre on the West African coast.
Martineau walks alone across desert, through rainforests, over
mountains, carrying everything he needs on his back, sleeping in villages
or on the side of paths. Along the way he meets shamans, priests,
historians, archaeologists and kings. He begins to confront the lines of
slavery and exploitation that binds his home to theirs. Through the
process of walking each day, and the lessons of those he walks among, Martineau starts to find the freedom
he craves, and to build connections with the natural world and the past.
In an extraordinary account of an adventure, and the inner journey that accompanies it, Martineau discovers
how a walking pilgrimage can change a person.
ROBERT MARTINEAU is co-founder of TRIBE, a nutrition company, and TRIBE Freedom Foundation,
a charity fighting human trafficking. Waypoints is his first book. He lives in London.
UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – 1st April 2021
Praise for Waypoints:
‘Stepping out in the spirit of Bruce Chatwin and Rebecca Solnit, Robert Martineau ranges through forest
and desert, literature and philosophy, in search of an answer to why we are drawn to wander. Although he
walks over a thousand miles, Waypoints is less a tale of endurance than a form of meditation. In elegant,
searingly honest prose, he treads the same line as John Muir, for whom “going out was really going in”.’
– David Farrier, author of Footprints
‘Robert Martineau takes us on an extraordinary, dreamlike journey through west Africa. The evocative,
delicate writing leaves you feeling the very ground under his feet as he makes his way on this most
astonishing pilgrimage in search of adventure and meaning.’ – Adharanand Finn, author of Running with the
Kenyans
‘Wonderfully explores how walking animates resilience in times of stress, anxiety and worry, illustrating,
through personal experience, how the journey is often our collective human goal.’ – Shane O’Mara, author
of In Praise of Walking
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: Final Manuscript (60k words)
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On behalf of Matthew Hamilton

How to Stop Fascism
by Paul Mason

The far right is on the rise across the world. From Modi’s India to
Bolsonaro’s Brazil and Erdogan’s Turkey, fascism is not a horror that
we have left in the past; it is a recurring nightmare that is happening
again - and we need to find a better way to fight it.
In How to Stop Fascism, Paul Mason offers a radical, hopeful blueprint
for resisting and defeating the new far right. The book is both a chilling
portrait of contemporary fascism, and a compelling history of the fascist
phenomenon: its psychological roots, political theories and genocidal
logic. Fascism, Mason powerfully argues, is a symptom of capitalist
failure, and it has haunted us throughout the twentieth century.
History shows us the conditions that breed fascism, and how it can be
successfully overcome. But it is up to us in the present to challenge it, and time is running out. From the
ashes of Covid-19, we have an opportunity to create a fairer, more equal society. To do so, we must ask
ourselves: what kind of world do we want to live in? And what are we going to do about it?
PAUL MASON is an award-winning writer, broadcaster, and film-maker. Previously Economics Editor of
Channel 4 News, his books include Clear Bright Future, Post-Capitalism, Why It’s Kicking Off Everywhere: the New
Global Revolutions; Live Working Die Fighting; and Rare Earth: A Novel.
UK publication date: Allen Lane – 27th May 2021
Praise for previous title, Clear Bright Future:
‘It has quick wit, vivid prose and makes rapid and stimulating connections. Its subtitle sums up its strengths.
Fundamentally, Mason believes in the power of agency - the ability to choose to act and shape your own
future.’ - Financial Times
‘Clear Bright Future’s account of our political predicament is thrilling.’ – Guardian
Rights sales for How to Stop Fascism: WEL (Allen Lane), Germany (Suhrkamp), Italy (Il Saggiatore),
Portugal (Objectiva), Romania (Litera)
Rights sales for previous title, Clear Bright Future: WEL (Allen Lane), Brazil (Companhia), Germany
(Suhrkamp), Greece (Kastaniotis), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Portugal (Objectiva),
Spain (Paidos), Turkey (Yordam Kitap)
Agent: Matthew Hamilton
Material available: Edited manuscript (70k words) March 2021
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Nala’s World

