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ALEX ENGLISH

Echo and the Sky Pirates

11-year-old orphan Echo dreams of  travelling beyond 
Albion’s city walls and into the forbidden Barren lands. 
She lives in the royal palace, where one night she is 
awoken by the  eccentric Professor Daggerwing, who has 
parked his rickety airship right oustide her window. 

DaggerWing is an explorer who claims to have a map 
to the secret world beyond the Barren. But when the 
Professor is expelled from the city by an overprotective 
king, and his map burnt, Echo must take the Hummerbird 
and embark on a voyage into the unknown. She has to 
explore the lands beyond the map and find the mother she 
thought was dead, all with the help of  the professor, her 
pet lizard Gilbert and her annoying friend Prince Horace. 

Echo will see lands she never knew existed, face enemies 
she never knew she had and make countless friendships 
along the way which will help her more than she knows. 

A middle grade fantasy adventure story with underlying themes of  friendship, 
feminism and freedom. For fans of  Abi Elphinstone, Katherine Rundell and Sarah 
Driver.

UK Publisher: Simon & Schuster
UK Publication: July 2020
Editor: Lucy Rogers
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Finished Copies

Alex English is a picture book author, published by Bloomsbury and Faber & Faber. Alex has just 
graduated with distinction from the BSU MA Writing for Young People and regularly volunteers for 
SCBWI. She currently lives with her family just outside Paris, although they intend to return to the UK in 
2021. This is her first middle grade title.

MIDDLE GRADE

MARIA KUZNIAR

The Ship of  Shadows

The Girl with Two Shadows is the tale of  a lost desert city, 
pirate hunters, a Moroccan adventure, and the deadliest, 
all-female ship of  pirates to sail the realm.

For twelve-year-old Aleja, bored of  everyday life in the 
Spanish city of  Seville, the Ship of  Shadows is an old 
legend that she’s teased for still believing in. A gifted 
linguist and perpetual day-dreamer, she longs for the day 
that she might join the ranks of  the famous explorers 
sailing out from the port near her family’s tavern. When 
her unquenchable curiosity lands her in trouble at the 
docks, she finds herself  fleeing with none other than the 
Captain of  the legendary pirate ship, the Ship of  Shadows 
itself.
 
Swept up into their adventure, Aleja and the pirate crew 
make haste for Morocco to search for a legendary lost city, 
buried in the desert sands, with pirate hunters hot on their 
tail. Can they find the missing piece of  the magical map 
they’re searching for and evade the pirate hunters before 
they outstay their welcome in Morocco? And, even more 
importantly, can Aleja bear to leave her new friends to 
return home again?

A middle grade historical fiction that will appeal to fans of  fast-paced adventure stories 
with a touch of  magic, such as The Polar Bear Explorers Club and Rebel of  the Sands, and 
books like Prisoner of  Ice and Snow, with strong female friendships and kick-ass heroines.

UK Publisher: Puffin Books/ Penguin
Publication Date: July 2020
Editor: Emma Jones
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Finished Copies

Rights Sold
Germany - Ravensburger
Russia - Strecoza

Maria Kuzniar holds a BA in English Literature from the University of  Westminster, and lived in Spain 
for 6 years as an English teacher, which inspired her to write The Girl with Two Shadows. Maria is currently 
employed to create and produce English teaching video, and is also heavily involved in the book community 
online, with a blog and over thirty-six thousand followers on her book-themed Instagram account.

MIDDLE GRADE
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FIONA SANDIFORD

The Great Dodo Comeback

Ten-year-old Leni lives on the island of  Mauritius and 
loves birds. From her beachside treehouse, she dreams of  
being a vet someday, helping the feathered creatures of  her 
homeland. Sadly, there’s one she thinks she’ll never get to 
see – the dodo. It’s been extinct for hundreds of  years. But 
all that could be about to change with the arrival of  a couple 
of  bird boffins.
 
Arch rival scientists – Jethro Flowers from England and Celia 
Scissorson from Australia – disembark on the tropical island 
and discover they’re on the same mission. Both professors 
want to bring the legendary bird back from the dead. They 
call it de-extinction. The race is on – and feathers are about 
to fly. Bird-loving Leni is fascinated and is keen to help them 
both. Will either of  them manage to re-do the dodo? Or will 
their bitter rivalry just leave them with egg on their faces?
 
What’s more, flamboyant sugar tycoon Benny Chouchou 
isn’t happy about the professors’ aims and is determined to 
stop dodos making a comeback at all, so the big, flightless 
bird doesn’t get in the way of  his plans to expand his sugar 
empire. Chouchou sends his two gormless henchmen, 
Beefball and Wingnut, to spy on the two professors and steal 
their dodo eggs.

