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UK: Granta (Jason Arthur)

US: Transit Books (Lizzie Davis)
Canada: Knopf Canada (Kiara
Kent)

Publication date: March 2027
Material available: Unedited MS
Length: 45k words

Agent: Harriet Moore

Rights sales for previous novel,
Study for Obedience: Albania
(Aleph Klub), Arabic (Kalimat),
Brazil (Record), Bulgaria (ICU),
Catalan (Les Hores), French (Sous-
Sol), French Canadian (Alto),
Germany (Wagenbach), Greece
(Dioptra), Italy (Codice), Portugal
(Dom Quixote), Slovenia (HKZ),
Spain (Random House), Turkey
(Domingo), Vietnam (Coral).

Co-agents:
Japan — EAJ
Korea — KCC

SARAH BERNSTEIN is a Canadian
writer and scholar who was born
in Montrealand now lives in the
Scottish Highlands, where she teaches
literature and creative writing. Her first
novel The Coming Bad Days was
published in 2021 by Daunt. Her second
novel Study for Obedience was published
by Granta in 2023. That year, it was
shortlisted for the Booker Prize.

Poor Baby
by Sarah Bernstein

A remaking of the Gothic haunted by the spectres of
complicity and inheritance by the Booker Prize-
shortlisted author of Study for Obedience

Westermoy is an old gamekeeper’s cottage, lived in by a
succession of estate managers, and the narrator and her
partner, Emil, are its newest occupants. Emil is overseeing
an ambitious regeneration project on the estate, and she is
employed as a gardener: pruning, watering, mulching,
pickling, despatching the rhododendrons. The narrator is
baffled with grief, but she is working to be well. And soon
after she moves in to Westermoy, she discovers she is
pregnant. But even from the first happy evening of their
arrival, there are spaces in Westermoy where she does not
like to tread.

Emil is taken away suddenly by the estate’s owner on
business, and almost as soon as he leaves, letters begin to
appear at Westermoy from a mysterious clerk — strange
intimations about the estate, thickets of claim and
counterclaim, recompense and reparation, in respect of the
alleged illegal occupation of the premises; boundary
disputes; reports of unedifying confrontations on the
ground. Why do the letters, which cannot after all be meant
for either of them, feel personal? Why do they make her so
nervous?

She has made it nearly to the end of the pregnancy when a
thick cream envelope arrives embossed with her and Emil’s
names. Inside is an invitation to the big house. Something,
something is waiting for her...

Praise for previous novel, Study for Obedience:
4 Shortlisted for the Booker Prize 2023 ¢

‘Remarkable. A beautiful, riddling tale. Bernstein’s writing is
philosophically opaque, electric and elegant.” — Telgraph

‘An absurdist, darkly funny novel. Berstein’s urgent,
crystalline prose upsets all our expectations. It has the
uncanny charm of feeling like both a historical work and
something bracingly modern.” — Booker Prize judges

‘Made up of philosophical, rthapsodic meanderings logged
in meticulous, measured prose.” — Guardian



UK: Scribner (Chris White)
Publication date: 11th March 2027

Material available: Edited MS
Length: 320 pages
Agent: Clare Alexander

Rights sales for previous novel,
The Sharing Economy:
Netherlands (Uniboek).

Co-agents:
Japan — unassigned
Korea — KCC

SOPHIE BERREBI is an author,
exhibitions curator and art historian,
born in Paris and educated in Paris and
London. An associate professor of art
history at the University of Amsterdam,
she is the author of many essays and
books about contemporary art. Her first
novel, The Sharing Economy appeared in
2023, published by Scribner. She lives in
Amsterdam and Paris, in a constellation
of personal attachments. The Rooms is
her second novel.

The Roows
by Sophie Berrebi

‘Who is it that said that at the age of fifty, a building is
either too young or too old? For a building, as for a
person, fifty is the perfect age to undergo a crisis.’

Iris arrives in Brussels to begin a fellowship at a prestigious
research institute. Fleeing the disintegration of her twenty-
year marriage in Amsterdam, she delves into the life of a
nineteenth century Belgian art patron and mycologist,
Mariette Rousseau, about whom she wants to curate a
biographical period room.

Making new encounters and reconnecting with old friends
Johan and Hassan, she embraces this new chapter of her
life. But as she delves into her research and walks the streets
of Brussels, the ghosts of her past come and go in waves,
triggering anxiety about how to navigate the second half of
her existence.

When Paula, a charismatic urban ecologist comes into her
life, Iris feels an awakening and begins to project herself
more confidently into the future. But the pull of the city is
still there, a city whose history and architecture come to act
as a mirror of the tremors in her body and in her mind.

Interspersed by a series of walks that intertwine the colonial
past and ecological future of a city that is revealed to the
reader layer after layer, The Rooms is a beautifully original
take on the messy business of entering middle-age at this
point in the 215t Century.



REBECCA BIRRELL

ENUS.
VANISHIN

‘RADIANT' CGRIPPING'
Megun Hunter Jounns Quinn

UK: Picador (Orla King)

US: Henry Holt (Cara Reilly)
Publication date: 9t July 2026
Material available: First proofs
Length: 384 pages

Agent: Harriet Moore

Co-agents:
Japan — Tuttle Mori
Korea — KCC

REBECCA BIRRELL is a
Leverhulme Trust Early Career Fellow
at the University of St Andrews and a
Bye-Fellow at Murray Edwards College,
University of Cambridge. Her first
book, This Dark Country: Women Artists,
Still Life and Intimacy in the Early 20th
Century was shortlisted for the PEN
Hessell Tiltman Prize and awarded an
Antonia Frazer Award for a Biography
in Progress by the Society of Authors. It
was chosen as a Guardian/Observer Art
Book of the Year. Venus, VVanishingis
her first novel.

