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SHOUT
Laurie Halse Anderson
Viking (Penguin): March 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
A searing poetic memoir and call to action from the bestselling and award-winning author of 
SPEAK, Laurie Halse Anderson. 
 
Bestselling author Laurie Halse Anderson is known for the unflinching way she writes about, and 
advocates for, survivors of sexual assault. Now, inspired by her fans and enraged by how little in our 
culture has changed since her groundbreaking novel Speak was first published twenty years ago, 
she has written a poetry memoir that is as vulnerable as it is rallying, as timely as it is timeless. In 
free verse, Anderson shares reflections, rants, and calls to action woven between deeply personal 
stories from her life that she’s never written about before. Searing and soul-searching, this impor-
tant memoir is a denouncement of our society’s failures and a love letter to all the people with the 
courage to say #MeToo and #TimesUp, whether aloud, online, or only in their own hearts. SHOUT 
speaks truth to power in a loud, clear voice —and once you hear it, it is impossible to ignore. 
 
Laurie Halse Anderson is the New York Times-bestselling author who writes for kids of all ages. 
Known for tackling tough subjects with humor and sensitivity, her work has earned numerous 
American Library Association and state awards. Two of her books, Speak and Chains, were National 
Book Award finalists. Chains also made the Carnegie Medal Shortlist in the United Kingdom.
 
Rights have been sold in Australia (Text) and German (dtv).

LIFE IS SHORT AND THEN YOU DIE 
Kelley Armstrong (editor)
Imprint: Fall 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
Edited by #1 NYT bestselling author Kelley Armstrong in conjunction with Mystery Writers of America, LIFE IS SHORT AND 
THEN YOU DIE will be a 20-story anthology that adds a grisly twist to the joy and pain of firsts that has always been one of 
the major appeals of Young Adult fiction, particularly for adult readers.  
 
Perhaps it involves stumbling over a dead body, a shallow grave in the forest, or a fresh corpse in an alley. Perhaps it means vowing 
to solve the murder of a friend or a family member or the backstabbing queen bee who ended up with a literal knife in her back. It 
could also mean being pulled into an investigation. Did you see something that night your boss was strangled in the storage room? 
Or, worse, did the security cameras show you going into that storage room? “My First Murder” can even mean something altogether 
darker…the first time you committed the act yourself. 
 
Mystery will be at the heart of each of these stories, but they will also deal with the intellectual and emotional impact of encountering 
murder for the first time. This isn’t watching people die in a movie. It isn’t shooting them in a video game. For each of these characters, 
it’s the first time they’ve been faced with the reality of homicide: not only do we all die, but sometimes, we die at the hands of another 
human being. Each character will react to this in his or her own way, giving the anthology a uniquely teen perspective on murder. 
 
Kelley Armstrong is the #1 New York Times bestselling author of THE AWAKENING.  
 
Mystery Writers of America was established in 1945, and is the premier organization for mystery writers, professionals allied to the 
crime writing field, aspiring crime writers, and those who are devoted to the genre. 
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THE BEAST IS AN ANIMAL
Peternelle van Arsdale
Margaret K. McElderry Books (Simon & Schuster): February 2017
Writers House retained translation rights
 
  Amazon Studios is developing THE BEAST IS AN ANIMAL  
    with directors Bert & Bertie and producer Ridley Scott! 
 
A girl with a secret talent must save her village from the encroaching darkness in this  
achingly poetic and deeply satisfying tale. 
 
Alys was seven the first time she saw the soul eaters. These soul eaters are twin sisters who were 
abandoned by their father and slowly grew into something not quite human. And they feed off of 
human souls. When her village was attacked, Alys was spared and sent to live in a neighboring 
village. There the devout people created a strict world where fear of the soul eaters—and of the

“A dark atmospheric fantasy debut...
achingly poetic.” – Kirkus

Rights have been sold in Czech (Slovart), Danish (Carlsen), German (Heyne), Polish (Poradnia K), Romanian (Rao), Russian (Ripol), Simplified 
Chinese (Beijing Huaxia Winshare Books Co.), Slovak (Slovart), Spanish (RBA), and Turkish (Teas Press), and in the UK (S&S UK).

THE COLD IS IN HER BONES
Peternelle van Arsdale
Margaret K. McElderry Books (Simon & Schuster): January 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
Inspired by the myth of Medusa, this is a vividly imagined and compulsively page-turning 
novel about the dark, reverberating power of pain, the passionate yearning to be seen and 
understood, and the fragile optimism of love. 
 
Milla knows two things to be true: Demons are real, and fear will keep her safe. Milla’s whole world 
is her family’s farm. She is never allowed to travel to the village and her only friend is her beloved 
older brother, Niklas. When a girl named Iris comes to stay, Milla hopes her loneliness might finally 
be coming to an end. But Iris has a secret she cannot to share: The village is cursed by a demon 
who possesses girls at random, and the townspeople live in terror of who it will come for next.

Beast they believe guides them—rule village life. But the Beast is not what they think he is. And neither is Alys.  
 
Inside, Alys feels connected to the soul eaters, and maybe even to the Beast itself. As she grows from a child to a teenager, she longs 
for the freedom of the forest. And she has a gift she can tell no one, for fear they will call her a witch. When disaster strikes, Alys finds 
herself on a journey to heal herself and her world. A journey that will take her through the darkest parts of the forest, where danger 
threatens her from the outside—and from within her own heart and soul.

“A swift and compelling read that will be popular with 
fantasy and retold–fairy tale readers.” – Booklist

“Atmospheric and immersive.”  
– Publishers Weekly

Now, it seems, the demon has come for Iris. When Iris is captured and imprisoned with other possessed girls, Milla leaves home to 
rescue her and break the curse forever. Her only company on the journey is a terrible new secret of her own: Milla is changing, too, 
and may soon be a demon herself.

Rights have been sold in Czech (Slovart), Danish (Carlsen), German (Heyne), Polish (Poradnia K), Romanian (Rao), Russian (Ripol), Simplified 
Chinese (Beijing Huaxia Winshare Books Co.), Slovak (Slovart), Spanish (RBA), and Turkish (Teas Press), and in the UK (S&S UK).

“A fresh, eerily compelling tale of betrayal, revenge, and the ties that bind. When van Arsdale paints a world, you can feel the fog 
against your skin.”  –Elly Blake, New York Times bestselling author of The Frostblood Saga
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ARLO FINCH 
IN THE VALLEY OF FIRE | IN THE LAKE OF THE MOON 
IN THE KINGDOM OF SHADOWS 
John August
Roaring Brook (Macmillan): February 2018; February 2019; 2020
Writers House retained translation and audio rights
 
From acclaimed screenwriter John August comes a spellbinding fantasy adventure series 
that draws readers into an exciting world of magic and danger so believable that you may 
wonder if it’s happening in your own backyard. 
 
Something was coming. Arlo felt certain about that. For Arlo Finch and the Rangers of Pine 
Mountain Company, summer camp is more than canoeing and hiking. It’s also a chance to earn 
patches for more magical activities like identifying forest spirits and learning about the past by 
“reading” trees. But trouble starts even before Arlo and his best friends Indra and Wu head off for 
camp. When they stumble upon clues about a long-lost Patrol, Arlo uncovers a history that leads 
right back to his very own family . . . and changes everything forever. 

“A thrilling adventure full of magic and wonder. John August is a master storyteller.”  
―Ransom Riggs, #1 New York Times–bestselling author of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children 

John August is a screenwriter whose credits include Big Fish, Charlie’s Angels, Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, Corpse Bride and Frankenweenie. He is the recipient of the Writers Guild of 
America West’s 2016 Valentine Davies Award in recognition of his humanitarian efforts and civic 
service, as well as his pivotal role in fostering a community of writers.