Could the hapless bird be doomed to re-extinction before it’s 
even been de-extincted? Or can Leni help make sure that, 
for the dodo, life is sweeter second time around?

A fun and kooky new middle grade story, which sees the one and only dodo bird come 
back from the dead.

UK Publisher: Usborne Publishing
Editor: Anne Finnis
Publication date: June 2020
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Finished Copies

Fiona Sandiford is a journalist with 20 years’ experience as an editor and writer on numerous magazine 
titles in both the UK and Australia. She lives in Sussex and enjoys drinking strong tea, listening to soul and 
disco, stroking her dog’s ears and watching Steve Martin movies. But perhaps her greatest love is making 
mischief  with words. 

MIDDLE GRADE

ALEX BELL

The Polar Bear Explorers’s Club Series

It sounded like a respectable and worthy enough death for 
an explorer - tumbling from an ice bridge to be impaled 
upon a mammoth tusk - but Stella really, really didn’t want 
that to happen, just the same.

Join Stella Starflake Pearl and her three fellow explorers as 
they trek across the snowy Icelands and come face-to-face 
with frost fairies, snow queens, outlaw hideouts, unicorns, 
pygmy dinosaurs and carnivorous cabbages . . .

When Stella and three other junior explorers get separated 
from their expedition can they cross the frozen wilderness 
and live to tell the tale?

A gorgeously imaginative middle grade fantasy adventure series combining the best of  
Peter Pan, Lemony Snicket, Northern Lights and Alice in Wonderland.

UK Publisher: Faber & Faber
US Publisher: Simon & Schuster
UK Editor: Leah Thaxton
US Editor: David Gale
Publication date: November 2018
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Paperback Copies (pp. 384)

Rights sold
French - Gallimard 
German - Fischer
Israel - Modan
Italian - Salani
Polish - Foksal
Spanish - Salamandra
Romanian - Nemira
Russia - Azbooka
Taiwan - Worldfield 
Turkey - Kultur

Alex Bell has published several YA novels with Gollancz, Headline and Stripes Publishing. The Polar Bear 
Explorers Club is her first foray into Middle Grade. After deciding to use her Law degree for good, instead 
of  for evil, she also works as an advisor for the Citizens Advice Bureau. Most of  her spare time consists of  
catering to the whims of  her Siamese cat.

MIDDLE GRADE
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ALEX BELL

The Ocean Squid Explorers’ Club

Ursula Jellie has trained as a submarine engineer at the 
Ocean Squid Explorers’ Club since she was very small. 
Now twelve-years-old, she dreams of  being an explorer 
herself. After all, Stella Starflake Pearl has set a precedent 
by being admitted to the Polar Bear Explorers’ Club. 

The Ocean Squid Explorers Club however, is adamant 
that it should remain men-only. Ursula’s engineering 
mentor says she shouldn’t be surprised. After all, Stella 
Starflake Pearl is an ice princess, whereas Ursula is just a 
poor orphan, a nobody. 

But Ursula has a secret – she’s half-mermaid. As soon as 
her bare skin touches the ocean, her legs transform into 
a mermaid’s fin. She’s kept this fact a careful secret for 
years because explorers have always been distrustful of  
mermaids. But people always thought ice princesses were 
villains too, before Stella came along. 

Suddenly, the headquarters are attacked by the Collector, 
Scarlett Sauvage, who steals the club away in one of  her 
snow globes. 

Ursula transforms into a mermaid and manages to rescue 
one of  the submarines, but the rest of  the club is lost. On 
board the submarine she befriends junior explorer, Rupert, 
a shy boy who’s fascinated by molluscs, and his seahorse-
whisperer sister, Genie, whose father was in the club that 
has been taken away by Scarlett.

They decide to set off to complete their father’s mission by 
returning the Lost City of  Pacifica, in the hopes that this 
will help find Scarlett as well. Along the way they will face 
kraken and squid, discover sunken ships and lost pirate’s 
treasure, interrupt a starfish disco and discover a mermaid 
ice cream parlour.   

A new series from the author of  the bestselling Polar Bear Explorers’ Club featuring a half-
mermaid heroine who has to rescue the Squid Explorers who have been trapped in a 
snowglobe by an evil collector.

