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Love at Café Lompar
Anna & Jacqui Burns

On behalf of: Honno Welsh Women’s Press

Shortlisted for the Romantic Novelists’ Association Katie Fforde 
Debut Romantic Novel Award 2022. 

'A gloriously summery and transporting read’. Caroline 
Sanderson, The Bookseller 

Grace believed she had the perfect marriage, but when her husband 
Dan dies suddenly, she discovers evidence that he had another family.  
Their daughter Kat won’t accept that her father was anything less 
than perfect, so mother and daughter go to Montenegro to find out 
the truth.

Grace is heart-broken, but once they’ve tracked down Rosa and her 
son Luka, Kat can’t help being thrilled to have a brother. She starts 
helping out ‘just for a few days’ at Rosa’s restaurant, the Café Lompar, 
and soon both women are torn between their old and new lives, 
facing impossible choices.

Can a journey that begins in betrayal ever end in joy? 

Anna and Jacqui Burns are a mother and daughter writing team. 
Anna, a doctor and trainee psychiatrist, and Jacqui, an English teacher, 
visited Montenegro in 2019 and were captivated by its beauty. Living 
over two-hundred miles apart, they wrote Love at Café Lompar by 
writing alternate chapters and emailing them to each other, keeping 
each other’s spirits up through lockdown and fulfilling a life-long 
dream. This is the first novel for both of them and they are working 
on a sequel, reluctant to leave the Lompar family they have grown to 
love.

GENERAL FICTION 

HONNO
JULY 2021
AVAILABLE

Rights available
All languages



Helen Edwards Rights Agency

6

No Honour
Awais Khan

On behalf of: Annette Crossland / A for Authors Agency

A young woman defies convention in a small Pakistani village, 
with devastating results for her and her family. A stunning, 
immense beautiful novel about courage, family and the meaning 
of love, when everything seems lost…
 
In sixteen-year-old Abida’s small Pakistani village, there are age-old 
rules to live by, and her family’s honour to protect. And, yet, her spirit 
is defiant and she yearns to make a home with the man she loves.
 
When the unthinkable happens, Abida faces the same fate as other 
young girls who have chosen unacceptable alliances – certain, public 
death. Fired by a fierce determination to resist everything she knows 
to be wrong about the society into which she was born, and aided by 
her devoted father, Jamil, who puts his own life on the line to help her, 
she escapes to Lahore and then disappears.
 
Jamal goes to Lahore in search of Abida – a city where the prejudices 
that dominate their village take on a new and horrifying form – and 
father and daughter are caught in a world from which they may never 
escape.
 
Moving from the depths of rural Pakistan, riddled with poverty and 
religious fervour, to the dangerous streets of over-populated Lahore, 
No Honour is a story of family, of the indomitable spirit of love in its 
many forms … a story of courage and resilience, when all seems lost, 
and the inextinguishable fire that lights one young woman’s battle for 
change 

Awais Khan a graduate of the University of Western Ontario and 
Durham University. He has studied creative writing with Faber 
Academy. His debut novel, In the Company of Strangers, was 
published to much critical acclaim. He lives in Lahore.

GENERAL FICTION 

ORENDA BOOKS
AUGUST 2021
AVAILABLE

Rights available
All languages

Rights sold:
Romania : Tritonic
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Spirit Nights
Esterine Kire

On behalf of: Martin Goodman / Barbican Press

‘Tiger has eaten the sun!’ screams Tola the seeress when darkness 
suddenly descends at midday, and the great spiritual struggle 
begins to restore the light. 

An ancient prophecy is fulfilled when darkness envelops a number 
of villages for days on end. The only thing they know is that a 
terrible taboo has been violated in the spirit world. Only by crossing 
the borders between the natural world and the spirit world, and 
acting with wisdom and courage can they get the light back, but 
who will dare to do that? 

Accounts of sudden darkness descending on the land exist in at 
least two tribal histories of the Naga people, the Rengma and the 
Chang. The story of Spirit Nights is inspired by a story of darkness 
narrated by the Chang Naga tribe. Names and incidents are 
borrowed from the original tale, but it follows the path of fiction to 
achieve its telling.

Easterine Kire is a poet and author, and has won Hindu Writer of 
the Year in India, and the Catalan PEN International Free Voice 
Award, 2013. Originally from Nagaland in north-east India, she now 
lives in Norway. 

Prof Emeritus Paul Pimomo for Bitter Wormwood: ‘Easterine Kire is 
the keeper of her people's memory, their griot. She is a master of 
the unadorned language that moves because  of the power of its 
evocative simplicity.' 

FICTION 

BARBICAN PRESS
MARCH 2022
AVAILABLE

Rights Available: 
All languages

Rights sold:
Simon & Schuster India
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912 Batu Road
Viji Krishnamoorthy

On behalf of: Sivagurunathan & Chua

A vibrant and sweeping novel set in Kuala Lumpur that weaves 
the stories of two families across the generations and a lasting 
friendship forged through the trauma of the Japanese 
Occupation. 
 
1940:  The tranquil lives of the Iyer and the Tan families are shattered 
with the Japanese invasion of Malaya, and a devastating betrayal forces 
a treacherous game of resistance and survival that unites the two 
families in friendship.
 
2008: Their descendants, Geeta and Ken, have fallen deeply in love, 
but Geeta’s father will never allow her to marry outside their 
Brahmin community so for now their romance is a secret. As this 
modern generation navigates work, love and relationships, their affair 
challenges traditional beliefs and threatens to destroy an age old 
friendship.
 
Can past betrayals be forgiven and will the new generation find the 
strength to move beyond their families’ long-buried pain?

Viji Krishnamoorthy was born in Ipoh, Perak to a Tamil father and 
Hokkien Chinese mother. She spent her early school years in Kuala 
Lumpur and then in Madras (as it was then known), before going to 
University in the UK. She has worked as a freelance writer for several 
magazines and this is her debut novel. Viji is happily married with two 
children and lives in Kuala Lumpur, but enjoys spending time in 
London.

HISTORICAL/
CONTEMPORARY 
FICTION 

MALAYSIA: CLARITY BOOKS
SEPTEMBER 2021  
275pp
AVAILABLE

Rights Available: 
World Excluding Far East
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The Tainted
Cauvery Madhavan

On behalf of: HopeRoad Publishing

‘A wonderful book by a wonderful writer!' Sebastian Barry 

Based on a true story of the Irish Connaught Rangers south-east 
India in 1920, the novel is set in the fictional town of Nandagiri. 
Colonel Aylmer, commander of the Royal Irish Kildare Rangers, is in 
charge.   A distance away, decently hidden from view lies the native 
part of Nandagiri with its heaving bazaar, reeking streets and brothels. 
Everyone knows their place and the part they were born to play – 
with one exception. The local Anglo-Indians, tainted by their mixed 
blood, belong ... nowhere.

When news of the Black and Tans’ atrocities back in Ireland reaches 
the troops in India, even their priest cannot cool the men’s rage. 
Politics vie with passion as Private Flaherty pays court to Rose, Mrs 
Aylmer’s Anglo-Indian maid ... but mutiny brings heroism and 
heartbreak in equal measure.

