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ELIZABETH BROOKS 

The Listening House 

The Listening House is a psychological mystery about a young 
woman, Freya Lyell, who is struggling to move on from her sister 
Stella’s apparent suicide. A suicide which never quite made sense.

When Freya visits the bewitching house where the tragedy 
unfolded she discovers a disturbing portrait of  Stella and meets 
the ambitious artist, Cory Byrne. 

Under the sinister eye of  Cory’s mother, Freya falls in love with 
both the house and its owner, but the more deeply she is drawn 
into their obsessive affair, the more her story seems to mirror what 
happened to her sister, several years before.

As what really might have happened to Stella slowly transpires, the 
danger of  Freya’s situation becomes clearer, but has she entangled 
herself  too deeply in the mysteries of  Byrne Hall to escape?   

UK Publisher: Transworld
US Publisher: Tin House
Publication date: July 2020
UK Editor: Suzanne Bridson
US Editor: Masie Cochran
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: November 2019

The second bewitching novel from the author of the critically-acclaimed Call of  
the Curlew

Elizabeth Brooks grew up in Chester. She graduated from Cambridge 
University with a first class degree in Classics. She lives on the Isle of  Man with 
her husband and children where she writes, paints and plays the violin.  

L ITERARY FICTION
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Our Fathers
REBECCA WAIT

Tom Baird is a haunted man 

When Tom was ten years old, his father took a shotgun and shot 
his family: his wife, his son and baby daughter, before turning the 
gun on himself. Only Tom survived.

Tom Baird is an exiled man

He left his tiny, shocked community on the island of  Skellag and 
the strained silence of  his Uncle Malcolm’s house while still a 
young boy. For twenty years he’s tried to escape his past.

Tom Baird is coming home

Without knowing how to ask, he needs answers – from his uncle, 
who should have known. From his neighbours, who think his 
father a decent man who ‘just snapped’. From the memories that 
haunt the wild landscape of  the Outer Hebrides. 

And from the silent ones who know more about what happened – 
and why – than they have ever dared admit.

By turns gripping, beautiful, devastating and tender, Our Fathers 
is a story about violence and redemption, control and love. With 
understated compassion and humour, Rebecca Wait gives a voice 
to the silenced and the silences between men of  few words.

A powerful exploration of a family murder-suicide, which interrogates the 
damaging legacy of toxic masculinity for a family and its surrounding community. 

UK Publisher: Riverrun /Hachette UK 
US Publisher: Europa Editions
Publication date: January 2020
Editor: Niamh Mulvey
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Final manuscript (pp.210)

Rights Sold
German - Kein & Aber
Italian - Edizioni E/O
Russian - Polyandria

Rebecca Wait is a writer and secondary school teacher who lives in London.  
She is the author of  the critically acclaimed novels The View on the Way Down and 
The Followers (Picador)

L ITERARY FICTION
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The Toss-Up

JAMES BAILEY 

Josh is suffering a quarter-life crisis. 

He has just broken up with his girlfriend rather spectacularly on 
New Year’s Eve with a marriage proposal that could not have 
been taken more badly. He has also lost his job and home, which 
is rather inevitable when you’re dating your boss’ daughter and 
living in your boss’ flat.

So, Josh decides to toss a coin for every decision he makes for a 
year, in an attempt to find himself  and love. He hopes that putting 
his faith in fate will change his fortune. 

But will putting the coin in charge guide him to a happy ending, 
or another dead-end? 

A Nick Hornby or David Nichols for a new generation of  readers. 

Hilariously heart-warming reading group debut about a young man who spends a 
year making life decisions with the toss of a coin...  

UK Publisher: Michael Joseph
US Publisher: William Morrow
Publication date: Autumn 2020
UK Editor: Rebecca Hilsdon 
US Editor: Tessa Woodward
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Unedited Manuscript

Rights Sold
German - Droemer Knaur
Dutch - HarperCollins
Serbian - Laguna
Hungarian - under offer 
Italian - under offer

James Bailey is a 27 year-old debut author, who read English Literature at 
King’s College, London. When not writing, he runs a walking tour in Bristol. He 
has previously worked as a showbiz journalist, and completed the Curtis Brown 
Creative Six Month Novel Writing Course.

READING GROUP FICTION
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The Paris Train
LORRAINE BROWN

Hannah and Si, a seemingly happy couple, are travelling across 
Europe after a romantic mini break in Venice to attend Si’s sister’s 
wedding in Amsterdam. But their lives are turned upside down 
when the train they’re travelling on divides in the night, sending 
Si on to Amsterdam, and Hannah over 300 miles away to Paris.
 
As Hannah tries to make it back to Si in time for the wedding, the 
secrets they’ve been keeping from each other are slowly revealed, 
leading her to question their relationship, which until now has 
always brought her what she’s always wanted: stability, consistency 
and reliability. A chance encounter with a dashing Frenchman 
forces Hannah to question how well you can ever really know 
your partner, and to ask when is it too late to change your mind?

Léo is the antithesis of  the stability Si represents, but there’s just 
something about him… He offers something no one has ever 
offered her before: he empowers her, and gives her the chance to 
be free, to follow her dreams, and to be who she really is. But is 
it all just too good to be true? Or has her serendipitous detour to 
Paris well and truly changed her path in life forever?

For readers who enjoyed Kate Eberlen’s Miss You and Beth 
O’Leary’s The Flatshare.

A debut love story about a couple who become separated on a rail journey and end 
up at different destinations. Will their journey back to each other bring them closer 
together, or pull them further apart? 

UK Publisher: On Submission
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Unedited Manuscript

Rights Sold
German - at auction

Lorraine Brown is currently one of  11 mentees chosen to be part of  Penguin 
Random House’s 2017 WriteNow programme, which aims to launch the 
careers of  writers from under-represented communities. She previously trained 
as an actress and is about to complete her final year of  a postgraduate diploma 
in psychodynamic counselling. She lives in north London with her partner and 
their 6-year-old son.

READING GROUP FICTION
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Bear Necessity

JAMES GOULD-BOURN

Film Rights optioned by Lime Pictures

Danny Malooley’s life is falling apart: he is a single parent with an 
eleven-year-old son, Will, who hasn’t spoken since the death of  his 
mother in a car crash fourteen months ago. He is being pursued 
by a mafia-like landlord who is threatening to set his henchman 
on him if  he doesn’t pay his arrears and, to make matters worse, 
he gets fired from his job on a building site. 
 
Danny needs to find money, and fast.
 
After seeing street performers in his local park apparently raking 
it in, he spends his last fiver on a smelly costume and becomes a 
dancing panda. The only problem is, Danny can’t dance. And 
the only person who can teach him is foul-mouthed pole-dancer, 
Krystal.  
 
One day, Danny spots his son being bullied in the park and rescues 
him. Will talks to him for the first time since his mother’s death, 
unaware that the panda is in fact his father. Nervous of  revealing 
his true identity in case Will stops talking to him, Danny befriends 
his son in the panda disguise. But will Danny lose his son’s newly-
found friendship and respect once he reveals who he is? And will 
Danny be able to dance his way out of  debt, or be beaten to a 
pulp before he’s had the chance to reconnect with his son? 

For fans of  About a Boy and The Silver Linings Playbook.

A sometimes funny sometimes sad, and ultimately uplifting story of a father and 
son overcoming their grief in the most unlikely of circumstances.

UK Publisher: Trapeze Books
US Publisher: Scribner
Publication: June 2020
UK Editor: Katie Brown
US Editor: Kara Watson
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Edited Manuscript  (pp. 258)

Rights Sold
Chinese - Ruyi Xinxin
Czech - Host
French - Préludes/ Livre de Poche
German - Kiepenheuer & Witsch
Italian - Mondadori
Japanese - Shogakukan
Serbian - Evro Giunti
Polish - Muza
Hungarian - Alexandra 
Norwegian - Vigmostad & Bjorke

James Gould is 36 years old and was born and raised in Stockport, 
Manchester. He graduated from the Faber academy’s six-month Write A Novel 
course in 2014, under the guidance of  Richard Skinner. James recently quit 
his job as a copywriter to focus full-time on writing. Previously, he worked for 
various landmine-clearance NGOs in Africa and the Middle East.

READING GROUP FICTION
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CAROLINE HULSE 

Like a House on Fire

George and Stella’s marriage is over. 

They can’t decide exactly when that happened (was it the coke 
can? Or that comment about Jurassic Park?), but they both agree 
that it has.
 
A couple of  months after the separation, Stella’s mother, 
Margaret “The Force of  Nature” Foy sends out invites for her 
murder mystery anniversary party - with George on the invite list. 
Stella hasn’t told her parents about the divorce, she couldn’t bring 
herself  to. 

And with her father’s business shutting down, Margaret’s recent 
cancer diagnosis, and some very odd behaviour from her older 
sister Helen, now is clearly not a good time.
 
All they have to do is make it through the day without their secret 
being discovered. And in doing so, they may find each other again 
- or see their past and future both go up in flames...

UK Publisher: Orion Books
Publication Date: April 2020
Editor: Emad Akhtar
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: October 2019

Option Publishers
Czech - Euromedia
Dutch - AW Bruna
French - Fleuve Editions
German - Aufbau
Hungarian - General Press
Israel - Aryeh Nir
Italian - Mondadori
Polish - Znak
Romanian - Corint
Russian - Polyandria
Serbian - Evro Books
Slovak - Ikar
Sweden - Printz Publishing

The witty and poignant second novel from Caroline Hulse about a family murder 
mystery party gone wrong.

Caroline Hulse spends most of  her days writing, having fulfilled her dream 
of  having a job she could do in pyjamas. She also works in Human Resources 
sometimes. She is openly competitive and loves playing board and card games. 
She can often be found in casino poker rooms, and wishes other people would 
want to play Cluedo for money. She lives with  her husband in Manchester, 
where the two are captive to the whims of  a small, controlling dog.

TV rights optioned by 
Tiger Aspect 

READING GROUP FICTION
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The Portrait of  Adie Denton

DEBORAH DELANO 

It is 1924, a small midlands town and Adie Denton is a young 
working-class woman trying to escape the hum-drum life for 
which she is destined.  Her best friend, Edward Makepeace, eggs 
her on to take a job as a ladies-maid working for Una Troubridge 
and Radclyffe Hall.  Unknown to Adie, at this point, Edward is 
homosexual. He is arrested for ‘indecent relations’ and jailed.  

Adie takes the job and embarks upon a journey of  self-discovery 
against the backdrop of  this enormously privileged ‘demi-monde’.  
Whilst serving lunch at her employers’ London home, Adie meets 
the rich female artist Gluck and a powerful attraction develops 
between them.  Gluck asks Adie to model for a portrait.  

Troubridge and Hall ‘winter’ in Paris, where much of  the action 
takes place. Gluck takes an apartment and the portrait sittings 
soon turn into a passionate love affair as Adie begins to unravel 
her complex and socially reviled sexuality.  

Upstairs Downstairs meets Gentleman Jack in this queer love story set in 1920s 
Paris, amongst the real and fabulously wealthy demi-monde. Its themes are 
sexuality, social class and exclusion. 

