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Five Strangers 
by E.V. Adamson 

 
Valentine’s Day. Parliament Hill Fields, London. 

From a distance it looks as though all of us are trapped in a 
spell. We are standing at the top of Kite Hill, on Parliament 

Hill Fields, gazing down at the city.  
 
Five strangers stand at the top of Kite Hill: Jen Hunter, a journalist 
and former author of a confessional newspaper column, Jamie 
Blackwood, a handsome hedge fund manage, Julia Jones, a Labour 
MP, Steven Walker, a teenage boy and Ayesha Ahmed, a local junior 
doctor. Their peaceful day is about to be shattered as they bear 
witness to a horrific murder and grisly suicide, events which will 
change all their lives.  
 

As Jen investigates the brutal crime, she comes to realise that things might not have been quite as they first 
appeared, and to fear that the events of that terrible day might be connected to secrets in her own past.   
 
Phoebe Morgan, editorial director of HarperFiction says, “Five Strangers opens with an amazing scene in 
which the London skyline is shattered by violence and each stranger must ask themselves: did they really 
see what they think they saw? It’s a tale of obsession, toxicity and secrets, and the way our lives are all 
interlinked, even if we don’t realise it. I fell in love with the powerful voice straight away; E. V. Adamson 
writes with a scalpel and I am thrilled to be bringing him to the HarperFiction crime list.” 
 
E.V. ADAMSON is the pseudonym for Andrew Wilson, a novelist, biographer and journalist. He is also a 
creative writing mentor on the Gold Dust scheme and a new tutor on Faber Academy’s online crime writing 
course. 
 
UK publication date: HarperCollins – May 2021 
 
Rights sales for Five Strangers: UK (HarperCollins) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Milk Teeth 

by Jessica Andrews 
 

Once, there was a girl who knew that the best thing she could 
be was beautiful. She was not the kind of person who might 
become a doctor, or a lawyer, or an engineer, but she knew 

that beauty had the power to set her free. Beauty was ethereal; 
far removed from the short-sleeved shirts and wrinkled jeans 
and the crinkle of discarded crisp packets. Beauty was silky 

and spangled and a chance at something better. 
 

She grew up in the age of diets. Teenage girls watched Victoria 
Beckham shrink to fit her seat at the World Cup and traced the curve 
of Kate Moss’s thighs. She eats a box of celery and drinks a can of 

diet coke for lunch every day. She sometimes eats couscous, but never pasta or rice. Her rules give her an 
anchor in the cold, rough sea of herself. They are based around consuming as little as possible, but really, 
they are just something rigid she can hold onto. Something to help her have the body other people want 
her to have. A body that will be her currency in the world. 
 
A few years later, in South London, a man who is not like the others. A man who seems to want to know 
all of her – her hopes and dreams and her fears and her demons. Together they move to Barcelona and 
into a relationship that is nothing like the ones she’s been in before. But dare she give herself over to 
somebody? Dare she leave behind her rules?  
 
Milk Teeth is the new novel from the 2020 Portico Prize-winning author of Saltwater. It is about the power 
of articulation, and learning how to give rise to anger. It is about the joy and the terror of inhabiting a body, 
and a search for a way to live in a body that feels like it belongs to you. And it is about love – who deserves 
it and, once you find it, how to live with it. 
 
JESSICA ANDREWS is from Sunderland. Her writing has been published by AnOther, Caught by the 
River, Somesuch Stories, the Contemporary ICA, Greyscale, Hysteria and Papaya Press. She has an MA in 
Creative Writing from the University of Kent, and studied English Literature at King’s College London. 
Her first novel, Saltwater, won the 2020 Portico Prize, often described as the ‘Booker of the North’.  
 

UK publication date: Sceptre – summer 2021 
 
Praise for previous title, Saltwater:  

✦ Winner of the 2020 Portico Prize ✦ 
 

‘A book of breathtaking beauty. Saltwater is a visionary novel with prose that gets deep under your skin. The 
short, sharp chapters thrum with life.’ – Observer  
 

‘A stunning new voice in British literary fiction.’ – Independent 
 
‘Raw, intimate and authentic. . . Andrews obviously has talent.’ – The Sunday Times 
 
Rights sales for Saltwater: UK (Sceptre), US (Farrar, Straus & Giroux), France (Feux Croisés), Germany 
(Hoffmann & Campe), Greece (Patakis Publications), Italy (NN Editore), Spain (Seix Barral); Film and 
TV rights: Holliday Grainger 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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The Women of Troy 

By Pat Barker 
 
Troy has fallen. The Greeks have won their bitter war. They can return 
home victors, loaded with their spoils: their stolen gold, stolen weapons, 
stolen women. All they need is a good wind to lift their sails. 
 
But the wind does not come. The gods are offended – the body of Priam 
lies desecrated, unburied – and so the victors remain in limbo, camped 
in the shadow of the city they destroyed, pacing at the edge of an 
unobliging sea. And, in these empty, restless days, the coalition that held 
them together begins to fray, old feuds resurface and suspicions fester. 
 
Largely unnoticed by her squabbling captors, Briseis remains in the 

Greek encampment. She forges alliances where she can – with young, rebellious Amina, with defiant, aged 
Hecuba, with Calchus, the disgraced priest – and begins to see the path to a kind of revenge. Briseis has 
survived the Trojan War, but peacetime may turn out to be even more dangerous… 
 
PAT BARKER is the author of 13 novels and has won the Booker Prize for Fiction, the Fawcett Society 
Book Prize, and the Guardian Fiction Prize. She was awarded a CBE in 2000. 
 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton – April 2021 
 
Praise for previous title, The Silence of the Girls: 

 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2019 Women’s Prize for Fiction ✦ 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2018 Costa Book Award ✦ 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2019 Gordon Burn Prize ✦ 

✦ A Sunday Times Bestseller; over 200,000 copies sold in the UK ✦ 

 
‘A searing twist on The Iliad... Chilling, powerful, audacious.’ – The Times 
 
‘A stunning return to form.’ – Observer 
 
‘Barker is a writer at the peak of her powers.’ – Irish Times 
 
‘You are in the hands of a writer at the height of her powers.’ – Evening Standard 
 
‘An assured triumph.’ – The Sunday Times 
 
‘An important, powerful, memorable book that invites us to look differently not only at The Iliad but at 
our own ways of telling stories about the past and the present.’ – Guardian  
 
Rights sales for The Women of Troy: UK (Hamish Hamilton), US (Doubleday) 
 
Rights sales for previous title, The Silence of the Girls: UK (Hamish Hamilton), US (Doubleday), 
Arabic (Aserelkotob), Bulgaria (Labyrinth), China (Shanghai Elegant People Book), Czech Republic 
(Vysehrad), Greece (Aiora), France (Charleston), Germany (MVG), Indonesia (PT Gramedia), Italy (Stile 
Libero), Korea (Sam & Parkers), Netherlands (Ambo Anthos), Portugal (Quetzal), Romania (Pandora), 
Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Siruela), Sweden (Albert Bonniers), Taiwan (China Times), Turkey (Yabanci); Film 
and TV rights: optioned by Element Films/BBC Films 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Girl, Woman, Other 
by Bernardine Evaristo 

 

✦ Winner of the 2019 Booker Prize ✦ 
✦ Over half a million copies sold ✦ 

✦ Winner of Author of the Year and Fiction Book  

of the Year at the 2020 British Book Awards ✦ 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2020 Women’s Prize ✦ 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2020 Orwell Prize ✦ 
 
From one of Britain’s most celebrated writers of colour, Girl, Woman, 
Other is a magnificent portrayal of the intersections of identity and a 
moving and hopeful story of an interconnected group of black British 
women. 
 

This is Britain as you’ve never read it. This is Britain as it has never been told. From Newcastle to Cornwall, 
from the birth of the twentieth century to the teens of the twenty-first, Girl, Woman, Other follows a cast of 
twelve characters on their personal journeys through this country and the last hundred years. They’re each 
looking for something - a shared past, an unexpected future, a place to call home, somewhere to fit in, a 
lover, a missed mother, a lost father, even just a touch of hope… 
 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton – 2nd May 2019 
 
Praise for Girl, Woman, Other: 
‘Bernardine Evaristo is the writer of the year. Girl, Woman, Other is the book of the decade.’ – Washington 
Independent Review of Books 
 
‘This novel is a master class in storytelling. It is absolutely unforgettable.’ – Roxane Gay 
 
‘A big, bold, sexy book that cracks open a world that needs to be known.’ – The Sunday Times 
 
Rights sold in 34 foreign languages. Rights sales for Girl, Woman, Other: UK (Hamish Hamilton), 
US (Grove), Arabic (Masaa), Brazil (Companhia das Letras), Bulgaria (Egmont), Simplified Chinese 
(Shanghai Translation), Complex Chinese (Commercial Press), Croatia (Profil), Czech (Host), Danish (Gads 
Forlag), Finland (WSOY), France (Globe), Georgia (Palitra), Germany (Tropen), Greece (Dardanos), 
Hungary (Europa), Iceland (Forlagid), Italy (Sur), Japan (Hakusuisha), Korea (GimmYoung), Lithuania 
(Alma), Mongolia (M+), Netherlands (De Geus), Norway (Gyldendal), Poland (Poznańskie), Portugal 
(Elsinore), Romania (Corint), Russia (Eksmo), Serbia (Sluzbeni Glasnik), Sinhalese (Sarasavi), Slovakia 
(Inaque), Slovenia (Cankarjeva), Spain (AdN), Sweden (Albert Bonniers), Turkey (Dogan Kitap), Ukraine 
(Fabula). Film and TV Rights: Potboiler Television 
 
Rights available in: Albania, Estonia, Indonesia, Israel, Latvia, Macedonia, Thailand, Vietnam 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson  
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Bernardine Evaristo 
 

BERNARDINE EVARISTO jointly won the Booker Prize 2019 with her eighth book, Girl, Woman, Other, 
making her the first black woman to win the prize in its history. Her writing explores the African diaspora: 
past, present, real, imagined, and includes short stories, essays, poetry, literary criticism, stage and BBC 
radio writing. A longstanding advocate for the inclusion of writers of colour, she founded the Brunel 
International African Poetry Prize in 2012 and The Complete Works poets development scheme in 2007. 
She is Professor of Creative Writing at Brunel University London and a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Literature, and its current Vice Chair.  
 

Mr. Loverman 
 
Barrington Jedidiah Walker is seventy-four and leads a double life. Born and 
bred in Antigua, he’s lived in Hackney since the sixties. A flamboyant, wise-
cracking local character with a dapper taste in retro suits and a fondness for 
quoting Shakespeare, Barrington is a husband, father and grandfather - but he 
is also secretly homosexual, lovers with his great childhood friend, Morris. 
 
A ground-breaking exploration of Britain’s older Caribbean community, which 
explodes cultural myths and fallacies and shows the extent of what can happen 
when people fear the consequences of being true to themselves. 
 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton, 2014 

 
Praise for Mr. Loverman: 

✦ Winner of the 2015 Ferro Grumley Award for LGBT Fiction ✦ 

✦ Winner of the 2014 Jerwood Fiction Uncovered Prize ✦ 
 

‘An undeniably bold and energetic writer, whose world view is anything but one-dimensional.’ – Sunday 
Times 
 
Rights sold: Arabic (Masaa), Italy (Playground) 
 

Blonde Roots 
 
Welcome to a world turned upside down. One minute, Doris, from England, 
is playing hide-and-seek with her sisters in the fields behind their cottage. The 
next, someone puts a bag over her head and she ends up in the hold of a slave-
ship sailing to the New World…  
 
In this fantastically imaginative inversion of the transatlantic slave trade, 
Bernardine Evaristo has created a thought-provoking satire that is as accessible 
and readable as it is intelligent and insightful. 
 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton, 2008 
 
Praise for Blonde Roots: 

✦ Winner of the 2009 Orange Youth Panel Award ✦ 

✦ Longlisted for the 2009 Orange Prize for Fiction ✦ 

✦ Finalist for the 2010 Hurston Wright Legacy Award ✦ 
 
Rights sold: Arabic (Masaa), France (Globe), Italy (Sur)  
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Soul Tourists 
 

Meet Stanley Williams: Single, in his thirties, grieving the death of his Jamaican 
father and wondering if there is more to life than his nine-to-five banking job 
in a sky-high glass menagerie. 
 
Enter Jessie O’Donnell: barmaid, former singer-cum-comedienne, and 
desperate to get into her rusty old Lady Niva and hit the freeway across Europe. 
 
The unlikely pair begin an electrifying odyssey that weaves in and out of history, 
colliding with the forgotten heroes of Europe’s past. Shakespeare’s mysterious 
‘Dark Lady of the Sonnet’s, Pushkin and his Ethiopian great-grandfather and 
the mixed-race Allessandro de’ Medici of Florence are all ready to have their 
voices heard, and Stanley and Jessie do what they can to hang on for the ride…  

 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton, 2005 
 
Praise for Soul Tourists: 
‘Evaristo possesses enough ball-busting originality to create whole novels for each of the historical 
characters she resurrects . . . [she creates] funky yarns so tantalising you want to devour them’ – Guardian  
 
‘A bouncy, touching novel about the search for love and belonging’ – The Times 
 
Rights previously sold: Chinese Simple (Sichuan Literature & Art Publishing House - expired) 
 
 

The Emperor’s Babe 
 
Londinium, AD 211. Zuleika is a modern girl living in an ancient world. She’s 
a back-alley firecracker, a scruffy Nubian babe with tangled hair and bare feet 
- and she’s just been married off a fat old Roman. Life as a teenage bride is no 
joke but Zeeks is a born survivor. She knows how to get by. Until one day she 
catches the eye of the most powerful man on earth, the Roman Emperor, and 
her trouble really starts... 
 
Silver-tongued and merry-eyed, this is a story in song and verse, a joyful mash-
up of today and yesterday. Kaleidoscoping distant past and vivid present, The 
Emperor’s Babe asks what it means to be a woman and to survive in this thrilling, 
brutal, breathless world. 
 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton, 2001 
 
Praise for The Emperor’s Babe: 

✦ Winner of the 2003 Nesta Fellowship Award ✦ 

 
‘Wildly entertaining, deeply affecting’ – Ali Smith 
 
‘A riotous, racy whirl through Roman Londinium . . . Bernardine Evaristo has spun a captivating tale in 
verse.’ – The New York Times Book Review 
 
‘A heroine of ancient times for the modern age... a glittering fiction... brilliant.’ – The Times 
 
Rights previously sold: Czech (Oftis - expired), Finland, (Jonny Kniga - expired), Italy (Fandango - 
expired)  
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Diary of a Film 
by Niven Govinden 

 
A novel about cinema, flâneurs, and queer love, from the 

acclaimed author of This Brutal House 
 
An auteur, together with his lead actors, is at a prestigious European 
festival to premier his latest film. 
 
Alone one morning at a backstreet café, he strikes up a conversation with 
a local woman who takes him on a walk to uncover the city’s secrets, 
historic and personal. As the walk unwinds, a story of love and tragedy 
emerges, and he begins to see the chance meeting as fate. He is entranced, 
wholly clear in his mind: her story must surely form the basis for his next 
film. 

 
This is a novel about the sometimes troubled, sometimes ecstatic creative process, and the toll it takes on 
its makers. But it is also a novel about stories, and the ongoing question of who has the right to tell them. 
 
NIVEN GOVINDEN is the author of five previous novels, most recently This Brutal House, which was 
longlisted for the Jhalak Prize and shortlisted for the 2019 Gordon Burn Prize and 2020 and Polari Prize. 
His next venture is Leather Bar ‘79, a publishing imprint giving voice to queer writers of colour, launching 
in 2021. 
 
UK publication date: Dialogue Books – 18th February 2021 
 
Praise for previous title, This Brutal House: 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2019 Gordon Burn Prize ✦ 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2020 Polari Prize ✦ 

✦ Longlisted for the 2020 Jhalak Prize ✦ 

 
‘Vivid prose reinventing ideas of motherhood, belonging and taking us into the community of drag balls 
and protest, both personal and political.’ – Jenni Fagan 
 
‘Fearless, authentic, vivid - necessary in a world that’s running out of tolerance.’ – Panos Karnezis 
 
‘A novel of rare intensity and sustained passion, This Brutal House asks the pressing question: what would 
you do to stand up for your truth?’ – Stephen Kelman 
 
‘Vivid and poetic, the story explores belonging, tolerance and what it means to be a parent in a confused 
and complex society.’ – The Sunday Times 
 
‘This is an important, and in places an experimental book, full of spark and wisdom. Like the best drag 
acts, This Brutal House leaves its reader full of a powerful, protesting energy.’ – Irish Times 
 
‘At the heart of [This Brutal House] are the twin concepts of reality and ‘realness’, an artificiality better than 
the real thing that is the highest accolade of the vogue walk. Reality is biological mothers rejecting their 
sons because of their sexuality; realness is the nurturing, scolding Mothers.’ – Guardian 
 
‘The finest novel to date from a brilliantly challenging, fearless and passionate writer’ – New Internationalist 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker  
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The High House 
by Jessie Greengrass 

 
We were insulated by our houses and our educations and our 

high street shopping centres. We had the habit of luck and 
power, and couldn’t understand that they were not our right. We 

saw that things were bad, elsewhere, but surely something 
would turn up, because didn’t it always, for us? 

 
Francesca is Caro’s stepmother, and Pauly’s mother. A scientist, she can 
see what is going to happen. 
 
The high house was once her holiday home; now looked after by 
Grandy and Sally, she has turned it into an ark, for when the time comes. 
The mill powers the generator; the orchard is carefully pruned; the 
greenhouse has all its glass intact. Almost a family, but not quite, they 

plant, store seed, and watch the weather carefully. 
 

The High House is a novel of the extraordinary and of the everyday. It explores how we get used to change 
that once seemed unthinkable, how we place the needs of our families against the needs of others – and it 
asks us who, if we had to, we would save. 
 
JESSIE GREENGRASS’s first novel, Sight, was shortlisted for the Women’s Prize for Fiction and 
longlisted for the Wellcome Book Prize. Her debut story collection, An Account of the Decline of the Great Auk, 
According to One Who Saw It, won the Edge Hill Prize 2016 and a Somerset Maugham Award, and she was 
shortlisted for the PFD/Sunday Times Young Writer of the Year.  
 
UK publication date: Swift – April 2021 

 

Praise for The High House: 
‘In the tradition of Lively, Hazzard, Fitzgerald, Ishiguro and Brookner, Jessie Greengrass is a master 
observer of inter-human atmosphere; exquisitely good on oddity, unease, yearning and disquiet. The High 
House is about the great crisis of our time, but is an unconventional domestic drama performed on an 
intimate stage. It shows us what strange shapeless agony comes of loving one another, being alive together, 
preparing for the end of one story or the beginning of the next.’ – Max Porter 
 
Praise for previous title, Sight: 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2018 Women’s Prize for Fiction ✦ 

✦ Longlisted for the 2019 Wellcome Book Prize ✦ 

 

‘An exceptionally accomplished debut.’ – Observer 
 
‘The poise, intelligence and serious intent of Sight will be lauded, and rightly so. I would not be surprised to 
see it on heavyweight prize lists.’ – The Sunday Times 
 
‘Exceptional . . . The prose is unsentimental, measured, breathtaking in its elegance.’ – The Spectator 
 

Rights sales for Sight: UK (John Murray), US (Hogarth), China, (Beijing Fonghong Books), Germany 
(Kiepenheuer & Witsch), Italy (Bompiani), Turkey (Timas Basim Ticaret) 
 
Rights sales for The High House: UK (Swift), Italy (Bompiani) 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker  
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Rabbit Foot Bill 
by Helen Humphreys 

 

Based on a true story, this page-turning novel from a master 

stylist examines the frailty and resilience of the human mind. 

 

Canwood, Saskatchewan, 1947. Leonard Flint, a lonely boy in a small 
farming town befriends the local tramp, a man known as Rabbit Foot 
Bill. Bill doesn’t talk much, but he allows Leonard to accompany him as 
he sets rabbit snares and to visit his small, secluded dwelling.  
 
Being with Bill is everything to young Leonard—an escape from school, 
bullies and a hard father. So his shock is absolute when he witnesses Bill 
commit a sudden violent act and loses him to prison. 
 

Fifteen years on, as a newly graduated doctor of psychiatry, Leonard arrives at the Weyburn Mental 
Hospital, both excited and intimidated by the massive institution known for its experimental LSD trials. To 
Leonard’s great surprise, at the Weyburn he is reunited with Bill and soon becomes fixated on discovering 
what happened on that fateful day in 1947. 
 
HELEN HUMPHREYS is an acclaimed and award-winning author of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Her 
work includes the novel Machine Without Horses, The Evening Chorus, Coventry and Afterimage and her non-
fiction includes The Ghost Orchard and The Frozen Thames, as well as the memoir Nocturne. She has won the 
Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize and the Toronto Book Award, and she has been a finalist for the 
Governor General’s Award for Fiction, the Trillium Book Prize, the Lambda Literary Award and CBC 
Radio’s Canada Reads. The recipient of the Harbourfront Festival Prize for literary excellence, Helen 
Humphreys lives in Kingston, Ontario. 
 

