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CAROLINE HULSE 

The Adults

MEET THE ADULTS

Claire and Matt are divorced but decide what’s best for their 
daughter Scarlett is to have a ‘normal’ family Christmas. They 
can’t agree on whose idea it was, or who said they should bring 
their new partners. But someone did - and it’s too late to pull the 
plug.

Claire brings her new boyfriend Patrick, a seemingly eligible Iron-
Man-in-Waiting. Matt brings the new love of  his life Alex, funny, 
smart, and extremely patient. Scarlett, their daughter, brings her 
imaginary friend Posey. He’s a rabbit.

Together the five (or six?) of  them grit their teeth over Organized 
Fun activities, drinking a little too much after bed-time, 
oversharing classified secrets about their pasts and, before you 
know it, their holiday is a powder keg that ends - where this story 
starts - with a tearful, frightened, call to the police...

But what happened? They said they’d all be adults about this...UK Publisher: Orion Books
US Publisher: Random House Books
Publication Date: August 2018
UK Editor: Emad Akhtar
US Editor: Andrea Walker
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Hardback Copies (pp.403)

Rights Sold
Czech - Euromedia
Dutch - AW Bruna
French - Fleuve Editions
German - Aufbau
Hungarian - General Press
Israel - Aryeh Nir
Italian - Mondadori
Polish - Znak
Romanian - Corint
Serbian - Evro Books
Slovak - Ikar
Sweden - Printz Publishing

Brilliantly original book group fiction about a blended family’s holiday gone wrong.

DEBUT FICTION

Caroline Hulse spends most of  her days writing, having fulfilled her dream 
of  having a job she could do in pyjamas. She also works in Human Resources 
sometimes. She is openly competitive and loves playing board and card games. 
She can often be found in casino poker rooms, and wishes other people would 
want to play Cluedo for money. She lives with  her husband in Manchester, 
where the two are captive to the whims of  a small, controlling dog.
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ELIZABETH BROOKS 

Call of  the Curlew

England, 1939. Ten-year-old Virginia Wrathmell arrives at Salt 
Winds, a secluded house on the edge of  a marsh, to meet her 
adoptive parents―practical, dependable Clem and glamorous, 
mercurial Lorna. The marsh, with its deceptive tides, is a 
beautiful but threatening place. Virginia’s new parents’ marriage 
is full of  secrets and tensions she doesn’t quite understand, and 
their wealthy neighbor, Max Deering, drops by too often, taking 
an unwholesome interest in the family’s affairs. Only Clem offers 
a true sense of  home. War feels far away among the birds and 
shifting sands―until the day a German fighter plane crashes into 
the marsh, and Clem ventures out to rescue the airman. 

What happens next sets into motion a crime so devastating it will 
haunt Virginia for the rest of  her life. Seventy-five years later, she 
finds herself  drawn back to the marsh, and to a teenage girl who 
appears there, nearly frozen and burdened by her own secrets. In 
her, Virginia might have a chance at retribution and a way to right 
a grave mistake she made as a child.  

Elizabeth Brooks’s gripping debut mirrors its marshy landscape―
full of  twists and turns and moored in a tangle of  family secrets. 
A gothic, psychological mystery and atmospheric coming-of-age 
story, Call of  the Curlew is the portrait of  a woman haunted by 
the place she calls home.

UK Publisher: Transworld
US Publisher: Tin House
Publication date: June 2018
UK Editor: Suzanne Bridson
US Editor: Masie Cochran
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Hardback Copies (pp.320)

For fans of  Eowyn Ivey, Rose Tremaine, and Kate Atkinson, Call of  the Curlew is a 
bewitching debut about the secrets that haunt us.

Elizabeth Brooks grew up in Chester. She graduated from  Cambridge 
University with a first class degree in Classics. She lives on the Isle of  Man with 
her husband and children where she writes, paints and plays the violin.  

DEBUT LITERARY FICTION
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RACHEL EDWARDS 

Darling

Lola doesn’t particularly want a new stepmother. Especially not 
one who has come out of  nowhere and only been with her dad for 
three months. And – she’s not racist or anything – but since when 
did her dad fancy black women anyway?

Darling didn’t particularly want a new stepdaughter. Especially 
not one as spiteful and spoilt as Lola. She does want Lola’s dad 
though. And he wants her, so that’s that: Darling and Lola will just 
have to get used to each other.

Unless Lola can find a way to get rid of  Darling.

UK Publisher: 4th Estate 
PB Publication: February 2019
Editor: Anna Kelly
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Hardback Copies (pp.352)

A white teenage girl clashes with her new black stepmother in this debut reading group 
thriller.

Rachel Edwards has been a freelance writer for 14 years, including for Marie 
Claire and other magazines. After writing for The Erotic Review under Rowan 
Pelling, she was the recipient of  a national fiction award from The Royal 
Literary Fund and the Arts Council. Her former writing group of  five women 
included novelists Miranda Glover and Lucy Cavendish and together they 
created the Queenbee Press which published two collections of  short stories, 
The Leap Year and Ten Past Eight. Born to a Jamaican mother and Nigerian father 
in Truro and raised in Hertfordshire, Rachel is delighted to have been ‘born on 
three continents at once’ and is a wholehearted black Brit.

DEBUT LITERARY FICTION
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GINA GOLDHAMMER

The Last Defector 

Opening in 1962 with the defection of  Yugoslav vice-president 
Milan Petrovic, chief  architect of  the country’s Communist 
regime under Josip Broz Tito, the story is narrated by Sophie, 
who, at the age of  seven, accompanies her father on his secret 
escape to a new life in America. During and following the Cold 
War, we see Sophie encountering the long shadow Marshal Tito 
and his problematic ideology cast across her life; first as a child 
dealing with the loss of  her mother and of  the idyllic yet deceptive 
life they led as members of  the Communist elite, then as a girl 
coming of  age in the 1970s and finally as a young woman building 
a career in New York and London. 

When Communism collapses in Europe in the late 1980s, Sophie’s 
father, Milan, eagerly returns to his homeland. His ostensible aim 
is to bring democracy to post-Tito Yugoslavia, although his true 
motives seem at times as opaque as the past Sophie has pieced 
together by helping him write his memoir. As he battles corruption, 
assassination attempts and ultra-nationalism, Sophie makes her 
way alone through the illusory world of  international art, New 
York society and fashion. Encountering a set of  extraordinary 
characters – among them the flamboyant elderly art dealer Dr 
Reiss and the revolting epicure Lord Delaware – Sophie finds her 
ideals tested and overturned. 

Finally, with the help of  inscrutable businessman Armstrong – 
who turns out to be more intimately connected to her family story 
than she could have imagined – Sophie takes steps to heal the 
wounds that have been the source of  such pain in her parents’ 
lives and irreversibly shaped her own. 

UK Publisher: On Submission
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited manuscript (pp. 356)

A semi auto-biographical novel that explores what happens when personal and political 
histories collide. Similar in tone to A Gentleman in Moscow. 

Gina Goldhammer attended the writing programme at Syracuse University 
and have a master’s degree in medieval literature from Harvard University. Gina 
had a brief  career as a stockbroker on Wall Street and with US News & World 
Report magazine in New York before accepting a position with the former 
US Secretary of  State, Henry A. Kissinger, as his personal editor. For more 
than fifteen years she worked closely with him on Diplomacy (1994), Years of  
Renewal (1999) and Does America Need a Foreign Policy? (2001). In addition, 
she edited his speeches, public addresses and a bimonthly column syndicated 
worldwide by the Los Angeles Times. The Last Defector is her first novel.

DEBUT LITERARY FICTION
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Bear Necessity
JAMES GOULD

Bear Necessity tells the story of  Danny Malooley, a single parent 
in his late twenties, who is struggling to make ends meet, and his 
elevem-year-old son, Will, who hasn’t sopken since the death of  
his mother in a car accident fourteen months ago.

After getting fired from his job as a builder, Danny decides to 
become a street performer, dressing up as a panda bear and 
dancing in the park. Will strikes up an unlikely friendship with 
this panda, unaware that the man inside is actually his father, and 
it’s through this friendship that Danny and Will learn to reconnect 
as father and son and overcome their grief  together.

For fans of  Nick Hornby and John O’Farrell.

A sometimes funny sometimes sad, and ultimately uplifting story of  a father and son being 
brought together in the most unlikely of  circumstances.

UK Publisher: Future Submission
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Unedited manuscript (pp. 258)

James Gould is 36 years old and was born and raised in Stockport, 
Manchester. He graduated from the Faber academy’s six-month Write A Novel 
course in 2014, under the guidance of  Richard Skinner. James recently quit 
his job as a copywriter to focus full-time on writing. Previously, he worked for 
various landmine-clearance NGOs in Africa and the Middle East.

 L ITERARY FICTION
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Swim!
SARA LANGHAM

Former competitive swimmer, Eve, arrives at a northern 
university, nervous and grave. For the first three weeks, she stays 
in her room writing letters to her sister Beth, who had shown 
particular promise for a local swimming club where they grew up. 
Then Lissy arrives, jolting Eve out of  her solitude. Lissy is loud, 
wild and uninterested in her studies - everything Eve is not. She 
takes Eve under her wing and introduces her to her friends, art 
students, Jacob and Keren, and Nick who comes from the remote 
Scottish Highlands.

Eve seems to be moving forwards, working through the difficulties 
of  growing up in the shadow of  Beth’s achievements. But as the 
year passes, cracks begin to appear. Eve finds herself  falling for 
Nick but is unable to communicate. Lissy meets Billy, an older art 
dealer whose motives towards Keren and Jacob are unclear. And 
then everything changes forever when they all go on a disastrous 
trip to Keren’s dad’s house in Dorset, and Lissy, suddenly and 
inexplicably, goes missing.

Why does Eve no longer swim? Where is Beth, and why did she 
give up swimming when seemingly on the brink of  glory? What 
has happened to Lissy? 

Suffused in ideas of  swimming and water, and fluidly moving 
between past and present, SWIM! beautifully captures the 
relationship between sisters and our first tentative steps into 
adulthood, as well as exploring ideas of  love, loss and grief  
and how we keep going when our life becomes a very different 
proposition to the one we thought it would be.

SWIM! beautifully captures the relationship between sisters and our first tentative steps into 
adulthood, as well as exploring ideas of  love, loss and grief.

UK Publisher: Wundor Editions
UK Publication: Spring 2019
Editor: Matthew Smith
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Unedited Manuscript (pp.182)

Sara Langham has a Masters in Creative and Life Writing from Goldsmiths 
College. She is a recipient of  a Jerwood / Arvon Young Writers’ Apprenticeship 
Award and her short story, Bridges, was published in Ambit. She teaches Creative 
Writing as part of  Haringey Literature Live and works at David Higham Associates 
as an Assistant Editor. She lives in London and has two children.

DEBUT LITERARY FICTION
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Big Basin Yellow Sky
VIVIAN HASSAN-LAMBERT

Frank Langham has worked hard to give his family the comfort 
he was deprived of  as a child. After taking a new job to secure 
their future he becomes increasingly concerned by the company’s 
activities. Feeling powerless in their slippery hierarchy, he fears the 
repercussions if  he decides to speak out.

His wife, Ruth, gave up her dreams of  becoming an interior 
designer to raise their three children. When her hopes to 
rekindle her passion and career are put in jeopardy, she chooses a 
dangerous solution with the help of  her oldest friend, Gail.