Venus, 1 anishing
by Rebecca Birrell

Venus, Vanishing is the blisteringly passionate and
page-turning debut novel from Rebecca Birrell, of
desire, art, and the stories lost to the darkness of
history — for readers of Sarah Waters, Yael van der
Wouden, and Alice Winn.

Berlin, 1928. Hannah is new to the pleasures and freedoms
of the city. An artist, a runaway, she is building a new life,
loving without boundaries and sketching with a cutting
edge.

But soon the party is coming to an end. A consuming affair
with her patron, Elke - the imperious wife of a powerful
man - is reckless, yet life changing, and threatens to do more
than ruin both of their reputations.

Her work appears around the city, tampered with, and under
another's name. People are disappearing. The shadows of
something unspeakable are growing darker. Her art could
be the thing that secures her survival — or will deny her any
chance of escape.

Praise for Venus, Vanishing:
‘A gripping, gorgeously written debut that I couldn’t put
down.” — Joanna Quinn

“This book offers us a radiant vision of art against evil, of
the endurance of love, ambition and vitality amidst the
worst of atrocities and betrayal. This is a bold, moving
novel’ — Megan Hunter

“This extraordinary book holds a whole wotld, both deeply
researched and deeply felt, brought to vivid life before our
eyes. Rebecca Birrell writes her way into each scene so
piercingly, steering readers through heart-quickening
moments of peril and courage, of desire and risk. This is the
rare sort of book that brings the past back to trembling life
and alerts the reader to the shadows it casts in our present
moment.” — Doireann Ni Ghriofa
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ELAINE

Author of HOW TO READ NOW

UK: Atlantic (James Roxburgh)
US: Viking (Laura Tisdel)
Publication date: 3+ July 2025
Material available: Final PDF
Length: 320 pages

Agent: Emma Paterson

Rights sales for previous novel,
America is Not the Heart:
Denmark  (Gyldendal),  France
(Delcourt), Israel (Sendik), Italy
(Solferino), Poland (Foksal),
Romania (Black Button).

Co-agents:
Japan — Japan Uni
Korea - KCC

ELAINE CASTILLO was named one
of “30 of the Planet’s Most Exciting
Young People” by Financial Times and
was born and raised in the Bay Area.
Her debut novel Awserica is Not the Heart
was finalist for numerous prizes
including the Elle Award, the Center for
Fiction Prize, and the Aspen Words
Prize. She is longlisted for the Joyce
Carol Oates Prize 2026.

Moderation
by Elaine Castillo

A bold and inventive novel about real romance in the
virtual workplace—bringing Castillo’s trademark wit
and sharp cultural criticism to an irresistible story
about the possible future of love.

Girlie Delmundo is the greatest content moderator in the
world, and despite the setbacks of financial crises, climate
catastrophe, and a global pandemic, she’s going places: she’s
getting a promotion. Now thanks to her parent company
Paragon’s purchase of Fairground—the world’s preeminent
virtual reality content provider—she’s on the way
to becoming an elite VR moderator, playing in the big
leagues and, if her enthusiastic bosses are to be believed,
moderating the next stage of human interaction.

Despite the isolation that virtual reality requires from
colleagues, friends, and family, the unbelievable perks of her
new job mean she can solve a lot of her family’s problems
with money and mobility. She doesn’t have to think about
the childhood home they lost back in the Bay Area, or
history at all—she can just pay any debts that come due. But
when she meets William Cheung, Playground’s wry, reticent
co-founder (now Chief Product Officer) and slowly
unearths some of his secrets, and finds herself somehow
falling in love, she’ll learn that history might be impossible
to moderate and the future utterly impossible to control.

Praise for Moderation:
‘One of the most memorable, expertly drawn characters in

recent fiction.” — The Atlantic, ‘10 Best Books of 2025’

‘Baroquely funny, full of barbed observations that detonate
like precision-guided bombs.” — New York Times Book Review

‘Brilliantly atmospheric. Hurtling prose that fires off
provocative insights on almost every page.” — Washington Post

‘Masterful. Shifts seamlessly in scale and tone, from a wide-
angled systems novel to a love story, and from barbed satire
to staggering emotional depth. It’s a triumph.” — Publishers
Weekly *starred review*

‘A wry and witty commentary.” — Financial Times

‘Castillo again proves to be an enviably erudite chronicler.”
— Booklist *starred review*

‘A piercing, laser-precise exploration of big tech; a
breathtakingly funny and complex portrait of immigrant
communities in America; a highly charged, passionate and
tender love story.” — Kaliane Bradley



UK: Eye Books (Will Atkinson)
Publication date: 5 November
2026

Material available: Unedited MS
Length: 95k words
Agent: Clare Alexander

Previous publishers: UsS
(Houghton  Mifflin),  Germany
(Hoffmann &  Campe), Italy
(Newton Compton).

Co-agents:
Japan — unassigned
Korea — KCC

CLARE CLARK is the author of seven
highly acclaimed historical novels,
including The  Great  Stink,  Savage
Lands (both longlisted for the Orange
Prize) and The Nature of Monsters. Born in
1967, she graduated from Trinity
College, Cambridge with a double first
in History, and now lives in London
with her husband and two children.

Adder Stone
by Clare Clark

It is 1963 and in north Wales the Jones family are being
forcibly ejected from the land they have farmed for
generations. Their valley is to be drowned, turned into a
reservoir for the people of Liverpool. While her husband
Dai is grief-stricken, Olwen Jones privately sees it as a
blessing, an unforeseen chance to escape the narrow
confines of the valley. But for her teenage son Emyr,
Liverpool’s careless arrogance is proof that Wales will never
be free to decide its own future until, like Ireland, it breaks
the shackles of English imperialism.