TURBO RACERS #1 – #2
Austin Aslan
HarperCollins: December 2018; 2020
Writers House retained translation rights; film rights with Temple Hill
 
After a tragedy befalls his legendary racing family, twelve-year-old Mace gets the chance to 
become a professional TURBO racer and redeem his family’s name. Can he beat the best 
racers in the world, or will his quest for greatness crash and burn? 
 
The roar of the crowd, the glow of the spotlight, the thrill of the race—twelve-year-old Mace Blazer 
dreams of going TURBO. TURBOnauts thrive with the thrum of tri-morpher’s rocket engines in 
their bones as they morph their craft between a roadster, an aircraft, and a torpedo-fast submarine, 
racing full-throttle. And Mace believes he’s got what it takes to join their ranks—he only needs the 
chance to prove it.

Rights have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Astral), Danish (Alvilda), Dutch (Luitingh-Sijthoff), French (Milan), German (Arena), Hebrew 
(Dani Books), Italian (Mondadori), Norwegian (Gyldendal), Polish (Jaguar), Romanian (Nemira), and Swedish (Natur & Kultur). 

So, when a reclusive, retired racer choses Mace to try out to be part of the next generation of TURBOnauts, Mace knows that this 
is his moment to show what he can do. But Mace quickly realizes that everything he’s ever hoped for comes at a price. He’ll have to 
decide between what is right and what is easy. Every morph counts in this heart-pounding, exhilarating new adventure series by ac-
claimed author Austin Aslan. 
 
Austin Aslan is the author of The Islands at the End of the World and The Girl at the Center of the World.
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THE TERRIBLE TWO 
THE TERRIBLE TWO | THE TERRIBLE TWO GET WORSE 
THE TERRIBLE TWO GO WILD | THE TERRIBLE TWO’S 
LAST LAUGH
Mac Barnett & Jory John; lllustrated by Kevin Cornell
Abrams: January 2015; January 2016; January 2018; January 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
A New York Times bestselling, hilarious middle-grade series that is full of heart, laughter, and 
friendship!

“A double helping of fun and mischief!” –Jeff Kinney, author of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series

Rights to the THE TERRIBLE TWO series have been sold in Arabic (Arab Scientific), Brazilian Portuguese 
(Intrinseca), Bulgarian (Ciela), Catalan (Planeta), Czech (Mlada Fronta), Danish (Gyldendal), Dutch 
(Vanholkema & Warendorf), Estonian (Sinisukk), French (La Martiniere), German (cbt), Greek (Psichogios), 
Hebrew (Keter), Hungarian (Konyvmolykepzo), Icelandic (Odinsauga), Italian (Mondadori), Latvian 
(Zvaigzne ABC), Norwegian (CappelenDamm), Polish (Egmont), Portuguese (Planeta), Romanian 
(Editura Art), Russian (Kariera), Simplified Chinese (Shanghai Gaotan), Slovak (Ikar), Slovene (Zalozba 
Karantanija), Spanish (Planeta), Swedish (Lilla Pirat), Thai (Amarin) and Turkish (Epsilon).

MAC B., KID SPY 
MAC UNDERCOVER | THE IMPOSSIBLE CRIME 
TOP-SECRET SMACKDOWN
Mac Barnett; Illustrated by Mike Lowery
Scholastic: August 2018; December 2018; 2020
Writers House retained translation rights
 
James Bond meets Diary of a Wimpy Kid with this groundbreaking new  
fully-illustrated chapter book series by esteemed New York Times bestselling and multi-
award-winning author, Mac Barnett! 
 
Before Mac Barnett was an author, he was a kid. And while he was a kid, he was a spy. Not just any 
spy. But a spy...for the Queen of England.  

“Funny as a crumpet. (But truly, secretly a hundred times smarter.)” – Jon Scieszka, author of Caldecott Honor The Stinky Cheese Man and Other 
Fairly Stupid Tales and the New York Times bestselling series Frank Einstein

“With a perfectly absurd premise, dialogue that demands outlandish accents, and a plot that interweaves global history and complete silliness, 
Barnett royally nails it.” – Abby Hanlon, author of the Dory Fantasmagory series 

The precious Crown Jewels have been stolen, and there’s only one person who can help the Queen of England: her newest secret 
agent, Mac B. Mac travels around the globe in search of the stolen treasure...but will he find it in time? From secret identities to Karate 
hijinks, this fast-paced, witty and historically inspired chapter book will keep readers guessing until the very last page. With full-color il-
lustrations and fascinating historical facts masterfully sprinkled throughout, this series offers adventure, intrigue, absurdity, history and 
humor. Discover this totally smart and side-splittingly funny new series, and experience what it’s really like to be a kid spy.

Rights have been sold in Dutch (Van Holkema & Warendorf), German (cbt), Italian (Terre di Mezzo), North American French (Scholastic Canada),  
Simplified Chinese (Beijing Tianlue), and Swedish (Lilla Pirat).
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T.A. Barron
Penguin: 1996-2011
Writers House retained translation and UK rights

 
 Ridley Scott is now in talks with Disney to direct the film adaptation, and  
 Philippa Boyens is attached as the writer. With over 4 million books sold around  
 the world, T.A. Barron’s MERLIN SAGA has enjoyed huge success internationally,  
 and will only continue to grow with a Disney movie franchise behind it! 

A raging sea tosses a boy upon the shores of ancient Wales. Left for dead, he has no 
memory, no name, and no home.  

Rights to the MERLIN SAGA have been sold in Bulgarian (Pro Books), French (Nathan), French Canadian 
(AdA), German (dtv), Hungarian (Geopen), Italian (Mondadori), Korean (Book 21), Norwegian (Juritzen), 
Polish (ZYSK), Portuguese (Presenca), Russian (AST), Simplified Chinese (Shanghai Dook), Spanish 
(RBA), and Turkish (Parodi/Kilavuz).

THE MERLIN SAGA 
THE LOST YEARS 
THE SEVEN SONGS 
THE RAGING FIRES 
THE MIRROR OF FATE 
A WIZARD’S WINGS 
THE DRAGON OF AVALON

 
DOOMRAGA’S REVENGE 
ULTIMATE MAGIC 
THE GREAT TREE OF AVALON 
SHADOWS ON THE STARS 
THE ETERNAL FLAME 
MERLIN: THE BOOK OF MAGIC

THE DARKEST LEGACY (THE DARKEST MINDS #4)
Alexandra Bracken
Disney Hyperion: July 2018
Writers House retained UK and translation rights
 
Told through the eyes of beloved character Zu, now seventeen, this harrowing, standalone 
story of resilience, resistance, and reckoning will thrill loyal fans and new readers alike. 
 

Rights to THE DARKEST LEGACY have been sold in Bulgarian (Egmont), Dutch (Karakter), Hungarian 
(Maxim), Spanish (RBA), and in the UK (Quercus).

THE DARKEST MINDS | NEVER FADE | IN THE AFTERLIGHT
Alexandra Bracken
Disney-Hyperion: December 2012; October 2013; October 2014; all three  
repackaged and reissued in January 2018
Writers House retained UK and translation rights

Rights to THE DARKEST MINDS have been sold in Australia (HarperAustralia), Brazilian Portuguese 
(Moderna), Bulgarian (Egmont), Complex Chinese (Sharp Point), Danish (Karakter), Dutch (Rosinante 
& Co), French (La Martiniere), German (Goldmann), Hungarian (Maxim), Indonesian (Phoenix), Italian 
(Sperlin & Kupfer), Polish (Otwarte), Portuguese (Marcador), Romanian (Trei), Russian (AST), Serbian 
(Publik Praktikum), Spanish (RBA), and Turkish (Mono), and in the UK (Quercus). 