The Langhams’ eldest daughter, Stella, befriends a girl whose 
family has recently moved into their neighbourhood, envious 
of  her confident nature and daring attitude. She doesn’t yet 
understand how different life is for Eunice and consequently how 
delicate their bonds of  friendship.

And Etta, hoping to keep her family afloat and out of  trouble, 
worries keenly about her gifted nephew Jeffrey’s future in an 
increasingly uncertain and hostile world.

As external pressures begin to rise for them all, reaching crisis 
point during the eruption of  the Watts riots, their precarious 
equilibrium is thrown off, and seemingly everything changes.

A powerful and atmospheric debut set in 1960s LA, exploring racial tensions, corruption 
and inequality through the lives of  a middle-class Jewish couple, Frank and Ruth Langham, 
their daughter Stella, and their maid, Etta.

UK Publisher: On Submission
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited Manuscript (pp.435)

Vivian Hassan-Lambert was born in Brooklyn, raised in Los Angeles, and has spent 
the majority of  her adult life living and working in London. A love of  literature is what 
first brought her to the UK and she considers herself  to be ‘Anglo American’.  She 
took an MA with Sue Gee at Middlesex and was awarded a Distinction. Her work 
has appeared in publications and forums such as BBC Brazen Radio, Baby Magazine, 
Half-Empty Bookcase, Jazz, Jewish Chronicle, Lillian Baylis Theatre, Momaya Review, 
PulpNet, QWF and TellTales 4 Anthology.  Her short story, ‘Jericho’, won first prize 
with Cinnamon Press and was used as title for the anthology, ‘Jericho and Other Short 
Stories and Poems’. She was short-listed for the Bridport and Serpents Tail London 
Short Story awards, and BIG BASIN YELLOW SKY won first prize the London 
Magazine / Author Enterprises novel award. She is the recipient of  an Arts Council 
‘Grant for the Arts’.  This is her first novel. 

DEBUT LITERARY FICTION
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Our Fathers Are No More
REBECCA WAIT

Nobody knows why John Baird, a quiet family man, took it into 
his head one day to pick up a shotgun and murder his wife and 
children. On the remote Hebridean island of  Dunmuir, violent 
crime is unheard of, and the killings send shockwaves through this 
tiny community in which the Bairds were well-known and liked.      
 
John’s one surviving child, Tommy, is unable to provide any 
answers in the aftermath, and nor can John’s brother Malcolm, 
who takes charge of  the boy after his family’s death. Tommy does 
not recover from what he has seen, and his behaviour grows so 
bad that he is sent away to live on the mainland with another 
relative.          
 
Now, many years later, Tommy has come back to Dunmuir, 
arriving unannounced. His return dredges up much that the 
islanders would rather forget, and he is viewed by some with 
suspicion. Even Malcolm himself, to whom this young man is now 
a stranger, has doubts about Tommy’s motives. And it is true that 
there are things from that terrible night that Tommy has never 
shared. 
 
Faced with this reminder of  the horrors that took place amongst 
them, Malcolm and his community must ask themselves again 
how much responsibility we have to know our neighbours. What 
drives a man to murder his own family? And how far is Tommy 
his father’s son? 
 
Tommy meanwhile must decide whether it’s ever possible to 
escape the legacy of  our parents.

A powerful exploration of  a family murder-suicide, which interrogates the damaging legacy 
of  toxic masculinity for a family and its surrounding community. 

UK Publisher: Riverrun 
US Publisher: Europa Editions
Publication date: Spring 2020
Editor: Niamh Mulvey
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Unedited manuscript (pp.210)

Rights Sold
German - Kein & Aber
Italian - Edizioni E/O

Rebecca Wait is a writer and secondary school teacher who lives in London.  
She is the author of  the critically acclaimed novels THE VIEW ON THE WAY 
DOWN and THE FOLLOWERS (Picador), which has been optioned for film 
by Big Talk Productions.

DEBUT LITERARY FICTION
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Archipelago

ANNA WHYATT

Archipelago tells the story of  an infant rescued from a storm off 
the remote west coast of  Denmark in 1947. She returns twenty-
five years after her rescue to investigate the death of  Kitty, her 
childhood nurse, and to save the man who rescued her from the 
violent past which now threatens to destroy them both. 

She unwittingly uncovers a wide-reaching network of  mysteries 
and lies surrounding her background and the island community’s 
history, which unravel to threaten her own life as well as those of  
the people she loves.
 
The story is set in Denmark in the 1970s but crosses to Paris, 
Amsterdam and 1980s East Berlin and Poland. It is a story of  
shadows opening into other shadows, with the core of  the mystery 
constantly changing, where history, politics and war-time split-
second decisions all come to a head. 

Archipelago explores the compromises that lie between survival 
and certain death, and the legacy of  secrets concealed by one 
generation from another.

A novel about identiy, memory, family and belonging, and how much we are shaped by our 
past, whether we know that past or not. 

UK Publisher: On Submission
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Unedited manuscript (pp.261)

DEBUT LITERARY FICTION

Anna Whyatt is a writer and producer/director who has worked for many 
years in cultural regeneration at European, national and local levels. She worked 
in major creative industry developments including Tate Modern, South Bank 
Centre, Betteshanger Parks, Kent and flagship projects across UK cities and 
regions. She is currently part-time Dramaturg for Constella OperaBallet and in 
May was Producer for an award- winning Show Garden at the 2018 Chelsea 
Flower Show.
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ELISABETH CARPENTER 

11 Missed Calls

Here are two things I know about my mother:

1. She had dark hair, like mine. 
2. She wasn’t very happy at the end.

Anna has always believed that her mother, Debbie, died 30 years 
ago on the night she disappeared.

But when her father gets a strange note, she realises that she’s 
never been told the full story of  what happened that night on 
the cliff.

Confused and upset, Anna turns to her husband Jack – but when 
she finds a love letter from another woman in his wallet, she 
realises there’s no-one left to help her, least of  all her family.

And then a body is found…

UK Publisher: Avon
Publication date: July 2018
Editor: Phoebe Morgan
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.384)

Option Publisher
Norway - Bladkopmaniet

A new intense domestic thriller, twists and turns galore, and a host of  family secrets.

Libby Carpenter lives in Preston with her family. She completed a BA in 
English Literature and Language with the Open University in 2011. Libby was 
awarded a Northern Writers’ New Fiction award, and was longlisted for Yeovil 
Literary Prize (2015 and 2016) and the MsLexia Women’s Novel award (2015). 
She loves living in the north of  England and sets most of  her stories in the area. 
She currently works as a book keeper. Her first novel, 99 Red Balloons, became 
a bestseller in 2017.

CRIME FICTION
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HELEN FIELDS

Perfect Silence
Your new addiction starts here: get hooked on the #1 bestselling series, featuring DI Luc 
Callanach and DCI Ava Turner. Perfect for fans of  Karin Slaughter and M.J. Arlidge.

UK Publisher: Avon
Publication date: August 2019
Editor: Helen Huthwaite
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.432)

Option Publishers
Czech - Albatros
Dutch - Ambo Anthos
Estonian - Ersen
French - Marabout
German - Bastei Luebbe
Hungarian - Muvelt Nep
Italian - Newton Compton
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm
Polish - Amber
Taiwan - Marco Polo
Thai - Wara A former barrister, Helen Fields  now writes a Scottish set crime novels. Her 

debut novel Perfect Remains and the second in the series Perfect Prey are Amazon 
best sellers. She currently commutes between Hampshire, Scotland and 
California, and lives with her husband and three children.

TV rights sold to Euston Films / Fremantle
#1 Ebook in first week of  publication

When silence falls, who will hear their cries?

The body of  a young girl is found dumped on the roadside on the 
outskirts of  Edinburgh. When pathologists examine the remains, 
they make a gruesome discovery: the silhouette of  a doll carved 
in the victim’s skin.

DCI Ava Turner and DI Luc Callanach are struggling to find 
leads in the case, until a doll made of  skin is found nestled beside 
an abandoned baby.

After another young woman is found butchered, Luc and Ava 
realise the babydoll killer is playing a horrifying game. And it’s 
only a matter of  time before he strikes again. Can they stop 
another victim from being silenced forever – or is it already too 
late?

CRIME FICTION
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SR MASTERS 

The Killer You Know

You need to kill at least three people, right? So that’s what I’ll do.

When Will jokes about becoming a serial killer, his friends just laugh 
it off. But Adeline can’t help but feel there’s something more sinister 
lurking behind his words.

Fifteen years later, Adeline returns to Blythe for a reunion of  the old 
gang - except Will doesn’t show up. Reminiscing about old times, they 
look up the details of  his supposed murder spree. But the mood soon 
changes when they discover two recent deaths that match.

As the group attempts to track Will down, they realise that he is 
playing a sinister game that harks back to one they used to play as 
kids. Only this time there are lives at stake . . .

A gripping and atmospheric debut psychological thriller - perfect for fans of  Ruth Ware and 
Alex Marwood.

SR Masters studied Philosophy at Girton College, Cambridge. He is a regular 
contributor to UK short fiction anthology series The Fiction Desk, having won 
their Writer’s Award for his short story ‘Just Kids’. His story ‘Desert Walk’ was 
included in Penguin Random House USA’s ‘Press Start to Play’ collection, 
published lin 2015 and he continues to have short fiction published in a variety 
of  magazines. When he is not writing, Simon works in public health for the 
NHS in Oxford, where he lives with his wife and young son.

UK Publisher: Sphere / Hachette
US Publisher: Red Hook Press
Publication date:  June 2019
Editor: Lucy Dauman
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Trade Paperback Copies (pp.432)

Rights Sold
Italian - Garzanti
Polish - Burda

DEBUT CRIME
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B.P. WALTER 

A Version of  the Truth

We all see what we want to see…

2019: Julianne is preparing a family dinner when her son comes 
to her and says he’s found something on his iPad. Something so 
terrible, it will turn Julianne’s world into a nightmare and make 
her question everything about her marriage and what type of  
man her husband is or is pretending to be.

1990: Sophie is a fresher student at Oxford University. Out of  
her depth and nervous about her surroundings, she falls into 
an uneasy friendship with a group of  older students from the 
upper echelons of  society and begins to develop feelings for one 
in particular. He’s confident, quiet, attractive and seems to like 
her too. But as the year progresses, her friends’ behaviour grows 
steadily more disconcerting and Sophie begins to realise she might 
just be a disposable pawn in a very sinister game.

A devastating secret has simmered beneath the surface for over 
twenty-five years. Now it’s time to discover the truth. But what if  
you’re afraid of  what you might find?UK Publisher: Avon

Publication date: Spring 2019
Editor: Phoebe Morgan
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Proof  Copies (pp.368)

An intense, zeitgeisty and page-turning thriller about a woman who finds horrifying material 
on her husband’s laptop that links to a dark and complex underworld at an elite university.

B.P. Walter was born and raised in Essex. After spending his childhood and 
teenage years reading compulsively, he worked in bookshops then went to the 
University of  Southampton to study Film and English followed by an MA in 
Film & Cultural Management. He is an alumnus of  the Faber Academy and 
currently works as Waterstones’ social media coordinator.

DEBUT CRIME
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Ceylon, 1935. Louisa Reeve, the daughter of  a successful British 
gem trader, and her husband Elliot, a charming, thrill-seeking 
businessman,  seem like the couple who have it all. Except what 
they long for more than anything: a child.

