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The Flip Side
JAMES BAILEY 

Josh has done everything right.

It’s New Year’s Eve and he and girlfriend Jade have their own pod 
on the London Eye. He’s got the champagne and the truffles. The 
ring and the romance. And he’s just popped the question.

Unfortunately, he gets it wrong.

So horribly wrong that by the time he’s back on ground he’s 
single, jobless and homeless. Realising he can’t trust his own 
judgement, Josh decides to put his faith in fate.

From now on every choice will be decided by the flip of  a coin. 
It’s reckless, scary, liberating and insanely wrong. 

But Josh has tried the right way and look where he ended up. And 
maybe the girl of  his dreams really is one flip of  a coin away?

A Nick Hornby or David Nichols for a new generation of  readers. 

Hilariously heart-warming reading group debut about a young man who 
spends a year making life decisions with the toss of a coin...  

D E B U T S  &  H I G H L I G H T S

Hungarian - Alexandra
Korean - Cheongmirae 
Italian - Garzanti
Serbian - Laguna
Turkish - Yakamoz

James Bailey is a 27 year-old debut author, who read Hispanic Studies at King’s College, London. When not writing, he runs a 
walking tour in Bristol. He has previously worked as a showbiz journalist, and completed the Curtis Brown Creative Six Month 
Novel Writing Course.

Rights Sold
Czech - Dobrovsky
Dutch - HarperCollins 
French - L’Archipel
German - Droemer Knaur

Publication date: November 2020
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Final PDF

UK Publisher: Michael Joseph
UK Editor: Rebecca Hilsdon
US Publisher: William Morrow
US Editor: Tessa Woodward 
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Uncoupling (UK) / The Paris Connection (US)
LORRAINE BROWN

Could one split second change her life forever?

Hannah and Si are in love and on the same track - that is, until 
their train divides on the way to a wedding. The next morning, 
Hannah wakes up in Paris and realises that her boyfriend (and 
her ticket) are 300 miles away in Amsterdam!

But then Hannah meets Léo on the station platform, and he’s 
everything Si isn’t. Spending the day with him in Paris forces 
Hannah to question how well she really knows herself  - and 
whether, sometimes, you need to go in the wrong direction to find 
everything you’ve been looking for...

For readers who enjoyed Kate Eberlen’s Miss You and Beth 
O’Leary’s The Flatshare.

A debut love story about a couple who become separated on a rail journey 
and end up at different destinations. Will their journey bring them back to 
each other, or pull them further apart?

Lorraine Brown was one of  11 mentees chosen to be part of  Penguin Random House’s 2017 WriteNow programme which aims 
to launch the careers of  writers from under-represented communities. She previously trained as an actress and has completed her a 
postgraduate diploma in psychodynamic counselling. She lives in north London with her partner and 6-year-old son. 

Italian - Sperling & Kupfer
Portuguese - 2020
Serbian - Vulkan
Turkish - Ilkatsir  

Rights Sold
Croatian - Fokus 
Czech - Euromedia
Dutch - Xander
German - Bastei Luebbe

Publication date: January 2021
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Proof  PDF

UK Publisher: Orion Books
UK Editor: Charlotte Mursell
US Publisher: Putnam Books
US Editor: Margo Lipschultz 

D E B U T S  &  H I G H L I G H T S

KATIE ALLEN

Everything Happens for a Reason

Rachel was like every other mother in south London: she’d read 
all the books, bought the best buggy and packed the hospital bag. 
Then her son, Luke, was stillborn.

Drowning in grief  and convinced she is to blame, when someone 
tells her ‘everything happens for a reason’, the words consume 
her. As she searches for meaning in the chaos, one possible 
reason stands out: last summer, on the day she found out she was 
pregnant, Rachel stopped a man from jumping in front of  a train. 
Did saving a stranger’s life cost the life of  her son?

With the help of  Lola, a London Underground worker, and 
Lola’s adorable seven-year old daughter, Josephine, Rachel tracks 
him down. When Ben turns out to be less impressive than Rachel 
hoped, she makes it her mission to turn his life around. But does 
Ben want to be rescued?  And can finding him give Rachel solace? 
Is she even looking for answers in the right place? 

Told through Rachel’s emails to her stillborn baby, Luke, 
Everything Happens for a Reason is a heartrending, poignant and 
at times mordantly funny voice driven novel for the book group 
market.

“I’m so sorry, Rachel, your baby’s heart has stopped.”
What do you do on maternity leave without a baby?

Katie Allen has never invaded the life of  a stranger or lied about owning a dog, but the starting point to her debut novel is 
autobiographical. Her son, Finn, was stillborn in 2010 and she wrote to him from time to time (and yes, someone did say ‘everything 
happens for a reason’).  Katie was previously a journalist at the Guardian before leaving to pursue writing. She completed the City 
University MA in Novel Writing in 2019. She lives in London with her husband, children, a dog, a cat, and stick insects.

Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited manuscript

UK Publisher: Orenda Books
UK Editor: Karen Sullivan 
Publication date: June 2021
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LIAM BELL

The Sleepless

Nine years ago, Grafton’s wife Liz left him and their young son 
to follow a cult leader around the world.  Having turned to the 
bottle and been relegated from his job as a journalist he now does 
the traffic reports on the radio. When he hears of  a commune 
on the remote west coast of  Scotland whose residents believe 
that sleep is a social construct, he thinks Liz might be involved. 
Could there be a story in it too? If  he goes to investigate might he 
resurrect his career, as well as find some answers from Liz? 

What he finds is a group of  disciples in thrall to their enigmatic 
leader, Joan, who is leading them on a mission to stay awake for 
twelve nights. On the thirteenth day – the proclamation of  Joan’s 
achievement – a seismic event will occur, although no one knows 
exactly what.  

Grafton gathers material for his comeback story but, at the same 
time, comes to appreciate the persuasiveness of  Joan’s message 
of  untapped potential and wasted hours. As he is drawn deeper 
into the world of  the Sleepless, Liz reconnects with Isaac on their 
own journey to the commune. As more extreme and dangerous 
measures are enforced to maintain the community’s sleeplessness, 
Grafton finds himself  racing to rescue his son from whatever the 
thirteenth day may hold. 

The Sleepless is an upmarket thriller that will appeal to readers of  
Emma Cline’s The Girls and Ewan Morrison’s Nina X, as well as 
those fascinated by the recent Netflix documentary Wild, Wild 
Country. 

What if I told you that sleep was just a habit? What if the third of your life 
you spend asleep, you could be awake instead?

Liam Bell was born in Orkney and grew up in Glasgow. After spells studying in Belfast and Surrey, he returned to Scotland in 
2013 to teach at the University of  Stirling. He is author of  two previous novels, The Busker and So It Is, which was shortlisted for 
Scottish Book of  the Year. He lives in Stirling with his wife and two young daughters. www.liammurraybell.com

Agent: Joanna SwainsonUK Publisher: On submission

D E B U T S  &  H I G H L I G H T S

The Rain Tree
PAULA GREENLEES 

1949. Three years after the Japanese Occupation has ended, 
Miranda Lewis and her husband Gerry arrive in Singapore 
shortly after the death of  their infant son. The Malayan Peninsula 
is in a state of  instability with increasingly violent outbreaks of  
communist-led guerrilla attacks against the British.

From the outset, Miranda and Gerry’s marriage shows signs 
of  strain and Miranda is unsettled by the tumultuous political 
climate. Just as she has started to make new friends, a well-
intended act turns sour. She fails to convince those around her 
of  her innocence, which leads to her exclusion from expat society.

But an encounter with a young British medic, Nick, leads 
to Miranda volunteering at the local Mission Hospital and 
orphanage, where she begins to find purpose. When rioting 
explodes across the island, Miranda follows Nick from the 
hospital onto the burning streets where they risk their lives to 
help, and amidst the mayhem, they become close.

Hiding secrets of  his own, Gerry urges Miranda to return to 
England without him, questioning her loyalty to him as she 
supports the locals’ cause. Miranda is forced to choose between 
tradition and independence, a decision that threatens to have 
devastating consequences.

A historical novel with a romantic thread set in 1949 Singapore, against the 
backdrop of political unrest.