One man, his rescue cat and a bike ride around
the globe
by Dean Nicholson
✦ The International Bestseller ✦
Instagram phenomenon Dean Nicholson reveals the full story
of his life-changing friendship with rescue cat Nala and their
inspiring adventures together on a bike journey around the
world.
When 30-year-old Dean Nicholson set off from Scotland to cycle
around the world, his aim was to learn as much as he could about our
troubled planet. But he hadn’t bargained on the lessons he’d learn
from his unlikely companion.
Three months after leaving home, on a remote road in the mountains between Montenegro and Bosnia, he
came across an abandoned kitten. Something about the piercing eyes and plaintive meowing of the
bedraggled little cat proved irresistible. He couldn’t leave her to her fate, so he put her on his bike and then,
with the help of local vets, nursed her back to health.
Soon on his travels with the cat he named Nala, they forged an unbreakable bond - both curious,
independent, resilient and adventurous. The video of how they met has had 130 million views and their
Instagram has grown to almost 750k followers - and still counting!
Experiencing the kindness of strangers, visiting refugee camps, rescuing animals through Europe and Asia,
Dean and Nala have already learned that the unexpected can be pretty amazing.
DEAN NICHOLSON (@1bike1world) was a manual labourer in his hometown of Dunbar, Scotland,
when he set off in September 2018 to cycle around the globe. While cycling through the mountains south
of Bosnia, he came across a scrawny grey-and-white kitten that had been scampering along the road, trying
to keep up with his bike. This was the start of an unusual friendship, as the newly named Nala joined Dean
on his travels.
GARRY JENKINS is an author, ghost writer and journalist. During a twenty-five-year career he has written
over forty books, including the internationally bestselling A Street Cat Named Bob with James Bowen which,
has sold in excess of seven million copies worldwide and the subject of a major motion picture. He writes
for magazines and newspapers on both sides of the Atlantic, from Elle and Esquire to Time Out, the Daily
Mail and The Times.
UK publication date: Hodder – 29th September 2020
Rights sales for Nala’s World: UK (Hodder & Stoughton), US (Grand Central), Bulgaria (Labyrinth),
Croatia (Koncept), Czech (Zoner), Finland (WSOY), France (City Editions), Germany (Luebbe), Hungary
(Muvelt Nep), Italy (Sperling), Japan (K&K), Korea (Sigongsa), Netherlands (Meulenhoff), Poland (Znak),
Portugal (Porto), Russia (Azbooka), Slovenia (Ucila), Spain (La Esfera de los Libros), Sweden (Tukan),
Taiwan (Business Weekly); Film/TV Rights: Bonnie Arnold and Louise Goodsill for television
Agent: Lesley Thorne
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On behalf of Matthew Hamilton

You Are Beautiful and You Are
Alone
The Biography of Nico
by Jennifer Otter Bickerdike