UK Publisher: On Submission
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited Manuscript

Deborah Delano worked until recently as the Head of  Social Sciences in a 
big Lancashire comprehensive school. She has now left her teaching post to 
concentrate full-time on writing. Deborah lives in Hebden Bridge, a lovely little 
town in the Calder Valley, with her partner. 

HISTORICAL FICTION



11

The Rain Tree

PAULA GREENLEES 

1949. Three years after the Japanese Occupation has ended, 
Miranda Lewis and her husband Gerry arrive in Singapore 
shortly after the death of  their infant son. The Malayan Peninsula 
is in a state of  instability with increasingly violent outbreaks of  
communist-led guerrilla attacks against the British.

From the outset, Miranda and Gerry’s marriage shows signs 
of  strain and Miranda is unsettled by the tumultuous political 
climate. Just as she has started to make new friends, a well-
intended act turns sour. She fails to convince those around her 
of  her innocence, which leads to her exclusion from expat society.

But an encounter with a young British medic, Nick, leads 
to Miranda volunteering at the local Mission Hospital and 
orphanage, where she begins to find purpose. When rioting 
explodes across the island, Miranda follows Nick from the hospital 
onto the burning streets where they risk their lives to help, and 
amidst the mayhem, they become close.

Hiding secrets of  his own, Gerry urges Miranda to return to 
England without him, questioning her loyalty to him as she 
supports the locals’ cause. Miranda is forced to choose between 
tradition and independence, a decision that threatens to have 
devastating consequences.

Through Miranda’s eyes the events call into question the role 
of  women, racial inequality, ambition, passion, growth and 
independence. She, like the local population, pushes against the 
boundaries of  colonialism and finds freedom she never knew 
existed.

A historical novel with a romantic thread set in 1949 Singapore, against the 
backdrop of political unrest.

UK Publisher: On Submission
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited Manuscript

Paula Greenlees has a degree in English and European Thought and 
Literature, and a MA in Writing. A section of  her work has been included in 
Matter, a Sheffield Hallam magazine, which showcases the best work of  writers 
from the MA course. Before starting the MA, Paula ran her own business for 
15 years, after a period as a teacher. Paula now lives in the Peak District, having 
lived in South East Asia, Chicago and San Francisco.  She is currently writing 
her second novel, alongside teaching a Creative Writing programme at Hughes 
Hall, Cambridge.

HISTORICAL FICTION
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People Like Us

LOUISE FEIN

Hetty Heinrich is the dutiful daughter of  a Liepzig newspaperman 
turned high ranking Nazi, keen to play her part in the glory of  the 
new Thousand Year Reich. But when she encounters Walter, a 
friend from the past, dangerous feelings are stirred. 

Confused and conflicted, Hetty doesn’t know where to turn; 
someone is watching, and no one can be trusted.  As the rising 
tide of  anti-semitism threatens to engulf  them, Hetty and Walter 
must take extreme action.  

Will the steady march of  dark forces destroy Hetty’s world, or can 
love ultimately triumph?   

People Like Us is inspired by the author’s family history, and by the 
alarming parallels she sees between the early 30s and today.  We 
hope it will appeal to fans of All the Light we Cannot See by Anthony 
Doerr, The Reader by Bernhard Schlink and The Cut Out Girl by 
Bart van Es.

Set against a backdrop of suspicion and betrayal in 1930s Germany, as the Nazi 
regime strengthens its grip on a vulnerable nation, People Like Us is a story of 
impossible love.

UK Publisher: Head of  Zeus
US Publisher: William Morrow 
Publication: May 2020
UK Editor: Hannah Smith
US Editor: Liz Stein
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited manuscript (pp. 305)

Rights Sold
Dutch - Xander
Italian - Sonzogno/Marsilio
Romanian - Nemira
Portuguese - Topseller

Louise Fein was born and brought up in London. She harboured a secret love 
of  writing from a young age, and has always preferred to live in her imagination 
rather than the real world. After a law degree, she worked in Hong Kong and 
Australia, and enjoyed travelling the world before settling down to a career in 
law and then in banking. She finally gave into the urge to write, taking an MA in 
creative writing, and embarking on her first novel, People Like Us.

Louise lives in Surrey with her husband, three children and small dog. Despite 
the mud, lack of  street lights and the wildlife who like to make an occasional 
appearance in the house, she is embracing country living. And it’s just a short 
train ride to London whenever she needs a cultural fix. Louise is currently 
working on her second novel.

HISTORICAL FICTION
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Belle Hatton has embarked upon an exciting new life far from 
home: a glamorous job as a nightclub singer in 1930s Burma, 
with a host of  sophisticated new friends and admirers. But Belle 
is haunted by a mystery from the past - a 25 year old newspaper 
clipping found in her parents’ belongings after their death, saying 
that the Hattons were leaving Rangoon after the disappearance 
of  their baby daughter, Elvira.

Belle is desperate to find out what happened to the sister she 
never knew she had - but when she starts asking questions, she 
is confronted with unsettling rumours, malicious gossip, and 
outright threats. Oliver, an attractive, easy-going American 
journalist, promises to help her, but an anonymous note tells her 
not to trust those closest to her. . .

Belle survives riots, intruders, and bomb attacks - but nothing will 
stop her in her mission to uncover the truth. Can she trust her 
growing feelings for Oliver? Is her sister really dead? And could 
there be a chance Belle might find her?

DINAH JEFFERIES

The Missing Sister
A stolen sister. A daughter determined to uncover the truth. The new novel from 
the Number One Sunday Times bestselling author of The Tea Planter’s Wife.

Dinah Jefferies was born in Malaya and moved to England at the age of  eight. She has taught Theatre Studies and English, lived 
in a ‘rock ’n roll’ commune and, more recently, been an exhibiting artist. She spent five years in a tiny mountain village in Northern 
Andalucía, where she began to write. Now living in Gloucestershire with her husband and Norfolk terrier, she writes full time, with 
time off to make tiaras and dinosaurs with her grandchildren.

UK Publisher: Viking 
US Publisher: Crown 
Publication date: March 2019
Editor: Venetia Butterfield
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.320)

Rights Sold
German - Bastei Luebbe
French - Bragelonne  
24 further territories (Rights with Penguin)

HISTORICAL FICTION
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LIZZIE PAGE 

When I was Yours 

We stand in the back of  the hall as the children troop in. Big ones, 
little ones. Straggly hair, cropped hair, curls… the adults surge 
forward to choose and soon there is just one child left, a little girl 
sitting on the floor. She is thin as a string bean and her sleeve is 
ragged and damp – like she’s been chewing it.

1939. War has broken out – hundreds of  children are evacuated 
to the countryside to keep them safe from the bombs raining 
down on the cities. Wrenched from her family in the East End 
and sent more than a hundred miles away, seven-year-old Pearl 
Posner must adapt to a new life away from everything familiar.

Vivienne didn’t ask for an evacuee child. In fact, she’s not sure 
her heart can take it. So many years, so many disappointments… 
Vivi’s ability to feel love left her the day she learned the truth 
about her husband Edmund, and when she made the worst 
decision of  her life and left her cherished sister to her fate. But like 
it or not, Pearl is here to stay, and what with the rumours about 
what’s happening to children in mainland Europe, it might be the 
last safe place for her.

As Pearl and Vivi learn how to live together, they discover that 
they have a connection that runs more deeply than they could 
ever have guessed – from before Pearl was born, and deep into 
Vivienne’s past. And will it be Pearl – the little girl who says so 
little and sees so much – who forces Vivi to finally confront what 
happened in her marriage… and to the long-lost sister she loved 
so dearly and let fall so far, just when she needed Vivi most? 

A beautiful and emotional wartime historical novel – heartbreaking, moving and 
unforgettable. Perfect for fans of Orphan Train and Before We Were Yours. 

UK Publisher: Bookouture/Hachetter
US Publisher: Grand Central
UK Publication date: April 2019
US Publication date: December 2020
Editor: Kathryn Taussig
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Edited Manuscript (pp.346)

Rights Sold
Czech - Euromedia 

Option Publishers
Dutch - Mozaiek

Lizzie Page did an MA in creative and life writing at Goldsmiths University, 
London and has a degree in Politics and International Studies from Warwick 
University.  She has also worked in marketing, teaching, copy-writing, editing 
and freelance journalism. And a long, long time ago, she wrote four erotic novels 
that were published by Black Lace: the translations of  which were very popular 
in Holland and Germany, curiously enough.

HISTORICAL FICTION
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LIZ TRENOW

Under a Wartime Sky
Based on real-life events at a top-secret wartime research station, and an invention 
that matched the more famous code-breakers of Bletchley Park in helping to win 
WW2, it’s perfect for readers of Kate Furnivall.

UK Publisher: Pan Macmillan 
US Publisher: Bookouture
Publication date: 2020
UK Editor: Caroline Hogg
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Edited Manuscript (pp. 372)

Option Publishers
German - Blanvalet
Dutch - De Fontein
Portuguese - 2020
Italian- Newton Compton
Russian - Family Leisure Club
Czech - Euromedia
Spanish - Circulo de Letores
Ukrainian - Hemiro
US - Sourcebooks

1936: The dark clouds of  war are gathering across Europe and 
the brightest minds in Britain have been brought together in a 
grand manor on the Suffolk coast. These select few have been 
tasked by Churchill to develop, in utmost secrecy, an invention 
that will help win the war and alter the course of  history.

In this tense atmosphere, an unlikely friendship develops between 
Vic, a brilliant but shy physicist and Kathleen, a cheerful local girl 
helping her mother in the kitchens. Following the news that her 
brother intends to join the RAF and fight for his country, Kath 
yearns to do her bit for the war effort. So when Vic tells her they 
are recruiting women to operate his top secret system, she makes 
a choice that will change her life forever.

As war is declared, the manor finds itself  on the frontline of  a 
ferocious battle being fought in the skies as waves of  German 
bombers set their sights on Britain. With the ever present threat 
above them, Vic battles to solve problems that threaten to 
endanger the country, and Kath is forced to make a desperate, life 
or death decision . . . 

Liz Trenow’s family have been silk weavers for nearly three hundred years, 
and she grew up in a house next to the mill which still operates today. Liz’s latest 
novel, In Love and War, was published on 25th January by Pan Macmillan. The 
Last Telegram was shortlisted for a UK national award and The Forgotten Seamstress 
was a New York Times best-seller. 

HISTORICAL FICTION



16

ELISABETH CARPENTER

The Woman Downstairs 

Can you ever really know your neighbours?

When human remains are found in a ground floor flat, the 
residents of  Nelson Heights are shocked to learn that there was a 
dead body in their building for over three years.

Sarah lives at the flat above and after the remains are found, she 
feels threatened by a stranger hanging around the building.

Laura has lived in the building for as long as she can remember, 
caring for her elderly father, though there is more to her story than 
she is letting on.

As the investigation starts to heat up, and the two women become 
more involved, it’s clear that someone isn’t telling the truth about 
what went on all those years ago...

UK Publisher: Orion
Publication date: January 2020
Editor: Harriet Bourton
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited Manuscript

A unique domestic psychological thriller based on the real-life story of Joyce 
Vincent Carol whose death went unnoticed for more than two years.

Elisabeth Carpenter lives in Preston with her family. She completed a BA in 
English Literature and Language with the Open University in 2008. Elisabeth 
was awarded a Northern Writers’ New Fiction award, and was longlisted for 
Yeovil Literary Prize (2015 and 2016) and the MsLexia Women’s Novel award 
(2015). She currently works as a book keeper.