UK Publisher: Faber & Faber
UK Editor: Leah Thaxton
Publication date: Spring 2020
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Proof  PDF

Option Publishers
US: Simon & Schuster
French - Gallimard 
Israel - Modan
Italian - Salani
Polish - Foksal
Spanish - Salamandra
Romanian - Nemira
Russia - Azbooka
Taiwan - Worldfield 
Turkey - Kultur

MIDDLE GRADE

ALEX BELL

Music and Malice in Hurricane Town

Seventeen-year-old Jude Lomax lives above a gumbo 
shop in Hurricane town – an infamous city full of  music, 
black magic, jazz clubs and swamps. Jude makes a living 
playing the saxophone in jazz funerals. These start on 
the neon streets and accompany the coffin all the way 
to various gated cemeteries. The town is ruled over by 
a supernatural elite, and life is exceptionally hard for an 
ordinary musician like Jude.

One day, she gets a job playing in the funeral for 
murdered voodoo queen, Ivory Monette. Nobody knows 
who managed to kill the formidable sixty-year-old, but 
she was widely feared, and most people are pleased to 
see the back of  her. When the procession arrives at Saint 
Clémence Cemetery, a voodoo poppet attaches itself  to 
Jude, which contains a powerful enchantment that has 
allowed Ivory’s spirit to leave her corpse and go straight 
into Jude.

Monette’s doll declares that she wants to find out who 
murdered her. Her throat was cut from behind and she 
never saw her killer’s face. She insists that she won’t leave 
Jude in peace until she has this answer and the murderer 
has paid for their crime.

Jude is forced into playing the part of  a detective, which 
takes her deep into the underbelly of  Hurricane town, 
and to meet gentleman pirates, smugglers, powerful 
magicians and ghosts. She is in a race against time to find 
the murderer before she ends up entirely consumed by 
black magic.

Jazz and magic mix in this wonderfully atmospheric tale about a saxophone player who 
has to solve the gruesome murder of  the town’s most feared and revered voodoo queen.

UK Publisher: Stripes/ Little Tiger
Publication date: April 2019
Editor: Katie Jennings
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Fnished Copies

Rights Sold
Russian - Eksmo
French - Bayard
German - CBJ

Alex Bell has published several YA novels with Gollancz, Headline and Stripes Publishing. After deciding 
to use her Law degree for good, instead of  for evil, she also works as an advisor for the Citizens Advice 
Bureau. Most of  her spare time consists of  catering to the whims of  her Siamese cat.

YOUNG ADULT
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CHRISTINE PILLAINAYAGAM

Ellie Pillai is Brown

Children like Ellie Pillai grow up believing that they aren’t 
love story material, that they don’t deserve grand gestures 
or undying devotion. She isn’t the girl that boys swoon 
over, neither the girl next door type or the beautiful socialite. 
She is neither popular or unpopular, neither a geek or a 
star - she is just somewhere in the middle, mostly trying to 
hide from everyone so they don’t notice that she doesn’t 
quite fit in.

ELLIE PILLAI IS BROWN is a classic high school 
romance; a coming of  age story about a 15-year-old 
girl trying to work out who she is, just like every other 
15-year-old girl the world over - but with the additional 
layer of  being brown at a school in east England that is 
predominantly white, and how that feeds into her sense of  
identity, in a very real, very modern way. Ellie is sitting her 
GCSE’s, carefully perfecting the art of  invisibility, when 
a set of  twins arrive, turning her life, and that of  her best 
friend, upside down...

Ellie Pillai is the heroine many girls wished had existed 
when they were growing up.

For fans of  To all the Boys I’ve Loved Before, Eleanor & Park, 
and Angus Thongs & Full-Frontal Snogging..

Sex Education meets Glee meets To all the Boys I’ve Loved Before in this music-infused, laugh-
out-loud coming of  age love story.

UK Publisher: Faber & Faber
Publication date: Summer 2022
Editor: Leah Thaxton
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Unedited Manuscript

Christine Pillainayagam  grew up in Norwich in a Catholic Tamil family. She studied law and then 
traded careers to work as a marketing consultant for the likes of  Topshop and TJ Maxx. She lives in north-
east London with her husband and two sons.

YOUNG ADULT

LAUREN PRICE

A Bad Boy Stole My Bra

Imagine waking up in the middle of  the night to find your 
new neighbour dangling out of  your window. And not only 
is he dangling out of  your window, he’s also clutching your 
tattiest bra in his hand. What. The. Actual. Fudge.

When notorious bad boy and new kid on the block, Alec 
Wilde, moves in next door to Riley, sparks fly. Alec is 
everything that Riley despises – he’s cocky, obnoxious and 
annoyingly handsome – and after their ‘unconventional’ 
introduction, Riley is determined to get her own back. Alec 
picked the wrong girl’s bra to steal!