Paula Greenlees has a degree in English and European Thought and Literature, and a MA in Writing. A section of  her work 
has been included in Matter, a Sheffield Hallam magazine, which showcases the best work of  writers from the MA course. Before 
starting the MA, Paula ran her own business for 15 years, after a period as a teacher. Paula now lives in the Peak District, having 
lived in South East Asia, Chicago and San Francisco.  She is currently writing her second novel, alongside teaching a Creative 
Writing programme at Hughes Hall, Cambridge.

Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Edited manuscript

UK Publisher: Arrow Books
UK Editor: Sonny Marr 
Publication date: February 2021

Rights Sold
Hebrew - Aryeh Nir
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AMITA PARIKH

The Circus Train

Lena Papadopoulos, daughter of  a renowned Greek illusionist, 
lives onboard The World of  Wonders, a travelling circus that criss-
crosses Europe. Restricted by her wheelchair, Lena has never 
quite found her place within the circus world, but her life is 
turned upside down when she rescues a starving French-Polish 
orphan, Alexandre Robichaud, during a stay in Amsterdam.
 
Lena is thrilled when her beloved father, Theo, agrees to take the 
boy on as his apprentice, promising to hide his identity. Their 
close friendship grows into something more over time, as the 
circus makes its way around the continent, dazzling crowds with 
its magic and wonder.
 
After a betrayal, the Nazis capture both her father and his 
apprentice who are sent to a transit camp in Czechoslovakia. 
Lena is left behind and has to find and make her way in an 
unknown and hostile world.
 
Ten years later, Lena has found herself  a new family and forged a 
career but when she is unexpectedly accepted into the University 
of  Paris, she once again has to leave her old life behind. In Paris, 
she is confronted by a life-changing secret from her past, forcing 
her to come to terms with what really happened all those years 
ago and to accept that her life, and her beloved father, are not 
who, or what she thought they were.

The Circus Train will take you on a magical journey across Europe and 
immerse you in an epic romance spanning three decades set against the 
glamorous backdrop of a bygone era.

After earning an Hons BSc in Human Biology and Spanish from the University of  Toronto, Amita Parikh moved to London 
where she completed the six month Curtis Brown Creative Writing Course, the Royal Court Theatre’s Writer’s Programme and 
was a runner-up in the 2019 Jericho Writer’s Bursary Competition for under-represented writers. When she’s not writing, she 
works as a marketer and developer in the tech industry and produces and hosts a podcast about women in sport. She splits her time 
between Toronto and London.

Agent: Thérèse CoenUK Publisher: On submission

Leonarda
MICHAEL GREGORIO 

1939. Italy is at war. Three women disappear in the town of  
Correggio.

Commissario Serrao arrest Leonarda Cianciulli on circumstantial 
evidence. The woman confesses to the murders and revels in her 
infamy, but there is no trace of  the corpses in the house where she 
says she killed them. She boasts of  having used psychic powers 
to ‘disappear’ the victims. Her story seems beyond belief, so why 
have the Fascist secret service saved her from trial and certain 
execution, and committed her to an asylum for the criminally 
insane to be examined by an eminent scientist? 

1946. The war is over, Fascism is dead and Leonarda will soon 
be tried. 

Intrigued by her diabolical claims, the Phasmatological Society, 
a department of  Oxford University which is studying the 
phenomenon of  ESP, sends and envoy, Peter Rossini, to Correggio 
to report on Leonarda’s psychic abilities. 

Rossini finds the town steeped in superstition, the people in 
thrall to Leonarda’s charisma. Only Serrao believes that she is 
a merciless killer and nothing more. They attempt to uncover 
the truth, only to discover a horror more ghastly than they could 
have imagined and a web of  deception which had entangled the 
Fascists in 1939 and now threatens the British government, too. 

Based on the true story of the Italian murderess, Leonarda Cianciulli, 
known as The Soapmaker of Correggio after gruesome claims that she 
turned her victims’ corpses into soap and sweetmeats.

Michael Gregorio has published crime novels featuring the nineteenth century magistrate, Hanno Siffeniis, a pupil of  Immanuel 
Kant. The first, Critique of  Criminal Reason was published by Faber & Faber (UK) and St Martin’s Press (USA) in 2006 and sold 
in a further 25 languages. Three more novels in this series were published until 2011. After being approached by Severn House, 
Gregorio wrote three contemporary noir novels exploring the world of  the Calabrian mafia and also has short stories published in 
a number of  anthologies. Michael Gregorio is the pen name of  Daniela De Gregorio, who is Italian, and Michael G. Jacob, who is 
English. They have been married for many years and live in Spoleto, Italy.

D E B U T S  &  H I G H L I G H T S

Agent: Joanna SwainsonUK Publisher: On submission
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ANGELA PERTUSINI 

The Guest Room

After lavishing attention on their fixer-upper, Mark and Helen’s 
home is their sanctuary – their own small patch of  London, 
where they raise their two children. When Mark gets a call from 
his brother, Andy, Helen, agrees that he can stay with them 
temporarily whilst he’s back in the UK. Andy’s always been a 
jack-the-lad, a ‘free spirit’, preferring travelling and living life of  
an eternal gap year student, to putting down roots and a getting 
a respectable job. 

Mark is delighted to have his beloved younger brother home. 
Having spent little time in Andy’s presence, Helen underestimates 
how disruptive his arrival will be.

Almost immediately, Andy starts to undermine her, subtly 
sidelining her until they are locked into a bitter power struggle. 
Mark is unable to see Andy’s behaviour for what it is, driving 
a wedge between Mark and Helen that threatens to break her 
entirely.

When tragedy strikes, a devastated Helen unwittingly cedes 
ground to Andy without realising the potential consequences.
On the precipice, she uncovers a secret which confirms her 
suspicions.
 
With her family life, home and potentially her life being at stake, 
will she be able to challenge him before she loses everything? 

For fans of Liane Moriarty and Louise Doughty, The Guest Room is a 
cautionary tale for the modern age, about a woman who is driven almost 
out of her mind - and her home - by an unwanted guest.

Angela Pertusini is a former journalist for the Daily Telegraph and The Times. She lives in London.

Agent: Caroline HardmanUK Publisher: On submission

EMMA CHRISTIE

The Silent Daughter 

Deceit runs in the family . . .

Chris Morrison is facing his worst nightmare.

His wife is in a coma.

His daughter is missing.

And the only thing more unsettling than these two events . . . 
is what might connect them.

Some secrets can change a family for ever.

In the age of digital footprints, is it possible to disappear? And how long 
would it take to notice someone is missing?

Emma Christie was born and raised in Scotland but has spent much of  her adult life living in Spain and Latin America. After 
studying literature and medieval history at Aberdeen University she spent five years as a news journalist with one of  the UK’s top-
selling regional daily newspapers, The Press and Journal. She now works as a tour guide and lecturer in history, culture and politics 
with a US travel company, leading educational journeys across Spain, France, Portugal and Greece. She lives in Barcelona with 
her girlfriend, María Jose.

D E B U T S  &  H I G H L I G H T S

Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Finished copies

UK Publisher: Welbeck
UK Editor: Jon Elek 
Publication date: September 2020
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MARTINA MURPHY

The Night Caller

Sometimes darkness stalks the most beautiful places, and this 
investigation will take everything she’s got.

On Doogarth East Bog, Achill Island, a body is found. The close 
community is stunned to learn that it’s Lisa Moran, a popular 
teacher who disappeared two days earlier. 

DS Lucy Golden is assigned to the case. For her, it’s personal. 
As an Achill native, she knows that sometimes great evil can lurk 
in plain sight. Having moved back from Dublin, she has spent 
the last ten years trying to prove herself  to her colleagues after 
her husband was jailed for fraud. This is her chance to put the 
past behind her. Her teenage son Luc’s behaviour, however, is 
increasingly troubling and Lucy doesn’t have time for distractions.

When another body is found in an abandoned property on the 
bog, with links to a murder 20 years ago, the stakes are raised - 
but a pattern is emerging. Can Lucy put the pieces together? Or 
will her family crisis mean the murderer claims his next victim?

Tana French meets Helen Fields in this  new Irish-set crime series, featuring 
DS Lucy Golden.

Martina Murphy lives with her family in Maynouth, County Kildare. She has previously written general fiction as Martina Reilly 
(and years ago, YA as Tina Reilly), published by Little Brown and Hachette Ireland. Her novel Something Borrowed, was long listed 
for an Impac award. 

Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited manuscript

UK Publisher: Constable & Robinson
UK Editor: Krystyna Green 
Publication date: August 2021

Out In The Cold
STUART JOHNSTONE 

When you work in the police force, intuition is everything, and 
police sergeant Don Colyear has it in spades. It’s a gift that gets 
him into as much trouble as it gets him out of. After an incident 
makes remaining in Glasgow impossible, Don is sent to work 
in a remote Highlands town. He doesn’t want to be there and 
the feeling is mutual. His new Inspector wants him gone and 
the locals wonder why he’s even there. Still, Don makes a go of  
things, striking up a good working relationship with rookie officer 
Rowan Forbes.

As Don starts to investigate petty crimes, it soon becomes clear 
that there is something off about the town. A string of  teenage 
disappearances have not been given due attention. Then there’s 
the gruesome murder of  the groundsman of  the local sporting 
estate. Why is the Inspector reluctant to properly investigate? 
Could the incidents be linked? As Don delves further into the 
town’s secrets, it’s not long until his own life is at risk.

The thrillingly authentic Scottish crime debut featuring Sergeant Don 
Colyear and written by a former cop.

Stuart Johnstone lives in Edinburgh where he runs a crazy little shop for dogs, which keeps him busy when he’s not writing. He 
boasts the most bizarre CV, including ten years as a police officer. This comes in quite handy with the crime fiction. Stuart has 
completed a BA and MA in Creative Writing and his big break came when he found himself  in a short story collection with one 
of  his literary heroes, Stephen King.

D E B U T S  &  H I G H L I G H T S

Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Proof  PDF

UK Publisher: Allison & Busby
UK Editor: Lesley Crooks
Publication date: November 2020
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D E B U T S  &  H I G H L I G H T S

PAUL BRADDON

The Actuality

Television rights sold to the BBC

England a hundred years in the future is a squalid broken-down 
land in which technology has lurched forward and then all but 
seized up.
 
Hidden away on the top floor of  a London high-rise is Evie, 
an almost perfect manifestation of  AI and bioengineering. She 
is bored and lonely but fulfils a purpose and most importantly 
has been kept safe … until that is, the dark and dangerous world 
below comes crashing in.
 
The Actuality is a powerful, atmospheric journey into a possible 
future in which the brilliant Evie - curious, soulful and aware of  
her limitations - forces us to question the essence of  what it is to 
be human.

A deeply atmospheric piece of speculative literary fiction and cautionary 
tale of friendship, love and advanced bio-engineering one hundred years 
from now. 

Paul Braddon lives in London with wife Mary and son Thomas. That writing could be a joy rather than a chore first struck Paul 
when as an unworldly sixteen year old he entered an essay competition and astounded himself, and everyone else, by coming away 
with a prize. Up to that point, he had only had teachers who had done their best to make the matter of  putting one word in front 
of  another as dull as humanly possible, but now with a modest success under his belt he felt set for rapid literary fame, and a degree 
in English Literature was the natural choice to ensure that happened. Such a shame that three years of  Wordsworth, Dickens and 
the major works of  Shakespeare wasn’t to be in itself  enough…

Agent:  Joanna Swainson
Material: Proof  PDF

UK Publisher: Sandstone Press
UK Editor: Kay Farrell
Publication date: January 2021

MA KUZNIAR

Midnight in Everwood

There’s nothing Marietta Stelle loves more than ballet, but after 
Christmas, her dreams will be over as she is obligated to take 
her place in Edwardian society. While she is chafing against 
such suffocating traditions, a mysterious man purchases the 
neighbouring townhouse. Dr Drosselmeier is a charming but 
calculating figure who wins over the rest of  the Stelle family with 
his enchanting toys and wondrous mechanisms.  

When Drosselmeier constructs an elaborate set for Marietta’s final 
ballet performance, she discovers it carries a magic all of  its own. 
On the stroke of  midnight on Christmas Eve, she is transported 
to a snowy forest, where she encounters danger at every turn: ice 
giants, shadow goblins and the shrieking mist all lurk amidst the 
firs and frozen waterfalls and ice cliffs. After being rescued by 
the butterscotch-eyed captain of  the king’s guard, she is escorted 
to the frozen sugar palace. At once, Marietta is enchanted by 
this glittering world of  glamorous gowns, gingerbread houses, 
miniature reindeer and the most delicious confectionary. 
 
But all is not as it seems and Marietta is soon trapped in the 
sumptuous palace by the sadistic King Gelum, who claims her 
as his own. She is confined to a gilded prison with his other pets; 
Dellara, whose words are as sharp as her teeth, and Pirlipata, 
a princess from another land. Marietta must forge an alliance 
with the two women to carve a way free from this sugar-coated 
but treacherous world and back home to follow her dreams. Yet 
in a hedonistic world brimming with rebellion and a forbidden 
romance that risks everything, such a path will never be easy. 

A spell-binding retelling of The Nutcracker, filled with enchanted toys, 
decadent balls, fierce feminine friendships and a forbidden romance. For 
fans of The Toymakers, Caraval and The Bear and the Nightingale.

M.A. Kuzniar spent six years living in Spain, teaching English and travelling the world, which inspired her debut middle grade 
series The Ship of  Shadows (written as Maria Kuzniar), which is published by Puffin. Now she lives in Nottingham with her husband, 
where she reads and writes as much as she can. She bookstagrams at @cosyreads, where she has over 35,500 followers. Midnight in 
Everwood is her first adult novel.

UK Publisher: HarperCollins HQ 
Publication date: November 2021
Editor: Katie Seaman 
Agent: Therese Coen
Material: Undited Manuscript

Agent:  Thérèse Coen
Material: Unedited manuscript

UK Publisher: HQ
UK Editor: Katie Seaman
Publication date: November 2021
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CAROLINE HULSE 

Like a House on Fire

George and Stella’s marriage is over. 

They can’t decide exactly when that happened (was it the coke 
can? Or that comment about Jurassic Park?), but they both agree 
that it has.
 
A couple of  months after the separation, Stella’s mother, 
Margaret “The Force of  Nature” Foy sends out invites for her 
murder mystery anniversary party - with George on the invite 
list. Stella hasn’t told her parents about the divorce, she couldn’t 
bring herself  to. 

And with her father’s business shutting down, Margaret’s recent 
cancer diagnosis, and some very odd behaviour from her older 
sister Helen, now is clearly not a good time.
 
All they have to do is make it through the day without their secret 
being discovered. And in doing so, they may find each other 
again - or see their past and future both go up in flames...

Another achingly funny, uncomfortably relatable novel from the brilliant 
Caroline Hulse, chock full of black humour, family drama and a murder 
mystery with an explosive end…

Caroline spends most of  her days writing, having fulfilled her dream of  having 
a job she could do in pyjamas. She also works in Human Resources sometimes. 
She is openly competitive and loves playing board and card games. She can 
often be found in casino poker rooms, and wishes other people would want to 
play Cluedo for money. She lives with  her husband in Manchester, where the 
two are captive to the whims of  a small, controlling dog.

A U T H O R  H I G H L I G H T

UK Publisher: Orion Books
Publication Date: May 2020
Editor: Emad Akhtar
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Finished copies 

Option Publishers
Czech - Euromedia
Dutch - AW Bruna
German - Aufbau
Hungarian - General Press
Hebrew - Aryeh Nir
Italian - Mondadori

Polish - Znak
Romanian - Corint
Russian - Polyandria
Serbian - Evro Books
Slovak - Ikar

‘A comedic farce that sears all the goo out of  Christmas fables…Tension escalates with hilarious and 
unexpected results.’ Barnes & Noble, November’s Best New Fiction

‘Want a book you can chomp down? The Adults, an acerbic comedy about adults attempting to be 
grown-ups, is it.’ Refinery 29, The Best Books of  November

‘A stellar debut…This debut is the whole package: realistic, flawed characters placed in an increasingly 
tense situation, resulting in a surprising, suspenseful novel.’ Publishers Weekly 

‘A brilliantly original modern comedy of  manners starring, as the best character, a vast, trouble-
making invisible purple rabbit. A literary first, surely.’ Wendy Holden, The Daily Mail

‘Painfully astute and brilliantly funny, Like A House On Fire is a triumph of  a novel. I loved it.’
Beth O’Leary

‘Funny, dry and beautifully observed. Highly recommended for anyone whose Perfect Christmases 
never quite go according to plan!’ Gill Sims

         
         

         
    ... e

n strålande

originell komedi 

av modernt snitt.