CRIME FICTION
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HELEN COX

A Body in the Bookshop

It’s nearly Christmas in York, but it seems the season of  goodwill 
hasn’t touched everyone...

When DS Charlotte Banks is suspended from the police on 
suspicion of  assaulting a suspect in the burglary of  a local 
bookshop, librarian Kitt Hartley and her friend Evie Bowes refuse 
to believe she is guilty. But why is she being framed?

With Charlotte’s boss DI Malcolm Halloran unable to help, 
Evie decides to take matters into her own hands. Kitt takes little 
persuading to get involved too - after all, as well as Charlotte’s 
career to save, there are missing books to be found!

From the tightknit community of  York’s booksellers, to the most 
gossipy bus route in the country, Kitt and Evie leave no stone 
unturned to get at the truth behind the burglary.

Then the discovery of  a body raises the stakes even higher. 
For Evie, and now Kitt, this case is as personal as it gets. Can 
they catch the murderer in time to turn a bleak midwinter into 
something merry and bright?

UK Publisher: Quercus Books
Publication date: October 2019
Editor: Therese Keating
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Finished Copies (p. 416)

A page-turning cosy mystery set in the picturesque city of York. Perfect for fans of 
Betty Rowlands, LJ Ross and Faith Martin.

Helen Cox is a book-devouring, photo-taking, film-obsessed novelist. If  forced 
to choose one, Helen’s Mastermind specialism would be Grease 2. To this 
day, she still adheres to the Pink Lady pledge and when somebody asks her if  
she is a god she says ‘yes.’ After completing her MA in creative writing at the 
University of  York St. John Helen found work writing for a range of  magazines, 
websites and blogs as well as writing news and features for TV and radio. She 
has written three non-fiction books and founded independent film publication: 
New Empress Magazine. She currently lives in York and writes novels.

CRIME FICTION
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MATT BROLLY

The Crossing
A quiet town. A body left in plain sight on the beach. A dark secret ready to be 
revealed. The first in the gripping new crime series featuring DI Louise Blackwell .

UK Publisher: Thomas & Mercer
Publication date: February 2020
Editor: Jack Butler
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Edited Manuscript 

Matt Brolly studied law at Glasgow university, after which he completed a 
Masters in Creative Writing. He is has self-published a bestselling series of  crime 
novels called Dead Eyed, Dead Lucky, Dead Embers, and Dead Time. Matt lives in 
London with his wife and their two young children.

The victims seem innocent. But this killer knows what they did…

When a body is discovered, bled dry on a beach, the sleepy seaside 
town of  Weston-Super-Mare wakes up to a nightmare. For Detective 
Inspector Louise Blackwell, recently transferred to the town she last 
saw as a child, it’s her first case on the job.

The victim – Veronica Lloyd, an elderly volunteer at a local church—
has puncture wounds to her hands. When a priest is found killed in 
a nearby church in a similarly grisly condition it becomes clear that 
Blackwell is dealing with a righteous and bloody murderer. But the 
victims aren’t random. The killer has a vendetta and is hell-bent on 
exacting twisted revenge for a dark secret dating back years – and 
there are more murders planned.

As the body count rises, Blackwell faces a race against time to solve 
the mystery of  the murderer’s identity and put an end to the carnage. 
She thought she knew Weston, but the town holds more secrets than 
she’d ever have imagined. Who can she trust and who knows more 
than they are letting on?

She must discover the crimes that unite the victims – before it’s too 
late.

CRIME FICTION
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C.K. WILLIAMS

Flowers for the Dead

As a child, Linn played “Knock Knock, Ginger” with her best 
friends in their village: They used to ring their neighbours’ 
doorbell, ding, ding, ding, and then they ran.
 
At seventeen, Linn heard the doorbell ring one night: ding, ding, 
ding. When she opened up, all alone at night, she let in her worst 
nightmare. All she remembers is waking up with her dress torn 
off and blood running down her legs, a dried flower of  deadly 
nightshade in her hand. The culprit was never found. Linn moved 
away and did not come back.
 
At thirty-six, Linn packs her bags and leaves her husband Oliver 
and their flat in London. In her bags: a dried deadly nightshade 
flower. She returns to her parents’ old house in the Yorkshire 
Dales, at the dead end of  a dirt road, the next neighbour a mile 
away. Her childhood community failed to find the culprit, but did 
anyone know more than they let on? She is going to find out for 
herself.
 
She puts down her bags, fires up the heating, takes a bite of  her 
freshly-baked shortbread, and goes to bed.
 
That night she starts awake.
 
Someone is ringing her doorbell.
 
Ding, ding, ding.

UK Publisher: One More Chapter/
HarperCollins
Publication date: January 2020
Editor: Katie Loughnane
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: November 2019

Option Publishers
German - Blanvalet

It was just a game, until it let in her worst nightmare.

C.K. Williams has lived in the United States, Canada, Australia and Paris 
and is a regular visitor to the UK, be it North or South. When not teaching 
creative writing at Bonn University, Williams loves to cook (and bake) as well 
as to research obscure British laws pertaining to all the possibilities of  placing 
deadly mantraps on one’s property. Winner of  the European Academies’ Prize 
for Short Fiction and contributor to The New Federalist and 42 Magazine.

CRIME FICTION
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HELEN FIELDS

Perfect Kill
A new sensation in crime fiction: the sixth novel in the #1 bestselling series, 
featuring DI Luc Callanach and DCI Ava Turner.

UK Publisher: Avon
US Publisher: HarperCollins
Publication date: February 2020
Editor: Helen Huthwaite
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Proof  Copies (pp.400)

Option Publishers
Czech - Albatros
Dutch - Ambo Anthos
Estonian - Ersen
French - Marabout
German - Bastei Luebbe
Hungarian - Muvelt Nep
Italian - Newton Compton
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm
Polish - Amber
Portuguese - 2020
Swedish - Storytel
Taiwan - Marco Polo
Thai - Wara
Turkish - Salon

A former barrister, Helen Fields  now writes a Scottish set crime novels. Her 
debut novel Perfect Remains and the second in the series Perfect Prey are Amazon 
best sellers. She currently commutes between Hampshire, Scotland and 
California, and lives with her husband and three children.

He had never heard himself  scream before. It was terrifying.

Alone, trapped in the darkness and with no way out, Bart Campbell 
knows that his chances of  being found alive are slim.

Drugged and kidnapped, the realisation soon dawns that he’s been 
locked inside a shipping container far from his Edinburgh home. But 
what Bart doesn’t yet know is that he’s now heading for France where 
his unspeakable fate is already sealed…

DCI Ava Turner and DI Luc Callanach are working on separate 
cases that soon collide as it becomes clear that the men and women 
being shipped to France are being traded for women trafficked into 
Scotland.

With so many lives at stake, they face an impossible task – but there’s 
no option of  failure when Bart and so many others will soon be dead…

CRIME FICTION
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PETER LAWS 

Severed

During a communion service at a village church, the teenage son 
of  a vicar brutally attacks his father with an axe. The horrified 
congregation watch the son escape and during a frantic police search 
rumours arise that the boy was involved in devil worship. Professor 
Matt Hunter, an atheist ex-minister and expert on religion, is brought 
in to advise, yet he quickly suspects the church attack may have a far 
more complex cause.

Meanwhile, a ten-year-old boy called Ever grows up in a small 
Christian cult. The group believe they are the only true humans left 
and that the world is filled with demons called Hollows, but they’re 
working on a bizarre ritual that will bring peace and paradise to 
the world. Soon, the worlds of  Matt and Ever will collide in one 
awful, terrifying night where Matt is thrown into the frightening and 
murderous world of  religious mania.

Third title in the acclaimed Matt Hunter series of horror tinged crime thrillers.

Peter Laws is an ordained Baptist minister with a taste for the macabre. He 
writes a monthly column in The Fortean Times and also hosts the popular 
podcast and YouTube show The Flicks That Church Forgot which reviews 
thriller and horror films from a theological perspective. He regularly speaks and 
preaches at churches and events. He lives with his family in Bedfordshire.

UK Publisher: Allison & Busby
Publication date:  January 2019
Editor: Lesley Crooks
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Finished copies (pp.414)

Rights Sold
German - Bastei Luebbe

CRIME FICTION
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ROSE JAMES 

The Beginning and End of  Us

This is a story about a mysterious young woman who works at a 
coffee house on Delancey Street, New York. Nobody knows where 
she comes from, or why she makes them feel so passionately alive 
when she’s near. She dreams of  what her true purpose in the 
world will be until the day she meets a man who makes her laugh, 
yet keeps the secrets of  his heart hidden away from the world. But 
then suddenly it all falls apart…

Determined not to be broken by what happened, she makes the 
difficult decision to leave and let go, to understand who – and 
what – she is through the magic of  the world, and the people she 
meets far from home. It is a journey across continents – from the 
chilled, glassy lakes of  rural Ireland to the taste of  wild monsoon 
rain in Thailand, in the arms of  a dark-eyed artist she meets along 
the way...

But in searching the world for answers, she finds the answer to 
a question she never even knew how to ask: what lies beyond 
heartbreak, and is true happiness a person, a moment or a secret 
to unlock inside yourself ?

An unputdownable, life-affirming pilgrimage across the globe, 
filled with ordinary yet extraordinary people, The Beginning and 
End of  Us will stay with you long after you’ve turned the final page.

UK Publisher: Bookouture/ Hachette
Publication date: November 2019
Editor: Kathryn Taussig
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: October 2019

A heart-breaking, evocative and spiritual journey, full of wisdom and beauty, 
about how to find peace in every moment. Fans of The Color of Heaven series, 
The Alchemist and Where the Forest Meets the Stars will fall in love with this 
sweeping novel of self-discovery.

Rose James has been addicted to reading and writing for almost as long as 
she can remember, and is currently working towards a Creative Writing MA 
(distance learning) with Lancaster University. Rose lives in Shropshire and is 
endlessly inspired by the beautiful landscape and historical architecture. She 
loves to travel, play and write music and works as a copy-writer.

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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ISLA GORDON

A Season in the Snow

Escape to the mountains this Christmas...

Alice Bright loves her life. She has a job she adores, a devoted 
family, and friends she’d lay down her life for.

So when tragedy strikes, bringing with it Bear - a rapidly-growing 
puppy in need of  a home - it turns Alice’s whole world upside 
down. She retreats inside her flat, and inside herself, with only her 
new companion for company.

But one-bedroom London flats aren’t made for mountain dogs, 
and so Alice lets Bear push her out of  her comfort zone to his 
homeland: the mountains of  Switzerland. Could a change of  
scene in snowy serenity be just the thing to help Alice fall in love 
with life again?

UK Publisher: Sphere/ Hachette
Publication date: October 2020
Editor: Viola Hayden
Agent: Hannah Fergusson
Material: Final PDF (pp.368)

The perfect read this Christmas, promising snowy mountains, Christmas markets 
and heart-warming seasonal romance. Perfect for fans of Sarah Morgan and Heidi 
Swain.