Based on true events, Adder Stomeis an exploration of
personal identity and the possibilities and limits of love.
How far will we go for our child or for our country? Who
are we when we lose the places and the people that define
us? And how much, in the end, is it possible to forgiver?

Praise for previous novel, Trespass:
‘As memorable for its sharp and funny social observation as
it is for the powerful outrage that drives it.” — Sunday Times

‘Provocative, moving and timely.” — Maz/ on Sunday

‘So perceptive and clever. All the excitement of a thriller
with the depth of a literary novel.” — Cathy Rentzenbrink

‘A magnificent, nuanced and intricate novel. As political as

it is personal, both moving and psychologically fascinating.’
— Sadie Jones
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BUT THERE WRE VMY O2IS 10 DL

UK: Viper/Profile (Miranda Jewess)
Publication date: 15t October 2026
Material available: Unedited MS
Length: 320 pages

Agent: Clare Alexander

Co-agents:
Japan — unassigned
Korea — KCC

WILLIAM COOK is an Anglo-
German journalist based in London. He
has reported from Germany for over
thirty years, for publications including
the Independent and the Spectator. He was
awarded the Johann Strauss Gold Medal
for his reporting from Vienna. The
Fifteenth Man is his debut novel.

The Fifteenth Man
by William Cook

An Anglo-German journalist is on the hunt for a Nazi
criminal in this propulsive Cold War thriller

West Berlin, 1990. Journalist Michael Braun has made his
living tracking down Nazis and selling their stories to Fleet
Street. But since the fall of the Berlin Wall, no one catres
about another camp guard or petty bureaucrat.

Then Braun is offered an improbable assignment. Recently
discovered East German Stasi files show a Nazi may have
been hiding in Berlin for decades. And not just another low-
ranking soldier. Heinrich Miiller, head of the Gestapo, and
the fifteenth man: the only leading Nazi at the Wannsee
Conference whose fate is unknown. Desperate for money,
Braun takes the job. But the man he’s hunting — Miiller or
not — knows how to stay hidden. And how to protect his
secrets.
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ASENSE of OCCASION

BRODIE

CRELLIN

UK: Jonathan Cape (Hannah
Westland)

US: Riverhead (Alison Fairbrother)
Publication date: 4% June 2026
Material available: Final PDF
Length: 320 pages

Agent: Harriet Moore

Rights sales: Germany (Kjona).

Co-agents:
Japan — Tuttle Mori
Korea — KCC

BRODIE CRELLIN lives in London
and is an editor at Granta magazine. A
Sense of Occasion is Brodie’s first novel.

A Sense of Occasion
by Brodie Crellin

Taking place over a long, hot weekend, this stylish
tragi-comedy follows a small family’s chaotic
preparations for a funeral. With echoes of Edward St.
Aubyn’s Patrick Melrose novels, A Sense of Occasion
understands the potency, wretchedness, and wit of
family gatherings.

Mary’s death is bad news — for her daughter Patch, ex-
partner Robin, and niece Jude.

It will mean a funeral. But Patch can barely keep track of
her mother’s journey from the hospital to the mortuary, let
alone host a wake in her childhood home.

Robin wants to support her, but instead of assuming the
role of responsible father, he heads to his former haunt: the
lay-by where he used to meet farmers for sex.

Jude’s on her way from Naples, worrying less about Patch,
her estranged cousin, and more about whether there’s a
medicinal bag of cocaine in the boot. She hasn’t told the
family she’s en route. This way, any lingering acrimony will
be forgotten, and Jude’s past behaviour will be forgiven.

Thrown together in Mary’s tiny house, each of them is trying
to feel something: to grieve, atone, join in, be better. But
they rarely have one anothet’s best interests at heart, and as
the connections between them twist and contort, they lose
sight of the rules and grasp towards anything that might
make it all less painful.

Darkly funny, deeply entertaining, and intensely moving, .4
Sense of Occasion subverts and perverts your expectations to
reveal the fractious desires that simmer beneath the surface
of our lives.

Praise for A Sense of Occasion:

‘Crellin has a genius for tracking the internal logic behind all
kinds of catastrophically bad behaviour. A Sense of Occasion
is a wonderful book, at once shrewd and ethereal.” — Chris
Kraus

‘Assured, perfectly paced, sexy and intelligent, .4 Sense of
Occasion is truly profound on the costs of performing one’s
sexuality in public and private. I read it in a day; it was
difficult to stop’ — Merve Emre

‘Crellin is an astonishing writer, her sentences ring like bells

and are so sharp and perfect. This book is sexy, terrifying,
keen and startling.” — Daisy Johnson

12
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UK: Atlantic (James Roxburgh)
Publication date: 204 April 2026
Material available: Final PDF
Length: 288 pages

Agent: Emma Paterson

Co-agents:
Japan — EAJ
Korea — KCC

JON DOYLE is a writer based in Port
Talbot, South Wales. He was part of
Literature Wales’ Representing Wales
scheme in 2022/23, and won the
Writers &  Artists  Working-Class
Writers’ Prize 2023. He holds a BSc and
MRes in Zoology and MA in Creative
Writing from Cardiff University, and a
PhD in Creative Writing from Swansea
University. His work has appeared in
Short Fiction, Hobart, Plonghshares Online,
The Rumpus, 3:AM Magazine, Critique:
Studies in Contemporary Fiction among
other places.