While Louisa struggles with miscarriages, Elliot is increasingly 
absent, spending much of  his time at a nearby cinnamon 
plantation, overlooking the Indian ocean. After his sudden death, 
Louisa is left alone to solve the mystery he left behind. Revisiting 
the plantation at Cinnamon Hills, she finds herself  unexpectedly 
drawn towards the owner Leo, a rugged outdoors man with a 
chequered past. The plantation casts a spell, but all is not as it 
seems. And when Elliot’s shocking betrayal is revealed, Louisa has 
only Leo to turn to...

DINAH JEFFERIES

The Sapphire Widow
A sweeping, breath-taking story of  love and betrayal from the Number One Sunday Times 
bestselling author of  The Tea Planter’s Wife.

Dinah Jefferies was born in Malaya and moved to England at the age of  eight. 
She has taught Theatre Studies and English, lived in a ‘rock ’n roll’ commune 
and, more recently, been an exhibiting artist. She spent five years in a tiny 
mountain village in Northern Andalucía, where she began to write. Now living 
in Gloucestershire with her husband and Norfolk terrier, she writes full time, 
with time off to make tiaras and dinosaurs with her grandchildren.

UK Publisher: Viking 
US Publisher: Crown 
Publication date: April 2018
Editor: Venetia Butterfield
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.416)

Rights Sold
German - Bastei Luebbe
French - Bragelonne 

Option publishers 
24 further territories

HISTORICAL FICTION
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LIZZIE PAGE 

Daughters of  War

An emotional tale of  wartime love and sacrifice, inspired by an 
incredible true story…

As a teenager in Chicago, May always dreamed of  travelling the 
world. So when she meets handsome George Turner, she jumps at 
the chance to return to London as his wife. Ten years later, May is 
wondering if  she’s made a terrible mistake.

It’s 1914 and war has been declared in Europe. All around, brave 
young men are being called up to serve. George, banned from 
conscription himself, has taken to the bottle, and May suspects 
he’s seeing other women too. She longs for a way to escape.

The chance comes when May meets veteran nurse Elsie, who 
persuades May to join the war effort. May knows nothing of  
nursing – it will be difficult, dangerous work, but her heart is 
telling her it’s the right thing to do.

But then George does the unthinkable and May’s future is put at 
risk. Will she have to make the impossible choice between duty to 
her family and her promise to the soldiers on the front line? And 
can she live with the consequences if  her husband goes through 
with what he’s threatening to do?

A gripping wartime drama, perfect for fans of  Soraya M. Lane, 
Daughters of  the Night Sky and Kathryn Hughes.

A gripping historical novel of  love and loss.

Lizzie Page did an MA in creative and life writing at Goldsmiths University, 
London and has a degree in Politics and International Studies from Warwick 
University.  She has also worked in marketing, teaching, copy-writing, editing 
and freelance journalism. And a long, long time ago, she wrote four erotic novels 
that were published by Black Lace: the translations of  which were very popular 
in Holland and Germany, curiously enough.

Publisher: Bookouture (WEL)
Publication date: November 2019
Editor: Kathryn Taussig
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Edited Manuscript (pp.389)

HISTORICAL FICTION
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LIZ TRENOW

In Love and War
Three women, once enemies. Their secrets will unite them.

Liz Trenow’s family have been silk weavers for nearly three hundred years, 
and she grew up in a house next to the mill which still operates today. Liz’s latest 
novel, In Love and War, was published on 25th January by Pan Macmillan. 
The Last Telegram was shortlisted for a UK national award and The Forgotten 
Seamstress was a New York Times best-seller. 

UK Publisher: Pan Macmillan 
US Publisher: Bookouture
Publication date: January 2018
UK Editor: Caroline Hogg
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.369)

Rights Sold
German - Blanvalet
Dutch - De Fontein
Portuguese - 2020

Option Publishers
Italian- Newton Compton
Russian - Family Leisure Club
Spanish - Circulo de Letores
Ukrainian - Hemiro
US - Sourcebooks

The First World War is over. The war-torn area of  Flanders 
near Ypres is no longer home to troops, but groups of  tourists. 
Controversial battlefield tourism now brings waves of  people 
desperate to witness first-hand where their loved ones fell.

At the Hotel de la Paix in the small village of  Hoppestadt, three 
women arrive, searching for traces of   the men they have loved 
and lost.

Ruby is just twenty-one, a shy Englishwoman looking for the grave 
of  her husband. Alice is only a little older but brimming with 
confidence; she has travelled all the way from America, convinced 
her brother is in fact still alive. Then there’s Martha, and her son 
Otto, who are not all they seem to be . . .

The three women in Liz Trenow’s In Love and War may have 
very different backgrounds, but they are united in their search 
for reconciliation: to resign themselves to what the war took from 
them, but also to what life might still promise for the future . . .

HISTORICAL FICTION
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LIZ TRENOW

The Dressmaker of  Draper’s Lane
The richest silk hides the deepest secrets.

Liz Trenow’s family have been silk weavers for nearly three hundred years, 
and she grew up in a house next to the mill which still operates today. Liz’s latest 
novel, In Love and War, was published on 25th January by Pan Macmillan. 
The Last Telegram was shortlisted for a UK national award and The Forgotten 
Seamstress was a New York Times best-seller. 

UK Publisher: Pan Macmillan 
US Publisher: Bookouture
Publication date: February 2018
UK Editor: Caroline Hogg
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.369)

Option Publishers
German - Blanvalet
Dutch - De Fontein
Portuguese - 2020
Italian- Newton Compton
Russian - Family Leisure Club
Spanish - Circulo de Letores
Ukrainian - Hemiro

1768, London.

As a foundling who rose from poverty and now runs her own 
successful dressmaking business in the heart of  society London, 
Miss Charlotte is a remarkable woman, admired by many. She has 
no need, nor desire, to marry. The people she values most are her 
friend Anna, her recently-found sister Louisa and nephew Peter.

She feels herself  fortunate, and should be content with what she 
has. But something is missing.

A small piece of  rare silk discovered in a bundle of  scraps at 
auction triggers a curious sense of  familiarity, and prompts her to 
unpick a past filled with extraordinary secrets and revelations . . .

HISTORICAL FICTION
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ANNA BELL

If  We’re Not Married By Thirty

When Lydia breaks up with her long-term boyfriend, she flees 
to a villa in Spain. There she’s surprised to bump into her old 
childhood friend, Dan. Years before the pair had made a pact: 
if  they were still single when they turned thirty, they would get 
married.

Lydia and Dan’s friendship now rekindled, it doesn’t take long 
before they fall into a holiday romance. Giddily in love, the 
couple realise there is nothing stopping them from fulfilling their 
romantic pact. But how much do they really know about each 
other?

Could Lydia’s back up man ever really be her happy ever after?

A brilliantly funny, romantic and effervescent read, If  We’re Not Married by Thirty is the 
irresistible new novel from the bestselling author of  The Bucket List to Mend a Broken Heart. 

Anna Bell says she’s a hopeless romantic and loves nothing more than 
a good happy ending. The Bucket List to Mend a Broken Heart was 
published in 2016 and has sold over 150,000 copies. Anna currently lives in 
France with her husband, two children and Labrador. When not chained 
to her laptop, she can be found hiking around the mountains and eating far 
too many treats from the French patisseries.

UK Publisher: Zaffre 
Publication date: November 2018
Editor: Sophie Orme
Agent: Hannah Ferguson 
Material: Edited Manuscript (pp. 448)

Option Publishers
German - Droemer Knaur
Portuguese - 20/20
Czech - Albatros
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm
Serbian - Laguna
Slovakian - Albatros
Romanian - RAO
Turkish - Yakamoz
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CATHY BRAMLEY

A Vintage Summer

London has not been kind to Lottie Allbright. Realising it’s time 
to cut and run, she packs up and moves back home – but finds her 
family in disarray. In need of  a new place to stay, Lottie takes up 
the offer of  a live-in job managing a local vineyard. There’s a lot 
to learn – she didn’t even know grapes could grow so far north!

Butterworth Wines in the rolling Derbyshire hills has always been 
run on love and passion but a tragic death has left everyone at 
a loss. Widowed Betsy is trying to keep the place afloat but is 
harbouring a debilitating secret. Meanwhile her handsome but 
interfering grandson, Jensen, is trying to convince her to sell up 
and move into a home.

Lottie’s determined to save Butterworth Wines, but with all this 
and an unpredictable English summer to deal with, it’ll be a 
challenge.

And that’s before she discovers something that will turn her 
summer – and her world – upside down . . .

A sparkling summer story full of  surprises!

Cathy Bramley has had two novels in the Sunday Times Top 20 in the last 
year and is the best-selling authors of  ten novels. Her writing career came as 
somewhat of  a surprise after eighteen years running her own marketing agency. 
However, she has always been an avid reader and now enjoys pairing up with 
other authors and travelling to various book events around the country. She 
lives in a Nottinghamshire village with her husband, two daughters and a dog. 
www.CathyBramleyAuthor.com @CathyBramley.

UK Publisher: Transworld
Publication date: March 2019
Editor: Francesca Best
Agent: Hannah Ferguson 
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.336)

Option Publisher
German - Heyne
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ISABELLE BROOM

A Thousand Stars and You

Alice is settling down. It might not be the adventurous life she once 
imagined, but more than anything she wants to make everyone 
happy - her steady boyfriend, her over-protective mother - even if  
it means a little part of  her will always feel stifled.

Max is shaking things up. After a devastating injury, he is 
determined to prove himself. To find the man beyond the 
disability, to escape his smothering family and go on an adventure.

A trip to Sri Lanka is Alice’s last hurrah - her chance to throw 
herself  into the heat, chaos and colour of  a place thousands of  
miles from home.

It’s also the moment she meets Max.

Alice doesn’t know it yet, but her whole life is about to change.

Max doesn’t know it yet, but he’s the one who’s going to change it.

One spark will illuminate both their lives.

Isabelle Broom was born in Cambridge and studied Media Arts at the University 
of  West London before starting a career first in local newspapers and then as a junior 
sub editor at Heat magazine. She travelled through Europe during her gap year and 
went to live on the Greek island of  Zakynthos for an unforgettable and life-shaping 
six months after completing her degree. Since then, she has travelled widely, but her 
wanderlust was reined in when she met Max, a fluffy little Bolognese puppy desperate 
for a home. When she’s not writing novels set in far-flung locations, Isabelle spends her 
time as a free lance Book Reviews Editor.

UK Publisher: Michael Joseph 
Publication date: August 2018
Editor: Eve Hall
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.400)

Rights Sold
Portuguese - Planeta

Option Publishers 
German - Heyne
Italian - Giunti
Lithuanian - Alma Littera
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm
Polish - Amber
Spanish - Urano
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TRACY BUCHANAN

The Lost Sister 
The new breath-taking novel from Tracy Buchanan, author of  no.1 Kindle bestseller, My 
Sister’s Secret.

Tracy Buchanan is a journalist and producer, writing and commissioning web 
content for BBC and Open University co-productions. Before this, she worked as a 
travel editor, after quitting her job as an online media expert for PR guru Matthew 
Freud.  She now lives in Milton Keynes with her husband, their daughter and their 
Jack Russell, fitting in regular jaunts abroad to sate the wanderlust she developed 
while listening to her Sri Lankan grandparents’ childhood stories.