Isla Gordon lives on the Jurassic Coast of  England with her T. rex-sized 
Bernese Mountain Dog. A Season in the Snow is her first novel, inspired by life with 
an ever-growing puppy, and when researching the book in snowy Switzerland 
she fell in love with the country. And even more in love with cheese. Isla has 
worked as a dance teacher, a manager, and an editorial assistant and can’t go a 
day without finding dog hair in her mouth.

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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MIRANDA DICKINSON

The Day We Meet Again

‘We’ll meet by the statue of  Sir John Betjeman, on the upper 
concourse of  St Pancras station, a year from today,’ he said. ‘If  
we’re meant to be together, we’ll both be there. If  we’re not, it was 
never meant to happen...”

Phoebe and Sam meet by chance at St Pancras station. Heading 
in opposite directions, both seeking their own adventures, meeting 
the love of  their lives wasn’t in the schedule. So they make a 
promise: to meet by the statue of  Sir John Betjeman in twelve 
months’ time if  they still want to be together.

But is life ever as simple as that?

This is a story of  what-ifs and maybes – and how one decision can 
change your life forever...

A heart-felt love story which already has the feel of a modern-day classic. What 
happens when you meet the right person at the wrong time?

Miranda Dickinson is a Sunday Times Bestselling novelist. Her first novel, 
Fairytale of  New York was discovered on Authonomy.com and went on to sell 
over 108,000 copies, become a bestseller in Germany and Turkey and was 
nominated for the RNA Novel of  the Year award 2010. Since then Miranda has 
become a Sunday Times Bestselling author of  four books, she has been shortlisted 
again for the RNA Novel of  the Year, this time with It Started With a Kiss, she has 
been published in seven languages and has been a bestseller in four countries. 
She’s sold over half  a million books and still can’t believe it’s all happened to 
her!

UK Publisher: HQ/ HarperCollins
Publication date: September 2019
UK editor: Manpreet Grewal
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Finished Copies (pp.384)

Rights Sold
Norway - Cappelen Damm
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ANNA BELL 

We Just Clicked

Izzy Brown wants to be an Instagram influencer more than 
anything. So when her colleague and fellow-influencer Luke 
suggests they ‘fake date’ to boost their profiles, Izzy says yes – 
against her better judgement. Now her profile tells the story of  a 
confident, glamorous thirty-something with the perfect boyfriend, 
and her follower numbers are shooting upwards. So what if  Izzy 
can’t stop bickering with Luke, his habit of  checking his quiff in 
every single mirror is driving her insane, and behind the scenes 
she’s hiding a secret heartache? Everyone tells a few fibs on social 
media, right?

But when Izzy runs into Aidan, the mysterious stranger who saved 
her the day her world fell apart two years ago, major sparks fly 
between them. Izzy’s sure she can have the online success she’s 
always dreamed of, whilst continuing to fall in love – and heal her 
heart –  in real life. After all, Aidan doesn’t use social media… 
what could possibly go wrong?

For fans of  Sophie Kinsella’s My Not-So Perfect Life, Laura Jane 
Williams’ Our Stop or Sophie Ranald’s Sorry Not Sorry.UK Publisher: HQ/ HarperCollins

Publication date: November 2019
Editor: Emily Kitchin
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: November 2019

Rights Sold
German - Droemer Knaur

Option Publishers
Portuguese - 20/20
Czech - Albatros
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm
Serbian - Laguna
Slovakian - Albatros
Romanian - RAO
Turkish - Yakamoz

A fabulously funny, feel-good novel that will make you laugh until you cry, for 
anyone who’s ever presented a perfectly-filtered life online to hide the unglamorous 
reality.

Anna Bell says she’s a hopeless romantic and loves nothing more than a good 
happy ending. The Bucket List to Mend a Broken Heart was published in 
2016 and has sold over 150,000 copies. Anna currently lives in France with her 
husband, two children and Labrador. When not chained to her laptop, she can 
be found hiking around the mountains and eating far too many treats from the 
French patisseries.

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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CATHY BRAMLEY

A Patchwork Family

Gina has been going with the flow for years - she’d rather have 
an easy life than face any conflict. She runs her childminding 
business from her cottage at the edge of  The Evergreens, a 
charming Victorian house and home to three octogenarians who 
have far too much fun for their age.

But when The Evergreens is put up for sale, Gina and the other 
residents face losing their home. To protect her business and save 
her elderly friends from eviction, Gina must make a stand and 
fight for the first time in her life.

As Gina’s ideas for saving The Evergreens get bigger and bolder, 
she starts to believe it might just be possible. The only thing is, 
does she believe in herself ?

Love, friendship and family come in all different shapes and sizes...a new book by 
the Sunday Times Bestselling author.

Cathy Bramley has had two novels in the Sunday Times Top 20 in the last 
year and is the best-selling author of  ten novels. Her writing career came as 
somewhat of  a surprise after eighteen years running her own marketing agency. 
However, she has always been an avid reader and now enjoys pairing up with 
other authors and travelling to various book events around the country. She 
lives in a Nottinghamshire village with her husband, two daughters and a dog. 
www.CathyBramleyAuthor.com @CathyBramley.

UK Publisher: Orion
Publication date: March 2020
Editor: Harriet Bourton
Agent: Hannah Ferguson 
Material: Unedited manuscript (pp. 320)

Option Publisher
German - Heyne

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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ISABELLE BROOM

One Winter Morning

Genie has been living in the shadows ever since a devastating 
tragedy took away the two souls she cared for the most. Adopted 
as a baby, she has always been content to remain in the dark 
about her past, but when she learns the whereabouts of  her birth 
mother, Genie wonders if  the time has come to finally confront 
the woman who gave her up.
 
Bonnie has never forgotten the child she left behind, and giving 
her away has cast its own shadow over her life. She has always 
known that when the time was right, she would seek out her lost 
daughter, but has she waited too long?
 
The lush, green hillsides of  New Zealand are beckoning, the 
promise of  adventure whispering down from distant mountains 
cloaked in cloud. As one woman crosses the world in search of  
answers, the other journeys back to make things right. But as both 
are about to discover, sometimes you have to lose everything in 
order to realise what matters most…

Two women, a lifetime of secrets, three extraordinary love stories.

UK Publisher: Michael Joseph 
Publication date: October 2019
Editor: Matilda MacDonald
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Final PDF (pp.393)

Option Publishers 
German - Heyne
Lithuanian - Alma Littera
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm
Polish - Amber
Spanish - Urano
Portuguese - Planeta
Hungary- Álomgyár

WOMEN’S  FICTION

Isabelle Broom was born in Cambridge nine days before the 1980s began 
and studied Media Arts at the University of  West London before starting a 
career first in local newspapers and then as a junior sub editor at heat magazine. 
When she’s not writing novels set in far-flung locations, Isabelle spends her time 
as a freelance book reviewer for magazines. 



28

Tracy Buchanan is a journalist and producer, writing and commissioning web 
content for BBC and Open University co-productions. Before this, she worked as a 
travel editor, after quitting her job as an online media expert for PR guru Matthew 
Freud.  She now lives in Milton Keynes with her husband, their daughter and their 
Jack Russell, fitting in regular jaunts abroad to sate the wanderlust she developed 
while listening to her Sri Lankan grandparents’ childhood stories.

TRACY BUCHANAN

The Family Secret
The new twisting, emotional new novel from Tracy Buchanan, author of no.1 
Kindle bestseller, My Sister’s Secret.

UK publisher: Avon 
US Publisher: Bookouture 
Publication date: September 2019
Editor: Rachel Faulkner-Wilcocks
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.448)

Option Publishers
German - Blanvalet
Danish - Flamingo
Estonian - Ersen
Hungarian - Alexandra
Italian - Newton Compton
Portuguese - Bertrand
Polish - Literackie

How far would you go to find the truth?

Since Amber lost her child ten years ago, her sole focus has been 
keeping her small business afloat. Her life seems to be on hold, 
until the morning she finds a girl on the beach outside her gift 
shop. A girl who has no shoes, no name, and no idea where she 
came from.

As a wildlife documentary maker, Gwyneth’s work has taken her 
all over the world. But when she has a terrible accident in the 
remote Scottish Highlands, she is saved by the McClusky family 
and taken into their home. However, there is more to this family 
than meets the eye, and a long-held secret is threatening to tear 
them apart…

Amber and Gwyenth are at the beginning of  a journey that will 
change each of  their lives forever.

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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CARRIE HOPE FLETCHER

In The Time We Lost

Luna Lark used to love her name, but that was before people 
started saying it differently.

I’m so sorry, Luna.
Are you alright, Luna?
Everything will be okay, Luna.

Luna doesn’t want pity, what she wants is a fresh start. Somewhere 
she can make headway on her next novel, mend her broken heart, 
and - most importantly - keep herself  to herself.

For that Luna needs the most remote place she can find: 
Ondingside, a magical little island off the wild coast of  Scotland. 
And when the town is cut off on her first night by a freak July snow 
storm it feels like fate.

But Luna soon realises that being a newcomer in a small town 
might not be the best way to blend in. People are curious about 
her - handsome, kind, coffee shop owner Beau in particular. Will 
history repeat itself  or will they have a future?UK Publisher: Sphere/ Hachette

Publication date: October 2019
Editor: Viola Hayden
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Paperback Copies (p.400)

A spell-binding love story from the Sunday Times bestselling author. 

Carrie Hope Fletcher is an actress, singer, vlogger. Carrie’s first book, All I 
Know Now, was a number 1 Sunday Times bestseller and her debut novel, On the 
Other Side, also went straight to number 1 in its first week on sale. Carrie played 
the role of  Eponine in Les Misérables at the Queen’s Theatre in London’s West 
End and received the 2014 WhatsOnStage Award for Best Takeover in a Role. 
She is currently starring as Wednesday Addams in the national UK theatre 
tour of  The Addams Family musical. Carrie lives just outside of  London with 
numerous fictional friends that she keeps on bookshelves, just in case.

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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CRESSIDA McLAUGHLIN 

The Cornish Cream Tea Bus

Baking fanatic, Charlie Quilter, is surprised when her late uncle 
bequeaths his vintage bus to her in his will. Keen to give the bus a 
new lease of  life, Charlie thinks it will be the perfect mobile café 
for afternoon tea, and when her friend, Juliette, suggests Charlie 
comes to stay with her in the picturesque Cornish village of  
Porthgolow, she’s thrilled at the chance of  a new start.

Charlie and her cute dog, Marmite, make new friends wherever 
their bus stops – except for the sexy but reclusive owner of  the 
posh spa up on the hill, Daniel Harper, who isn’t very pleased that 
her bus is parked outside his lovely hotel.

Has Charlie’s Cornish dream developed a soggy bottom? Or can 
she convince Daniel that her bus could be the start of  something 
wonderful for the little village – and for them?

Next stop, Cornwall! Hop on The Cornish Cream Tea Bus for a delicious, romantic 
adventure…

Cressida McLaughlin is the bestselling author of  uplifting, romantic books 
including The Canal Boat Café and The House of  Birds and Butterflies. She 
grew up in London surrounded by books and with a cat named after Lawrence 
of  Arabia. She studied English at the University of  East Anglia and now lives in 
the beautiful city of  Norwich with her husband David. Apart from writing, Cressy 
loves terrifying ghost stories, romantic heroes and Henry Cavill.When she isn’t 
writing, Cressy spends her spare time reading, returning to London or exploring 
the beautiful Norfolk coastline.

