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Sinéad Desmond 
RAGE OF MAIDENS 
 

DEATH, LOVE AND REVENGE REIGN IN THIS DARING  
DÉBUT FROM AN UNFLINCHING NEW VOICE 
 
ALEXA’S BEEN BADLY HURT BY THE MAN SHE LOVES. SHE WANTS HIM 
DEAD. SHE IMAGINES IT HAPPENING. AND JUST LIKE THAT, HE’S GONE.  
 
HAS A SPARK OF THE POWER, THE GUTS OF KILLING EVE AND THE  
HEART OF THELMA AND LOUISE  
 
 
Thirty-six year old Alexa Charm lives alone in New York with her two chocolate Labradors. She is successful, smart and 
wickedly funny. She is also angry. The man she loved did something terrible to her – she’ll never say what, but it was so 
terrible that she imagined him dying. And guess what? Three days later, he dies. 
  
Curious Alexa reads the news and finds other men who have done really bad things to women, and they all die exactly as 
she imagines. Realising her ‘talent’ can help a lot of people, she creates avengewomen.com; a safe place to share pain, 
which also provides a steady stream of guys who deserve to die.  
  
The website rapidly gets popular so Alexa places an advert in The New York Times asking for help. This changes       
everything: she hires Lisa Yen Mah, an ex-dentist divorcee living with her own pain; a journalist calls wanting to write an 
article on Avenge Women but he also wants to get to know Alexa; and the website brings Karen Graham into their lives, a   
mother who has found hope in the website and is looking to escape.  
  
And so we follow Alexa and this new collection of people around her. But even as Avenge Women builds and Alexa 
thrives, the human heart is a fragile organ and the power to kill can’t save you from everything…  
  
RAGE OF MAIDENS is unsettling, it is brave and it is at times brash, but it is also an exploration of the power of female 
friendship and how love can undo us all, no matter how strong we believe we are. 
 
 
UK publication: on submission  
 
306 typescript pages 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Camilla Bolton) 
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Darley Anderson Agency) 
 
 
Sinéad Desmond has worked as a journalist and television presenter. After a decade working for UK newspapers she 
returned to her native Ireland in 2007 where she became an anchor on Irish breakfast television and newspaper  
columnist. In 2017 she was accepted onto a Faber Academy writing course where she began to write RAGE OF  
MAIDENS. She is currently planning her second book, DARK LANE.  

DÉBUT DARKER WOMEN’S FICTION 
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R.S. Maxwell  
A LAST BREATH 
 
A HAUNTING AND COMPELLING DÉBUT EXPLORING 
COMPLEX AND MURKY MORAL TERRITORY OF FAMILY 
RELATIONSHIPS 

 
JUDITH IS SUCCESSFUL, PRIVILEGED, ADMIRED AND WEALTHY.  BUT IT  
WASN’T ALWAYS THIS WAY. 
 
PERFECT FOR FANS OF BARBARA VINE AND SJ WATSON 
 
 
Judith is a 36-year-old renowned classic pianist, living inside a privileged bubble of art and wealth with her fiancé in  
London. 
 
Three months before her wedding, she receives word that her mother, a reclusive hoarder who she has not seen for 
years, has passed away. 
 
Judith has worked hard to distance herself from the working class background of her childhood in Scarborough, yet now 
must return to her hometown - and to her past – in order to clear the house. Most importantly, Judith must find the object 
that links her to a historic crime from her childhood. 
 
Nestled amongst the piles of rubbish and belongings accumulated by her mother, Judith’s secret had been kept safe for 
years. Now, it is at risk of being uncovered: along with others her mother had spent a lifetime trying to conceal. 
 
Written as a dual-narrative between London and the windswept Yorkshire coast of the 1980s, A LAST BREATH expertly 
weaves family relationships with suspense and explores the idea of whether a person can ever truly change who they 
were born to be. 
 

 
UK publication: on submission 
 
320 typescript pages 

 

 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Tanera Simons) 
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
 
 
R.S. Maxwell was born in Scarborough, Canada and earned a BA in Philosophy from York University. He formerly wrote 
corporate and commercial copy as a media analyst in broadcasting and feature film. Drawing in part from this own  
childhood, his first novel, A LAST BREATH, is set in the Yorkshire namesake of his Canadian birthplace. He lives in  
Toronto with his wife and two daughters and is currently working on his second novel.  

DÉBUT DARKER WOMEN’S FICTION 
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Haleh Agar   
OUT OF TOUCH  
 
A POWERFUL TALE OF BETRAYAL AND ABANDONMENT FROM A 
STUNNING NEW VOICE IN FICTION 
 
TWO SIBLINGS RECEIVE A LETTER FROM THEIR ESTRANGED FATHER. HE 
WANTS TO SEE THEM. HE WANTS TO EXPLAIN. HE WANTS FORGIVENESS.  
 
CAN WE EVER ESCAPE THE PAINFUL EVENTS OF THE PAST OR DO THEY 
MAKE US WHO WE ARE?  
 
 
A man hit Ava with his car, a few miles from her bungalow. He brings her flowers in hospital, and offers to do her laundry. 
He also brings her the letter she dropped that night on the road. 
 
In New York, Ava's brother Michael receives the same letter. He thinks about it as he steps out of the shower into his  
curtainless bedroom. A naked woman stares at him from the apartment across. They both laugh and cover up with their 
arms. 
 
Brother and sister cannot avoid the letter: their estranged father is dying and wants to meet. Can they forgive their father, 
and face each other after all these years apart? Will new unexpected friends offer the advice and comfort they need? 
 
With sharp wit and sensitivity, OUT OF TOUCH is a deeply absorbing story about love and vulnerability, sex and power, 
and the unbreakable bonds of family.  
 
 
UK publication: 2nd April 2020 
 
320 pages 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Camilla Bolton) 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Weidenfeld & Nicolson (Lettice Franklin)  
AUDIO: Weidenfeld & Nicolson  
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
 
 
Haleh Agar was born and raised with her two sisters in Canada until she left to teach English Literature at international 
schools in Bahrain, Singapore and, most recently, London, where she now lives. She is currently writing her second  
novel. 

ACCESSIBLE LITERARY  DÉBUT 
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Nicola Gill  
THE NEIGHBOURS 
 
A FUNNY, HONEST AND MOVING EXPLORATION OF  
NAVIGATING LOVE, LIFE AND FRIENDSHIP IN YOUR  
THIRTIES AND BEYOND 
 
GINNY TAYLOR IS CERTAIN HER LIFE CAN’T GET ANY WORSE. BUT THEN SHE 
MEETS HER DOWNSTAIRS NEIGHBOUR... 
 

PERFECT FOR FANS OF SARAH HAYWOOD AND RUTH JONES 
 
 
Meet Ginny, 34, and Cassie, 55. Neighbours, and (very) unlikely friends. 
 
Some women have it all. Others are 34 and rent a tiny flat alone because they recently found their long-term boyfriend in 
bed with their boss. Ginny Taylor is certain her life can’t get any worse. But then she meets her downstairs neighbour… 
  
Cassie Frost was once a beloved actress, but after a recent mishap she desperately needs a new publicist. And Ginny is 
a publicist who desperately needs a job - but can she be persuaded to work for the prickly woman who lives below her 
floorboards? 
  