THE DARKEST MINDS movie was released in August 2018!
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THE DREADFUL TALE OF PROSPER REDDING SERIES 
A FIENDISH ARRANGEMENT 
THE LAST LIFE OF PRINCE ALASTOR
Alexandra Bracken
Disney-Hyperion: September 2017; February 2019
Writers House retained UK and translation rights

 
Now undergoing film adaptation by producer Lionel Wigram of  

Harry Potter and Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them!
“I would say it’s a pleasure to meet thee, Prosperity Oceanus Redding, but truly, I only anticipate the 
delights of destroying thy happiness.” 
 
Three hundred years ago, fate bound Prosper Redding and Prince Alastor of the Third Realm to-
gether. Now the human boy and fiend heir to the demon kingdom must put aside a centuries-old 
blood feud to save everything they love. 
 
Alastor will guide Prosper through the demon realm-under one huge condition: Prosper must enter 
into a contract with the malefactor residing in him, promising eternal servitude in the afterlife. With 
Prosper’s sister in the clutches of the evil queen Pyra, Prosper has no choice but to agree. But 
when they arrive in Alastor’s deliciously demonic home, the realm is almost as alien to Alastor as it 
is to Prosper-the lowest fiends have dethroned the ruling malefactors, while an unfathomable force 
called the Void is swiftly consuming the realm. The desperate fiends cling to the one person who 
says she can stop it: Pyra. 
 
As Prosper embarks on a perilous rescue mission to the Tower of No Return, he can’t help but feel 
for the demons losing their home-even Alastor, who lives by a set of rules that have vanished in a 
new world. With the fates of humans and demons at odds, the battle lines are drawn. Long ago, 
Prosper’s ancestor Honor Redding proved that humans and demons could never be friends. But is 
Prosper like his ancestor? And is Alastor the same demon who was betrayed by the one human he 
cared for? 

Rights have been sold in French (La Martiniere), Italian (Piemme), Spanish (RBA), Turkish (Mono), and in 
the UK (Hachette).

“Bracken’s cast is drawn in loving detail, and her twisty  
plot will keep readers guessing.”  

– Publishers Weekly, STARRED REVIEW

“An infectious, entertaining series starter. Clever, occasionally  
frightening, and always fun, this will hook plenty.”  

– Booklist, STARRED REVIEW
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THE LAST KIDS ON EARTH 
THE LAST KIDS ON EARTH AND THE ZOMBIE PARADE 
THE LAST KIDS ON EARTH AND THE NIGHTMARE KING 
THE LAST KIDS ON EARTH AND THE COSMIC BEYOND
Max Brallier; Illustrated by Douglas Holgate
Viking (Penguin): October 2015; September 2016; September 2017;  
September 2018; 2019; 2020; 2021
Writers House retained translation rights

 
 THE LAST KIDS ON EARTH series set to release on Netflix in 2019!

New York Times bestselling series! 
1 million copies in print in the US alone!

Rights to THE LAST KIDS ON EARTH have been sold in Bulgarian (Pro Books), Czech (Albatros/Fragment), 
Danish (Gyldendal Forlag), Finnish (WSOY), French (Milan), German (Schneiderbuch), Greek (Metaimiho), 
Italian (Il Castoro), Korean (Prooni Books), Norwegian (Victoria), Portuguese (Editorial Presenca), 
Romanian (Storia Books), Russian (AST), Spanish (Hidra), Swedish (Harper Nordic), and Turkish 
(Pegasus).

Life after the zombie apocalypse is pretty good for 13-year-old Jack Sullivan: he lives in a cool tree 
fort with his best friends, speeds through town playing Real-Life Mario Kart, has a crew of monster 
buddies, battles zombies, and generally treats life like it’s a videogame! But then Jack’s friends 
make a startling discovery: they may not be the last kids on earth, after all. Maybe life after the 
monster apocalypse is more complicated than Jack thought…

“A gross-out good time with surprisingly  
nuanced character development.”  

–School Library Journal, STARRED REVIEW

“Terrifically funny . . . Snarky end-of-the-world fun.”  
–Publisher’s Weekly, STARRED REVIEW 

“Middle-grade readers, particularly boys, will find Jack’s  
pitch-perfect mix of humor, bravado, and self-professed geekiness  

impossible to resist. . . . The marriage of text and illustration serves as a 
perfect example of what an illustrated novel can and should be.”  

–Kirkus, STARRED REVIEW 
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ULTRABALL 
LUNAR BLITZ | OPERATION DEATHSTRIKE 
Jeff Chen
HarperCollins: January 2019; January 2020
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Enter the exhilarating game of Ultraball—fly over pass rushers and explode into slingshot 
zones—through debut author Jeff Chen’s dazzling future world on the moon. Here Ultraball is 
life, and survival is all that matters…  
 
Strike Sazaki loves defying gravity on the moon in his Ultrabot suit. He’s the best quarterback in the 
league, but while Strike’s led the Taiko Miners to the Ultrabowl three years in a row, each one has 
ended in defeat. With a new Ultraball season about to kick off, and Strike can finally focus on winning 
an Ultrabowl title for his Miners. But every other team in the league has upped its game, ready to 
beat the Miners into submission. But as the Ultraball season heads into the explosive playoffs, Strike 
gets wind of a deadly conspiracy targeting his life – as well as the lives of thousands. At the same 
time his Miners are fighting for their playoff lives, Strike must uncover the details of the lethal plot and 
prevent the carnage. The future of the moon hangs in the balance. 

ZENOBIA JULY
Lisa Bunker
Viking (Penguin): May 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
The critically acclaimed author of Felix YZ crafts a bold, heartfelt story about a trans girl solving a cyber mystery and coming 
into her own. 
 
Zenobia July is starting a new life. She used to live in Arizona with her father; now she’s in Maine with her aunts. She used to spend 
most of her time behind a computer screen, improving her impressive coding and hacking skills; now she’s coming out of her shell and 
discovering a community of friends at Monarch Middle School. People used to tell her she was a boy; now she’s able to live openly as 
the girl she always knew she was. When someone anonymously posts hateful memes on her school’s website, Zenobia knows she’s 
the one with the abilities to solve the mystery, all while wrestling with the challenges of a new school, a new family, and coming to grips 
with presenting her true gender for the first time. Timely and touching, ZENOBIA JULY is, at its heart, a story about finding home. 

Praise for FELIX YZ:

“Acutely perceptive, disarmingly witty, devastatingly 
honest, and utterly captivating. Joyful, heartbreaking, 

completely bonkers, and exuberantly alive.”  
– Kirkus, STARRED REVIEW

“Captivating . . . Felix’s story is a love 
letter to anyone who feels out of place 

and a testament to the beauty of 
being ‘different.’”  –Publishers Weekly, 

STARRED REVIEW

“[A] charming, engaging, humorous, and 
heartrending tale of self-awareness and 

coming of age.” – School Library Journal, 
STARRED REVIEW

“Lisa Bunker’s clever science fiction debut is heartwarming and witty. Felix’s looming high-stakes procedure creates a sense of suspense,  
while the push and pull between Felix and his alien guest incubates humor, compassion and ingenuity . . . The marvelously diverse cast of Felix Yz  

is certain to charm audiences and leave them eagerly anticipating what Bunker will deliver next.” – Shelf Awareness, STARRED REVIEW
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THE DARKDEEP
Ally Condie & Brendan Reichs
Bloomsbury: October 2018; 2019; 2020
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Co-written by bestselling powerhouses Ally Condie and Brendan Reichs, Stranger Things 
meets The Goonies in this action-based, paranormal mystery story about the shadowy things 
that lurk within the human heart, and what it might take to overcome them. 
 
