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‘Shelf Life is whip-smart, slyly heartbreaking, and I felt the truth of it 
in my bones. Franchini dissects ideas of love, dating and identity in a 
way that feels both ruthless and humane. I loved it.’ - Sophie Mackin-
tosh, author of Booker-longlisted The Water Cure 

Ruth is thirty years old. She works as a nurse in a care home and her 
fiancé has just broken up with her. The only thing she has left of him is 
their shopping list for the upcoming week. 

And so she uses that list to tell her story. Starting with six eggs, and 
working through spaghetti and strawberries, and apples and matches, 
Ruth discovers that her identity has been crafted from the people she 
serves: her patients, her friends, and, most of all, her partner of ten 
years. Without him, she needs to find out – with conditioner and single 
cream and a hell of a lot of sugar – who she is when she stands alone.   

Livia Franchini is a writer and translator from Tuscany, Italy. She has 
had short stories published and performs her work internationally.  
Livia is also an inaugural writer-in-residence of the Connecting Emerg-
ing Literary Artists project. She lives in London and is completing a PhD 
in experimental women’s writing at Goldsmiths University.  

SHELF LIFE 

Livia Franchini 
 
 
 
Publication: August 2019  
 
Format/extent: HB / 272pp 
 
Material: MS 
 
Rights sold: Mondadori (Italian) 
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A lyrical, powerful, richly textured novel about three lives lived 
across continents and centuries, and how they come to intertwine. 
 

France, 1899. The body of a young woman is pulled from the waters 
of the Seine. From beyond the grave, she will unravel the story of 
how she ended up there.  
 

Norway, 1959. A toymaker battling a tragic loss is on the cusp of a 
creation that will save countless lives. 
 

Canada, 2017. A woman suffering from a terrible disease is left con-
stantly fighting for air, swimming through the boundary between life 
and death. 
 

Moving effortlessly through time and space, the stories interweave 
in poignant and surprising ways. Ultimately, the end of one life will 
be the saviour of another’s more than a century on. 
 

Sarah Leipciger was born and raised in Canada and lives in London 
with her family, teaching creative writing to prisoners. Her short  
fiction has been shortlisted for the Asham Award, the Fish Prize and 
the Bridport Prize.  

COMING UP FOR AIR 

Sarah  

Leipciger 
 
Publication: February 2020  
 
Format/extent:  HB / 320pp 
 
Material: MS 
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 FICTION—Doubleday Ireland 

Two young Irish emigrés, Ruth and Robin, meet in London in 1996. 
 

Robin, already in love with Ruth, introduces her to his childhood 
friend, artist Joseph, a fragile, beautiful young Londoner. Ruth and 
Joseph begin a passionate affair, one ultimately destined for tragedy. 
 

Dublin, 2016. Ruth and Robin are married and living in Dublin with 
their son, Sid. After eighteen years of marriage Robin has long since 
understood that Ruth believes it was Joseph who was the great love 
of her life. Derailed by his own mother’s illness, Robin begins an 
affair with the mother of one of his pupils. Ruth, meanwhile, returns 
to London to confront her past. 
  
Midhope is a beautiful exploration of how we manage life when the 
notes and beats of our existence, so carefully arranged, begin to slip 
off the stave. It is an intimate and moving account of love, sexual and 
filial, of compromise and its cost, and of the human capacity for 
change. 
 

Hilary Fannin is a playwright and columnist for the Irish Times. This is 
her first full-length prose work. 
 
 
 

MIDHOPE 

Hilary Fannin 
 
 

Publication: February 2020 
 
Format/extent: TPB / 256pp 
 
Material: MS expected May 
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A vibrant, invigorating, and inspiring portrait of a young woman 
searching for a place to call home. 

Things you should know about me:  My name is Molly Jenson.  I’ve 
been homeless for ten years, since I was fifteen.  My favourite book is 
The Wizard of Oz.  I wish I had somewhere to call home. 

When Molly meets Luca, he is vulnerable and troubled too. But he 
has a liveliness, a bold streak, that feels fresh and exciting. He’s plan-
ning a trip across the country to discover the truth about his family. 
And so Molly decides to join him. She has long wanted to escape her 
life – and she’s been searching too, for a place that really feels like 
home.  

But it isn’t easy to leave the past behind. At every stop on their un-
usual quest she senses something behind her, the footsteps of an old 
adversary and a memory that cannot be forgotten.   

‘Truly special and original’ - Stylist, of The Things We Thought We 
Knew 

Mahsuda Snaith was an Observer New Face of Fiction in 2017. This 
is her second novel. 

HOW TO FIND HOME 

Mahsuda Snaith 
 
 

Publication: May 2019 
 
Format/extent: HB / 304pp 
 
Material: MS  
 
Option publishers: Piper (German), Corbaccio 
(Italian) 
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‘Rich in social and subcultural detail… Noon’s storytelling is assured 
and compelling’ - Guardian 

‘An ingeniously plotted and multi-layered tale’ - Independent 

‘Readable and constantly surprising’ - Spectator 

It is 1981. London is bruised by recession, social unrest and racial 
tension, and the police are at war. Anger has erupted in the Brixton 
Riots and is finding expression in protest, anarchy and punk. For     
Detective Inspector Hobbes, the battle lines are being redrawn with-
in his own ranks as right and wrong are clouded by prejudice. 

Into this mess comes a murder. A promising young singer has been 
maimed and killed and the artistry of the crime is disturbing. On the 
hunt for the killer, Hobbes begins an investigation that will lead him 
deep into a subculture hidden beneath the everyday. A cult of per-
sonality that hides from the problems of the city and escapes to a 
world of its own, a world that is at once seductive and devastating. 
How far will Hobbes have to go to learn the truth? And how many 
more must die before he does? 

Jeff Noon is the author of six acclaimed novels: Vurt, Pollen, Auto-
mated Alice, Nymphomation, Needle in the Groove and Falling Out of 
Cars. 

SLOW MOTION 

GHOSTS 

Jeff Noon 
 
Publication: January 2019 
 
Format/extent: HB / 384pp 
 
Copies available 
 
Rights sold: Brainfood (Greek), RBA (Spanish)  
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A compulsive, twisting, addictive debut thriller in the vein of M. J. 
Arlidge's Eeny Meeny from a phenomenal new talent. 
 