Ginny and Cassie are two very different women, but they have more in common than they’d care to imagine (or admit). 
And when their worlds collide, they realise that bad neighbours could become good friends…  
 
 
UK publication: 6th February 2020  
 
400 pages 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Tanera Simons) 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Avon (Katie Loughnane) 
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
 
 
Nicola Gill is an advertising writer who lives in London with her husband and two sons. THE NEIGHBOURS is her first 
novel and she is currently working on her second, THE 37-YEAR-OLD ORPHAN.  

DÉBUT POPULAR FICTION 
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Hayley Doyle  
NEVER SAW YOU COMING 
 
A MOVING, CONTEMPORARY DÉBUT LOVE STORY 
FULL OF HUMOUR AND HEART 
 
JIM AND ZARA COULDN’T BE MORE DIFFERENT BUT SOMETIMES FATE  
PUSHES YOU TOGETHER FOR A REASON 
 
PERFECT FOR FANS OF ONE DAY IN DECEMBER, MISS YOU AND THE NOTE 
 
 
30-year-old Zara Khoury believes in love. She believes in it so much she travels 3,400 miles by plane and 178 miles in a 
battered old car to be with the man she’s been dating online for six months. Despite being raised in Dubai, Zara’s never 
known where she belongs, but she’s certain that uprooting her life to be with Nick is the new beginning she’s been  
craving.  
 
33-year-old Jim Glover is stuck in his life. After the death of his dad, he’s forgotten his dream to become a journalist and 
with both his sisters living in America he made the decision to stay in Liverpool to care for his mum. Currently working on 
the toll booth at the Merseyside Tunnel, every day feels like ground hog day; until he gets a phone call. 
 
When Zara and Jim meet head on, their chance encounter begins a journey neither would have ever taken on their own. 
They are two incredibly different people from very different lives, but sometimes fate pushes you together for a reason… 
 
 
UK publication: 5th March 2020  
 
400 pages 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Camilla Bolton) 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Avon (Helen Huthwaite) 
AUDIO: Avon 
CZECH: Metafora 
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
 
 
Hayley Doyle was born in Liverpool and trained at the Paul McCartney Fame School, LIPA, and worked as an actress for 
more than a decade including being in the West End show, Mamma Mia! She then went on to live and work in Dubai, 
where she founded Hayley's Comet: a children's theatre company specialising in musical theatre, acting and playwriting. 
Hayley now lives in London with her husband and two children, and freelances as a script writer for gaming apps. NEVER 
SAW YOU COMING is her first novel.  
 

 

DÉBUT POPULAR FICTION / UPLIT 
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Mary Hargreaves 
THIS IS NOT A LOVE STORY 

 
A HILARIOUS, FRESH TAKE ON THE TRIALS AND  
TRIBULATIONS OF BEING A YOUNG WOMAN NOW 
 
FOR ANYONE WHO’S EVER WISHED THEY WERE PERFECT. FOR ANYONE 
WHO FEELS LIKE A FAILURE. IT’S NOT A LOVE STORY, IT’S A REAL STORY.  
 
FOR FANS OF HOLLY BOURNE AND MHAIRI MCFARLANE 
 
 
Maggie Gardiner isn't good enough. She had six glasses of wine at a work conference, woke up covered in curry and has 
accidentally ended up living with the boring guy who was supposed to be a one night stand. Something has to change.  
 
Every other twenty-something on Instagram seems to have their sh*t together, so why doesn't she? And so she makes a 
list. When she's ticked off every item, she'll become Maggie 2.0 - the best version of herself, and the one she wants to be. 
Won't she...?  
 
1. Go vegan. It worked for that girl on Twitter. 
2. Take up yoga - that woman she hate-follows swears by it 
3. Start practising mindfulness - all those people can't be wrong...  
4. Quit smoking. It's not 1999.  
 
 
UK publication: June 2020  
  
304 pages 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Tanera Simons)  
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Trapeze (Phoebe Morgan)  
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David)  
  
    
Mary Hargreaves lives in Manchester and has a Masters in Clinical and Health Psychology. She currently works in 
health research. THIS IS NOT A LOVE STORY is her début novel.  

DÉBUT POPULAR FICTION 



11 

 

POPULAR  

FICTION 

 



12 

 

 
 

 
 

Beth O’Leary  
THE SWITCH  
 
THE FUNNY AND UTTERLY CHARMING NEW NOVEL FROM THE 
BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE FLATSHARE 
 
THE FLATSHARE IS A NO.5 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER; 
RIGHTS SOLD IN 32 LANGUAGES; TV RIGHTS UNDER OPTION 
 
‘WRITTEN WITH CARE AND LOVE FOR HER CHARACTERS...FUNNY AND  
WINNING. A REAL TREAT’                               Stylist 
 
 
When overachiever Leena Cotton is ordered to take a two-month sabbatical after blowing a big presentation at 
work, she escapes to her grandmother Eileen's house for some overdue rest. Eileen is newly single and about to 
turn eighty. She'd like a second chance at love, but her tiny Yorkshire village doesn't offer many eligible gentlemen. 
 
Once Leena learns of Eileen's romantic predicament, she proposes a solution: a two-month swap. Eileen can live in 
London and look for love. Meanwhile Leena will look after everything in rural Yorkshire. But with gossiping   
neighbours and difficult family dynamics to navigate up north, and trendy London flatmates and online dating to  
contend with in the city, stepping into one another's shoes proves more difficult than either of them expected. 
 
Leena learns that a long-distance relationship isn't as romantic as she hoped it would be, and then there is the  
annoyingly perfect - and distractingly handsome - school teacher, who keeps showing up to outdo her efforts to  
impress the local villagers. Back in London, Eileen is a huge hit with her new neighbours, but is her perfect match 
nearer home than she first thought? 
 
 
UK publication: 30th April 2020 US publication: TBC 
 
400 pages  
 
Praise for Beth O’Leary: 
 
‘Set to become the romcom of the year with its loveable characters, comic situations and deeply satisfying love    
story – a Sleepless In Seattle for the 21st century’                                       Sunday Express 

 
‘The new Jojo Moyes’              Cosmopolitan 
               
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Tanera Simons)   
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Quercus (Emily Yau)    
NORTH AMERICAN: Flatiron Books      
AUDIO: Quercus     
GERMAN: Heyne/Diana 
        
OPTIONS IN BRAZIL; BULGARIA; CHINA; CROATIA; CZECH REPUBLIC; DENMARK; ESTONIA; FINLAND; 
FRANCE; GERMANY;GREECE; ISRAEL; HUNGARY; ICELAND; ITALY; KOREA; LITHUANIA; NORWAY; POLAND; 
PORTUGAL; ROMANIA; RUSSIA; SERBIA; SLOVAKIA; SLOVENIA; SPAIN /CATALAN; SWEDEN; TAIWAN;  
TURKEY; UKRAINE; VIETNAM; FILM & TV RIGHTS: UNDER OPTION 
 
 
Beth O’Leary studied English at university before going into children's publishing. She lives as close to the countryside 
as she can get while still being in reach of London, and wrote her first novel, THE FLATSHARE, on her train journey to 
and from work. She is now writing novels full time, and if she's not at her desk, you'll usually find her curled up  
somewhere with a book, a cup of tea, and several woolly jumpers. She is currently writing her third novel.  

POPULAR FICTION 
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Kerry Fisher  
THE MOTHER I COULD HAVE BEEN 
 
THE NEW HEART-BREAKING STORY OF IMPOSSIBLE  
DECISIONS AND SECOND CHANCES FROM THE BESTSELLING 
AUTHOR OF THE WOMAN I WAS BEFORE 
 
OVER ONE MILLION COPIES SOLD; A USA TODAY BESTSELLER; A NO.2 KINDLE 
BESTSELLER 
 
‘FULL OF EMOTIONAL FAMILY DRAMA AND DARK SECRETS’   Publishers Weekly
                            
            
Why would you walk away from the one person you can’t live without? 
 