Everyone in Timbers knows Still Cove is off-limits, with its creepy Beast sightings and equally  
terrifying legends. But when a bullying incident sends twelve-year-old Nico Holland over a cliff and 
into Still Cove’s icy waters, friends Tyler and Emma—and even Opal Walsh, who usually runs with 
the popular kids—rush to his rescue . . . and discover a mysterious island hiding in the murky,  
swirling mists below.

THE LAST VOYAGE OF POE BLYTHE
Ally Condie
Dutton (Penguin): January 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Ally Condie, the international bestselling author of the MATCHED trilogy, returns in an emotional and tensely plotted novel 
about revenge, grief, and self-reliance. 
 
The only thing Poe Blythe ever wanted was Call. Call was true love and hope in Poe’s otherwise dim life as a machinist in the 
Settlement. Call was home. Poe and Call hungered for the chance to live in the untamed wilderness beyond the Settlement’s walls—
to make a new life, together. Hopeful for a taste of freedom, they take jobs on the river dredge—a hulking beast of a ship that claws 
its way across river bottoms in search of gold. But all their dreams are shattered the night raiders board the dredge and murder Call. 
Poe’s world is irreparably fractured in the wake of Call’s death and soon her only driving force is revenge, destruction of those who 
ripped Call away from her. She becomes the architect of a stronger dredge, outfitted with savage defense systems that will slaughter 
any outsider who attempts to board. But Poe never expected to return to the river, nor did she expect to return as the dredge’s captain. 
With possible traitors in her midst and a looming unease about the true agenda of the Settlement’s leadership, Poe’s unexpected new 
voyage might also be her last. Poe is confident that her defenses will not fail. What she is less sure of, is herself. 
 
Intricately crafted and emotionally gripping, THE LAST VOYAGE OF POE BLYTHE is the compelling story of one young woman’s 
journey to move beyond the grief and anger that control her and find the inner strength to chart her own course.
 
Rights have been sold in German (Fischer) and in the UK (PRH).

Though the island appears uninhabited, the kids can’t shake a feeling that something about it is definitely not right. Their suspicions 
grow when they stumble upon an abandoned houseboat filled with all sorts of curiosities: odd-looking weapons, unnerving portraits, 
maps to unknown places, and a glass jar containing something completely unidentifiable. And in its lowest depths churns a dark, deep 
secret. As the group delves deeper into this mysterious new clubhouse, their lives begin to intertwine in weird and dangerous ways. 
For something ancient has awakened . . . and it can detect not only their wishes and dreams, but also their darkest, most terrible  
imaginings. Do they have what it takes to face the shadowy secrets lurking within their own hearts? 
 
Told from alternating points of view, this pulse-racing tale from bestselling duo Ally Condie and Brendan Reichs is the start of a high-
stakes, thrilling series about friendship and believing in yourself—and each other.

“Move over, Stranger Things . . . THE DARKDEEP will pull you into an irresistibly eerie world 
beyond your wildest dreams—and nightmares.” – Melissa De La Cruz, #1 New York Times 

bestselling author of The Descendants series

Rights have been sold in French (Michel Lafon), German (Fischer), Italian (Mondadori), Spanish (RBA), Swedish (Wahlstroms), and in the UK 
(Macmillan UK).

“This book left me breathless!” – R. L. Stine, 
#1 New York Times bestselling author of 

Goosebumps and Fear Street
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RICKETY STITCH AND THE GELATINOUS GOO SERIES 
THE ROAD TO EPOLI | THE MIDDLE-ROUTE RUN
Ben Costa & James Parks
Knopf (Penguin Random House): June 2017; July 2018
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Nimona meets Adventure Time as a singing skeleton searches for his origins in this  
full-color graphic novel series! 
 
Meet Rickety Stitch . . . a walking, talking, singing skeleton minstrel. He’s the one skeleton in the 
dungeon who seems to have retained his soul, and he has no idea why. His only clue to his former 
identity is a song he hears snippets of in his dreams, an epic bard’s tale about the Road to Epoli and 
the land of Eem. His sidekick and sole friend is the gelatinous Goo, who Rickety alone can under-
stand. Together they set out in search of Rickety’s past, with abundant humor and danger galore. 

Praise for RICKETY STITCH: 
 

“Costa and Parks’ tale is imaginative and laugh-out-loud funny, unafraid to crack a well-timed, verging-on-
naughty joke. The art is unfalteringly, vibrantly buoyant, with many sight gags that effortlessly turn the profane 

into something adorably laughable.. this is irreverent, bawdy, and lots of fun.” –Kirkus, STARRED REVIEW 
 

“There is lots of intertextual cleverness going on that results in this book being both an homage to and spoof 
of the traditional fantasy hero’s quest.”  –Bulletin, STARRED REVIEW 

 
“Parks and Costa impressively evolve their tale into a compelling epic quest with deeper themes than the 

initial chapters hint.”  –Publishers Weekly, STARRED REVIEW 
 

“Solid world-building strengthens every panel of RICKETY STITCH… Goofy jokes leavened with existential 
musings recall Terry Pratchett and Patricia Wrede.” –Shelf Awareness, STARRED REVIEW 

Rights have been sold in Hebrew (Keter) and Russian (AST).

WICKED NIX
Lena Coakley; Illustrated by Jaime Zollars
Amulet: October 2018
Writers House retained translation rights
 
This gorgeous new fairytale by acclaimed author Lena Coakley, with illustrations by rising 
illustration star Jaime Zollars, explores the timeless bonds of family and the joy of finding 
home in unexpected places. 
 
Mischievous woodland fairy Nix is up to no good. His beloved fairy queen has gone away, leaving 
him with a very important job: He must protect the forest from a most dangerous enemy—humans. 
When a determined invader trespasses on his territory, Nix’s skills are put to the test as he invents 
several wicked tricks to chase the sorry fellow away. But when his efforts don’t go quite according to 
plan, it becomes clear that this intruder—and this sprite—may not be at all what they seem.

“WICKED NIX is like any other fairy food—it is delightful; it will cut you to the core. With humor and  
heartbreak, devastating loss and the hope of connection, WICKED NIX is a meditation on the lies we tell  

ourselves to protect ourselves, and the unexpected ways we might build a family. A sharp, startling,  
wondrous story.” – Kelly Barnhill, Newbery medalist for The Girl Who Drank The Moon
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S H A R O N  C R E E C H
WINNER OF THE NEWBERY MEDAL FOR WALK TWO MOONS

a nove l

A boy . . .

A girl . . .

A pitiful donkey  . . .SHARON CREECH  is the author 
of the Newbery Medal winner Walk Two 
Moons, the Newbery Honor Book The 
Wanderer, and the Carnegie Medal 
winner Ruby Holler. Her other work 
includes the novels Moo, The Boy on 
the Porch, The Great Unexpected, The 
Unfinished Angel, Hate That Cat, The 
Castle Corona, Replay, Heartbeat, 
Granny Torrelli Makes Soup, Love That 
Dog, Bloomability, Absolutely Normal 
Chaos, Chasing Redbird, and Pleasing 
the Ghost, as well as three picture books: 
A Fine, Fine School; Fishing in the Air; 
and Who’s That Baby? Ms. Creech and 
her husband live in Maine. You can visit 
her online at www.sharoncreech.com.

Also available as an ebook.
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LOUIE DOESN’T HAVE THE BEST LUCK

when it comes to nurturing small 
creatures—not even lightning bugs, 
worms, or goldfish. So when his father 
brings home a sickly, newborn mini 
donkey, he’s determined to save him 
and gives him the name Winslow. And 
somehow, taking care of him helps Louie 
feel closer to his brother, Gus, who is far, 
far away in the army.