UK Publisher: HarperCollins 
Publication date: August 2019
Editor: Kate Bradley
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Paperback Copies (pp. 400)

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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ALI MCNAMARA

Secrets and Seashells at Rainbow Bay

Amelia is a single mother, doing her very best to look after her 
young son, Charlie - but money is tight and times are tough. When 
she first hears that she is the last descendent of  the Chesterford 
family and that she has inherited a Real-Life Castle by the sea, 
Amelia can’t quite believe her ears. But it’s true!

She soon finds that owning a castle isn’t quite the ticket to 
sorting out her money problems that she’d first hoped: she can’t 
sell, because the terms of  the ancient bequest state that any 
Chesterford who inherits the castle, must live there and work 
towards the upkeep and maintenance of  the family home. So 
ever-practical Amelia decides to uproot her little family and move 
to this magnificent castle by the sea.

Living in a castle on the beautiful Northumberland coast is 
fun at first, but organising the day-to-day running is a lot more 
complicated than Amelia first imagined. Luckily she has help 
from the small band of  eccentric and unconventional staff that 
are already employed there - and a mysterious unseen hand that 
often gives her a push in the right direction just when she needs 
it most. It’s only when she meets Tom, a furniture restorer who 
comes to the castle to help repair some antique furniture, that 
Amelia realises she might get the fairy-tale ending that she and 
Charlie truly deserve...

The sun is shining on the golden castle on Rainbow Bay - and change is in the air!

Ali McNamara’s debut novel From Notting Hill with Love…Actually was 
published in 2010 to much acclaim and became an instant bestseller. She has 
since written eight further novels with her most recent, Daisy’s Vintage Cornish 
Camper Van, making it into The Bookseller’s Top 20, selling over 35,000 copies to 
date. www.alimcnamara.co.uk

UK Publisher: Sphere 
Publication date: June 2019
Editor: Maddie West
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Paperback Copies (pp. 368)

Option Publishers
German - Goldmann
Italian - Newton Compton

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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VICTORIA WALTERS

Coming Home to Glendale Hall

No matter how far you go, home is where the heart is...

Beth Williams hasn’t been home for ten years. After falling 
pregnant at sixteen, she ran away from the imposing Scottish 
estate where she grew up rather than risk her family’s disapproval, 
working hard to build a life for herself  and daughter Isabelle - but 
now she’s finally returning to Glendale Hall.

As Beth tries to mend her broken family ties, and fights to bring 
the community of  Glendale back together, she realises that 
the story she has told herself  for a decade might well be a very 
different one from the truth. Even though she ran from Glendale 
it has never left her heart. And, she soon realises, neither has 
Drew – Beth’s first love.

Will Beth be able to forgive her mother and grandmother (and 
herself) for what happened ten years ago? What will Drew say 
when he discovers the secret she’s been keeping from him for so 
long? Can a festive trail bring the village back together?

Will Christmas work its magic on Glendale - or will Beth be forced 
to run away from it all over again? 

A charming, uplifting novel that will warm your heart – the perfect read to curl
up with this autumn. Fans of Trisha Ashley, Debbie Johnson and Cathy Bramley
will love this gorgeously romantic read.

UK Publisher: Hera
Publication: September 2019
UK editor: Keshini Naidoo
Agent: Hannah Ferguson 
Material: Final PDF (pp.384)

Victoria Walters writes up-lifting and inspiring stories. She’s the author of  
two novels, The Second Love of  my Life, and Summer at the Kindess Cafe. She has been 
chosen for WHSmith Fresh Talent and shortlisted for an RNA award. Victoria 
was also picked as an Amazon Rising Star, and her books have won wide reader 
acclaim.  As well as being an author, Victoria also works as a Waterstones 
bookseller. She lives in Surrey with her cat Harry (named after Harry Potter), 
and loves books, clothes, music, going out for tea and cake, and posting photos 
on Instagram. 

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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LAURA ZIEPE

The Morning After the Wedding Before

Holly and Kim are two busy mums to young children, and when 
the chance arises to attend their friend Emma’s wedding in Las 
Vegas, they grab it with both hands!  It’s every bit as enticing and 
exciting as they’d ever imagined…
 
Holly, a single mum needs this break away more than anything 
when her ex announces he’s met someone new.  Holly isn’t sure 
she believes in the fairytale ending and she’s certainly not looking 
for love, but when she meets the gorgeous Max she finds him hard 
to resist.  Is he the guy that will change her mind?
 
Kim’s changed since becoming a mother.  Once flirtatious, wild 
and carefree she’s now the sensible, mature one.  When she 
arrives in Vegas though, she’s reminded of  her youth but is also 
confronted with some secrets from her past she promised herself  
she’d locked away forever.  Will she lose her life as she knows it if  
she comes clean?
 
Emma leads an enviable lifestyle; a handsome fiancé, a new 
slender figure and an Instagram account with nearly half  a million 
followers.  She gets paid to simply post an image of  herself.  But 
the more time Holly and Kim spend with Emma helping with 
her wedding plans, the more they begin to question; Is everything 
really as perfect in Emma’s life as it seems?

A fantastically feel-good, laugh-out-loud romantic comedy, perfect for fans of 
Lindsey Kelk, Kat French and Tracy Bloom.

UK Publisher: HarperCollins HQ 
Publication: June 2019
UK editor: Charlotte Mursell
Agent: Hannah Ferguson 
Material: Final PDF (pp. 384)

Option Publishers
French - Bragelonne
Norwegian - Bladkompaniet

Laura Ziepe was born in 1983 and was writing stories from the early age 
of  eight. Knowing she wanted to be an author, she studied Professional and 
Creative writing at St Mary’s University and graduated in 2006. Laura currently 
lives in Essex with her husband, children and dogs.

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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PAUL BRADDON

The Actuality

England a hundred years in the future is a squalid broken-down 
land in which technology has lurched forward and then all but 
seized up.
 
Hidden away on the top floor of  a London high-rise is Evie, 
an almost perfect manifestation of  AI and bioengineering. She 
is bored and lonely but fulfils a purpose and most importantly 
has been kept safe … until that is, the dark and dangerous world 
below comes crashing in.
 
The Actuality is a powerful, atmospheric journey into a possible 
future in which the brilliant Evie - curious, soulful and aware of  
her limitations - forces us to question the essence of  what it is to 
be human.

A deeply atmospheric piece of speculative literary fiction and cautionary tale of 
friendship, love and advanced bio-engineering one hundred years from now. 

Paul Braddon lives in London with wife Mary and son Thomas. That writing 
could be a joy rather than a chore first struck Paul when as an unworldly sixteen 
year old he entered an essay competition and astounded himself, and everyone 
else, by coming away with a prize. Up to that point, he had only had teachers who 
had done their best to make the matter of  putting one word in front of  another as 
dull as humanly possible, but now with a modest success under his belt he felt set 
for rapid literary fame, and a degree in English Literature was the natural choice 
to ensure that happened. Such a shame that three years of  Wordsworth, Dickens 
and the major works of  Shakespeare wasn’t to be in itself  enough…

UK Publisher: Sandstone Press 
Publication date: July 2020
Editor: Kay Farrell 
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Edited Manuscript (pp.279)

SPECULATIVE FICTION
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Non-Fiction Titles
HigHligHts

sTaUnch by eleanor wood - page 38

The Girl from nowhere by eliska Tanzer - page 39

every BreaTh yoU Take by mark broomField - page 42

The world Before Us by Tom HigHam- page 43

This morTal coil by andrew doig - page 44

slow livinG by beTH kempTon - page 49
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The Road to My Daughter

ELISABETH SPENCER PARRY

The Road To My Daughter is the story of  Elisabeth’s experiences as 
the mother of  a transgender child. Her daughter, Milly, came out 
as trans when she was 21, finally undergoing sex-reassignment 
surgery in Bangkok last year at the age of  24. The book explores 
Elisabeth’s emotional journey over the course of  her daughter’s 
life, as she struggles firstly with the mystery of  Milly’s constant 
unhappiness, then with the revelation of  her coming out, through 
a sense of  bereavement, bewilderment and guilt, culminating in 
her determination to help her child become her true self.

The Road to My Daughter is both compelling and timely, as well 
as a thoughtful reflection on trans issues. Elisabeth’s narrative 
illuminates what it really means to be the parent of  a transgender 
child, how it feels to witness the physical and mental processes of  
transitioning, and the realities behind embarking on this journey 
together. Her intention is to provide a constructive, nuanced, and 
compassionate voice in the trans debate. The final chapter of  
the memoir is a deeply moving meditation on the journey and 
transformation that’s taken place in her life and its more profound 
implications.

Although there are various trans memoirs, to our knowledge there 
is nothing available written from a parent’s viewpoint. There is a 
widespread fascination in the topic, as well as a shocking level of  
misinformation. In addition to the trans community and parents 
whose own children are transitioning, there is a large general 
audience for this book, as it explores current and discussion-
worthy issues reflected through the prism of  family life. 

A poignant and timely memoir of the transgender journey told from the perspective 
of the parent.

UK Publisher: On UK Submission
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Proposal & Sample

Elisabeth Spencer Parry is a musician and writer. She has performed in 
opera, ballet and symphony orchestras, and gives masterclasses around the 
world. Until now, her writing has been largely linked to her musical life, in 
the form of  articles, reviews, and introductions to editions. Elisabeth lives in 
Oxfordshire but is a passionate traveller, both for work and pleasure.
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JULIA PARRY 

The Box of  Letters
Four Versions of  an Affair

The Box of  Letters tells the story of  a literary love triangle, in which 
the 1930s novelist, Elizabeth Bowen, is a pivotal player. 

The other two characters are the scholars Humphry and Madeline 
House, the author’s grandparents. Part literary biography, part 
family memoir, part social history, the book deals with the initial 
affair between Bowen and Humphry House and its unexpected 
consequences – in the work of  Elizabeth Bowen, in the lives of  the 
protagonists, and in successive generations of  Julia Parry’s family. 
Using unpublished correspondence, Julia set out to discover the 
truth of  the affair, this episode that casts a shadow across her 
family’s past.

The Box of  Letters has already received glowing endorsements from 
the novelists Sarah Waters and Alan Hollinghurst (included in the 
proposal), and Bowen’s novels (reissued as Vintage Classics in the 
UK and by Knopf  in the US) continue to receive critical and 
scholarly interest here and Stateside.

The fascination story of a literary triangle with Elizabeth Bowen at its epicentre. 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
   
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

              THE BOX OF LETTERS 
                         FOUR VERSIONS OF AN AFFAIR 
 

                                        JULIA  PARRY 
 
 

                    “A fascinating and moving portrait of love, loyalty and infidelity.”  
                                                          SARAH WATERS 
 
                             “A riveting case-history in the ethics of biography itself.” 
                                                 ALAN HOLLINGHURST 

 

UK Publisher:  Duckworth Press
Editor: Matt Casbourne 
Publication: TBC
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited manuscript (pp.237)

Julia Parry was brought up in West Africa, educated at St Andrews and 
Oxford, she now divides her time between London and Madrid. She teaches 
English literature and has worked as a writer and a photographer for The 
Guardian and the Times Educational Supplement amongst other publications.
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ELEANOR WOOD

Staunch

Living alone for the first time since breaking up with her Musician 
Boyfriend (and Photographer Boyfriend, and Hairdresser 
Boyfriend), Ellie spends her evenings scrolling through Tinder 
while drinking heavily, catastrophising with her girlfriends on the 
phone for three hours at a time while drinking heavily, going to 
yoga classes with terrible hangovers, worrying about her overdraft, 
then having another cocktail ‘to cheer herself  up’.