Four strangers are missing. Left behind in their last-known locations are 
birthday cards that read: 
 

YOU ARE ONE ~ YOUR GIFT IS THE GAME ~ DARE TO PLAY? 
 
The police aren’t worried – it’s a game, after all – but the families are 
frantic. The daughter of one of the victims persuades psychologist and 
private detective Dr Augusta Bloom to investigate. But as Dr Bloom 
delves into the lives of the missing people – their behaviours, their mo-
tives, their personalities – she finds herself questioning their very nature. 
 

Is it possible that all four victims are psychopaths? 
 

As more disappearances are reported and new birthday cards uncovered, 
Dr Bloom races to unravel the mystery, only to discover that she too is an 
unwitting participant in this game of life and death. 
 

Leona Deakin began her career as a psychologist for the West Yorkshire 
Police and now works as an occupational psychologist.  This is her debut 
thriller. 

MIND GAMES 

Leona Deakin 
 
Publication: May 2019 
 
Format/extent:  PB / 384pp 
 
Rights sold: Jota (Czech), Meulenhoff (Dutch), 
Goldmann Verlag (German), Burda (Polish), Edi-
tura RAO (Romanian), AST (Russian), PRH 
(Spanish), Panama (Turkish) 
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The second dark and twisty thriller featuring private detective and 
psychologist Dr Bloom.  
 

There is an explosion at a military ball. Eight ambulances rush the in-
jured to hospital, but only seven arrive. Major Davis is missing.  
 

Three days later he is discovered unconscious at a different hospital. 
Everyone assumes an unfortunate administrative error, but his wife 
is not convinced. She is certain that his injuries are much worse now. 
She calls Dr Augusta Bloom, who rushes to support her old friend. 
 

As Dr Bloom starts to investigate the initial explosion and the        
major’s temporary disappearance, she discovers threads of a secret 
that Davis never told his wife. When he eventually wakes up, they 
hope he might volunteer the final pieces of the puzzle.  
 

But he remembers nothing of the last five years. 
 

Leona Deakin began her career as a psychologist for the West York-
shire Police and now works as an occupational psychologist.   

BLIND SPOT 

Leona Deakin 
 
Publication: February 2020 
 
Format/extent: PB / 384 pp 
 
Material: MS expected April 
 
Option publishers: Jota (Czech), Meulenhoff 
(Dutch), Goldmann Verlag (German), Burda 
(Polish), Editura RAO (Romanian), AST (Russian), 
PRH (Spanish), Panama (Turkish) 
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‘Dark, witty and clever with painfully real character dynamics and an 
ending that made me shiver.’ - Lauren Bravo, The Pool 

Sixteen years ago best friends Nancy, Georgia and Lila did something un-
speakable. Their crime forged an unbreakable bond between them, a 
bond of silence. But now, one of them wants to talk. 
  
A crisis dinner is called; they’ve been through this before and they can do 
it again. But this time it’s different. Three women walk in to the dinner, 
but only two will leave. 
   
Murder isn’t so difficult the second time around. 
 
Told through two timelines, one ‘now’ and one ‘then’, Perfect Liars tells 
the story of a group of friends bound by their dark pasts and their des-
perate need to keep their secrets hidden from the men who love them. 
How far would you go to protect the life you’ve built? 
 
Rebecca Reid is a prolific freelance press and broadcast journalist. She 
writes regularly for Metro, Telegraph and Evening Standard and appears 
regularly on Sky News and ITV’s This Morning.  

PERFECT LIARS 

Rebecca Reid 
 
 
Publication: February 2019  
 
Format/extent:  PB / 352pp  
 
Copies available 
 
Rights sold:  Piemme (Italian), Exmo (Russian) 
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Disturbing and dark women’s fiction about destructive secrets and  
sinister lies 
 
Poppy and Drew meet unexpectedly – at least that’s what Poppy thinks – 
and fall in love. It is a whirlwind romance and they are soon married.  
 
When Drew suggests that he and Poppy don’t tell each other anything 
about their past lives, that they live only for the future they are building 
together, Poppy jumps at the chance for a fresh start. 
 
But it doesn’t take long for Poppy to see that this is a two-way deal. Drew 
is hiding something from her.  And Poppy suddenly has no idea who the 
man she has married really is, or what he might be capable of. 
 
Poppy has a secret. 
Drew has nothing to hide. 
Drew is lying. 
Which is more dangerous: a secret or a lie? 
 
Rebecca Reid is a prolific freelance press and broadcast journalist. She 
writes regularly for Metro, Telegraph and Evening Standard and appears 
regularly on Sky News and ITV’s This Morning. Truth Hurts is her second 
novel after her debut Perfect Liars. 

TRUTH HURTS 

Rebecca Reid 
 
Publication: August 2019 
 
Format / extent: PB / 352pp 
 
Material: MS  
 
Option publishers: Piemme (Italian), Exmo 
(Russian) 
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 FICTION—Doubleday 

FROM A LOW  

AND QUIET SEA 

Donal Ryan 
 
Publication: March 2018 
 
Format/extent: HB / 192 pp 
 
Rights sold: Shanghai Literature & Art (Chinese), 
Jensen & Dalgaard (Danish), Arbeiderspers (Dutch), 
Albin Michel (French), Diogenes Verlag (German), 
Aiolos (Greek), Yakin Kitabevi (Turkish), Penguin 
Books (US)  

The Man Booker-longlisted fourth novel from literary sensation Donal Ryan  
 
Set across Syria and Ireland, From a Low and Quiet Sea is Donal’s most 
ambitious, sweeping story yet - a drama of the interwoven lives of three men, 
each searching for something they have lost.  
 
Farouk has protected his wife and daughter as best he can from the war that 
has torn Syria apart. But if they flee, they will lose all they have known of 
home, all for an intangible dream of refuge in some faraway land across the 
sea. 
 
For Lampy, that faraway land is home, but he wishes it wasn’t. He has the city 
girl for a bit of fun, but she’s not Chloe, and Chloe took his heart away when 
she left him.  
 
John’s heart has always beaten to the thrill of manipulating people. But it was 
never enough. And now it’s cold – so very cold – and that heart is slowing 
down, and he’s not sure if God will listen to his pleas for forgiveness. 
 