Everyone worries that Winslow won’t 
survive, especially Louie’s quirky new 
friend, Nora, who has experienced loss 
of her own. 

But as Louie’s bond with Winslow 
grows, surprising and life-altering events 
prove that this fragile donkey is stronger 
than anyone could have imagined.

From Newbery Medal winner and 
New York Times bestselling author 
Sharon Creech comes a tale about love 
and friendship and letting go.

SAVING WINSLOW
Sharon Creech
HarperCollins: September 2018 
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
With her trademark tenderness and compassion, Newbery Award-winning Sharon Creech has 
written another story that beautifully illustrates the powerful, lifelong bonds built between 
children and animals. 
 
Louie doesn’t have the best luck when it comes to nurturing small creatures. So when his father 
brings home a sickly newborn mini donkey, he’s determined to save him. He names him Winslow. 
Taking care of him helps Louie feel closer to his brother, Gus, who is far, far away in the army. 
 
Everyone worries that Winslow won’t survive, especially Louie’s quirky new friend, Nora, who has 
experienced loss of her own. But as Louie’s bond with Winslow grows, surprising and life-altering 
events prove that this fragile donkey is stronger than anyone could have imagined.

Rights have been sold in Complex Chinese (Rye Field) and Simplified Chinese (Beijing White Horse Time Culture).

Perfect for fans of Charlotte’s Web and The One and Only Ivan, SAVING WINSLOW is an uplifting modern classic in the making about 
love, friendship and letting go. 

“This heartwarming story is  
sure to be a hit with fans of  

E. B. White’s Charlotte’s Web and  
Kate DiCamillo’s Because of Winn-Dixie.”  

– School Library Journal,  
STARRED REVIEW

“Creech packs a tremendous amount of emotion between the lines of her understated prose. 
Animal lovers in particular will relish Louie’s hard-won triumphs and find joy in Winslow’s strength.”  

– Publishers Weekly, STARRED REVIEW

“A winning tale of love.”  
– Kirkus, STARRED REVIEW

FRIEND OR FICTION?
Abby Cooper
Charlesbridge: October 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
Sold at auction, this is a heartwarming middle-grade tale about the nature of friendship and staying true to yourself. 
 
Best friends are in short supply in the transient town of Tiveda, Colorado. So Jade makes one up. 
 
Middle school might be tough, and friends are scarce, but Jade doesn’t feel lonely when she writes about all the things she and her 
imaginary best friend Zoe do together. But when Zoe suddenly shows up--as a real person, in the flesh!—Jade is unsure how to  
navigate their relationship. Sure, Zoe helps Jade forget about her dad’s cancer and how she eats alone in the cafeteria. Still, Jade 
doesn’t know whether she should continue to control Zoe by what she writes in her notebook, or let her be herself, and risk Zoe  
ditching her for cooler friends. To make matters worse, Clue—the kid in school Jade likes the least—is responsible for the magic  
experiment that brought Zoe to life. Luckily for everyone, it soon becomes clear that friends should feel free to be themselves, and 
maybe the perfect best friend doesn’t exist after all.
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DON’T PUSH THE BUTTON! | AN EASTER SURPRISE 
Bill Cotter
Sourcebooks: June 2015; Fall 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
A USA Today bestseller, and with hundreds of thousands of copies (and counting) sold 
worldwide! 
 
There’s only one rule in Larry’s book: don’t push the button.  
 
(Seriously, don’t even think about it!) 
 
Even if it does look kind of nice, you must never push the button.  
 
Who knows what would happen? 
 
Okay, quick.  
 
No one is looking...maybe we can just give it just a little tap?  
 
Uh, oh. 
 
In this Easter-themed adventure, Bill Cotter brings the joyful spirit of the original DON’T PUSH THE 
BUTTON with a fun holiday twist. 
 
Bill Cotter is the acclaimed USA Today bestselling author/illustrator of DON’T PUSH THE BUTTON 
and DON’T TOUCH THE BUTTON—along with a number of other bestselling Larry-inspired spinoff 
tales.   
 
Rights to DON’T PUSH THE BUTTON have been sold in Complex Chinese (Walkers Cultural Enterprise), 
German (Ravensburger), Japanese (Sanctuary), and Korean (Book Bank).
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STRONGER, FASTER, AND MORE BEAUTIFUL
Arwen Elys Dayton
Delacourte (Random House): December 2018
Writers House retained translation, UK, and audio rights
 
This compelling, mind-bending YA novel is a twisted look into the future, exploring how far 
we will go to remake ourselves into the perfect human specimen and what it means to be 
human at all, and is perfect for fans of Black Mirror and Westworld.  
 
STRONGER. The future is curious. Today our bodies define us. We color our hair; tattoo our skin; 
pierce our ears, brows, noses. We lift weights, run miles, break records. We are flesh and blood and 
bone. 
 
FASTER. Tomorrow has different rules. The future is no longer about who we are—it’s about who 
we want to be. If you can dream it, you can be it. Science will make us smarter, healthier, flawless in 
every way. Our future is boundless. 
 
MORE BEAUTIFUL. This is a story that begins tomorrow. It’s a story about us. It’s a story about who 
comes after us. And it’s a story about perfection. Because perfection has a way of getting ugly. 

Rights to STRONGER, FASTER, AND MORE BEAUTIFUL have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (V&R), Romanian (Rao Distributie), and in the 
UK (HarperVoyager).  

“A work of unforgettable vision and imagination. This book is everything I love about science fiction.”  
– Jay Kristoff, New York Times bestselling coauthor of The Illuminae Files 

 
“A deep and suddenly necessary exploration of the beautiful and terrible futures we face. Every story leaves 

you desperate for more. Somehow, the further from today Dayton travels, the more real it becomes.”  
– Hank Green, author of An Absolutely Remarkable Thing 

 
“A remarkable book, visionary and very hard to put down. The characters live in compelling,  

personal stories that have relevance to the future of the human race itself.”  
– Kevin J. Anderson, New York Times bestselling author of The Dark Between the Stars

MAYHEM AND MADNESS
Jeremy Dauber
Holiday House: August 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
A fun, lively and action-packed middle grade adventure about a boy who discovers that the 
notorious Robin Hood-style supervillain known as Mayhem is his own father! 
 
Bailey has a problem. A bunch of problems, actually. He’s hopelessly in love with a girl who won’t 
give him the time of day. His dad left him and his mother five years ago, and she hasn’t been the 
same since. And then there’s the giant robot suit he discovered in a secret basement underneath 
his house, drilled into twenty solid feet of bedrock. When Bailey meets the mysterious Mr. Jones, 
the suit’s creator, he learns for the first time that his dad has been kidnapped by the notorious group 
The Black Front, and that the Mayhem armor is the key to fighting them—and saving him. But as he 
begins to master the suit in order to get his dad back, things get…tricky. Was his dad really, like Mr. 

Jones said, just robbing those banks to give money to the poor? Is Mr. Jones telling him everything he knows about the suit? Might 
there be a way to use Mayhem to get the girl of his dreams to come with him to homecoming?  
 
Action-packed and full of twists, but with a strong emotional and human core, MAYHEM AND MADNESS is a bit like if Iron Man met 
Friday Night Lights.
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NINJA KID SERIES 
NINJA KID | FLYING NINJA!
Anh Do
Scholastic: Spring 2019; 2020
Writers House retained translation rights
 
A funny, charming new illustrated series full of oddballs. Especially the hero—a boy who 
wakes up one morning and has the magical powers of a ninja thrust upon him! 
 