'Cauvery Madhavan, a writer from Chennai who lives in Ireland, 
draws out powerful themes of identity and belonging to give heft 
to this evocative and affecting novel.'  Antonia Senior, The Times 

'The soldiers were so badly treated when they came home' 
Cauvery Madhavan's meticulous new novel is based on the 
aftermath of a real-life mutiny by Irish troops in India' 
Tanya Sweeney - Independent.ie 

Cauvery Madhavan was born and educated in India. She worked 
as a   copywriter in her hometown of Chennai (formerly Madras). 
Cauvery moved to Ireland thirty-three years ago and has been in love 
with the country ever   since. Here other books are: Paddy Indian and 
The Uncoupling . She lives   with her husband and three children in 
beautiful County Kildare.

HISTORICAL FICTION 

HopeRoad 
APRIL 2020
334PP
AVAILABLE

Rights Available
All languages

https://www.independent.ie/entertainment/books/the-soldiers-were-so-badly-treated-when-they-came-home-the-aftermath-of-mutiny-by-irish-troops-in-india-39171965.html
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Fallen
Mel O’Doherty

On behalf of:  Brian Langan / Storyline Literary Agency

GENERAL FICTION 

BLUEMOOSE BOOKS
JUNE 2021
AVAILABLE

Rights Available: 
All Languages

Rights sold:
Estonia: Eesti Raamat

A stark and beautifully written debut novel about decades of 
secrecy and scandal and the devastating impact on a family.  

‘A powerful, engrossing and deeply moving novel. I loved it’ 
Roddy Doyle 
  
'A hugely powerful novel full of heart, empathy and quiet passion.' 
Joseph O’Connor

Michael Connolly had never believed his mother. When he was a child 
in the 1970s, she’d told him and his father about all the things that 
happened to her in that place. All that the nuns had done. The doctors 
encouraged Elaine to talk, and talk she did. She even tried to tell the 
public. She wrote letters to the newspapers. She picketed Mass with a 
sign that read: “They killed my baby in Bessborough.” 

The good, pious parishioners silenced her. She was delusional, the 
doctors said. Her husband did not post her letters. Her son did not 
believe her. Then, when Michael was twelve, she took her own life. 

Three decades later, with his own life adrift, caught in the guilt he and 
his father had lived with since that time, Michael sat watching the news 
on TV, and realised Elaine had been telling the truth. 

‘Dark but not bleak — this is also a tale of coping and resilience.’ 
Irish Independent Culture Guide 2021

Mel O’Doherty lives in Douglas, Cork, and teaches English and 
History. He was shortlisted for a Francis MacManus Short Story Award 
in 2019. Fallen is his first novel. He is currently writing a second novel. 
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The Loyal Friend
A A Chaudhuri

On behalf of: Annette Crossland / A for Authors Literary Agency

A heart-in-your-mouth thriller that builds twist upon twist, 
culminating in an unforgettable ending. This shocking, tense and 
gripping read will delight fans of T.M. Logan, B.A. Paris and Big 
Little Lies. 

A friend has your back.  
And may stab you in it.  

Wealthy, pampered Susan is living the perfect life in leafy Kingston. 
She'll never let anyone see the darkness she's concealing behind the 
diamonds and rosé.

Grace is new to the group, seemingly the perfect wife and mum. Yet 
no one knows the truth of what’s happening behind closed doors.

Loner Natalie hides the pain of her childhood behind a carefully 
ordered life. But how long can the past stay hidden?

Three unlikely friends, brought together for a weekly class run by 
beautiful, friendly, instructor, Jade.

But when Jade goes missing in mysterious circumstances, the group 
starts to unravel. And as their darkest secrets come to light, it seems 
that no one can be trusted. Even their closest friends…

A.A. Chaudhuri is a former city lawyer and highly ranked British 

Junior Tennis player. She is the author of two pacy legal thrillers, The 

Scribe, and The Abduction, both featuring lawyer Maddy Kramer and 

DCI Jake Carver. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SUSPENSE 

HERA BOOKS
AUGUST 2022
365pp
AVAILABLE

Rights Available: 
All languages
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Cold East
Gabija Grušaité

On behalf of: Sivagurunathan & Chua

UPMARKET THRILLER 

MALAYSIA: CLARITY 
BOOKS

Rights Available: 
World Excluding Far East, 
Eastern Europe & Baltics 

Rights sold: 
Lithuania, Poland, Russia

Post-Soviet hipsters tired of dancing on the surface of life, 
plunge into the dark, dangerous waters of the world’s largest 
corruption scandal (1MDB), murder and its global fallout.  

SHORTLISTED FOR THE EU PRIZE FOR LITERATURE 2019 

Twenty-something author and minor media influencer Stasys Šaltoka 
– or Stanley Colder to his adoring IG followers – has hit an 
existential wall. Abandoning his clichéd and stifling New York city life, 
he buys a one-way ticket to Southeast Asia in search of life-changing 
experiences. 

A chance meeting with an enigmatic Russian leads Stasys to a 
documentary project – the murder of a mysterious Mongolian 
model that implicates a prime minister and his jewel-hoarding wife. 
Unravelling the truth takes Stasys deeper through the murky swamp 
of extreme corruption, death, Islamophobia and media manipulation. 

Will he ever figure out the meaning of life or find a decent espresso?

Gabija Grušaité is an author and curator; Cold East is her 
second novel.   A graduate of Anthropology & Media from 
Goldsmiths College, UK, Gabija’s creative pursuit is defined by 
the relentless search of new horizons through travel. In 2009, she 
settled in Penang, Malaysia where she cofounded an independent, 
contemporary art centre – Hin Bus Depot – where she was 
curator-in-chief. 

She currently lives in Vilnius, Lithuania with her two Malaysian 
dogs, Gorgeous and Hazelnut.

Kipras Šumskas has translated movies, magazines, several books 
and far too many legal documents. In his spare time, he teaches 
Creative Thinking to teenagers and kids in informal education 
projects.
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Sherlock Holmes and the Rosetta Stone Mystery
Linda Stratman

On behalf of: Annette Crossland / A for Authors Literary Agency 

The first Victorian crime thriller in the Early Casebook of 
Sherlock Holmes series. 

Before Dr Watson, there was Mr Stamford…

London, 1876: Mr Stamford meets Sherlock Holmes while studying 
at St Bartholomew’s Medical College in London. With his intense 
stare and unorthodox methods of doing things, Holmes has already 
gained a reputation as an eccentric but brilliant man.

When suspected intruders are sighted at the British Museum, Holmes 
is called upon to give his opinion of what happened.

But before he can come to any conclusions, something horrifying 
happens – one of the great treasures of the world, the priceless 
Rosetta Stone, is stolen from the museum.

The thieves have left a note demanding a ransom. And if it is not 
fulfilled they threaten to cast the Stone into the ocean so it can never 
be found again.

With the police on the wrong track, it is down to Holmes to solve 
the complex case. And when the burglary case turns into a murder 
investigation, it becomes a race against time before more victims are 
killed.

Linda Stratmann is the author of several true crime books and has 
written two series of Victorian crime fiction.  She has been a member 
of the Crime Writers Associatino since 2004 and has recently stepped 
down as Chair having been elected in 2019.

HISTORICAL CRIME 

SAPERE BOOKS
OCTOBER 2021
AVAILABLE

Rights Available: 
All Languages
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Kings of Chinatown 
William Tham Wai Liang

On behalf of: Sivagurunathan & Chua

A postcolonial take on crime and punishment in the best 
traditions of Asian noir - inspired by the imagery of John Woo’s A 
Better Tomorrow and Francis Ford Coppola’s The Godfather.  