UK publisher: Avon 
US Publisher: Bookouture 
Publication date: July 2018
Editor: Rachel Faulkner-Wilcocks
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.448)

Rights Sold
German - Blanvalet

Option Publishers
Danish - Flamingo
Estonian - Ersen
Hungarian - Alexandra
Italian - Newton Compton
Portuguese - Bertrand

When Becky gets the call that her mother is dying, she rushes 
to be with her despite their fractious relationship. She’s surprised 
when her mother asks to be taken to a local cave to die, the walls 
within the cave covered in beautiful paintings. As her life wanes, 
Becky’s mother begins to open up, revealing she had an affair with 
Idris, a man accused of  being a local cult leader, many years ago.

In her final moments, Becky’s mother makes another shocking 
revelation: she had another daughter with Idris, but both the girl 
and Idris mysteriously disappeared. Becky can’t help but wonder 
if  what she’s heard is true: her novelist mother is known for 
fabricating half-truths and exaggerations. But as she looks at the 
cave paintings around her, she realises some depict the very story 
her mother told.

When her mother dies, Becky decides to go in search of  her 
younger sister, using the paintings she finds in the caves inhabited 
by Idris and his followers, plus local rumours, to piece together 
his story. In the process, she uncovers yet more secrets and lies, 
making her question everything she thought she knew about her 
family.

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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ADRIENNE CHIN

The Lost Letter From Morocco 
A forbidden love affair. A long-buried secret. A journey that will change everything.

Adrienne Chin grew up in rural Quebec, and studied English Literature in 
Windsor, Ontario. She retraced her English father’s footsteps back to England, 
working as a film and TV researcher. She later retrained as an interior designer 
and has run her own deisgn business in London for the past 20 years. She 
attended the Faber Academy Novel Writing Course in 2011, and this is her 
first novel. 

UK Publisher: Avon 
Publication date: March 2019
Editor: Rachel Faulkner-Wilcox
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Unedited Manuscript (pp.400)

1984. In the Moroccan village of  Zitoune, Hanane’s love for 
Irishman Gus is forbidden. Forced by her father to flee her home 
with the man she loves, Hanane is certain she is running towards 
her destiny. But she has made a decision that will haunt her family 
for years to come.

2009. When Addy discovers an unfinished letter and a mysterious 
photograph  in her late father’s belongings, she decides to journey 
to Morocco in search of  answers. But she is quickly pulled into a 
world that she doesn’t understand.

The longer Addy stays, the more she starts to wonder just how 
many secrets are hiding behind the cascading waterfalls of  
Zitoune. And when history starts to repeat itself, it seems her 
journey might just change the person she is forever.

A heartbreaking story of  impossible love and dark family secrets 
that readers of  Jenny Ashcroft and Rosanna Ley will love.

WOMEN’S  FICTION
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LISA DICKENSON

Swiss Kiss

A sweet love story set in snowy-mountain wintertime in 
Switzerland.  

Anna is suffering from trauma after surviving a terrorist attack, 
so adopts a Bernese Mountain Dog puppy as a support animal.  
But this is no ordinary puppy – this is an ever-growing bear cub, 
who is filling up her small flat, and her life, faster than she could 
say ‘good boy’.  

When an opportunity arises for Anna to dig her way out 
from under the dog fur and release herself  from the enclosing 
claustrophobia, she grabs it.  Off they go, together, on a trip back 
to his home country for the winter season, both of  them in need 
of  space and air.  Raising a puppy in a new country is made easier 
when Anna meets Christian, a ski instructor, who helps her see the 
joy in life again, despite some hardships along the way.

A tale of  coming to terms with life, finding the part of  you that 
gets lost, and remembering to love along the way.

“You know this snow-white mark on the back of  your Bernese Mountain puppy’s head? 
That’s called a ‘Swiss Kiss’.”

Lisa Dickenson is a former child actress and singer who appeared on the West 
End in 1948, and made her Broadway debut in a 1954 production of  The Boy 
Friend, and rose to prominence starring in musicals such as My Fair Lady and 
Camelot, both of  which earned her Tony Award nominations… Or that might 
be Julie Andrews… whatever.

UK Publisher: Sphere 
Publication date: Autumn 2019
UK Editor: Viola Hayden
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: November 2018
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MIRANDA DICKINSON

Somewhere Beyond the Sea

Can you fall in love with someone before you’ve even met?

Seren MacArthur is living a life she never intended. Trying to save 
the Cornish seaside business her late father built – while grieving 
for his loss – she has put her own dreams on hold and is struggling. 
Until she discovers a half-finished seaglass star on her favourite 
beach during an early morning walk. When she completes the 
star, she sets into motion a chain of  events that will steal her heart 
and challenge everything she believes.

Jack Dixon is trying to secure a better life for daughter Nessie 
and himself. Left a widower and homeless when his wife died, 
he’s just about keeping their heads above water. Finding seaglass 
stars completed on Gwithian beach is a bright spark that slowly 
rekindles his hope.

Seren and Jack are searching for their missing pieces. But when 
they meet in real life, it’s on the opposing sides of  a battle. Jack is 
managing the redevelopment of  a local landmark, and Seren is 
leading the community campaign to save it.

Both have reason to fight – Seren for the cause her father believed 
in, Jack for his livelihood. But only one can win. With so much at 
stake, will they ever find what they are really looking for?

A sparkling tale of  love, life and finding magic where you least expect it.

Miranda Dickinson is a Sunday Times Bestselling novelist. Her first novel, 
Fairytale of  New York was discovered on Authonomy.com and went on to sell over 
150,000 copies, become a bestseller in Germany and Turkey and was nominated 
for the RNA Novel of  the Year award 2010. Since then Miranda has become a 
Sunday Times Bestselling author of  four books, she has been shortlisted again for 
the RNA Novel of  the Year, this time with It Started With a Kiss,she has been 
published in seven languages and has been a bestseller in four countries. She’s 
sold over half  a million books and still can’t believe it’s all happened to her!

UK Publisher: Pan Macmillan
Publication date: June 2018
UK editor: Caroline Hogg
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Paperback Copies (pp.496)

Rights Sold
Norway - Cappelen Damm
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MIRANDA DICKINSON

The Day We Meet Again

Phoebe and Sam meet by chance at St Pancras station. Heading 
in opposite directions, both seeking their own adventures, meeting 
the love of  their lives wasn’t in the schedule. So they make a 
promise: to meet by the statue of  Sir John Betjeman in twelve 
months’ time if  they still want to be together.

But is life ever as simple as that?

This is a story of  what-ifs and maybes – and how one decision can 
change your life forever...

Two travellers meet at St Pancras station when both their trains 
are delayed. With four hours to kill before they can embark on 
their journeys, they strike up a conversation – and discover an 
overwhelming attraction to one another. 

‘We’ll meet by the statue of  Sir John Betjeman, on the upper concourse of  St Pancras 
station, a year from today,’ he said. ‘If  we’re meant to be together, we’ll both be there. If  
we’re not, it was never meant to happen...”

Miranda Dickinson is a Sunday Times Bestselling novelist. Her first novel, 
Fairytale of  New York was discovered on Authonomy.com and went on to sell over 
150,000 copies, become a bestseller in Germany and Turkey and was nominated 
for the RNA Novel of  the Year award 2010. Since then Miranda has become a 
Sunday Times Bestselling author of  four books, she has been shortlisted again for 
the RNA Novel of  the Year, this time with It Started With a Kiss,she has been 
published in seven languages and has been a bestseller in four countries. She’s 
sold over half  a million books and still can’t believe it’s all happened to her!

UK Publisher: HQ/ HarperCollins
Publication date: Autumn 2019
UK editor: Manpreet Grewal
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: October 2018 
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CARRIE HOPE FLETCHER

When The Curtain Falls

In 1952 two young lovers meet, in secret, at the beautiful 
Southern Cross theatre in the very heart of  London’s West End. 
Their relationship is made up of  clandestine meetings and stolen 
moments because there is someone who will make them suffer if  
he discovers she is no longer ‘his’. But life in the theatre doesn’t 
always go according to plan and tragedy and heartache are 
waiting in the wings for all the players . . .

Almost seventy years later, a new production of  When the Curtain 
Falls arrives at the theatre, bringing with it Oscar Bright and Olive 
Green and their budding romance. Very soon, though, strange 
things begin to happen and they learn about the ghost that’s 
haunted the theatre since 1952, a ghost who can only be seen on 
one night of  the year. Except the ghost is appearing more often 
and seems hell bent on sabotaging Oscar and Olive’s relationship. 
The young couple realise they need to right that wrong from years 
gone by, but can they save themselves before history repeats itself  
and tragedy strikes once more?

Moulin Rouge meets Phantom of  the Opera in this spellbinding and 
magical story of  unrequited love and revenge. When the Curtain 
Falls is Carrie Hope Fletcher at her romantic best - it will take 
your breath away.

Theatres have a certain kind of  magic. When the curtain rises, we are all enraptured by the 
glare of  the lights and the smell of  the greasepaint but it’s when the curtain falls that the 
real magic begins . . . 

Carrie Hope Fletcher is an actress, singer, vlogger and, thanks to her popular YouTube 
channel ItsWayPastMyBedTime, ‘honorary big sister’ to hundreds of  thousands of  young people 
around the world. The videos she creates (on topics as diverse as exam stress, handling school 
bullies and how to pee in a onesie) have been viewed nearly  fifty million times. Her  first book, All 
I Know Now, went to number 1 in the Sunday Times Bestseller list and sold more than 30,000 copies 
in hardback. Her debut novel, On The Other Side, also hit the number 1 spot.

UK Publisher: Sphere
Publication date: July 2018
Editor: Manpreet Grewal
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Hardback Copies (pp.368)

Option Publishers
Brazilian – Rocco
German – Diana Verlag
Hungarian - XXI.Század Publishing
Korean – Munhakdonge
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GIOVANNA FLETCHER

Some Kind of  Wonderful

Lizzy and Ian have been a couple since their first day at university. 
Now, after celebrating a decade together, everyone thinks they’re 
about to get engaged. A romantic escape to Dubai is the perfect 
moment, but instead of  the proposal Lizzy hopes for, Ian reveals 
he’s not sure he even wants her anymore.

Lizzy is heartbroken. But through the tears, she realises this is her 
chance to seize the opportunities she missed as Ian’s other half. 
But what does she want? How much of  her is really Lizzy, and 
how much was Ian’s influence? Determined to discover who she is 
at heart, Lizzy sets out to rediscover the girl she was before – and 
in the meantime, have a little fun . . .

The magical new #4 Sunday Times Bestseller about a young woman’s voyage of  self-
discovery by Giovanna Fletcher.

Actress, singer, YouTuber and presenter, Giovanna Fletcher grew up in Essex. 
She’s the author of  five novels, one non-fiction book, Happy Mum, Happy Baby 
and co-wrote Eve of  Man with her husband Tom Fletcher. They live in London 
with their three young sons and document their lives online where she has over 
a million followers. www.giovannafletcher.com

UK Publisher: Michael Joseph
PB Publication date: September 2018 
Editor: Maxine Hitchcock
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Papeback Copies (pp.416)

Rights Sold
Serbian - Evro Books

Option Publishers
Italian - Rizzoli
Turkish - Eksik Parca
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ALI MCNAMARA

Daisy’s Vintage Cornish Campervan

When Anastasia is left a battered old VW campervan in her best 
friend’s will, with the express wish that Ana restore the old vehicle 
and use it in a way that will bring her happiness, she is bewildered. 
Ana is a successful (and busy!) project manager for a large IT 
company in London, and the thought of  travelling all the way 
down to Cornwall to visit the beaten-up van isn’t something that 
appeals to her one little bit.
 