Communion
by Jon Doyle

¢ An Observer Debut Novelist 2026 ¢

You didn’t go to the seminary to become a priest, the
rector had explained on their first morning. You went
to learn what God was asking of you.

When Mack O'Brien left his home in Port Talbot for the
seminaty as a teenager, he didn't imagine he'd be back a
decade later, unordained and still at a loss as to what makes
for a moral life. He takes a job as a security guard at the local
steelworks and begins an uneasy transition into the world he
once rejected. When the men of the steelworks organise an
unprecedented strike in protest against job cuts, he sees no
reason not to go along with it.

The last person Mack expects to see in the local club is
Siwan Roderick - the woman who appeared out of the blue
at the seminary one day to make a confession and swear him
to secrecy. Mack kept his word. But as the day of the strike
nears, and as he begins to fully understand what Siwan is
planning, Mack is forced to reckon with his loyalty to her
and the question of whether an act of violence can ever be
justified.

Praise for Communion:

‘Highly original. Each paragraph arrives like a short,
beautiful breath, and in the silences between, the true voices
of Port Talbot are able to sing through. A thrilling evocation
of a community.” — Andrew McMillan

‘Gritty and luminous, a radical and transgressive novel in
which the profane, the political and the personal are entirely
rooted in the sacred. Commmnionis both tender and
confrontational, an immaculate debut with dirt under its
fingernails.” — Colin Walsh

‘A startling interrogation of class identity, Catholicism and
masculinity. This timely, prescient novel asks how
communities nourish us, and when they begin to cut us off
from the wider world.” — Jessica Andrews

‘A book of rare grace and presence. Deeply moving.’
— Megan Hunter
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MADELEINE DUNNIGAN

UK: Daunt (Marigold Atkey)
US: Norton (Jill Bialosky)
Publication date: 12th February
2026

Material available: Final PDF
Length: 288 pages

Agent: Emma Paterson

Rights sales: Germany (Diogenes),
Spain (Plata/Urano).

Co-agents:
Japan — Japan Uni
Korea — KCC

MADELEINE DUNNIGANis a
writer from and based in London. She
was the Jill Davis Fellow on the New
York University Fiction MFA (2022—
24). Jean is her debut.

Jean

by Madeleine Dunnigan

Set over one hot summer, a startlingly assured debut
about the kinds of love that break us and make us
whole

One afternoon in 1976, teenagers Jean and Tom share an
almost imperceptible look across the grounds of Compton
Manor, a boarding school for boys with problems. Their
gaze marks a secret intimacy, one defined as much by
violence as by friendship and desire.

As the boys’ connection deepens, so too does the risk that
surrounds it. Jean — son of a single mother, Jewish, on a
scholarship, forever an outsider — wonders whether the
relationship might offer a way out of a life marked by
alienation. But what if the only true path to freedom is to
disappear altogether?

Spellbinding and evocative, Jear is a meditative narrative of
loss and escape distilled into the heartrending story of an
intense and dangerous adolescent love.

Praise for Jean:

‘Imagine the literary love-child of Garth Greenwell and Ian
McEwan. Suffused with the uncertainty of youth, and
steeped in 1970s counterculture, Jean has the slow-burn
unease of a McEwan novel.” — Bookseller

“The writing is constantly surprising. Dunnigan brilliantly
embodies duality in the shifting registers of her prose and
her sentences are wonderfully alive to physical fact. This is
an impressive and accomplished debut.” — Guardian

‘Dunnigan’s carefully controlled prose rarely puts a foot
wrong.” — Daily Mail

‘Bruising, interesting, occasionally sublime.” — Kirksus
‘A quiet yet accomplished debut.” — New Yorker

‘Jean uttetly transported me. Madeleine Dunnigan writes
such beautifully tempered prose, and hers is an exquisite
debut.” — Katie Kitamura

‘There’s something uncanny in Dunnigan’s austerely
beautiful prose, in how what begins as a character study
takes on a cosmic scale. Jear is a darkly luminous, profound
novel. An extraordinary debut.” — Garth Greenwell

‘Dunnigan is an important new voice in fiction. She tells this

most unique story with strength and delicacy, emotion and
precision. Jean is a gift.” — Jonathan Safran Foer
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UK: Hutchinson Heinemann

(Venetia Butterfield and Amy
Batley)

Publication date: 17t September
2026

Material available: First proofs
Length: 368 pages

Agent: Clare Alexander

Previous publishers:  Georgia
(Palitra), Greece (Klidarithmos),
Italy (Neri Pozza), Israel (Penn),
Romania (Litera), Russia (Sinbad),
Taiwan (Waves Press).

Co-agents:
Japan — Japan Uni
Korea — KCC

SEBASTIAN FAULKS has written
nineteen books, of which A Week in
December and The Fatal Englishman were
number one in the Sunday
Times bestseller lists. He is best known
tor Birdsong, part of his French trilogy,
and Human Traces, the first in an
ongoing  Austrian  trilogy. Before
becoming a full-time writer, he worked
as a journalist on national papers. He
has also written screenplays and has
appeared in small roles on stage. He
lives in London.

Farewell to Eden
by Sebastian Faulks

He surrendered to the chaos, the lack of shape or
meaning in his human life. He acknowledged the
weight of unknowing, the smothering of ignorance
that might as well be glossed as faith, because it was
after all within the walls of a monastery that he had
first thought himself blessed. As the Iast note
sounded, he felt himself melt into the living spirits of
those he had loved and of those who, even if he had
not known it at the time, had loved him too.

Set after the second world war, Farewell to Eden opens with
a man arriving to become a teacher at a girl’s school in
England. There are early hints that he is not quite who he
seems, and that there are secrets in his past.