Three men, searching for some version of home, their lives moving inexorably 
towards a reckoning that will draw them all together. 
  
Donal Ryan’s novels have all published to major acclaim. He has won the 
Guardian First Book Award, the EU Prize for Literature, and Book of the Year at 
the Irish Book Awards and has been longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize 
and twice for the Man Booker Prize. 
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 Praise for Donal Ryan 

From a Low and Quiet Sea  
*** 

‘Both deft and devastating… hard-hitting and uplifting: it serves as 
an indictment of the care industry, but also as a tribute to the way that 

humans care for one another’  - The Observer 

 

‘a superb novel, from a writer building a body of work the equal of any 
today... filled with love and righteous anger’ - The Guardian 

 

‘...brutal and beautiful, carefully crafted portraits, deep and real, tied 
together, fashioned by a true artist. I absolutely loved it’ - Kit De Waal 

 

‘The denouement, which comes in breathless bursts, is devastating’ - 
Sunday Times  

 

All We Shall Know  
*** 

Shortlisted for Novel of the Year at the Irish Book Awards 2016 
 

‘An extraordinary portrait of adultery, loneliness and betrayal . . . One of 
the finest writers working in Ireland today . . . worthy of Greek 

drama . . .  . . . in the great tradition of tragic fiction, his lonely adulteress 
coming to grief in the same shadowy spaces as Emma Bovary or Anna 

Karenina’ - The Guardian 
 

‘In a word, this book is stunning’ - The Bookseller 
 

‘A consummate artist . . . The denouement offers a satisfying element of 
redemption . . . a great writer whose steady maturation proceeds apace’  

- The Sunday Times 
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From the award-winning, bestselling author of Five Rivers Met on a 
Wooded Plain and Turning for Home comes Barney Norris’s much antici-
pated third novel.  
 
The Vanishing Hours is the story of a man and a woman who lose each 
other in their youth and find their way back together some forty years 
on, against all the odds. It’s a novel about the doors that open before us 
and close behind us, the countless consequences of each and every deci-
sion we make, and most of all, the enduring power of love.    
 

‘Norris writes beautifully, unearthing extraordinary depths in the every-
day… a memorable writer, mature beyond his years’ - Sunday Times 
 

‘Everything he writes about love, loss, grief, desolation and moments of 
hope and illumination rings absolutely true. It's the real stuff’ -     
Michael Frayn  
 

Barney Norris is an award-winning play-
wright and author. He is the Martin  
Esslin Playwright in Residence at Keble 
College, Oxford, and his stage adapt-
ation of Kazuo Ishiguro’s Remains of the 
Day will begin touring in spring 2019. 
 

THE VANISHING 

HOURS  
Barney Norris 
 
Publication: July 2019 
Format/extent: HB / 288pp 
Material: MS 
 

Rights sold: Dumont Verlag (German) 
 
Option publishers: Le Seuil (French), Vorto 
Palabra (Croat) 
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**** praise for****  
FIVE RIVERS MET ON A WOODED PLAIN 

 

‘There is [a] quality I look for, and it can’t be learned at writing classes.  

It shines out when characters are granted their complexity and hand-led 

with empathy and compassion, and it comes, I think, from being a de-

cent human being.  Judging by this tolerant and insightful debut, Norris 

has it in spades.’ - Guardian 
 

‘Brilliant and multi-layered… the author has an uncanny ability to cap-

ture even the tiniest nuances of each character.’ - The Herald 
 

“Norris writes beautifully, unearthing extraordinary depths in the    

everyday...a memorable writer, mature beyond his years.’ - Sunday Times 
 

‘Extraordinarily involving and perceptive… a picture of a society 

evoked through its injured members. A most remarkable book.’ -        

Bernard O'Donoghue 
 

‘Norris has a gift for tapping in to ordinary lives and finding the extraor-

dinary in them… emotional, compelling and thought-provoking’ - Dai-

ly Mail 

 

**** praise for****  
TURNING FOR HOME 

 

‘Courageous…memorable… it is incidental moments that remain vivid in 
memory once the book is closed, small glimpses of unsuspected inner 

lives. Such scenes carry with them Norris’s plea that we take more no-
tice of the people around us.’ - Guardian 

‘This novel firmly establishes Barney as one of the most insightful and 
attuned writers of his generation. It's a life-affirming, beautiful and 

achingly poignant book.’ - Donal Ryan 

‘Deeply moving… readers would do well to make the acquaintance of 
Barney Norris, who has the potential to become a hugely significant 

novelist in the decades ahead.’ - John Boyne 
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 FICTION—Corgi 

‘One of the freshest, funniest, most exciting new voices I’ve read for 
a long time’ - Jane Fallon 
 

Martha Ross dreams of being a singer, but she’s been working in a 
call centre for far too long. She’s separating from her husband, and 
she’s moving back home to her parents’ as a single mum, toddler in 
tow. 
 

It’s time for Martha to become the woman she’s always wanted to be. 
And at least her mum’s on hand to provide childcare – and ample 
motherly judgement, of course. 
 

In order to find everlasting love and fulfilment, Martha needs to find 
herself first. But her attempts at reinvention – from writing a definitive 
wish list of everything she wants in a new man, to half-marathons, 
business plans and meditation retreats – tend to go awry in the most 
surprising of ways…  
 

A warm, vibrant and playfully funny novel for fans of Why Mummy 
Drinks, Fiona Gibson and Lucy Vine. 
 

Charlene Allcott was born and raised in London, and now lives with 
her young son in Brighton and works part-time with young people in a 
residential care home. The Single Mum’s Wish List is her first novel. 

THE SINGLE MUM’S 

WISH LIST 

Charlene Allcott 
 

Publication: May 2019 
 
Format/extent: PB / 368pp 
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Why are we all so hostile? So quick to take offence? Truly we are 
living in the age of outrage. 

A series of apparently bewildering random murders draws amiable, 
old-school Detective Mick Matlock into a world of sex, politics, real-
ity TV and a bewildering kaleidoscope of opposing identity groups. 
Lost in a blizzard of hashtags, his already complex investigation is 
further impeded by the fact that he simply doesn’t ‘get’ a single 
thing about anything anymore. 