  DAILY MAIL

Caroline Hulse

The Adults
UK Publisher: Orion Books
Publication Date: December 2018

Rights Sold
Czech - Euromedia
Dutch - AW Bruna

French - Fleuve Editions
German - Aufbau
Hungarian - General Press
Hebrew - Aryeh Nir
Italian - Mondadori
Polish - Znak

Romanian - Corint
Russian - Polyandria
Serbian - Evro Books
Slovak - Ikar
Sweden - Printz Publishing
TV rights - Tiger Aspect
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The Detective Louise Blackwell Thrillers
A gripping new crime series featuring DI Louise Blackwell  set in the sleepy 
- but dark - seaside town of Weston-Super-Mare.

MATT BROLLY

S E R I E S  H I G H L I G H T

The third book in 
the series...

The 
   Gorge
             ...coming 
February 2021

Series overview

Matt Brolly’s new hit series follows Detective Louise Blackwell as she is demoted from Bristol 
to the sleepy seaside town of  Weston-super-Mare in the South-West of  England after a clash 
with her superior, Finch. An outcast in the backwater town from day one, Louise is forced 
to prove herself  when a body is discovered, bled dry on a beach, the town waking up to a 
nightmare. Still fighting the unwanted attention of  Finch, Louise investigates a series of  
gruesome murders, a serial killer seemingly reenacting the five wounds of  Christ. 

Louise is in continued conflict with Finch and her other corrupt bosses. Often her allegiances 
are tested as she is forced to deal with her brother who has become an alcoholic after the 
death of  his wife from cancer, and her young niece who more often than not ends up staying 
with Louise’s weary parents. 

With the background of  the atmospheric coastal area, Louise solves a number of  
increasingly complex cases as she readjusts to living in Weston, rebuilding both her personal 
and professional life. 

February 2020 July 2020 February 2021

Matt Brolly studied law at Glasgow university, after which he completed a Masters in Creative 
Writing. As well as his Louise Blackwell series for Thomas & Mercer, he is is the author of  bestselling 
crime novels Dead Eyed, Dead Lucky, Dead Embers, and Dead Time. Matt lives in London with his wife and 
their two young children.

‘Highly recommended.’ Helen Fields

‘Really compelling and twisty, The Crossing reminded me how much I love a good police procedure. I 
loved it!’ Lisa Hall

‘A riveting detective story that rips towards a frenetic ending. Louise Blackwell is a fantastic 
character.’ Chris McDonald

Matt Brolly has produced an original, innovative police procedural that keeps the reader on edge 
all the way through. The scene is set for a wonderfully tense story, as the crimes escalates and DI 
Blackwell is faced with a terrible dilemma. Matt Brolly handles the tension beautifully, showing 

immense skill in balancing all the different elements of  the story, peeling back layer upon layer until 
the truth is finally revealed. In the crowded world of  crime thrillers, this is refreshingly imaginative, 

wonderfully written, unusual and superbly paced. I wish I’d written it….’ M J Lee

Series Information & Statistics
Publisher: Thomas & Mercer
Editor: Jack Butler
Agent: Joanna Swainson

Planned Books in Series: 
6 contracted to date

The Crossing - #1  Kindle bestseller
115,000+ copies sold
Longlisted for the Not The Booker Prize
811 Amazon reviews with 88% 4 and 5 
stars

The Descent - #13 Kindle bestseller
30,000+ copies sold
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HELEN COX

The Kitt Hartley Yorkshire Mysteries

July 2019 October 2019 March 2020

October 2020 March 2021

Meet Kitt Hartley: librarian, no-nonsense Yorkshirewoman ... detective?

S E R I E S  H I G H L I G H T

Picked for Inside Soap’s ‘The Hotlist’ as a book of  the week, March 2020 

‘A great read with smart characters and a clever plot’ Candis magazine

‘Brilliantly funning and charming’ Northern Life magazine

‘an easy read for a sunny afternoon’ Yorkshire Times

‘I am a signed up fan, I love Kitt and thinks she’s a 2020 Miss Marple.’ Woman’s Way

‘Murder on the Moorland is a very enjoyable read, with a delightful protagonist, which I recommend.’ 
Promoting Crime Fiction

Helen Cox is a book-devouring, photo-taking, film-obsessed novelist. If  forced to choose one, Helen’s Mastermind specialism 
would be Grease 2. To this day, she still adheres to the Pink Lady pledge and when somebody asks her if  she is a god she says ‘yes.’ 
After completing her MA in creative writing at the University of  York St. John Helen found work writing for a range of  magazines, 
websites and blogs as well as writing news and features for TV and radio. She has written three non-fiction books and founded 
independent film publication: New Empress Magazine. 

Series overview

Kitt Hartley, a trilby-wearing librarian with a skill for detecting, investigates crimes of  
passion and misdeeds in the picturesque town of  York and surrounding countryside. 

The series is populated with a brilliant cast of  characters from Kitt’s best friend Evie, 
whose boyfriend is found stabbed with a fountain pen at the start of  the series, to the 
magnetic Detective Halloran and ‘psychic’ Ruby, a library regular, who always pops up 
when chaos strikes. 

Never without a smart quip and a feminist stance, Kitt Hartley is delighting readers with 
her no-nonsense wit, fierce friendships and her ability to solve murders by drawing on her 
extensive bookish knowledge. 

Series Information & Statistics
Publisher: Quercus Books
Editor: Stefanie Bierwerth
Agent: Joanna Swainson

Planned Books in Series: 6 contracted
Total sales: 47,000 copies 
Highest selling title: Murder by the Minster 
26,000 copies

Rights Sold
French - Presses de la Cité
German - Bastei Luebbe
Danish - Zara Forlaget
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HELEN FIELDS

‘Highly recommended’ James Oswald

‘Read it in two sittings. I literally had no choice. A fast and enthralling thriller, pitting a new, very 
human hero against one of  the scariest psychos I’ve yet encountered in crime fiction.’ Paul Finch

‘Compelling, breathtaking and a tense ride from that unbelievable opening scene right to the last 
word. Brilliant!’ Angela Marsons

‘Timely, anger-inducing and very powerful - it’s excellent.’ Harriet Tyce

A former criminal barrister, Helen now writes the bestselling Scottish set crime 
novels in the Perfect series. Beyond writing, she has a passion for theatre and 
cinema, often boring friends and family with lengthy reviews and critiques. 
Taking her cue from her children, she has recently taken up karate and indoor 
sky diving. After a spell in California, Helen and her husband now live in West 
Sussex with their three children and two dogs.

A U T H O R  H I G H L I G H T

The Shadow Man

He collects his victims. But he doesn’t keep them safe.

Elspeth, Meggy and Xavier are locked in a flat. They don’t know 
where they are, and they don’t know why they’re there. They only 
know that the shadow man has taken them, and he won’t let them 
go.
 
Desperate to escape, the three of  them must find a way out of  
their living hell, even if  it means uncovering a very dark truth.
 
Because the shadow man isn’t a nightmare. He’s all too real.
 
And he’s watching.

The brand new crime thriller from the bestselling author of the Perfect 
series – Helen Fields is back with her first stand-alone novel!

Agent:  Caroline Hardman
Material: Proof  PDF

UK Publisher: Avon
UK Editor: Helen Huthwaite
Publication date: February 2021

Perfect Series
The #1 bestselling series, featuring DI Luc Callanach and DCI Ava Turner.

Series Information & Statistics
UK Publisher: Avon
US Publisher: HarperCollins
Editor: Helen Huthwaite
Agent: Caroline Hardman

Titles in Series: 6
Total Sales: +555,900 copies
Highest-selling: Perfect Remains 239,000+
Top 10 Bookseller Heatseeker’s chart
Perfect Remains #1 on Audible 
Perfect Prey #1 iBooks on publication day
Perfect Prey #1 Bookseller’s Weekly 
e-rankings
Perfect Death #11 Kindle chart
Perfect Silence #1 Kindle chart
Twice long-listed for the McIllvanney 
Scottish Crime Book of  the Year

Longlisted for the CWA Steel Dagger

Rights Sold
Czech - Albatros
Dutch - Ambo Anthos
Estonian - Ersen
French - Marabout
German - Bastei Luebbe
Hungarian - Muvelt Nep
Italian - Newton Compton
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm
Polish - Amber
Portuguese (Portugal) - 2020
Swedish - Storytel
Complex Chinese - Marco Polo
Thai - Wara
Turkish - Salon
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DINAH JEFFERIES

Daughters of  the Dordogne
A sweeping new novel from the number one Sunday Times bestselling 
author of  The Tea Planter’s Wife, who is moving publishers to 
HarperCollins in a big 6-figure deal.