As a child, Vicky Hall never had the kind of family she wanted. The least important person in her new step-family, ignored 
by her mother in favour of her two younger half-siblings, Vicky was always an afterthought. Sitting alone at her graduation 
ceremony at the age of 21, she vows to create her own family and her own life, one which is full of the love and attention 
she has always craved. 
 
When Vicky meets William and falls pregnant in Greece that summer, it isn’t planned. But the two of them believe they can 
make it work, showering their child with the love which they believe should be enough. 
 
But when her son Theo is three, Vicky leaves him in the care of her mother-in-law, walks out of her front door and drives to 
a hotel where she takes a room for the night. She doesn’t return. 
 
 
UK e-book publication: 22nd November 2019                   www.kerryfisherauthor.com 
 
295 pages 
 
Praise for Kerry Fisher: 
 
‘For fans of Jodi Picoult and Liane Moriarty, this book is an intense page-turner...a book that you won't be able to put down 
until the very last page. It’s awesome, read it!’                 Our Grand Life 
            
‘Wow, wow, wow. I am speechless as to how good this book was’                   Stardust Book Reviews
                              
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Clare Wallace)   
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Bookouture  (Jenny Geras)   
NORTH AMERICAN: Bookouture  
AUDIO: Audible  
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David)  
 
 
Kerry Fisher was born in Peterborough and studied French and Italian at Bath University. She lived and worked abroad as 
an English teacher, a holiday rep and grape picker before succumbing to getting a ‘proper job’ and returning to England. 
She studied Periodical Journalism and started at Essentials Magazine in London. She now lives in Surrey with her  
husband, teenage children and dog. She is currently working on her eighth stand-alone novel.  
 
For previous titles see page 14 

POPULAR FICTION  
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Kerry Fisher 
 

THE MILLION COPY BESTSELLING AUTHOR  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE WOMAN I WAS BEFORE  
Kate Jones is running away. She has left her old life behind, changing both her own name and her daughter’s. No-one must ever 
connect Kate with the mistake that destroyed her life. Starting afresh on Parkview Road, Kate looks at the other women on the 
street with envy. They seem to have it all: Gisela with her busy life and successful children, Sally with her exciting spontaneous 
marriage and her high-flying career. The pictures that Kate’s new friends post online confirm their seemingly perfect existence. But 
nothing is quite as picture perfect as it seems. And one day, everything changes, as Kate is called to the scene of a devastating 
car accident, the consequences of which will test everything the women thought they knew about each other, and themselves.  
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Bookouture; NORTH AMERICAN: Bookouture; CZECH: Euromedia; ESTONIAN: Ersen;  
ITALIAN: Nord 
 

THE SECRET CHILD 
Susie was forced to do something she will always regret. Everything that led to the choice she made had to be buried and         
forgotten. Her husband wonders why his wife is so distant. Her daughters can’t understand their changeable mother. Susie knows 
her past is pushing her family apart, and the guilt is eating her up, but she can’t escape from the consequences of what she has 
done. No-one but Susie knows the whole story, and when her daughters discover a piece of the puzzle, she must face the question 
she has struggled with for most of her life: Would the truth bring them back together, or break them?  
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Bookouture; NORTH AMERICAN: Bookouture; POLISH: Literackie 
 

THE SILENT WIFE  
UK paperback publication: Sphere/Little,Brown - October 2018 
US paperback publication: Forever/Grand Central - November 2018 
Lara knows something about her husband Massimo. Something she can’t tell anyone else or everything he has worked so hard for 
will be destroyed: his job, their reputation, their son. This secret is keeping Lara a prisoner in her marriage. Maggie is married to 
Massimo’s brother Nico and lives with him and her troubled stepdaughter. She knows all of Nico’s darkest secrets - or so she 
thinks... 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Bookouture; NORTH AMERICAN: Bookouture; CROATIAN: Mozaik; CZECH: Euromedia;  
ESTONIAN: Ersen; ITALIAN: Editrice Nord; POLISH: Literackie; SLOVENE: DESK 
 

AFTER THE LIE 
When Lydia was a teenager, she made a decision that ruined her family’s life. Lydia’s husband, Mark, and her two teenage  
children know nothing about that summer back in 1982. And that’s the way Lydia wants it to stay. When someone from the past 
turns up as a parent at the school gates, Lydia feels the life she has worked so hard to build slipping through her fingers.  
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Bookouture; NORTH AMERICAN: Bookouture  
 

THE LOVE ISLAND 
Octavia Shelton thought she’d have a different life. One where she travelled the world with an exotic husband and free-spirited  
children in tow. Instead she’s married to safe, reliable Jonathan, and her life now consists of packed lunches, school runs and 
mountains of dirty washing. She’s not unhappy. It’s just that she can barely recognise herself. So as Octavia watches her best 
friend’s marriage break up, it gets her thinking about her own life. And a man she left years ago on an island... 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Avon; GERMAN: Goldmann; NORWEGIAN: Cappelen Damm; PORTUGUESE (BRAZIL):  
Bertrand Brasil  
 

THE NOT SO PERFECT MUM 
Maia is a cleaner for ladies who lunch. She spends her days dashing from house to house cleaning up after them. But an unusual 
inheritance catapults her and her children into the very exclusive world of Stirling Hall School - a place where no child can survive 
without organic apricots and no woman goes a week without a manicure. As Maia and her children try to settle into their new life, 
Maia is inadvertently drawn to the one man who can help her family fit in. But is his interest in her purely professional?  
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Avon; GERMAN: Goldmann; POLISH: Literackie; PORTUGUESE (BRAZIL): Bertrand Brasil 
 
 

POPULAR FICTION  
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Jo Platt 
UNTITLED BOOK #5 
 
THE FIFTH FUNNY AND FEEL-GOOD ROMANTIC COMEDY 
FROM THE AUTHOR OF READING UPSIDE DOWN 
 
EDIE HAS A GOOD WORK-LIFE BALANCE. BUT THE TWO ARE ABOUT TO  
COLLIDE IN AN IRREVERSIBLE WAY... 
 
‘SOPHISTICATED ROMANTIC COMEDY THAT’S FUN TO READ AND  
GUARANTEED TO MAKE YOU LAUGH’           Jane Hunt Writes
  
 
Edie Whitmore is in a good place, both personally and professionally. She has a job she loves, colleagues she respects 
and friends she can trust. 
  
But things start to go awry for Edie with the departure of her friend, Ruby, from the workplace, and the arrival of Ruby’s 
replacement, Cameron Grange - a man quickly revealed to be a chauvinist, a womaniser, and the opposite of a team 
player. Worse still, no one else in the office seems to notice or care. 
  
As problems mount at work, Edie finds herself more grateful than ever for her stress-free home life. She lives happily with 
her cousin, Giles Tripp, and his incurably smelly rescue dog, Anthony. But what Edie doesn’t realise, is that her  
increasingly miserable work life, and her blissfully happy home life, are about to collide. And what she will be able to  
salvage from the wreckage is anybody’s guess. 
 