But determined to honour her friend’s wishes, Ana makes the 
long trip. But it’s not just the campervan that appears to need a 
little TLC, Ana soon realizes. As she spends time in the magical 
Cornish seaside town of  St Felix she uncovers more about the 
mystery behind the van, the mechanic who is helping her restore 
it to its former glory, and herself.

The new delightful and romantic novel from best-selling author, Ali McNamara.

Ali McNamara’s debut novel From Notting Hill with Love…Actually was 
published in 2010 to much acclaim and became an instant bestseller. She has 
since written eight further novels with her most recent, Daisy’s Vintage Cornish 
Camper Van, making it into The Bookseller’s Top 20, selling over 35,000 copies 
to date. www.alimcnamara.co.uk

UK Publisher: Sphere 
Publication date: July 2018
Editor: Maddie West
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Paperback Copies (pp. 368))

Option Publishers
German - Goldmann
Italian - Newton Compton
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VICTORIA WALTERS

Summer at the Kindness Cafe

‘Can a little bit of  kindness really change your life? Three very 
different women are about to find out…’ ? 

Abbie Morgan, her sister Louise, and Eszter Harris all find 
themselves in the small town of  Littlewood, nestled in the Surrey 
Hills. Abbie has been made redundant from her job in London 
and moves in with her younger sister Louise whilst she looks for a 
new role. Louise is a nurse and is struggling to move on from the 
break up of  her relationship with her childhood sweetheart just 
before their wedding day. Eszter, from Budapest in Hungary, is in 
town with her daughter Zoe after promising her dying husband 
she would visit his estranged mother. 
 
When Eszter returns the handbag that Abbie left on the train, the 
three of  them become fast friends. The owner of  the Brew café 
in Littlewood, Joy, has a Kindness Board where she encourages 
customers to write up random acts of  kindness that have been 
done to them and she encourages Abbie, Louise and Eszter to 
embrace the town spirit. The three women make a kindness 
pact – Abbie agrees to find someone who needs her help, Louise 
accepts she needs to be kinder to herself, and Eszter is hoping that 
kindness can win over her mother-in-law. 
 
Abbie decides to help the local hotel Huntley Manor, which is in 
serious trouble but the owner Thomas isn’t sure his family home 
can be saved. Louise meets Littlewood’s vet Alex but she isn’t 
sure she can trust anyone after having her heart so badly broken. 
And Eszter is unprepared for the hostile welcome that her late 
husband’s mother gives her. 
 
Can the three of  them embrace kindness as they promised or will 
they fail to see their pact through? Does kindness really have the 
power to change their lives?

The most heart-warming series you’ll read this year, about a small village community with 
a very big heart.

Victoria Walters has always been a bookworm and loved making up stories 
whilst growing up in Surrey. After studying a BA degree in Sociology at Warwick 
university, she worked in human resources before deciding to pursue writing more 
seriously. She now works part-time as a bookseller and loves recommending books.

UK Publisher: Simon & Schuster 
Publication date: June 2019
Editor: Emma Capron
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Edited manuscript (pp. 400)
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Laura Ziepe

Tis The Season To Be Single

Rachel cannot wait to spend Christmas with her boyfriend of  four 
years, Mark. And who knows, maybe this will be the perfect time 
for him to propose. But when he calls her at work one lunchtime 
in November asking to talk, Rachel instantly has a bad feeling. 
Mark then breaks up with her, completely out of  the blue. To 
make matters worse, she finds out that Mark has been having an 
affair with her best friend, Bianca. 

Devastated, Rachel turns to her work friends for support, not 
realizing that Grace is also going through a rough time in her 
marriage and, unable to bear the thought of  spending another 
Christmas with her lazy, unappreciative husband Simon. Grace 
takes the brave decision to separate from Simon after ten years 
together. 

Rachel and Grace are both down in the dumps when Amber 
returns back at work after a two-week holiday in Thailand. 
Amber, who has always been single and carefree, is desperate to 
cheer her friends up. Being single is fun! Besides, there’s no better 
time to be single than at Christmas – the season of  partying. The 
three women make a pact that they will have fun and embrace 
being single in the lead-up to Christmas and they each promise 
they’ll remain dateless so they can all attend their work Christmas 
ball together. 
 
‘Tis the Season to be Single is a female friendship love story 
with snowflakes, secrets and plenty of  romance. Will they keep 
their promise and be single for Christmas? Or will the Christmas 
season have other ideas for them?

When love lets you down, you can always count on your friends to pick you back up again.

Laura Ziepe was born in 1983 and was writing stories from the early age 
of  eight. Knowing she wanted to be an author, she studied Professional and 
Creative writing at St Mary’s University and graduated in 2006. Laura currently 
lives in Essex with her husband, children and dogs.

UK Publisher: HarperImpulse 
Publication: October 2018
UK editor: Charlotte Mursell
Agent: Hannah Ferguson 
Material: Edited manuscript (pp. 384)
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EMMA DARWIN

This Is Not A Book About Charles Darwin

For years, readers, journalists and Darwin enthusiasts have asked 
Emma, ‘When are you going to write a novel about your family?’ 
Even with two historical novels published, Emma had her doubts. 
But the idea gnawed at her and she eventually gave in, only to 
find that writing the novel became a fierce struggle between her 
heritage and her identity as a writer - and ultimately a struggle 
that nearly killed her. 

Books about Charles Darwin and his wife and cousin Emma 
Wedgwood are legion, but Emma had wanted to take the road less 
travelled: there were the fascinating real lives of  Erasmus Darwin 
and the Lunar Society; Tom Wedgwood, the first photographer; 
Julia Wedgwood, who as a writer and intellectual was ranked with 
George Eliot; Ralph Vaughan Williams and his extraordinary 
love story; and poet and Communist John Cornford, first Briton 
to be killed in the Spanish Civil War. 

Emma wanted to grow a novel out of  the science and the art 
- the creativity - that runs through 250 years of  her family like 
a seam of  Potteries clay. But even when she invented a fictional 
character and slid her into the complex lives of  Charles Darwin’s 
grandchildren, she struggled with the factual and emotional truths 
that seemed to dictate what fiction she ‘could’ and ‘couldn’t’ write. 
How, among these riches, could she ever find space to write a 
novel that would be truly hers?

This Is Not A Book About Charles Darwin tells the story of  those 
riches through the lens of  Emma’s struggle. It is a wry, witty and 
honest account of  her journey through her family as she sought 
to write the novel.

Part memoir, part biography, part book about writing and what really makes a novel, and 
actually a brave book about failing, This Is Not A Book About Charles Darwin is a memorable 
piece of  creative life writing.

Emma Darwin is the author of  two historical novels: The Mathematics of  Love 
(Headline Review, 2006) - which is possibly the only book ever to have been 
nominated simultaneously for the Commonwealth Writers’ Best First Book, and 
the RNA Novel of  the Year - and A Secret Alchemy (Headline Review, 2009), 
while her non-fiction Get Started in Writing Historical Fiction was published by 
Teach Yourself  / John Murray in 2016. She has a PhD in Creative Writing from 
Goldsmiths, and is a creative writing mentor and tutor with a hugely popular 
blog, This Itch of  Writing.

UK Publisher: Holland House Books
Publication: February 2019
Editor: Robert Peett
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Edited Manuscript (pp. 272)
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When I Had A Little Sister
The Story of  a Farming Family who Never Spoke

CATHERINE SIMPSON

In 2013, Catherine Simpson’s younger sister, Tricia, committed 
suicide. Tricia was 46 and had been stalked by depression all her 
life. Yet mental illness was a taboo subject within the family; in 
their reticence, Tricia was described as ‘moody or ‘difficult’, not 
ill.
 
After Tricia died Catherine found she had kept a lifetime of  
diaries. Through these, Catherine was able to explore the history 
of  her sister’s suicide and gain greater insight into an illness which 
affects so many. 
 
In When I had a Little Sister, Catherine takes a hard, wry look at how 
death and other difficult subjects were handled in her family and 
families like hers. It also gives us a fascinating insight into the last 
three generations of  a Lancashire farming family and a way of  
life which has now all but disappeared.

A memoir is about a woman’s lifelong battle with depression, her suicide, and her family’s 
inability to discuss mental illness and offer their support, with echoes of  The Last Act of  Love 
by Cathy Rentzenbrink, The Scent of  Dried Roses by Tim Lott and History of  a Suicide by Jill 
Bialosky.

UK Publisher: 4th Estate
Publication date: February 2019
Editor: Helen Garnons-Williams
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Unedited Manuscript (pp. 272) 

Catherine Simpson’s debut novel, Truestory (Sandstone Press, 2015), won 
her a Scottish Book Trust New Writer’s Award. Her short stories and poems 
have been published in Gutter, Grind and New Writing Scotland and other 
publications and performed at festivals including Edinburgh International Book 
Festival, Aye Write!, Dundee Literary Festival and many others. Catherine was 
Writer in Residence 2016/17 for CoastWord Festival, received a Hawthornden 
Fellowship in 2016 and is currently Creative Writing Fellow Tyne & Esk Writers. 
She runs creative writing workshops and has mentored young writers for the 
Scottish Book Trust. Born and brought up on a Lancashire farm, Catherine 
now lives in Edinburgh.

MEMOIR
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ELEANOR WOOD

Staunch

Living alone for the first time since breaking up with my Musician 
Boyfriend (and Photographer Boyfriend, and Hairdresser 
Boyfriend), I spend my evenings scrolling through Tinder while 
drinking heavily, catastrophising with my girlfriends on the phone 
for three hours at a time while drinking heavily, going to yoga 
classes with terrible hangovers, worrying about my overdraft, then 
having another cocktail ‘to cheer myself  up’.

In 1947, my great-grandmother Dolly had to flee her home in 
India with four teenage children and a two-year-old, while eight 
months pregnant. They came to the UK by boat, a trip that 
took over a month, arriving in Glasgow in January. None of  
them owned a coat and they were, essentially, homeless. She, my 
grandmother and my great-aunts all told this story like it was no 
big deal. I have complained more about a bad haircut than they 
ever have about their circumstances.

In 2018, I travelled to India with my grandmother and two of  
my great-aunts, to find out more about their lives and our family 
history – and learn some lessons on the way that I could apply 
to my own life. Plus, hopefully, get a tan, do yoga every day and 
maybe snog some hot hippie guy on the beach, while documenting 
all of  the above on Instagram stories.

These sorts of  books are always referred to as ‘funny, warm and 
wise’ – this is hilarious, hot and utterly unwise, but trying very 
hard to learn from the women who know better.

What are you supposed to do when you’re getting too old to be the cool girl any more, but 
life hasn’t settled down the way you assumed it would?  The life of  an ageing rock chick/
hipster/manic pixie dream girl is a tough one. This is Eat Pray Love for millenials. 