A furious prank war ensues, and it’s clear Alec has met his 
match in Riley. But behind the playful give-and-take, Riley 
is barely holding it together. Her family is struggling to cope 
after her cousin’s death, her cheating ex-boyfriend is back in 
town and maybe, just maybe, she’d like more from Alec than 
banter and practical jokes. But how can Riley get through 
to the real him when she can’t even take herself  seriously?
 

Wattpad stats:
101 million reads across the series

2.6 million votes
No.1 in romance; No.3 in humour

Lauren has 138,000 followers
Youtube trailer has over 329,000 views 

Meet Riley Greene and Alec Wilde, the Wattpad sensation that’s taken the world by storm, with 
over 101 million reads across the series and 2.6 million votes!

UK Publisher: Black & White
Publication date: August 2018
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Paperback Copies (pp. 304) 

Rights Sold
Germany - Heyne
France - Hachette
Italy - Il Castoro
Turkey - Epsilon
Indonesia - Haru

Lauren Price hails from Coventry. She has loved writing for as long as she can remember, and spent her 
childhood with her nose in a book or writing short stories. After six chapters of Bad Boy, she discovered 
Wattpad and started posting online. It rapidly became a huge motivation for her as the reads and votes 
clocked up. She is currently studing English literature at the University of  Lancaster. 

YOUNG ADULT
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JUSTIN DAVIES

Help! I Smell a Monster Series

When Alice is sent to stay with her Uncle Magnus, she soon 
realises that his job agency isn’t quite ... normal. 

It helps monsters find work that makes the most of  their 
unique talons - er, talents. Alice is shocked to discover that 
monsters are EVERYWHERE. There’s even a Cyclops 
working in the castle as a pastry chef ! 

But when he suddenly disappears, Alice smells something 
fishy. Can she and her uncle sniff out the missing monster 
before it’s too late?

These books STINK . . . of  monsters! A hilariously funny debut, perfect for fans of  Pamela 
Butchart and David Solomons.

UK Publisher: Orchard/ Hachette
Editor: Anne Marie Ryan
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Publication date: April 2019 and 
January 2020
Material: Paperback Copies (pp. 288)

Like all superheroes, Justin Davies leads a double life. In one, he flies around the world in his job as 
cabin crew, visiting all the places he found in his atlas as a boy. But instead of  a superhero cape and really 
embarrassing pants, Justin prefers to wear a big smile and a clip-on tie when he goes to work. In his other 
life, Justin lives with his husband in Scotland, where he writes books which he hopes will make you laugh. 
Although he doesn’t have super smell-ability like Alice, the hero of  his book, he reckons he can still sniff out 
the best bakery anywhere he goes!

WORLD RIGHTS TITLES

ALEX BELL

A Most Peculiar Toy Factory

The Hoggle Happy Toy Factory closed many years ago, 
amidst rumours of  strange teddy bears and peculiar 
goings-on. People say that its owner, Caractacus Hoggle, 
went insane and started making evil toys. All the town’s 
children know there is something wrong with that factory, 
even if  it has the grown-ups fooled. But then, one day, a 
new toy maker arrives. 

Ten-year-old Tess doesn’t trust the factory or its new toy 
maker one bit, but working there is the one chance she 
has to save her family’s farm, along with its beloved cows.
She therefore starts at the factory with her younger 
brother, Oliver, and some of  their cousins. The children 
quickly discover that some of  the original toys are still 
there, and that everything they’d feared about the factory 
is true. Painted clowns move when no one is watching, 
and teddy bears with no voice boxes somehow manage 
to giggle, to say nothing of  the mermaid dolls, which 
keep turning up on their shelves dripping wet, and with 
seaweed in their hair. 

When Oliver mysteriously disappears in the teddy bear 
room, Tess knows that she must do everything in her 
power to get him back quickly – or else he’ll be lost to the 
factory forever. 

A new addition to the Little Gems family, this is an easily readable title for middle grade readers 
who want a pacey scary book!

UK Publisher: Barrington Stoke
Editor: Ailsa Bathgate
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Publication Date: September 2019
Material: Paperbacl Copies (pp.120)

Alex Bell has published several YA novels with Gollancz, Headline and Stripes Publishing. The Polar Bear 
Explorers Club is her first foray into Middle Grade. After deciding to use her Law degree for good, instead 
of  for evil, she also works as an advisor for the Citizens Advice Bureau. Most of  her spare time consists of  
catering to the whims of  her Siamese cat.

WORLD RIGHTS TITLES
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