In 1947, her great-grandmother Dolly had to flee her home in 
India with four teenage children and a two-year-old, while eight 
months pregnant. They came to the UK by boat, a trip that took 
over a month, arriving in Glasgow in January. None of  them 
owned a coat and they were, essentially, homeless. Dolly, Ellie’s 
grandmother and her great-aunts all told this story like it was no 
big deal. Ellie has complained more about a bad haircut than they 
ever have about their circumstances.

In 2018, Ellie travelled to India with her grandmother and two 
of  her great-aunts, to find out more about their lives and their 
family history – and learn some lessons on the way that she could 
apply to her own life. Plus, hopefully, get a tan, do yoga every 
day and maybe snog some hot hippie guy on the beach, while 
documenting all of  the above on Instagram stories.

These sorts of  books are always referred to as ‘funny, warm and 
wise’ – this is hilarious, hot and utterly unwise, but trying very 
hard to learn from the women who know better.

What are you supposed to do when you’re getting too old to be the cool girl any 
more, but life hasn’t settled down the way you assumed it would?  The life of an 
ageing rock chick/hipster/manic pixie dream girl is a tough one. This is Eat Pray 
Love for millenials. 

UK Publisher:  HarperCollins HQ
Editor: Rachel Kenny
Publication: May 2020
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: November 2019

Eleanor Wood is the author of  YA novels Becoming Betty and My Secret Rockstar 
Boyfriend (Macmillan Children’s Books). Her work has been published in various 
magazines and on websites, most recently Elle magazine. Her erstwhile lo-fi 
fanzine, Shocking Blues and Mean Reds, won praise from the Independent, 
Lauren Laverne, and Marmalade magazine, among others. She lives in 
Brighton, blogs about music (among other things), has a Leonard Cohen tattoo 
and would like to get a cat, but isn’t sure she can handle the commitment.
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The Girl From Nowhere
It’s not the journey that defines you, it’s the dream that guides you  

ELISKA TANZER

Eliška was born in the 1990s into an isolated, poverty-stricken 
Gypsy ghetto in Eastern Slovakia. Her mother was just thirteen 
when she gave birth and already heavily involved in the family 
business of  prostitution. Her father, ironically, is a Nazi-
sympathiser from Germany. 
 
At thirteen, Eliška was trafficked to the UK. In between working 
many jobs, some more savoury than others, Eliška secured the 
education she’d been promised. Just as things were looking up - 
she had just been offered a place to study Creative Writing at 
university - the unthinkable happened: she was brutally gang-
raped and left for dead. How could this have happened in 
England, the place she had come to escape this kind of  danger? 
 
After a period of  depression, Eliška picked herself  up. She 
completed her degree and came to write her powerful memoir, 
giving us incredible insight into a world few of  us will ever know, 
and touching on many timely issues from racial discrimination, 
to sexual violence, to how the cultures into which we are born 
define us (or not). 
 
Eliška is keen to point out that she never wants to use her culture 
as an excuse for anything that’s happened in her life - she owns 
her flaws and mistakes as well as her successes. 

Powerful and inspirational memoir of a young woman born in a Gypsy ghetto in 
Eastern Slovakia. Comparison titles are Educated by Tara Westover and Shame 
by Jasvinder Sanghera. 

UK Publisher: Mirror Books
Publication date: June 2020
Editor: Ajda Vucicevic
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: November 2019

Eliška Tanzer has been published in two anthologies: Wicked Young Writers 
Anthology 2015, with an early draft of  the first chapter of  her memoir, and 
Electric Reads Young Writers 2015 with a different (fiction) project entitled 
Courtesan Cartel. She has written a number of  articles for online publications 
such as Sister-Hood.org: ‘White-Washed by Brown Hands’ (2017), ‘Habibi 
Ya Nour El Ain… Unless You’re a Dark-Skinned Arab’ (2019); for Media-
Diversified.org: ‘Race Rewritten; Brown Gypsy Erasure In English Media’ 
(2019); for Gal-Dem.com: ‘Bastardising the Bindi’ (2017). She has also been 
published in the annual Gal-Dem print magazine for the past two years.
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When I Had A Little Sister
The Story of  a Farming Family who Never Spoke

CATHERINE SIMPSON

In 2013, Catherine Simpson’s younger sister, Tricia, committed 
suicide. Tricia was 46 and had been stalked by depression all her 
life. Yet mental illness was a taboo subject within the family; in 
their reticence, Tricia was described as ‘moody or ‘difficult’, not 
ill.
 
After Tricia died Catherine found she had kept a lifetime of  
diaries. Through these, Catherine was able to explore the history 
of  her sister’s suicide and gain greater insight into an illness which 
affects so many. 
 
In When I had a Little Sister, Catherine takes a hard, wry look at how 
death and other difficult subjects were handled in her family and 
families like hers. It also gives us a fascinating insight into the last 
three generations of  a Lancashire farming family and a way of  
life which has now all but disappeared.

Extraorindary memoir about a woman’s lifelong battle with depression, her 
suicide, and her family’s inability to discuss mental illness, with echoes of The 
Last Act of  Love by Cathy Rentzenbrink and History of  a Suicide by Jill Bialosky.

UK Publisher: 4th Estate
Publication date: February 2019
Editor: Helen Garnons-Williams
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Hardback Copies (pp.372) 

Catherine Simpson’s debut novel, Truestory (Sandstone Press, 2015), won 
her a Scottish Book Trust New Writer’s Award. Her short stories and poems 
have been published in Gutter, Grind and New Writing Scotland and other 
publications and performed at festivals including Edinburgh International Book 
Festival, Aye Write!, Dundee Literary Festival and many others. Catherine was 
Writer in Residence 2016/17 for CoastWord Festival, received a Hawthornden 
Fellowship in 2016 and is currently Creative Writing Fellow Tyne & Esk Writers. 
She runs creative writing workshops and has mentored young writers for the 
Scottish Book Trust. Born and brought up on a Lancashire farm, Catherine 
now lives in Edinburgh.
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The Third Great Kingdom 
The Fascinating World of  Fungi

DANIEL BUTLER 

After plants and animals, fungi comprise the natural world’s 
third great ‘kingdom’ with a miles-wide honey fungus in Oregon 
constituting the largest single organism in the world. Yet fungi are 
poorly understood and most people’s knowledge of  the hundreds 
of  thousands of  fungal species is limited to a handful of  edible 
mushrooms and a deep-rooted suspicion of  ‘toadstools’.

But mushrooms are far more than just a food source or a deadly 
threat. They exist in almost every facet of  our lives and amongst 
the myriad of  species there lurk exciting solutions for many of  
today’s most pressing issues, be these dietary, medical, pollution 
management, biodegradable packaging or even building 
materials.

Concerns about the environment and the plethora of  survival 
experts and celebrity chefs have seen an explosion of  interest in 
healthy local food. In turn, this has led to a surge of  interest in 
wild foods and foraging, particularly for fungi, not least because 
almost none of  the most delicious species can be cultivated. 

The chapters follow the months of  the year, with each featuring 
mushrooms that can be found during that month, and each essay 
devoted to an aspect of  the fungal kingdom – covering topics such 
as toxicity, value, reproduction, pharmacology and medicine, 
cultural attitudes, folklore and mythology, and even how they’ve 
funded wars, to give the reader a rounded introduction to this 
incredible species. 

A sweeping exploration of the world of fungi and how they affect nearly every 
aspect of our lives.

UK Publisher: On UK Submission
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Proposal

Daniel Butler was born in Oxford to academic parents and read history at 
Cambridge before becoming a freelance writer in 1989, specialising in rural and 
environmental issues with clients ranging from Country Living, The Telegraph, 
The Guardian, The Daily Mail, The BBC and Channel 4. He has been a Royal 
Literary Fund visiting fellow at Aberystwyth University. Since 1996 he has led 
mushroom safaris in Mid-Wales every autumn and has written extensively on 
the subject (including Fungi Forays, New Holland 2008). Outside the main 
mushroom season, his particular passions are birds of  prey, forestry and farming.
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Every Breath You Take
A User’s Guide to the Atmosphere

MARK BROOMFIELD

Every Breath You Take starts with the air on a remote planet, four 
hundred million million kilometres away, and comes closer and 
closer to home.  We visit the weird atmospheres in our solar 
system, and zoom in to find out how life-changing our atmosphere 
is for our world, our cities, streets, homes and our own bodies.
 
From the price of  your house to butterflies and bogs, from public 
relations nightmares to headline news, from holes in the ozone 
layer to disappearing gases, from the French Revolution to the 
future of  the planet, from sniffing to sneezing via seven million 
mysterious deaths each year, The Atmosphere: A Breather’s 
Guide mixes personal stories, current science and Mark’s own 
experiences to give you the low down on what’s up high.
 
The future of  the air that we breathe has never been more 
important.  Air pollution is headline news around the world, 
as we finally get to grips with how bad pollution is for us.  Yet 
the amount of  pollution in the air you breathe weighs about as 
much as a paper clip spread through the Albert Hall.  How can 
such a tiny amount of  stuff have such a dramatic effect?  Will our 
grandchildren still have an atmosphere worth breathing?  Why 
are pollution levels so much higher in the industrial cities of  India 
and China – and what are the prospects for improvement?  How 
do we measure air pollution and what on earth is an odour panel?  
Should you buy, hold on to, or avoid a diesel car?  And who can 
be trusted to give you the truth about what’s in the atmosphere?  
Read this book to find out.

You breathe in and out every few seconds, whether you like it or not. But what’s in 
the air that you breathe?  This new book from air quality specialist and full-time 
breather Dr Mark Broomfield will tell you everything you need to know.  

UK Publisher:  Duckworth Press
US Publisher:  Pegasus Books
Publication: July 2019
Editor: Abbie Headon
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Final copies (p. 320)

Rights Sold
Spain - RBA Libros

Mark Broomfield is a professional environmental consultant specialising in 
air pollution and air quality management. He has a BA in chemistry from the 
University of  Cambridge, and a PhD in atmospheric chemistry, and has worked 
as an air quality specialist consultant since 1992, mainly within the consultancy 
sector and also as an industry specialist at ICI.  
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The World Before Us 

TOM HIGHAM

40,000 years ago, we were not the only species of  humans in 
the world. There were at least four others that we know of, and 
three of  these have only become known to us in the last twenty 
years. These included the Neanderthals, our close cousins, who 
occupied Europe and the Near East and parts of  Eurasia, and 
the enigmatic ‘Hobbits’, Homo floresiensis from the island of  Flores, 
discovered in 2003. In April 2019, Homo luzonesis was added 
to the list, a hominin found in the Philippines, and even more 
diminutive than the Hobbits at less than four feet high. Finally, 
another addition to our human family – the focus of  this book - 
was discovered in 2010 and only exists in physical form at the site 
of  Denisova Cave in Siberia. The book will also explore whether a 
fifth species, Homo erectus, might also have survived into this period. 