The Syndicate, run by the aging Wong, engages in a battle for survival. 
A long-running gang war draws to an endgame, threatening to destroy 
what is left of his crime organisation and family. Although he has 
valiantly tried to keep his sole surviving son away from the Syndicate, 
Gavin is slowly drawn into a plot to topple his father by his bitter 
chief lieutenant, preparing to seize power after years of being 
sidelined. 

Against the backdrop of brutal gang warfare and double-crossings, a 
larger landscape of political manipulation and corruption emerges, 
with all sides desperate to settle old scores through whatever means 
available. Beyond the underworld, a power-hungry politician and a 
disgraced police inspector join forces to assassinate Kuala Lumpur’s 
infamous “King of Chinatown” – a pawn in a broader struggle of class, 
race and power. 

With his enemies at the gates, Wong has a major decision to make – 
risk all-out war to finally defeat his enemy or to compromise and 
push for a fragile peace? The former would threaten his already 
crumbling empire and Gavin’s life, while the latter could push Wong’s 
already disillusioned men into desertion and mutiny. As Wong 
wrestles with his demons, caught between fate and destiny, Gavin 
must decide where his own loyalties and ambitions lie. 

William Tham Wai Liang is currently an Editor-at-Large for 
Wasifiri. He was born in Kuala Lumpur and left for Vancouver, 
British Columbia for university where he graduated with a degree 
in biochemistry. In Canada, he served as the Senior Editor of 
Ricepaper, a pioneering Asian-Canadian literary magazine, before 
returning to Malaysia. His novel, The Last Days, was published by 
Clarity Publishing in 2020. 

CRIME & THRILLER 

MALAYSIA: CLARITY BOOKS
SPRING 2022  
AVAILABLE

Rights Available: 
World Excluding Far East
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The Silk Pavilion
Sarah Walton

On behalf of: Martin Goodman / Barbican Press

A steamy upmarket psychological thriller set in Deià on the 
Spanish island of Mallorca. 

Lucy’s on assignment. The wild reclusive writer awaits her arrival 
in his Mallorcan home. She wants the story of his life. He wants 
her to become part of it. 

Villa Rosa hides a dark secret. Beneath Deià’s sunny olive groves 
are the bodies of a generation. Spain’s unearthed shadow 
entwines with Lucy’s as her own skeletons start to rattle out of 
her closet. Will she uncover the truth before it’s too late, or 
replay the pattern of her childhood abuse?'

The backstory of the book, those 'bodies of a generation', is the 
Spanish Civil War. The ruling that declared that no acts from the 
war, even rape and murder, can be investigated or guilt attributed, 
is being challenged in Spain just now. It's also a deep psychological 
thriller, a woman coming to see how her sexual behaviour is 
dictated by childhood trauma.

Sarah Walton is an author, writing coach and founder of Soul 
Writing Intuitive Coaching. Her debut novel, Rufius was long-
listed for the Polari First Book Prize.Her second novel, Sophia’s 
Tale was written using her Soul Writing method and the process 
of writing it helped write her brain back to health after she 
sustained a brain injury, which caused language loss and writer’s 
block. Her third novel, The Silk Pavilion is a psychological thriller 
due out with Barbican Press in 2022.

PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER 

BARBICAN PRESS
JUNE 2022
AVAILABLE

Rights Available: 
All languages
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Line
Niall Bourke

On behalf of: Brian Langan / Storyline Literary Agency

‘Line  is a modern parable of the most ambitious kind. 
A  Grapes of Wrath  for the age of digital capitalism. Niall 
Bourke writes with passionate urgency and skilful clarity. An 
impressive, boundary challenging novel.’ – Rónán Hession 

‘An enthralling work of high imagination and storytelling 
flair’ – Donal Ryan 

An experimental work of speculative fiction, Line is the elegant 
answer to maintaining a new world order.  Following the financial 
collapse of Europe and North America and the powerful 
economic dominance of an Afro-Hispanic alliance built on data-
finance, a mass migration to the tropical regions which threatens 
the balance of these new economies.

Line is the story of Willard who, along with his mother and 
girlfriend Nyla, spend their days in a seemingly endless line (or 
queue). Survival is dictated by the ultimate imperative: obey the 
rules, or you will lose your place. Everything changes the day 
Willard’s mother dies and he learns an uncomfortable truth 
about the world he thought he knew. He and Nyla set out on a 
journey that will change their lives for ever.

In its Beckettian sparseness, Line pushes the boundaries of 
contemporary fiction. At once self-contained and deeply moving, 
this stunning novel is concerned with contemporary issues such 
as migration and the refugee crisis, big data and the erosion of 
democracy, climate change, colonialism, conformity and fanaticism.

Niall Bourke’s short stories have been shortlisted for numerous 
awards including the Costa Short Story Award, the Hennessey 
New Irish Writing Award and the ASOL Tom-Gallon Trust Award. 
Originally from County Kilkenny, Niall now lives in London where 
he teaches English 

SPECULATIVE 

IRELAND: TRAMP PRESS
APRIL 2021
188pp

AVAILABLE

Rights Available:
All languages

LINE
NIALL BOURKE
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Inspector Dreadlock Holmes & Other Stories
John Agard

On behalf of: HopeRoad Publishing

‘... if Agard had not already been forged in the roller-coaster 
aftermath of empire, there would be an urgent need for 
society to invent someone like him.’ Financial Times 

In the title story, Inspector Dreadlock Holmes and his sidekick 
Rudeyard Fly arrive in Middleham-by-Sea, a little town known for 
tea shops, petshops, and florists – in short, a rustic retreat for 
naughty weekends. Keen to kick start their diversity policy, the 
two Black cops have been sent for by Middleham’s Criminal 
Investigation Department. Seeing this as a chance to prove their 
cross-cultural mettle, Holmes and Fly set out to solve the brutal 
attack on Lord Montagu, a controversial political figure found 
unconscious with a cucumber by his side...

In other stories, an Anansi spider stows away on the Windrush; 
Cod and Chips are usurped by Chicken Tikka Masala; and a white 
landscapegardener has a mixed-race child, Cosmopolitan Brown 
(named after Capability Brown), who is possessed by voices from 
history, includingthat of Martin Luther King.

John Agard’s stories reveal hidden truths that subtly change our 
view of who we are and where we come from.

Poet, performer, anthologist and prose writer, John Agard was 
born in Guyana in 1949 and came to Britain with his partner 
Grace Nichols in 1977; they live in Lewes, Sussex. His collections 
of poetry include Man to Pan, I Din do Nuttin’, Mangoes and 
Bullets, We Brits, and Travel Light Travel Dark. John Agard’s awards 
include the Casas de las Americas Prize (Cuba), the 1997 Paul 
Hamlyn Award for Poetry, and the Queens’s Gold Medal for 
Poetry in 2012. Inspector Dreadlock Holmes and Other Stories is 
his first collection of fiction for adults.

SHORT STORIES 

HopeRoad
DECEMBER 2021
196pp
COPIES AVAILABLE

Rights available
All languages



Helen Edwards Rights Agency

18

The Black and White Museum
Ferdinand Dennis

On behalf of: HopeRoad Publishing

'The Black and White Museum, 15 short stories written over 
five decades, confirms Ferdinand Dennis as a flâneur and 
urban philosopher exploring territory he first began to map 
in his now classic novels.' Maya Jaggi,  The Guardian  

From Ferdinand Dennis, the critically acclaimed author of the 
novel Duppy Conqueror, comes The Black and White Museum, a 
collection of both highly personal and universal short stories. 