At that time, there had been trauma in so many people’s
lives. Slowly we learn that Philip was a peacekeeper in
Palestine in the immediate aftermath of the War. As he
spends long evenings with Frances, the enigmatic music
mistress at the school, we come to know two people who
can’t talk about the traumatic experiences that they have
barely survived.

After great suffering, can they retain their humanity and
learn to love again?

A sudden death at the school threatens to upend their
growing closeness and carefully reconstituted lives in a
beautifully crafted novel about love and war and suffering
and its aftermath. Ultimately, this profound and profoundly
moving novel is about the search for faith and love and
meaning in an embattled world.

Praise for previous novel, The Seventh Son:
‘Another strange and unsettling book from one of our most
popular novelists; it’s also one of his best.” — Financial Times

‘Faulks is an enviable graceful and economical writer. He
conjures up the various worlds, brings the central characters
vividly to life and keeps the story moving intriguingly

forward.” — Guardian

‘A genuinely thought-provoking piece of fiction.” — Times
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Rebel
English ¢
Academy
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MOHAMMED

UK: Grove Press (Clare Drysdale)
US: Grove Press (Morgan
Entrekin)

India: PRH

Publication date: 5% February
2026

Material available: Final PDF
Length: 320 pages

Agent: Clare Alexander

Co-agents:
Japan — Tuttle Mori
Korea — KCC

MOHAMMED HANIF was botrn in
Okara, Pakistan. His first novel, .4 Case
of Exploding  Mangoes, won the
Commonwealth  Prize and  was
longlisted for the Man Booker Prize.
His second novel, Owr Lady of Alice
Bhatti, was shortlisted for the 2012
Wellcome Prize. He has written for the
New York Times, BBC Urdu, and BBC
Punjabi. He lives in London.

Rebel English Academy
by Mohammed Hanif

From the Booker-longlisted Mohammed Hanif comes
a lively, rich novel about the power of language,
friendship, and protest in the face of political turmoil

When a major Pakistani political figure is hanged, OK Town
erupts in protest.

A few miles away, Sir Baghi is surprised by a knock at the
door of his language school, the Rebel English Academy.
An unexpected visitor, Sabiha, seeks refuge — but she has a
gun, her parents are political prisoners, her husband has just
died in a suspicious fire and she’s clearly hiding something.

Meanwhile Captain Gul, disgraced intelligence officer, has
been banished to OK Town, where he aims to silence
protesters by any means necessary. But his duties — and
romantic desires — begin to overlap, and his already-dubious
power is further threatened.

In Rebel English  Academy, we see Pakistan coming into
modernity through a vibrant cast of interconnected
characters that face a changing landscape with violence,
passion and sharp humour. Wry, searing and deeply
relevant, this is a triumphant novel about political power,
religion, education, sexuality and dissent.

Praise for Rebel English Academy:

‘Smart, taut and electrifying, the tale fuses slapstick and the
fun of a cat-and-mouse thriller with the serious reckoning
wotk of a state-of-the-nation novel. A sure-fire Booker
contender.” — Guardian

‘With its prose lively and the pieces of its plot slotting neatly
together, the book is alive throughout with a sense of
death’s-head mischief.” — New York Times Book Review

‘Hanif’s elegant, tensile novel exposes the long shadow of
colonialism in a fable beautifully tailored to resonate in

2026 - TIME

‘Cleverly plotted, darkly satirical and wildly entertaining.’
— Shelf Awareness *starred review*

‘An incendiary comic novel. In the brilliant recklessness of
Hanif’s prose, we’re falling into a volatile story about the
uses and abuses of fire. . Like the American writer Paul
Beatty, Hanif uses comedy not to relieve but to destabilize,
to scrape beneath the crust of political reverence and make
contact with the lunacy of life under tyranny.” — Ron
Chatles, former book critic at the Washington Post

16



UK: John Murray (Yassine
Belkacemi)

Publication date: Spring 2027
Material available: Unedited MS

Length: 70k words
Agent: Chris Wellbelove

Rights sales for previous title,
Country: France (La Bouinotte).

Co-agents:
Japan — unassigned
Korea— EYA

MICHAEL HUGHES is an author,
creative writing teacher and an actor,
under the name Michael Colgan. His
two previous novels, The Countenance
Dipine (2017) and Country (2019) were
published in the UK by John Murray.
COUNTRY, a retelling of the Iliad set
in  Northern Ireland during the
Troubles, was a book of the year in the
Guardian, New Statesman and the TLS,
and was published in the US by Custom
House (HarperCollins) and praised by
the New York Times Book Review as “A
propulsive, blood-flecked homage to
the Iliad”. As an actor, Michael has
recently appeared in the FX adaptation
of Patrick Radden Keeffe’s Say Nothing
(in which he played the older Gerry
Adams) and in Netflix’s Hozuse of Guiness.

The Adventures of the Great
Detective James McParland
Among the Molly Maguires

of Pennsylvania
by Michael Hughes

For James McParland, life in Ireland is not enough. He
wants adventure, freedom, possibility — all the things that he
can’t get in Armagh, surrounded by generations of
McParlands and the ghosts of many more. And so, he sets
off, first to England and later to America, the land of
potential, the place where he’ll make his name and make his
fortune. But what starts as a fairly ordinary story of a man
trying to make it in a new country quickly turns when
McParland gets a job as a Pinkerton detective: employed to
go undercover in the mining communities of Pennsylvania,
to infiltrate the nascent labour movement, and in particular
the Irish unions, and report his findings back to the mining
companies.