A new, definitive biography of the iconic and mysterious
singer, Warhol superstar, Velvet Underground collaborator:
influential solo artist Nico.
You Are Beautiful And You Are Alone is a new biography of Nico, the
mysterious singer best known for her work with the Velvet
Underground and her solo album Chelsea Girl. Her life is tangled in
myth--much of it of her own invention. Rock and roll cultural
historian Jennifer Bickerdike delivers a definitive book that unravels
the story while making a convincing case for Nico’s enduring
importance.
Over the course of her career, Nico was an ever-evolving myth: art film house actress, highly coveted
fashion model, Dietrich of Punk, Femme Fatale, Chelsea Girl, Garbo of Goth, The Last Bohemian, Heroin
Junkie. Lester Bangs described her as ‘a true enigma.’ At age 27, Nico became Andy Warhol’s newest
Superstar, featuring in his one commercial break out hit film Chelsea Girls and garnering the position of
chanteuse for the Velvet Underground. It wasn’t Nico’s musical chops which got her the gig; it was her
striking beauty. Her seeming otherworldly and unattainable presence was further amplified by her
reputation for dating rock stars (Brian Jones, Bob Dylan, Jim Morrison, among others). She became famous
for being Nico.
Yet Nico’s talent and her contribution to rock culture are often overlooked. She spent most of her career
as a solo artist on the road, determined to make music, seemingly against all the odds, enduring empty
concert halls, abusive fans, and the often perilous reality of being an ageing artist and drug addict. She
created mesmerizing and unique projects that inspired a generation of artists, including Henry Rollins,
Morrissey, Siousxie Sioux and the Banshees and Iggy Pop.
Drawing on the archives at the Andy Warhol Museum and at Nico’s record labels, various private
collections, and rarely seen footage, and featuring exclusive new interviews from those who knew her best,
including Iggy Pop and Danny Fields, and those inspired by her legacy, You Are Beautiful And You Are Alone
reveals the complicated, often compromised, self-destructive and always head strong woman behind the
one-dimensional myths.
JENNIFER OTTER-BICKERDIKE is a familiar name in the world of pop culture. An academic, writer
and historian, Jennifer remains enthralled by vinyl, and has embarked on a journey to share her passion and the passion of like-minded stars - with the world. She has authored several books on the topics of
music, fandom and celebrity cultism, such as Fandom, Image and Authenticity: Joy, Devotion and the Second Lives
of Kurt Cobain and Ian Curtis and The Secular Religion of Fandom.
UK publication date: Faber – 29th June 2021
Agent: Matthew Hamilton
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Panic
How Fear Made the World

by Robert Peckham
Fear and the panic it produces have been driving forces in history,
perhaps the driving forces: fear of God, famine, disease, poverty, pain,
the state, or other people. While they have been harnessed for repression
and deployed as coercive tools of power, fear and panic have also been
catalysts for revolution and the means to liberation.
To understand their intertwined histories, and their role in the creation
of the modern world, we need to track back almost a thousand years:
from the fourteenth-century Black Death to the rise of absolute
monarchies, from the French Revolution to nineteenth-century crowd control, and from market crashes
and Cold War paranoia to early twenty-first century digital culture, where a myriad fears dominate our lives.
While fear and panic have destroyed societies, they have also remade them. They have molded state
institutions, both democratic and totalitarian, and shaped our relations to authority. Whether they have
arisen from threats that are real or imagined, fear and panic have made us who we are.
Panic: How Fear Made the World will be the first history of mass panic, and first book to ask what panic is,
where it comes from and what its uses are (and have been). Through seeing their influence over the course
of history we also begin to understand their shape-shifting natures – at times tools of authoritarian
governments but at others used to power popular uprisings. And more than that we see that panic need
not always be feared, and fear doesn’t have to lead to panic. In 2020 that seems a lesson worth learning.
ROBERT PECKHAM is a historian who writes on science, technology, medicine and health. He holds the
MB Lee Endowed Professorship in the Humanities and Medicine at the University of Hong Kong, where
he is Chair of the Department of History and founding Director of the Centre for Humanities and
Medicine. He is a Visiting Professor at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and has
previously held positions at Oxford, Cambridge, LSE, King’s College and NYU. Robert’s essays and articles
have been published in Foreign Affairs, New Statesman, Independent, Prospect, TLS and the Times Higher
Education.
UK publication date: Profile – April 2022
Rights sales for Panic: UK & Translation (Profile) – Translation Rights handled by Aitken Alexander
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: March 2021
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The Rule of Laws