These at their heart reveal the emotional drama of faded love, 
the loss of individual and shared memory and the wistful longing 
for home. His stories powerfully portray the black presence in 
post-Windrush London, with its hurtling gentrification and 
everyday racism. 

Ferdinand’s characters gain wisdom and maturity with age but 
become powerless, as they are less able to change the course of 
their lives. For some there is the temptation of a return “home” 
but home, like London, has also moved on and is not the paradise 
of their memories.

Ferdinand Dennis is a writer, broadcaster, journalist and lecturer, 
who is Jamaican by birth but at the age of eight moved to 
England, where his parents had migrated in the late 1950s. Dr 
James Procter notes: “Perhaps as a result of his Caribbean 
background, Dennis is a writer ultimately more concerned with 
routes than roots.” Other books by Ferdinand Dennis: The 
Sleepless Summer; The Last Blues Dance and Duppy Conqueror, 
which also published by HopeRoad. The author lives in North 
London.

SHORT STORIES 

HopeRoad 
DECEMBER 2021
196pp
COPIES AVAILABLE

Rights available
All languages
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Twenty-Eight Pounds Ten Shillings
Tony Fairweather

On behalf of: HopeRoad Publishing

After World War Two England was on her knees, so the call went out 
to the British Empire for volunteers to help rebuild the ‘Mother 
Country’.

Young men and women from different Caribbean islands were quick 
to respond, paying the considerable sum of Twenty-Eight Pounds Ten 
Shillings to board HMT Empire Windrush – the ‘ship of dreams’ that 
would take them to their new lives.

The motives and back-stories of these West Indian people is a key 
part of the Windrush story, one that has never been fully told. This 
powerfulnarrative reveals what happened on board that ship, which 
was packed with young, excited people who had never before left 
their parents, their parishes – let alone their islands. In the course of 
the memorable two-week voyage there were parties, friendships 
made and broken, fights, gambling, racism, sex - and discussions of 
God and love.

TONY FAIRWEATHER was born in Clapham South, south London, 
the son of Jamaican parents. He opened one of the first Black 
bookshops in the UK, with an art gallery and artefacts. He then went 
on to work for the Voice newspaper heading up its book club.

In 1989 he founded ‘The Write Thing’, an events company established 
to promote Black authors, which led to his working with a veritable 
who’s who of the Black literary world while producing events in the 
UK, USA and Africa. Tony is the founder and curator of the Windrush 
Collection and the Windrush Exhibition of artefacts associated with 
the Windrush generation. He lives in South London.

‘Twenty Eight Pounds Ten Shillings is such an important part of our 
collective history. The characters take you on journey filled with joy, 
laughter, suspense and page turning drama. Enjoy the voyage!’ Dr. 
Paulette Randall MBE

HISTORICAL FICTION 

HopeRoad
MAY 2022
AVAILABLE

ALL LANGUAGES
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Fiction  
All languages except Dutch, German, 

French, Italian, Spanish
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The Tick and the Tock of the Crocodile Clock
Kenny Boyle

On behalf of: Eye & Lightning Books

Thelma and Louise meets Eleanor Oliphant in this light-hearted, 
yet unflinching debut novel about likeable misfits. 

Wendy just wants to be a poet. So how comes she’s on the run after 
an art heist?

An aspiring writer from the Southside of Glasgow, Wendy is in a rut. 
She tries to brighten her call-centre job by shoehorning as many long 
words as possible into conversations with customers. But her 
manager isn’t amused by that and, after a public dressing-down, 
Wendy walks out.

Jobless and depressed, she finds consolation in a surprise friendship 
with another disgruntled ex-colleague, wild-child painter Cat, who 
encourages her to live more dangerously. It’s just what Wendy needs 
and it’s also brilliant for her creative juices. But a black cloud is about 
to overshadow this new-found liberation, as well as to put Wendy on 
the wrong side of the law.

Fresh, insightful and funny, as well as unflinchingly honest about the 
tougher side of life, Kenny Boyle’s debut novel takes us deep into the 
psyche of a likeable misfit who treads a fine line between reality and 
fantasy – and just wants the world to see her true self.

Kenny Boyle  is a writer and actor born on the Isle of Lewis in 
Scotland. He trained at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and 
holds a masters in classical and contemporary text, as well as an 
honours degree in English, literature and theatre studies from the 
University of Strathclyde. This is his debut novel.

GENERAL FICTION 

LIGHTNING BOOKS
JUNE 2022
AVAILABLE

Rights Available: World 
excluding Dutch, French, 
German, Italian, Spanish 
(Agence Deborah Druba)
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The End of the World is Flat
Simon Edge

On behalf of: Lightning Books

A satirical comedy featuring Christopher Columbus, a tech 
billionaire, and a global delusion.  

Mel Winterbourne is the founder of a small, single-issue charity in the 
obscure field of mapmaking. Its success in achieving modest aims 
attracts the attention of handsome tech billionaire Joey Talavera, who 
evicts Mel and hijacks her charity for his own ends: to convince the 
world that the earth is flat. Although his chances of doing so seem 
slim, Flat Earthery is an idea whose time has come. 

With the historical reputation of Christopher Columbus in free-fall, 
old-style 'globularism' becomes heretical for a new generation of 
angry, anti-Establishment free-thinkers. Teachers, politicians, and 
celebrities face ruin if they refuse to sign up to the new orthodoxy. 
For Mel, something must be done. Teaming up with a pariah tabloid 
journalist and a faded writer of gross-out movie comedies, she sets 
out to challenge Talavera and his deranged beliefs. Will history and the 
billionaire's own family origins be their unexpected ally? 

Using his trademark mix of history and satire to poke fun at modern 
foibles, Simon Edge is at his razor-sharp best in a caper that may be 
much more relevant than you think.

‘I loved this smart and divinely wry book…a terrific eye and ear 
is at work here’ Eleanor Lipman of Anyone for Edmund 

Simon Edge read philosophy at Cambridge University.  He was editor 
of the pioneering London paper Capital Gay before becoming writing 
for the Evening Standard and the Daily Express. He has an MA in 
Creative Writing from City University, London
He is the author of four novels: The Hopkins Conundrum, The Hurtle of 
Hell,  A Right Royal Face-Off and Anyone for Edmund?.
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We Are Animals
Tim Ewins

On behalf of : Eye & Lightning Books

A quirky, utterly charming and heart-warming tale of 
lost love, unlikely friendships and the certainty of fate 
(or lack thereof ). 

A cow looks out to sea, dreaming of a life that involves grass. 

Jan is also looking out to sea. He’s in Goa, dreaming of the passport-
thief who stole his heart (and his passport) forty-six years ago. Back 
then, fate kept bringing them together, but lately it seems to have 
given up. 

Jan has not. In his long search he has accidentally held a whole town 
at imaginary gunpoint in Soviet Russia, stalked the proprietors of an 
international illegal lamp-trafficking scam and done his very best to 
avoid any kind of work involving the packing of fish. Now he thinks if 
he just waits, if he just does nothing at all, maybe fate will find it 
easier to reunite them. 

His story spans fifty-four years, ten countries, two imperfect 
criminals (and one rather perfect one), twenty-two different animals 
and an annoying teenager. But maybe an annoying teenager is exactly 
what Jan needs to help him find the missing thief? 

For the first time in her life the cow noticed the sun setting, and it 
was glorious. 