 
UK publication: TBC                      www.joplatt.co.uk 
 
288 typescript pages  
 
Praise for Jo Platt: 
 
‘Funny, light-hearted and romantic!  It’s such an easy read, perfect for lazy days!’    Stardust Book Reviews 
                      
‘This is a romance with some real bite - lots of humour which comes effortlessly…an entertaining read with a whole cast 
of characters to meet’                  Books, Life and Everything 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Camilla Bolton)   
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Available 
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
    
 
Jo Platt was born in Liverpool in 1968 and, via the extremely winding route of rural Wiltshire, London, Seattle and St.  
Albans, is now settled, with a husband and two children, in Bristol. Jo is currently working on her fifth novel.  
 
For previous titles see page 16 
 
 

POPULAR ROMANTIC FICTION  
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Jo Platt 
 
‘SO EASY TO FALL IN LOVE WITH...GUARANTEED TO MAKE YOU SMILE’    
                        NetGalley  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

FINDING FELIX UK publication: 6th August 2018 
Singleton Dot Riley’s grandmother, Nanny Flo, is on her deathbed, surrounded by family and distraught at the thought of Dot 
being all alone in the world. Desperate to make Flo’s final moments happy ones, Dot invents a boyfriend - plumping in panic 
for her childhood friend, Felix, a firm favourite of Flo, but whom Dot hasn’t actually seen for fifteen years. But when Flo 
makes an unexpected recovery a few weeks before a family wedding, Dot is faced with a dilemma. Should she tell her frail 
grandmother that she lied and risk causing heartache and a relapse? Or should she find Felix and take him to the wedding? 
Dot opts for finding Felix. But it’s not long before she discovers that finding him is the easy bit: liking him is the real  
challenge. 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Canelo 
 

YOU ARE LOVED UK publication: 14th August 2017 
Author Grace Waterhouse has hit rock bottom. Her ex-husband has just had a baby with his new partner and her latest   
novel is...well, the less said the better. Desperate for distraction, Grace impulsively takes on a friend’s cleaning job,          
parachuting herself into a new social circle including an eccentric OAP, a heartbroken twenty-something and one James 
Brooke, an enigmatic lawyer with an unblinking stare. Add to this mix an anxious literary agent, a hairdresser who doesn’t 
mince words and a newly repentant ex-husband, and Grace's career break proves to be more breathless than breather. 
They say that all you need is love - but what if that's the one thing you haven’t got? 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Canelo; GERMAN: Rowohlt; ITALIAN: Corbaccio/Garzanti;  
 
 

IT WAS YOU UK publication: 31st October 2016 
Alice Waites has been happily single for almost two years. When her close friends in The Short Book Group gently question 
her current distinct lack of interest in men, she accepts that maybe it is time to deal with the past and open herself up to new 
possibilities. Oh yes, the time has come to go dating again. However, things soon unravel for Alice as she uncovers the   
secret heartache and hopes of those around her. And her most surprising discovery is the life-changing truth which she has 
kept hidden, even from herself...  
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Canelo; ESTONIAN: Varrak; GERMAN: Rowohlt 
 
 

READING UPSIDE DOWN UK publication: 10th October 2016 
Abandoned without explanation at the altar, 30 year-old Rosalind Shaw descends into the kind of depression which involves 
her watching too much daytime TV and not bothering to shower as regularly as her mother would like. After several          
inebriated, unwashed, months, Ros relocates from the city centre and begins a new life in the suburbs, as part owner of an 
antiquarian bookshop, Chapters. Here she finds herself working alongside the intellectual, and intensely private, Andrew; the 
kind-hearted, sartorially splendid, Georgina; and Joan, a free-spirited, loose cannon of a pensioner, with a penchant for    
amateur dramatics and outdoor nudity. However, just when Ros begins to feel that life might be starting to improve, her   
rather hairy neighbour, Daniel, knocks on her door with a bunch of flowers, a nervous grin and some rather distressing 
news… 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Canelo; CZECH: Euromedia; ESTONIAN: Varrak; GERMAN: Rowohlt; ITALIAN: RCS Libri; 
PORTUGUESE (BRAZIL): Rocco; SLOVAK: Ikar 
 
 
 

POPULAR ROMANTIC FICTION  
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Hazel Prior 

AWAY WITH THE PENGUINS/ 
HOW THE PENGUINS SAVED  
VERONICA 
 
THE SECOND WARM, WITTY AND UPLIFTING STORY OF LATE LIFE DISCOVERY 
AND UNEXPECTED REVELATIONS 
 
VERONICA, 84, IS COMING TO THE END OF HER LIFE. BUT SHE’S NOT QUITE 
DONE YET - SHE HAS SOME PENGUINS TO SAVE... 
 
‘HAZEL PRIOR’S WRITING IS A LYRICAL DELIGHT’      Phaedra Patrick 
 
 
Veronica’s days are usually a monotony of collecting litter from the beach (‘people who litter the countryside should be 
shot’), forgetting where she put her glasses (‘someone must have moved them’), and shouting instructions to her         
assistant, Eileen (‘Eileen, door!’).  
 
But Veronica has recently begun to wonder if she should be doing something more with her life, not to mention where she 
should leave her considerable wealth, when she dies.   
 
From her armchair, cup of tea in hand, Veronica suddenly knows exactly what she has to do.  
 
She may be 84, but it is (obviously) important that Veronica McCreedy takes a trip to Antarctica, to see the penguins... 
 
 
UK hardback publication: March 2020 US hardback publication: 16th June 2019  
 
288 pages  
 
Praise for Hazel Prior: 
 
‘Empathetic to its core, it's a delightfully heartwarming glimpse inside a lushly imagined world. Tender, free-spirited, and 
guaranteed to tug at readers' heartstrings’                         Booklist 
  
‘Uplifting escapism… a set of unusual characters...This is a story that will make you want to shed a tear and laugh a little’
                     The Washington Post 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Darley Anderson)   
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Transworld (Francesca Best)   
NORTH AMERICAN: Berkley (Danielle Perez)    
AUDIO: Transworld                
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
 
 
Previous title:  
ELLIE AND THE HARPMAKER: OPTIONS IN CROATIA, CZECH REPUBLIC, GERMANY, ISRAEL, SERBIA,  
SLOVENIA, SWEDEN 
 
 
Hazel Prior was born in Oxford but has lived in many places including the Welsh borders, Scotland, Southwest England 
and Italy. Her jobs have included harp-playing, teaching English as a foreign language and acting. She has won nine  
prizes in national writing competitions and has had a number of short stories published in literary magazines. Currently 
working as a freelance harpist, Hazel lives on Exmoor with her husband and a huge ginger cat, and is working on her 
third novel.  
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Phaedra Patrick 
THE SECRETS OF SUNSHINE/ 
THE SECRETS OF LOVE STORY 
BRIDGE 
 
BRIMMING WITH PATRICK’S SIGNATURE CHARM 
AND A SPARKLING CAST OF CHARACTERS 
 
SALES OF OVER 350,000 COPIES; SOLD IN 22 LANGUAGES 
 
FILM RIGHTS FOR THE CURIOUS CHARMS OF ARTHUR PEPPER UNDER  
OPTION; TV RIGHTS FOR RISE & SHINE BENEDICT STONE UNDER OPTION 
 
 
It’s summer in the city and passions are soaring along with the temperature – for everyone but Mitchell Fisher, who hates 
all things romance. He relishes his job cutting off the padlocks that couples fasten to the famous ‘love story’ bridge. Only 
his young daughter, Poppy, knows that behind his prickly veneer, Mitchell still grieves the loss of her mother. 
 