The 4,000 Year Quest to Order the World
by Fernanda Pirie
As citizens of modern societies, our lives are regulated by laws. Law is
used to maintain order, resolve disputes, to protect our liberties and
rights. We would like to think that our legal systems have been
developed to reflect our collective aims and our moral strivings for
fairness and justice, and that the resulting laws and systems are logical,
comprehensive and practically effective. But history shows us that this
is not the case…
For as long as humans have written, humans have written laws, but the
laws created have often been anything but rational, complete, or even
enforceable. Nor has the law always been the domain of governments and lawyers, but has been crafted
variously by priests, scholars and village councils, all with their own ambitions and priorities. More than just
rules to live by, laws enshrine the aspirations of both the lawmakers and society at large, mapping out an
imagined future, in place to demonstrate the people and societies we are striving to be.
In Civilized, Fernanda Pirie takes us on a tour of 4,000 years of global law, from Hammurabi’s Babylonian
law stone to the laws of the United Nations, via Hindu and Islamic law, merchant law, and the great legal
codes of imperial China. Although each system is distinct, the stories we find all tell us something about
the impact of law. And though varied, each example helps us to understand the modern world, by enabling
us to see why people make laws, and the hidden agendas and aspirations that underlie even the most
‘rational’ legal systems.
Whilst lawmakers were not always acting on logic and reason, the rules they created tell us something about
the populations they were made for, whether that be about how humans lived, or about how they wanted
to live. In telling the little-known story of how laws have defined human history, this book also becomes,
then, a history of human civilizations told through the laws that have been responsible for their creation,
and a book that encourages us to look anew at something we all too often take for granted.
FERNANDA PIRIE is Professor of the Anthropology of Law at the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies at the
University of Oxford, where she spent the past 10 years working with colleagues in history and
anthropology looking at legal systems from throughout human history, comparing and contrasting, and
charting their influence on the modern world. Prior to academia she was a practising barrister.
UK publication date: Profile – November 2021
Rights sales for Civilized: UK (Profile), US (Basic Books), Italy (Ponte Alle Grazie), Japan (Kawadeshobo
Shinsha), Korea (Book 21), Netherlands (Thomas Rap), Portugal (Saida de Emergencia), Spain (Critica)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: Edited Manuscript
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The Universe In A Box

How Simulations Rewrote the History of the Cosmos
and Our Place Within It

by Andrew Pontzen

Cosmology is a funny sort of science. At first sight, it might not seem
to be science at all, since the very last thing cosmologists can do is an
experiment. Nobody can make their own stars, planets or galaxies, let
alone their own Universes. Very often cosmologists are speculating
about things we may never find, any certainty of their existence
provided only by the effect on the things we can see. For centuries
cosmologists and astrophysicists have been working in the dark,
confined in a world of pencil-and-paper equations backed up by observations through (admittedly
increasingly-powerful) telescopes. But those equations and observations were mostly useful for
investigating one phenomenon at a time – to calculate how fast the cosmos expands, say, or the length of
time for which the Sun will shine – what was missing was a picture of the whole, of how the Universe’s
different phenomena interacted to build entire galaxies, solar systems, and ultimately life on Earth.
Until now. Over the last decades a new kind of physics has emerged, sitting somewhere between theory
and experimentation, which has allowed cosmologists to see further and in more detail than ever before –
to track the interplay between the component parts of the Universe from the big bang up to what we are
able to see right now. And all of this is possible because of the power of modern computers. Today
laboratories are full of physicists translating equations into code and plugging those codes in to computers
in order to build simulations of our Universe and test ideas that, in some cases, have been predicted for a
century or more. It might seem like a strange business, combining layers of approximation and abstraction
in the search for certainty, but slowly, surely, simulators are seeing that the approach can sort wheat from
chaff, allowing us profound insights into the deep history of our Universe.
But these simulations do not only reveal truths, they are also able to show us the wrong turns we have taken
in the past, and expose limitations that go to the heart of physics and the scientific method. The story that
emerges shows the follies of aiming solely at a ‘theory of everything’, and instead asks us to accept that in
order to get at the really big questions there will always be different layers of meaning, and some things that
we will never know. What does that mean for how we think about the Universe? And, perhaps more
profoundly, how does it inform what our lives mean?
ANDREW PONTZEN is Professor of Cosmology at University College London, and a Royal Society
University Research Fellow. His research, which has won national and international awards, uses galaxies
and other structures observed by telescopes today to shed light on fundamental physics such as the nature
of dark matter, dark energy, and the very early Universe. He worked with Stephen Hawking to write new
updates for A BRIEF HISTORY OF TIME, and has written for the New Scientist, BBC Sky at Night and
BBC Focus. He is also a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4’s Inside Science and Curious Cases of Rutherford and
Fry, and a series of videos for TED-ED on Einstein’s relativity, written and presented with Tom Whyntie,
has been viewed more than 2.2 million times. In 2020 he was awarded the Royal Astronomical Society’s
Gerald Withrow Prize for bringing cosmology to wide audiences.
Rights sales for The Universe in a Box: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Riverhead), Italy (Adelphi), Japan
(Diamond), Korea (RH Korea), Netherlands (Atlas Contact), Poland (Zysk), Russia (AST), Spain (Debate)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: Proposal and sample chapters – Delivery: December 2021 (70-80k words)
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Strandings