Publication date: HarperCollins Canada – 18th August 2020 

 

Praise for Rabbit Foot Bill: 

✦Number One on the Indie Bookseller Bestseller List✦ 

✦Number Six on the National Fiction Bestseller List✦ 

‘A finely rendered story about people trying to find inner peace after their worlds have been turned 

upside down. Both shocking and tender, Rabbit Foot Bill is a riveting tale, full of compassion and told 

without judgement.’ – Governor General’s Award-winning author Dianne Warren 

 

‘One of the best — and most wonderfully experimental — historical fiction titles of the year. . . 

Humphreys is an extraordinary writer. Truly spectacular.’ – Toronto Star 

  
‘A quintessentially Humphreys story as beguiling as ever.’ – Maclean’s Magazine 
 
Right sales for Rabbit Foot Bill: HarperCollins (Canada), Playground Libri (Italy); Film & TV Rights: 
Back Alley Films, Canada 
 

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Harpy 
by Megan Hunter 

 

I lift the razor and a fairy tale drop of blood rolls out from 
under the silver. The colours are the brightest I have ever 

seen. 

 
Lucy and Jake live in a house by a field where the sun burns like a 
ball of fire. Lucy has set her career aside in order to devote the hours 
of her life to the children, to their finely tuned routine, and to the 
house itself, which comforts her like an old, sly friend. But then a 
man calls one afternoon: his wife has been having an affair with 
Lucy’s husband, he wants her to know.  
 
The revelation marks a turning point: Lucy and Jake decide to stay 
together, but in a special arrangement designed to even the score 
and save their marriage, she will hurt him three times.   
 

As the couple submit to a delicate game of crime and punishment, Lucy herself begins to change, 
surrendering to a transformation of both mind and body from which there is no return.   
 
Told in dazzling, musical prose, The Harpy is a dark, staggering fairy tale, at once mythical and otherworldly 
and fiercely contemporary. It is a novel of love, marriage and its failures; of power, control and revenge; of 
metamorphosis and renewal.  
 

MEGAN HUNTER was born in Manchester in 1984, and studied English Literature at Sussex and 

Cambridge. Her poetry has been shortlisted for the Bridport Prize and she was a finalist for the Aesthetica 

Creative Writing Award. The End We Start From, her first novel, has been translated into seven languages, 

was shortlisted for Novel of the Year at the 2017 Books Are My Bag Readers Awards, was longlisted for 

the Aspen Words Prize and was a finalist for the Barnes & Noble Discover Prize.  
 

UK publication date: Picador – 3rd September 2020 

 

Praise for The Harpy: 

✦ A Booksellers Association Fiction Book of the Month ✦ 

 

‘A gripping, psychologically astute account of a relationship in free-fall.’ – Scotsman 
 
‘The Harpy is an almost perfect book. The premise is so simple, and the execution so flawless.’ – Kristen 
Roupenian 
 
‘The Harpy is brilliant. Hunter imbues the everyday with apocalyptic unease. A deeply unsettling, excellent 
read.’ – Daisy Johnson 
 

Right sales for The Harpy: UK (Picador), US (Grove), Estonia (Rahva Raamat), France (Globe), 
Germany (Beck), Spain (Vegueta Ediciones) 
 

Right sales for The End We Start From: UK (Picador), US (Grove), France (Gallimard), Germany 

(Beck), Holland (Hollands Diep), Italy (Guanda), Portugal (20/20 Editora), Spain (Vegueta Ediciones), 

Turkey (Yapi Kredi) 

 

Agent: Emma Paterson  
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How We Are Translated 
by Jessica Gaitán Johannesson 

 

People say ‘I’m sorry’ all the time when it can mean both ‘I’m 
sorry I hurt you’ and ‘I’m sorry someone else did something I 

have nothing to do with’. It’s like the English language gave up 
on trying to find a word for sympathy which wasn’t also the word 

for guilt. 
 
Swedish immigrant Kristin won’t talk about the Project growing inside 
her. Her Brazilian-born Scottish boyfriend Ciaran won’t speak English 
at all; he is trying to immerse himself in a Swedish språkbad language 
bath, to prepare for their future, whatever the fick that means. Their 
Edinburgh flat is starting to feel very small. 
 

As this young couple is forced to confront the thing that they are both avoiding, they must reckon with the 
bigger questions of the world outside, and their places in it. 

 
JESSICA GAITAN JOHANNESSON grew up with two first languages (Spanish and Swedish) and now 

writes in a third. She is a bookseller at Mr B’s in Bath and an activist, working for urgent action on the 

climate and ecological crisis. 

 

UK publication date: Scribe – February 2021 

 

Rights sales for How We Are Translated: World English (Scribe) 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker  



17 

 

Sisters 
by Daisy Johnson 

The electrifying new novel from the youngest-ever author to be 
shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize. 

 
Something unspeakable has happened to sisters July and September. 

 
Desperate for a fresh start, their mother Sheela moves them across the 
country to an old family house that has a troubled life of its own. Noises 
come from behind the walls. Lights flicker of their own accord. The dank 
basement, where July and September once made a blood promise to each 
other, is deeply disquieting. 
 
In their new, unsettling surroundings, July finds that the fierce bond she’s 
always had with September is beginning to change in ways she cannot 
understand.  

 
Taut, transfixing and profoundly moving, Sisters explodes with the fury and joy of adolescence.  
 
UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – 13th August 2020  
 
Praise for Sisters: 

♦ A Sunday Times Summer Read ♦ 
♦ A New York Times Book to Watch For in August ♦ 

 
‘Spooky, sensuous, sensational.’ – The Times 
 
‘Terrifically well-crafted, psychologically complex and chillingly twisted.’ – Observer 
 
‘A relentlessly macabre account of grief and guilt, identity and codependency, teenage girls and their 
mothers. It reminded me, in its general refusal to play nice, of early Ian McEwan.’ – New York Times Book 
Review 
 
‘A memorable and haunting novel.’ – Booklist, Starred Review 
 
‘A subtle book that brings to bear all its author’s prodigious skill. A must-read.’ – Kirkus, Starred Review 
 
‘Johnson’s prose seduces us with the promise of comfort and then yanks that comfort away.’ – Guardian 
 
‘It’s deeply unnerving and unnervingly prescient.’ – Vogue 
 
Rights sales for Sisters: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Riverhead), Arabic (Dar Al Mada), China (Shanghai 
Literature and Art), France (Stock), Germany (BTB), Italy (Fazi), Netherlands (Koppernik), Poland (Swiat 
Ksiazki), Russia (Eksmo), Spain (under offer); Film and TV Rights: Element Films and BBC Films 
 
Rights sales for previous title, Everything Under: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Riverhead), Arabic (Dar 
Al Mada), China (Shanghai Literature and Art), Germany (BTB), Greece (Kastaniotis), Italy (Fazi), 
Netherlands (Koppernik), Poland (Swiat Ksiazki), Russia (Exmo), Spain (Periferica de Libros), Turkey 
(Eksik Parca) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/30/books/new-august-books.html
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How the One-Armed Sister  
Sweeps Her House 

by Cherie Jones 
 

It takes courage to survive in a world full of trouble... 
 

In Baxter’s Beach, Barbados, Lala’s grandmother Wilma tells the story 
of the one-armed sister, a cautionary tale about what happens to girls 
who disobey their mothers. For Wilma, it’s the story of a wilful 
adventurer, who ignores the warnings of those around her, and 
suffers as a result. 
 
When Lala grows up, she sees it offers hope - of life after losing a 
baby in the most terrible of circumstances and marrying the wrong 
man. And Mira Whalen? It’s about keeping alive, trying to make sense 
of the fact that her husband has been murdered, and she didn’t get 

the chance to tell him that she loved him after all. 
 
How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps Her House is the powerful, intense story of three marriages, and of a beautiful 
island paradise where, beyond the white sand beaches and the wealthy tourists, lies poverty, menacing 
violence and the story of the sacrifices some women make to survive. 
 
CHERIE JONES was born in Barbados in 1974. She is a graduate of the MA programme at Sheffield 
Hallam University, where she won both the Archie Markham Award and the A.M. Heath Prize, and a past 
fellowship awardee of the Vermont Studio Centre. Publication credits for her short fiction include PANK, 
Reflex Fiction and The Feminist Wire.   
 
UK publication date: Headline – 14th January 2021 
 
Praise for How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps Her House: 
‘A hard-hitting and unflinching novel from a bold new writer who tackles head-on the brutal extremes of 
patriarchal abuse.’ – Bernardine Evaristo 
 
‘A gripping thriller, a symphony of voices and a novel of deep empathy.’ – Mark Haddon 
 
‘This book unfolds around the reader like ripples in water, it offers an unflinching vision of what it means 
to have a body and to fight to protect that body, it demands attention. These are characters’ voices I will 
be hearing for a long time and a book I will be recommending to everyone.’ – Daisy Johnson 
 
‘Here is a bright new star. Cherie Jones has talent abounding, drawing us with skill, delicacy and glorious 
style into a vortex of Bajan lives on the edge, clashing across class and colour divides. This is one of the 
strongest, most assured and heart-wrenching debuts I have ever read.’ – Diana Evans 
 
‘Simply brilliant. By the first chapter, it burned into my heart. Ambitious, poetic, and layered with the rich 
voices of its many stunning characters, this terrific début novel by Cherie Jones opened my eyes to the 
many ways that her young Barbadian protagonist must fight for her life. One-Armed Sister will stay with me, 
and will seduce readers for decades.’ – Lawrence Hill 
 
Rights sales for How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps Her House: UK (Headline), US (Little Brown), 
Canada (Harper Collins), Germany (CulturBooks) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Nightingale 
by Marina Kemp 

 
A moving and masterful novel about sex, death, passion and 

prejudice in a sleepy village in the south of France. 
 
Marguerite Demers is twenty-five when she leaves Paris for the sleepy 
southern village of Saint Sulpice to take up a job as a live-in nurse. Her 
charge is Jerome Lanvier – once one of the most powerful men in the 
village, now dying alone in his large and secluded house surrounded by 
rambling neglected gardens. Manipulative and tyrannical, Jerome has 
scared away all of his previous caretakers. 

 
It’s not long before the villagers have formed opinions of Marguerite.  
 
Brigitte Brochon, pillar of the community and local busybody, finds her 

arrogant and mysterious and is desperate to find a reason to have her fired. Glamorous outsider Suki 
Lacourse sees Marguerite as an ally in a sea of small-minded provincialism. Local farmer Henri Brochon, 
husband of Brigitte, feels sorry for her and wants to protect her from the villagers’ intrusive gossip and 
speculation, but Henri has a secret of his own that would scandalize his neighbours, if only they knew. The 
sudden arrival of Jerome’s three sons will upend the rhythm of their days, changing their lives forever. 
 
Set among the lush fields and olive groves of southern France, and written in clear prose of luminous 
beauty, Nightingale is an unforgettable novel that traces the ways in which guilt can be transformed, and how 
people can unexpectedly find a sense of redemption. 
 

MARINA KEMP was born in London, where she lives now with her husband and daughter. She studied 
Classics at Oxford University, and Creative Writing at Goldsmiths. Nightingale is her first novel. 
 

UK publication date: Fourth Estate – 6th February 2020  
 
Praise for Nightingale: 

♦ A Times Summer Read for 2020 ♦ 
 

‘Nightingale is a deft debut; gritty, unsentimental but deeply moving, aglow with compassion.’ – Guardian 
 
‘This is a book with plenty of life and passion in it... a rollercoaster of a read with serious intent.’ – The Times 
  
‘Kemp writes with a careful restraint that makes the emotional explosions all the more powerful when they 
come.’ – Kirkus, starred review 
 
‘[A] stellar debut…Precise, distinctive prose… and well-drawn characters make this satisfying tale all the 
more memorable. Expect Kemp to make a big splash.’ – Publishers Weekly, Starred review 
 
‘[A] moody, suspenseful, and altogether absorbing debut.’ – Booklist 
 
‘Secrets and lies, despair and rebirth as a patriarch dies in rural France. An exquisitely-observed debut from 
a writer to watch.’ – Francis Spufford, author of Golden Hill 
 

Rights sales for Nightingale: UK (Fourth Estate), US (Viking) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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On behalf of Anthony Harwood: 

Isabelle in the Afternoon 
by Douglas Kennedy 

 
Before Isabelle I knew nothing of sex. 

Before Isabelle I knew nothing of freedom. 
Before Isabelle I knew nothing of life. 

 

Paris in the early Seventies. Sam, an American student, meets a woman 

in a bookshop. Isabelle is enigmatic, beautiful, older and unlike Sam, 

experienced in love’s many contradictions. Sam is instantly smitten, but 

wary of the wedding ring on her finger. 

 

What begins as a regular arrangement in Isabelle’s tiny Parisian 

apartment, transforms into a true affair of the heart which lasts for 

decades to come. 

 

Isabelle in the Afternoon is a novel that questions what we seek, what we 

find, what we settle for – and shows how love, when not lived day in, day out, can become the passion of 

a lifetime. 

 

DOUGLAS KENNEDY’s previous novels include the critically-acclaimed bestsellers The Big Picture, The 

Pursuit of Happiness and The Moment. He is also the author of three highly-praised travel books. The Big 

Picture was filmed with Romain Duris and Catherine Deneuve; The Woman in the Fifth with Ethan Hawke 

and Kristen Scott Thomas. His work has been translated into twenty-two languages. In 2007 he was 

awarded the French decoration of Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, and in 2009 the inaugural Grand 

Prix de Figaro.  

 

UK publication date: Hutchinson – 9th January 2020 
 

Praise for Isabelle in the Afternoon: 

‘The absolute master of love stories with heart-stopping twists.’ – The Times 
 
‘Kennedy is skilled at zigzag plotting, blending domestic twists with turns created by global affairs.’  
– Observer 
 
‘Isabelle in the Afternoon is a devastatingly stunning novel...It is a very sensual tale portraying the intensity of 
a love, the ferocity of a passion filled with loss and regret. Emotional, poignant, intoxicating, beautiful.’ 
– Swirl and Thread 
 
‘[A] touching exploration of passion untested by domesticity.’ – Mail On Sunday 
 
‘Beautifully written [...] will resonate with anyone who’s ever been in love.’ – Heat Magazine 
 
Rights sales for Isabelle in the Afternoon:  UK (Hutchinson), Bulgaria (Colibri), Catalan (Enciclopedia), 
France (Belfond), Korea (Balgunsesang), Spain (Arpa) 
 
Agent: Antony Harwood  
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Highway Blue 
by Ailsa McFarlane 

 
A road trip. A love story. A tale of discovery. This is a hypnotic 

debut of broken love on the run, from a blazingly original 
writer. 

 
“In front of me the long length of the road wound out, wound 

out and wound on under hot sky. And I drove...” 
 

Highway Blue tells the story of Anne-Marie and Cal: the story of their 
brief marriage, and also of their long estrangement. And when a violent 
ambush hurls the two of them cross-country on the road, it becomes 
the story of their search for salvation. On their ill-at-ease odyssey along 
the darker seams of the country--from sweaty motel rooms and 
darkened parking lots, encountering other whisky-soaked souls along 

the way--Anne-Marie sifts through the consequences of their crime. But this is also the story of love, in all 
its broken forms, and how the pursuit of love is, in turn, a kind of redemption. 
 
Written in spare, shimmering prose, this is a novel of tragedy and transcendence, of being lost and found 
across a vast, almost mythical American landscape. With all the power and grace of a latter-day Denis 
Johnson, Highway Blue introduces an electrifyingly singular and brilliant new voice. 
 
AILSA MCFARLANE was born in 1997 in Seattle, Washington, and grew up in Snowdonia in the United 
Kingdom. After leaving school, she studied veterinary science before dropping out to travel the United 
States and Europe by road. Highway Blue is her first novel. 
 
UK publication date: Harvill Secker – May 2021 
  
Praise for Highway Blue: 
‘Hypnotic, stylish, cinematic. The even prose perfectly conjures the landscape, the road, the waves, while 
the trance-like repetition holds you captive to each sentence, like a blues song or an incantation.’ – Olivia 
Sudjic 
 
‘In Highway Blue, the richness and pathos of the ordinary is heightened by the private mysteries of 
McFarlane’s innocent fugitives as they run from both the law and themselves. It is a harrowing journey, but 
one filled with unexpected kindnesses and the illuminating effect of transformation. I so admire it.’  
– Susanna Moore 
 
Rights sales for Highway Blue: UK (Harvill Secker), US (Hogarth) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson  
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Castles From Cobwebs 
by J. A. Mensah 

 

✦ Winner of the inaugural NorthBound Book Award ✦ 
 

I’d always known that I was Brown. Black was different though; 
it came announced. Black came with expectations, of rhythm and 

other things that might trip me up. 
 

On a morning walk outside her convent on a remote Northumbrian 
island, Reverend Mother Michaela Maria finds an abandoned Ghanaian 
baby, only weeks old, and brings her back to the convent to be raised by 
the nuns. She names her Imani. Racially isolated, Imani’s growing sense 
of displacement is assuaged on her sixth birthday by the appearance of a 
shadow - a brazen and tempestuous imaginary friend called Amarie, 
dismissed as a demon by the nuns.  
 

Then, at 19, Imani answers a phone call at the convent that will change her life: her family in Ghana has 
discovered her existence, and she is being called to Accra after the sudden death of her biological mother. 
On arrival, she is shocked to discover that Amarie has disappeared.  
 
Past, present, faith, folklore and reality are intricately threaded as Imani navigates her heritage in her search 
for selfhood. Following the transition from innocence to understanding, Imani’s experience illuminates the 
stories we all tell to make ourselves whole.   
 
J.A. MENSAH is a British writer of Ghanaian heritage. She has written for theatre with a focus on human 
rights narratives and the testimonies of survivors and she was Leverhulme Artist in Residence at the Centre 
for Applied Human Rights at the University of York. She holds a PhD in Literature and Creative Writing 
from Newcastle University. Castles From Cobwebs, her first novel, won the NorthBound Book Award in 2019. 

 
UK publication date: Saraband – February 2021  

 

Praise for Castles from Cobwebs:  
‘Real, powerful and unique.’ – Chitra Ramaswamy 

 

Rights sales for Castles From Cobwebs: UK (Saraband) 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker 
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A Lonely Man 
by Chris Power 

 

The first novel by the acclaimed author of Mothers – a 

distilled work of fiction about the multiplicity inside us all. 

 

Robert is a struggling writer living in Berlin with his wife and two 
young daughters. In a bookshop one night, he meets Patrick, an 
enigmatic stranger with a sensational story to tell: a ghostwriter for 
a Russian oligarch recently found hanged, who is now being 
followed. But is he really in danger? Patrick’s life strikes Robert as 
a fabrication, but a magnetic one that begins to obsess him. 
He decides to use Patrick, and his story. 
  

An elegant and atmospheric twist on the cat-and-mouse narrative, A Lonely Man is a novel of shadows, of 
the search for identity and the elastic nature of truth. As his association with Patrick hurtles towards tragedy, 
Robert must decide: are actual events the only things that give a story life, and are some stories too 
dangerous to tell? 
 

CHRIS POWER lives and works in London. His ‘Brief Survey of the Short Story’ has appeared in 

the Guardian since 2007. His fiction has been published in The Stinging Fly, The Dublin Review and The White 

Review. His first book, Mothers, was a short story collection published by Faber and was shortlisted for The 

Edge Hill Short Story Prize. 

 

Publication date: Faber – 1st April 2021 
 
Praise for previous title, Mothers: 

♦ Shortlisted for The Edge Hill Short Story Prize ♦ 
♦ Longlisted for the Rathbones Folio Prize 2019 ♦ 

‘The 10 stories in Chris Power’s extraordinary first collection are… an intelligent and confidently 
idiosyncratic approach to the form... His images are sharply drawn and often haunting. There is an obsessive 
quality to the best of these stories that makes them feel pregnant with inscrutable meaning. It is testament 
to the depth and distinctiveness of Power’s characters that it seems so important to try to understand them, 
even as they fail to understand themselves.’ – The Sunday Times  
 
‘In Power’s remarkable debut, he depicts mood, happenstance, self-deception and epiphany as well as any 
of his heroes. In using studied artifice, leaving out everything extraneous, he reveals life’s complexity: the 
very chaos that we reckon with by telling stories.’ – New Statesman 
 
‘A uniquely unsettling and subtle debut collection.’ – Guardian 
 
‘To read Mothers is to take a journey through a landscape familiar enough to console, yet strange enough to 
unsettle. The thrills and dangers of such a journey lie with the unexpectedness of life’s undercurrents and 
our uncertain, unknowable selves. Chris Power’s quiet yet compelling touch is reminiscent of Alice Munro 
and Peter Stamm.’ – Yiyun Li 
 
Rights sales for A Lonely Man: UK (Faber), US (FSG) 
 
Rights sales for previous title, Mothers: UK (Faber), US (FSG), China (Archipel Press), Germany 
(Ullstein), Netherlands (Signatuur) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson  



24 

 

English Monsters 
by James Scudamore 

 
A timely and important novel that marks the spectacular return 

of Booker-longlisted author James Scudamore. 
 