Then one hot day, everything changes when Mitchell courageously rescues a woman who falls from the bridge into the 
river. He’s surprised to feel an unexpected connection to her, but she disappears before he can ask her name. Desperate 
to find out her identity, Mitchell is shocked to learn she’s been missing for almost a year. He teams up with her spirited 
sister, Liza, on a quest to find her again. However, she’s only left one clue behind – a message on the padlock she hung 
on the bridge… 
 
 
UK publication: 14th May 2020 US publication: 28th April 2020              www.phaedra-patrick.com        
                         
368 pages 
 
Praise for Phaedra Patrick: 
 
‘A charming, unforgettable story’                     Harper’s Bazaar 
 
‘This book is a balm for the soul and the heart’                    The Sun 
 
   
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Clare Wallace)   
UK & COMMONWEALTH: HQ UK (Emily Kitchin)   
NORTH AMERICAN: Park Row Books (Natalie Hallak)   
AUDIO: HQ        
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
        
 
Phaedra Patrick studied art and marketing and has worked as a stained glass artist, film festival organiser and  
communications manager. An award-winning short story writer, she lives in Saddleworth with her husband and son and is 
writing her fifth novel.     
 
For previous titles see page 19 
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Phaedra Patrick - SOLD IN 22 LANGUAGES 
     

WINNER OF THE PRIX DES LECTRICES MILADY 2017 
 
                            

‘A FEEL-GOOD STORY WITH OODLES OF CHARM’                                Daily Mail
                       
‘ECCENTRIC, CHARMING AND WISE, THIS WILL ILLUMINATE YOUR HEART’ 
                      Nina George
                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Previous titles:  
 

THE LIBRARY OF LOST AND FOUND  
Librarian Martha Storm has always found it easier to connect with books than people - though not for lack of trying. She 
keeps careful lists of how to help others in her superhero-themed notebook. And yet, sometimes it feels like she’s  
invisible. All of that changes when a book of fairy tales arrives on her doorstep. Inside, Martha finds a dedication written to 
her by her best friend - her grandmother Zelda - who died under mysterious circumstances years earlier. When Martha   
discovers a clue within the book that her grandmother may still be alive, she becomes determined to discover the truth. As 
she delves deeper into Zelda’s past, she unwittingly reveals a family secret that will change her life forever. 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: HQ UK; NORTH AMERICAN: Park Row Books; GERMAN: Btb Verlag; ITALIAN: Garzanti; 
RUSSIAN: Eksmo; SWEDISH: Forum; FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available 
        

RISE AND SHINE BENEDICT STONE / WISHES UNDER THE WILLOW TREE 
In the small village of Noon Sun, Benedict and Estelle thought they’d found their happy ever after. But, unable to have the 
children they’ve longed for, their marriage has hit the rocks and Estelle has moved out. Devastated but unwilling to accept 
defeat, jeweller Benedict vows to win her back - he just doesn’t know how.  
The unexpected - and uninvited - arrival of his estranged sixteen-year-old niece, Gemma, is the last thing he needs. But 
when a decades old secret is brought to light, Benedict and Estelle realise they’re not the only ones in need of a second 
chance. And that maybe the family they wished for has been there all along… 
Rights sold in CZECH REPUBLIC; AUDIO: WF Howes; FILM & TV RIGHTS: Under option    
   
 

THE CURIOUS CHARMS OF ARTHUR PEPPER 
Having been married for over 40 years, 69-year-old Arthur Pepper is mourning the loss of his wife. On the anniversary of 
her death, he finally musters the courage to go through her possessions, and happens upon a charm bracelet that he has 
never seen before. What follows is a surprising adventure that takes Arthur from London to Paris and India in an epic quest 
to find out the truth about his wife’s secret life before they met, a journey that leads him to find healing, self-discovery, and 
love in the most unexpected of places. 
Rights sold in BULGARIA; BRAZIL; CHINA; CROATIA; CZECH REPUBLIC; FRANCE; GERMANY; HUNGARY; ITALY;  
JAPAN; KOREA; NORWAY; POLAND; PORTUGAL; RUSSIA; SERBIA; SPAIN; SWEDEN; THE NETHERLANDS;  
TAIWAN; TURKEY; AUDIO: WF Howes; FILM & TV RIGHTS: Under option  
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Rosie Blake 
THE GIN O’CLOCK CLUB 
 
THE FIFTH NOVEL FROM FEEL GOOD FICTION AUTHOR OF THE 
HYGGE HOLIDAY  
 
AFTER THE DEATH OF HIS BELOVED WIFE, TEDDY DECIDES TO HELP HIS   
GRANDDAUGHTER, LOTTIE, FIND HER WAY BACK TO WHAT REALLY MATTERS 
 
‘FEEL GOOD FICTION AT ITS ABSOLUTE FINEST’          Isabelle Broom 
            
 
Sometimes the old ways really are the best... 
 
Lottie is always in a hurry, rushing through her days ticking tasks off her to-do lists. Teddy is worried about his            
granddaughter - and he knows that his late wife, Lily, would have known exactly what to say to make things better. Now 
that Lily gone, it's up to Teddy to talk some sense into Lottie.  
 
With the help of Arjun, Geoffrey and Howard, the elderly reprobates who make up his Gin O'Clock Club, Teddy makes a 
plan to help Lottie find her way back to the things that really matter - family, friendship and love. But as Lottie balances a 
high-powered job with her reluctant attendance at whist drives, ballroom dances and bingo, Teddy wonders if she's really 
ready to open up her heart to the possibility of true happiness... 
 
Laugh, cry and fall in love with this colourful cast of characters in THE feel good novel of 2020! 
 
 
UK e-book publication: 30th April 2020                       
              
304 pages 
 
Praise for Rosie Blake: 
 
‘Rosie Blake's storytelling skills are as amusing as they are enchanting in this delightful story about re-discovering your first 

love and friendship’                  Rachel’s Random Reads 

 
‘Utterly fabulous’                             Heat Magazine 
        
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Clare Wallace)   
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Sphere  (Maddie West) 
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David)  
 
 
Rosie Blake is an author of comic commercial fiction. She started out writing features and short stories for Cosmopolitan, 
The Lady, The Sunday People, Reveal and Best Magazine.  
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Beth Reekles  
IT WON’T BE CHRISTMAS WITHOUT YOU 
 
SWEET, ROMANTIC AND WONDERFULLY WINTRY  
NOVELLA FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE KISSING BOOTH 
 
THE KISSING BOOTH WAS ONE OF THE MOST WATCHED MOVIES IN THE 
WORLD IN 2018 
 
PERFECT FOR FANS OF GIOVANNA FLETCHER AND NATALIE COX 
                
               
“What do you mean, you’re not coming home for Christmas?” 
 
Eloise, a self-confessed Christmas obsessive, can’t wait for the big day. Devoted to novelty earrings and her Michael Bublé 
playlist, she’s organising the school nativity play and even her Grinch of a neighbour, James, can’t get her down. 
 
Her workaholic twin sister, Cara, on the other hand, plans to work over the holiday. The sisters used to be close, but Eloise 
is hurt by Cara’s indifference to her festive spirit.  
 
Since Cara moved to London, everything’s been different, but Eloise isn’t giving up just yet. After all, with a white Christmas 
on the cards, Cara can’t fail to be moved by the magic of the season, can she?  
 