Meanwhile, each day another public figure confesses to having 
‘misspoken’ and prostrates themselves before the judgement of 
Twitter. Begging for forgiveness, assuring the public ‘that is not who I 
am’.  

But if nobody is who they are any more—then who the f**k are we?  

Ben Elton is a stand-up comedian, the co-writer of TV hits The Young 
Ones and Blackadder and the sole creator of The Thin Blue Line and 
Upstart Crow. He has written fifteen major bestsellers, three West 
End plays and three musicals, including global phenomenon We Will 
Rock You. He has written and directed two major films, Maybe Baby 
and Three Summers. 

IDENTITY CRISIS 

Ben Elton 
 
 

Publication: April 2019 
 
Format/extent: PB / 320pp 
 
Material: MS  
 
 

 FICTION—Bantam Press 
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The astonishing, bestselling series from the combined talents of the creator 
of Discworld, Terry Pratchett and the acclaimed SF writer, Stephen Baxter.  
 
There are worlds waiting. All it takes is one small step…  
 
Everyone remembers where they were on Step Day. It all began with an almost 
comically simple invention. A box containing some wiring, a three-way switch 
and… a potato. The prototype of a device that will change the way Mankind 
views his world for ever.  
 
And that is an understatement if ever there was one…   
 
Taking readers on a journey through an infinity of possible worlds, Terry 
Pratchett and Stephen Baxter’s bestselling Long Earth sequence is speculative 
fiction at its very best. A spectacular, immersive ride that will be delighting 
readers for many years, and many earths to come. 
 
Terry Pratchett was the acclaimed creator of the global bestselling Discworld 
series. He was the winner of multiple prizes. He died in March 2015. 
 
Stephen Baxter is one of the UK's most acclaimed writers of science fiction and 
a multi-award winner.  
 

 

 

 

THE LONG EARTH Series 

Terry Pratchett & Stephen 

Baxter 
 
Rights sold: Bertrand (Brazil), Arhont (Bulgarian), 
Talpress (Czech), Varrak (Estonian), Karisto (Finnish), 
L’atalante (French), Goldmann (German), Delta Vision 
(Hungarian), Proszynski (Polish), RH Mondadori 
(Spanish), Ithaki (Turkish), Nemira (Romanian), Exmo 
(Russian) 
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‘One of the best historical novelists writing today’ Daily Express 
‘A splendid piece of story-telling’  Allan Massie 

‘The plot is taut and gallops along… The characters are all well-
drawn and convincing, while the action sequences are exciting, 

bloody, and dramatic… a gripping tale from start to finish, and you 
will find it difficult to put down. Recommended.’  

Historical Novels Review 
 

Britain, in the late 1st century AD, and a dangerous alliance of tribes 
now stands in the way of the infamous Ninth Legion as it marches 
north. At its head rides that 'Hero of Rome' Gaius Valerius Verrens - 
pursued by intrigues and hatreds, his duty is to his emperor and to 
his men and he intends to stay alive long enough to lead them to  
victory…  
 
Hammer of Rome is fittingly the ninth in Douglas Jackson’s acclaimed 
and accomplished series of epic Roman historical novels featuring 
our hero, Gaius Valerius Verrens. 
 

HAMMER OF ROME 

Douglas Jackson 
 
Publication: September 2018 
 
Format/extent: HB / 400 pp 
 
Copies available 

 
Option Publishers: Pro Book (Bulgarian), Newton 
& Compton (Italian), Karakter (Dutch), Rebis 
(Polish) 
 

FICTION—Bantam Press 
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STEVEN ERIKSON 
 

 

Rights sold in over 20 territories 
 
‘Malazan Book of the Fallen is epic in a way Game 
of Thrones only occasionally manages to be’  
- The Telegraph 
 
‘This masterwork of the imagination may be the 
high watermark of epic fantasy’  
- Glen Cook 

Steven Erikson's debut novel, Gardens of the Moon, was shortlisted for the 
World Fantasy Award and introduced fantasy readers to his epic sequence, The 
Malazan Book of the Fallen, which has been hailed as a masterpiece.  

The international bestselling author of The Malazan Book of the Fallen has 
sold 3.5 million copies worldwide and is published in over twenty languages 
 

THE MALAZAN BOOK OF THE FALLEN Spanning ten books, 
from Gardens of the Moon (1999) to The Crippled God (2011), 
this is a landmark epic fantasy series read and loved by millions 
of fans over the world.  
Series launched in over 20 territories 
 
 
TALES OF BAUCHELAIN AND KORBAL BROACH Two collections 
of novellas set in the awe-inspiring world of the Malazan 
Empire and following the enigmatic and eccentric 
necromancers Bauchelain and Korbal Broach, who are firm fan-
favourites.  
 
Vol I, Aug 2011 | Vol II, Sept 2018 
 
THE KHARKANAS TRILOGY Erikson returns to the Malazan 
world with a dark and revelatory new epic fantasy trilogy that 
tells the tragic story of the downfall of an ancient realm. 
 
Forge of Darkness, 2013 | Fall of Light, 2017 

FICTION—Bantam Press  



 

21 

IAN C. ESSLEMONT 
 

 

The co-creator of the Steven Erikson's ex-
traordinary Malazan Empire revisits the 
world he and his friend imagined with his 
own epic series 
 
 

 

THE MALAZAN EMPIRE An epic fantasy series of eight novels, 
from Night of Knives (2007) to Assail (2013), set in the world 
of the Malazan Empire that he co-created with Steven 
Erikson.  
 
Series launched: Studio Art Line (Bulgarian), Aeroplano 
Editora (Brazil), Talpress (Czech), Tom Doherty Associates (US) 
 
 
 
THE PATH TO ASCENDANCY A new prequel epic fantasy 
sequence, taking Malazan fans back to that troubled 
continent's turbulent early history. 
Dancer’s Lament, Feb 2016 | Deadhouse Landing, Nov 2017 | 
Kellanved's Reach, Feb 2019  
 
Rights sold: Aeroplano Editora (Brazil), Talpress (Czech), Tor 
(US) 
 

Ian C. Esslemont was born in 1962 in Winnipeg, Canada. He has a degree in 
Creative Writing, and is currently working on his PhD in English Literature.  