McParland spends two and a half years deep undercover,
doing his best to weather whatever comes at him — the
elements, the back-breaking work down the mines, the
suspicions of people on all sides. But the deeper in he gets,
the higher the stakes become, until the question is not so
much will he get the story but whether he’ll survive to tell
1t.

Praise for previous novel, Country:
¢ Nominated for the European Union Prize for
Literature ¢

‘Daring, inventive and ambitious. The language is enough
to keep you enthralled.” — Guardian

‘A lively, convincing demotic that captures an Irish
idiomatic flow and an echo of Homer's formalities and
hexametric lines.” — Tzmes

‘Explodes with verbal invention, rapid juxtaposition,
brutality and fun. Hughes's linguistic dexterity, his ear for
dialogue, his understanding of character, the energy of his
prose.” — TLS
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ALEX HYDEis an
Professor at  University  College
London. 7olts, her first novel, a

Associate

fictional reimagining of her father’s
story, was longlisted for the Desmond
Elliott Prize and shortlisted for the
Gordon Bowker Volcano Prize. She
lives with her family in South London.

Exchibition
by Alex Hyde

As soon as you died, you were worth ten times the
price.

Amid the heady rebellion of London’s Young British
Artists, Rabble Stone, a photographer, meets the artist, a
painter, after renting a room in her Brixton home. Soon
Rabble is in thrall to this new wortld: to the run-down
glamour of the Victorian house; to the exhilarating and
debauched gallery openings, and to those in the artist’s orbit,
beautiful and lost. Above all, she is drawn to her new
friend’s work; raw, unfiltered self-portraits of startling
intimacy, which Rabble captures in her uncompromising
photographs. But as Rabble’s longing tips into obsession,
her pursuit of the artist — her fame, her wealth, her life —
threatens to consume het.

Travelling from London to Algiers, to Berlin and New
York, Exhibition is a story of love, ego and destruction, and
the dark relationship between authenticity and celebrity,
artist and muse.

Praise for previous title, Violets:
4 Longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize 2022 ¢
4 Shortlisted for the Gordon Bowker Volcano Prize
2023 ¢

‘A profoundly unusual novel, an intricately composed and
thoroughly corporeal portrait of the intertwined lives of two
women during the war. [7olets suggests a glittering career
ahead.” — Observer

‘An assuring debut. Hyde’s ingenious plotting is matched by
the inventiveness of her buoyant verse-like, subtly rhyming
prose.” — Daily Mail

‘A thoroughly humane, intimate, even celebratory novel... Its

interwoven form and sympathetic tone, insists on

connection.” — Times Literary Supplement

‘Tender and lyrical.” — Guardian
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TV adaptation coming: Mammoth
Screen and the BBC, broadcast tbc
for 2026

LIZ JENSEN is the author of eight
novels including the eco-thrillers The
Rapture and  The Uninvited, and the
Hollywood-adapted The Ninth Life of
Louis Drax. Her most recent work is the
memoir Your Wild and Precious Life. Her
work has been short-listed for the
Guardian Fiction Award, nominated
three times for the Women’s Fiction
prize, adapted for theatre and radio, and
translated into over twenty languages.
She is a founder of the ecological
campaign group Writers Rebel and the
creator of the Rebel Library. She lives in
Copenhagen.

The Rapture
by Liz Jensen

In a merciless summer of biblical heat and destructive
winds, Gabrielle Fox's main concern is a personal one: to
rebuild her career as a psychologist after a shattering car
accident. But when she is assigned Bethany Krall, one of the
most dangerous teenagers in the country, she begins to fear
she has made a terrible mistake. Raised on a diet of
evangelistic hellfire, Bethany is violent, delusional, cruelly
intuitive and insistent that she can foresee natural disasters
— a claim which Gabrielle interprets as a symptom of
doomsday delusion.

But when catastrophes begin to occur on the very dates
Bethany has predicted, and a brilliant, gentle physicist enters
the equation, the apocalyptic puzzle intensifies and the
stakes multiply. Is the self-proclaimed Nostradamus of the
psych ward the ultimate manipulator, or could she be the
harbinger of imminent global cataclysm on a scale never
seen before? And what can love mean in 'interesting times'?

A haunting story of human passion and burning faith set
against an adventure of tectonic proportions, The Rapture is
an electrifying psychological thriller that explores the dark
extremes of mankind's self-destruction in a world on the
brink.

Praise for The Rapture:

“T'he Rapture managed to get right under my skin. If there
was ever a book that should be read by lots of people then
this is it, it really is superior. Prepare to be horribly
spooked.” — Nicolas Lezard, Guardian

‘A considerable achievement. A masterclass on how to write
an engaging thriller about a relevant contemporary issue.
You’'ll be gripped.” — Irvine Welsh, Guardian

‘An end-of-days blockbuster to haunt your nightmare.
Unputdownable.” — Times

‘A rollicking eco-thriller that successfully marries high-
octane action with a prescient overview of the dangers of
climate change. Deliciously apocalyptic and jammed full of
ideas, this is storytelling at its rapturous best.” — Daily Mail

“T'he Rapture makes chilling reading. Jensen writes with

energy and chutzpah about the scarily possible. Electric and
elegiac.” — Independent
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DAISY JOHNSON was born in 1990.
Her debut short-story collection, Fexn,
was published in 2016. In 2018 she
became the youngest author ever to be
shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize
with her debut novel Ewverything Under.
Her 2020 novel Sisters was adapted into
the 2024 feature film September Says. She
is the winner of the Harper’s Bazaar
Short Story Prize, A. M. Heath Prize and
Edge Hill Short Story Prize. Her debut
play, 7ola’s Room, was produced in 2024
by the immersive theatre company
Punchdrunk. Her newest novel is called
Long Wave. She currently lives in Oxford
by the river.