 
UK e-book publication: 30th August 2019 UK paperback publication: 31st October 2019     
          
170 pages 
 
Praise for Beth Reekles: 
 

‘There’s no doubt about it, Beth Reekles is an author to watch’         Emma Lee Potter 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Clare Wallace)   ITALIAN: DeA Planeta Libri 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Harper Impulse (Charlotte Ledger)   PORTUGUESE (BRAZIL): Astral Cultural 
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David)    SPANISH: Planeta 
GERMAN: CBT 
  
 
Beth Reekles was just fifteen when she began writing chapters of THE KISSING BOOTH and uploading them to Wattpad. 
Now, the Netflix film of THE KISSING BOOTH, starring Joey King, Jacob Elordi and Molly Ringwald, is one of the most-
watched films on the platform. IT WON’T BE CHRISTMAS WITHOUT YOU is Beth’s first novel for adults. She has a large 
international readership with a significant social media following.  
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Mandy Baggot 
ONE CHRISTMAS STAR 
 
A HEART-WARMING ROMANCE TO READ BY THE FIRE THIS 
CHRISTMAS  
 
EMILY PARKER HAS LOST HER CHRISTMAS SPIRIT. CAN A BIT OF STAR  
POWER MAKE IT A MAGICAL CHRISTMAS TO REMEMBER? 
 
‘MANDY BAGGOT’S BOOKS ALWAYS MAKE ME SMILE’             The Book Trail 
 
 
Her flatmate's moved out, she’s closed her heart to love and she's been put in charge of the school original Christmas 
show - with zero musical ability. 
 
Disgraced superstar Ray Stone is in desperate need of a quick PR turnaround. Waking up from a drunken stupor to a 
class of ten-year-olds snapping pics and Emily looking at him was not what he had in mind. 
 
Ray needs Emily’s help to delete the photos, and she needs his help with the show. As they learn to work together they 
may just open their hearts to more than a second chance... 
 
 
UK e-book publication: 12th September 2019 UK paperback publication: 14th November 2019     www.mandybaggot.com 
 
500 pages  
 
Praise for Mandy Baggot: 
 
‘I absolutely love Mandy’s books!’              Milly Johnson
                       
‘Magical, heart-melting fiction at its best!'                            Samantha Tonge
   
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Tanera Simons)   
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Aria (Hannah Smith)    
NORTH AMERICAN: Aria (Hannah Smith) 
AUDIO: Aria 
FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
 
 
Mandy Baggot is an award-winning and bestselling author of romantic fiction. In 2016 her novel, ONE WISH IN  
MANHATTAN, was shortlisted for the Romantic Novelists’ Association Romantic Comedy of the Year award. Mandy 
writes full-time and lives in Salisbury with her accountant husband, two daughters and her rock star cats (Kravitz and 
Springsteen); she writes a Christmas novel and summer novel each year.  
 
For previous titles see page 23 
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Mandy Baggot 

 

GORGEOUS GUYS, STUNNING LOCATIONS AND BEAUTIFUL  
STORIES THAT WILL MAKE YOU LAUGH OUT LOUD  

AND CRY INTO YOUR COCKTAILS/COCOA! 
 

MANDY ALWAYS DELIVERS THAT HAPPY EVER AFTER… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONE LAST GREEK SUMMER UK publication: 6th June 2019 
Beth Martin is 31, newly divorced and wondering just what life holds for her. Her best friend Heidi is adamant that all the 
answers lie in Corfu – the island where the girls partied away their youth. So cue a trip to a sun-drenched Greek island, 
ouzo cocktails, a trip down memory lane... and Alex Hallas, the man Beth has never quite forgotten. As they dance under 
the stars, the sand beneath their toes, old feelings begin to resurface and Beth might just have a chance to take back her 
life. If they can learn to love the people they've become… 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Canelo; CZECH: Baronet 

 
ONE NEW YORK CHRISTMAS UK publication: 15th November 2018 
Lara Weeks is heading to New York with best friend Susie for the Christmas trip of a lifetime. A festive break in the snowy 
Big Apple visiting the tourist hotspots, not to mention the shopping, seems like the perfect way for Lara to get over her      
ex-boyfriend. Or maybe make him so jealous he begs for a second chance. Enlisting the help of gorgeous actor, Seth Hunt, 
doesn't quite go to plan, but there's something about him that has Lara wishing for a different kind of happy ever after... 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Ebury; CZECH: Baronet; GERMAN: Goldmann 

 
DESPERATELY SEEKING SUMMER UK publication: 26th July 2018 
Abby Dolan is having a very bad day... In 24 hours, she's lost her job and her boyfriend. Single and with nothing left to lose, 
she's headed for a Corfu escape to spend time with her family while she heals her broken heart. Only her mum and sister's 
estate agency 'Desperately Seeking' is just that, desperate! Instead of the relaxing, sunshine holiday she'd hoped for, Abby 
finds herself spending her break helping get the business back on its feet. Determined to attract new     clients and give her 
family a second chance at success, she finds the perfect property to sell in Villa Pappas complete with gorgeous gardener, 
Theo. Perhaps working this summer could be a welcome distraction after all. But Theo has his own secrets and Abby isn't 
the only thing he wants to take off the market... 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Ebury; FILM & TV RIGHTS: Under option 
 
Visit the author’s website: www.mandybaggot.com 
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Samantha Tonge 
THE CHRISTMAS CALENDAR GIRLS 
 
A FEEL GOOD ROMANCE PERFECT FOR CHRISTMAS  
 
NEW MAN IN TOWN, KIT, IS TALL, INTELLIGENT, SENSITIVE - YET HAS A DARK 
PAST HE CANNOT TALK ABOUT. CAN FERN UNLOCK HIS SECRETS IN TIME 
FOR CHRISTMAS? 
 
TOTAL SALES APPROACHING 300,000 COPIES ACROSS ALL TITLES;  
A NO.5 KINDLE BESTSELLER 

 
 
Christmas is meant to be a time of giving, so with Chesterwood food bank under risk of closure Fern knows just what to do 
to save it. She's going to get the town to create a living advent calendar. 
 
Fern, and her best friends, call for help from the local community to bring this calendar to life. When Kit, the new man in 
town, offers his assistance Fern's heart can't help but skip a beat (or two). 
 
As they grow ever closer, Fern must admit that Kit's breaking down the barriers she built after the death of her husband. 
But his past is holding him back and Fern doesn't know how to reach him. No matter how hard she tries. 
 
In this town, Kit's not the only one with secrets. Domestic goddess Cara is behaving oddly, burning meals in the oven and 
clothes whilst ironing, and Davina's perfect children are causing trouble at school leaving her son, Jasper, desperately   
unhappy. 
 
Can the Christmas Calendar Girls find a way to bring the community together in time to save the food bank, while still    
supporting their families and each other? Can Fern find love again with Kit? 
 
 
UK e-book publication: 3rd October 2019                         www.samanthatonge.co.uk                                              
                                           
322 pages 
 
Praise for Samantha Tonge:  
 
‘Pick up a latte and relax into this cosy read that’s chock-full of surprises!’         Mandy Baggot 
    
‘If you're looking for a lovely romantic Christmas story with a difference then…this is it!’      Julie’s Reviews 
              
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Clare Wallace)  FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Aria (Hannah Smith) 
NORTH AMERICAN: Aria 
AUDIO: Darley Anderson Agency (Clare Wallace) 
 
 
Samantha Tonge has sold over 80 short stories to mainstream women’s magazines. Her début romantic comedy from 
Carina UK, DOUBTING ABBEY, was shortlisted for the Festival of Romantic Fiction Best Romantic E-Book Category and 
bestselling title GAME OF SCONES won the Love Stories Award for Best Romantic Fiction E-book. She lives in Cheshire 
with her husband and children.   
 