UK Publisher:  HarperCollins HQ
Editor: Rachel Kenny
Publication: Spring 2020
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Summer 2019

Eleanor Wood is the author of  YA novels Becoming Betty and My Secret Rockstar 
Boyfriend (Macmillan Children’s Books). Her work has been published in various 
magazines and on websites, most recently Elle magazine. Her erstwhile lo-fi 
fanzine, Shocking Blues and Mean Reds, won praise from the Independent, 
Lauren Laverne, and Marmalade magazine, among others. She lives in 
Brighton, blogs about music (among other things), has a Leonard Cohen tattoo 
and would like to get a cat, but isn’t sure she can handle the commitment.

MEMOIR
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Every Breath You Take
MARK BROOMFIELD

Every Breath You Take starts with the air on a remote planet, 
four hundred million million kilometres away, and comes closer 
and closer to home.  We visit the weird atmospheres in our solar 
system, and zoom in to find out how life-changing our atmosphere 
is for our world, our cities, streets, homes and our own bodies.
 
From the price of  your house to butterflies and bogs, from public 
relations nightmares to headline news, from holes in the ozone 
layer to disappearing gases, from the French Revolution to the 
future of  the planet, from sniffing to sneezing via seven million 
mysterious deaths each year, The Atmosphere: A Breather’s 
Guide mixes personal stories, current science and Mark’s own 
experiences to give you the low down on what’s up high.
 
The future of  the air that we breathe has never been more 
important.  Air pollution is headline news around the world, 
as we finally get to grips with how bad pollution is for us.  Yet 
the amount of  pollution in the air you breathe weighs about as 
much as a paper clip spread through the Albert Hall.  How can 
such a tiny amount of  stuff have such a dramatic effect?  Will our 
grandchildren still have an atmosphere worth breathing?  Why 
are pollution levels so much higher in the industrial cities of  India 
and China – and what are the prospects for improvement?  How 
do we measure air pollution and what on earth is an odour panel?  
Should you buy, hold on to, or avoid a diesel car?  And who can 
be trusted to give you the truth about what’s in the atmosphere?  
Read this book to find out.

You breathe in and out every few seconds, whether you like it or not.  But what’s in the air 
that you breathe?  There’s no way to be sure, but this new book from air quality specialist 
and full-time breather Dr Mark Broomfield will tell you everything you need to know.  

UK Publisher:  Duckworth Press
US Publisher:  Overlook Press
Publication: June 2019
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Proposal

Mark Broomfield is a professional environmental consultant specialising in 
air pollution and air quality management. He has a BA in chemistry from the 
University of  Cambridge, and a PhD in atmospheric chemistry, and has worked 
as an air quality specialist consultant since 1992, mainly within the consultancy 
sector and also as an industry specialist at ICI.  

POP SCIENCE
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All the Ghosts in the Machine: 
How the Digital Age is Transforming Death in the 21st Century

ELAINE KASKET

This is a book about unintended consequences.  Mark Zuckerberg 
launched Facebook to connect students at Harvard, not to create 
a mixed-use social networking platform and digital cemetery.  
Skype was designed to enable us to chat to one another, not to live 
stream funerals.  In short, when the whiz kids of  Silicon Valley 
created the technologies that we now use to capture, store and 
share massive amounts of  data, it was the living consumer that 
they had in mind. And yet here we are, the dead and the living, 
still segregated in the corporeal world, but mixing and mingling 
like mad in the digital sphere. That situation is tantalising and 
comforting to some, surreal and horrifying to others.  Whatever 
one’s gut reaction, though, those who think that this phenomenon 
does not directly affect them will be surprised at the number of  
ways that this assumption is untrue.  

Written with wit, pace and clarity, All the Ghosts in the Machine 
will traverse the many levels of  this fascinating territory: 
psychological, sociological, practical, legal, spiritual, ethical, and 
commercial.  It will tell the stories of  people who have confronted 
unexpected and complex dilemmas at the many junctions 
where death and life meet online, help readers with their own 
confrontations with these challenges, and explore the implications 
that these fascinating new developments hold for all of  us.  

A book about death and grief  in our digital age, which contributes to the much-needed 
conversation around our online legacy and considers the 21st century realities that now 
complicate our ideas of  ownership, privacy and identity. The importance of  this subject will 
only grow and grow as we spend more our lives and afterlives online.

UK Publisher: Robinson/Little, Brown
Publication: Spring 2019
Editor: Andrew McAleer
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Edited Manuscript (pp. 326)

Elaine Kasket PhD is an expert in the field of  cyberpsychology, particularly at 
the junction where death, technology and psychology meet. She is a counselling 
psychologist with a private practice, and is a Principal Lecturer at Regent’s 
University London. She holds a BA Hons in Psychology and Journalism and 
a Doctorate in Clinical Psychology from the Illinois School of  Professional 
Psychology in Chicago, and a Master’s in Psychotherapy and Counselling 
from Regent’s College, where she now serves as Head of  Programmes for 
Counselling Psychology.  In 2012, she guest-edited the “Death and the Digital 
Age” special issue of  Bereavement Care.  She has delivered over 20 conference 
papers, including key notes, on the subject of  bereavement and digital legacy. 
She has contributed to publications including Psychology Today, the Irish Times, the 
Evening Standard, the New Statesman, BBC News online, and the Irish Independent.  
She has appeared as an expert in this area on BBC Breakfast, ITN Channel 4 
News, BBC East Midlands TV, DocZone (Canadian Broadcasting Company), 
and BBC Teeside, and in the programmes i-Shrine and The Digital Human 
on Radio 4.  She will be guesting on the Death Goes Digital podcast, and is 
working on her own podcast series to support the book.

POP PSYCHOLOGY
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PETER LAWS

The Frighteners
Why We Love Monsters, Ghosts, Death & Gore

The Frighteners follows the quest of  Peter Laws, a Baptist minister 
with a penchant for the macabre, to understand why so many 
people love things that are spooky, morbid and downright 
repellent. He meets vampires, hunts werewolves in Hull, talks to 
a man who has slept on a mortuary slab to help him deal with a 
diagnosis, and is chased by a chainsaw-wielding maniac through a 
farmhouse full of  hanging bodies.

Staring into the darkness of  a Transylvanian night, he asks: 
What is it that makes millions of  people seek to be disgusted and 
freaked out? And, in a world that worships rationality and points 
an accusing finger at violent video games and gruesome films, can 
an interest in horror culture actually give us safe ways to confront 
our mortality? Might it even have power to re-enchant our jaded 
world?

Grab your crucifixes, pack the silver bullets, and join the Sinister Minister on his romp into 
our morbid curiosities.

Peter Laws is an ordained Baptist minister with a taste for the macabre. His 
Master’s Degree Thesis explored the religious themes found in films and stories 
that frighten or disturb us. It was shortlisted for a theology prize. He writes 
a monthly column in the print magazine The Fortean Times and also hosts 
the popular podcast The Flicks That Church Forgot which reviews thriller and 
horror films from a theological perspective. He regularly speaks and preaches at 
churches and events. He lives with his family in Bedfordshire.

UK Publisher: Icon Books
US Publisher: Skyhorse Publishing
Publication date: March  2018
Editor: Kiera Jamieson
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Hardback Copies (pp. 320)

Rights Sold
Taiwan - Sharp Point

POP PSYCHOLOGY
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Kabbalah 
Secrecy, Scandal and the Soul

HARRY FREEDMAN

Kabbalah was never meant to be fashionable. Its earliest 
exponents; deeply mystical, other-worldly Jews, studying in 
closed, secretive groups, in twelfth century Provence would have 
been amazed, and probably horrified, to hear how far and wide 
their doctrine has spread and how universal it has become.

This book tells the story of  Kabbalah from its earliest origins until 
the present day. We trace Kabbalah’s development, from the 2nd 
century visionaries who visited the divine realms and brought 
back tales of  their glories and splendours, through the unexpected 
arrival of  a book in Spain that appeared to have lain unconcealed 
for over a thousand years, and on to the mystical city of  Safed 
where souls could be read and the history of  heaven was an open 
book.

Kabbalah’s Christian counterpart, Cabala, emerged during the 
Renaissance, becoming allied to magic, alchemy and the occult 
sciences. A kabbalistic heresy tore apart seventeenth century 
Jewish communities while closer to our time Aleister Crowley 
hijacked it to proclaim ‘Do What Thou Wilt’.  Kabbalah became 
fashionable in the late 1960s in the wake of  the hippy counter-
culture and with the approach of  the new age, and enjoyed its 
share of  fame, scandal and disrepute as the twenty first century 
dawned.

This concise, readable and thoughtful history of  Kabbalah tells its 
story as it has never been told before. It demands no knowledge 
of  Kabbalah, just an interest in asking the questions ‘why?’ and 
‘how?’    

A concise, readable and thoughtful history of  Kabbalah. 

UK Publisher: Bloomsbury 
Publishing
Publication date: January 2019
Editor: Robin Baird-Smith
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Edited Manuscript (pp. 256)

Harry Freedman is the author of  The Talmud: A Biography and The 
Murderous History of  Bible Translations, both published by Bloomsbury. 
He has a PhD on an Aramaic translation of  the Bible. He writes articles on 
academic topics and social issues, and contributes to books as well as writing 
his own. 

HISTORY
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Wabi Sabi: 
Japanese Wisdom for a Perfectly Imperfect Life

BETH KEMPTON

At a time when huge numbers of  people are turning to other 
countries and cultures for guidance on how to live a happy life, 
as demonstrated by the recent ‘hygge’ and ‘lagom’ publishing 
phenomena, Wabi Sabi is a timely guide to living an authentic 
and inspired life. At its heart are ancient concepts from Japanese 
culture, translated for contemporary life and immediately 
applicable for people looking for purpose and happiness.

It is a refreshing antidote to our fast-paced, consumption-driven 
world, which will inspire readers to slow down, reconnect with 
nature, and be more gentle on themselves. Wabi Sabi will give the 
reader permission to let go of  perfection, and give them tools to 
appreciate beauty and wonder in amongst it all.

At its heart is a beautiful ancient concept from Japan. Wabi Sabi will help readers see beauty 
in imperfection – in their lives and in themselves - and be moved to live an authentic and 
inspired life.

UK Publisher: Piatkus 
US Publisher: HarperCollins Design
Publication date: August 2018
Editor: Anna Steadman
Agent: Caroline Hardman
Material: Hardback Copies (pp. 256)
Rights Sold
Brazil - Verus
Bulgaria - Skyprint
China - CITIC
France - Marabout
Germany - Bastei Luebbe
Hungary - Libri
Israel - Steimatzky
Indonesia - PT Gramedia
Italy - Corbaccio
Korea - Will Books
Netherlands - Bruna
Poland - Otwarte
Portugal - 2020
Russia - Exmo
Serbia - Evro Books
Spain - Urano
Thailand - Mono Move
Turkey - Pena
Vietnam - under offer

Beth Kempton is a mother, writer and entrepreneur committed to helping 
women achieve their full potential. She has worked with UN agencies, global 
brands, charities and individuals all across the world and has an MA in Japanese. 
Her company, Do What You Love, helps people find personal, professional and 
financial freedom. www.bethkempton.com / www.dowhatyouloveforlife.com

LIFESTYLE
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SIOBHAN MILLER

Hypnobirthing

To change the way women approach birth we first need to change 
the way birth is viewed.
 
This book will be an extension of  the work Siobhan does through 
The Positive Birth Company to empower women and their birth 
partners to create positive birth experiences. It aims to change the 
way women approach and experience birth and help them move 
from feeling frightened and anxious (common feelings) to feeling 
relaxed, confident and excited. It will leave women fully informed 
about their options, empowered to make choices that are right for 
them and confident that no matter how their birth pans out they 
will be able to ensure it’s a positive and empowering experience.
 