‘A debut of magical charm, wit and humour. Echoing the spirit 
and the style of Jonas Jonasson, Ewins has a wondrous voice of 
his own’ Yorkshire Times 

Tim Ewins had an eight-year stand-up career alongside his 
accidental career in finance, before turning to writing fiction.This is 
his first novel. 
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Beneath the Streets & The Enemy Within
Adam McQueen

On behalf of: Eye & Lightning Books




Polari-longlisted Beneath The Streets and it’s thrilling sequel, 
The Enemy Within. 

It is February 1976, and the naked corpse of a young rent boy is 
fished out of a pond on Hampstead Heath. Since the police don’t 
seem to care, twenty-year-old Tommy Wildeblood – himself a 
former ‘Dilly boy’ prostitute – finds himself investigating.

Dodging murderous Soho hoodlums and the agents of a more 
sinister power, Tommy uncovers another, even more shocking 
crime: the senior politician Jeremy Thorpe has ordered the murder 
of his former male lover. The trail of guilt seems to lead higher still, 
and a ruthless Establishment will stop at nothing to cover its 
tracks.

***
It’s 1984. Tommy Wildeblood has put his days as a Piccadilly 
rentboy and scandal-hunting sleuth behind him and is studying at 
the radical Polytechnic of North London. But politics isn’t ready to 
leave him alone. With the poly convulsed by the battle against 
National Front infiltrators and the miners’ strike splitting the 
country, everyone has to pick a side. 

The Enemy Within is a gripping thriller whose cast of real-life 
characters include taboo-busting artist Derek Jarman, corrupt 
Trotskyist leader Gerry Healy, a young Jeremy Corbyn, and major 
figures from Margaret Thatcher’s government. 

Adam Macqueen has been on the staff of Private Eye for over 
20 years and wrote the official history of the magazine. Beneath the 
Streets, his first novel, was published to great acclaim in 2020. He 
lives on the South coast with his husband, the painter Michael 
Tierney. 
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The Midas Game 
Abi Silver

On behalf of: Lightning Books

The fifth gripping Burton and Lamb mystery  

Was virtual killing just the beginning?

When eminent psychiatrist Dr Liz Sullivan is found dead in her 
bed, suspicion falls on local gamer and YouTube celebrity Jaden 
‘JD’ Dodds.

Did he target her because of her anti-gaming views and the work 
she undertook to expose the dangers of playing online games? 
And what was her connection with Valiant, an independent game 
manufacturer about to hit the big time, and its volatile boss?

Judith Burton and Constance Lamb team up once more to defend 
JD when no one else is on his side. Just because he makes a living 
killing people on screen doesn’t mean he’d do it in real life. Or 
does it?

‘Rumpole of the Bailey, Kavanagh QC, Perry Mason – now 
joining their ranks is Judith Burton’. Jewish Chronicle 

Abi Silver is a lawyer by profession. She lives in Hertfordshire 
with her husband and three sons. Her first courtroom thriller 
featuring the legal duo Judith Burton and Constance Lamb, The 
Pinocchio Brief, was published by Lightning Books in 2017 and 
was shortlisted for the Waverton Good Read Award. The Aladdin 
Trial, featuring the same legal team, was published in 2018, 
followed by The Cinderella Plan in 2019.
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The Prison Minion 
Jonathan Stone

On behalf of: Lightning Books

Welcome to Otisville, America’s only Jewish prison…
where a new celebrity inmate is about to shatter the 
peace

‘Erudite, trenchant and touching’ Michael Arditti

The scene is Otisville Prison, upstate New York. A crew of fraudsters, 
tax evaders, trigamists and forgers discuss matters of right and wrong 
in a Talmudic study and prayer group, or ‘minyan’, led by a rabbi who’s 
a fellow convict.

As the only prison in the federal system with a kosher deli, Otisville is 
the penitentiary of choice for white-collar Jewish offenders, many of 
whom secretly like the place. They’ve learned to game the system, so 
when the regime is toughened to punish a newly arrived celebrity 
convict who has upset the 45th president, they find devious ways to 
fight back.

Shadowy forces up the ante by trying to ‘Epstein’ – ie assassinate – 
the newcomer, and visiting poetry professor Deborah Liston ends up 
in dire peril when she sees too much. She has helped the minyan look 
into their souls. Will they now step up to save her?

Jonathan Stone brings the sensibility of Saul Bellow and Philip Roth to 
the post-truth era in a sharply comic novel that is also wise, profound 
and deeply moral.

Jonathan Stone recently retired from a 40-year career in advertising. 
He was the creative director at a New York advertising agency and 
did most of his fiction writing on the commuter train between the 
Connecticut suburbs and Manhattan.
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Finding Love in Positano
Lucy Coleman

On behalf of: Sara Keane / Keane Kataria

 
The sparkling new escapist and romantic read from bestselling 
author Lucy Coleman.  

One summer in Italy might just change everything... 

Marci James is in love with her job. She's not had a holiday in five 
years, but now she's escaping to the Italian coast after agreeing to 
pack up her godfather Richard's antiques shop in Positano. 

When Marci arrives it's apparent that the task is far more daunting 
than she imagined, and it isn't long before Nico, her gorgeous local 
guide, offers to step up and lend a hand. As the two enjoy the 
Positano summer, and all that the beautiful Amalfi coast has to offer, 
Marci finally lets herself relax and the sparks between the pair soon 
begin to fly. 

But Richard hasn't just left his possessions behind, he left a secret, 
one that Marci unwittingly stumbles across it. Will it break her heart 
after the happiest summer of her entire life? 

‘Another amazing read from Lucy Coleman that captures the 
beauty of Italy so perfectly.' Mandy Baggot 

Lucy Coleman is a #1 bestselling author of feelgood women’s fiction. 
In 2013 she won the UK Festival of Romance: Innovation in Romantic 
Fiction award. She also writes as Linn B. Halton.
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Making Waves at Penvennan Cove
Linn B Halton

On behalf of: Sara Keane / Keane Kataria

A feel-good and uplifting romance set in Cornwall, the 
sequel to Coming Home to Penvennan Cove. 

Kerra Shaw feels that all the pieces of her life are finally coming 
together. She has a fulfilling job helping small businesses in the local 
community and, most importantly, she has finally got together with 
her childhood sweetheart, Ross Treloar. 

But it's not all plain sailing: with an old family feud raging on between 
Kerra’s dad and the Treloar family, it’s best to keep her new 
relationship behind closed doors to avoid gossip. 

Still, Kerra should know better than anyone that secrets don’t stay 
hidden for long in the small Cornish village of Penvennan Cove... As 
other truths come to light, will her relationship with Ross be put to 
the test? 

‘A delightful read’ Ginger Book Geek 
‘A sweet, gentle romance that I truly enjoyed’ Corinne 
Rodrigues 
‘Plenty of quirky characters and vivid descriptions of 
the cosy village’ The Bashful Bookworm 

Linn B. Halton writes heart-warming, uplifting novels about life, love 
and relationships. In 2013 she won the UK Festival of Romance: 
Innovation in Romantic Fiction award. She also writes as Lucy 
Coleman. 

WOMEN’S FICTION 

ARIA/HEAD OF ZEUS
OCTOBER 2021

MANUSCRIPT AVAILABLE

Rights Available: 
Denmark   Estonia  
Finland.         Iceland
Israel            Italy
Latvia            Lithuania
Netherlands  Norway
Poland           Sweden
Turkey

Rest of the World c/o Keane 
Kataria



Helen Edwards Rights Agency

30

Frost Falls at the Potting Shed
Jenny Kane

On behalf of: Kiran Kataria / Keane Kataria

The first in an enchanting new series from the author of the 
bestselling Mill Grange books.  