By Peter Riley
✦ Winner of the inaugural Profile Aitken Alexander NonFiction Prize ✦
As a child, Peter Riley’s life was marked by an encounter with a
woman with blue hair and a comet tattoo. Vaguely aware that he was
complicit in an illegal act, he helped her lift the rotting jaw of a dead
sperm whale into the trunk of her car.
The incident would later set him on a quest spanning twenty years in
search of the blue-haired comet woman, drawing him along the way
into a clandestine underworld of collectors and body-snatchers,
aristocratic patrons and buyers, witches, Nazis and low-level criminals. These disparate characters are bound
together by a single passion - the monumental and morbid allure of the stranded whale.
Combining memoir with natural, cultural, and social history, Strandings presents a portrait of a nation that
has persistently defined itself in relation and reaction to the whales that have washed up on its shores. It is
the singular tale of a lifelong journey told with wit and an obsessive’s single-mindedness, but it is also about
ideas that are universal: obsession, our connection with the animal world, and the plight of our oceans and
the creatures that inhabit them.
Though the body of a stranded whale on a beach undeniably confronts us with the world as it currently is
- foundering on the brink of extinction – it also asks us to conjure up the world as it might and could be.
It allows us to reflect on our imperilled natural world, think again about how we treat outsiders who arrive
on our shores, and reconsider the plight of the ‘stranded’ people and places along our coastlines.
PETER RILEY is Associate Professor of Poetry and Poetics at the University of Durham. After completing
his PhD at the University of Cambridge in 2012, Peter Riley was appointed Early Career Fellow in American
Literature at the University of Oxford (2012-2014) and has also held Fellowships at the Rothermere
American Institute and Linacre College, Oxford. His first book, Against Vocation: Whitman, Melville, Crane,
and the Labors of American Poetry was published by Oxford University Press in 2019. He has also had articles
published in the Walt Whitman Quarterly Review, the North American Review, and Leviathan: A Journal of Melville
Studies.
UK publication date: Profile – July 2022
Rights sales for Strandings: UK and Translation (Profile) – Translation Rights handled by Aitken
Alexander
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: March 2021
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Crisis