When ten-year-old Max is sent to boarding school, his idyllic childhood 
comes to an abrupt end. Away from the magical freedom of his 
grandfather’s farm, a world of unfathomable rules and arbitrary 
punishment awaits. But so too does the companionship of a close-knit 
group of classmates. 
 

Years later, as Max and his friends face down adulthood, a dark secret 
from their schooldays is revealed, drawing them together in unforeseen 
ways. Who knew what, and when? And who is now willing to see justice 
done, regardless of the cost to themselves? 
 

Spanning several decades, English Monsters is a story of bonds between men - some nurturing, others 
devastating. It explores what happens when care is outsourced in the name of building resilience and 
character, and presents a beautiful and moving portrait of friendship. 
 
JAMES SCUDAMORE is the author of the novels Wreaking, Heliopolis, and The Amnesia Clinic. He has 
received the 2007 Somerset Maugham Award and been nominated for the Costa First Novel Award, the 
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, the Dylan Thomas Prize and the Man Booker Prize. 
 
UK publication date:  Jonathan Cape – 5th March 2020 
 
Praise for English Monsters: 
‘James Scudamore is now a force in the English novel, his voice calm and assured. English Monsters is a 
psychologically astute as a study of collusion and denial, and effective as a picture of time and class; but it 
has wider reach, as a story about the limits of empathy, the ease of retribution and the difficulty of justice.’ 
– Hilary Mantel 
 
‘English Monsters has the pace and intensity of the best kind of thriller, married to an almost unbearable 
poignancy. I’ve never read a novel as good and wise on trauma as it moves through the generations, but 
with such a light touch. There are moments in it that will stay with me forever.’  – Evie Wyld 
 
‘Breathtakingly good. Imagine Edward St Aubyn writing The Secret History and you’ll get an idea of how 
exquisite and compelling this story about male friendship and betrayal is.’ – Guardian 
 
‘…one of the most well observed novels I’ve read on the way that childhood abuse lingers into adulthood.’ 
– Observer 
 
‘…echoes of Edward St Aubyn’s (more sardonic) Patrick Melrose series and Hanya Yanagihara’s (more 
lurid) A Little Life. It contains resonant phrases on almost every page.’ – The Sunday Times 
 
‘Scudamore’s insights are keen and his masterfully evocative writing never less than assured.’ – Daily Mail 
 
‘Harrowing, deeply moving and richly insightful.’ – Financial Times  
 
Rights sales for English Monsters: UK & Commonwealth (Jonathan Cape), France (Delcourt), Germany 
(Hanserblau)  
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Sandpit 

by Nicholas Shakespeare 
 

In the tradition of John Le Carré, The Sandpit is an elegantly 

constructed, morally complex and wholly satisfying spy novel. 
 
When John Dyer returns to Oxford from Brazil with his young son, 
he doesn’t expect to find them both in danger. Every day is the same. 
He drops Leandro at his smart prep school and walks to the library to 
research his new book. His time living on the edge as a foreign 
correspondent in Rio is over. 

 
But the rainy streets of this English city turn out to be just as 
treacherous as those he used to walk in the favelas. Leandro’s 
schoolmates are the children of influential people, among them an 
international banker, a Russian oligarch, an American CIA operative 

and a British spook. As they congregate round the sports field for the weekly football matches, the network 
of alliances and covert interests that spreads between these power brokers soon becomes clear to Dyer. But 
it is a chance conversation with an Iranian nuclear scientist, Rustum Marvar, father of a friend of Leandro, 
that sets him onto a truly precarious path. 
 
When Marvar and his son disappear, several sinister factions seem acutely interested in Marvar’s 
groundbreaking research at the Clarendon Lab, and what he might have told Dyer about it, given Dyer was 
the last person to see Marvar alive. 
 
NICHOLAS SHAKESPEARE grew up in the Far East and Latin America. He is a prize-winning novelist 

and biographer. His novels have been translated into twenty languages. They include The Vision of Elena 

Silves, winner of the Somerset Maugham Award and The Dancer Upstairs, which in 2001 was made into a film 

of the same name directed by John Malkovich.  

 
UK publication date: Harvill Secker – 23rd July 2020 
 
Praise for The Sandpit: 
‘A remarkable contemporary thriller – with shades of Graham Greene and Le Carré about it. Brilliantly 
observed, captivatingly written, grippingly narrated – a triumph.’ – William Boyd  
 
‘A joy to read, the novel reflects John le Carré’s genre-stretching influence on every page: the boys’ school 
setting, the mixture of social comedy and Hitchcockian shenanigans, the astute, sophisticated prose, the 
central philosophical dilemma, and the exploration of what it means to be English in a globalised world.’ - 
The Sunday Times 

 

‘Wonderfully well written... Old school in the best possible way, with an insidious escalation of menace, 

and paranoia that fairly shimmers off the pages.’  – Guardian 

 

‘A grimly absorbing literary thriller with shades of John le Carré.’ – Evening Standard 

 
‘Shakespeare sets up the myriad pressures on his protagonist with consummate skill, keeping the reader 
guessing. There are more than a few hints of Graham Greene and John Le Carré here... The Sandpit is an 
enthralling read... The theme of how ordinary individuals negotiate the pressures brought down on them 
by extraordinary events generates superb drama.’ – Literary Review 
 
Rights sales for The Sandpit: UK (Harvill Secker), Germany (Hoffmann & Campe) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Honeybee 
by Craig Silvey 

 

The highly anticipated new novel from the bestselling author 
of Jasper Jones 

 
Late in the night, fourteen-year-old Sam Watson steps onto a quiet 
overpass, climbs over the rail and looks down at the road far below. 
At the other end of the same bridge, an old man, Vic, smokes his last 
cigarette. 
 
The two see each other across the void. A fateful connection is made, 
and an unlikely friendship blooms. Slowly, we learn what led Sam and 
Vic to the bridge that night. Bonded by their suffering, each privately 
commits to the impossible task of saving the other. 
 

Honeybee is a heartbreaking, life-affirming novel that throws us headlong into a world of petty thefts, 
extortion plots, botched bank robberies, daring dog rescues and one spectacular drag show. 
 
At the heart of Honeybee is Sam: a solitary, resilient young person battling to navigate the world as their true 
self; ensnared by loyalty to a troubled mother, scarred by the volatility of a domineering stepfather, and 
confounded by the kindness of new alliances. 
 
CRAIG SILVEY is an author and screenwriter from Fremantle, Western Australia. His internationally 
bestselling second novel, Jasper Jones (2009) has sold over 800,000 copies to date and is considered a modern 
Australian classic. Jasper Jones has won plaudits in three continents, including an International Dublin 
Literary Award shortlisting, a Michael J. Printz Award Honor, and a Miles Franklin Literary Award 
shortlisting.  
 
Publication date: Allen and Unwin, Australia – 29th September 2020 
 
Advance praise for Honeybee:  
‘Honeybee is one of those rare books that makes the hairs on your neck stick up as you read it. It’s exhilarating 
and profound. It’s the reason I read books. Craig Silvey has written another Australian classic’ – Jon Page, 
Dymocks Sydney 
 
‘I read it in one sitting, on Sunday, and it is still buzzing around in my head and touching my heart…As 
you can see, I am consumed by Honeybee!’ – Beth Herbert, Dymocks Busselton 
 
Praise for previous title, Jasper Jones:  
‘Catcher in the Rye meets To Kill a Mockingbird in a novel that confronts racism, injustice, friendship and the 
tenderness of first love - as seen by bookish, guileless, 13-year-old Charlie Bucktin, led astray by the 
intriguing, dangerous eponymous outcast, Jasper Jones.’ – Easy Living 
 
‘Terrific...this is an enthralling novel that invites comparison with Mark Twain and isn’t found wanting. 
Silvey is able to switch the mood from the tragic to the hilarious in an instant.’ – Mail on Sunday 
 
Rights sales for Jasper Jones: Brazil (Intrinseca), China (Thinkingdom), France (Calmann-Levy), 
Germany (Rowohlt), Israel (Modan), Italy (Neri Pozza), Korea (Tin Drum), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), 
Norway (Cappelen Damm), Poland (Rebis), Spain (Seix Barral), Taiwan (Solo Press), Turkey (Marti Yayin 
Grubu) 
 
Agent: Lesley Thorne 
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Viral 

by Matthew Sperling 
 

If it’s not broken, break it. 
 
Meet Ned and Alice: internet entrepreneurs with a delightfully 
demagnetised moral compass. 

 
In Berlin, their combined talents have brought social media start-up, The 
Thing Factory, to the verge of lucrative success. 

 
But Ned - a businessman with a history of shady dealings - is unhappy at 
his increasing lack of control in the company. 

 
When he launches a new app designed to ‘Uberize’ the escort industry, 
he finds himself treading in murky waters, having disturbed the fabric of 
Berlin’s underbelly. As his anxieties become harder to ignore, Alice’s 

ambitions are meanwhile tempting her to jettison her own principles for a turn at the wheel... 
 
Both a satire on the social media age and a fast-paced suspense novel, Viral is a nimble commentary on 
power and control, the lengths people will go to acquire both, and what is at stake when personality and 
sex are tradable commodities. 
 
MATTHEW SPERLING is a lecturer in English Literature at UCL. His first novel, Astroturf, was published 
by riverrun in 2017. 
 
UK publication date: riverrun – 17th September 2020 
 
Praise for Viral: 
‘Whip-smart satire about the void at the heart of tech.’ – Arts Desk 
 
Praise for Matthew Sperling: 
‘Clever and compelling.’ – Luke Jennings 
 
‘Viral is a vicious delight.’ – Sam Byers 
 
‘Nobody else could capture the tragedy, transience and absurdity of modern life quite like this.’ – Andrew 
McMillan 
 
‘I loved Matthew Sperling’s sly, subversive novel, a wickedly funny tale of how to come out on top in a fake 
news world.’ – Olivia Laing 
 
‘A brawn cocktail that nails the zeitgeist.’ – Irish Times on Astroturf 
 
‘Outrageous, sexy and funny. Sperling writes with the caustic economy of Waugh or Spark, but his 
characters have more heart, including the sock-puppets.’ – Luke Kennard on Astroturf 
 
‘A tale about steroids which seems to be on steroids itself: sleek, muscular and just slightly too real.’ – Kate 
Clanchy on Astroturf 
 
Rights sales for Astroturf: UK (riverrun); Film and TV Rights: Ray Pictures 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker  
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Light Perpetual 

by Francis Spufford 
 

From the best-selling, prize-winning author of Golden Hill, 
a novel of the miraculous, the everlasting and the everyday. 

 
A German rocket incinerates a London department store, and five 
young lives are atomised in an instant. A tragedy. But what is lost 
is not just the children’s present existence. It’s all the futures they 
won’t get to have. All the would-be’s, might-be’s and could-be’s of 
the decades to come. 
  
Light Perpetual lets run an alternative reel of time, resurrecting five 
souls to live through the extraordinary, unimaginable changes of 

the bustling immensity of twentieth-century London. Ingenious and profound, full of warmth and beauty, 
it is a sweeping and intimate celebration of the gift of life. 
 
FRANCIS SPUFFORD is a prize-winning author of fiction and non-fiction. He teaches at Goldsmiths 
College. 
 
UK publication date: Faber – 21st February 2021 
 
Praise for previous title, Golden Hill: 

 

✦ Winner of the Costa First Novel Prize 2016 ✦ 

✦ Winner of the Ondatjee Prize ✦ 

✦ Winner of the Desmond Elliott Prize ✦ 

✦ Short-listed for the Author’s Club First Novel Prize, The Rathbones Folio Prize, The British 

Book Awards Debut Novel of the Year, and the Walter Scott Prize ✦ 
 
‘Golden Hill is a novel of gloriously capacious humanity, thick-woven with life in all its oddness and 
familiarity, a novel of such joy it leaves you beaming, and such seriousness that it asks to be read again and 
again ... This novel is verifiable gold.’ – Sunday Telegraph 
 
‘The intoxicating effect of Golden Hill is much more than an experiment in form. This is a book born of 
patience, of knowledge accrued and distilled over decades, a style honed by practice. There are single scenes 
here more illuminating, more lovingly wrought, than entire books.’ – Financial Times 
 
‘A cunningly crafted narrative that, right up to its tour de force conclusion, is alive with tantalising twists 
and turns ... This is a dazzlingly written novel. Little brilliances of metaphor and phrasing gleam everywhere.’ 
– The Sunday Times 
 
‘Splendidly entertaining and ingenious. Here is deep research worn refreshingly lightly ... A first-class period 
entertainment.’ – Guardian  
 
Rights sales for Light Perpetual: UK (Faber), US (Scribner), Germany (Rowohlt) 
 
Rights sales for previous title, Golden Hill: UK (Faber), US (S&S), Catalan (Edicions de 1984), China 
(Shanghai Elegant People Books), Czech Republic (Vysehrad), Estonia (Gallus Kirjastus), France (Slatkine 
& Compagnie), Germany (Rowohlt), Italy (Bollati Boringhieri), Netherlands (Nieuw Amsterdam), Poland 
(Poznanskie), Spain (Alba), Turkey (Monokl) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Asylum Road 
by Olivia Sudjic 

 

A couple drive from London to coastal Provence. Anya is 
preoccupied with what she feels is a relationship on the verge; 
unequal, precarious. Luke, reserved, stoic, gives away nothing. As the 
sun sets one evening, he proposes, and they return to London 
engaged. 
 
But planning a wedding does little to settle Anya’s unease. As a child, 
she escaped from Sarajevo, and the idea of security is as alien now as 
it was then. When social convention forces Anya to return, she begins 
to change. The past she sought to contain for as long as she can 
remember resurfaces, and the hot summer builds to a startling climax. 
 
Lean, sly and unsettling, Asylum Road is about the many borders 
governing our lives: between men and women, assimilation and 

otherness, nations, families, order and chaos. 
 
What happens, and who do we become, when they break down? 
 
OLIVIA SUDJIC is a writer living in London. Her work has appeared in publications including the New 
York Times, Financial Times, the Guardian, the Sunday Times and the Paris Review. In 2017, she was selected as 
one of the Observer’s New Faces of Fiction. She is also the author of Exposure, a personal essay, and Sympathy, 
her debut novel, which was a finalist for the Salerno European Book Award and the Collyer Bristow Prize.  
 
Publication date: Bloomsbury – 28th January 2021  
 
Praise for Asylum Road: 
‘Sudjic seems to be writing not with words but somehow with the absences between them. This book feels 
like the breakdown not only of a character but, as you read, of the reader. I will go wherever she takes me. 
A phenomenal book.’ – Daisy Johnson 
 
‘A brilliant, scalding novel that is both intimate and restless, restrained and unpredictable. Sudjic’s prose is 
as elegant and searching as ever; her evocation of trauma and longing is sharp, intricately layered, impossible 
to forget.’ – Megan Hunter 
 
‘A swelter of trauma and neurosis, Asylum Road is a thrilling, bruising read. Sudjic’s prose scythes through 
political, sexual and class constructs to expose the cruel and fatuous power plays that can undo us at any 
moment’ – Shiromi Pinto 
 
‘Asylum Road masterfully probes the tensions between the identities we inherit and identities we craft. 
Sudjic’s writing coagulates feelings of anxiety and insecurity into an embodied, wrought and visceral 
experience. Asylum Road is that rare novel that dares to probe at uncomfortable questions without flinching 
from the unwelcome answers that are revealed’ – Alexander Allison 
 
Rights sales for Asylum Road: UK (Bloomsbury) 
 
Rights sales for previous title, Sympathy: UK (Pushkin Press), US (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt), 
Germany (Kein & Aber), Mexico & Spain (Planeta), Italy (Minimum Fax), Poland (Czarna), Turkey 
(Habitus) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 



30 

 

The Night Always Comes 
by Willy Vlautin 

 
Set over two days and two nights, the story of one woman’s 

resilience in the face of opportunism, greed and ever-
narrowing choices. 

 
Between looking after her brother, working two low-paid jobs, and 
trying to take part-time college classes, Lynette is dangerously tired. 
Every penny she’s earned for years, she’s put into savings, trying to 
scrape together enough to take out a mortgage on the house she rents 
with her mother. Finally becoming a homeowner in their rapidly 
gentrifying Portland neighbourhood could offer Lynette the kind of 
freedoms she’s never had. But, when the plan is derailed, Lynette must 
embark on a desperate odyssey where she will encounter criminal 
people and moral decisions that may put her and those she loves at 

risk. The question is, how far is she prepared to go for her dream? 
 
Written with characteristic heart-wrenching empathy, The Night Always Comes holds up a mirror to a society 
which leaves too many people only a step away from falling between the cracks. 
. 
WILLY VLAUTIN is the author of several novels including, The Motel Life which has been made into a 
movie starring Dakota Fanning, Emile Hirsh, and Stephen Dorff; Northline; Lean on Pete which won two 
Oregon Book Awards; and Don’t Skip Out on Me, a finalist for the PEN/Faulkner award. He is the singer 
and songwriter of the band Richmond Fontaine and a member of the band The Delines. He lives outside 
Portland, Oregon. 
 
Publication date: Harper Collins US – 6th April 2021, Faber UK – June 2021 
 
Praise for Willy Vlautin: 
‘The lead singer for the Oregon-based Richmond Fontaine delivers a debut road-trip novel that echoes the 
spare, bleak style of such writers as Denis Johnson and Raymond Carver…. The author conveys the pain 
and desolate lives of his characters without a hint of melodrama…. Anyone who enjoys the story will wish 
that it went on longer.’ – Washington Post  
 
‘Vlautin has written the American novel that I’ve been hoping to find’ – George Pelecanos 
 
 ‘The straightforward beauty of Vlautin’s writing, and the tender care he shows his characters, turns a story 
of struggle into indispensable reading. I couldn’t recommend it more highly.’ – Ann Patchett 
 
‘One of America’s great writers.’ – Roddy Doyle 
  
‘One of the bravest novelists writing … An unsentimental Steinbeck, a heartbroken Haruf.’ – Ursula K. Le 
Guin 
 
Rights sales for The Night Always Comes: UK (Faber), US (HarperCollins), Germany (Berlin Verlag), 
Italy (Jimenez Edizioni), Netherlands (Meulenhoff Boekerij), Sweden (Bakhall) 
 
Rights sales for previous title Don’t Skip Out on Me: UK (Faber), US (HarperCollins), Italy (Jimenez 
Edizioni), France (Albin Michel), Germany (Berlin Verlag), Hungary (Helikon Kiado), Netherlands 
(Meulenhoff Boekerij), Sweden (Bakhall) 
 
Agent: Lesley Thorne 
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Andrew Wilson’s Agatha Christie series 
 

I Saw Him Die 

By Andrew Wilson 
 

The brand new Agatha Christie mystery from bestselling author 
Andrew Wilson 

 
An astonishingly beautiful setting on the island of Skye. 
 
A gathering of fascinating guests at a hunting lodge set to enjoy 
abundant hospitality. And a double murder. A household in chaos . . . 
No one is allowed to leave. 

 
A tantalising new case for Agatha Christie to solve. 
 
ANDREW WILSON is the highly acclaimed author of biographies of 
Patricia Highsmith, Sylvia Plath and Alexander McQueen. His 
journalism has appeared in the Guardian, the Daily Telegraph, the Observer, 
The Sunday Times, the Daily Mail and the Washington Post. 

 
UK publication date: Simon & Schuster – 20th August 2020 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Praise for the Agatha Christie series: 
‘The queen of crime is the central character in this audacious mystery, which reinvents the story of her 
mysterious disappearance with thrilling results.’ – Guardian 
 
‘Fiendishly well-plotted, hugely entertaining – one feels Agatha Christie would have been delighted.’ – Lucy 
Foley, bestselling author of The Hunting Party 
 
‘A heart of darkness beats within this sparkling series. Fizzy with charm yet edge with menace, Andrew 
Wilson’s Christie novels do Dame Agatha proud.’ - A. J. Finn, bestselling author of The Woman in the Window 
 
Rights sales for the Agatha Christie series: UK (Simon & Schuster), US (Atria), Bulgaria (Hermes), 
Czech Republic (Euromedia), Denmark (Gads Forlag), France (City Editions), Germany (Piper), Poland 
(Bukowy Las), Portugal (ASA), Russia (Azbooka-Atticus), Slovakia (Ikar), Turkey (Altin Kitaplar); TV 
rights: Origin 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Daisy Waugh’s Castle Beardsley series 
 

In the Crypt with a Candlestick 
 
A country house murder mystery series complete with stiff upper 

lips, even stiffer drinks and a few stiffs to be merrily brushed 
under the ancestral carpet. 