It has always been Maddie Willand's dream to take over her 
father's plant nursery. But after his sudden death, she is 
devastated to discover that she might lose The Potting Shed 
forever. 

Maddie's bossy older sister, Sabi, is joint owner of the nursery, 
and she's convinced that the best thing for both of them would 
be to sell up. Determined to keep the business going, Maddie 
can't afford any distractions, but staying focused might be harder 
than she thinks when – after a major garden centre chain puts in 
an offer – her search for legal advice throws her into the path of 
attractive lawyer Ed... 

As frost begins to fall over The Potting Shed, will Maddie find the 
strength to save her father's legacy and open herself up to new 
beginnings? 

Praise for Jenny Kane:  

‘Compulsive ... flawless.’ Carol McGrath ‘Heart-warming soul 
food that leaves you feeling satisfied and comforted.’ R E 
Loten 
‘Perfect summer reading.’ Welsh Annie  

Jenny Kane writes heart-warming contemporary romances, 
including the bestselling Mill Grange series.
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New Beginnings at Roseford Hall
Fay Keenan

On behalf of: Sara Keane / Keane Kataria

 A romantic, feel-good and utterly charming story of finding 
love in the beautiful English countryside. 

Life in London has lost its sparkle for Stella Simpson. So when she 
gets the opportunity to escape to the country for a year, it seems 
too good a chance to miss. In the beautiful Somerset countryside, 
the majestic Roseford Hall has been painstakingly restored and is 
now ready for its grand opening. And as the writer in residence, 
Stella gets to see it all – from the rowdy resident peacocks, the 
hidden secrets of the Hall, to befriending the lord of the manor 
himself. 

At the other end of Roseford, single father Chris Charlton is 
facing his own refurbishment woes. Rocked by a tragedy two 
years previously, his plans for crumbling Victorian wreck Halstead 
House are as stuck as he is. As Roseford Hall prepares to 
welcome a new era, and Halstead House’s future is under threat, 
Chris and Stella find themselves drawn to one another. Can they 
finally leave their pasts behind, and will Chris and Stella be able to 
embrace their new beginnings together – or apart...? 

Praise for Fay Keenan:  
‘A gorgeous rural romance full of warmth and charm.’ Victoria 
Connelly  
‘Guaranteed to put a spring in your step. Feel-good, frisky and 
great fun with a hearty dash of romance and intrigue.’ Julie 
Houston 
'Moving, funny, thoughtful and romantic. Bring on the next one!’ 
Jenny Kane  

Fay Keenan’s bestselling rural romances have enchanted readers 
worldwide. She lives in a village in Somerset, a region which 
provides the inspiration for her novels. When she's not writing, 
she teaches English Literature at a local secondary school. 
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A Year of Mr Maybes
Judy Leigh

On behalf of: Kiran Kataria / Keane Kataria

 Judy Leigh is back with her trademark promise of laughter, 
love and friendship. Perfect for fans of Dawn French, Dee 
Macdonald and Cathy Hopkins. 

Never say never to falling in love ...  

Val didn’t expect to be starting again in her seventies, but when life 
gives her lemons, Val is determined to make lemonade. 

Settled into her new home – a picture-perfect fisherman’s cottage 
in the small Cornish seaside town of Lowenstowe – Val is ready to 
start a new chapter. And with her son due to get married next 
Christmas, there’s also the little job of finding herself a plus-one to 
help her face her ex-husband and his new girlfriend. 

With the support of her neighbour Connie, Val takes the plunge 
back into the world of dating with trepidation and excitement. But 
can she remember how the single life works, let alone what her 
type is? There seem to be plenty of Mr Maybes, but no sign of Mr 
Right. 

As the year passes, and as friendships and community life flourish, 
Val begins to blossom. And as Christmas approaches, she might just 
decide she doesn’t need that plus-one after all - although never say 
never... 

Judy Leigh’s bestselling novels feature older women (and men) 
who have not given up on life, love and fun.
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Just the Way You Are
Beth Moran

On behalf of: Kiran Kataria / Keane Kataria

 Beth Moran’s books are heart-warming, funny, and addictive. 
Perfect for fans of Jill Mansell, Julie Houston, and Jenny Colgan.  

A novel about friendship, romance and learning to love 
yourself — just the way you are.  

When Olivia Tennyson – or Ollie to her friends – was sixteen, she 
wrote a Dream List of all the things she wanted for her life, 
including a happy marriage and a family. But at twenty-nine, Ollie is 
single, living at home with her over-protective and manipulative 
mother, and feels like her dreams are getting ever further out of 
reach. 

It’s time for a change. It’s time to take matters into her own hands. 
Without telling her mum, or more importantly, asking her 
permission, Ollie finds the perfect place to start her new life. End 
Cottage has a duck-egg blue front door, a garden that leads to acres 
of forest, and definitely counts as her dream home. 

Now all Ollie has to do is complete the rest of her list and find out 
who she really is, before she can imagine any romance coming into 
her life. After all, how is she going to find her dream man in the 
middle of a forest... ? 

Beth Moran writes contemporary women’s fiction, set in and 
around Sherwood Forest where she lives with her family. She has 
now signed her second contract with Boldwood Books. 
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The Spanish Garden
Cherry Radford

On behalf of: Kiran Kataria / Keane Kataria

An unputdownable romance set under the beautiful Spanish 
sunshine, perfect for fans of Rosanna Ley, Jennifer Bohnet and 
T.A. Williams. 

Petite, blonde Andie is running from a media scandal that threatens 
both her career as a garden designer and her relationship with fellow 
TV presenter Johnny. Miraculously, her grandmother's old house by 
the sea in Almeria, southern Spain, where she spent her holidays 
growing up, is available for rent, and she seeks solace and healing in 
the one place that's always felt like home. 

But she's shocked to find that, after twenty years, the beautiful 
Mediterranean garden is now neglected and overgrown. Even worse, 
her booking fell through and now someone else is staying at Casa 
Higuera: a darkly brooding ex-flamenco dancer, Vicente, and his shy, 
oddly silent little son, Rafi. 

After they dramatically rescue her from an attack by a wild boar in 
front of the house, a tentative bond is forged and she offers to repay 
their kindness by restoring the wilderness. She finds beauty, secrets 
and healing in the garden – will she also find love? 

Cherry Radford writes contemporary romantic fiction with 
gorgeous Spanish settings. She inherited her love for all things Spanish 
from her Spanish mother, and now lives mainly in Almeria in south- 
east Spain. 
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The Woman With the Map
Jan Casey

On behalf of: Kiran Kataria / Keane Kataria

An emotional and compelling historical fiction novel perfect for 
fans of Fiona Valpy, Mandy Robotham and Catherine Hokin.  

 the bombs stop falling, can she start living again? 

February 1941: The world is at war and Joyce Cooper is doing her 
bit for the war effort. A proud member of the Civil Defence, it is her 
job to assist the people of Notting Hill when the bombs begin to fall. 
But as the Blitz takes hold of London, Joyce is called upon to plot 
the devastation that follows in its wake. Night after night she must 
stand before her map and mark the trail of loss and suffering 
inflicted upon the homes, families and businesses she knows so well. 

February 1974: Decades later from her basement flat Joyce 
watches the world go by above her head. This is her haven; the 
home she has created for herself having had so much taken from her 
in the war. But now the council is tearing down her block of flats 
and she's being forced to move. Could this chance to start over 
allow Joyce to let go of the past and step back into her life? 