Dinah was born in Malaysia and moved to England at the age of  nine. 
Her idyllic childhood always held a special place in her imagination, 
and when she began writing novels in her 60s, she was able to return 
there - first in her fiction and then on annual research trips for each new 
novel. Dinah is a Number One Sunday Times bestseller and she lives in 
Gloucestershire. 

A U T H O R  H I G H L I G H T

UK Publisher: HarperCollins (WEL)
Publication date: Summer 2021
Editor: Lynne Drew
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited Manuscript (pp. 282)

Option Publishers
Czech - Vikend
Croatian - Mozaik
Danish - People’s Press 
French - Bragelonne
German - Bastei Luebbe
Greek - Klidarithmos

Hungarian - Tericum
Hebrew - Yedioth
Italian - Newton Compton
Latvian - Zvaigzne
Lithuanian - Baltos Lankos
Dutch - Prometheus
Norwegian - Vigmostad & Bjorke
Polish - HarperCollins Poland
Portuguese (Portugal) - 2020
Romanian - Nemira
Serbian - Laguna
Swedish - Lind

1944. Hélène, Florence and Élise are three half-English sisters who have been living at their family’s 
summer home, deep in the Perigord Noir, since before the outbreak of  war. The novel follows the 
three women as their beautiful, rural part of  occupied France is caught between the sabotage of  
the Maquis and the reprisals of  the occupying German army, wounded below the waterline but 
determined to fight to the end. 

The sisters are pulled further into the fight against the Nazis than they ever expected, when they 
agree to hide a young German deserter in their attic, on the same day that a British SOE asks to 
hide from the Germans in their home whilst he looks for his partner who has disappeared. 

The arrival of  the two men is a catalyst that sparks discoveries in the sisters, not just about 
themselves but their family’s history. In navigating love and loss, they learn just how much they are 
prepared to risk in order to stand up for what is right.

‘A sweeping tale, beautifully written in a wonderful setting, heartrending yet ultimately uplifting. 
Gorgeous.’ Katie Fforde

‘Dinah Jefferies has a remarkable gift for conjuring up another time and place with lush descriptions, 
full of  power and intensity’ Kate Furnivall

‘A lush, fast-moving, gripping story that will keep you guessing till the last pages. A perfect summer 
read’ Gill Paul

‘The sights, smells and atmosphere of  Ceylon are beautifully depicted. This is Dinah Jefferies at her 
best’ Lucinda Riley

‘Dinah Jefferies has a knack of  getting under the skin of  her exotic locations’ Kate Riordan

Statistics
Total titles: 8

Sunday Times Bestseller Ranks:
#1 Tea Planter’s Wife

#6 The Silk Merchant’s Daughter
#8 The Missing Sister

2 Richard & Judy Bookclub Picks
Total Copies Sold: +1,200,000 copies

Highest Selling Title: The Tea Planter’s Wife
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LIZZIE PAGE

The Nazis are everywhere now. We must leave Vienna. It might 
be that soon our letters won’t get out anymore. Can you help, 
dear sister? Please, ask for us. Send news, and quickly. Please.

London, 1938. Sixteen-year-old Natalie Leeman takes the heart-
breaking decision to leave her family behind in Vienna and 
travel to England to join her cousin Leah in service. Natalie is 
placed with a wealthy suburban family, the Caplins, as a nanny 
to their energetic six-year-old.

At first, Natalie is delighted by the huge house and beautiful 
gardens, but things aren’t as perfect as they seem. While Natalie 
dotes on their child, she is increasingly wary of  Mr Caplin, 
whose gruff manor and fascist politics scare her. And then there 
are those still waiting at home – Mama and her two sisters, as 
well as a blossoming romance with her English tutor that had 
only just begun.

But when Vienna falls under Nazi rule, Natalie begins to fear 
for her family, especially her vivacious, tomboy little sister Libby. 
Then rumours of  a possible escape route from mainland Europe 
called the kindertransport begin to swirl – can Natalie help her 
family escape the Nazis before it’s too late?

Lizzie did an MA in creative and life writing at Goldsmiths University, 
London and has a degree in Politics and International Studies from 
Warwick University. She has also worked in marketing, teaching, 
copy-writing, editing and freelance journalism. And a long, long time 
ago, she wrote four erotic novels that were published by Black Lace: 
the translations of  which were very popular in Holland and Germany, 
curiously enough.

A U T H O R  H I G H L I G H T

The Wartime Nanny
A heartbreaking wartime novel – emotional and unforgettable. Perfect for 
fans of The Alice Network, The Tattooist of  Auschwitz and Before We 
Were Yours.

April 2018 November 2018 April 2019

Endorsements

‘I loved it!... I adore Lizzie Page’s writing and the way she so brilliantly blends fact and fiction.’ 
Jill Mansell

‘A beautiful, heart-warming story of  friendship and love... one of  the best books set during the war 
that I have had the pleasure of  reading.’ Renita D’Silva

‘Completely spellbinding – I absolutely loved it. The storyline is wonderful and the characters just 
bounce off the page. I love how she’s captured the essence of  the time.’ 

Elizabeth Gill

February 2020

Information & Statistics
UK Publisher: Bookouture/Hachette
Editor: Kathryn Taussig
Agent: Thérèse Coen

Rights Sold
US - Grand Central
Czech - Euromedia 
Swedish - Printz
Dutch - Kokboekencentrum
Hungarian - Maxim

Published titles: 5

Highest-selling title: When I Was Yours 
74,748 cps
Total sales: 143,974 copies (across 4 titles)

#12 USA Amazon Chart When I Was Yours
#92 USA Today Bestseller Chart When I 
Was Yours
#6 Canada Amazon Chart The War Nurses
#5 Australia Amazon Chart The Forgotten 
Girls
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LIZ TRENOW

The Secret of  the Lake
Based on real-life events at a top-secret wartime research station, and an 
invention that matched the more famous code-breakers of Bletchley Park 
in helping to win WW2, it’s perfect for readers of Kate Furnivall.

1936: The dark clouds of  war are gathering across Europe and 
the brightest minds in Britain have been brought together in a 
grand manor on the Suffolk coast. These select few have been 
tasked by Churchill to develop, in utmost secrecy, an invention 
that will help win the war and alter the course of  history.

In this tense atmosphere, an unlikely friendship develops between 
Vic, a brilliant but shy physicist and Kathleen, a cheerful local girl 
helping her mother in the kitchens. Following the news that her 
brother intends to join the RAF and fight for his country, Kath 
yearns to do her bit for the war effort. So when Vic tells her they 
are recruiting women to operate his top secret system, she makes 
a choice that will change her life forever.

As war is declared, the manor finds itself  on the frontline of  a 
ferocious battle being fought in the skies as waves of  German 
bombers set their sights on Britain. With the ever present threat 
above them, Vic battles to solve problems that threaten to 
endanger the country, and Kath is forced to make a desperate, 
life or death decision . . . 

Liz Trenow’s family have been silk weavers for nearly three hundred 
years, and she grew up in a house next to the mill which still operates 
today. Liz’s latest novel, In Love and War, was published on 25th January 
by Pan Macmillan. The Last Telegram was shortlisted for a UK national 
award and The Forgotten Seamstress was a New York Times best-seller. 