Nelson’s a nerd! Unfit, uncool...totally awkward! But when he wakes up on his tenth birthday, he 
discovers he’s a NINJA! THE LAST NINJA ON EARTH! How’s he going to save the world when 
he can’t even get his undies on the right way?! With the help of Grandma’s inventions and his wild 
cousin Kenny, can Nelson master his new ninja skills AND save Duck Creek? 
 
Rights have been sold in ANZ (Scholastic), Dutch (Kluitman), Romanian (Epica) and Spanish (RBA).

HOT DOG SERIES 
HOT DOG! | PARTY TIME! | CIRCUS TIME! | GAME TIME!
Anh Do
Scholastic Australia: November 2016; June 2017; November 2017; June 2018
Writers House retained translation rights
 
Meet Hotdog, the sausage dog, and his friends! There’s Kev, the goofy cat, who’s always dressed 
up in some silly costume, and Lizzie, the gutsy lizard, who eats bug burgers for breakfast! Together 
they’re going on a mad adventure to help a baby bird find its missing mum!  Hotdog and his friends 
will go to any lengths, and dizzying heights, to find her! But can they handle dirty nappies and  
karate-chopping roosters along the way? 

WEIRDO SERIES 
WEIRDO | EVEN WEIRDER! | EXTRA WEIRD! 
SUPER WEIRD! | TOTALLY WEIRD! | CRAZY WEIRD! 
MEGA WEIRD! | REALLY WEIRD! | SPOOKY WEIRD! 
MESSY WEIRD! | SPLASHY WEIRD!
Anh Do
Scholastic Australia: 2013; 2014; 2015; 2016; 2017; 2018; 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
My parents could have given me any first name at all, like John, Kevin, Shmevin . . . ANYTHING. 
Instead I’m stuck with the worst name since Mrs Face called her son Bum. Weir Do’s the new kid in 
school. With an unforgettable name, a crazy family and some seriously weird habits, fitting in won’t 
be easy... But it will be funny!

Writers House is thrilled to now be representing the #1 bestselling author  
and successful Australian comedian Anh Do, who has sold over 2 million books to date!
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CROSSING THE LINE
Simone Elkeles
HarperCollins: June 2018
Writers House retained translation and audio rights; film rights with Temple Hill
 
A high-stakes story of star-crossed lovers from Simone Elkeles, the New York Times  
bestselling author of the Perfect Chemistry series. 
 
To escape his abusive stepdad, bad boy Ryan Hess runs from his tiny Texas border town to Mexico. 
But his plans to keep his head down and stay out of trouble are shattered the minute he meets 
the beautiful and totally out of his league Dalila Sandoval. Dalila Sandoval shouldn’t even know 
someone like Ryan Hess. The daughter of one of the wealthiest lawyers in Mexico, Dalila is focused 
on studying and planning for her bright future. Ryan is only a distraction from her dreams, but she’s 
never felt more alive than when she’s by his side. Ryan and Dalila are wrong for each other in every 
way. And yet they can’t resist the sparks that fly when they’re together. But their love is like a flame 
burning too close to the fuse. Something is going to explode. Will their love be strong enough to 
survive? Or will it burn them both? 

Rights to CROSSING THE LINE have been sold in French (La Martiniere) and Spanish (Ediciones Versatil).

“[A] sensational tale of romance, deception, and the border between Texas and Mexico.  
Hand this title to fans of Elkeles’s previous works and teens seeking a suspenseful, steamy romance.” –Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA)

STEPSISTER
Jennifer Donnelly
Scholastic: Summer 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Sold in a heated 9-bidder auction, STEPSISTER is a startling, fiercely feminist reimagining of 
Cinderella from bestselling, award-winning author Jennifer Donnelly.
         Now being adapted for film by the developers behind THE STARS BENEATH OUR FEET!
Isabelle should be blissfully happy—she’s about to marry the handsome prince. Except Isabelle isn’t 
the girl who lost the glass slipper. She’s the ugly stepsister who cut off her toes to fit into Cinderella’s 
dainty shoe... which is now overflowing with blood. When the prince discovers Isabelle’s deception, 
she’s turned away in shame. It’s no more than she deserves. She’s a plain girl in a world that values 
beauty; a feisty girl in a world that wants her to be pliant. 

Isabelle tried to fit in. She cut away pieces of herself in order to become pretty. But that only made her mean, jealous, and hollow. At 
least, that’s what she believes until she finds herself an unwitting pawn in an eternal disagreement between Fate and Chance. Cold, 
cynical Fate contends that an ugly girl can never change her destiny. Dashing, beguiling Chance believes that Isabelle can chart her 
own course no matter what stands in her way. Evoking the darker, original version of the Cinderella story, STEPSISTER shows us that 
ugly is in the eye of the beholder, and uses Donnelly’s trademark wit and wisdom to send an overlooked character on a journey toward 
empowerment, redemption... and a new definition of beauty.   
 
Rights to STEPSISTER have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Universo dos Livros), Czech (Albatros), Greek (Dioptra), Hebrew (Kinneret), 
Hungarian (Maxim), Italian (Mondadori), Norwegian (Vigmostad & Bjorke), Spanish (RBA), Turkish (Teas) and in the UK (Hot Key).

Simone Elkeles is the New York Times and USA Today bestselling author of the Perfect Chemistry series, Leaving Paradise series 
and How to Ruin series. All three books in the Perfect Chemistry series have been YALSA Top Ten Quick Picks for Reluctant Young 
Adult Readers.
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THE SUPER LIFE OF BEN BRAVER SERIES 
THE SUPER LIFE OF BEN BRAVER | THE INCREDIBLE 
EXPLODING KID | BEN BRAVER #3
Marcus Emerson
Roaring Brook (Macmillan): March 2018; 2019; 2020
Writers House retained translation, UK, and audio rights
 
A hilarious adventure series about the greatness within middle schoolers who dreams big!
Ben Braver is an ordinary kid. All he wants to do is finish his summer watching awesome TV shows 
and eating his favorite candy. But when some kid screams for help, Ben, like his favorite comic book 
heroes, tries to save the day. Let’s just say it ends badly. But it does lead him to a secret school 
where kids with super abilities learn to control their powers. Ben’s never had any powers―and 
never thought he could be special. So when he’s offered a spot at the school, Ben decides this is his 
chance to become the superhero he’s always dreamed of. 

Rights have been sold in ANZ (Allen & Unwin).

“Fans of superhero fiction will laugh out loud and  
identify with aggressively regular Ben. Just the right 

mix of mystery and kooky fun.” – Kirkus 

“A crazy fun ride—action-packed and loaded with 
laughs!” – Max Brallier, New York Times–bestselling 

author of THE LAST KIDS ON EARTH 

SECRET AGENT 6TH GRADER SERIES 
SECRET AGENT 6TH GRADER  
ICE COLD SUCKER PUNCH | EXTRA LARGE SODA JERK 
SELFIES ARE FOREVER
Marcus Emerson
Roaring Brook: February 2013; November 2013; November 2013; November 2014
Writers House retained translation, audio, and UK rights
 
A thrilling mystery series set in the same school as the Diary of a 6th Grade Ninja series! 

DIARY OF A 6TH GRADE NINJA SERIES 
DIARY OF A 6TH GRADE NINJA | BUCHANAN BANDITS  
PIRATE INVASION | SCAVENGERS | RISE OF THE RED NINJAS 
SPIRIT WEEK SHENANIGANS | A GAME OF CHASE  
THE SCAVENGERS STRIKE | TERROR AT THE TALENT SHOW 
MY WORST FRENEMY | BEWARE OF THE SUPERMOON
Marcus Emerson
Self Published: October 2013; November 2013; November 2013; November 2013; November 2013  
November 2013; December 2013; May 2014; May 2014; May 2015; November 2017                         
Writers House retained translation, audio, and UK rights
 
Half a million U.S. copies sold!
A series of wild, havoc-meets-hilarious, unputdownable adventures that follow Chase Cooper as he 
gets recruited into a secret society of ninjas that run his new school. 
 