Long Wave
by Daisy Johnson

From the Booker Prize finalist and author of Sisters:
a haunting novel about the complexities of
motherhood, nested within three generations of
women searching for each other to find themselves.

Found alone on a remote island as a toddler, Ori grows up
mired in the mystery of what happened to the young mother
who left her. When Ori welcomes a child of her own, years
later, maternal doubt creeps in. Sleepless nights flatten into
a dizzying slush, her grip on reality grows slack, and she
travels back through memory to the day her life changed on
that stormy island, waiting in the shadow of a beaconless
lighthouse, straining hopefully for the echo of rocks striking
each other in song: the sound of her mother’s return, which
never comes.

In ways she doesn’t yet understand, Ori’s unravelling binds
her to her mother and grandmother, whose lives were also
shaped by the brutal intimacies of motherhood. But can
exhuming the past alter the future? Is Ori’s fate—and the
fate of her child—intractably tethered to the secrets of those
who came before her?

Set in the uncanny, coastal England of Daisy Johnson’s
imagination, Long Wave immerses the reader in a physical
landscape reflective of the novel’s intense, interior drama.
With the hypnotic language, ferocious emotion, and
inventive imagery she is known for, Johnson offers a
masterfully layered and moving story that looks beyond
traditional understandings of family to examine the many
clemental forces of generation and transplantation that graft
us to one another.

Praise for Long Wave:

‘The power of Johnson's storytelling is elemental,
fundamental, irresistible. Long Wave has the gravity of an epic
and is her greatest achievement yet: a gripping mystery, a
series of impeccable character portraits, and an unflinchingly
observed treatise on the maelsttom of motherhood.
Masterful.” — Kiran Millwood Hargrave

Praise for previous novel, Sisters:

‘Brilliantly handled, psychologically persuasive and a proper
shock. It reminded me, in its general refusal to play nice, of
early lan McEwan.” — New York Times Book Review

‘Daisy Johnson is the demon offspring of Shitley Jackson
and Stephen King, her work a dark torrent of nightmarish
images, her gothic vision startlingly vivid and distinctive.
Terrifically well-crafted, psychologically complex and
chillingly twisted.” — Guardian
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MAX LURY is a British writer based in
London. He received the 2022 Curtis
Brown Prize whilst studying creative
writing at UEA, and is the winner of the
Galley Beggar Short Story Prize
2024. No Ghosts is his debut novel.

No Ghosts
by Max Lury

Kieran and Harlow’s best friend Annie disappeared a
year ago. And now, so have the ghosts.

After being reunited at Annie’s memorial, Kieran and
Harlow begin separate searches for their lost friend, all while
trying to repair their friendship. Harlow, recently retired
from the CGI company she helped found, discovers
fragments of the dead — faces, gestures, glances — in Al
generated videos; meanwhile Kieran, aimless and isolated,
stumbles into an occult community of those dedicated to
finding the missing ghosts.

The friends’ journeys will lead them through a world at once
recognisable and strangely removed. A subterranean world
of endless tunnels filled with ominous arrangements of
consumer goods; a world of seances where attendees are
haunted by the empty spaces where ghosts used to be. As
Harlow and Kieran are drawn deeper into the circumstances
behind Annie’s — and the ghosts’ — disappearance, a
terrifying, singular pattern breaks the surface.

No  Ghostsis a startling debut which plumbs the
undercurrents of feeling that pool beneath our use of
emergent technologies, to ask what new forms haunting
might take. Told with a sinister precision, it dramatises the
abstraction and unreality that increasingly define our
everyday lives, and marks the arrival of a major new literary
novelist.

Praise for No Ghosts:

‘Astringent comic realism is twinned with an eerie plot about
Big Tech’s power to reframe death.” — Anthony Cummins,
New Statesman, ‘The best fiction to read this year’

‘Wholly original and moving. Lury’s writing is vivid and
fresh, and by the end I was holding my breath, totally
enraptured by the journey the novel had taken me on.” —
Sophie Mackintosh

‘No Ghosts stands at the edge of a new fiction born of our
new age and also of our as-yet-undefined Resistance to it:
observant and sweeping.” — Steve Erickson

‘Not only incisive but prescient on our increasing immersion
in an unstable, tech-augmented reality. His prose is coolly
detached and precise while also being full of soul. An
unmissable debut.” — Luke Kennard

‘A touching, elegiac work. Funny, genuinely scary and

sublimely realised. Rarely see a more surefooted debut. 1
loved it]’ — Ben Pester
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MARTIN MACINNES is the
bestselling author of three novels, most
recently In  Ascension, which was
longlisted for the Booker prize, named
as one of Barack Obama’s ten best
books of the year, and is currently being
developed for film. He is the winner of
the Kairos Prize, the Arthur C. Clarke
Award, the Somerset Maugham Award,
the Manchester Fiction Prize, the
Scottish Book Trust New Writers
Award, the Saltire Award for Fiction,
and Blackwell’s Book of the Yeat.

The Frelds
by Martin Maclnnes

From the Booker Prize-longlisted author of In
Ascension come a sweeping, multigenerational novel
unfurling the secrets, violences, and beauties that
shape a Scottish family and our grand universe

On a remote Hebridean island, a young boy grows up on his
family’s croft. His father mends watches while his mother
works as a cleaner at a grand holiday house, a manor filled
with hidden treasures and dark secrets that will echo across
the boy’s lifetime. His story is one layer of a symphonic
journey through the deep reaches of time. From an English
family observing a rare comet in 1955 to a woman standing
in an Arctic seed vault as climate chaos rages, the lives of
three generations are bound by a sublime truth: we do not
merely inhabit our landscapes and histories, we are made
and unmade by them.