Jan Casey is fascinated by the untold stories of women during 
WW2, and tries to focus on the similarities between people rather 
than their differences. 
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The Witch’s Tree
Elena Collins

On behalf of: Kiran Kataria / Keane Kataria

'A profoundly moving, beautifully written and emotional story 
that skilfully combines two timeframes into one unputdownable 
book... a wonderful book by a fabulous author, very highly 
recommended.' Louise Douglas 

A tale as old as time. A spirit that has never rested. 

Present day: As a love affair comes to an end, and with it her 
dreams for her future, artist Selena needs a retreat. The picture-
postcard Sloe Cottage in the Somerset village of Ashcombe 
promises to be the perfect place to forget her problems, and Selena 
settles into her new home as spring arrives. But it isn’t long before 
Selena hears the past whispering to her. Sloe Cottage is keeping 
secrets which refuse to stay hidden. 

1682: Grace Cotter longs for nothing more than a husband and 
family of her own. Content enough with her work on the farm, 
looking after her father, and learning the secrets of her grandmother 
Bett’s healing hands, nevertheless Grace still hopes for love. But 
these are dangerous times for dreamers, and rumours and gossip 
can be deadly. One wrong step and Grace’s fate looks set... 

Separated by three hundred years, two women are drawn together 
by a home bathed in blood and magic. Grace Cotter’s spirit needs to 
rest, and only Selena can help her now. 

Elena Collins is a pseudonym for Judy Leigh, best- selling author of 
contemporary romantic comedy about women finding love, life and 
laughter in later life, including Five French Hens 
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The Painter’s Girl
Helen Fripp

On behalf of: Kiran Kataria / Keane Kataria

A completely gripping and heart-breaking read that will 
whisk you away to 19th-century Paris. Perfect for anyone 
who loves Marie Benedict, Chocolat and Dinah Jefferies.  

A chance encounter with an artist will change everything  

Paris, 1860s: For Mimi Bisset, survival is everything on the 
cobbled streets of the Paris slums. She tries to forget the pain of 
losing her daughter Colette, born out of wedlock and forcibly 
given away to a rich family. But Mimi’s world turns upside down 
after a chance encounter with handsome artist Édouard Manet. 

Boldly posing for portraits on Manet’s chaise longue, Mimi feels a 
wild freedom – and as Manet teaches her how to layer the vivid 
paints on canvas herself, a passion grows between them that 
breaks all the rules... They dance all night at Paris’s new can-can 
clubs and drink absinthe at masked balls. But one day, strolling by 
the Seine on her lover’s arm, Mimi catches a glimpse of Colette, 
with a family who Manet knew all along. 

Although reeling from shock that the man she loved kept such a 
secret from her, Mimi is filled with hope she’ll finally get her 
daughter back. But when a terrible rumour begins to circulate 
about Mimi, the only place she has to go is back to the slums. 
Destitute, hungry and alone, can Mimi clear her name? Or will 
her heart shatter all over again when she loses her daughter for a 
second, final time? 

Helen Fripp has a BA in French and an MA in Creative Writing 
from Bath Spa University. Her fiction focuses on women in the 
pst who have achieved greens against the odds. She lives in Bath 
and works in the PR industry. 
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The Taverna by the Sea
Jennifer Barclay

On behalf of: Bradt Guides 




 ‘Must be comfortable in beachwear,’ said the ad, which Jen 
thought sounded dreamily perfect. A month later, she returned 
with her dog and a tent. 
 
It started in late spring when Jennifer spent a few days walking in 
rugged north Karpathos, and met Minas, the Greek American owner 
of the small village hotel where she was staying. He was advertising for 
a waitress to help at a taverna he owned in a remote valley where the 
sea glinted through the olive trees.
 
Jen reveals what happens behind the scenes of an apparently blissful, 
peaceful paradise, capturing both the difficulties and the magic of 
island life.  There were days full of music; days of no water; many days 
spent in the company of goats. Yet it was also exhilarating to live in an 
empty bay, a pink dawn breaking over the olive grove; swimming in 
moonlight to the sound of the waves; creamy yoghurt and local honey 
and warm figs, olive oil and rosemary, freshly baked bread and wine on 
tap.
 
 
Jennifer Barclay writes books about food and travel: Meeting Mr 
Kim, Falling  in Honey, An Octopus in my Ouzo, Wild Abandon and A 
Literary Feast, as well as many major newspapers and in-flight 
magazines, has eaten noodles on Korean television and discussed 
kimchi with Sandi Toksvig on BBC Radio 4.
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From Utmost East to Utmost West
John Blashford Snell

Agent: Bradt Guides 

 ‘Without doubt JBS, as many know him, is one of the world’s most 
eminent explorers’ Sir Ranulph Fiennes, Bt. OBE
 
For over 60 years John Blashford-Snell has been exploring some of 
the planet’s most remote, inaccessible and dangerous places; his name 
is known globally for his daring adventures and intrepid journeys of 
discovery. Now, well into his eighties he has gathered together in a 
single volume a collection of tales from Africa, Asia and the Americas, 
a mix of mostly new writing combined with some old favourites, 
extracts from some of the 100 or so expeditions he has led in pursuit 
of archaeological, anthropological, botanical, biological and zoological 
objectives.
 
From the Blue Nile to the Darien Gap, the Kalahari to Colombia, 
Blashford-Snell is one of the most experienced explorers in the 
world. He has met with royalty and presidents, travelled with Clint 
Eastwood and Sean Connery, been on a quest to find a giant 
pachyderm in the forests of West Nepal, led investigations into 
Atlantis and even delivered a grand piano to a remote tribe in 
Guyana! Mountains, rivers, forests and jungle have been his domain 
and he has seen some of the most extraordinary places known to 
man. 
 
If meetings with dangerous wildlife, stories of navigating rapid-filled 
rivers and tales of encounters with bandits are your thing, this new 
collection from a man who has become an institution in his own right 
is an essential read.
 
John Blashford-Snell is the founder of Operation Raleigh and of the 
Scientific Exploration Society. He has been awarded an MBE, OBE and 
CBE for exploration and has received multiple awards from countries 
and organisations around the world. For 20 years he chaired the 
British Chapter of the Explorers Club of America. Films of his 
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Exhumation: The Life and Death of Madan Lal Dhingra
Leena Dhingra

On behalf of: HopeRoad Publishing

On 17th August 1909, Madan Lal Dhingra was executed in 
Pentonville Prison for the assassination of Sir William Hutt 
Curzon Wyllie, a high-ranking official from the British India office. 
Viewed as a murderer in the UK, in India Madan Lal is seen as a 
great patriot, a freedom fighter, and a martyr. In 1976, his remains 
were exhumed, and his body returned to India. In Exhumation, 
Madan Lal’s great niece, the actor and writer Leena Dhingra, 
unravels and reveals his remarkable story.

Part history, part memoir, this is also the story of Leena’s journey 
to come to terms with this painful episode from her family’s past. 
Exhumation: The Life and Death of Madan Lal Dhingra is a 
compelling story of family secrets that throws light on the dark 
legacy of colonialism.