A U T H O R  H I G H L I G H T

UK Publisher: Macmillan 
US Publisher: Bookouture
Publication: June 2021
UK Editor: Caroline Hogg
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited Manuscript

Option Publishers
German - Blanvalet
Dutch - De Fontein
Portuguese (Portugal) - 2020
Italian- Newton Compton
Russian - Family Leisure Club

Czech - Euromedia
Spanish - Circulo de Letores
Ukrainian - Hemiro
US - Sourcebooks

‘Trenow, who serves as a perfect example of  the old adage that you should write what you know-
she’s the descendant of  generations of  weavers-has penned a mellifluous, impeccably researched 

narrative.’ - Kirkus

‘Liz Trenow sews together the strands of  past and present as delicately as the exquisite stitching on 
the quilt which forms the centrepiece of  the story’ - Lucinda Riley

‘Extraordinary, fascinating …deeply rooted in history’ - BBC Radio 4

‘What a delicious read The Silk Weaver is. I devoured it in two days and was gripped from start to 
finish. The characters shine too and Anna is an absolute triumph.’ - Dinah Jefferies

‘The aftermath of  war can be ferocious. This gentle and thoughtful story concentrates on the 
positives, without ignoring the destruction and pain of  an epic conflict.’ - Daily Mail

Information and Statistics

8 Titles to date: 6 Second World War & 2 18th Century 
London setting

12 Territories sold across all titles
+250,000 copies sold in total in the UK

Highest-selling title: The Last Telegram with +87,000 copies 
sold

Most translation rights sold: In Love and War
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Gina has been going with the flow for years - she’d rather have an easy life 
than face any conflict. She runs her childminding business from her cottage at 
the edge of  The Evergreens, a charming Victorian house and home to three 
octogenarians who have far too much fun for their age.

But when The Evergreens is put up for sale, Gina and the other residents face 
losing their home. To protect her business and save her elderly friends from 
eviction, Gina must make a stand and fight for the first time in her life.

As Gina’s ideas for saving The Evergreens get bigger and bolder, she starts to 
believe it might just be possible. The only thing is, does she believe in herself ?

The two latest feel-good books by the Sunday Times Bestselling author, 
which are all about family, friendship and finding your own happiness.

CATHY BRAMLEY

‘I think flowers are sunshine for the soul.’

Flowers have always made Fearne smile. She treasures the memories of  her 
beloved grandmother’s floristry and helping her to arrange beautiful blooms 
that brought such joy to their recipients. 

But ever since a family tragedy a year ago, Fearne has been searching for her 
own contentment. When a chance discovery inspires her to start a happiness 
list, it seems that Fearne might just have found her answer...

Sometimes the scariest path can be the most rewarding. So is Fearne ready to 
take the risk and step into the unknown? And what kind of  happiness might 
she find if  she does?

Cathy has had two novels in the Sunday Times Top 20 in the last 
year and is the best-selling author of  twelve novels. Her writing career 
came as somewhat of  a surprise after eighteen years running her own 
marketing agency. However, she has always been an avid reader and 
now enjoys pairing up with other authors and travelling to various book 
events around the country. She lives in a Nottinghamshire village with 
her husband, two daughters and a dog. 

A U T H O R  H I G H L I G H T

My Kind of  Happy & A Patchwork Family

Option Publishers
German - Heyne    Dutch - Zomer & Keunig
Swedish - Pirat Forlaget

UK Publisher: Orion
Editor: Harriet Bourton
Agent: Hannah Ferguson 

Titles Published: 12
+768,000 copies sold in total in the UK
Highest-selling title: The Lemon Tree Cafe 
(124,200 copies sold)

Sunday Times Bestseller Rankings:
#4 A Match Made In Devon
#5 A Patchwork Family
#7 The Lemon Tree Cafe

Information & Statistics

‘With its bubbly narrative, believable characters and picturesque setting, this a read that will soon 
have you swept along for the ride’ Woman’s Weekly Fiction Special

‘A heart-warming tale of  self-discovery’ Woman & Home

‘This engaging story centring on love, friendship and family is a joy to read’ Candis

‘This is feel-good fiction for all ages’ S Magazine, Sunday Express

‘Uplifting, love-filled slice of  brilliance *****’ Heat

‘Cathy has done it again … A Match Made in Devon is wonderful, warm, wise and witty and made 
me cry and laugh. I loved it!’ Alex Brown

‘A quintessential romantic read, this one has a few surprises up its sleeve’ Heat
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ISABELLE BROOM

Hello, Again

Philippa Taylor (Pepper to her friends) has big dreams. When 
she closes her eyes, she can picture exactly who she ought to be. 
The problem is, it’s about as far away from her real life in a small 
coastal town in Suffolk as she can imagine.

So when her elderly friend Josephine persuades Pepper to 
accompany her on a trip to Europe, she jumps at the chance to 
change her routine. And when Pepper bumps (literally) into the 
handsome Finn in Lisbon, it seems as though she might have 
finally found what she’s been looking for.

But Pepper know all too well things are rarely as they seem. Her 
own quiet life hides a dark secret from the past. And even though 
she and Finn may have been destined to find each other, Pepper 
suspects life may have other plans as to how the story should end.

A romantic and sweeping story about friendship, love and realising that 
sometimes it’s about the journey, not the destination.

Isabelle  was born in Cambridge nine days before the 1980s began 
and studied Media Arts at the University of  West London before 
starting a career first in local newspapers and then as a junior sub 
editor at heat magazine. When she’s not writing novels set in far-flung 
locations, Isabelle spends her time as a freelance book reviewer for 
magazines. 

A U T H O R  H I G H L I G H T

UK Publisher: Hodder
Publication: July 2020
Editor: Kim Atkins
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Finished copies

Option Publishers 
Bulgarian - Era
Danish - Turbulenz
German - Heyne
Lithuanian - Alma Littera
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm

Polish - Amber
Spanish - Urano
Portuguese - Planeta
Hungarian - Álomgyár
Russian - Eksmo
Turkish - Yakamoz

‘The ultimate will-they-won’t-they. Be sure to have tissues ready’ Rosie Walsh

‘Pack your passport, because Isabelle Broom is about to take you on a beautiful emotional journey’ 
Adele Parks

‘Gorgeously romantic. This book will pick you up and sweep you into its pages’ Milly Johnson

‘Satisfying romance set in an exotic location . . . The perfect getaway read for when the rain and 
wind are lashing at the window’ Red Magazine

‘Heart-warming and wonderfully romantic. And as for Lake Como - that setting truly shimmers! 
Perfect for New Year in such a magical setting. I picked up the book and then found it almost 

impossible to put down’ Rosanna Ley

‘A story that intrigues and surprises’ Kate Eberlen

‘A brilliantly evocative debut’ Paige Toon

‘Combines a wonderful setting with the poignancy of  self-discovery and a touching romance’ Katie 
Fforde

Statistics

Titles Published: 7
11 Territories sold across all titles

Highest selling title: One Winter Morning
+136,000 copies sold in total

Best Contemporary Romantic Novel Winter 2019 
for One Thousand Stars and You
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TRACY BUCHANAN

Circle of  Doubt & Wall of  Silence
The two latest riveting domestic suspense novels set in Forest Grove

Emma and Dele’s dreams came true nine years ago when they adopted their 
daughter, Isla. It felt like fate, like they were meant to find each other, and 
now they’re living the life they always wanted. But then one day a new family 
moves into Forest Grove—and Emma can’t shake the chilling feeling that the 
wife looks just like Isla’s birth mother.

Emma tells herself  that this sophisticated stranger can’t possibly be the 
troubled woman she remembers from the adoption. But as they get to know 
each other and it becomes clear that Tatjana has a special interest in Isla, her 
suspicions grow.

When small things start to go wrong and her parenting abilities are brought 
into question, Emma feels undermined, turning to her sister Harriet for 
support. But things only spiral further when secrets from her past suddenly 
resurface.

Tracy is a journalist and producer, writing and commissioning web 
content for BBC and Open University co-productions. Before this, she 
worked as a travel editor, after quitting her job as an online media expert 
for PR guru Matthew Freud.  She now lives in Milton Keynes with her 
husband, their daughter and their Jack Russell, fitting in regular jaunts 
abroad to sate the wanderlust she developed while listening to her Sri 
Lankan grandparents’ childhood stories.

Melissa Byatt’s life in Forest Grove seems as perfect as can be: a doting husband, 
three loving children and a beautiful house in a close-knit community. But 
appearances can be deceiving.

One evening, Melissa arrives home to the unimaginable: her husband lies 
stabbed on the floor, their children standing calmly around him. With horror, 
she realises that one of  them is to blame. But which one? And why would they 
attack their own father?

Her loyalties torn, in a split second she decides to protect her children at 
all costs—even if  that means lying to the police. But when someone in the 
neighbourhood claims to know more than they should, Melissa discovers that 
some secrets are beyond her control… Can she find out the truth before the 
rumours spread? 