FICTION—Bantam Press  
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THE SPIN TRILOGY 

Andrew Bannister 
 
Rights sold: Piper (German); Tor Books (US) 
 
‘Fast-paced, intelligent SF, action-packed and immer-
sive’ - Adrian Tchaikovsky  
 
‘In Bannister’s hands space opera lives on, gaudy 
and brutal and glorious’ - Stephen Baxter  

For readers of Peter F. Hamilton, Alastair Reynolds and Iain M. Banks, this is 
a blockbuster space-opera sequence set within an artificial planetary cluster 
with a turbulent past and an even more violent present…  

 
CREATION MACHINE: For hundreds of millions of years, the 
bizarre planets and stars of the Spin have been the only testament 
to the god-like engineers that created it. Now, buried in the earth 
of a ruined planet, one of their machines has been found. And it’s 
in the wrong hands…   
May 2016 | HB / 336pp  
 
IRON GODS: A green star has appeared in the cosmos and with it, 
a grave warning for the future of the Spin. For Seldyan and her 
band of escaped slaves, this is their chance to explore the worlds 
that have always been beyond their reach, while the tides of 
power are beginning to change. 
May 2017 | HB / 320pp  
 
STONE CLOCK: From a remote star system, a being has been 
observing the Spin for several lifetimes. He is Skarbo the 
Horologist and he is about to die for the very last time. His final 
destination lies across a war-torn galaxy. And there he will learn of 
the Spin’s past – and its surprising future…  
September 2018 | HB / 320pp  
 

Andrew Bannister grew up in Cornwall and studied Geology at Imperial 
College London.  

FICTION—Bantam Press 
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The essential guide to Ubuntu, the South African philosophy which 
teaches us to overcome division and be stronger together in a world 
where the wise build bridges, not walls. 
 
So how can we learn to build bridges? Ubuntu is the answer. Practising its 
wisdom in our daily lives will help us to have better conversations, make 
the most of each other’s strengths, and build resilient and rewarding re-
lationships with our partners, friends, family, and colleagues.  
 
The author, Mungi Ngomane, is the granddaughter of Desmond Tutu 
who, along with Nelson Mandela, has been one of the most passionate 
advocates of Ubuntu. In this beautiful book, she will set out fourteen les-
sons from the Rainbow Nation that form an essential toolkit for helping 
us all to live better, together. Exploring ideas of kindness and forgiveness, 
tolerance and the power of listening, Everyday Ubuntu teaches us how to 
benefit from embracing others in our daily lives. With practical lessons, 
mindful exercises and stories that recognise our common humanity and 
interdependence, it is an inspirational guide to leading a more fulfilling 
life as part of the large family to which we all belong. 
 
Mungi Ngomane is the granddaughter of Desmond Tutu and patron of 
the Tutu Foundation UK. Passionate about human rights, she has worked 
in conflict resolution and for the advancement of women and girls across 
the world.  

EVERYDAY UBUNTU 
Mungi Ngomane 
 
 
Publication:  September 2019 
 
Format/extent: HB / 204pp 
 
Material: Sample material 

NON-FICTION—Bantam Press  
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A history of the modern world through the lens of science and art 
reveals a new perspective on what that relationship contributes to 
the world around us. 

Throughout history, artists and scientists have been driven by the 
desire to experiment, but they imagine and act on the world from 
different perspectives. Their relationship has traditionally been per-
ceived as one of love and hate, fascination and revulsion, symbiotic 
but antagonistic. Art is crucial to helping us understand our science 
legacy. And science is well served by applying an artistic lens. But ex-
actly how has the ingenuity of science and technology been incorpo-
rated into artistic expression? And how has creative practice, in turn, 
stimulated innovation and technological change? 

Through stories exploring relationships between famous artworks 
and significant scientific and technological objects— from Consta-
ble’s Clouds and the chemist who measured changes in air pressure, 
to the introduction of photography and the representation of natu-
ral history in print—The Art of Invention offers a new perspective on 
how we interpret, study and explore the extraordinary word around 
us. 

Ian Blatchford and Tilly Blyth are, respectively, Director and Head of 
Collections at the Science Museum, London. 

THE ART OF  

INNOVATION 

Ian Blatchford &  

Tilly Blyth 
 
Publication:  September 2019 
 
Format/extent: HB / 320pp 
 
Material: MS expected May 
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An entertaining and thought-provoking book of  case studies with 
practical takeaways for business readers and anyone charged with 
thinking about the future of their own business. 

As Editor of WIRED UK Rowan got to know the founders of 
WhatsApp, LinkedIn, Google, Spotify, Xiaomi, Nest and Twitter. Since 
leaving the magazine he has travelled the world and met countless 
other ambitious start-ups. He's heard talk of change agents and        
co-creation gurus, ideas portals and accelerators, and all sorts more 
corporate blather.   But he's also  discovered some genuinely exciting 
and transformative innovations, often in places you might least ex-
pect. And he's come away with practical takeaways for readers look-
ing to apply these approaches immediately in their own businesses. 

From the airline that rewards passengers for walking their dog to the 
bank that performs surgery and the shoe shop that rebuilt a town, 
Non-Bullshit Innovation reports back on his global quest to find truly 
bold and visionary leaders who have recalibrated their businesses in 
radical ways so as to grow and succeed in the digital age.   

David Rowan was founding Editor-in-Chief of WIRED’s UK edition 
and is now technology columnist for The Times.  

NON-BULLSHIT  

INNOVATION 
Radical Ideas from the World’s 

Smartest Minds 

David Rowan 

Publication: May 2019 
Format/extent: HB/384pp 
Material: MS 
Rights sold: Diamond Inc (Japanese); Sam & 
Parkers (Korean) 
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An entertaining and inspiring guide to innovation from ‘Real-Life 
Iron Man’, inventor of the world’s first jet-powered flying suit 
 

Two years ago, Richard Browning  began inventing the world’s first 
‘Iron Man-like’ jet suit, the Daedalus mk1, something that until then 
wasn’t thought possible. He’s since launched Gravity Industries, a 
$20m business, with investment from the backers of Tesla. He’s 
claimed a world record,  has a Hollywood TV project in development, 
and fans including Tom Cruise, Richard Branson and James Dyson. 
 