For previous titles see page 25 
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Samantha Tonge 
 

 
‘SAMANTHA TONGE HAS CREATED SOMETHING UNIQUE AND MAGICAL...IT’S A ONE-OF-A-
KIND READ!’                    Laurie Ellingham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MORE CHRISTMAS TITLES:  
 
MY BIG FAT CHRISTMAS WEDDING: Rights sold in CZECH: Baronet 
 
MISTLETOE MANSION 
 
 
POPULAR FICTION AND SUMMER READS: 
 
KNOWING YOU 
 
FORGIVE ME NOT 
 
ONE SUMMER IN ROME 
 
THE NEW BEGINNINGS COFFEE CLUB 
 
BREAKFAST UNDER A CORNISH SUN: No.8 Kindle Bestseller 

 
HOW TO GET HITCHED IN 10 DAYS 
 
GAME OF SCONES: No.5 Kindle bestseller, Winner of Best Romantic Fiction eBook - Love Stories Award. 
Rights sold in CZECH: Baronet 
 
FROM PARIS WITH LOVE 
 
DOUBTING ABBEY 
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Annie Murray 
MOTHER AND CHILD 
  
A MOVING STORY OF LOSS, FRIENDSHIP AND HOPE  
  
OVER ONE MILLION COPIES OF ANNIE’S BOOKS SOLD  
WORLDWIDE; A TOP TEN SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR  
 
‘FULL OF LOVE, DRAMA AND COMPASSION’            Take A Break  
                
 
Jo and Ian’s marriage is hanging by a thread. One night almost two years ago, their only child, Paul, died in an      
accident that should never have happened. They have recently moved to a new area of Birmingham, to be near Ian’s 
mother Dorrie who is increasingly frail. As Jo spends more time with her mother-in-law, she suspects Dorrie wants to 
unburden herself of a secret that has cast a long shadow over her family. 

Haunted by the death of her son, Jo catches a glimpse of a young boy in a magazine who resembles Paul. Reading 
the article, she learns of a tragedy in India… But it moves her so deeply, she is inspired to embark on a trip where 
she will learn about unimaginable pain and suffering. 

As Jo learns more, she is determined to do her own small bit to help. With the help of new friends, Jo learns that from 
loss and grief, there is hope and healing in her future. 
 
 
UK publication: 5th September 2019                                        www.anniemurray.co.uk  
             
400 pages 
 
Praise for Annie Murray: 
  
‘This epic saga will have you gripped from start to finish’       Birmingham Evening Mail 
   
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Darley Anderson)   FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Pan Macmillan (Trisha Jackson) 
AUDIO: Macmillan Digital Audio 
 
 
Previous titles: 
THE SILVERSMITH’S DAUGHTER; SISTER’S OF GOLD; THE WOMEN OF LILAC STREET; MY DAUGHTER, MY 
MOTHER: MARATHI: Mehta; TURKISH: Yediveren; ALL THE DAYS OF OUR LIVES: TURKISH: Yediveren             
CHOCOLATE GIRLS: PORTUGUESE: ASA; TURKISH: Yediveren;  
THE BELLS OF BOURNVILLE GREEN: PORTUGUESE: ASA 
 
 
Annie Murray read English at St. John’s College Oxford and is currently writing her 25th novel. Annie has four children and 
lives in Reading. 
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Margaret Dickinson 
THE SPITFIRE SISTERS 
 
THE 27TH NOVEL BY THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLING   
AUTHOR, MARGARET DICKINSON - QUEEN OF SAGAS FOR 25 
YEARS 
 
FAMILY AND FRIENDSHIP MEAN EVERYTHING UNDER THE DARKENING SKIES 
OF WARTIME BRITAIN 
 
‘ANOTHER PAGE-TURNER WITH WARM CHARACTERS AND AN ENTHRALLING 
PLOT’            My Weekly 
 
 
It is the 1930s and the Maitland family have spent the years following the Great War struggling to come to terms with its 
catastrophic aftermath, and their hopes now lie with the next generation. Their Lincolnshire village of Doddington suffered 
terrible loss and it has taken great courage for the bereaved families to rebuild their lives without their loved ones. 
 
When war is declared again, it is Daisy Maitland and her peers who must now take up the fight for freedom. Feisty and a 
daredevil like her beloved Aunt Pips, who spent World War One on the front line serving with a flying ambulance corps,   
 
Daisy had persuaded a family friend to teach her to fly as a young woman. Now her country is at war, she is determined to 
put her skills to good use, enlisting in the Air Transport Auxiliary. There she forges new friendships – but she never forgets 
her childhood friend and cousin, Luke, who has joined the RAF as a fighter pilot. 
 
As war rages in the skies and on the ground, Daisy, her friends and her family – at home and across the Channel – will find 
their bravery and strength tested to the very limits in their determination to save their country. And they have learned one of 
the most valuable lessons of all: true love will find a way. 
 
 
UK publication: 6th February 2020                                     
 
528 pages 
 
Praise for Margaret Dickinson: 
 
‘There is death and despair here but there is also the power of love and friendship…an impressive start to what promises to 
be a captivating trilogy’                                     Blackpool Gazette   
 
‘Beautiful and compelling’             Burnley Express 
                                  
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Darley Anderson)   FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Pan Macmillan (Trisha Jackson) 
AUDIO: Macmillan Digital Audio 
 
 
Previous titles:  
THE BROOKLAND GIRLS; FAIRFIELD HALL: GERMAN: Weltbild; THE CLIPPIE GIRLS; JENNY’S WAR: LATVIAN: 
Kontinents FORGIVE AND FORGET: TURKISH: Yediveren 
 
 
Margaret Dickinson was born and brought up in the county of Lincolnshire. At the age of 25 she wrote her first novel. She 
has subsequently written 25 more, all set either in or around her beloved Lincolnshire or its neighbouring counties.  
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Gloria Cook 
 
SWEEPING GENERATIONAL FAMILY SAGA SET IN THE STATELY HOME OF THE 
PENGARRONS IN CORNWALL                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PENGARRON SAGA:  
 
SET IN THE DRAMATIC SCENERY OF MOUNT'S BAY, PENZANCE, DURING THE MID-EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
 
PENGARRON RIVALRY (BOOK FIVE) UK publication: 26th March 2018 
A new generation of the Pengarron family enter centre-stage with the departure of Lady Kerensa and Sir Oliver for London. 
Kelynen, their youngest daughter, is left resentful and upset by her father’s treatment of her: though she had been looking 
forward to running the estate single-handedly, Sir Oliver has unexpectedly forbidden it, and instead ordered her brother 
Luke, the selfish son and heir, to forget his playwriting career and return to Pengarron. It seems at first that only Kane, the 
eldest of the siblings - and the only one to be adopted - is truly happy. 
 
PENGARRON DYNASTY (BOOK FOUR) UK publication: 26th March 2018 
The christening of little Harry Pengarron unearths old scores, bringing Oliver and Clem face to face for the first time in 
years. And the next generation of Pengarrons must face its own problems when Luke, the embittered, crippled heir to the 
estate, is forced to flee from London after some unwholesome dealings with a secret and dangerous clique, known as the 
Society. Returning to Cornwall, he is determined to build a life for himself independent of his family, yet finds himself  
reluctantly caught up in their problems. 
 