'In Exhumation, the illumination of a family secret sheds a 
coruscating light on Britain's colonial past. Part memoir, part 
history, Dhingra's lively examination brings the events leading up 
to Partition to vivid and immediate life. Madan Lal's story has, 
until now, been little know in Britain; this important book ensures 
that will no longer be the case'  Erica Wagner 

Leena Dhingra was born in India, and came to Europe after 
the 1947 Partition of India. Her first novel Amritvela was 
published in 1988. An author and actor, her TV credits include The 
Bill, Casualty, Prime Suspect and Dr Who. She has also starred in 
EastEnders and Coronation Street, and most recently appeared in 
the Channel 4 drama series Ackley Bridge. A Londoner for 40 
years, Leena Dhingra now lives near Manchester.
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What on Earth Can Go Wrong? Tales from 
the Risk Business
Richard Fenning
On behalf of: Eye Books

‘A must-read for every student of geopolitics, amateur or 
academic, professional or private. This beautifully written 
memoir is much more than that: a roller-coaster ride of risk, 
full of insights and implied advice, more relevant than ever in 
today’s uncertain world.’ Sir Sherard Cowper-Coles, former 
British Ambassador to Israel, Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan

After spending three decades advising multinational companies on 
geopolitics and security crises, Richard Fenning knows all about 
danger and intrigue.

Kidnappings, terrorist attacks, coups d’état, corruption scandals, 
cyber attacks, earthquakes and hurricanes were all in a day’s work 
in a career that coincided with the rise of China, the tumult of the 
Middle East wars, the resurgence of populism and the digital 
revolution.

Amid chaos and upheaval, he also found humanity and humour. 
Often witty and always insightful, What on Earth Can Go Wrong 
takes us from the battlefields of Iraq to the back streets of Bogotá, 
from the steamy Niger Delta to the chill of Putin’s Moscow.

In a remarkable memoir of a life on the frazzled edge of 
globalisation, Fenning looks back with compassion and insight on 
the people and places he got to know, while offering some timely 
thoughts on the relationship between risk and fear in a profoundly 
volatile world.

Richard Fenning spent 14 years as CEO of Control Risks, the 
global consultancy that specialises in helping businesses out of 
tight spots in difficult countries.  He now works as a leadership 
coach and is a regular media commentator on world affairs. He 
lives in Sussex.
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Minarets in the Mountains:  A Journey into 
Muslim Europe
Tharik Hussain
Agent: Bradt Guides

Longlisted for the Baillie Gifford Prize 
for Non-Fiction 2021 

A fascinating insight into the living legacy of Islam in Europe” 
– Levison Wood 
 
“A richly detailed travelogue by a humane and compassionate 
pilgrim” – Tim Mackintosh-Smith  

Muslim Londoner Tharik Hussain sets off with his wife and young 
daughters around the Western Balkans, home to the largest 
indigenous Muslim population in Europe, and explores the regions 
of Eastern Europe where Islam has shaped places and people for 
more than half a millennium. 

Encountering blonde-haired, blue-eyed Muslims, visiting mystical 
Islamic lodges clinging to the side of mountains, and praying in 
mosques older than the Sistine Chapel, he paints a picture of a 
hidden Muslim Europe, a vibrant place with a breath-taking history, 
spellbinding culture and unique identity.

Tharik Hussain is affiliated as a fellow with the Centre for 
Religion and Heritage and is viewed widely as a specialist on 
Muslim heritage and culture, especially across the western 
hemisphere. Tharik’s previous work has often served to decolonise 
authorised and popular religious and cultural histories and 
narratives. He is the author of several travel guides for Lonely 
Planet, including Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Thailand.  
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Galápagos Crusoes: A year alone with the birds
Bryan and June Nelson

On behalf of: Bradt Guides 

‘Mocking birds used to come from at least a mile away, 
probably much farther, and 30 or 40 pestered us from dawn 
till dusk. One or two bold individuals, which we could 
recognise, behaved exactly like mischievous children. When 
we tried to keep them out of the tent by blocking every 
conceivable entry, they would squirm and scuffle violently to 
squeeze through any crack, unshakably convinced that they 
were missing something.’  

In 1964, Zoologist Bryan Nelson and his wife June spent a year 
living alone on two uninhabited, waterless islands in the 
Galápagos, studying the three species of booby, partly funded by 
the American Chapman Foundation. 

By necessity, the book Bryan wrote on their return, Galápagos: 
Islands of Birds was a scientific study, but his light touch and the 
extraordinary hardships and delights of living in total isolation 
with no means of rescue should things go wrong, made his book 
an exceptionally good read. Now, nearly 60 years later, June has 
extracted the story of that extraordinary year and 
complemented it with her own reminiscences and observations. 

This is a book for bird- or wildlife enthusiasts, for those who 
know and love the Galapagos, or for the armchair reader who 
relishes a true adventure.

Keen outdoor, conservation and do-it-yourself folk, Bryan and 
June met in 1954 and almost spent their 1961 honeymoon on 
the Bass Rock, where they studied gannets for 3 years. With a 
First in Zoology and a D.Phil. from Oxford, Bryan went on, 
with June, to study the behaviour and ecology of seabirds in 
the Galápagos, Peru, Christmas Island and New Zealand. Bryan 
died in 2015.
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My Family and Other Enemies
Mary Novakovich

On behalf of: Bradt Guides 

 Part travelogue, part memoir that dives into the hinterland of 
Croatia, Mary Novakovich explores her ongoing relationship with 
the region of Lika in central Croatia, where her parents were born.
 
Lika is a region of wild beauty that has been battered by centuries of 
conflict. Used as a buffer zone between the Habsburg and Ottoman 
empires for hundreds of years, Lika became a land of war and 
warriors. And when Yugoslavia started to disintegrate in 1991, it was 
here where some of the first shots were fired.
 
Shipped off to Lika as a child to stay with relatives she barely knew, 
Novakovich has been revisiting Croatia ever since, researching the 
story of her family’s often harrowing life: in 1941 her aunt was the 
only survivor of Serbs massacred by Croatian fascists; and her mother 
saved her grandmother from being buried alive when she was thought 
to be dead from typhus.
 
Amidst adversity there is resilience and laughter, too, with plenty of 
light to balance the shade. Eccentric and entertaining characters 
abound, showing typically sardonic Balkan humour.  And, this being the 
Balkans, much of daily life revolves around food.
 
In recounting her own family’s tumultuous history, Novakovich opens 
up a world that is little known outside the Balkans, telling the stories 
of people whose experiences weren’t widely reported at the time, 
when the devastation in Croatia was superseded by the Bosnian 
conflict and media attention moved elsewhere.

Mary Novakovich is an award-winning freelance journalist and travel 
writer. Born to Serbian parents from Croatia, she has written 
extensively about the countries of the former Yugoslavia. She 
contributes regularly to the Guardian, Telegraph, Independent, Times, 
ss well as broadcasts radio reports for the BBC.
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In case you missed it…
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Co-Agents:

Anthea Literary Agency (Bulgaria, North 
Macedonia)

The Israeli Association of Book Publishers Ltd 
(Israel)

JLM Literary Agency (Greece)
The Kessler Agency (Romania)

Prava I Prevodi
(Bosnia & Herzegovina, Czech Republic, Croatia, 
Georgia, Hungary, Montenegro, Poland, Russia, 

Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Ukraine)
 

Peony Agency (China, Taiwan)
Japan Uni (Japan)

The Yang Agency (Korea)



Helen Edwards Rights Agency

48

helen@helenedwardsright.co.uk

Mobile: +44 (0)7917 508454

Office: +44 (0)20 8251 0943

www.helenedwardsrights.co.uk

mailto:helen@helenedwardsright.co.uk
http://www.helenedwardsrights.co.uk