 
When Sir Ecgbert Tode of Tode Hall dies aged ninety-three, his wife 
Lady Tode leaves the house to a distant relative. Not long after the new 
owners take over, Lady Tode is found dead in the mausoleum. 
Accident? Or is there more going on behind the scenes of Tode Hall 
than an outsider would ever guess…? 

 
In the traditions of Agatha Christie and P.G. Wodehouse, Daisy Waugh 
has written a hilarious and entirely original comic crime novel, a twenty-
first century take on that most classic of genres, the Country House 
Murder... 
 

UK publication date: Piatkus – 20th February 2020  
 
Praise for In the Crypt with a Candlestick: 

✦ Longlisted for the Comedy Women in Print Award 2020 ✦ 
 
‘A glorious satire on aristocratic manners and mores, with a smidgeon of murder thrown in, Waugh’s 
hilarious and entirely original twist on the country house murder mystery is ‘a perfect antidote to all the 
real-life craziness going on.’ – Daily Mail 
 
Rights sales for In the Crypt with a Candlestick: UK (Piatkus), Germany (Goldmann) 
 

Phone for The Fish Knives 
 

The Todes are back, and they’re taking on Hollywood . . . 
 
When Hollywood comes calling for a remake of the film that made Tode Hall famous, India and Egbert 
are delighted. A summer of free money and glamorous dinners with the stars surely awaits!  
 
But once the Hall is overrun by actors squabbling over trailer sizes, producers with ugly waistcoats and 
everyone trying to sleep with Oliver Mellors, it soon becomes clear that the grass on the other side of the 
camera is not greener – in fact the producer plans to sue because the lawns of Tode Hall are far too brown.  
 
With so many egos in one place things were bound to end badly, but no one would have predicted quite 
so literal a backstabbing . . . 
 
UK publication date: Piatkus – October 2021 
 
DAISY WAUGH has published eight novels, an irritable commentary on the madness of modern 
motherhood and a travelogue about her life as a teacher in Northern Kenya. She has written weekly columns 
for several newspapers and magazines including The Sunday Times, The Times, Standpoint, the Sunday 
Independent, the Sunday Express and the Indy. As well as writing, she has worked as an agony aunt, and a Tarot 
reader.  
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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The Bass Rock 
by Evie Wyld 

 
‘A multi-layered masterpiece; a jaw dropping novel that confirms 

Wyld as one of our most gifted young writers.’ – Observer 
 

Surging out of the sea, the Bass Rock has for centuries watched over 
the lives that pass under its shadow on the Scottish mainland. And 
across the centuries the fates of three women are linked: to this place, 
to each other. 
 

In the early 1700s, Sarah, accused of being a witch, flees for her life. In 
the aftermath of the Second World War, Ruth navigates a new house, a 
new husband and the strange waters of the local community. Six 
decades later, the house stands empty. Viv, mourning the death of her 
father, catalogues Ruth’s belongings and discovers her place in the past 
– and perhaps a way forward. 
 

Intricately crafted and compulsively readable, The Bass Rock burns bright with anger and love. 
 
EVIE WYLD is a Granta Best of Young British Novelist and the author of After the Fire, A Still Small Voice, 
which was shortlisted for the Impac Prize, the Orange Award for New Writers and the Commonwealth 
Writers’ Prize, and awarded the John Llewellyn Rhys Prize. Her second novel, All The Birds, Singing, was 
awarded the Miles Franklin Award, the Encore Award, the Jerwood Fiction Uncovered Award, shortlisted 
for the Costa Novel Prize and the James Tait Black Memorial Prize, and longlisted for the Women’s Prize 
for Fiction. She lives London. 
 
UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – 26th March 2020  
 
Praise for The Bass Rock:  
‘Wondrous and disturbing... It’s more than enough, at least for me, for a novelist to write beautiful prose – 
observant, melodic, imaginative. And Wyld does this... Wyld consistently entertains, juggling the pleasures 
of several different genres.’ – New York Times 
 
‘Spectacularly well-observed, profoundly disquieting and utterly riveting. Like all Evie Wyld’s work it is 
startlingly insightful about psychological and physical abuse. It is a haunting, masterful novel.’ – Max Porter 
 
Searingly controlled…psychologically fearless and…bitterly funny. Wyld is a genius.’ – Guardian  
 
‘Like Ali Smith’s novels crossed with the TV series Fleabag… Wyld knows how to maintain suspense, what 
to withhold and when to reveal it.’ – The Sunday Times 
 
Rights sales for The Bass Rock: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Pantheon), Australia (Vintage), Brazil (Dark 
Side), Finland (Tammi), France (Actes Sud), Germany (Rowohlt), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Norway 
(Strawberry) Film and TV Rights: Balloon 
 
Rights sales for previous title, All The Birds, Singing: Albania (Morava), Arabic (Masciliana), Armenia 
(Kyurkchyan Publishing), Brazil (Dark Side), Bulgaria (Persei), Croatia (Naklava Ljevak), Czech Republic 
(Dobrokvsky), Finland (Tammi), France (Actes Sud), Georgia (Agora), Holland (De Geus), Hungary 
(Metropolis Media), Iceland (Bokautgafan Bjartur), Italy (Safara), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Macedonia (Bata 
Press), Portugal (Jacarandá Editora), Russia (MIR), Serbia (Dereta), Slovenia (KUD), Spain (Atico), Turkey 
(Yabanci), UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Pantheon); Film and TV Rights: Capa Pictures and Asylum Giant 
 

Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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Rebel Cell 
Cancer, Evolution and the New Science of Life 

by Kat Arney 
 

A fresh and fascinating investigation into cancer and how 
genetics holds the key to overcoming it. 

 

Cancer has always been with us. It killed our hominid ancestors, the 
mammals they evolved from and the dinosaurs that trampled the ground 
before that. Tumours grow in pets, livestock and wild animals. Even tiny 
jelly-like Hydra - creatures that are little more than a tube full of water - 
can get cancer. Paradoxically, many of us think of cancer as a 
contemporary killer, a disease of our own making caused by our modern 
lifestyles. But that’s not true. Although it might be rare in many species, 
cancer is the enemy lurking within almost every living creature. Why? 
Because cancer is a bug in the system of life. We get cancer because we 
can’t not get it. 

 
Cancer starts when cells revolt, throw off their molecular shackles, and grow and divide out of control in a 
shambolic mockery of normal life. This is why we can’t avoid cancer: because the very genes that drive it 
are essential for life itself. The revolution has raged, on and off, for millions of years. But it was only in the 
twentieth century that doctors and scientists made any significant progress in understanding and treating 
cancer, and it’s only in the past few decades that we’ve finally begun to kick the mob’s malignant arse. Now 
the game is changing. Scientists have infiltrated cancer’s cellular rebellion and are finally learning its secrets. 
 
Geneticist and science writer Kat Arney takes the reader back to the dawn of life on planet earth right up 
to the present day to get to the heart of what cancer really is and how by better understanding it we might 
one day overcome it. 
 
KAT ARNEY is a prominent science journalist and broadcaster. She holds a first-class degree in natural 
sciences and a PhD in developmental genetics from Cambridge University. She undertook postdoctoral 
research in Cambridge and London, and until 2016 worked in science communications at Cancer Research 
UK. 
 
UK publication date: Weidenfeld & Nicolson – 6th August 2020 
 
Praise for Rebel Cell: 

✦A Times Best 20 books of 2020 ✦ 
‘A lively study of the Big C, which makes the case that cancer is the price we pay for our marvellously 
complicated bodies.’ -The Times 
 
‘Arney writes with genuine in-depth understanding and is a perfect guide.’ – Daniel M. Davis 
 
‘Rebel Cell is a bright, engaging read, fizzing with energy and metaphor. Kat Arney is a science writer for all 
of us - a powerful and talented story teller.’ – Stephen McGann 
 
‘Kat’s book is dynamite. A crystal clear reappraisal of the story behind that word we fear to mention.’  
– Dallas Campbell, author of Ad Astra: An Illustrated Guide to Leaving the Planet 
 
Rights sales for Rebel Cell: Weidenfeld & Nicolson (UK), BenBella Books (US), China (Beijing Paper 
Jump Cultural Development), Japan (Kawade Shobo Shinsha), Korea (Hyeonamsa), Poland (Marginesy), 
Russia (Alpina)   
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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Easy Money 
How Capitalism Killed Competition and Why It 

Matters 

by Grace Blakeley 
 
The recent history of capitalism can be divided in two: before and 
after the 2008 financial crisis. Between 1989 and 2007 a wave of 
globalisation lifted millions out of poverty, and pushed profits in 
some sectors higher than ever before. But then 2008 hit, and the 
world has been feeling the effects ever since. In the US, the UK and 
other so-called advanced economies, production has stagnated and 

wages have collapsed – the average American now earns the same as in 1979 (adjusted for purchasing 
power), and Britain has seen the longest period of wage stagnation since the Napoleonic Wars. Meanwhile 
big business and big finance has flourished.  
 
The story of how this has happened is one that exposes the contradictions at the very heart of the capitalist 
project. Ask any mainstream economist what defines capitalism and they’re likely to say ‘free market 
competition’. Competition drives innovation, entrepreneurship and technological progress. It promotes the 
efficient use of society’s resources, and roots out unprofitable firms in a Darwinian process of natural 
selection that leads to continuous evolution of production. The reality is very different, and with the 
emergence of a small number of firms far wealthier than entire countries, the balance of power between 
states and companies has shifted. Not only are big tech and the banks Too Big to Fail, but they are Too 
Powerful to Regulate. And that leaves us with something that doesn’t look like competition at all. Instead, 
we have a system that responds to each crisis by propping up those who created it, at the expense of those 
who are victims of it, leaving those who created it to do it all over again. 
 
In Easy Money Grace Blakeley shows us how capitalism has killed competition, and why it matters. She’ll 
chart a financial history of the last two decades to reveal how those living in advanced economies are now 
living under planned capitalism driven by the intertwined interests of big business and governments, at the 
expense of the people. And she’ll look to the future, to show that hope lies in the power of all of us. 
 
GRACE BLAKELEY is an economic and political commentator and staff writer at Tribune, having 
previously worked as the New Statesman’s economics correspondent and a research fellow at the Institute of 
Public Policy Research. She appears regularly on the BBC, writes for Vice and was recently profiled by MTV 
News.  
 
Praise for previous title, Stolen: 
‘One of the most inspiring, thought provoking and insightful voices on the left.’ – Owen Jones 
 
‘Grace Blakeley is one of the sharpest of a new generation of economic and political thinkers, with a gift 
for clearly and eloquently explaining how we got to the crisis point we’re in, and why only radical 
transformation will get us out.’ – Sarah Jaffe 
 
‘A clear, accessible and informative guide to left economics, showing how we got to this era of capitalist 
crisis, environmental catastrophe and insurgent socialist revival.’ – Bhaskar Sunkara, Jacobin 
  
‘The best thing I’ve read about how we got into this mess, and how we get out.’ – Frankie Boyle 
 
Rights sales for previous title, Stolen: Repeater Books (UK)  
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: December 2021 (80k words)  



37 
 

Mussolini and the Eclipse of  
Italian Fascism 

From Dictatorship to Populism 

By Richard Bosworth 

An incisive account of how Mussolini pioneered populism in 
reaction to Hitler’s rise – and thereby reinforced his role as a 

model for later authoritarian leaders. 
 

On the tenth anniversary of his rise to power in 1932, Mussolini seemed to many the ‘good dictator’. He 
was the first totalitarian and the first fascist in modern Europe. But a year later Hitler’s entrance onto the 
political stage signalled a German take-over of the fascist ideology.  
 
In this definitive account, eminent historian R. J. B. Bosworth charts Mussolini’s leadership in reaction to 
Hitler. Bosworth shows how Italy’s decline in ideological pre-eminence, as well as in military and diplomatic 
power, led Mussolini to pursue a more populist approach: angry and bellicose words at home, violent 
aggression abroad, and a more extreme emphasis on charisma. In his embittered efforts to bolster an 
increasingly hollow and ruthless regime, it was Mussolini, rather than Hitler, who offered the model for all 
subsequent authoritarians. 
 
RICHARD BOSWORTH is Emeritus Fellow at Jesus College, Oxford. He is a leading authority on 
Mussolini and is the author of more than two dozen books on fascism and Italy’s twentieth-century 
experience, including Claretta: Mussolini’s Last Lover. 
 
UK publication date: Yale University Press – April 2021 
 
Praise for previous title, Claretta: 
‘Readers are fortunate that the Australian-born historian is the first English-language specialist to make 
extensive use of this material... He writes with erudition, perceptiveness and humour.’ – Financial Times 
 
‘[A] scrupulously forensic examination of a woman for whom his own sympathy is discreetly scant... 
Xenophobic, anti-Semitic, ruthless, amoral and idle, [Petacci] is fortunate to have fallen into the hands of a 
calm, kind and fair-minded biographer, one who balances Petacci’s vices against the fact that her life ended 
with humiliation, hardship and a shameful death.’ – Daily Telegraph 
 
‘What makes Bosworth’s new book so captivating is not just the picture he paints of their affair, based on 
diaries, letters and police reports, but also the light he throws on the corrupt, greedy, scheming world of 
the Fascist leadership... Bosworth, the author of some twenty books on the Mussolini years, is one of the 
finest historians of modern Italy, and his deep knowledge and understanding, as well as his formidable 
research, inform every page of this enjoyable biography.’ – Caroline Moorhead, Literary Review 
  
‘Claretta … casts a new light on Mussolini as a failed leader. For readers interested in World War II and the 
path upon which its leaders trod, this is informative and interesting.’ – New York Journal of Books 
 
‘Gripping and scholarly.’ – London Review of Books 
 
Rights sales for Claretta: Italy (Leg) 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Dear Life 
by Rachel Clarke 

 
From The Sunday Times bestselling author comes a vibrant, 

tender and deeply personal memoir that finds light and love in 
the darkest of places. 

 
As a specialist in palliative medicine, Dr Rachel Clarke chooses to 
inhabit a place many people would find too tragic to contemplate. Every 
day she tries to bring care and comfort to those reaching the end of 
their lives and to help make dying more bearable. 

 
Rachel’s training was put to the test in 2017 when her beloved GP father 
was diagnosed with terminal cancer. She learned that nothing - even the 
best palliative care - can sugar-coat the pain of losing someone you love. 

 
And yet, she argues, in a hospice there is more of what matters in life - more love, more strength, more 
kindness, more joy, more tenderness, more grace, more compassion - than you could ever imagine. For if 
there is a difference between people who know they are dying and the rest of us, it is simply this: that the 
terminally ill know their time is running out, while we live as though we have all the time in the world. 
 
Dear Life is a book about the vital importance of human connection, by the doctor we would all want by 
our sides at a time of crisis. It is a love letter - to a father, to a profession, to life itself. 
 
RACHEL CLARKE is an English physician specialising in palliative care. Formerly a war journalist, she 
retrained to work as a doctor, and from 2015 has had an active voice in debates regarding the role and 
funding of the UK’s National Health Service and about junior doctors’ pay rights.  
 
UK publication date: Little, Brown – 28th January 2020 
 
Praise for Dear Life: 

✦ A Sunday Times bestseller ✦ A Waterstones Book of the Month ✦ 
 
‘She’s the kind of doctor we would all want as we face our last days. And she’s sure as hell a writer. There 
is a tender, lyrical beauty to the prose that adds to the emotion punch . . . brilliantly, electrically alive.’  
– The Sunday Times 
 
‘A touching and profound meditation on what it means to be human… a remarkable book.’ - Guardian 
 
‘A wonderful book. Rachel takes the worst life can throw at us and shows us the beauty in it.’ – Adam Kay 
 
‘What a remarkable book this is; tender, funny, brave, heartfelt, radiant with love and life. It sings with joy 
and kindness.’ – Robert Macfarlane 
 
‘A truly wonderful book. Read it.’ – Henry Marsh 
 
‘A truly beautiful book about death and life and the price of love. Told by a doctor, with compassion and 
wisdom. I cried, but they were warm, comforting tears.’ – Matt Haig 
 
Rights sales for Dear Life: UK (Little, Brown), US (Thomas Dunne), Brazil (Companhia Editora 
Nacional), China (United Sky), Korea (Maven), Russia (AST), Ukraine (Old Lion) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Good Germans 
Resisting the Nazis 1933 – 1945 

by Catrine Clay 
 

Award-winning historian Catrine Clay tells the gripping stories 

of six ordinary Germans who witnessed the rise of Nazism in 

Germany from within, and dared to resist it. 

 

After 1933, as the brutal terror regime took hold, most of the two-thirds 
of Germans who had never voted for the Nazis - some 40 million 
people - tried to keep their heads down and protect their families. They 
moved to the country, or pretended to support the regime to avoid 
being denounced by neighbours, and tried to work out what was really 
happening in the Reich, surrounded as they were by Nazi propaganda 
and fake news. They lived in fear. Might they lose their jobs? Their 

homes? Their freedom? What would we have done in their place? 
 
Many ordinary Germans found the courage to resist, in the full knowledge that they could be sentenced to 
indefinite incarceration, torture or outright execution. Catrine Clay argues that it was a much greater number 
than was ever formally recorded: teachers, lawyers, factory and dock workers, housewives, shopkeepers, 
church members, trade unionists, army officers, aristocrats, Social Democrats, Socialists and Communists. 
 
Catrine Clay’s ground-breaking book focuses on six very different characters: Irma, the young daughter of 
Ernst Thalmann, leader of the German Communists; Fritzi von der Schulenburg, a Prussian aristocrat; 
Rudolf Ditzen, the already famous author Hans Fallada, best known for his novel Alone in Berlin; Bernt 
Engelmann, a schoolboy living in the suburbs of Dusseldorf; Julius Leber, a charismatic leader of the Social 
Democrats in the Reichstag; and Fabian von Schlabrendorff, a law student in Berlin. The six are not seen 
in isolation but as part of their families: a brother and sister; a wife; a father with three children; an only 
son; the parents of a Communist pioneer daughter. Each experiences the momentous events of Nazi history 
as they unfold in their own small lives - Good Germans all. 
 
CATRINE CLAY is an award-winning historian, author and documentary film maker. She won the 
International Documentary Award, the Golden Spire for Best History Documentary, and was nominated 
for BAFTA. She is the author of King Kaiser Tsar and Trautman’s Journey, which won the Best Sports 
Biography of the Year in the William Hill Sports Book Prize. 
 
Publication date: Weidenfeld & Nicolson – 3rd September 2020 
 
Praise for Catrine Clay: 
‘A fascinating and often hilarious study of European Royalty in the run up to the Great War.’ - Literary 
Review on King, Kaiser, Tsar 
 
‘A kind of real-life fairytale ... weird and wonderful.’ – Observer on King, Kaiser, Tsar 
 
‘A truly remarkable story, uncovered with immense skill.’ – Telegraph on Trautman’s Journey 
 
‘Britain’s best-loved German ...  a remarkable story.’ - Daily Mail on Trautman’s Journey 
 
‘[A] brilliant new biography.’ – Observer on Trautman’s Journey 
 
Rights sales for The Good Germans: UK (Weidenfeld & Nicolson), Italy (Newton Compton) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Nina Simone: Soul On Fire 
by Stephen Cleary 

 

An intimate biography, unfolding Nina Simone’s life as 
a ground-breaking musician, a civil rights and feminist 
icon, and a woman scarred by a childhood of poverty, 
abuse, and isolation caused by her prodigious talent, 
written by the ghost-writer of her 1991 autobiography. 

 
The world today knows her worth but they don’t know the 
full story of her rise to fame, or how she turned her back on 
all that she had achieved in order to fight for the rights of her 
people. When the promise of the civil rights movement of the 
60s began to fracture as its leaders were killed and imprisoned, 

or fled, Nina Simone’s sense of self, so bound up with the struggle for freedom, began to fracture too. They 
don’t know the story of her journey to Africa to seek respite and peace where she settled in, Liberia, from 
where she fled as it erupted into a civil war that would last for decades, massacring many of her new found 
friends.      
 
They don’t know how she fled to Europe and for a while was overwhelmed by mental illness. They don’t 
know how she struggled as her career and personal life spiralled into chaos. And most of all they don’t 
know how Nina Simone, alone, destitute, ignored and forgotten, living in one room out of a suitcase above 
a sleazy nightclub earning seventy dollars a night, unable to afford the medicine that would give her clarity 
to think, somehow decided to put her life back together piece by piece, day by day, with the help of one or 
two friends who had never forgotten who she was, and who she could be.  
 
And that changed woman was reflected in her reborn life as a performing artist who was, in a different way, 
as mesmerizing and unique as she had ever been. And once again audiences were able to see the talent and 
individuality that had made her legendary.    
 
STEPHEN CLEARY has worked in television and film for over thirty years, as a producer, story developer 
and screenwriter. He is the co-author Nina Simone’s autobiography, I Put A Spell On You, which is under 
option for feature film and musical theatre adaptation. Stephen spent two years helping Nina remember 
her life in order to write her autobiography. The story of how he did this, and their friendship, is the subject 
of a feature screenplay sold this year to the London-based office of The Bureau. There is potential for 
marketing tie-in between the film and book. 
  