How 1,000 Years of Global Disorder Made the
World As We Know It

By Jerome Roos

We live in a time of crisis. Economies are stagnant, inequality and
division deepen, social discontent rises and political turmoil
intensifies. We see an ever-expanding list of cross-border problems,
including record debt levels, geopolitical tensions, lethal pandemics
and the threat of climate breakdown. This feels like a uniquely
precarious time, but history shows us that it isn’t the first time the
world has seen such widespread social, economic and political unrest
in so many places at once . . .
In his ground-breaking study, Jerome Roos tells the story of 1,000 years of global disorder and reorder to
place our current moment in historical perspective. Travelling back to the four periods of general crisis that
have come before this one –the Late Middle Ages, the 17th Century, the Age of Revolution and the interwar
period – we find that there are striking similarities with that which we find ourselves on the cusp of. Along
the way we meet Chinese silk merchants, Italian explorers and the Emperors of the West African gold rush,
and in doing so are able to identify the common cycles of boom and bust, expansion and isolationism that
have astonishing parallels with our contemporary world. In taking this view we discover that in fact the
modern world has been forged by these crises – that though often traumatic to live through, those moments
have always been crucial turning points, ushering in new world orders from the ashes of the old.
Roos will use the long-view of history to allow us to look up from the current crisis, to help us separate
signal from noise, and show us that we’ve been here before. And with awareness will hopefully come
answers: the repetitions of history reveal an economic system that fails the majority and ruling classes acting
in self-interest, but also show that mass engagement can bring about dramatic change. That, as the definition
has it, crisis is “a point at which change must come, for better or worse”. Whether we have better or worse
is in our hands.
JEROME ROOS is a Fellow in International Political Economy at the London School of Economics,
having previously taught at the University of Cambridge. He is a regular contributor to the New Statesman,
Metro, Buzzfeed, and provides commentary for outlets including the BBC and Al Jazeera. He is also the
founder of ROAR Magazine, a volunteer-run activist publication that provides background and analysis on
the global financial crisis and the worldwide wave of anti-establishment protests. Jerome speaks Dutch,
English, French, German, Italian and Spanish.
Rights sales for Crisis: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Knopf), Brazil (Zahar), China (Citic), Denmark (Klim),
France (Albin Michel), Germany (Blessing), Greece (Metaichmio), Israel (Keter), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Japan
(NHK), Korea (Sigongsa), Lithuania (Baltos Lankos), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Portugal (Planeta),
Romania (Nemira), Russia (Exmo), Spain (Paidos), Sweden (Natur och Kultur), Taiwan (China Times)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: Proposal and first three chapters – Delivery: Winter 2022 (125-150k words)
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Ethel Rosenberg
An American Tragedy

by Anne Sebba

The tragic story of Ethel Rosenberg, the first woman in
America to be sent to her death for a crime other than murder
Ethel Rosenberg’s story is America’s Dreyfus Affair: a catastrophic
failure of humanity and justice that continues to haunt the national
conscience, and is still being played out with different actors in the
lead roles today.
On 19 June 1953 Rosenberg became the first woman to be executed
by the US government in almost a century, and the only woman in
the US to be executed for a crime other than murder. She was thirtyseven years old and the mother of two small children. Her case
resonates more than ever today at a time of world tension and conspiracy rumours focused on a resurgent
Soviet Union.
Any battle to seek forgiveness for a convicted communist spy would, today, at a time when the Cold War
seems all too resonant, stand little chance of success. But the story of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg refuses
to die; this is an important moment to recount not simply what FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover called the
‘trial of the century’, but also a timeless human story of a supportive wife, loving mother and idealist who
had her life barbarically cut short for a crime she almost certainly did not commit. Ethel’s story lays bare a
nation once again deeply divided and unable to live at peace with itself.
ANNE SEBBA is one of Britain’s most distinguished biographers. Formerly a Reuters correspondent based
in London and Rome, she has written ten works of non-fiction, mostly about iconic women, and presented
BBC radio documentaries. She is the author of the international bestsellers That Woman, an acclaimed
biography of Wallis Simpson, Duchess of Windsor, and Les Parisiennes. She lives in Richmond, Surrey.
UK publication date: Weidenfeld & Nicolson – 24th June 2021
Praise for Ethel Rosenberg:
‘I don’t think I have ever read a book that has gripped me more.’ – Antony Horowitz
‘Masterful, original and painfully gripping.’ – Philippe Sands
‘Absolutely gripping in so many ways; beautifully written and superbly researched, a brilliant and a fresh
take on a famous case.’ – Simon Sebag Montefiore
‘I was completely held, absorbed and involved with the story of Ethel’s short life. Brilliant ... could not be
bettered.’ – Claire Tomalin
‘A magnificent book, one with a hundred strands, woven together with such skill that the only thought one
can have at the end is: how did we never know the true story of this remarkable woman?’ – Carmen Callil
Rights sales for Ethel Rosenberg: UK (Weidenfeld & Nicolson), US (St. Martin’s Press); Film and TV
rights: Michael Edelstein to produce for Miramax TV
Rights sales for previous title, Les Parisiennes: UK (Weidenfeld & Nicolson), US (St Martin’s Press),
China (SDX), Czech (Bourdon), France (Vuibert); Films and TV rights: 55 Films Ltd
Agent: Clare Alexander
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The Matter of Everything