A U T H O R  H I G H L I G H T

‘Wall Of  Silence [has] one of  the most original openings I’ve read ... I was captivated from page 
one, entertained throughout, and shocked over the final reveal. Loved it!’ - Kerry Lonsdale, Wall 

Street Journal and Washington Post bestselling author

‘Secrets and lies abound in this complex and chilling mystery. I was totally shocked by the ending!’ - 
Lesley Kara, Sunday Times bestselling author of  The Rumour

‘A darkly addictive read that draws you deep into the tangled web of  secrets that lie at the heart of  
the Byatt family.’ Lucy Clarke, author of  You Let Me In

Statistics

Titles Published: 8
11 Territories sold across all titles

Total English sales: + 482,00 copies
Highest selling title: My Sister’s Secret

+200,000 copies sold in total
Best seller ranking #

UK publisher: Lake Union 
Publication: April 2020
Editor: Sammia Hamer
Agent: Caroline Hardman

Translation publishers
German - Blanvalet
Estonian - Ersen
Hungarian - Alexandra
Italian - Newton Compton
Portuguese (Portugal) - Bertrand
Polish - Literackie
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ALI MCNAMARA

Kate thinks all her wishes have come true when she opens her 
little craft shop down on the harbour in the pretty Cornish 
seaside town of  St Felix. It’s been her life-long dream and now 
she’s finally got the chance she’s loving selling her own quirky 
handmade textile designs.

But there’s a mystery about Kate’s shop - one that Jack, the owner 
of  a new art store in town, wants to help Kate solve. A series 
of  mysterious paintings and embroidered pictures hint at a love 
story over sixty years old, but Kate needs to know how the story 
ends!

As Kate and Jack delve deeper into the vintage romance, they 
find that not only do their own lives share uncanny similarities 
with their 1950s counterparts, but also the two of  them are 
becoming closer. But as the two couples’ stories unfold over 
six decades apart, can Kate and Jack put right a wrong that’s 
remained a secret since the 1950s, and will both couples end up 
with the happy ending they truly deserve?

Bestselling author Ali McNamara takes us to the glorious little Cornish 
town of St Felix - where romance and magic sparkle in the summer air.

Ali McNamara’s debut novel From Notting Hill with Love…Actually was 
published in 2010 to much acclaim and became an instant bestseller. 
She has since written eight further novels with her most recent, Daisy’s 
Vintage Cornish Camper Van, making it into The Bookseller’s Top 20. www.
alimcnamara.co.uk

A U T H O R  H I G H L I G H T

Kate and Clara’s Curious Cornish Craft Shop

UK Publisher: Sphere 
Publication date: July 2020
Editor: Darcy Nicholson
Agent: Hannah Ferguson

Translation Publishers
German - Goldmann
Italian - Newton Compton
Russian - Exmo
Swedish - Lavender Lit

The Tiny Treasures of  Bluebell Wood - July 2021

‘Sparky, fun and endearing’ - Katie Fforde

‘If  you like your stories with an added pinch of  magic, you’ll love this... wonderfully enjoyable’ 
- Heat Magazine

‘An enchanting escape to the seaside. Pure magic!’  - Heidi Swain

Series Statistics

Total Titles: 6 Published
Total Sales: +388,000 copies

Highest-selling Title: The Little Flower Shop by the Sea +108,500 copies
Letters from Lighthouse Cottage nominated for the Romantic Novel of  the Year 
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Danny Malooley’s life is falling apart. He’s a single parent with an eleven-year-
old son, Will, who hasn’t spoken since the death of  his mother in a car crash 
fourteen months ago. He’s being pursued by a dodgy landlord for unpaid rent 
and he’s just lost his job. Struggling to find work, and desperate for money, 
Danny decides to do what anyone in his position would do.

He becomes a dancing panda.

After seeing street performers in his local park raking it in, he spends his last 
fiver on a costume... but the humiliation is worth it when Will finally speaks 
to him for the first time since his mother’s death. The problem is Will doesn’t 
know that the panda is in fact his father, and Danny doesn’t want to reveal 
his true identity in case Will stops talking again. But Danny can’t keep up the 
ruse forever...

Hetty Heinrich is the dutiful daughter of  a Liepzig newspaperman turned 
high ranking Nazi, keen to play her part in the glory of  the new Thousand 
Year Reich. But when she encounters Walter, a friend from the past, dangerous 
feelings are stirred. 

Confused and conflicted, Hetty doesn’t know where to turn; someone is 
watching, and no one can be trusted.  As the rising tide of  anti-semitism 
threatens to engulf  them, Hetty and Walter must take extreme action. Will 
the steady march of  dark forces destroy Hetty’s world, or can love ultimately 
triumph?   

People Like Us is inspired by the author’s family history, and by the alarming 
parallels she sees between the early 1930s and today. 

R E C E N T L Y  P U B L I S H E D  L I T E R A R Y  A N D  B O O K  G R O U P  F I C T I O N

UK: Head of  Zeus
US: William Morrow 
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Publication: May 2020

Rights Sold
Dutch - Xander
French - Bragelonne

Italian - Sonzogno/Marsilio
Romanian - Nemira
Spanish - Planeta
Portuguese - Topseller
Hungarian - Kossuth
Greek - Minoas
Russian - Azbooka Atticus
Czech - Alpress

UK: Trapeze Books
US: Scribner
Publication: June 2020 / August 2020
Agent: Joanna Swainson

Rights Sold
Bulgarian - Prozorets 
Simplified Chinese - Ruyi Xinxin
Czech - Host
French - Préludes/ Livre de Poche

German - Kiepenheuer & Witsch
Italian - Mondadori
Japanese - Shogakukan
Serbian - Evro Giunti
Polish - Marginesy
Hungarian - Alexandra 
Norwegian - Vigmostad & Bjorke
Russian - MIF

TV Rights: Lime Pictures

Freya Lyell is struggling to move on from her sister Stella’s suicide five years 
ago. Visiting the bewitching Byrne Hall, only a few miles from the scene of  
the tragedy, she discovers a portrait of  Stella – a portrait she had no idea 
existed, in a house Stella never set foot in. Or so she thought.

Driven to find out more about her sister’s secrets, Freya is drawn into the 
world of  Byrne Hall and its owners: charismatic artist Cory and his sinister, 
watchful mother. But as Freya’s relationship with Cory crosses the line into 
obsession, the darkness behind the locked doors of  Byrne Hall threatens to 
spill out.

UK: Doubleday
US: Tin House 
August 2020

What kind of  man kills his own family?

When Tom was eight years old, his father took a shotgun and shot his family: 
his wife, his son and baby daughter, before turning the gun on himself. Only 
Tom survived. He left his tiny, shocked community on the island of  Litta and 
the strained silence of  his Uncle Malcolm’s house while still a young boy. For 
twenty years he’s tried to escape his past. Until now.

Without knowing how to ask, he needs answers - from his uncle, who should 
have known. From his neighbours, who think his father a decent man who 
‘just snapped’. From the memories that haunt the wild landscape of  the 
Hebrides. And from the silent ones who know more about what happened - 
and why - than they have ever dared admit.

By turns gripping, beautiful, devastating and tender, Our Fathers is a 
story about violence and redemption, control and love. With understated 
compassion and humour, Rebecca Wait gives a voice to the silenced and to 
the silences between men of  few words.

UK: Riverrun
US: Europa Editions
January 2020

Rights Sold
German - K&A
Italian - Edizioni E/O
Russian - Polyandria
Hebrew - Lesa Press

London, 1967. Nik Christou has been a rent boy since he was 15. He knows 
the ins and outs of  Piccadilly Circus, how to spot a pretty policeman and 
to interpret a fleeting glance. One summer night his life is turned upside 
down, first by violence and then by an accusation of  murder. Anna Treadway, 
fleeing the ghosts of  her past, works as a dresser in Soho’s Galaxy theatre. 
She has learned never to place too much trust in the long arm of  the law and, 
convinced Nik is innocent she determines to find him an alibi. Merrian Wallis, 
devoted wife to an MP with a tarnished reputation, just wants proof  that her 
husband couldn’t have been involved. But how do you recognise the truth 
when everyone around you is playing a role – and when any spark of  scandal 
is quickly snuffed out by those with power? 
 