Praise for previous title, I Put A Spell On You: 
 
‘Her artistry represents human indomitability.’ – Washington Post 
 
Rights sold: World English (Orion/White Rabbit), Netherlands (Volt) 
 
Agent: Lesley Thorne 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: July 2022 (80k words)  
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Rummage 
A History of the Things We Have Reused, Recycled  

and Refused to Let Go 

 by Emily Cockayne 
 

An original exploration of all the ordinary, extraordinary and 
totally mad things we’ve thrown out and redeemed through the 

ages. 
 

Rummage tells the overlooked story of our throwaway past. Emily 
Cockayne extracts glittering gems from the rubbish pile of centuries past 
and introduces us to the visionaries, crooks and everyday do-gooders who 
have shaped the material world we live in today – like the fancy ladies of 
the First World War who turned dog hair into yarn, or the Victorian 
gentlemen selling pianofortes made from papier-mâché, or the hapless 
public servants coaxing people into giving up their railings for the greater 

good. 
 
In this original and fascinating new history, Cockayne illuminates our relationship to our rubbish: from the 
simple question of how we reuse and recycle things (and which is better), to all the weird and wonderful 
ways it’s been done in the past. She exposes the hidden work (often done by women) that has gone into 
shaping the world for each future generation, and she shows what lessons can be drawn from the past to 
address urgent questions of our waste today. 
   
EMILY COCKAYNE is a senior lecturer in Early Modern History at the University of East Anglia. She is 
the author of Hubbub: Filth, Noise & Stench in England (2007), cited by Toni Morrison as a key source for A 
Mercy, and Cheek by Jowl: A History of Neighbours (2012). 
 
UK publication date: Profile – 9th July 2020 
 
Praise for Rummage: 
‘Brilliantly original ... shimmering book. ... What binds this book together and gives it a numinous quality is 
the tenderness that the author displays for other people’s ingenious leftovers, from brotherly teeth to 
Puritan kites.’ – Guardian  
 
‘Rummage overflows with detail. She rescues wonderfully bizarre artefacts from rubbish heaps to plot 
Britain’s changing attitudes to consumption and recycling ... the way she embraces historical anecdote, social 
critique and personal reminiscence never seems ponderous ... By breaking down the boundaries between 
waste and overlooked treasure, Rummage will make us think twice about what we throw away in future.’ – 
Spectator 
 
‘One of those rare books, a marvellous curiosity shop of fascinating historical gems, objects and insights, a 
feat of scholarship and a salutary book for our throw-away times.’ – Rebecca Stott 
 
‘Rich, meticulous, lively.’ – The Sunday Times 
 
‘Smart and encyclopaedic...a lively and frequently surprising history of what we reuse and what we throw 
away.’ – i Paper 
 
‘Brilliantly researched and stuffed to the brim with weird and wonderful facts. Rummage lifts the lid on 
rubbish to reveal the story of reuse and recycling in all its fascinating glory.’ – Lara Maiklem 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 



42 
 

Church, Interrupted 
Havoc & Hope: The Tender Revolt of Pope Francis 

By John Cornwell 
 

An insightful portrait of Pope Francis through seven years of a 
rollercoaster papacy: the difference he has made to the life of the 
Church; his reactions to world crises, including global poverty, 

the plight of migrants, racial prejudice, the coronavirus 
pandemic, and the far-reaching future consequences of climate 

change. 
 
From the outset, it was clear that this papacy was to be like no other. 
Over the last seven years, Pope Francis has spoken and acted to prompt 
and urge a massive change within the authoritarian, dogmatic, 

stubbornly unchanging Church. In this new biography, Cornwell shows how Francis embarked on a drastic 
purging of the obstinate entitlements, the secrecy, the unaccountability, the wealth and self-satisfied 
traditionalism of the priesthood. He has extended Catholic moral concerns beyond an obsession with 
sexuality to include the economics of global poverty, and offered ‘prudenza audace’, or ‘bold prudence’ in 
new visions for the value of labour, the addressing of racism and the fate of the environment.  
 
It has not been a welcome awakening for all. The Francis Effect, as some have called it, would prove to be 
a rough ride of paradoxes, shocks, somersaults, great and small—a catalogue of disjointed challenges. Whilst 
disruption is familiar in corporate and economic strategies, and therapeutic interventions are common in 
the treatment of destructive addictions and neuroses, Pope Francis’ pronouncements and strategies have 
also made him the object of derision, hostility, and criticism mounting to loathing 
 
Whatever the reaction, it cannot be doubted that Francis has altered what it means to be a pope, and the 
papacy will never be the same again. He has offered a renewed, more hopeful vision of what it means to be 
a Catholic Christian, in the hope that the Church too can never be the same again.   
 
JOHN CORNWELL is an award-winning journalist, and a papal historian. His biography of Pope Pius XII 
Hitler’s Pope was published in 12 translations and was a New York Times bestseller. His A Thief in the Night: 
the Mysterious Death of John Paul I (1989) was an international bestseller, and he is the author of Pope in Winter, 
a portrait of John Paul II. He won the Wilbur Award in 2019 for the best feature on religion and society in 
North America’s magazines for his article “Pope v Pope” in Vanity Fair. He is a Fellow of Jesus College, at 
the University of Cambridge.     
 
UK publication date: Chronicle Books – March 2021 

 

Praise for John Cornwell: 
‘Redefines the entire history of the Twentieth Century.’ – The Washington Post 
 
‘Explosive…makes a case that is very difficult to refute.’ – The New York Times Book Review 
 
‘A devastating indictment of Pius as guilty of moral treachery.’ – The Philadelphia Inquirer 
 
Rights sales for The Pope in Winter: Brazil (Imago Editora), Italy (Garzanti), Netherlands (Balans), 
Slovenia (In OBS Medicus) 
 
Rights sales for Hitler’s Pope: Brazil (Imago Editora), Croatia (Golden Marketing), Estonia (Hotger), 
France (Albin Michel), Germany (Beck), Italy (Garzanti), Netherlands (Balans), Poland (Da Capo), Portugal 
(Terramar), Serbia (Sluzbeni List), Slovakia (Orbis), Spain (Planeta)  
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Imperfect 
The Power of Good Enough in the Age of Perfectionism 

by Thomas Curran 
 

Perfectionism has become our favourite flaw, the stock answer to 
the tricky final interview question: aiming for perfection 

demonstrates motivation, pride in one’s work and determination.  
 

In a world that has become increasingly competitive, increasingly 
motivated by optimisation and efficiency and where productivity trumps 
all, the quest for limitless perfection has many subscribers – for more and 
more of us our best is not enough, our successes could always be bigger. 
Perfectionism is not about striving for excellence, but about a relentless 
quest to perfect an imperfect self. And worryingly, we are living in the age 
of perfectionism. 

 
In more than a decade of studying perfection, using data from more than 40,000 respondents in the US, 
UK and Canada, behavioural psychologist Thomas Curran has found that perfectionism is dramatically on 
the rise in young people – up from 9% in 1989 to 18% in 2017 and projected to reach 33% by 2050 – and 
that those who identify as perfectionists are struggling under the weight of their relentless work ethics. 
Indeed, the data shows a law of inverted returns: as perfectionists strive more and more excessively they 
neglect rest, diet, sleep and recreation. Their over-meticulousness makes them more prone to false alarms 
and errors, and their endless tinkering makes them inefficient and prone to burnout. That’s not all. 
Laboratory tests reveal that perfectionists have a near-pathological aversion to failure that correlates with 
psychological turmoil that comes from tying one’s self-worth to achievement.  
 
In Imperfect, Thomas Curran shows how we got here, what we can do about it, and how we might recover. 
Tracing perfectionism back to the 1970s and 80s, to Reaganomics and Thatcherism, he demonstrates that 
far from being an innate human trait, perfectionism is a socially-prescribed pressure, an unforeseen 
consequence of decades of unrestrained capitalism. Along the way we will meet people who have broken 
the cycle of perfection and see how their lives were changed for the better. And in showing us how so many 
of us got here, Curran frees us from the tyranny of the hamster wheel, helps us to identify when done is 
better than perfect and to see the value in just good enough.  
 
Imperfect will permanently change how we see perfectionists – and how perfectionists see themselves – and 
show that happiness and success are to be found in self-actualization rather than others’ ideas of perfection.  
 
THOMAS CURRAN is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychological and Behavioural Science 
at the London School of Economics. His TED talk, ‘Our Dangerous Obsession with Perfectionism is 
Getting Worse’, has been viewed more than 2.7 million times. He has written for the Harvard Business Review, 
and his research has been covered by the New Scientist, Goop, Guardian, Telegraph, Ariana Huffington’s Thrive 
Global and many others.  
 
UK publication date: Profile – 2022 
 
Rights sales for Imperfect: UK (Profile), US (Scribner), Brazil (Companhia das Letras), China (Beijing 
Qianqiu Zhiye), Czech (Dokoran), Germany (Rowohlt), Greece (Metaichmio), Italy (Einaudi), Korea 
(Business Books), Lithuania (Baltos Lankos), Netherlands (Het Spectrum), Poland (Zysk), Romania (Trei), 
Russia (Eksmo), Sweden (Mondial), Turkey (Kronik) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: proposal and sample chapter – Delivery: Summer 2021 (80k words)  
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What White People Can Do Next 
by Emma Dabiri 

 
In June this year, shortly after the death of George Floyd, academic 
and broadcaster Emma Dabiri shared a resource on Instagram. She 
called it What White People Can Do Next. Within days, she’d been 
contacted by people from all over the world—from Ontario to the 
Australian outback. Each message was the same: outpourings of 
enthusiasm and relief from white people deeply affected by the 
racial justice protests unfolding across the globe but unsure of what 
to do next. Unsure of how to transform their desire to demonstrate 
allyship into real and meaningful progress. One thing was clear: the 

enormous interest in Emma’s recommendations called for a book. 
 
What White People Can Do Next is the essential practical resource people need now, offering punchy, 
accessible guidance that cuts through the haze of online discourse with intellectual rigour and razor-sharp 
wit. What is the difference between allyship and coalition? How to move beyond guilt and denial? Why 
interrogate whiteness and how should we actually go about dismantling capitalism? Combining years of 
scholarship with moments of personal reflection, in the tradition of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s We 
Should All Be Feminists, What White People Can Do Next is a small book with a big promise.  
 
EMMA DABIRI is the author of Don’t Touch My Hair, shortlisted for the 2019 Irish Book Awards. She is a 
teaching fellow in the Africa department at SOAS and a Visual Sociology PhD researcher at Goldsmiths, 
and has been published in a number of anthologies and academic journals, as well as the national press.  
 
Praise for previous title, Don’t Touch My Hair: 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2019 Irish Book Awards ✦ 
  
‘A scintillating, intellectual investigation into black women and the very serious business of our hair, as it 
pertains to race, gender, social codes, tradition, culture, cosmology, maths, politics, philosophy and 
history, and also the role of hairstyles in pre-colonial Africa.’ – Bernardine Evaristo, The Times Literary 
Supplement Books of the Year 
 
‘Ground-breaking … Her sources are rich, diverse and sometimes heart-breaking. Some books make us 
feel seen and for me, that is what Don’t Touch My Hair does. I would urge everyone to read it.’ – Charlie 
Brinkhurst-Cuff, Guardian 
 
‘FASCINATING, educational, personal, humble and engaging. I urge you to read it!’ – Marian Keyes 
 
‘Part memoir, part spiky, thoroughly researched socio-political analysis, it delves deep into the painful 
realities and history of follicular racism.’ – Diana Evans  
 
‘An excellent and far reaching book...a call to arms for black African culture.’ – Irish Times 
 
‘A powerful and arrestingly relatable account of the rich history of Afro hair that seamlessly interweaves 
her personal perspective with meticulously researched historical facts.’ – Metro  
 
UK publication date: Penguin Press – Spring 2021 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: October 2020 (15k words) 
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The Transgender Issue 
by Shon Faye 

 
Even a cursory glance at the past year will demonstrate that what is 
frequently referred to by the mainstream press as “the transgender issue” 
is a subject characterised by prejudice, misinformation, disinformation, 
fear mongering, distraction and division. It is a subject in urgent need of 
a book. Not just a book that synthesises and explains the complex issues 
that attend the subject, and the viewpoints that divide it, but one that also 
resets the agenda in order to focus squarely on the economic, political and 
daily realities of life as a trans person today. As Shon Faye argues potently, 
when it comes to the transgender issue, people are furiously debating and 
asking questions – they’re simply asking the wrong ones. Which is exactly 

where The Transgender Issue comes in.  
 
To date, the landscape of trans writing has been dominated by memoir. But that is not the book Shon Faye 
has written, nor is it the book that this particular moment needs. The Transgender Issue is an explicitly political 
book – primer, polemic and possible solution. There is no other work of non-fiction like it.  
 
With a revelatory ability to unpack and connect complex ideas and evidence on the page in a way that is 
lucid and accessible, The Transgender Issue will have you desperate to share endless ‘Did you know?’ moments 
with everyone you meet. Did you know, for example, that one in eight trans people have been attacked in 
their place of work? Or that only 41% of Britons believe that trans people should definitely be allowed to 
teach children? Or that heterosexual-identified men are 45% more likely to search for trans pornography 
online than women?  
 
As Reni Eddo-Lodge has done for race, and Owen Jones has done for social class, The Transgender Issue 
offers an urgent, powerfully argued framework for understanding and countering the issues and challenges 
faced by the trans community today. 
 
SHON FAYE is a writer based in Bristol and one of the UK’s leading commentators on trans politics. 
Initially training as a lawyer in her twenties, she has spent the past three years writing on trans issues for 
The Guardian, The Independent, Vogue, and Dazed, where she was editor-at-large. In October 2018, she 
was the guest editor for VICE and Stonewall’s Recognise Me campaign, which focussed on reform to the 
Gender Recognition Act. In May 2018, she hosted the Women Making History Festival for Amnesty 
International. Her online series for Novara Media, Shon This Way, focusses on queer politics and history. 
She has appeared on BBC Newsnight, BBC Radio and LBC. She currently works as the Trans Engagement 
Officer for Stonewall in Cardiff. 
 
Praise for Shon Faye: 
‘Shon Faye is one of the most inspirational fighters for equality we have. When trans people are under 
attack – from the British mainstream media to Donald Trump – her voice is urgently needed. She is eloquent 
and thought-provoking on one of the great causes for human liberation that exists today.’ – Owen Jones 
 
‘The Transgender Issue is fascinating on a subject of increasing public prominence. Casting light where there 
is too often only heat, it is the book that I would want to read, breaking down for the general reader the 
challenges and realities faced by the trans community today.’ – The Secret Barrister 
 
UK publication date: Allen Lane – September 2021 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: Delivery: October 2020 (90k words) 
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The Dirty Truth 
What We Throw Away, Where It Goes and Why It 

Matters 

by Oliver Franklin-Wallis 
 

We are living in a waste crisis – the world is overflowing with 
our trash. Straws and bottles, packages in every imaginable 

form, billions of toys and trinkets made out of fossil fuel. We 
are more wasteful than ever before, and wasting more each 
year: in 2016 humans produced 2.01 billion tonnes of solid 

waste; by 2050 that number is expected to rise to 3.4 billion. 
The UK produces 223 million tonnes per year, or 1.1kg per 

person per day. In the US, the world’s most wasteful nation, 
the average person produces 2kg of rubbish per day. 

 
These truths are inconvenient, and when it comes to our waste most of us want it out of sight and out of 
mind. Such thinking is what has enabled the emergence of the waste industry, a $300 billion global enterprise 
determined to profit from what we leave behind. It’s an industry hidden from view – trucks moving at 
night, dumps hidden behind corrugated iron fences their smell hidden by purpose-built deodorising 
machines – with a history that includes the New York mafia and the Italian ‘Ndrangheta, which in the 1980s 
and 90s illegally smuggled nuclear waste and dumped it off the coast of Africa. For a long time the waste 
industry’s biggest customer was China, which allowed many wealthy nations to offshore its waste, but on 
New Year’s Day 2018 China closed its doors and the dirty truth started to emerge. Much of our waste has 
never been recycled but is in landfill in Thailand, India, Malaysia and Vietnam, countries with among the 
highest rates of waste mismanagement in the world. The costs, both human and ecological, are catastrophic. 
 
Oliver Franklin-Wallis will take us on a journey through our waste. We’ll go to South-East Asia and Africa, 
examining where our plastic and our electronic waste goes. We will go back in time, to see how our attempts 
to control human sewage – the original waste – reshaped cities, redirected rivers, and enabled the growth 
of the modern world. We will see how our burial of nuclear waste means developing post-human 
architecture and grappling with deep time. And we will travel in search of innovative solutions, meeting the 
characters pioneering ground-breaking recycling techniques, developing advanced sorting robots, and 
embracing age-old business models and brand new ones. Oliver will force us to face the realities of what 
we throw away, and encourage us to ask what is the mark we leave on the world? And is there a better way 
to live?  
 

OLIVER FRANKLIN-WALLIS is an award-winning magazine journalist. His writing has appeared in 
WIRED (where he is a contributing editor), the Guardian, the New York Times, the Economist, The Times 
Magazine, The Sunday Times Magazine, British GQ, Men’s Health and many other publications. In 2017, he was 
named ‘Print Writer Of The Year’ by the British Society Of Magazine Editors. The Dirty Truth will be his 
first book. 
 
UK publication date: Simon & Schuster – 2023 

 

Rights sold: World English (Simon & Schuster), Italy (under offer) 

 

Agent: Chris Wellbelove 

 

Material available: Proposal – Delivery: December 2021 (90k words) 
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Notes from Deep Time 
A Journey Through our Past and Future Worlds 

by Helen Gordon 
 

A thought-provoking and vividly written exploration of 
humanity’s understanding of geological deep time, and our 

modern interactions with it. 
  
From the secret fossils of London to the 3-billion-year-old rocks of the 
Scottish Highlands, and from state-of-the-art Californian laboratories 
to one of the world’s most dangerous volcanic complexes hidden 
beneath the green hills of western Naples, set out on an adventure to 
those parts of the world where the Earth’s life-story is written into the 
landscape.  
  
Helen Gordon turns a novelist’s eye on the extraordinary scientists 

who are piecing together this planetary drama. She gets to grips with the theory that explains how it all 
works - plate tectonics, a breakthrough as significant in its way as evolution or quantum mechanics, but 
much younger than either, and still with many secrets to reveal. She captures both the wonder and mystery, 
but also the practical and significant implications, of our understanding of our geological past, and she looks 
to the future of our world - with or without us.  
  
HELEN GORDON is the author of the novel Landfall (Penguin) and the editor, with Travis Elborough, 
of the non-fiction book Being a Writer (Francis Lincoln). Her writing has appeared in, among other 
publications, The Economist’s 1843 magazine, Wired, the Guardian and the Independent. She lives in London.   
  
UK publication date: Profile – 1st April 2021  
  
Praise for previous title, Landfall:  
‘An intriguing novel . . . a hipster version of Margaret Atwood’s Surfacing.’ – Metro 
  
‘A memorable novel. I loved the pace and verve of Alice’s voyage from Shoreditch to suburbia, and the 
unexpectedness of the story as it swerves past the familiar into a dangerous and beautiful unknown.’  – 
Helen Dunmore  
  
‘Compulsively readable.’ – Independent on Sunday  
  
‘Fine writing . . . Wrapped in an arresting evocation of timelessness.’ – Guardian 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker 
 
Material available: Final Manuscript 

  



48 
 

Dom Joly 
 

DOM JOLY is a multi-award winning British comedian and writer, best known for his smash hit hidden 
camera series Trigger Happy TV. Dom is also a former diplomat and political producer turned columnist and 
travel writer. In addition, he makes TV travel shows including Dom Joly’s Happy Hour and Dom Joly’s Excellent 
Adventure. Later this year he will be recording an Audible Original travel book for release next year 
called Such Miserable Weather: Dom Joly’s Big English Staycation. He also has a hit podcast with Audible called 
Earworm. As lockdown was instituted, Dom was half way through a national 55 date tour, Dom Joly’s Holiday 
Snaps: Travel and Comedy in the Danger Zone, which will reopen in Spring 2021.  

 

The Downhill Hiking Club (retitled for paperback edition) 
A Short Walk Across the Lebanon 

At a boozy, cricket-filled afternoon at Lord’s, Dom Joly convinces his two closest 
friends to agree to the unthinkable: a challenging hike across Lebanon, from the 
Israeli border in the south, along the spine of the country’s mountain range, all the 
way to the Syrian border in the north. For Joly it is something of a homecoming, 
having grown up in Beirut. Arriving in Lebanon armed with copious amounts of 
Vaseline - and no walking experience, bar taking the dog for the occasional stroll - 
Dom, Chris and Harry don’t quite know what they’ve got themselves into. From a 
hair-raising creep along the ‘Valley of the Skulls’ to accidentally flashing an 
unsuspecting Ethiopian cook, the three friends just about manage to keep going. 
The Downhill Hiking Club is a witty and affectionate love letter to the Lebanon and its rich history as well as 
a paean to the simple joys of friendship and growing old disgracefully.  