The 12 Experiments that Made the Modern World

by Suzie Sheehy

Towards the end of the 19th century, people thought physics was done.
They knew stuff was made of atoms, and everything interacted through
the forces of gravity and electromagnetism and all the rest was details. But
little did they know. As the new century dawned a small number of curious
physicists started to probe deeper, to look beyond the atom. Particle
physics was born and the world would never be the same again.
In The Matter Of Everything, accelerator physicist Suzie Sheehy tells the story
of particle physics through its foundational experiments. Beginning with
the discovery of the electron, via radiation and Einstein, and all the way
through to the Large Hadron Collider, we uncover the breakthroughs that
led to our understanding of matter. But this is not just stories from the theoretical realm because what is
really extraordinary is that these leaps in our understanding of the world on the smallest scale have led to
tangible things in our everyday one. From the television to the iPhone, the MRI scanner to the internet, the
impact of particle physics is far and wide.
In seeing the human side of the breakthroughs, Sheehy pulls physics out of the laboratory and puts it into
the hands of people. Because more than anything this book is a celebration of human ingenuity, creativity
and curiosity; a powerful reminder that progress relies on the desire to know.
DR SUZIE SHEEHY is a physicist, academic and science communicator who divides her time between
her research groups at the University of Oxford where she is a Royal Society University Research Fellow,
and the University of Melbourne where she is Senior Lecturer. Her research focuses on developing new
particle accelerators for future applications in areas such as medicine and energy. An award-winning public
speaker, presenter and science communicator, Suzie has delivered professional lectures and keynote
presentations, written and delivered live shows to tens of thousands of students, is an expert TV presenter
of Impossible Engineering for Discovery Channel and in 2018 delivered her first TED talk as part of TEDx
Sydney, which has received over 1.5M views.
UK publication date: Bloomsbury – April 2022
Rights sales for The Matter of Everything: UK (Bloomsbury), US (Knopf), China (China South Booky
Culture Media), Italy (Bollati Boringhieri), Korea (Kachi), Netherlands (Thomas Rap), Portugal (Temas e
Debates), Romania (Lifestyle), Russia (Exmo)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: Edited Manuscript (100k words)
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Ageless

The New Science of Getting Older Without Getting
Old

by Andrew Steele

A guide to the science driving biology’s biggest story: why we
get old, and how we can stop it.
Ageing – not cancer, not heart disease – is the world’s leading cause
of death and suffering. We accept as inevitable that as we get older
our bodies and minds begin to deteriorate, and we are increasingly
likely to be struck by dementia or disease. Ageing is so deeply
ingrained in human experience that we never think to ask: is it
necessary? Biologists, on the other hand, have been investigating that
question for years.
Ageless introduces us to the cutting-edge research that is paving the way for a revolution in medicine. It
takes us inside the laboratories where scientists are studying every aspect of the cell – DNA, mitochondria,
stems cells, our immune systems, even age genes that have helped animals to a tenfold increase in lifespan
– all in an effort to forestall or reverse the body’s decline.
Computational biologist Andrew Steele offers reality-based hope, explaining what is happening as we age
and practical ways we can help slow down the process. He reveals how understanding the scientific
implications of ageing could lead to the greatest discovery in the history of medicine – one that has the
potential to improve billions of lives, save trillions of dollars, and transform the human condition.
ANDREW STEELE is a computational biologist with a PhD in physics. He is a Research Fellow at the
Francis Crick Institute in London, using computers to decode our DNA, and unravel the secrets hidden in
some of modern biology’s biggest data. He has a first-class degree and a DPhil from Oxford University,
where he used particle accelerators to understand the inner workings of magnetic and superconducting
materials.
UK publication date: Bloomsbury – 24th December 2020
Praise for Ageless:
‘Writing with the vim of a Bill Bryson and the technical knowledge of a scientist, Steele gives us a chance
to grasp what’s at stake in this dazzling, daunting age where big data meets human biology.’ – Independent
‘An exhilarating journey . . . Steele is a superb guide.’ – Telegraph
‘What if we had a cure for getting old? A bold young scientist argues that medicine and technology will stop
bodily decay . . . Fascinating.’ – The Times
‘Fascinating... Ageless is a rich and exciting exploration of that surprisingly intriguing topic we’d rather not
talk about: old age.’ – Irish Times
Rights sales for Ageless: UK (Bloomsbury), US (Doubleday), Bulgaria (Ciela), Simplified Chinese (Citic),
Czech (Leda), Italy (Vallardi), Korea (Rok Media), Portugal (Saida da Emergencia), Romania (SC Publica),
Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Planeta), Turkey (Ithaki)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
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The Amur River