Birth experiences matter not least because they enable women 
to begin motherhood feeling confident, capable and happy and 
this book will equip women with practical tools they can use in 
pregnancy, birth and life. 

A book to equip women with practical tools they can use in pregnancy, birth and life.

UK Publisher: Piatkus
Publication date: March 2019
Editor: Zoe Bohm
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Proposal 

Siobhan Miller is a mum to three boys, a hypnobirthing teacher and founder of  
The Positive Birth Company and a big believer in the importance of  a positive birth 
experience. Siobhan graduated with a first class honours degree (in English Literature 
and Drama) along with an 18 month old baby in 2008. She subsequently worked 
in digital marketing and publishing for a number of  years before embarking on a 
Psychology Masters in 2013 and training to become a hypnobirthing teacher. Siobhan 
is passionate about supporting women and runs social events for mums including a 
monthly supper club in Devon, where she now lives. She also writes a blog and runs 
her Instagram page, often collaborating with brands on campaigns relevant to babies, 
children and mothers. Earlier this year she launched the world’s first hypnobirthing 
digital pack, her hypnobirthing course in digital form, as well as producing a series of  
free YouTube videos, in a bid to make hypnobirthing accessible to more women, and 
men. So far she has sold over 5,000 digital packs around the world and her videos 
have been viewed over 50,000 times. www.thepositivebirthcompany.co.uk 

LIFESTYLE
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SARAH TURNER

The Unmumsy Mum Diary

**No. 1 Sunday Times bestselling author** 

The Unmumsy Mum has put pen to paper (or fingers to the 
keyboard!) once more to bring you the next instalment of  her life 
as mum to two young boys, documenting motherhood exactly as 
she finds it. Her words have made mums, dads and grandparents 
everywhere laugh and cry in equal measure. 

In The Unmumsy Mum Diary, Sarah shares with us a year in her 
life as a mum, wife, blogger and bestselling author. With her 
trademark candour and wit, she documents the good days and 
the bad days, the giggles and the tantrums. She’ll also share 
poignant, life-changing moments from her year, such as her older 
son heading off through the school gates for the first time. The 
Unmumsy Mum Diary is as honest as it is hilarious and a peek into 
Sarah’s innermost thoughts will leave you in no doubt that, on 
those days when you feel you are not quite cut out for the job, you 
are most definitely not alone.

She’s back! 

Sarah Turner started writing as The Unmumsy Mum after becoming 
disillusioned with the other parenting literature she had read online. Everybody 
seemed to be coping so well. Where were the tales of  mums tearing their hair 
out after yet another sleepless night and endless re-runs of  Peppa Pig? She made 
a vow then and there to document the reality of  parenting, and her blog page 
(http://theunmumsymum.blogspot.co.uk/) and subsequent Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/theunmumsymum) have 640,000 followers. 

UK Publisher: Transworld
US Publisher: Tarcher
PB Publication date: November 2018
Editor: Michelle Signore
Agent: Hannah Ferguson
Material: Hardback Copies (pp. 336)
Rights sold: China - CITIC
Option: Bulgaria - Prozoretz Publishing
Croatia - Egmont , Czech – Albatros
Estonia - Pegasus, German – 
Randomhouse, Hungarian – Muvelt Nep
Korean – Tornado Media
Lithuania - Baltos Lankos
Poland - Bukowylas 
Romanian – A&P
Russian – Sibad
Serbian - Laguna
Slovakian – Tatran
Spanish – La Esfera de los Libros
Ukraine - Hemiro
Vietnamese – Nha Nam Publishing 

L IFESTYLE
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FIONA SANDIFORD

Maggie Dice Has Left the Building

Maggie Dice is an Elvis Presley fan. Her school mates think 
she’s odd as they’re into boy bands. But she has a kindred spirit 
in her grandfather, Don Moonberry. He used to work as an 
Elvis Tribute Artist (ETA) at a seaside holiday park, and still 
loves eating the King’s favourite food, the famous peanut butter, 
bacon and banana sandwich. But he hasn’t worn his rhinestone-
spangled jumpsuit for years now.

Maggie’s grandma’s death leaves her beloved Grandad 
depressed and unable to eat. By chance, Maggie’s friend Dylan 
sees an ad for the National International Elvis Festival in 
the seaside resort of  Wormley Regis. After initial reluctance, 
Grandad and Maggie decide to take part - Maggie in the Young 
Elvis category and Grandad in the ETA competition. 

Grandad helps Maggie with the dance moves and the singing. 
Dylan helps her with guitar and she does a set at an old people’s 
home as a trial run. During the festival they meet a whole cast 
of  whacky characters. There’s Colin Jamslaw, who’s doing the 
Elvis Pier Jump for charity, Hollywood stunt bikers the Hard 
Headed Women, a karate instructor called Brittany Whippett, 
and fellow young performer George together with his bassett 
hound, Lady. They all have different reasons for loving the 
music and magic of  Elvis.

Maggie is determined to win, and to see her grandad on stage, 
hoping that it will help him reclaim his lust for life (and food!).

Humorous middle grade novel with a big heart about a young Elvis fan, who helps her 
grandfather find his zest for life again through an Elvis Tribute Artist competition.

Option UK Publisher: Usborne 
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Winter 2018

MIDDLE GRADE

Fiona Sandiford is a journalist with 20 years’ experience as an 
editor and writer on numerous magazine titles in both the UK 
and Australia. She lives in Sussex and enjoys drinking strong tea, 
listening to soul and disco, stroking her dog’s ears and watching 
Steve Martin movies. But perhaps her greatest love is making 
mischief  with words. 
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Alex Gibson hails from Canada and worked as a teacher for many 
years. She now lives in London with her 3 sons, is a member of  
SCWBI, and Blue is her first book.

ALEX GIBSON

Blue

When Bill Brown turns twelve years old, it is time for him 
to leave the Periwinkle Home for Orphans and Foundlings 
and travel to the city of  Blue to become an apprentice. Bill 
hopes that this will be a turning point in his life. To his dismay, 
the managers of  the Home find a job for him working in a 
pickle factory – doing work advertised as ‘stable, reliable and 
repetitive’. 

Upon arrival in Blue, Bill makes an impulsive decision to 
respond to a different advertisement – for a cabin boy – an ad 
which promises excitement, adventure… and danger.

The king of  Blue announces that the competitors are to 
complete a challenge: to sail across the Cerulean Sea to the 
Cobalt Cliffs where they must fetch an egg from one of  the giant 
seabirds that live there.

In the sparkling seaside city of  Blue, a competition to appoint a Royal Explorer leads to a 
rollicking adventure for cabin boy Bill Brown. 

UK Publisher: Future Submission
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Winter 2019

MIDDLE GRADE
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MIA KUZNIAR

Ship of  Shadows

A Ship of  Shadows is the tale of  a lost desert city, 
pirate hunters, a Moroccan adventure, 
and the deadliest, all-female ship of  pirates to sail the 
realm.

For twelve-year-old Aleja, bored of  everyday life in the Spanish 
city of  Seville, the Ship of  Shadows is an old legend that she’s 
teased for still believing in. A gifted linguist and perpetual day-
dreamer, she longs for the day that she might join the ranks of  
the famous explorers sailing out from the port near her family’s 
tavern. When her unquenchable curiosity lands her in trouble 
at the docks, she finds herself  fleeing with none other than the 
Captain of  the legendary pirate ship, the Ship of  Shadows itself.
 
Swept up into their adventure, Aleja and the pirate crew make 
haste for Morocco to search for a legendary lost city, buried in 
the desert sands, with pirate hunters hot on their tail. Can they 
find the missing piece of  the magical map they’re searching for 
and evade the pirate hunters before they outstay their welcome 
in Morocco? And, even more importantly, can Aleja bear to 
leave her new friends to return home again?

A middle grade historical fiction that will appeal to fans of  fast-paced adventure stories 
with a touch of  magic, such as The Polar Bear Explorers Club and Rebel of  the Sands, and books 
like Prisoner of  Ice and Snow, with strong female friendships and kick-ass heroines.

UK Publisher: Puffin Books/ Penguin
Editor: Ruth Knowles
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Edited manuscript (pp.306)

Rights Sold
Germany - Ravensburger

MIDDLE GRADE

Maria Kuzniar holds a BA (hons) in English Literature from 
the University of  Westminster, and lived in Spain for 6 years as an 
English teacher, which inspired her to write A Sea of  Shadows. Maria 
is currently employed to create and produce English teaching video, 
and is also heavily involved in the book community online, with a blog 
and over thirty-six thousand followers on her book-themed Instagram 
account
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Stacey Sampson is an actor, writer and mother from Sheffield, South Yorkshire. She 
has worked professionally across theatre and television since the age of  15 and is best 
known for her role as Jennifer in Channel 4’s This Is England series (’88 and ’90). Stacey 
combines acting with community work, teaching drama and literacy to a diverse range 
of  groups including young offenders and people with experience of  homelessness and 
mental health issues. Her fiction has won the Off the Shelf  Novel Slam, the Arvon 
Award and a Northern Writer’s Award, as well as twice being shortlisted for the Mslexia 
Novel Competition, including for The Salt of  the Sky.

STACEY SAMPSON

The Salt of  the Sky

 Winner of  the 2016 Mslexia Novel Competition 

A Girl lives on a lighthouse island with only her Father and their 
dog, Moll. The island is all she has ever known, until one morning 
a Boy is washed up on their shore. The Girl has never seen a real 
Boy before, and is fascinated. But when Father sees the contents 
of  the Boy’s bag, he drags him out to the stables and locks him 
in, telling his daughter he has come here to spread Badness and 
cannot be trusted.
 
While Father is out at sea, the Girl’s curiosity gets the better of  
her. She goes to speak to the Boy and unwittingly facilitates his 
escape. Lost on the unforgiving island, the race is now for the 
Girl to find the Boy before her Father and his shotgun do. As her 
concept of  Good and Bad becomes blurred, can Father prevent 
the secrets he has tried to hide for a lifetime from unravelling?

A timeless and beautifully told tale of  innocence - and its loss - of  discovery and learning, of  
knowing where you came from and that you can always go home.

Publisher: Future submission 
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Unedited manuscript (pp. 146)

MIDDLE GRADE
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FIONA SANDIFORD

The Great Dodo De-Exctinction

Ten-year-old Leni lives on the island of  Mauritius and loves 
birds. From her beachside treehouse, she dreams of  being a 
vet someday, helping the feathered creatures of  her homeland. 
Sadly, there’s one she thinks she’ll never get to see – the dodo. It’s 
been extinct for hundreds of  years. But all that could be about to 
change with the arrival of  a couple of  bird boffins.
 
Arch rival scientists – Jethro Flowers from England and Celia 
Scissorson from Australia – disembark on the tropical island and 
discover they’re on the same mission. Both professors want to 
bring the legendary bird back from the dead. They call it de-
extinction. The race is on – and feathers are about to fly. Bird-
loving Leni is fascinated and is keen to help them both. Will either 
of  them manage to re-do the dodo? Or will their bitter rivalry just 
leave them with egg on their faces?
 