 

UK paperback publication date: Robinson – April 2021 

 

The Dark Tourist 
Sightseeing in the World’s Most Unlikely Holiday Destinations 

Dom’s upbringing in war-torn Lebanon was interspersed with terrifying days and 
nights spent hunkered in the basement under Syrian rocket fire or coming across a 
pile of severed heads from a sectarian execution in the pine forests near his home. 
It was these early experiences that left Dom with a profound loathing for the 
sanitized experiences of the modern day travel industry and a taste for the darkest 
of places. And in this brilliantly odd and hilariously told travel memoir, Dom Joly 
sets out on a quest to visit those destinations from which the average tourist would, 
and should, run a mile. Funny and frightening in equal measure, this is a uniquely 
bizarre and compelling travelogue from one of the most fearless and innovative 
comedians around. 

 

Scary Monsters and Super Creeps 
In Search of the World’s Most Hideous Beasts 

Dom Joly sets off round the world again, and this time he heads to six completely 
different destinations to investigate local monster sightings. In typically hilarious 
and irreverent fashion, Dom explores the cultures that gave rise to these monster 
myths and ends up in some pretty hairy situations with people even stranger than 
the monsters they are hunting. Are the monsters all the product of fevered minds, 
or is there a sliver of truth somewhere in the madness? Either way, the search gives 
Dom an excuse to dive into six fascinating destinations on a gloriously nutty 
adventure. 
 

UK reissue date for The Dark Tourist and Scary Monsters and Super Creeps: Robinson – September 
2021 
 
Agent: Lesley Thorne  
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House of Music 
Raising the Kanneh-Masons 

by Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason 
 

Raising the most talented family in the world.  
 
Seven brothers and sisters. All of them classically trained musicians. 
One was Young Musician of the Year and performed for the royal 
family. The eldest has released her first album, showcasing the works 
of Clara Schumann. These siblings don’t come from the rarefied 
environment of elite music schools, but from a state comprehensive 
in Nottingham. How did they do it? 
 
Their mother, Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason, opens up about what it takes 
to raise a musical family in a Britain divided by class and race. What 
comes out is a beautiful and heartrending memoir of the power of 
determination, camaraderie and a lot of hard work. The Kanneh-

Masons are a remarkable family. But what truly sparkles in this eloquent memoir is the joyous affirmation 
that children are a gift and we must do all we can to nurture them. 

  

KADIATU KANNEH-MASON is a former lecturer at Birmingham University and the mother of seven 
children, all of whom attended the Royal Academy of Music. Her son Sheku was Young Musician of the 
Year in 2016, performed at the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle and was made an MBE in 
2019. The siblings have performed at the 2018 BAFTA Ceremony, Britain’s Got Talent and concert halls 
across the country.  

  

UK publication date: Oneworld – 3rd September 2020 

 
Praise for House of Music: 
‘An amazing, compelling, moving, unforgettable story’ – Lady Antonia Fraser 
 
‘Having just spent time working with my friend Sheku at Abbey Road it’s wonderful to read about him and 
his terrific family.  All the DNA that makes him one of the most important classical musicians – actually 
make that ‘all around’ musicians – of his generation is captured so well in this loving book.’ – Nile Rodgers 
 
‘The unique story of a unique family. Kadie gives a glorious account of how she and husband Stuart came 
to realise that from the earliest age their children communicated through music. She gives an honest account 
of the burdens as well as the joys, as she and Stuart knew they had a duty to fulfil, which imposed enormous 
financial strain on them. Kadie combines this with a searing account of growing up as a mixed-race child 
in the Britain of the 70s. A deeply intimate and honest read on so many levels.’ – John Suchet 
 
‘The Kanneh-Masons are a unique family and the family’s matriarch, Kadiatu, has written a suitably unique 
and fascinating account of how day-to-day life works in an extraordinary household.’ – Julian Lloyd Webber 
 
‘This book is about hard work, determination and a triumph against the odds. It is truly inspirational!’ – 
Paul Smith 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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The Book of Difficult Fruit 
Arguments for the Tart, Tender, and Unruly  

(with recipes) 

by Kate Lebo 
 
Inspired by twenty-six fruits, essayist, poet, and pie lady Kate 

Lebo expertly blends the culinary, medical, and personal. 
 
A is for Aronia, berry member of the apple family, clothes-stainer, 
superfruit with reputed healing power. D is for Durian, endowed with 
a dramatic rind and a shifty odor--peaches, old garlic. M is for Medlar, 
name-checked by Shakespeare for its crude shape, beloved by 
gardeners for its flowers. Q is for Quince, which, fresh, gives off the 
scent of roses and citrus and rich women’s perfume but if eaten raw is 
so astringent it wicks the juice from one’s mouth. 

 

In this work of unique invention, these and other difficult fruits serve as the central ingredients of twenty-
six lyrical essays (and recipes!) that range from deeply personal to botanical, from culinary to medical, from 
humorous to philosophical. The entries are associative, often poetic, taking unexpected turns and giving 
sideways insights into life, relationships, self-care, modern medicine, and more. What if the primary way 
you show love is to bake, but your partner suffers from celiac disease? Why leave in the pits for Willa 
Cather’s Plum Jam? How can we rely on bodies as fragile as the fruits that nourish them? 
 
Lebo’s unquenchable curiosity leads us to intimate, sensuous, enlightening contemplations. The Book of 
Difficult Fruit is the very best of food writing: graceful, surprising, and ecstatic. 
 
KATE LEBO is a poet, essayist and food writer. Her newest books are the chapbook Seven Prayers to Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers and the anthology Pie & Whiskey. Her essay about listening through hearing loss, “The 
Loudproof Room,” originally published in New England Review, was anthologized in Best American Essays. A 
graduate of University of Washington’s MFA program and Western Washington University, she’s the 
recipient of a Nelson Bentley Fellowship and a Joan Grayston Poetry Prize. She lives in Spokane, 
Washington.  
 
UK publication date: Picador – 6th April 2021 
 
Rights sales for The Book of Difficult Fruit: UK (Picador), US (FSG) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
 
Material available: Final Manuscript (70k words) 
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Waypoints 
A Journey on Foot 

by Robert Martineau 
 
At twenty-seven, Robert Martineau needed to reset. What he wanted 
was a kind of pilgrimage, a physical challenge that would break him 
down and allow him to build himself back up. He had a sense that a long 
walk could help – that the process of putting one foot in front of the 
other might be a journey to a new way of life.  
 
The question then was where to go and, though he’d never been 
religious, Robert was drawn to what certain religions promised – the 
different priorities of religious societies, the ways in which certain 
peoples were connected to the past, ancestry, nature. 
 

Waypoints is Robert’s account of the 1,200 mile walk he took from Accra 
in Ghana to Ouidah, the spiritual centre of Benin on the Atlantic coast. 

He walked alone for six months, across desert, through forests, over mountains, carrying everything he 
needed on his back, sleeping in villages or on the side of paths, travelling from shrine to shrine. Along the 
way he met Dogomba shamans, Beninese archaeology professors, Vodou priests, local historians and kings. 
He listened to their stories and learned about their folklore and how they viewed nature, past generations, 
kin.  
 
The landscape and cultures act as triggers for investigations into the psychology of walking and how 
different landscapes work in different ways on the mind, the neurological benefits of being in forests, the 
history and anthropology of the places he walks through. Martineau builds into the story the ideas of the 
writers who inspired him to set out, from Carl Jung and his 2 million year old man to Henry Thoreau and 
the human need for wilderness, via travellers including Kerouac, Isabelle Eberhardt and Rimbaud.  
 
ROBERT MARTINEAU is the founder of TRIBE, a natural sports nutrition brand and running 
community. He has done a number of long distance trips, including a 10,000-mile solo bicycle ride from 
Cape Town to Istanbul, a 1,000 mile run across Eastern Europe raising £250k for charities fighting human 
trafficking, and a 600-mile solo walk through the Mississippi Delta. Waypoints is his first book. 
 
UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – February 2021 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 

 
Material available: Final Manuscript (60k words) 
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On behalf of Matthew Hamilton 
 

The Truth Is Not Enough 
How to Stop Fascism 

by Paul Mason 
 

We need to rethink everything we’ve assumed about fascism. Instead of ‘a 
bad thing that happened in the past’, it now appears to be a recurrent 
nightmare, happening today in widely diverse societies across the globe. This 
was a legitimate concern before the Coronavirus, as we hit the worst global 
economic downturn since the Depression and a period of heightened 
geopolitical tension: it is now certain that the far right will grow.  
 
The Truth Is Not Enough will give an original and challenging account of the 
history of previous fascist movements and explore the socioeconomic 

conditions in which they came to power, bringing new insights about the similarities with today’s 
conditions. Starting with a snapshot of the new far right, a timeline of its recent victories and an overview 
of how it took advantage of the Covid-19 crisis, it will argue that we need to revise our understanding of 
the original fascism in the 1920s and 1930s - and that violent, far-right mass movements now have to be 
seen as a generalised and recurrent symptom of capitalist failure. It will argue that you don’t need an 
economic crisis to trigger a fascist meltdown; more fundamental are moments of mass disillusionment. 
Though fascism in Europe was militarily defeated in the twentieth century, it was never politically defeated. 
Rather, the antifascists of the great generation - whose testimony the book will draw on - developed 
something more like an antifascist morality than a political stance; a morality that transcended the political 
divisions and ideologies of the time, but was quickly lost. The Truth Is Not Enough will explore the practices 
of those fighting 21st Century fascism, with a commentary on what is working, and what does not. It will 
conclude that, once again, we have to work to collectively resist and defeat the far right.  
 
PAUL MASON is an award-winning writer, broadcaster, and film-maker. Previously Economics Editor of 
Channel 4 News, his books include Clear Bright Future, Post-Capitalism, Why It’s Kicking Off Everywhere: the New 
Global Revolutions; Live Working Die Fighting; and Rare Earth: A Novel. 
 
UK publication date: Allen Lane – Spring 2021 
 
Praise for previous title, Clear Bright Future: 
‘It has quick wit, vivid prose and makes rapid and stimulating connections. Its subtitle sums up its strengths. 
Fundamentally, Mason believes in the power of agency - the ability to choose to act and shape your own 
future.’ - Financial Times 
 
‘Clear Bright Future’s account of our political predicament is thrilling.’ – Guardian 
 
Rights sales for The Truth Is Not Enough: Germany (Suhrkamp), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Portugal 
(Objectiva), Romania (Litera).  
 
Rights sales for previous title, Clear Bright Future: WEL (Allen Lane), Brazil (Companhia), Germany 
(Suhrkamp), Greece (Kastaniotis), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Portugal (Objectiva), 
Spain (Paidos), Turkey (Yordam Kitap) 
 
Agent: Matthew Hamilton 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: December 2020 (70k words)  
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The Hidden History of Burma 
A Crisis of Race and Capitalism 

by Thant Myint-U 
 

A compelling and timely inside account of the recent crisis in 
Burma and its troubled journey from dictatorship to democracy. 

 

Can Burma find an answer to all the world’s problems? During a century 
of colonialism the country was plundered for its natural resources and 
remade as a racial hierarchy; over decades of dictatorship it suffered civil 
war, repression, and unending poverty; and today Burma faces a 
mountain of challenges from crony capitalism, exploding inequality, 
rising ethnonationalism, and extreme racial violence, to climate change, 
multi-billion dollar criminal networks, and China’s giant industrial 
revolution next door. And yet there is hope.  
 
In The Hidden History of Burma Thant Myint-U, a historian, former 

diplomat and presidential advisor takes us on a remarkable journey from the country’s deepest past through 
its recent and almost unbelievable attempt to create a new democracy in the heart of Asia. What would it 
mean for this multicultural country of 55 million to succeed and what does Burma’s story really tell us about 
the biggest issues of our time? 
 
THANT MYINT-U is an award-winning writer, historian and conservationist, and former Fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. He served for over a decade with the United Nations, including in peacekeeping 
operations in Cambodia and the Balkans, and was an advisor to the Burmese government during the early 
years of the transition from military dictatorship. He lives in Rangoon, where he currently heads U Thant 
House and the Yangon Heritage Trust. 
 
Publication date: Atlantic – November 2019 

 

Praise for The Hidden History of Burma: 
‘This superb book will help anyone who wants to understand Burma’s fascinating and fraught recent history, 
but it is about much more than that - it provides a microcosm of the forces shaping twenty-first century 
politics, from democratisation to neoliberalism to climate change. An essential guide to the world we are 
in.’ – David Runciman 
 
 ‘Thant’s bird’s-eye view, long-term scholarship, and deep connection to Burma and its people make for a 
captivating and engrossing account of a country shifting precariously between possibility and destruction.’ 
– Booklist, Starred Review 
 
‘Absorbing, illuminating, and humane… Thant Myint-U’s work traces the complex gearings of race, 
identity, and money with the perspective of a scholar and the intimacy of an insider. It’s invaluable in 
helping us understand the complexities not just of contemporary Burma but of our postcolonial world.’  
– Kwame Anthony Appiah  
 
‘A compelling account of modern Burma’s bloody history, by a leading historian who happened to have an 
inside view during the transition from military rule and the religious and ethnic violence that followed.’  
– Amitav Ghosh 
 
Rights sales for The Hidden History of Burma: UK (Atlantic), US (W.W. Norton), China (Citic), India 
(Juggernaut), Italy (add editore), Taiwan (Marco Polo), Thailand (River Books) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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When Time Stopped 
A Memoir of My Father’s War and What Remains 

by Ariana Neumann 
 
In this internationally bestselling and moving memoir, Ariana Neumann 
uncovers the secrets of her father’s past: years spent hiding in plain sight 
in war-torn Berlin, the annihilation of dozens of family members in the 
Holocaust, and the courageous choice to build anew. 
 
As a child in Venezuela, Ariana Neumann is fascinated by the enigma of 
her father, who appears to be the epitome of success and strength, but 
who wakes at night screaming in a language she doesn’t recognise. Then, 
one day, she finds an old identity document bearing his picture – but 
someone else’s name. 
 
From a box of papers her father leaves for her when he dies, Ariana 

meticulously uncovers the extraordinary truth of his escape from Nazi-occupied Prague. She follows him 
across Europe and reveals his astonishing choice to assume a fake identity and live out the war undercover, 
spying for the Allies in Berlin – deep in the ‘darkest shadow’. Having known nothing of her father’s past, 
not even that he was Jewish, her detective work also leads to the shocking discovery that a total of twenty-
five members of the Neumann family were murdered by the Nazis.  
 
Spanning nearly ninety years and crossing oceans, When Time Stopped is a powerful and beautifully wrought 
memoir in which Ariana comes to know the family that has been lost – and, ultimately, her own father. 
 
ARIANA NEUMANN was born and grew up in Venezuela. She lives in London. 
 
UK publication date: Simon & Schuster – 20th February 2020 
 
Praise for When Time Stopped: 

✦ A New York Times bestseller ✦ AWashington Post bestseller ✦ 

✦ An Amazon bestseller ✦ An Amazon Editors’ Best Books of the Year So Far in 2020 ✦ 
 
‘The story she uncovers is worthy of fiction with hairpin plot twists, daredevil acts of love and 
unexpected moments of humor in dark times.’ – New York Times 
 
‘When Time Stopped is beautiful - deeply moving and extraordinary in its reach and its depth. I felt such 
kinship with the way in which Ariana Neumann moved through the world in her journey. It is absolutely 
remarkable.’ – Edmund de Waal 
 
‘Utterly riveting: Ms. Neumann’s memoir reads like a detective novel, as she unravels her late father’s 
complex, agonizing yet inspiring trajectory.’ – Claire Messud 
 
‘Part literary memoir, part mystery tale, Ariana Neumann’s tribute to her father is a classic story of 
redemption and love.’– Janine di Giovanni 
 
‘To unearth such stories takes great determination, patience and sensitivity, not least because so many of 
those who survived did so by suppressing the truth.’ – Guardian  
 
Rights sales for When Time Stopped: UK (Simon & Schuster), US (Scribner), China (under offer), Czech 
(Argo), Finland (Into Kustannus), France (Les Escales), Spain (Nagrela) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Nala’s World 

by Dean Nicholson 
 

Instagram phenomenon Dean Nicholson reveals the full story 
of his life-changing friendship with rescue cat Nala and their 
inspiring adventures together on a bike journey around the 

world. 
 
When 30-year-old Dean Nicholson set off from Scotland to cycle 
around the world, his aim was to learn as much as he could about our 
troubled planet. But he hadn’t bargained on the lessons he’d learn 
from his unlikely companion. 
 
Three months after leaving home, on a remote road in the mountains 
between Montenegro and Bosnia, he came across an abandoned 
kitten. Something about the piercing eyes and plaintive meowing of 
the bedraggled little cat proved irresistible. He couldn’t leave her to 

her fate, so he put her on his bike and then, with the help of local vets, nursed her back to health. 
 
Soon on his travels with the cat he named Nala, they forged an unbreakable bond - both curious, 
independent, resilient and adventurous. The video of how they met has had 130 million views and their 
Instagram has grown to almost 750k followers - and still counting! 
 
Experiencing the kindness of strangers, visiting refugee camps, rescuing animals through Europe and Asia, 
Dean and Nala have already learned that the unexpected can be pretty amazing. Together with Garry 
Jenkins, writer with James Bowen of the bestselling A Street Cat Named Bob, Dean shares the extraordinary 
tale of his and Nala’s inspiring and heart-warming adventure together. 
 
DEAN NICHOLSON @1bike1world was a manual labourer in his hometown of Dunbar, Scotland, when 
he set off in September 2018 to cycle around the globe. While cycling through the mountains south of 
Bosnia, he came across a scrawny grey-and-white kitten that had been scampering along the road, trying to 
keep up with his bike. This was the start of an unusual friendship, as the newly named Nala joined Dean 
on his travels. Filming their adventures along the way led to a huge social media following on Instagram and 
YouTube, a website 1bike1world.com and opportunities to crowdfund and donate to a plethora of charities 
in the environmental and animal welfare sphere worldwide, causes very important to Dean’s journey and 
to which he continues to raise funds and awareness 
 
GARRY JENKINS is an author, ghost writer and journalist. During a twenty-five-year career he has written 
over forty books, including the internationally bestselling A Street Cat Named Bob with James Bowen which, 
has sold in excess of seven million copies worldwide and the subject of a major motion picture. He writes 
for magazines and newspapers on both sides of the Atlantic, from Elle and Esquire to Time Out, the Daily 
Mail and The Times.  
 
UK publication date: Hodder – 29th September 2020 
 
Rights sales for Nala’s World: UK (Hodder & Stoughton), US (Grand Central), Czech (Zoner), Finland 
(WSOY), France (City Editions), Germany (Luebbe), Italy (Sperling), Netherlands (Meulenhoff), Portugal 
(Porto), Slovenia (Ucila), Sweden (Tukan) 
 

Agent: Lesley Thorne 
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On behalf of Jane Turnbull 

It Takes Blood and Guts 
Skin with Lucy O’Brien 

 

‘It’s been a very difficult thing being a lead singer of a rock band 
looking like me and it still is. I have to say it’s been a fight and it 
will always be a fight. That fight drives you and makes you want 

to work harder . . . It’s not supposed to be easy, particularly if 
you’re a woman, you’re black or you are gay like me. You’ve got to 
keep moving forward, keep striving for everything you want to be. 

It’s been a fight, and there has been a personal cost, but I 
wouldn’t have done it any other way.’ 

 

Skin, the trail-blazing lead singer of multi-million-selling rock band Skunk 
Anansie, is a global female icon. As an incendiary live performer, she 
shatters preconceptions about race and gender. As an activist and 
inspirational role model she has been smashing through stereotypes for 
over twenty-five years. With her striking visual image and savagely poetic 
songs, Skin has been a groundbreaking influence both with Skunk 

Anansie and as a solo artist. 
 
From her difficult childhood growing up in Brixton to forming Skunk Anansie in the sweat-drenched 
backrooms of London’s pubs in the ‘90s, from the highs of headlining Glastonbury to the toll her solo 
career took on her personal life, Skin’s life has been extraordinary. She also talks powerfully about her work 
as social and cultural activist, championing LGBTQ+ rights at a time when few artists were out and gay. 
Told with honesty and passion, this is the story of how a black, working-class girl with a vision fought 
poverty and prejudice to write songs, produce and front her own band, and become one of the most 
influential women in British rock. 
 
SKIN is one of Britain’s leading and acclaimed rock singers. She is also a fashion icon, a renowned DJ, an 
actress and an activist.  
 
LUCY O’BRIEN is a writer, broadcaster and author of the award-winning She Bop, a definitive history of 
women in popular music. She has also published bestselling biographies of Madonna, Dusty Springfield 
and Annie Lennox. Her work has appeared in numerous anthologies including Voicing Girlhood in Popular 
Music: Performance, Authority, Authenticity and Punk Rock, So What?  
 