Rights have been sold in ANZ (Allen & Unwin), Bulgarian (Hermes), Czech (BB Art), German (Egmont), 
Hungarian (Kiado), Italian (De Agostini Libra), Portuguese (Presenca), Romanian (Editora Booklet), and 
Turkish (Epsilon).
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EVEN THE DARKEST STARS | ALL THE WANDERING LIGHT
Heather Fawcett
Balzer + Bray (HarperCollins): September 2017; December 2018 
Writers House retained translation rights
 
Inspired by the early climbers of Mount Everest, this sweeping and action-packed fantasy 
duology tells the story of a ragtag group of teens with various magical abilities who climb an 
unclimbable mountain and is perfect for fans of Tamora Pierce and Kristin Cashore. 
 
After the terrifying events on Mount Raksha in EVEN THE DARKEST STARS, the witches have  
returned in ALL THE WANDERING LIGHT, and River has betrayed Kamzin to regain his dark 
powers. The witches’ next step: march on the Three Cities and take over the Empire—led by River’s 
brother, Esha.  
 
If Kamzin is to save Azmiri and prevent the destruction of the Empire, she must find a star that fell 
in the Ash Mountains to the north. Fallen stars have immense power, and if Kamzin and Lusha can 
find the star, they can use its magic to protect their homeland. To get there, Kamzin has allied with 
Azar-at, the dangerous and deceptive fire demon, who can grant her great power—in exchange for 
pieces of her soul.  
 
But River wants the star too, and as their paths collide in dangerous and unexpected ways, Kamzin 
must wrestle with both her guilt and her conflicted feelings for the person who betrayed her. Facing 
dark magic, a perilous journey, and a standoff against the witches, can Kamzin, Lusha, and Tem find 
the star and save their Empire?

Rights to EVEN THE DARKEST STARS have been sold in French (Pocket Jeunesse) and German 
(Dressler).

“An utterly inventive and wholly original debut.” –Booklist, STARRED REVIEW of Even The Darkest Stars 

“With a dash of romantic entanglement, a rich original mythology, and a sizzler of a twist at the end,  
this duology opener will appeal to fans of female-centric fantasy by such authors as  

Leigh Bardugo and Sarah Maas.” –Kirkus

“Brilliantly rendering aspects of mountaineering, debut novelist Fawcett makes readers feel the constant 
danger and bitter cold.” – Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA)
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HOW TO BE A SUPERVILLAIN SERIES 
HOW TO BE A SUPERVILLAIN | BORN TO BE GOOD 
SUPERVILLAIN #3
Michael Fry
Jimmy Patterson (Hachette): May 2017; May 2018; May 2019
Writers House retained translation rights

 
A National Bestseller! An IndieBound Bestseller!

In this rollicking middle-grade adventure, Michael Fry’s witty text and hysterical artwork combines 
superhero action with classic fish-out-of-water humor. 
 
After saving the world a second time in book two, Victor Spoil, (son of supervillains) has had enough 
super chaos. He finally gets to set aside his super ways to explore his dream career as a librarian. 
Being a librarian is quiet, there’s air-conditioning and the books smell like pudding. Oh, and no one 
is trying to kill you. The only problem, he discovers, is the librarians aren’t the graying spinsters in 
sensible shoes they appear. Turns out they want to bring ORDER and safety and perfect harmony 
to the world in the form of total control of all living things. But to do this they need a special computer 
chip and Victor is the only one who can get it. Unfortunately, the chip resides inside his good robot 

Praise for HOW TO BE A SUPERVILLAIN:

BOBBIE MENDOZA SAVES THE WORLD (AGAIN)
Michael Fry & Bradley Jackson
HarperCollins: September 2018
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Michael Fry and Bradley Jackson team up for a hilarious and heartfelt adventure. Packed 
with comic illustrations, this zany sequel to THE NAUGHTY LIST is sure to have kids  
laughing! 
 
Some nasty imaginary creatures have just escaped into the real world, and it’s an emergency! 
Bobbie and her friends must take on unicorns, farting spiders, a giant nightmare squid, and a scary 
Viking bounty hunter who is determined to land the whole gang in Trans-Dimensional prison. But 
Bobbie will learn that sometimes the things that scare us most aren’t actually so terrifying once 
you’ve faced them.

“Fry has written a hilarious story about an unlikely hero 
and masterfully incorporates the illustrations into the  

narrative. Victor’s story is sure to be a hit among reluctant 
readers and fans of illustrated novels.” –Booklist

“The irreverent humor that middle graders relish 
will go a long way to capturing their interest. 

Superhero fans will enjoy this tongue-in-cheek 
take on the genre.” –School Library Journal

Rights sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Astral), Dutch (Van Holkema & Warendorf), French (Milan), Romanian 
(Aramis Print), and Spanish (Bruno).

“The brevity, pacing, and humor are likely to appeal to reluctant readers.  
Fun for fans of fantasy and flatlence.” – Kirkus 

Rights to the author’s previous title THE NAUGHTY LIST sold in Simplified Chinese (Shanghai Gaotan).
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FULL DISCLOSURE
Camryn Garrett
Knopf (Random House): Fall 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Bought in a high 6-figure pre-empt in under 48 hours from submission, FULL DISCLOSURE is a funny, sweet, sex-positive 
story that will appeal to fans of Everything, Everything, The Hate U Give, and Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist. 
 
Simone Garcia-Hampton is positive that having a crush is more dangerous than having HIV. Simone knows that her status isn’t a death 
sentence, as long as she remembers to take her medication, she can live a long, healthy life. There’s just one problem: she wants to 
have sex. Badly. 
 
She knows abstinence is the safest policy, she’s heard it almost every day of her life from her sweet and well-meaning Dads, and up 
until now, she’s been able to handle it, but Miles Austin has ruined that! Simone is already agonizing about how to tell Miles about her 
status, but she’s been burned before—she even had to switch schools over it when there was a huge public outcry from uneducated 
parents. She’s determined to keep her status a secret, but the cardinal rule of dating-while-positive is disclosure. Before she’s able 
to figure out what to do, Simone finds a threatening note left in her locker: I know you have HIV. You have until Thanksgiving to stop 
hanging out with Miles. Or everyone else will know too. Simone’s journey to protect her secret and her heart at the same time is a 
thoughtful, compelling, heartwarming, romantic journey through the particular challenges of adolescence, written as only an (incredibly 
impressive) teen could do justice to. 
 
Camryn Garrett was hired by Time Magazine at age 13, and has since written for Rookie Magazine, the Huffington Post, and more. At 
18, she’s a Twitter celebrity, and is followed by a jaw-dropping cabal of NYT-bestselling authors.
 
Rights have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Verus), French (Laffont), Hungarian (Maxim), Italian (Il Castoro), Portuguese (Saida de 
Emergencia), Romanian (Epica), Swedish (Gilla Bocker), and in the UK (PRH UK).

UNPREGNANT
Jennifer Hendriks & Ted Caplan
HarperTeen (HarperCollins): Fall 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Bought in a heated 6-publisher auction, UNPREGNANT is a hilarious and cinematic abortion road-trip story (yep, you read 
that right!) about trust, friendship, discovering one’s voice, and coming of age. 
 