Between Russia and China

by Colin Thubron

The Amur River is almost unknown. Yet it is the tenth longest river
in the world, rising in the Mongolian mountains and flowing
through Siberia to the Pacific. For 1,100 miles it forms the tense
border between Russia and China. Simmering with the memory of
land-grabs and unequal treaties, this is the most densely fortified
frontier on earth.
In his eightieth year, Colin Thubron takes a dramatic journey from
the Amur’s secret source to its giant mouth, covering almost 3,000
miles. Harassed by injury and by arrest from the local police, he
makes his way along both the Russian and Chinese shores, starting
out by Mongolian horse, then hitchhiking, sailing on poacher’s
sloops or travelling the Trans-Siberian Express. Having revived his Russian and Mandarin, he talks to
everyone he meets, from Chinese traders to Russian fishermen, from monks to indigenous peoples. By the
time he reaches the river’s desolate end, where Russia’s nineteenth-century imperial dream petered out, a
whole, pivotal world has come alive.
The Amur River is a shining masterpiece by the acknowledged laureate of travel writing, an urgent lesson in
history and the culmination of an astonishing career.
COLIN THUBRON is an acclaimed travel writer and novelist. His first books were about the Middle East
– Damascus, Lebanon and Cyprus. In 1982 he travelled by car into the Soviet Union, a journey he described
in Among the Russians. From these early experiences developed his classic travel books: Behind the
Wall (winner of the Hawthornden Prize and the Thomas Cook Travel Award), The Lost Heart of Asia, In
Siberia (Prix Bouvier), Shadow of the Silk Road and To a Mountain in Tibet.
Among other honours, Colin Thubron has received the Ness award of the Royal Geographical Society and
the Livingstone Memorial Medal of the Royal Society for Asian Affairs. In 2007 he was made CBE. He was
elected President of the Royal Society of Literature from 2010 to 2017, and named an RSL Companion of
Literature in 2020.
UK publication date: Chatto & Windus – 16th September 2021
Praise for Colin Thubron:
‘It is hard to think of a better travel book written this century.’ – The Times
‘Rich in humour, compassion and history, another confirmation, if any more were needed, that Thubron is
the pre-eminent travel writer of his generation.’ – Sunday Telegraph
‘A poetic volume - interesting, shocking and deeply engaging, the work of a mature writer at the top of his
game.’ – Sara Wheeler, Daily Telegraph
Rights sales for Shadow of the Silk Road: Brazil (L & PM Editores), Bulgaria (Vakon), France (Editions
Hoebeke), Germany (Dumont Reiseverlag), Greece (Papyros), Italy (Salani), Korea (Mindcube),
Netherlands (Atlas), Norway (Aschehoug), Poland (Czarne), Portugal (Bertrand), Romania (Polirom),
Serbia (Mono I Manjana), Spain (Grup Editorial 62), Thailand (Attita)
Agent: Clare Alexander
Material available: Edited Manuscript (85k words)
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