PENGARRON’S CHILDREN (BOOK THREE) UK publication: 26th March 2018 
Jessica Trenchard is a spirited and, at times, wayward girl - to the point that her father Clem is considering remarrying, just 
to provide her with a suitable role model. But Jessica’s tender care of the distressed and speechless girl she discovers in a 
field shows that she isn’t just a fun-loving tomboy. Her compassion touches the heart of Kane Pengarron, eldest son of the 
Trenchards’ landlord. Jessica’s attempts to unearth the truth of her new friend’s identity threaten her own safety and that of 
her oldest friend, Olivia, Kane’s sister. For a murderous rogue who has been terrorising Mount’s Bay for years has very  
particular reasons for hating the Pengarrons…  
 
PENGARRON PRIDE (BOOK TWO) UK publication: 26th March 2018 
Forced into a marriage against her will, Kerensa Trelynne has adapted well to her change in circumstances. Eight years on 
she is the established lady of the manor, happy in the arms of her husband Sir Oliver Pengarron - who she has grown to 
love - and the devoted mother of three children. But when Kerensa sees the son of an old friend for the first time, she is 
horrified by his resemblance to her own husband. Discovering a truth she must never divulge puts her mind at rest, but 
when she realises it could help a friend in distress, Kerensa wonders if she should speak out, whatever the consequences 
for her own family. 
 
PENGARRON LAND (BOOK ONE) UK publication: 26th March 2018 
Kerensa Trelynne is excited about marrying her sweetheart Clem Trenchard, although it will be a wrench to leave Trelynne 
Cove and the little tumbledown cottage she shares with her grandfather, Old Tom. But when local landowner Sir Oliver 
Pengarron sets his sights on their land, everything changes. Old Tom offers a deal - he will let Sir Oliver purchase their 
home, but only if he agrees to marry his lowly granddaughter. Will Sir Oliver Pengarron take Kerensa to be his wife? And if 
so, what does this mean for Clem? 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Camilla Bolton)  
WORLD ENGLISH: Canelo (Michael Bhaskar) 
AUDIO: Darley Anderson Agency (Camilla Bolton)  
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John Connolly 
he 
 
AN AMBITIOUS AND HIGHLY ORIGINAL NOVEL FROM THE  
IMAGINATION OF A PROLIFIC LITERARY TALENT  
 
THE LIFE OF STAN LAUREL, FROM VAUDEVILLE AND SILENT 
MOVIES TO THE TALKIES AND OLD AGE, EXPLORED IN THIS ARTFUL NOVEL  
 
‘CONNOLLY USES STYLISTIC ECCENTRICITIES IN TELLING HIS TALE…A  
REFLECTION OF THE ORIGINALITY OF THIS FINE NOVEL’        Sunday Times
                                
 
An extraordinary reimagining of the life of one of the greatest screen comedians the world has ever known: a man who 
knew both adoration and humiliation; who loved, and was loved in turn; who betrayed, and was betrayed; who never sought 
to cause pain to others, yet left a trail of affairs and broken marriages in his wake. 
 
And whose life was ultimately defined by one relationship of such tenderness and devotion that only death could sever it: 
his partnership with the man he knew as Babe. 
 
he is Stan Laurel. 
 
But he did not really exist. Stan Laurel was a fiction. This is his tale.   
 
he recreates the golden age of Hollywood for an intensely compassionate study of the tension between commercial  
demands and artistic integrity, the human frailties behind even the greatest of artists, and one of the most enduring and  
beloved partnerships in cinema history: Laurel & Hardy.  
 
 
UK paperback publication: 28th June 2018 US paperback publication: 6th August 2019         www.johnconnollybooks.com    
                             
464 pages 
 
Praise for HE:  
 
‘Written in spare, fractured prose from the perspective of a narrator who seems to be reporting from inside Laurel ’s mind’  
               New York Times
                               

‘It's the best tribute to this novel that by the end of it you feel you have been given the full texture of a life’        Kirkus 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Darley Anderson)   GERMAN: Rowohlt  
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Hodder & Stoughton (Swati Gamble)  FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Steve Fisher) 
NORTH AMERICAN: Quercus (Nathaniel Marunas) 
AUDIO: Hodder & Stoughton  
BULGARIAN: Prozorets 
  
 
John Connolly was born in Dublin in 1968. His début, EVERY DEAD THING, swiftly launched him into the front rank of 
thriller writers, and all his subsequent Charlie Parker thriller novels have been Sunday Times bestsellers. He is the first   
non-American writer to win the US Shamus Award (for EVERY DEAD THING). 
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Adrian Plass 
THE SHADOW DOCTOR: THE PAST 
AWAITS 
 
SEQUEL TO THE SHADOW DOCTOR FROM ONE OF THE MOST 
SUCCESSFUL CHRISTIAN AUTHORS WRITING TODAY 
 
OVER TWO MILLION ADRIAN PLASS TITLES SOLD WORLDWIDE 
 
‘BRILLIANTLY CRAFTED AND THOROUGHLY ENGAGING - ADRIAN PLASS AT HIS 
BEST’                       WM Paul Young 
 
 
Jack has been working with the Shadow Doctor for a little while now. He thinks he might just be getting to grips with the 
Doc's unusual approach to helping with people's deep problems. Then, visiting the highly respected leader of a large   
Christian organisation, Jack sees his friend go on the attack. However, the encounter reveals secrets about the Doc's past 
that are beyond anything Jack could have imagined. 
 
Perturbed, he makes a list of all his unanswered questions. Where does the Shadow Doctor’s unusual name come from? 
Why is he so stubbornly reluctant to speak about faith in terms that normal churchgoers would understand? Why is Jack not 
allowed to simply enjoy a moment when God really seems to have spoken through him? And will the Doc finally describe 
the life-changing experience mentioned by Jack's gran in the letter she wrote to him shortly before her death? Most of all, 
Jack is desperate to pin down just what the Shadow Doctor actually thinks and feels about God. 
 
And there is one more issue that Jack feels particularly keenly. How will Doc respond to hearing that, having met a young 
lady named Aelwen, Jack is deeply in love for the very first time? 
 
Adrian Plass is one of today’s most successful Christian authors. He has written more than twenty books in the 
last eighteen years, selling more than two million copies worldwide including bestsellers SERIOUSLY FUNNY and  
BACON SANDWICHES AND SALVATION. 
 
 
UK publication: 18th April 2019                     www.adrianplass.com
        
192 pages 
 
Praise for Adrian Plass: 
 
‘Subversive but not destructive, cutting but never unkind, the man helps me want to remain a Christian. Brilliant, fun,  
laugh-out-loud stuff’                        Jeff Lucas 
 
‘Healing, life-affirming and full of hope’                      Rob Frost 
 
 
WORLD: Darley Anderson Agency (Darley Anderson)  GERMAN: Brendow  
UK & COMMONWEALTH: Hodder & Stoughton   FILM & TV RIGHTS: Available (Sheila David) 
AUDIO: Hodder & Stoughton 
 
 
Previous titles: 
THE SHADOW DOCTOR: DUTCH: Vuurbaak/Neema; GERMAN: Brendow; THE SACRED DIARY OF ADRIAN PLASS: 
THE CHURCH WEEKEND: DUTCH: Vuurbaak/Neema; GERMAN: Brendow; HUNGARIAN: Harmet 
 
 
Adrian Plass is a writer and speaker whose work takes him all over the world. He lives in Yorkshire, in the north of England 
with his wife Bridget. He is best known for THE SACRED DIARY OF ADRIAN PLASS, a gentle satire on the modern 
Church, which has sold hundreds of thousands of copies worldwide.  
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