Unforgettable and elemental, The Fields is an astonishing
portrait of family, the violence of the past, the roar of
modernity, and the mysteries of time and the human heart.
Through its various parts and modes, Maclnnes asks: what
kind of novel meets the crises—political, ecological,
existential—that we find ourselves in? Where do we turn
next?

Praise for The Fields:

‘Maclnnes has written a beautiful, timeless classic, inviting us
to be curious about life’s most sweeping mysteries—the
nature of time, energy, physics, geology, and the accelerating
threat of climate change. Expansive yet intimate, The Fields is
an epic masterpiece that reminds us it is never too late to
remake our world, and hope is always within reach.” — Sarah
Jessica Parker

Praise for previous novel, In Ascension:
¢ Longlisted for The Booker Prize 2023 ¢

‘Utterly compelling.” — Times, Book of the Year
‘Profound and thrilling.” — New Statesman, Books of the Year

‘Astonishing. Beautifully written, richly atmospheric.”
—Guardian

‘Endlessly rewarding.” — Financial Times, Books of the Year

‘Superb. I’'m in total awe.” — Douglas Stewart
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SOPHIE MACKINTOSH is the
author of three critically-acclaimed
novels —The Water  Cure,  Blue
Ticket, and Cursed Bread. They have been
nominated for prizes including the
Booker Prize and the Women’s Prize
for Fiction. In 2023, she was named as
one of Granta’s Best of Young British
Novelists. Originally from Wales, she
now lives and works in London.

Permanence
by Sophie Mackintosh

From the Booker Prize-nominated author of The
Water Cure and Cursed Bread comes an intoxicating
modern love story. Permanence is a thrillingly erotic

and sharply relatable portrait of longing and
obsession, intimacy and betrayal, possession and
dispossession.

This is the story of an affair. Clara and Francis are in love,
but nobody knows it. For months they have been slipping
away from their respective lives, sharing stolen afternoons
in hotel rooms, their time together painfully sweet and all
too short. Until one day they wake up in a bedroom neither
of them recognises with no memory of how they got there.

They find themselves in a strange and unfamiliar city: a place
where adulterers can live openly as couples, without fear of
consequence, putting the theory of their love into practice.
Here the sky is painted over the old town square in
changeless, cloudless blue. Ripe fruits wait on the table each
morning and the sunset comes down in a blaze of pink each
night. And contact with the real world is impossible. As long
as Clara and Francis are here, they only have each other.

How do you know when you’ve found true lover How
much would you sacrifice to keep hold of it? And how long
can you stay in paradise before the cracks start to show?

Praise for Permanence:

‘Sensuous, moving, and quietly devastating. Mackintosh’s
portrait of a couple in desperate thrall to doomed romance
will stay with me for a long time.” — Monica Heisey, author

of Really Good, Actually

‘A haunting and seductive novel which pulses with the
possibility, or impossibility, of love.” — Avni Doshi, author of
Burnt Sugar

‘Reading Permanence is like dreaming — sensual and
atmospheric, vivid and hazy at once. An astonishing and
unforgettable book.” — Francesca Reece, author of 1gyenr

‘A brilliant parable about desire, infidelity, and devotion. The
thrill is in the slow, disquieting unfurling of the world. A dark
gem that asks us to consider the cost of intimacy — I tore
through it.” — Erin Somers, author of The Ten Year Affair
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DIVYA MANIAR is a Singaporean
author based in London. Her stories
have been published in The Rumpus,
Joyland Magazine, Nimrod Journal, Pigeon
Pages and Passages North. She has been a
finalist in the Sonora Review Short
Story  Prize, longlisted for the
Commonwealth  Short Story and
CRAFT prizes, as well as nominated for
Best of the Net and Best Small Fictions.
She is also a professional dancer and
movement artist.

After Care
by Divya Maniar

‘Poor Grace. Poor, poor Grace.’ It’s what she wanted
everybody to say.

Grace is no longer famous. She sits alone in her Crown
Heights apartment, endlessly watching reruns of herself on
the reality TV show, Speed Daters. One night, a man breaks
in through her window. A rare, still-obsessed fan or raging
incel — Grace is unsure who he is. Before she can find out,
he disappeats.

That same night, the world is rocked by the news
that Anoushka, Grace's reality show rival, has taken her own
life, thrusting Grace back into the public eye.

At first, Grace is thrilled to be relevant again. Driven by her
desperation for love and attention, she clings to the dregs of
her old life: her followers, her on-again, off-again boyfriend
Cal and her unstable influencer income.

But fame is fickle, and Grace’s image is fragile. When the
fans begin to turn on her, Grace escapes with Cal to his
isolated cabin in the middle of nowhere. Alone in the woods
with nothing but each other, can they mend what's broken
without destroying what little is left?

Sharp and unsettling, Maniar’s debut is an examination of
performance, spectatorship and the intricate balance
between loving and being loved in a recklessly consumerist
and increasingly vapid world.
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ROBERT NEWMAN has written six
books including the novels The Trade
Secret and The Fountain at the Centre of the
World. His previous book The Entirely
Accurate Encyclopaedia of Ewvolution ~was
made into a radio series which won a
BBC Audio Drama Award in 2017 for
Best Scripted Comedy. He has been a
stand-up comedian for thirty years and
has performed to sell-out crowds from
London to Paris to Texas. His most
recent stand-up show is The Brain
Show.

Intelligence
by Robert Newman

In Oxford, you philosophers justified sacrificing one
life to save a dozen. But to save millions? Well, there’s
no debate is there?

Oxford, 1938. I