In Taking on Gravity, Richard will distil from his inspirational story 
the principles of creativity and innovation that have made his 
achievement possible. From the importance of making an idea tan-
gible, to the benefits of dreaming big, failing quickly and questioning 
conventional wisdom.  
 

Through his extraordinary experiences of pursuing the science-
fiction dream of personal flight, Richard inspires us to pursue  
our own. We may not all be able to fly like a super hero, but with 
Richard’s insights, we can learn to think like one. 
 

Richard Browning, a former marine and city banker, receives hun-
dreds of invitations to speak global events from TEDx to ComicCon. 

TAKING ON  

GRAVITY 

Richard Browning  

 
Publication:  July 2019 
 
Format/extent: HB / 320pp 
 
Material: MS expected early April 
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Exhilarating, brave and full of wonder, Elsewhere is the story of a 
life lived in search of meaning.  

It will make you want to rush out to explore the world, to savour 
every moment and to hold close the people who bring love to our 
lives. 

From her first solo trip to Australia as a young graduate, Rosita  
Boland was hooked on adventure. Over the course of the next thirty 
years she has visited some of the most remote parts of the globe 
carrying little more than her battered rucksack and her travel diary. 

Surviving death-defying bus journeys in Pakistan, fulfilling a lifelong 
dream of visiting Antarctica and finding her wings in Bali, Elsewhere 
explores how travel and those we meet along the way can shape a 
person’s life. In a series of jaw-dropping, illuminating and sometimes 
heart-breaking essays, this is a book that celebrates the life well trav-
elled in all its messy and wondrous glory. 

Rosita Boland is a senior features writer at the Irish Times, speci-
alising in human interest stories. She was a 2009 Nieman Fellow at 
the Nieman Foundation for Journalism at Harvard University. 

ELSEWHERE  
One Woman, One  

Rucksack, One Lifetime of  

Travel 

Rosita Boland  

 
Publication:  May 2019 
 
Format/extent:  HB / 240pp 
 
Material: MS 
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The untold story of the first nomadic empire and the forging of the 
modern world. 

The people of the first nomadic empire dominated the heart of Asia 
for 400 years from the second century BC. Their rise cemented     
Chinese unity and inspired the first Great Wall. Their heirs under 
Attila the Hun helped destroy the Roman Empire. 

They became known as Xiongnu, a term passed down the centuries 
enduring today in shortened form as ‘Hun’. Outside Asia precious 
little is known of their rich history, as they left no written records but 
new evidence reframes our understanding of the indelible mark they 
left on a vast region stretching from Europe and sweeping right 
across Central Asia deep into China. 

Barbarians at the Wall traces their epic story, and shows how the no-
madic cultures of the steppes gave birth to a ‘barbarian empire’ that 
threatened the civilised order of the ancient world. 

John Man is a historian with a special interest in Asia and the nature 
of leadership. His books have been published in over twenty lan-
guages. 

BARBARIANS AT  

THE WALL 
The First Nomadic Empire and 

the Making of China 

John Man 

 
Publication:  June 2019 
 
Format/extent: HB / 320pp 
 
Material: MS 
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‘An often brilliant exploration of nearly a century of Soviet and  
post-Soviet history… highly readable, deeply informed telling of an 
ordinary, extraordinary story’ - Sunday Times 

A sweeping family memoir, stretching from the Krushchev era, the 
collapse of the Soviet Empire, through to the rise of Putin’s Russia. 

Grozny, Chechnya: 1962—Shoemaker Stanislav Suvorov was jailed 
for five years for selling his car for a profit.  On his release, the family 
moved from their comfortable home, to the harsh gulag city of Kras-
noyarsk in Siberia, to escape the stigma of his crime. 

The Suvorovs were not dissidents in the Soviet Union, nor did they 
yearn for the freedoms of the west. They strove for a comfortable 
life. But in pursuit of this aspiration they suffered imprisonment, dis-
ruption, hardship and violent death. They enjoyed the best of times 
and endured the worst of times as the Soviet system reached its  
apogee in the post-Stalin era, then crumbled around them.  

Conor O’Clery, has been foreign correspondent for the Irish Times  
in Washington, New York and Beijing. An acclaimed journalist, he 
opened the first foreign  bureau in Moscow for The Irish Times in 
1987.  He is married to Zhanna.   

THE SHOEMAKER 

AND HIS DAUGHTER 

Conor O’Clery 
 
 
Publication:  August 2018 
 
Format/extent: HB / 320pp 
 
Rights sold: Editorial Critica (Spanish) 
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The inspiring story of one man's world record-breaking adventure 
to run a marathon in every country in the world. 
 
On January 6th 2018, Nick Butter tied his laces and stepped out on 
to an icy pavement in Toronto, taking the first steps of an epic jour-
ney that would see him run 196 marathons in every one of the 
world's 196 countries. Spending almost two years on the road and 
relying on the kindness of strangers to keep him moving, Nick's odys-
sey allowed him to travel slowly, on foot, immersing himself in the 
diverse cultures and customs of his host nations. 
 
Running through capital cities and deserts, around islands, up and 
down beaches, Nick was often joined by local supporters and fellow 
runners, curious children and bemused passers-by. His conversations 
with those he meets give his journey meaning, as do the countless 
hours he spends alone, clocking miles and absorbing a sense of 
place, a state of peace, and the feeling of belonging. 
 
Nick Butter is an endurance runner, adventurer and motivational 
speaker. He has received worldwide media coverage with interviews 
and local press coverage in all the countries he visits. 
 

RUNNING THE 

WORLD 196 

Nick Butter 

 
 
Publication:  January 2020 
 
Format/extent:  TPB / 304pp 
 
Material: MS expected 
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OUR PLANET 

Alastair Fothergill & Keith 

Scholey 
 

Publication: April 2019 
 

Format/extent: HB / 320 pp 
 

Material available: Final Files 
 

Rights sold: Arab Scientific (Arabic), My House 
(Complex Chinese), Phoenix (Simp. Chinese), 
Euromedia (Czech), Kosmos (Dutch), Dunod 
(French), Dumont (German), Konyvkiado 
(Hungarian), Rizzoli (Italian), Chikuma 
(Japanese), Litera (Romanian), Ikar (Slovak), 
GeoPlaneta (Spanish), Ten Speed Press (US) 
 

A striking companion to the NETFLIX original documentary series, from the 
team that brought us Planet Earth, OUR PLANET presents a new view of the 
world, with never-before-seen visuals of extraordinary wildlife and 
environmental change 
 

Taking us across the globe’s different biological realms, OUR PLANET presents 
stunning visuals of nature's most intriguing wildlife in action, and 
environmental change on a scale that must be seen to be believed. 
 