40,000 years ago, the world was a veritable ‘Middle Earth’. The 
human family was ‘we’ rather than just ‘us’
 
The World Before Us will take us on the extraordinary journey that 
scientists have undertaken to make these discoveries, with the 
focus on Denisovans identified from tiny fragments of  bone and 
teeth from a cave in Siberia. It delves into the cutting edge science, 
research and techniques that have transformed our understanding 
of  the human story and gives us a fascinating insight into what 
it’s like to be a leading scientist at the forefront of  these world-
changing discoveries. 

This is the story of  us, told for the first time, with its full 
cast of  characters. 

The category-killer book on the period some 40,000 years ago when not just us, but 
a number of human sub-species roamed the world. 

UK Publisher: Viking Press
Publication: Spring 2021
Editor: Daniel Crewe
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Proposal 

Tom Higham is Professor of  Archaeological Science at the internationally renowned Research Laboratory for Archaeology and 
the History of  Art, at the University of  Oxford. He is Director of  the Oxford Radiocarbon Accelerator Unit and for the last fifteen 
years he has undertaken major research programmes into the period known as the Middle to Upper Palaeolithic transition. He is a 
member of  the team working at Denisova cave and with colleagues has worked to build the chronological sequence that dates the 
deep layers in the site. Tom has published more than 100 scientific papers and two of  his refereed journal articles have won prizes. 
He has held a prestigious ERC Advanced Investigator Award to fund research into dating the movement of  anatomically modern 
humans into Eurasia. He is an Honorary Fellow of  the Royal Society of  New Zealand. 
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This Mortal Coil: 
The History and Future of  Death

ANDREW DOIG

Dementia, heart failure and cancer are now the leading causes 
of  death in the Western World, but this is only a very recent 
phenomenon. In contrast, 100 years ago life expectancy was 
about 50 and people died mainly from infectious diseases, like 
tuberculosis, influenza and pneumonia. In the Middle Ages, it 
was from famine, plague, childbirth and war. In the Palaeolithic 
period, where our species spent 95% of  its time, we frequently 
died from violence and accidents. The reasons why people die 
were very different in the past. Why is this? Why don’t we die from 
murder, plague, scurvy or smallpox any more? There has been no 
famine in the UK for 250 years. Why not? Why are heart attacks, 
Alzheimer’s and cancer so prevalent now and will they remain 
the leading causes of  death? Why People Die will answer these 
questions and many more. 

The book is full of  heroes, people who fought against conventional 
understanding and conservatism to change the world for the 
better. These include: John Snow, who proved that cholera is 
caused by infected water, rather than air; Ignaz Semmelweis, who 
showed that doctors with contaminated hands were killing new 
mothers; Lady Montagu, who introduced inoculation to England 
from Turkey to prevent smallpox; and William Duncan, who 
cleared the filthy and over-crowded slums of  Liverpool, where life 
expectancy had been just 15.

The book is especially timely, as rapid recent advances in DNA 
sequencing are revolutionising our understanding of  human 
genetics, and the evolution and spread of  disease-causing 
organisms. We will look to the future, explaining how new medical 
advances are set to cure many present-day causes of  death.

An exploration of how we died in the past, the reasons we die now and how our 
causes of death are about to profoundly change. For fans of Sapiens and Guns, 
Germs and Steel.

UK Publisher: On UK Submission
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Proposal

Andrew J. Doig is Professor of  Biochemistry at the University of  Manchester. 
He studied Natural Science and Chemistry at the University of  Cambridge, 
and Biochemistry at Stanford University Medical School. He became a 
lecturer in Manchester in 1994, where he has been ever since. His research is 
on computational biology, neuroscience, dementia, developmental biology and 
proteins. He has a major interest in Alzheimer’s Disease, Parkinson’s Disease 
and diabetes. He has over 100 publications, collectively cited over 6000 times.
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Kabbalah 
Secrecy, Scandal and the Soul

HARRY FREEDMAN

Kabbalah was never meant to be fashionable. Its earliest 
exponents; deeply mystical, other-worldly Jews, studying in 
closed, secretive groups, in twelfth century Provence would have 
been amazed, and probably horrified, to hear how far and wide 
their doctrine has spread and how universal it has become.

This book tells the story of  Kabbalah from its earliest origins until 
the present day. We trace Kabbalah’s development, from the 2nd 
century visionaries who visited the divine realms and brought 
back tales of  their glories and splendours, through the unexpected 
arrival of  a book in Spain that appeared to have lain unconcealed 
for over a thousand years, and on to the mystical city of  Safed 
where souls could be read and the history of  heaven was an open 
book.

Kabbalah’s Christian counterpart, Cabala, emerged during the 
Renaissance, becoming allied to magic, alchemy and the occult 
sciences. A kabbalistic heresy tore apart seventeenth century 
Jewish communities while closer to our time Aleister Crowley 
hijacked it to proclaim ‘Do What Thou Wilt’.  Kabbalah became 
fashionable in the late 1960s in the wake of  the hippy counter-
culture and with the approach of  the new age, and enjoyed its 
share of  fame, scandal and disrepute as the twenty first century 
dawned.

This concise, readable and thoughtful history of  Kabbalah tells its 
story as it has never been told before. It demands no knowledge 
of  Kabbalah, just an interest in asking the questions ‘why?’ and 
‘how?’    

A concise, readable and thoughtful history of Kabbalah, from its ancient origins to 
the present day. 

UK Publisher: Bloomsbury Publishing
Publication date: January 2019
Editor: Robin Baird-Smith
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Hardback Copies (pp. 278)

Rights Sold:
Italian - Bollati Boringhieri Editore

Harry Freedman is the author of  The Talmud: A Biography and The Murderous 
History of  Bible Translations, both published by Bloomsbury. He has a PhD on 
an Aramaic translation of  the Bible. He writes articles on academic topics and 
social issues, and contributes to books as well as writing his own. 
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All the Ghosts in the Machine: 
The Digital Afterlife of  Your Personal Data

ELAINE KASKET

As we’re compelled to capture, store and share more and more of  
our personal information, there’s something we often forget. All 
that data doesn’t just disappear when our physical bodies shuffle 
off this mortal coil. If  the concept of  remaining socially active 
after you’re no longer breathing sounds crazy, you might want to 
get used to the idea. Digital afterlives are a natural consequence 
of  the information age, a reality that barely anyone has prepared 
for - and that ‘anyone’ probably includes you.

In All the Ghosts in the Machine, psychologist Elaine Kasket 
sounds a clarion call to everyone who’s never thought about 
death in the digital age. When someone’s hyperconnected, 
hyperpersonal digital footprint is transformed into their lasting 
legacy, she asks, who is helped, who is hurt, and who’s in charge? 
And why is now such a critical moment to take our heads out of  
the sand?

Weaving together personal, moving true stories and scientific 
research, All the Ghosts in the Machine takes you on a fascinating 
tour through the valley of  the shadow of  digital death. In the 
process, it will transform how you think about your life and your 
legacy, in a time when our technologies are tantalising us with 
fantasies of  immortality.

A book about death and grief in our digital age, which contributes to the much-
needed conversation around our online legacy and considers the 21st century 
realities that now complicate our ideas of ownership, privacy and identity.

UK Publisher: Robinson/Little, Brown
Publication: Spring 2019
Editor: Andrew McAleer
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Edited Manuscript (pp. 326)

Rights Sold
Romania - Corint
Korean - ROK Media
China - United Sky
Taiwain - Owl Books

Elaine Kasket PhD is an expert in the field of  cyberpsychology, particularly at 
the junction where death, technology and psychology meet. She is a counselling 
psychologist with a private practice, and is a Principal Lecturer at Regent’s 
University London. She holds a BA Hons in Psychology and Journalism and 
a Doctorate in Clinical Psychology from the Illinois School of  Professional 
Psychology in Chicago, and a Master’s in Psychotherapy and Counselling from 
Regent’s College, where she now serves as Head of  Programmes for Counselling 
Psychology. She has delivered over 20 conference papers, including key notes, 
on the subject of  bereavement and digital legacy. She has contributed to 
publications including Psychology Today, the Irish Times, the Evening Standard, the 
New Statesman, BBC News online, and the Irish Independent.  She has appeared 
as an expert in this area on BBC Breakfast, ITN Channel 4 News, BBC East 
Midlands TV, DocZone, and BBC Teeside, and in the programmes i-Shrine and 
The Digital Human on Radio 4.
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Finding My Right Mind
VANESSA POTTER

When Vanessa Potter woke up one day to find herself  blind and 
paralysed, she was stunned to discover that it was rudimentary 
meditation techniques and not drugs that aided her arduous 
recovery. The fact that an imaginary place – a mental sanctuary 
– evoked such positive healing left her with enormous respect for 
the power of  her mind and a deep curiosity to understand it more. 

Yet, despite this startling epiphany, after her recovery Vanessa 
found herself  thrust back into the everyday stresses of  modern 
life, never seeming to get anything done and spending much of  
her life in a dizzying haze. Convinced she had much more to 
learn, she wondered if  lifting the lid on her own consciousness 
would show her the key to contentment, and came up with a plan 
to rigorously explore different schools of  mediation in turn, under 
expert guidance from teachers and gurus.

It’s not every day a harassed mother decides to run her own 
science experiment from home and manages to persuade 
Cambridge neuroscientists to help her. This unconventional 
partnership allowed scientists to watch her inner exploration in 
action. It is only after 200 hours meditating that they finally reveal 
if  she successfully trained her mind.

For fans of  Gretchen Rubin’s The Happiness Project, Julia Buckley’s 
Heal Me, or Marianne Power’s Help Me, Finding My Right Mind 
delves beyond the surface of  meditation to reveal the fascinating 
world of  the mind and offering us a glimpse of  the possibilities 
within.

Bringing science into her sitting room, a frazzled working parent sets out to 
discover whether training her mind really can transform her life.

UK Publisher: Trigger Press
Publication: Spring 2021
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Summer 2020

Before becoming a self-experimenting science communicator, Vanessa Potter 
spent 16 years as an award-winning broadcast producer working within the 
London advertising industry. In October 2012 she was struck down by a severe 
illness called Neuromyelitis Optica Spectrum Disorder. Following her recovery, 
she collaborated with neuroscientists at Cambridge University, to design an 
interactive immersive exhibition, based on her therapeutic use of  meditation, 
and gave a TEDx talk about her experiences in Ghent in 2016. She documented 
her illness and recovery in her memoir, Patient H69: The Story of  My Second Sight, 
which was published by Bloomsbury Sigma in 2017 and won The Times best 
memoir of  2017. She’s the recipient of  an Inspiring Woman award, and has 
written pieces for Mosaic Science, The Telegraph and Marie-Claire.
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Calm Christmas and a Happy New Year
A little book of  festive calm

BETH KEMPTON

With the potential to become a perennial seasonal gifting (and 
self-gifting) favourite, this book offers the reader a recipe for a new 
kind of  festive season - one of  calm and delight. This atmospheric 
and inspiring book will lead the reader through the darkness of  
winter, back to the real magic of  the season and into a new year 
filled with intention and hope. 