UK publication date: Simon & Schuster – 24th September 2020 
 
Praise for previous title, Madonna: Like An Icon: 
‘Enduring superstar gets the biography she deserves.’ – Mojo 
 
‘Madonna remains one of the most fascinating women of our time.’ – Telegraph 
 
‘O’Brien is a capable and intelligent writer...a refreshing biography of the iconic popstress.’ – Guardian 
 
Rights sales for It Takes Blood and Guts: UK (Simon & Schuster), Italy (Solferino) 
 
Rights sales for Madonna: Like An Icon: Bulgaria (Ciela), Brazil (Nova Fronteira), Croatia (Naklada 
Ljevak), Czech (BB Art), Estonia (Ekspressi), Finland (Like), Germany (Goldmann), Italy (Sperling & 
Kupfer), Japan (Futamoi Shobo), Netherlands (Luitingh-Sijthoff), Portugal (Humanity’s Friend), Russia 
(Amphora), Sweden (Forma) 
 
Agent: Jane Turnbull 
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Panic 
How Fear Made the World 

by Robert Peckham 
  
Fear and the panic it produces have been driving forces in history, 
perhaps the driving forces: fear of God, famine, disease, poverty, pain, 
the state, or other people. While they have been harnessed for repression 
and deployed as coercive tools of power, fear and panic have also been 
catalysts for revolution and the means to liberation. 
 
To understand their intertwined histories, and their role in the creation 
of the modern world, we need to track back almost a thousand years: 
from the fourteenth-century Black Death to the rise of absolute 

monarchies, from the French Revolution to nineteenth-century crowd control, and from market crashes 
and Cold War paranoia to early twenty-first century digital culture, where a myriad fears dominate our lives. 
 
While fear and panic have destroyed societies, they have also remade them. They have molded state 
institutions, both democratic and totalitarian, and shaped our relations to authority. Whether they have 
arisen from threats that are real or imagined, fear and panic have made us who we are. 
 
Panic: How Fear Made the World will be the first history of mass panic, and first book to ask what panic is, 
where it comes from and what its uses are (and have been). Through seeing their influence over the course 
of history we also begin to understand their shape-shifting natures – at times tools of authoritarian 
governments but at others used to power popular uprisings. And more than that we see that panic need 
not always be feared, and fear doesn’t have to lead to panic. In 2020 that seems a lesson worth learning. 
 
ROBERT PECKHAM is a historian who writes on science, technology, medicine and health. He holds the 
MB Lee Endowed Professorship in the Humanities and Medicine at the University of Hong Kong, where 
he is Chair of the Department of History and founding Director of the Centre for Humanities and 
Medicine. He is a Visiting Professor at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and has 
previously held positions at Oxford, Cambridge, LSE, King’s College and NYU. Robert’s essays and articles 
have been published in Foreign Affairs, New Statesman, Independent, Prospect, TLS and the Times Higher 
Education.  
 
UK publication date: Profile – Spring 2022 
 
Rights sales for Panic: UK & Translation (Profile) – Translation Rights handled by Aitken Alexander  
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: January 2021 (120k words) 
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Civilized 
How 4,000 Years of Law Shaped the World As We 

Know It 

by Fernanda Pirie 
 
As citizens of modern societies, our lives are regulated by laws. Law is 
used to maintain order, resolve disputes, to protect our liberties and 
rights. We would like to think that our legal systems have been 
developed to reflect our collective aims and our moral strivings for 
fairness and justice, and that the resulting laws and systems are logical, 
comprehensive and practically effective. But history shows us that this 
is not the case… 
 
For as long as humans have written, humans have written laws, but the 

laws created have often been anything but rational, complete, or even enforceable. Nor has the law always 
been the domain of governments and lawyers, but has been crafted variously by priests, scholars and village 
councils, all with their own ambitions and priorities. More than just rules to live by, laws enshrine the 
aspirations of both the lawmakers and society at large, mapping out an imagined future, in place to 
demonstrate the people and societies we are striving to be. 
  
In Civilized, Fernanda Pirie takes us on a tour of 4,000 years of global law, from Hammurabi’s Babylonian 
law stone to the laws of the United Nations, via Hindu and Islamic law, merchant law, and the great legal 
codes of imperial China. Although each system is distinct, the stories we find all tell us something about 
the impact of law. And though varied, each example helps us to understand the modern world, by enabling 
us to see why people make laws, and the hidden agendas and aspirations that underlie even the most 
‘rational’ legal systems.  
 
Whilst lawmakers were not always acting on logic and reason, the rules they created tell us something about 
the populations they were made for, whether that be about how humans lived, or about how they wanted 
to live. In telling the little-known story of how laws have defined human history, this book also becomes, 
then, a history of human civilizations told through the laws that have been responsible for their creation, 
and a book that encourages us to look anew at something we all too often take for granted. 
 
FERNANDA PIRIE is Professor of the Anthropology of Law at the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies at the 
University of Oxford, where she spent the past 10 years working with colleagues in history and 
anthropology looking at legal systems from throughout human history, comparing and contrasting, and 
charting their influence on the modern world. Prior to academia she was a practising barrister.  
 

UK publication date: Profile – Christmas 2021/Spring 2022 

 

Rights sales for Civilized: UK (Profile), US (Basic Books), Italy (Ponte Alle Grazie), Japan (Kawadeshobo 

Shinsha), Korea (Book 21), Netherlands (Thomas Rap), Portugal (Saida de Emergencia), Spain (Critica) 

 

Agent: Chris Wellbelove 

 

Material available: Proposal – Delivery: October 2020 (150k words) 
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The Universe In A Box 
How Simulations Rewrote the History of the Cosmos 

and Our Place Within It 

by Andrew Pontzen 

Cosmology is a funny sort of science. At first sight, it might not seem 
to be science at all, since the very last thing cosmologists can do is an 
experiment. Nobody can make their own stars, planets or galaxies, let 
alone their own Universes. Very often cosmologists are speculating 
about things we may never find, any certainty of their existence 
provided only by the effect on the things we can see. For centuries 
cosmologists and astrophysicists have been working in the dark, 

confined in a world of pencil-and-paper equations backed up by observations through (admittedly 
increasingly-powerful) telescopes. But those equations and observations were mostly useful for 
investigating one phenomenon at a time – to calculate how fast the cosmos expands, say, or the length of 
time for which the Sun will shine – what was missing was a picture of the whole, of how the Universe’s 
different phenomena interacted to build entire galaxies, solar systems, and ultimately life on Earth. 
  
Until now. Over the last decades a new kind of physics has emerged, sitting somewhere between theory 
and experimentation, which has allowed cosmologists to see further and in more detail than ever before – 
to track the interplay between the component parts of the Universe from the big bang up to what we are 
able to see right now. And all of this is possible because of the power of modern computers. Today 
laboratories are full of physicists translating equations into code and plugging those codes in to computers 
in order to build simulations of our Universe and test ideas that, in some cases, have been predicted for a 
century or more. It might seem like a strange business, combining layers of approximation and abstraction 
in the search for certainty, but slowly, surely, simulators are seeing that the approach can sort wheat from 
chaff, allowing us profound insights into the deep history of our Universe.  
  
But these simulations do not only reveal truths, they are also able to show us the wrong turns we have taken 
in the past, and expose limitations that go to the heart of physics and the scientific method. The story that 
emerges shows the follies of aiming solely at a ‘theory of everything’, and instead asks us to accept that in 
order to get at the really big questions there will always be different layers of meaning, and some things that 
we will never know. What does that mean for how we think about the Universe? And, perhaps more 
profoundly, how does it inform what our lives mean? 
  
ANDREW PONTZEN is Professor of Cosmology at University College London, and a Royal Society 
University Research Fellow. His research, which has won national and international awards, uses galaxies 
and other structures observed by telescopes today to shed light on fundamental physics such as the nature 
of dark matter, dark energy, and the very early Universe. He worked with Stephen Hawking to write new 
updates for A BRIEF HISTORY OF TIME, and has written for the New Scientist, BBC Sky at Night and 
BBC Focus. He is also a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4’s Inside Science and Curious Cases of Rutherford and 
Fry, and a series of videos for TED-ED on Einstein’s relativity, written and presented with Tom Whyntie, 
has been viewed more than 2.2 million times. In 2020 he was awarded the Royal Astronomical Society’s 
Gerald Withrow Prize for bringing cosmology to wide audiences.  
  
Rights sales for The Universe in a Box: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Riverhead), Italy (Adelphi), 
Netherlands (Atlas Contact), Poland (Zysk), Russia (AST), Spain (Debate) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: Proposal and sample chapter – Delivery: December 2021 (70-80k words)  
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Strandings  
By Peter Riley 

 

✦ Winner of the inaugural Profile Aitken Alexander 

Non-Fiction Prize ✦ 
 
As a child, Peter Riley’s life was marked by an encounter with a 
woman with blue hair and a comet tattoo. Vaguely aware that he was 
complicit in an illegal act, he helped her lift the rotting jaw of a dead 
sperm whale into the trunk of her car.  
 
The incident would later set him on a quest spanning twenty years in 
search of the blue-haired comet woman, drawing him along the way 
into a clandestine underworld of collectors and body-snatchers, 

aristocratic patrons and buyers, witches, Nazis and low-level criminals. These disparate characters are bound 
together by a single passion - the monumental and morbid allure of the stranded whale. 
  
Combining memoir with natural, cultural, and social history, Strandings presents a portrait of a nation that 
has persistently defined itself in relation and reaction to the whales that have washed up on its shores. It is 
the singular tale of a lifelong journey told with wit and an obsessive’s single-mindedness, but it is also about 
ideas that are universal: obsession, our connection with the animal world, and the plight of our oceans and 
the creatures that inhabit them. 
  
Though the body of a stranded whale on a beach undeniably confronts us with the world as it currently is 
- foundering on the brink of extinction – it also asks us to conjure up the world as it might and could be. 
It allows us to reflect on our imperilled natural world, think again about how we treat outsiders who arrive 
on our shores, and reconsider the plight of the ‘stranded’ people and places along our coastlines. 
  
PETER RILEY is a Senior Lecturer in American Literature at the University of Exeter. After completing 
his PhD at the University of Cambridge in 2012, Peter Riley was appointed Early Career Fellow in American 
Literature at the University of Oxford (2012-2014) and has also held Fellowships at the Rothermere 
American Institute and Linacre College, Oxford. His first book, Against Vocation: Whitman, Melville, Crane, 
and the Labors of American Poetry was published by Oxford University Press in 2019. He has also had articles 
published in the Walt Whitman Quarterly Review, the North American Review, and Leviathan: A Journal of Melville 
Studies. 
 
UK publication date: Profile – 2021 
 
Rights sales for Strandings: UK and Translation (Profile) – Translation Rights handled by Aitken 
Alexander 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: September 2020 
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Crisis 
How 1,000 Years of Global Disorder Made the 

World As We Know It 

By Jerome Roos 
 
We live in a time of crisis. Economies are stagnant, inequality and 
division deepen, social discontent rises and political turmoil 
intensifies. We see an ever-expanding list of cross-border problems, 
including record debt levels, geopolitical tensions, lethal pandemics 
and the threat of climate breakdown. This feels like a uniquely 
precarious time, but history shows us that it isn’t the first time the 
world has seen such widespread social, economic and political unrest 
in so many places at once . . . 
 

In his ground-breaking study, Jerome Roos tells the story of 1,000 years of global disorder and reorder to 
place our current moment in historical perspective. Travelling back to the four periods of general crisis that 
have come before this one –the Late Middle Ages, the 17th Century, the Age of Revolution and the interwar 
period – we find that there are striking similarities with that which we find ourselves on the cusp of. Along 
the way we meet Chinese silk merchants, Italian explorers and the Emperors of the West African gold rush, 
and in doing so are able to identify the common cycles of boom and bust, expansion and isolationism that 
have astonishing parallels with our contemporary world. In taking this view we discover that in fact the 
modern world has been forged by these crises – that though often traumatic to live through, those moments 
have always been crucial turning points, ushering in new world orders from the ashes of the old.  
 
Roos will use the long-view of history to allow us to look up from the current crisis, to help us separate 
signal from noise, and show us that we’ve been here before. And with awareness will hopefully come 
answers: the repetitions of history reveal an economic system that fails the majority and ruling classes acting 
in self-interest, but also show that mass engagement can bring about dramatic change. That, as the definition 
has it, crisis is “a point at which change must come, for better or worse”. Whether we have better or worse 
is in our hands.  
 
JEROME ROOS is a Fellow in International Political Economy at the London School of Economics, 
having previously taught at the University of Cambridge. He is a regular contributor to the New Statesman, 
Metro, Buzzfeed, and provides commentary for outlets including the BBC and Al Jazeera. He is also the 
founder of ROAR Magazine, a volunteer-run activist publication that provides background and analysis on 
the global financial crisis and the worldwide wave of anti-establishment protests. Jerome speaks Dutch, 
English, French, German, Italian and Spanish. 
 
Rights sales for Crisis: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Knopf), Brazil (Zahar), China (Citic), Denmark (Klim), 
France (Albin Michel), Germany (Blessing), Greece (under offer), Israel (Keter), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Japan 
(NHK), Korea (Sigongsa), Lithuania (Baltos Lankos), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Portugal (Planeta), 
Romania (Nemira), Russia (Exmo), Spain (Paidos), Sweden (Natur och Kultur), Taiwan (China Times) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: Winter 2022 (125-150k words) 
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Ethel Rosenberg 
An American Tragedy 

by Anne Sebba 

The tragic story of Ethel Rosenberg, the first woman in 
America to be sent to her death for a crime other than murder 

 
On 19 June 1953, Ethel Rosenberg and her husband were convicted 
of conspiracy to commit espionage on behalf of the Soviet Union, and 
executed in the Sing Sing correctional facility in Ossining, New York. 
Ethel became the first woman to be executed by the US government 
in almost a century, and the only woman in the US to be executed for 
a crime other than murder. She was thirty-seven years old and the 
mother of two small children.  
 
At a time of world tension and conspiracy rumours focused on a 

resurgent Russia, this is an important moment to recount not simply what FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
called the ‘trial of the century’, but also a timeless human story of a supportive wife, loving mother and 
idealist who had her life barbarically cut short for a crime she almost certainly did not commit.  
 
With great precision and devastating empathy, Anne Sebba tells of the catastrophic failure of humanity that 
continues to haunt the American national conscience today. 
 
ANNE SEBBA is one of Britain’s most distinguished biographers. Formerly a Reuters correspondent based 
in London and Rome, she has written ten works of non-fiction and presented BBC radio documentaries.  
 
UK publication date: Weidenfeld & Nicolson – 24th June 2021 
 
Praise for Ethel Rosenberg: 
‘Masterful, original and painfully gripping, a historic miscarriage of justice laid bare for our times’ – Philippe 
Sands 
 
‘Absolutely gripping in so many ways; beautifully written and superbly researched, a brilliant and a fresh 
take on a famous case. This is simultaneously a Shakespearean tragedy of a woman and family betrayal, a 
history of American Communism and Soviet espionage in the USA, a very modern story with links to the 
21st century and Trump, a web of conspiracies, politics and witch-hunts, and an investigation of treason 
and justice.’ – Simon Sebag Montefiore 
 
‘A tragic and gripping tale, scrupulously documented, of political chicanery, family betrayal and legal perfidy, 
Anne’s Sebba’s book has unnerving echoes in the modern world.’ – Caroline Moorehead 
 
‘An almost unbearably terrible story.  I was completely held, absorbed and involved with the story of Ethel’s 
short life.  Brilliant ... could not be bettered.’ – Claire Tomalin 
 
‘A magnificent book, one with a hundred strands, woven together with such skill that the only thought one 
can have at the end is: how did we never know the true story of this remarkable woman?’ – Carmen Callil 
 
Rights sales for previous title, Les Parisiennes: UK (Weidenfeld & Nicolson), US (St Martin’s Press), 
China (SDX), Czech (Bourdon), France (Vuibert) 
 
Rights sales for Ethel Rosenberg: UK (Weidenfeld & Nicolson), US (St. Martin’s Press); Film and TV 
rights: Miramax TV for Michael Edelstein 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sing_Sing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ossining_(village),_New_York
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Fake Law 
The Truth About Justice in an Age of Lies 

by The Secret Barrister 
 

 ✦ A Sunday Times bestseller ✦ 
 

The new book by the number-one-bestselling author of The 
Secret Barrister: Stories of the Law and How It’s Broken.  

 
Could the courts really order the death of your innocent baby? Was 
there an illegal immigrant who couldn’t be deported because he had 
a pet cat? Are unelected judges truly enemies of the people? 
 
Most of us think the law is only relevant to criminals, if we even think 
of it at all. But the law touches every area of our lives: from intimate 
family matters to the biggest issues in our society. 
 

Our unfamiliarity is dangerous because it makes us vulnerable to media spin, political lies and the kind of 
misinformation that frequently comes from loud-mouthed amateurs and those with vested interests. This 
‘fake law’ allows the powerful and the ignorant to corrupt justice without our knowledge – worse, we risk 
letting them make us complicit. 
 
Thankfully, the Secret Barrister is back to reveal the stupidity, malice and incompetence behind many of 
the biggest legal stories of recent years. In Fake Law, the Secret Barrister debunks the lies and builds a 
hilarious, alarming and eye-opening defence against the abuse of our law, our rights and our democracy. 
  
THE SECRET BARRISTER is a junior barrister specialising in criminal law. They have written for The 
Times, Guardian, New Statesman, iNews, Esquire, Counsel Magazine and Solicitors Journal, and has 
appeared in The Sun, The Mirror and Huffington Post.  
 
UK publication date: Picador – 3rd September 2020 
 
Praise for previous title, The Secret Barrister:  

✦ Over 650,000 copies sold ✦ Sunday Times number one bestseller ✦  

✦ Over a year on the bestseller list ✦ Shortlisted for Waterstones Book of the Year ✦ 

✦ Winner of the Books are My Bag Non-Fiction Award ✦ 
 
‘What’s so powerful about The Secret Barrister is its ability to connect the dots... revealing a picture that is 
more a commentary on society as a whole than it is on robing rooms full of horsehair wigs.’ – Afua 
Hirsch, Guardian 
 
‘The message of this entertaining book is delivered with great skill...the book is at once a lament and a 
celebration.’ – The Times 
 
‘Terrifying and occasionally hilarious... This is an eye-opening, if depressing, account of the practice of law 
today. Perhaps there is hope, but the author leaves us in no doubt that urgent reform is needed.’ – Observer 
 
Rights sales for Fake Law: UK (Picador), Russia (Eksmo) 
 
Rights sales for The Secret Barrister: UK (Picador), China (Shandong Savanne Culture Communication), 
Greece (Klidarithmos), Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Capitán Swing); TV rights: Kudos 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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The Matter of Everything 
The 12 Experiments that Made the Modern World 

by Suzie Sheehy 
 

Towards the end of the 19th century, people thought physics was done. 
They knew stuff was made of atoms, and everything interacted through 
the forces of gravity and electromagnetism and all the rest was details. But 
little did they know. As the new century dawned a small number of curious 
physicists started to probe deeper, to look beyond the atom. Particle 
physics was born and the world would never be the same again.  
 
In The Matter Of Everything, accelerator physicist Suzie Sheehy tells the story 
of particle physics through its foundational experiments. Beginning with 
the discovery of the electron, via radiation and Einstein, and all the way 
through to the Large Hadron Collider, we uncover the breakthroughs that 

led to our understanding of matter. But this is not just stories from the theoretical realm because what is 
really extraordinary is that these leaps in our understanding of the world on the smallest scale have led to 
tangible things in our everyday one. From the television to the iPhone, the MRI scanner to the internet, the 
impact of particle physics is far and wide.  
 
In seeing the human side of the breakthroughs, Sheehy pulls physics out of the laboratory and puts it into 
the hands of people. Because more than anything this book is a celebration of human ingenuity, creativity 
and curiosity; a powerful reminder that progress relies on the desire to know.  
 
DR SUZIE SHEEHY is a physicist, academic and science communicator who divides her time between 
her research groups at the University of Oxford where she is a Royal Society University Research Fellow, 
and the University of Melbourne where she is Senior Lecturer. Her research focuses on developing new 
particle accelerators for future applications in areas such as medicine and energy. An award-winning public 
speaker, presenter and science communicator, Suzie has delivered professional lectures and keynote 
presentations, written and delivered live shows to tens of thousands of students, is an expert TV presenter 
of Impossible Engineering for Discovery Channel and in 2018 delivered her first TED talk as part of TEDx 
Sydney, which has received over 1.5M views.  
 
UK publication date: Bloomsbury – Autumn 2021 
 
Rights sales for The Matter of Everything: UK (Bloomsbury), US (Knopf), China (China South Booky 
Culture Media), Italy (Bollati Boringhieri), Korea (Kachi), Netherlands (Thomas Rap), Portugal (Temas e 
Debates), Romania (Lifestyle), Russia (Exmo) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: Final Draft 
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Ageless 
The New Science of Getting Older Without Getting 

Old 

by Andrew Steele 
 
A guide to the science driving biology’s biggest story: why we 

get old, and how we can stop it. 