Featuring some of the world's rarest creatures and previously unseen parts of 
the Earth, this book takes nature-lovers deep into the science of our natural 
world. Revealing the most amazing sights on Earth in unprecedented ways, 
alongside stories of the ways humans are affecting the world’s ecosystems, this 
book places itself at the forefront of global conversation as we work together 
to protect and preserve our planet. 
 

Alastair Fothergill is the award-winning producer of BBC wildlife series Life in 
the Freezer, Planet Earth, Frozen Planet, The Blue Planet and The Hunt. He has 
also directed four feature films for Disney and is the author of four books. 
 

Keith Scholey has a PhD in zoology from Bristol University and is co-founder of 
Silverback Films. He has had a long career working on factual television series 
with the BBC, Disney, Discovery and others. 
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BLACK HOLES: The Reith 

Lectures 

Stephen Hawking 
 

Publication:  May 2016 
Format/extent: PB / 64pp 
 

Rights sold: Intrinseca (Brazil), Bard (Bulgarian), 
Human Science (Simp. Chinese), Argo (Czech), 
Prometheus (Dutch), WSOY (Finnish), Flammarion 
(French), WSOY (Finnish), Rowohlt (German), Ka-
toptro (Greek), Akkord (Hungarian), Rizzoli 
(Italian), Hayakawa (Japanese), East-Asia (Korean), 
Zysk (Polish), Humanitas (Romanian), AST 
(Russian), Critica (Spanish), Alfa Basim (Turkish), 
Ballantine (US), Tre Publishing (Vietnamese) 

Stephen Hawking's BBC Reith Lectures on black holes, annotated by BBC 

Science Editor David Shukman and illustrated throughout 

 

It is said that fact is sometimes stranger than fiction, and nowhere is that more 

true than in the case of black holes. Black holes are stranger than anything 

dreamed up by science-fiction writers. 

 

In 2016 Professor Stephen Hawking delivered the BBC Reith Lectures on a 

subject that had fascinated him for decades – black holes. In these flagship 

lectures the legendary physicist argues that if we could only understand black 

holes and how they challenge the very nature of space and time, we could 

unlock the secrets of the universe. 

 

Stephen Hawking held the post of Lucasian Professor of Mathematics and 

Theoretical Physics at Cambridge – the chair held by Isaac Newton in 1663 – 

for thirty years and was director of Research for the Centre for Theoretical 

Cosmology at the University of Cambridge. He is regarded as one of the most 

brilliant theoretical physicists since Einstein. His books include the bestselling A 

Brief History of Time, Black Holes and Baby Universes and Other Essays, and 

The Universe in a Nutshell. He died on 14th March, 2018. 
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YOUNG HITLER 

Paul Ham 
 
 
Publication: November 2017 
 
Format/extent: HB / 320pp 
 
Copies available 
 
Rights sold: Penguin Random House Australia 
(ANZ), Objetiva (Brazil), Omega (Czech), 
Dioptra (Greek), Zeplin (Turkish), Pegasus (US) 

An insightful new biography of Hitler’s early life and how he was 
shaped by the First World War 
 

Young Hitler was a nobody without any academic ambitions and few 
friends. He was stubborn and strong-willed, considered eccentric 
and lacking in social skills. No one would have marked him out as a 
future leader of Germany, conqueror of Europe and exterminator of 
the Jews.  
 

So what social circumstances turned Hitler into what he became? 
How did Hitler use his war record to further his political career? How 
far did his war experience wrench an already disturbed mind in the 
direction of a violent programme of revenge, culminating in mass 
murder? In this biography Paul Ham provides some very compelling 
answers. 
 

Paul Ham is a former Sunday Times correspondent, and has a 
Master’s degree in Economic History. He is the acclaimed author of 
1914: The Year the World Ended, Sandakan and Hiroshima Nagasaki. 
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A 90s-nostalgia-filled celebration of the most famous girl band in 
history and a smart, funny look at the ways in which the generation 
who idolised those five feisty characters has benefitted from their 
feminism, their music and their zig-a-zig-ah. 
 
The words 'girl power' conjure vivid memories of short skirts and 
platform boots. But it wasn't just about the look, it was about femi-
nism. The Spice Girls gave a generation their first glimpse of the 
power of friendship, of staying true to yourself, of sheer bloody-
mindedness. And the girl power generation went on to kick-start a 
new conversation around gender equality. 
 
We may have grown up asking What Would the Spice Girls Do?, but 
their particular brand of feminism is as relevant today as it was 
twenty years ago – we still need that fun and fearlessness, we still 
need accessible and all-embracing equality… we still need a zig-a-zig-
ah. 
 
Lauren Bravo is a freelance journalist, a pop culture addict and a die-
hard   nostalgic.   

WHAT WOULD THE 

SPICE GIRLS DO? 

Lauren Bravo 
 
 
Publication:  October 2018 
 
Format/extent: HB / 208pp 
 
Copies available 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE  

EXPLODING TEETH 

Thomas Morris 
 
 

Publication: October 2018 
 

Format/extent: HB / 400pp 
 

Rights sold: Kashiwashobo (Japanese), Darkside 
(Brazil), Exmo (Russian), Dutton (US) 

This humorous collection of stories about bizarre medical treatments and 
cases offers a unique portrait of a bygone era in all its jaw-dropping 
weirdness 
 

From seventeenth-century Holland to Tsarist Russia, from rural Canada to a 
whaler in the Pacific, many are monuments to human stupidity – such as the 
sailor who swallowed dozens of penknives to amuse his shipmates, or the 
chemistry student who in 1850 arrived at a hospital in New York with his penis 
trapped inside a bottle, having unwisely decided to relieve himself into a 
vessel containing highly reactive potassium. Others demonstrate exceptional 
surgical ingenuity long before the advent of anaesthesia – such as a daring 
nineteenth-century operation to remove a metal fragment from beneath a 
conscious patient’s heart.  We also hear of the weird, often hilarious remedies 
employed by physicians of yore – from crow’s vomit to port-wine enemas – 
the hazards of such everyday objects as cucumbers and false teeth, and 
miraculous recovery from apparently terminal injuries. 
 