Split into three sections spanning the build up, the big day, 
and the days following Christmas, this will be the first personal 
development book to embrace the full span of  the holiday season 
in a holistic, nurturing way. Not only will readers appreciate a 
more mindful approach to Christmas itself, and actionable advice 
for a magical, personal celebration, they will also benefit from a 
step-by-step guide to planning their year ahead.
 
Instead of  entering January exhausted and in further debt, they 
will begin the new year with precious memories, feeling rested 
and relieved not to have overstretched themselves, and inspired by 
their practical, inspiring plan for making the most of  the following 
year.

A new kind of Christmas book, a non-religious hymn to the magic of the season, 
a calming approach to the festivities, and an inspiring invitation to head into the 
new year with intention, hope and an actionable plan for bringing dreams to life.

UK Publisher: Piatkus 
Publication date: October 2019
Editor: Jillian Young
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Final pdf

Beth Kempton is a mother, writer and entrepreneur committed to helping women achieve their full potential. She has worked 
with UN agencies, global brands, charities and individuals all across the world and has an MA in Japanese. Her company, Do What 
You Love, helps people find personal, professional and financial freedom. www.bethkempton.com / www.dowhatyouloveforlife.com

Option Publishers
Brazil - Verus
Bulgaria - Skyprint
China - CITIC
Croatia - Planetopija
Czech - Jota
Finland - Basam Books
France - Marabout
Germany - Bastei Luebbe

Hungary - Libri
Israel - Steimatzky
Indonesia - PT Gramedia
Italy - Corbaccio
Korea - Will Books
Netherlands - Bruna 
Poland - Otwarte
Portugal - 2020
Russia - Exmo
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Thailand - Mono Move
Turkey - Pena
Vietnam - Thai Ha
US - Harper
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Slow Living: The Japanese Way
Life lessons from rural Japan

BETH KEMPTON

As the pace of  modern life reaches unsustainable speeds, this book 
will offer a much-needed calming antidote. Readers will journey 
with me through Japan, away from the tourist trail, meeting a host 
of  real people with thought-provoking life lessons to share. These 
lessons will be interpreted in a Western context, through insights 
into my own pursuit of  a slower, richer life in England. 

Practical advice and exercises will help readers explore their own 
version of  ‘slow living’, and make significant shifts towards a 
calmer, and happier life. 

Inspired by the Japanese word jikyū jisoku, which can be translated 
as slow and simple living, this book is a call to a richer, deeper 
life, connected to nature and other people. It presents a unique 
opportunity to explore the emerging trend of  slow living through 
a Japanese lens, inspired by ancient culture and local solutions to 
the contemporary challenges faced by all fast-paced, high-tech, 
consumption-driven nations.

An original and timely guide to slowing down and making the most of our precious 
lives, inspired by Japanese culture, wisdom and traditions.

UK Publisher: Piatkus 
Publication date: Spring 2021
Editor: Jillian Young
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Proposal
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Option Publishers
Brazil - Verus
Bulgaria - Skyprint
China - CITIC
Croatia - Planetopija
Czech - Jota
Finland - Basam Books
France - Marabout
Germany - Bastei Luebbe

Hungary - Libri
Israel - Steimatzky
Indonesia - PT Gramedia
Italy - Corbaccio
Korea - Will Books
Netherlands - Bruna 
Poland - Otwarte
Portugal - 2020
Russia - Exmo

Serbia - Evro Books 
Slovenia - Ucila
Spain - Urano
Taiwan - China Times
Thailand - Mono Move
Turkey - Pena
Vietnam - Thai Ha
US - Harper

Beth Kempton is a mother, writer and entrepreneur committed to helping women achieve their full potential. She has worked 
with UN agencies, global brands, charities and individuals all across the world and has an MA in Japanese. Her company, Do What 
You Love, helps people find personal, professional and financial freedom. www.bethkempton.com / www.dowhatyouloveforlife.com
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NICHOLA LUDLAM-RAINE

Mummy Nutrition aims to be the ultimate new mum’s bible and 
practical guide to eating well and exercising before, during and 
after pregnancy from a trust-worthy and credible author. 

It tackles common pregnancy complaints such as cravings and 
morning sickness, and answers commonly asked questions such 
as ‘how can I boost fertility’ and ‘what foods should I avoid in 
pregnancy?’, as well as discussing how to work out with a bump/
pregnancy weight gain.

Mummy Nutrition will also feature some chapters on what to pack 
in your hospital bag for labour, pregnancy essentials, nursery tips, 
newborn essentials and what they are e.g. what’s the difference 
between a sleep suit and a vest, as well as tips for how to dress 
when breastfeeding.

UK Publisher: Future UK Submission
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Proposal October 2019

Nichola Ludlam-Raine is a Specialist Registered Dietitian from Leeds, 
Yorkshire, with 10 years of  clinical experience working for the NHS and within 
private hospitals. She runs maternal obesity clinics and works freelance with 
brands including Holland & Barrett, Tesco, Alpro, and Clipper Teas via her 
blog nicsnutrition.com. Nichola obtained a first class BSc (hons) degree in Sport 
& Exercise Science from Loughborough University before going to Leeds to 
complete the Post Graduate Diploma in Nutrition & Dietetics to qualify as a 
dietitian in 2009. Nichola frequently features on T.V. and she is a regular on 
the BBC Breakfast sofa. Nichola is frequently asked to provide quotes to tabloids, 
magazines and health websites, both online as well as in print, including the 
Daily Mail, the Express, the Independent, Healthy Magazine and Teen Breath.

LYFESTYLE & SELF-HELP

Mummy Nutrition
A no-nonsense guide to pregnancy and beyond
 A complete nutrition, fitness and new mummy guide for conception, pregnancy 
& beyond.
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SIOBHAN MILLER

Hypnobirthing

Expert hypnobirthing coach Siobhan Miller has made it her 
mission to show women everywhere that birth can be better. And 
not just better -- it can be an amazing, empowering experience.
Hypnobirthing is an invaluable technique for EVERY woman 
with a baby inside her uterus and for EVERY type of  birth -- from 
a natural water birth through to an unplanned caesarean.

So, what is hypnobirthing? Essentially, it’s a form of  antenatal 
education, an approach to birth that is both evidence-based and 
logical. Hypnobirthing teaches you how your body works on a 
muscular and hormonal level when in labour, and how to work 
with your body to make birth more efficient and comfortable. 
Being relaxed is the key, so you will learn how to quickly and easily 
access a state of  deep relaxation using a combination of  breathing 
techniques, visualisations, guided relaxation exercises, light touch 
massage, positive affirmations and various other techniques.

Hypnobirthing will change your mindset towards birth, so that 
you’ll be able navigate your birth - and any twists and turns - with 
confidence, armed with practical tools that ensure you feel calm 
and in control throughout.

No matter where you sit on the ‘anxious-to-excited’ spectrum at 
the moment, by the time you finish this book you’ll feel relaxed, 
capable and genuinely excited about giving birth, because it’s 
truly the most awesome thing you’ll ever get to do in your life.

A book to equip women with practical tools they can use in pregnancy, birth and 
life.

UK Publisher: Piatkus
Publication date: April 2019
Editor: Zoe Bohm
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Final PDF (pp.272)
Rights Sold
Spain - Zenith/ Planeta
Portugal - 2020

Siobhan Miller is a mum to three boys and founder of  The Positive Birth 
Company and a big believer in the importance of  a positive birth experience. 
Siobhan graduated with a first class honours degree (in English Literature and 
Drama) along with an 18 month old baby in 2008. She subsequently worked 
in digital marketing and publishing for a number of  years before embarking 
on a Psychology Masters in 2013 and training to become a hypnobirthing 
teacher. Earlier this year she launched the world’s first hypnobirthing digital 
pack, her hypnobirthing course in digital form, as well as producing a series of  
free YouTube videos, in a bid to make hypnobirthing accessible to more women, 
and men. So far she has sold over 10,000 digital packs around the world and her 
videos have been viewed over 50,000 times. 
www.thepositivebirthcompany.co.uk 
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GIOVANNA FLETCHER

Letters on Motherhood

Letters on Motherhood is a collection of  heartfelt and deeply personal 
letters written by Giovanna to her three young sons Buzz, Buddy 
and Max, husband, Tom, and the family and friends who have 
inspired and supported her to become the mother that she is 
today.

In this beautiful book she shares the funny and moving personal 
tales of  her own family life whilst also talking about the deeper 
universal truths of  parenting - coping with mum guilt, finding a 
work/family life balance, positive body image, rediscovering a 
sense of  identity, and a parent’s hopes, fears and expectations for 
their child’s future.

Honest, heartwarming and hilarious, her own experiences of  
motherhood and the lessons she has learned along the way will 
resonate with parents everywhere.

A beautiful collection of personal letters from the No.1 bestselling author and 
podcast host of Happy Mum Happy Baby.

UK Publisher: Michael Joseph
Publication date: April 2020
Editor: Charlotte Hardman
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: December 2019

Giovanna Fletcher is an actress and freelance journalistis, and is married to 
Tom Fletcher from McFly. She grew up in Essex with her Italian dad Mario, 
mum Kim, big sister Giorgina and little brother Mario, and spent most of  her 
childhood talking to herself  (it seems no one wanted to listen) or reading books. 
Giovanna is a firm believer in the power of  magpies and positive energy.
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SARAH TURNER

**No. 1 Sunday Times bestselling author** 

A hilarious, irreverent and searingly candid compendium of  
parenting experiences. With entries including D is for Desperation, 
F is for Fish Fingers, S is for Supermum and V is for Vagina, it’s 
safe to say this is not your average A-Z.

This book won’t tell you what sort of  parent you should (or 
shouldn’t) be; instead, it offers a refreshingly honest account of  
what being a mum to three young children is really like and the 
surprising lessons that have been learned along the way.

If  you feel as though you’re not ‘measuring up’ or are struggling 
to #cherisheverymoment, Sarah’s tales from the thick of  it will 
reassure and resonate with you. Above all, her commitment to 
telling the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth will 
make you laugh out loud and remind you that you are, in fact, 
doing a great job.

650,000 Facebook followers
343,000 Instagram followers

250,000+ copies sold

Three kids later and none the wiser. 

Sarah Turner started writing as The Unmumsy Mum after becoming disillusioned with the other parenting literature she had 
read online. Everybody seemed to be coping so well. Where were the tales of  mums tearing their hair out after yet another sleepless 
night and endless re-runs of  Peppa Pig? She made a vow then and there to document the reality of  parenting, and her blog page 
(http://theunmumsymum.blogspot.co.uk/). 

UK Publisher: Bantam Press
Publication date: September 2019
Editor: Michelle Signore
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Final PDF (pp.240)

The Unmumsy Mum
An Incomplete A-Z of  Parenting

Lithuania - Baltos Lankos
Poland - Bukowylas 
Romanian – A&P
Russian – Sibad
Serbia - Laguna
Slovakian – Tatran 
Spanish – La Esfera de los Libros
Ukraine - Hemiro
Vietnamese – Nha Nam Publishing
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Option Publishers:
US - Tarcher
Bulgaria - Prozoretz
China - CITIC  
Croatia - Egmont 
Czech – Albatros
Estonia - Pegasus
German – Goldmann 
Hungarian – Muvelt Nep
Korean – Tornado Media
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