 

Ageing – not cancer, not heart disease – is the world’s leading cause 
of death and suffering. We accept as inevitable that as we get older 
our bodies and minds begin to deteriorate, and we are increasingly 
likely to be struck by dementia or disease. Ageing is so deeply 
ingrained in human experience that we never think to ask: is it 
necessary? Biologists, on the other hand, have been investigating that 
question for years. 
 

Ageless introduces us to the cutting-edge research that is paving the way for a revolution in medicine. It 
takes us inside the laboratories where scientists are studying every aspect of the cell – DNA, mitochondria, 
stems cells, our immune systems, even age genes that have helped animals to a tenfold increase in lifespan 
– all in an effort to forestall or reverse the body’s decline. 
 
Computational biologist Andrew Steele offers reality-based hope, explaining what is happening as we age 
and practical ways we can help slow down the process. He reveals how understanding the scientific 
implications of ageing could lead to the greatest discovery in the history of medicine – one that has the 
potential to improve billions of lives, save trillions of dollars, and transform the human condition. 
  
ANDREW STEELE is a computational biologist with a PhD in physics. He is a Research Fellow at the 
Francis Crick Institute in London, using computers to decode our DNA, and unravel the secrets hidden in 
some of modern biology’s biggest data. He has a first-class degree and a DPhil from Oxford University, 
where he used particle accelerators to understand the inner workings of magnetic and superconducting 
materials.   
 
UK publication date: Bloomsbury – 24th December 2020 
 
Praise for Ageless: 
This is an essential book for anyone interested in the fast-developing science of longevity.’ – Jim Mellon, 
Chairman of Juvenescence 
 
‘A fascinating, stimulating and pleasingly practical guide to the science of ageing and how we might be able 
to bend the arrow of biological time to improve our health.’ – Kat Arney 
 
‘Few issues can be more important for our future than ensuring we age as well as possible. Ageless explains 
the extraordinary achievements and promise of current scientific research around longevity. Read it and 
prepare to think differently about your future.’ – Andrew Scott, Professor of Economics, London Business 
School and co-author of The 100 Year Life 
 
Rights sales for Ageless: UK (Bloomsbury), US (Doubleday), Simplified Chinese (Citic), Italy (Vallardi), 

Portugal (Saida da Emergencia), Romania (SC Publica), Russia (Eksmo) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: Final Manuscript (96k words)  
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The Ten Equations That  
Rule The World 

And How You Can Use Them Too 

by David Sumpter 
 

Is there a secret formula for getting rich? For making 

something a viral hit? For deciding how long to stick with your 

current job, Netflix series, or even relationship? 
 

This book is all about the equations that make our world go round. 
Ten of them, in fact. They are integral to everything from investment 
banking to betting companies and social media giants. And they can 
help you to increase your chance of success, guard against financial 
loss, live more healthily and see through scaremongering. They are 
known only by mathematicians – until now. 
 

With wit and clarity, mathematician David Sumpter shows that it isn’t the technical details which make 
these formulas so successful. It is the way they allow mathematicians to view problems from a different 
angle - a way of seeing the world that anyone can learn. 
 
Empowering and illuminating, The Ten Equations that Rule the World shows how maths really can change your 
life. 
 
DAVID SUMPTER was made Professor of Applied Mathematics at the University of Uppsala at 32, at the 
time the youngest Professor in Europe, and before that he was a Royal Society Fellow at Oxford. He is the 
author of two books, Soccermatics and Outnumbered, which have been translated into 10 languages. In 2016 
he was awarded the IMA’s Catherine Richards Prize for communicating mathematics to a popular audience. 

  
Publication date: Allen Lane – 1st October 2020 

 

Praise for The Ten Equations that Rule the World: 
‘These aren’t the equations of Newton or Einstein – crisp relations describing the evolution of a clockwork 
universe. These are the equations of randomness, expectation, and imperfect information. The equations, 
in other words, of the real world. David Sumpter provides an entertaining tour that will change how you 
see the world.’ – Sean Carroll, author of Something Deeply Hidden 
 

Praise for previous title, Outnumbered: 
‘Ingenious . . . a deliciously insightful, mildly skeptical analysis of internet data manipulation.’ – Kirkus 
 
‘An enlightening book.’ – Publishers Weekly 
 
‘Sumpter combines engaging hands-on demonstrations with stories from insiders to shed light on precisely 
how data alchemists seek to persuade and predict us.’ – Financial Times 
 
Rights sales for The Ten Equations that Rule the World: UK (Allen Lane), US (Flatiron), Brazil 

(Bertrand), China (Citic), Japan (Kobun-sha), Russia (Mann, Ivanov and Ferber), Sweden (Mondial) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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Work 

A History of How We Spend Our Time 

by James Suzman 
 
The work we do brings us meaning, moulds our values, determines 
our social status and dictates how we spend most of our time. But this 
wasn’t always the case: for 95% of our species’ history, work held a 
radically different importance. 
 
How, then, did work become the central organisational principle of 
our societies? How did it transform our bodies, our environments, our 
views on equality and our sense of time? And why, in a time of 
material abundance, are we working more than ever before? 
 
 

Leading anthropologist James Suzman charts a revolutionary new 
history of humankind through the prism of work, from the origins of 

life on Earth to our ever-more automated present, challenging some of our deepest assumptions about who 
we are.  
 
JAMES SUZMAN is a social anthropologist and the author of Affluence without Abundance: The Disappearing 
World of the Bushmen (Bloomsbury USA 2017). He is the director of the anthropological think tank 
Anthropos and is a fellow of Robinson College at Cambridge University as well as a fellow of the Royal 
Geographic Society. James has written on some of the central ideas of Work in the New York Times, Guardian, 
Observer, New Statesman and Atlantic.   
 

UK publication date: Bloomsbury – 3rd September 2020 
 

Praise for Work: 
‘Automation of all kinds looms on the horizon. Luckily, James Suzman is here with a revelatory new history 
that makes a persuasive case: that human industry can light a path forward, even in a future where we’re 
put out of work by our own inventions.’ – Charles Duhigg, bestselling author of The Power of Habit 
 
‘For too long, our notions of work have been dominated by economists obsessed with scarcity and 
productivity. As an anthropologist, James Suzman is here to change that. He reveals that for much of 
human history, hunter-gathers worked far less than we do today and led lives of abundance and leisure. I’ve 
been studying work for two decades, and I can’t remember the last time I learned so much about it in one 
sitting. This book is a tour de force.’ – Adam Grant, New York Times bestselling author of Give and Take 
 
‘A ground-breaking history of work, which exposes the productivity-at-all-costs mindset to strike a blow at 
the myth of the economic problem. I learned something new on every page.’ – Grace Blakeley 
 
‘Brilliant. I thought I had read enough by now to know what work is and we so often feel compelled to 
work – but I was wrong.’ – Danny Dorling 
 

Rights sales for Work: UK (Bloomsbury), US (Penguin Press), Arabic (Arabic Cultural Center), China 

(Citic), Czech (Host), France (Flammarion), Germany (Beck), Greece (Metaichmio), Italy (Il Saggiatore), 

Japan (Toyo Keizai), Korea (RH Korea), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Netherlands (Thomas Rap), Poland 

(Zysk-I-Ska), Portugal (Saida de Emergencia), Romania (Publicat), Russia (Eksmo-Bombora), Spain 

(Debate), Sweden (Natur & Kultur), Turkey (Kolektif)  
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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Palace of Palms 
Tropical Dreams and the Making of Kew 

by Kate Teltscher 
 

Daringly innovative when it opened in 1848, the Palm House in 
Kew Gardens remains one of the most beautiful glass buildings 

in the world today. 
 
Seemingly weightless, vast and yet light, the Palm House floats free 
from architectural convention, at once monumental and ethereal. From 
a distance, the crowns of the palms within are silhouetted in the central 
dome; close to, banana leaves thrust themselves against the glass. To 
enter it is to enter a tropical fantasy. The body is assaulted by heat, light, 
and the smell of damp vegetation.   
 
In Palace of Palms, Kate Teltscher tells the extraordinary story of its 

creation and of the Victorians’ obsession with the palms that filled it. It is a story of breathtaking ambition, 
of scientific discovery and, crucially, of the remarkable men whose vision it was. The Palm House was 
commissioned by the charismatic first Director of Kew, Sir William Hooker, designed by the audacious 
Irish engineer, Richard Turner, and managed by Kew’s forthright curator, John Smith, who battled with 
boilers and floods to ensure the survival of the rare and wondrous plants it housed. 
 
KATE TELTSCHER is a Reader in English Literature at the University of Roehampton and Visiting 
Researcher at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. As a cultural historian, her research has focused on colonial 
contact between Britain and Asia and she is the author of two acclaimed books, India Inscribed: European and 
British Writing on India, 1600-1800 and The High Road to China: George Bogle, the Panchen Lama and the First British 
Expedition to Tibet, which was shortlisted for the James Tait Black Memorial Prize for Biography. She lives 
in south-west London with her family. 
 
UK publication date: Picador – 9th July 2020 
 
Praise for Palace of Palms: 
‘This book gives a marvellous glimpse into a lost and luscious Victorian world, peopled not only with plants 
but with energetic, ambitious – and sometimes frankly bonkers – characters.’ – Lucy Worsley 
 
‘Not since Anna Pavord’s The Tulip has a book so brilliantly captured the spirit of its subject. Kate 
Teltscher’s Palace of Palms is a glorious headrush into Victorian history via one of the most iconic and 
beautiful glasshouses in the world. This is a bright, shining jewel of a book, a hedonist’s delight and an 
escapist’s antidote to the humdrum.’ – Amanda Foreman 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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The Amur River 
Between Russia and China 

by Colin Thubron 
 

The Amur is the tenth longest river in the world, yet almost 
unknown.  Rising in Mongolia in mountains sacred to Genghis 
Khan and emptying into the subarctic Pacific, for over a thousand 
miles it forms the border between Russia and China, the most 
densely fortified frontier on earth. 
 
Colin Thubron follows this magnificent river from its near-
inaccessible source to its giant mouth, travelling along both its 
Russian and Chinese shores. As he weaves between these great 
ex-Communist empires, with their long history of confrontation 

across the Amur and their rival claims to it, he encounters a fraught, sometimes tragic past and an uncertain 
present. 
 
By horse, boat and bus, harried by accident and police interrogation, he moves along a river of remote 
beauty, meeting with Chinese traders and Russian teachers, fishermen and indigenous peoples, monks and 
poachers. 
 
It is a journey of revelatory power. 
 
COLIN THUBRON is a distinguished travel writer and novelist, named by the Times as one of the fifty 
greatest post-war writers. His books include Among the Russians, Behind the Wall, In Siberia and the New York 
Times bestseller Shadow of the Silk Road.  
 
UK publication date: Chatto & Windus – Autumn 2021 
 
Praise for Colin Thubron: 
‘I would rather read Colin Thubron than any other travel writer alive.’ – John Simpson 
 
‘It is hard to think of a better travel book written this century.’ – The Times 
 
‘One of Thubron’s great strengths is his compassion...his shimmering prose creates a wonderful book, so 
multilayered that, when I reached the end, I wanted to read it all over again.’ – Sunday Times 
 
‘Rich in humour, compassion and history, another confirmation, if any more were needed, that Thubron is 
the pre-eminent travel writer of his generation.’ – Sunday Telegraph 
 
‘A poetic volume - interesting, shocking and deeply engaging, the work of a mature writer at the top of his 
game.’ – Sara Wheeler, Daily Telegraph 
 
Rights sales for Shadow of the Silk Road: Brazil (L & PM Editores), Bulgaria (Vakon), France (Editions 
Hoebeke), Germany (Dumont Reiseverlag), Greece (Papyros), Italy (Salani), Korea (Mindcube), 
Netherlands (Atlas), Norway (Aschehoug), Poland (Czarne), Portugal (Bertrand), Romania (Polirom), 
Serbia (Mono I Manjana), Spain (Grup Editorial 62), Thailand (Attita) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Empire Without End 
A New History of Britain and the Caribbean 

by Imaobong Umoren 
 

Britain is as divided as it’s ever been. The last decade has seen a growing 
polarisation of a society now divided along lines of political belief, class, 
region, gender, age and religion, but recent events have brought into stark 
focus divisions much more deeply-rooted. The recent nationwide Black 
Lives Matter protests shone a light on a society plagued by racism and racial 
division, and a race-based social order that is entrenched in our institutions, 
both public and private. But this is not new (though the discourse around it 
might be), and to truly understand the contemporary racial divisions in 
Britain one needs to get to grips with the history of the British Empire in 
one of the places it began more than 400 years ago. 

 
Most histories of empire tend to focus on the large territories the British controlled in Asia and Africa, and 
focus on the 19th and 20th centuries, but this is to overlook what was in effect the crucible in which British 
imperial policy was formed. The Caribbean is the only region in the world to have experienced colonisation 
for a period of over 500 years. The Spanish, French, Americans, Dutch and Danish carved out different 
parts of the region to bolster their own global empires, but it was the British who came to dominate, 
amassing more colonies than any other western power. 
 
You’d be forgiven for thinking the story of the British Empire in the Caribbean was one only of slavery, 
plantations and sugar, a relationship of conquest, colonisation and capitalism that had fallen apart by the 
middle of the 20th century. But the history we are taught in school is surface at best; delve deeper and 
things begin to look very different. Delve deeper and we find that not only has the social order imposed in 
the Caribbean colonies been replicated in Britain, but that British control of the region continues through 
a neo-colonialism that further entrenches the financial dependence and exploitation established in the early 
17th century. 
 
Historian Imaobong Umoren will tell a full history of Britain and the Caribbean, and chart the relationship 
between metropole and colonies right up to the early decades of the 21st century. In so doing she will 
demonstrate that the Caribbean was a testing ground for British ideas of what society should look like, 
resulting in a racial-caste order that was then exported back to Britain where it has since dominated social, 
political and economic life. And she will show that the story of the British Empire in the Caribbean did not 
end with independence, but continues to this day through an insidious neo-colonialism that has come to 
define the lives of those on the islands. She will demand a reckoning with our imperial legacy, and ask how 
Britain can atone for it, both at home and in the (former) colonies.    
 
IMAOBONG UMOREN is Assistant Professor of International History at the London School of 
Economics, where her research and teaching focuses on the Caribbean. Her first academic book, Race 
Women Internationalists, won the 2019 Women’s History Network Book Prize for best first book. 
Imaobong’s research has been supported by the British Academy, AHRC, the Library Congress and the 
Runnymede Trust, and earlier this year she was awarded a Leverhulme Research Fellowship. Imaobong has 
degrees from King’s College London and Oxford, and was a Fulbright scholar at Harvard. 
 
Rights sales for Empire Without End: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Scribner); Documentary Rights: 
Optioned by ClearStory Ltd 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: July 2022 (150k words) 
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Whites: An Essay 
by Otegha Uwagba 

 
In this powerful and timely personal essay, best-selling author 
Otegha Uwagba reflects on racism, whiteness, and the mental 
labour required of Black people to navigate relationships with 

white people. 
 
Presented as a record of Uwagba’s observations on this era-defining 
moment in history – that is, George Floyd’s brutal murder and the 
subsequent protests and scrutiny of institutional racism 
– Whites explores the colossal burden of whiteness, as told by 
someone who is in her own words, ‘a reluctant expert’. 
 
What is it like to endure both racism and white efforts at anti-racism, 
sometimes from the very same people? How do Black people navigate 

the gap between what they know to be true, and the version of events that white society can bring itself to 
tolerate? What does true allyship actually look like – and is it even possible? 
Addressing complex interracial dynamics and longstanding tensions with characteristically unflinching 
honesty, Uwagba deftly interrogates the status quo, and in doing so provides an intimate and deeply 
compelling portrayal of an unavoidable facet of the Black experience. 
 
OTEGHA UWAGBA is a writer, brand consultant, and the founder of Women Who – a London-based 
platform that connects, supports, and inspires creative working women. She’s also the author of Sunday 
Times bestseller Little Black Book: A Toolkit For Working Women. A former ad(wo)man, she spent years 
working at media powerhouse Vice and world-renowned advertising agency AMV BBDO, and grew up in 
South London, where she still resides. 
 
UK publication date: 4th Estate – 12th November 2020 
 
Praise for previous title, Little Black Book: 
‘A must-read for anyone looking to be as prolific as Uwagba herself.’ – The Sunday Times 
 
‘Otegha Uwagba has the answer to all your creative career challenges…this book is a must-read guide for 
all creative women looking to navigate the world of work.’ – Elle 
 
‘Little Black Book is THE book of the year for working women with drive.’ – Refinery 29  
 
‘Such a useful little book packed with knowledge, I definitely could have done with reading this when I 
went freelance back in 2014.’ – Reni Eddo-Lodge 
 
Rights sales for Whites: World English (4th Estate), Italy (Solferino) 
 
Rights sales for Little Black Book: World English (4th Estate), France (Marabout Hachette), Italy 
(Solferino), Japan (Tatsumi Shuppan), Lithuania (Jotema), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Norway (Egalia 
Books), Serbia (Finesa), Spain (Lumen), Vietnam (Brand Bloom) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
 
Material available: Final Manuscript (20k words) 
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We Need to Talk About Money 
by Otegha Uwagba 

 

If you’d rather drink cold paint than talk to your colleagues about 
their salaries, or fretting about money has ever kept you up at night, 
then you’re in the right place. Like sex, love and friendship, money 
is such an emotionally fraught topic. We are all in a relationship 
with our bank balance – some healthier than others.  
 
Part cultural commentary, part memoir, We Need To Talk About 
Money is a young woman’s account of her evolving relationship with 
money, through growing up on a notorious South London council 
estate to going on to study at the world-renowned University of 
Oxford, by way of a scholarship to an elite London private school. 

But this book is about more than the individual: what can examining our shared experiences – the anxieties, 
vulnerabilities, and raw emotions we all have when thinking about money – demonstrate about women’s 
collective relationships with money in a broader social, cultural and political context?  
 
Infused with warmth, wit and refreshing candour, We Need to Talk About Money is a book that women of all 
ages and walks of life will instantly recognise themselves in, set to prompt a generation of women to begin 
having the long overdue conversations about money they’ve all desperately been yearning for. 
 
Publication date: 4th Estate – May 2021 
 
Rights sales for We Need ToTalk About Money: World English (4th Estate), Italy (Solferino), 
Netherlands (De Bezige Bij) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: October 2020 (75k words) 
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The Mystery of Charles Dickens 
by A.N. Wilson 

 

A brilliant and insightful celebration of the imaginative genius 
of Charles Dickens, published to commemorate the 150th 

anniversary of his death. 
 

Charles Dickens was a superb public performer, a great orator and one 
of the most famous of the Eminent Victorians. Slight of build, with a 
frenzied, hyper-energetic personality, Dickens looked much older than 
his fifty-eight years when he died. Although he specified an 
unpretentious funeral, it was inevitable that crowds flocked to his open 
grave in Westminster Abbey. Experiencing the worst and best of life 
during the Victorian Age, Dickens was not merely the conduit through 
whom some of the most beloved characters in literature came into the 
world. He was one of them. 
 

Filled with twists, pathos and unusual characters, The Mystery of Charles Dickens looks back from the 
legendary writer’s death to recall the key events in his life. In doing so, A. N. Wilson seeks to understand 
Dickens’s creative genius and enduring popularity. Following him from cradle to grave, it becomes clear 
that Dickens’s fiction drew from his own experiences - a fact he acknowledged. Like Oliver Twist, Dickens 
suffered a wretched childhood, then grew up to become not only a respectable gentleman but an artist of 
prodigious popularity. Dickens knew firsthand the poverty and pain his characters endured, including the 
scandal of a failed marriage. 
 
Going beyond standard narrative biography, Wilson brilliantly revisits the wellspring of Dickens’s vast and 
wild imagination, revealing why his novels have such instantaneous appeal and why they continue to 
resonate today. He also uncovers the double standards of both the man and his times. 
 
A. N. WILSON holds a prominent position in the world of literature and journalism. He is a prolific and 
award-winning biographer and celebrated novelist. His biography of Queen Victoria was used to create the 
international hit ITV series Victoria, on which he was also a consultant. He lives in North London.   
 
Publication date: Atlantic – 4th June 2020 
 
Praise for The Mystery of Charles Dickens: 
 

♦ A Times Summer Read for 2020 ♦ 
 
‘A.N. Wilson’s book is a vivid portrait of Dicken’s demonic work energy and his monstrous treatment of 
his wife.  It also defends his novel’s raw, sentimental power from the depredations of the snootier class of 
critic.’ – The Times 
 
 ‘Superb.’ – Daily Mail 
 
‘[A] vivid, detailed account.’ – Guardian 
 
‘Hugely enjoyable.’ – Daily Telegraph 
 
‘Fascinating.’ – Spectator 
 
Rights sales for The Mystery of Charles Dickens: UK (Atlantic), US (HarperCollins) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 

 