Blending fascinating history with lacerating wit, The Mystery of the Exploding 
Teeth will take you on a tour of some of the funniest, strangest and most 
wince-inducing corners of medical history. 
 

Thomas Morris is a writer and medical historian who was a producer for the 
BBC before leaving to write full time.  He is the  winner of the Royal Society of 
Literature Jerwood Award for non-fiction in 2015 and the author of The Matter 
of the Heart, a history of heart surgery published by The Bodley Head in 2017.   
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GOD IS DEAD 
The Rise and Fall of Frank 

Vandenbroucke, Cycling’s 

Great Wasted Talent 

Andy McGrath 
 

Publication: May 2020 
 
Format/extent: HB / 304pp 
 
Material: MS expected May 

The remarkable untold story of the cycling prodigy Frank Vandenbroucke, 
written by William Hill award-winning author Andy McGrath. 
 
They called him God. For his grace on a bicycle, for his divine talent, for his 
heavenly looks. Frank Vandenbroucke had it all, and in the late nineties he 
raced with dazzling speed and lived even faster.  
 
He won several of cycling’s most illustrious races, including Liège–Bastogne–
Liège, Paris–Nice and Ghent–Wevelgem. He enthralled a generation of cycling 
fans, but off the bike, he only had one enemy – himself. Vandenbroucke 
dabbled in nocturnal party sessions mixing sleeping pills and alcohol and 
regularly fell out with team managers. By 1999 his team had suspended him 
and this proved to be the start of a long, eventful fall from grace. Depression, a 
drug ban, addiction, car crashes, divorce and countless court appearances 
subsumed his life. He threatened his wife with a gun. He tried to commit 
suicide twice. And when police found performance-enhancing drugs at his 
house, Vandenbroucke said they were for his dog. 
 
It seemed he had finally learned from his mistakes. Then, on 12 October 2009, 
aged just 34, Vandenbroucke was found dead in a hotel room in Senegal. 
 
Andy McGrath is the managing editor of Rouleur Magazine, and won the 
William Hill Sports Book of the Year Award in 2017 for Tom Simpson: Bird on 
the Wire.  
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SAVE MONEY, 

LOSE WEIGHT 

Dr Ranj Singh 
 
 

Publication: May 2019 
 
Format/extent: TPB / 208pp 
 
Material: MS expected 

Dr Ranj Singh shows you how to tighten your belt and reduce your 
waistline with his 28-day plan. 
 
Are you keen to lose weight without spending a fortune? Do you find 
it hard to stick to a budget when you are on a diet? In Save Money, 
Lose Weight, Dr Ranj Singh brings you a 28-day plan that shows you 
how to make nutritious, calorie-controlled, budget-conscious meals 
for the whole family. 
 

As well as 80 delicious recipes, this book includes: 
 

 - Shopping lists 
 - Meal planners 
 - Tips to slash your weekly grocery bill 
 - Easy, no-cost exercise ideas 
 

Let Ranj Singh  show you how to break the cycle of habit without 
breaking the bank.  
 
Dr Ranj Singh is an NHS clinician and a co-presenter of ITV's prime-
time series Save Money: Good Health. Off-air, his work can be found 
in numerous magazines and on websites where he gives expert 
opinion and advice on a range of physical and mental health matters.  
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THE GIRL IN THE 

SHADOWS 
My Life in a Cult 

Katy Morgan-

Davies 
 
 

Publication: February 2019 
 
Format/extent: PB / 416pp 
 
Rights sold: Bastei Lubbe (German) 

The extraordinary memoir of Katy Morgan-Davies, who was held in 
captivity for three decades by an abusive London cult 
 

Born into an abusive cult in South London in 1983, Katy Morgan-
Davies spent the first thirty years of her life in a cruel and distorting 
captivity, until in 2013 she bravely engineered her escape.  
 

Raised as a ‘project’ by her Maoist father, the cult’s leader Aravinan 
Balakrishnan, Katy grew up in a suburban house where love and 
compassion were replaced with unquestioning devotion to the cult’s 
mission. She could not leave the house alone and was made to fear 
for her life and the lives of others if she rebelled. 
 
Throughout Katy’s captivity it was her love of reading – snatched 
wherever possible – that gave her hope and helped her to learn the 
truth of her oppression. And in her own writing, she found a voice 
that was otherwise denied to her. Told in her own words for the first 
time, this is a unique and captivating story of the triumph of hope. 
 

Katy Morgan-Davis now attends college, studying English and 
Maths. Every day, she relishes her freedom. 
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Based on the Instagram account with 150k followers, Dog Personali-
ties humanises our canine pals, creating  imaginative, hilarious    
backstories for some of our favourite dogs. 

Jono Yates 
 
 
 
Publication:  October 2018 
 
Format/extent:  HB / 128pp 
 
Copies available  
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Derren Brown is redefining the genre of magic for intelligent,    
modern audiences, and has become synonymous with the art of 
psychological manipulation.  

As well as being an incredible stage performer, a brilliant writer and 
a talented painter, Derren Brown is also a fantastic street photogra-
pher. Here, for the first time, is a selection of his work. 
 

‘The closest our galaxy can boast to a Jedi Master’  
- Empire Magazine 

 
***Psychological illusionist Derren Brown made his much-

anticipated US debut with the groundbreaking special The Push, now 
streaming globally on Netflix*** 

 
***Launching soon on Netflix – Sacrifice – supported by high  

profile US TV appearances*** 
 
Derren Brown has redefined the genre of magic for intelligent, mod-
ern audiences and become synonymous with the art of psychological 
manipulation. His TV shows have become must-see events, and he 
tours the UK every year with a sell-out stage show.  

MEET THE PEOPLE WITH LOVE 

Derren Brown 
 
 
 
Publication: September 2018 
 
Format/extent:  HB / 112pp 
 
Copies available 
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