What’s more, flamboyant sugar tycoon Benny Chouchou isn’t 
happy about the professors’ aims and is determined to stop dodos 
making a comeback at all, so the big, flightless birds doesn’t get in 
the way of  his plans to expand his sugar empire. Chouchou sends 
his two gormless henchmen, Beefball and Wingnut, to spy on the 
two professors and steal their dodo eggs.

Could the hapless bird be doomed to re-extinction before it’s 
even been de-extincted? Or can Leni help make sure that, for the 
dodo, life is sweeter second time around?

 A fun and kooky new middle grade story, which sees the one and only dodo bird come back 
from the dead.

UK Publisher: Usborne
Editor: Anne Finnis
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Unedited Manuscript
Publication date: Spring 2019 (pp. 120)

Fiona Sandiford is a journalist with 20 years’ experience as an 
editor and writer on numerous magazine titles in both the UK 
and Australia. She lives in Sussex and enjoys drinking strong tea, 
listening to soul and disco, stroking her dog’s ears and watching 
Steve Martin movies. But perhaps her greatest love is making 
mischief  with words. 

MIDDLE GRADE
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Alex Bell is a 30-year-old author who has published several YA 
novels with Gollancz, Headline and Stripes Publishing. Her most 
recent novels are Zoella Bookclub selected Frozen Charlotte and 
The Haunting. The Polar Bear Explorers Club is her first foray 
into Middle Grade. After deciding to use her Law degree for good, 
instead of  for evil, she also works as an advisor for the Citizens Advice 
Bureau. Most of  her spare time consists of  catering to the whims of  
her Siamese cat.

ALEX BELL

Explorers on Witch Mountain

Stella Starflake Pearl is eagerly anticipating her next expedition. 
Suddenly disaster strikes when Stella’s father, Felix, is snatched by 
a fearsome witch. Stella must bring her magic ice princess tiara 
to Witch Mountain or she will never see Felix again! But no one 
ever returns from Witch Mountain...

Stella, Ethan, Shay, Beanie and reluctant Jungle Cat explorer, 
Gideon, set off into the unknown. They will face terrifying bat 
caves, poisonous apple groves, outraged vultures, argumentative 
mushrooms and deranged broomsticks in their quest to rescue 
Felix.

The second book in the series of  The Polar Bear Explorers Club, 
which was Waterstones Book of  the Month and has sold almost 
50,000 copies in the UK. 

A magical fantasy adventure set in the artic region, with a friendship story at its heart.

UK Publisher: Faber & Faber
US Publisher: Simon & Schuster
UK Editor: Leah Thaxton
US Editor: David Gale
Publication date: November 2018
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Paperback Copies (pp. 384)

Rights sold
French - Gallimard 
German - Fischer
Italian - Salani
Romanian - Nemira
Israel - Modan
Spanish - Salamandra
Turkey - Kultur
Russia - Azbooka
Taiwan - Worldfield

MIDDLE GRADE
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MARIA KUZNIAR

A Dance of  Silk and Snow
A magical and enchating retelling of  the Nutcracker in Edwardian times. 

UK Publisher: On Submission
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Unedited manuscript (pp. 271)

Maria Kuzniar holds a BA (hons) in English Literature from the University of  
Westminster, and lived in Spain for 6 years as an English teacher, which inspired her to 
write A Sea of  Shadows. Maria is currently employed to create and produce English 
teaching video, and is also heavily involved in the book community online, with a blog 
and over thirty-six thousand followers on her book-themed Instagram account. Her 
first middle grade series is being published by Puffin.

YOUNG ADULT

There’s nothing Marietta Stelle loves more than dancing. But 
after she’s performed The Sleeping Beauty ballet on Christmas 
Day, her dreams of  becoming a ballerina will be over as her 
parents introduce her into Edwardian society instead. While 
she is chafing against their traditional ideals, a mysterious man 
enters Nottingham, moving into the townhouse next door. 
Dr Drosselmeier wins over the entire Stelle family with his 
enchanting toys and wondrous mechanisms; all except Marietta, 
who doesn’t trust him. When he builds an elaborate set for her 
ballet, she discovers that it carries a magic all of  its own. And on 
the stroke of  midnight, on Christmas Eve, it opens. 

Curious, Marietta slips through and finds herself  wandering 
through a snowy fir forest, where she encounters danger at 
every turn; ice giants, shadow goblins, and the shrieking mist 
all lurk amidst the firs and frozen waterfalls and ice cliffs. After 
being rescued by soldiers, she is taken to the frozen sugar palace, 
where a decadently luxurious ball is taking place. At once, 
Marietta is enchanted by this glittering world of  glamorous 
dresses, gingerbread chalets, miniature reindeer, and delicate 
confectionary. 

But all is not as it seems, and Marietta is soon captured and 
locked away in the sumptuous palace along with the King’s 
other “pets”—a princess from another land and a fierce 
fairy—with whom she must strike up an alliance to devise the 
perfect escape plan. With friendship, magical doors into other 
worlds, and a forbidden romance, Marietta must navigate this 
unfamiliar world to find a way out of  her gilded prison and back 
home again to follow her dreams. 
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Rachel Rowlands is a freelance editor based in Manchester. She 
particularly enjoys editing young adult, fantasy/sci-fi, and romance. 
She has a degree in English and Creative Writing, is a book hoarder, 
a video games lover, a Ghibli fan and a bit of  a cat lady. Secrets of  a 
Cosplayer is her first novel and draws on personal experience.

RACHEL ROWLANDS

Secrets of  a Cosplayer

Cosplay, the act of  dressing up as characters from fandom, 
is sixteen-year-old Holly Carlisle’s escape from the anxiety 
disorder she’s never been able to control. Her online alter ego, 
Momo, remains Holly’s only treatment… and a closely guarded 
secret. Transforming into Momo behind closed doors, Holly 
can become someone she’s too afraid to be in the real world. 
Only Holly’s best friend Rosita knows about Momo. A talented 
photographer and Holly’s closest ally, Rosita helps her transform 
into a variety of  fantasy heroines, ranging from Ariel to Lara 
Croft or Final Fantasy.
 
Encouraged by her friend Rosita, Holly enters a country-wide 
cosplaying competition run by Alt Kingdom, Holly’s favourite 
fashion brand, who are looking for their ultimate cosplay 
ambassador. Winning the competition is Holly’s greatest dream, 
but does she have what it takes to win? Holly’s idol, Gemini, 
has entered as well and causes Holly to have doubts about her 
talents. Can she overcome her anxieties to get through to the 
shortlist?
 
When Holly meets Noah at her favourite bookshop, she’s 
smitten. Not only does he share her interests, but he understands 
her struggle with mental health. But when Holly’s identity as 
Momo is revealed to the entire school, Holly begins to wonder 
who she can really trust… BFF, boyfriend, or no one at all. With 
her anxiety out of  control in the form of  frequent panic attacks, 
her school life falling apart, and trolls emerging to torment 
her online, Holly is forced to confront her worries head-on 
and decide on the kind of  life she really wants to live – with or 
without Momo.   

A novel about overcoming your fears and anxieties, female friendship, first love and 
what happens when your schoolmates find out your secret double life as a social media 
cosplaying phenomenon. It will appeal to fans of  Under-Rose Tainted Skies, Fangirl, and 
Geekerella.

UK Publisher: On Submission
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Unedited manuscript (pp. 242)

YOUNG ADULT



54

ALEX BELL

Music and Malice in Hurricane Town

Seventeen-year-old Jude Lomax lives above a gumbo shop 
in Hurricane town – an infamous city full of  music, black 
magic, jazz clubs and swamps. Jude makes a living playing the 
saxophone in jazz funerals. These start on the neon streets and 
accompany the coffin all the way to various gated cemeteries. 
The town is ruled over by a supernatural elite, and life is 
exceptionally hard for an ordinary musician like Jude.

One day, she gets a job playing in the funeral for murdered 
voodoo queen, Ivory Monette. Nobody knows who managed 
to kill the formidable sixty-year-old, but she was widely feared, 
and most people are pleased to see the back of  her. When 
the procession arrives at Saint Clémence Cemetery, a voodoo 
poppet attaches itself  to Jude, which contains a powerful 
enchantment that has allowed Ivory’s spirit to leave her corpse 
and go straight into Jude.

Monette’s doll declares that she wants to find out who murdered 
her. Her throat was cut from behind and she never saw her 
killer’s face. She insists that she won’t leave Jude in peace until 
she has this answer and the murderer has paid for their crime.

Jude is forced into playing the part of  a detective, which takes 
her deep into the underbelly of  Hurricane town, and to meet 
gentleman pirates, smugglers, powerful magicians and ghosts. 
She is in a race against time to find the murderer before she 
ends up entirely consumed by black magic.

Jazz and magic mix in this wonderfully atmospheric tale about a saxophone player who has 
to solve the gruesome murder of  the town’s most feared and revered voodoo queen.

UK Publisher: Stripes/ Little Tiger
Publication date: April 2019
Editor: Katie Jennings
Agent: Thérèse Coen
Material: Edited manuscript (pp. 236)

Rights Sold
Russian - Eksmo

Alex Bell is a 30-year-old author who has published several YA 
novels with Gollancz, Headline and Stripes Publishing. Her most 
recent novels are Zoella Bookclub selected Frozen Charlotte and 
The Haunting. The Polar Bear Explorers Club is her first foray 
into Middle Grade. After deciding to use her Law degree for good, 
instead of  for evil, she also works as an advisor for the Citizens Advice 
Bureau. Most of  her spare time consists of  catering to the whims of  
her Siamese cat.

YOUNG ADULT
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LAUREN PRICE

A Bad Boy Stole My Bra

Imagine waking up in the middle of  the night to find your new 
neighbour dangling out of  your window. And not only is he 
dangling out of  your window, he’s also clutching your tattiest bra 
in his hand. What. The. Actual. Fudge.

When notorious bad boy and new kid on the block, Alec Wilde, 
moves in next door to Riley, sparks fly. Alec is everything that Riley 
despises – he’s cocky, obnoxious and annoyingly handsome – and 
after their ‘unconventional’ introduction, Riley is determined to 
get her own back. Alec picked the wrong girl’s bra to steal!

A furious prank war ensues, and it’s clear Alec has met his match 
in Riley. But behind the playful give-and-take, Riley is barely 
holding it together. Her family is struggling to cope after her 
cousin’s death, her cheating ex-boyfriend is back in town and 
maybe, just maybe, she’d like more from Alec than banter and 
practical jokes. But how can Riley get through to the real him 
when she can’t even take herself  seriously?
 

Wattpad stats:
101 million reads across the series

2.6 million votes
No.1 in romance; No.3 in humour

Lauren has 138,000 followers
Youtube trailer has over 329,000 views 

Meet Riley Greene and Alec Wilde, the Wattpad sensation that’s taken the world by storm, 
with over 101 million reads across the series and 2.6 million votes!

UK Publisher: Black & White
Publication date: August 2018
Agent: Joanna Swainson
Material: Paperback Copies (pp. 304) 

Rights Sold
Germany - Heyne
France - Hachette
Italy - Il Castoro
Turkey - Epsilon
Indonesia - Haru

Lauren Price is a student from Coventry. Just turned 18, she has loved 
writing for as long as she can remember, and spent her childhood with 
her nose in a book or writing short stories. After six chapters of  Bad Boy, 
she discovered Wattpad and started posting online. While the site didn’t 
birth her love of  writing, it rapidly became a huge motivation for her as 
the reads and votes clocked up.

YOUNG ADULT