As Anna searches for clues amongst a cast of  MPs, actors, members of  
gentlemen’s clubs and a hundred different nightly clients, will anyone be 
willing to come forward and save Nik from his fate?

4th Estate
August 2020



40 41

Otty has just landed her dream job. She’s about to join the writing team of  
one of  the most respected showrunners in TV. And then the night before her 
first day, she’s evicted from her flat.

Joe has been working with Russell for years. He’s the best writer on his team, 
but lately something has been off. He’s trying to get his mojo back, but when 
his flatmate moves out without warning he has other things to worry about.

Otty moving into Joe’s house seems like the perfect solution to both their 
problems, but neither is prepared for what happens next. Paired together 
in the writing room, their obvious chemistry sparks from the page and they 
are the writing duo to beat. But their relationship off the page is an entirely 
different story, and neither of  them can figure out why.

And suddenly the question isn’t, will they, or won’t they? It’s why won’t they?

HarperCollins HQ
September 2020

Option Publishers
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm

Can you fall in love with the same person twice?

Ellie has the perfect life: a handsome husband, a gorgeous daughter and a 
baby on the way. And then her husband Max is in an accident and develops 
amnesia. Suddenly he can’t remember the last four years of  his life… including 
his entire relationship with Ellie.

Now her husband is like a stranger – he’s not the man she married at all. At 
first Ellie is devastated – but as she and Max slowly get to know one another 
again, she starts to think that maybe this is the first time they’ve ever really 
seen each other clearly.

But then Ellie finds out that Max was keeping a shocking secret from her 
before he had the accident. Has their new beginning been nothing but a false 
start?

HarperCollins HQ
February 2021

Option Publisher
German - Droemer Knaur

*Toronto Star and USA Today bestseller*

VE Day 1945: As victory bells ring out across the country, war bride Ellie Burgess’ 
happiness is overshadowed by grief. Her charismatic Newfoundlander husband 
Thomas is still missing in action. Until a letter arrives explaining Thomas is back 
at home on the other side of  the Atlantic recovering from his injuries. Travelling 
to a distant country to live with a man she barely knows is the bravest thing Ellie 
has ever had to do. But nothing can prepare her for the harsh realities of  her new 
home…

September 11th 2001: Sophie Parry is on a plane to New York on the most tragic 
day in the city’s history. While the world watches the news in horror, Sophie’s 
flight is rerouted to a tiny town in Newfoundland and she is forced to seek refuge 
with her estranged aunt Ellie. Determined to discover what it was that forced her 
family apart all those years ago, newfound secrets may change her life forever…

HarperCollins One 
More Chapter
June 2020

R E C E N T L Y  P U B L I S H E D  W O M E N ’ S  F I C T I O N

Escape to the mountains and fall in love this Christmas...

Alice Bright has a great life. She has a job she adores, a devoted family and 
friends she’d lay down her life for. But when tragedy strikes, she finds her 
whole world turned upside down.

Enter, Bear, a fluffy, lovable - and rapidly growing! - puppy searching for a 
home. Bear may be exactly what Alice needs to rekindle her spark, but a 
London flat is no place for a mountain dog, and soon Alice and Bear find 
themselves on a journey to the snow-topped mountains of  Switzerland in 
search of  a new beginning.

Amidst the warming log fires, cosy cafes and stunning views, Alice finds her 
heart slowly beginning to heal. But will new friends and a charming next 
door neighbour be enough to help Alice fall in love with life once more?

Sphere
November 2020

Rights Sold
Italian - Newton Compton

This is a story about a mysterious young woman who works at a coffee house on 
Delancey Street, New York. She dreams of  what her true purpose in the world will 
be until the day she meets a man who makes her laugh, yet keeps the secrets of  his 
heart hidden away from the world. But then suddenly it all falls apart…

Determined not to be broken by what happened, she makes the difficult decision to 
leave and let go, to understand who – and what – she is through the magic of  the 
world, and the people she meets far from home. It is a journey across continents – 
from the chilled, glassy lakes of  rural Ireland to the taste of  wild monsoon rain in 
Thailand, in the arms of  a dark-eyed artist she meets along the way...

But in searching the world for answers, she finds the answer to a question she never 
even knew how to ask: what lies beyond heartbreak, and is true happiness a person, 
a moment or a secret to unlock inside yourself ?

An unputdownable, life-affirming pilgrimage across the globe.

Bookouture
November 2019

Heather Douglas appears to have it all. But living on a farm in the Scottish 
Highlands with her partner, Rory Fraser, all while bringing up their adorable 
toddler, Harry, isn’t easy. As a former librarian, Heather is worried that she’ll never 
fully fit into life on Fraser Farm. And after the death of  her beloved mum eight 
years ago, Heather feels lost, as well as guilty for holding back accepting Rory’s 
marriage proposal because she can’t imagine her wedding without her mother.

So when ex-boyfriend, Stewart, appears in the village of  Glendale, it’s a shock 
to the system. The man who broke her heart years ago now has big plans for the 
neighbouring farm and wants Heather to be part of  the development. Knowing 
that she’s living a very different life to the one they had planned at university leaves 
Heather wondering if  she has made the right choices since she and Stewart broke 
up. Especially when things start to go very wrong on the farm ...

This Christmas, Heather will need to face her fears and let go of  the past or risk 
losing everything. She will need love, faith, and a whole lot of  hope!

Hera
September 2020

Option Publishers
Norwegian - Bladkompaniet
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When a blood-soaked man is discovered with the word Baal-Berith scored 
into his flesh, the bewildered police call on expert Professor Matt Hunter to 
assist. Before long, a gruesome discovery is made and Hunter is drawn into a 
frenzied murder investigation. 

With a fury of  media interest in the case, and the emerging link to a 
documentary on demonic possession, Hunter is unable to escape a dark 
world of  exorcism and violence . even when events spiral frighteningly out of  
control.

Allison & Busby
February 2020

Option Publishers
German - Bastei Luebbe 

Can you ever really know your neighbours?

When human remains are found in a ground floor flat, the residents of  
Nelson Heights are shocked to learn that there was a dead body in their 
building for over three years.

Sarah lives at the flat above and after the remains are found, she feels 
threatened by a stranger hanging around the building. Laura has lived in 
the building for as long as she can remember, caring for her elderly father, 
though there is more to her story than she is letting on.

As the investigation starts to heat up, and the two women become more 
involved, it’s clear that someone isn’t telling the truth about what went on all 
those years ago...

Orion
February 2020

You can’t stop watching her.

Violet Young is a hugely popular journalist-turned-mummy-influencer, with 
three children, a successful husband and a million subscribers on YouTube 
who tune in daily to watch her everyday life unfold. Until the day she’s no 
longer there.

But one day she disappears from the online world - her entire social media 
presence deleted overnight, with no explanation. Has she simply decided that 
baring her life to all online is no longer a good idea, or has something more 
sinister happened to Violet? But do you really know who Violet is?

Her fans are obsessed with finding out the truth, but their search quickly 
reveals a web of  lies, betrayal, and shocking consequences...

Quercus
October 2020

R E C E N T L Y  P U B L I S H E D  C R I M E ,  T H R I L L E R  A N D  S U S P E N S E  F I C T I O N

Kitty Marchland has always known that her family aren’t like others. But 
when her father uproots them to a remote cottage in the woods, she realises 
that her parents are keeping secrets from her – secrets that could unravel 
everything.
 
Years later, Kitty starts to question what really happened out in the forest. 
When the police revisit a suspicious death, she must examine her most 
painful memories – and this time, there’s nowhere to hide…

A gripping and suspenseful thriller that will captivate you from first to last 
page. Perfect for fans of  Ruth Ware and Cass Green.HarperCollins Avon

April 2020

I am the reason girls are told not to trust strangers. I am their cautionary tale.
Nineteen years ago Linn Wilson was attacked. Seventeen-years-old and home 
alone, she’d been waiting for her friends to arrive when she heard the doorbell 
ring. But when she opened the door, Linn let in her worst nightmare. The 
culprit was never found.

It was someone I knew. I am going to find out who did this to me.

Now, Linn is determined to get to the bottom of  the night that changed her life 
forever. Returning to the village where she grew up, she knows that someone 
must know something. The claustrophobia and isolation of  small town living 
means secrets won’t remain secrets for long…

HarperCollins One 
More Chapter
April 2020

Rights Sold
German - Blanvalet
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