Seventeen-year-old Veronica Clarke never thought she would wish she’d failed a test until she finds herself holding a thick piece of 
plastic in her hands and staring at two solid pink lines. Even the most consistent use of condoms won’t prevent pregnancy when your 
boyfriend secretly pokes holes in them to keep you from going out-of-state for college. Veronica needs an abortion, but the closest 
place she can legally get one is over nine hundred miles away—and Veronica doesn’t have a car. Too ashamed to ask her friends or 
family for help, Veronica turns to the one person she believes won’t judge her: Bailey Butler, Jefferson High’s own little black cloud of 
anger and snark—and Veronica’s ex-best friend. Once on the road, Veronica quickly remembers nothing with Bailey is ever simple and 
that means two days of stolen cars, shotguns, crazed ex-boyfriends, truck stop strippers with pro-life agendas, and a limo driver named 
Bob. But the pain and betrayal of their broken friendship can’t be outrun. When their fighting leads to a brutal moment of truth, Bailey 
abandons Veronica. Now Veronica must risk everything in order to repair the hurt she’s caused.
Jennifer Hendriks worked for years as a writer on the hit TV show How I Met Your Mother. Her episodes are some of the most  
emotionally impactful in the series. Ted Caplan began his career crafting the sound design for films such as Walk the Line, for which 
he won a BAFTA award. He is currently working on the adaptation of the breakout hit novel, The Hate U Give. 

Rights have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Faro), Danish (Alvilda), Dutch (Gottmer), French (Bayard), Finnish (WSOY), German (Fischer), 
Hungarian (Maxim), Italian (Garzanti), Portuguese (Saida de Emergencia), Romanian (Nemira), Russian (Exmo), Spanish (Urano) and in the 
UK (Chicken House).
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WARHEAD: THE TRUE STORY OF ONE TEEN WHO 
ALMOST SAVED THE WORLD
Jeff Henigson
Delacorte (Penguin Random House): July 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
You’re about to meet a teenager fighting three battles: one against cancer, another for his  
father’s love, and a third for world peace, in this extraordinary YA memoir from Jeff 
Henigson. 
 
In 1986, Jeff was 15 years old: crazy about girls, bouncing around with his friends, trying like hell to 
get a car. The world is feeling crazy too: stand-offs between world leaders, Russia and the United 
States at glaring odds, and that awful word, “nuclear,” on everyone’s mind. Then—boom. Jeff was 
diagnosed with a possibly terminal brain cancer. Such news might bring most families closer  
together, and indeed, Jeff’s family rallies around him. But they love fiercely and poisonously— 
especially Jeff’s father, a complicated man who never says, “I love you,” even during the worst of 

TORPEDOED
Deborah Heiligman
Henry Holt (Macmillan): October 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
From the multi award-winning author of Vincent and Theo and Charles and Emma comes an extraordinary new work of  
nonfiction.  
 
Amidst the constant rain of German bombs and the escalating violence of World War II, British parents by the thousands chose to 
send their children out of the country: the wealthy, independently; the poor, through a government relocation program called CORB. 
In September 1940, passenger liner SS City of Benares set out in a convoy of 19 ships sailing for Canada. On board were 90 CORB 
children, chaperones, and crew, along with paying passengers. When the war ships escorting the Benares to safe waters peeled off, a 
German submarine attacked and torpedoed the Benares. What followed is an amazing example of all that people are capable of—the 
worst, and the best.

Rights to VINCENT AND THEO sold in Complex Chinese (Omnibooks), Italian (EDT), Korean (Prooni Books), Romanian (Grupul Art) and 
Simplified Chinese (CITIC).

Jeff’s surgery, radiation, and chemotherapy. So when the Starlight Foundation offered Jeff a wish, he devised one certain to win his  
father’s respect: Jeff asked to travel to the Soviet Union, meet with Mikhail Gorbachev, and discuss nuclear disarmament and ending 
the Cold War. You might assume a book about brain cancer and nuclear war is dark. And it is. But it’s also funny, romantic, and  
surprising. Jeff’s life swings from incredibly ordinary to absolutely incredible, as he grapples with questions of mortality, war, love, hope 
and miracles. 
 
Rights have been sold in Romanian (Epica). 

Praise for Vincent and Theo:

“A breathtaking achievement that will leave teens eager to  
learn more.” –School Library Journal, STARRED REVIEW

“A remarkably insightful, profoundly moving story of fraternal  
interdependence and unconditional love.” –Kirkus, STARRED REVIEW

“This illuminating glimpse into the van Goghs’ turbulent life and  
historical period will add compelling depth to readers’ understanding  

of the iconic painter.” –Booklist, STARRED REVIEW

“A unique and riveting exploration of art, artists, and brotherly  
love.” –The Horn Book, STARRED REVIEW

 Optioned for film by 3 Arts Entertainment! 
 

A 2018 Michael L. Printz Honor book | Winner of the 2018 YALSA Excellence in Nonfiction Award | 2017 Nonfiction Boston Globe-Horn Book 
Winner of the 2017 Nonfiction Boston Globe-Horn Book Award! | Winner of the SCBWI’s 2018 Golden Kite Award for Non-Fiction for Older Readers 

**6 STARRED REVIEWS!** 



Writers House Frankfurt 2018 Doogie Horner | Greg Howard

page 23

THIS MIGHT HURT A BIT
Doogie Horner
Simon Pulse (Simon & Schuster): Summer 2019
Writers House retained translation, UK, and audio rights
 
Standup comedian Doogie Horner’s YA debut is a touching, funny and authentic meditation 
on the difficulty of dealing with loss (and trying to get paint to stick to cows). 
 
Kirby Burns is about to have the second worst day of his life. Tomorrow is the one-year anniver-
sary of the worst day of his life, and in the three hundred and sixty four days since then he hasn’t 
stopped running: from his family, his memories, and the horse-sized farm dogs that chase him to the 
bus stop every morning. 
 
But he can’t run forever, and as THIS MIGHT HURT A BIT begins, Kirby and his friends PJ and Jake 
sneak out of his house to play a prank whose consequences follow them to school the next day, 
causing a chain reaction of mayhem and disaster. As Kirby runs, runs, runs, to make it through the 
day, he confronts all manner of assault or expulsion, sorts through complicated feelings towards his 
parents, and grapples with his sister’s death one year earlier. Most importantly, he finally learns to 
stop running.

 
“Survival is key in this debut novel as irreverent as it is gratifying.”  

– David Arnold, New York Times bestselling author of Kids of Appetite and Mosquitoland 
 

“Doogie Horner’s THIS MIGHT HURT A BIT is full of wit, wisdom, and is (like Doogie himself) riotously funny 
to boot. A phenomenal debut!” – Ransom Riggs, #1 NYT bestselling author of Miss Peregrine’s Home for 

Peculiar Children series

THE WHISPERS
Greg Howard
Putnam (Penguin): January 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
Bought in a competitive five-bidder auction for 6 figures, THE WHISPERS reads like a fresh 
and modern answer to beautiful, heartfelt middle-grade such as Counting By 7s and Walk 
Two Moons, with a magically realistic twist reminiscent of Bridge to Terabithia. 
 
Eleven-year-old Riley believes in the whispers, magical fairies that will grant you wishes if you leave 
them tributes. Riley has a lot of wishes. He wishes bullies at school would stop picking on him. He 
wishes Dylan, his 8th grade crush, liked him, and Riley wishes he would stop wetting the bed. But 
most of all, Riley wishes for his mom to come back home. She disappeared a few months ago, and 
Riley is determined to crack the case. He even meets with a detective, Frank, to go over his witness 
statement time and time again. 
 
Frustrated with the lack of progress in the investigation, Riley decides to take matters into his own 
hands. So he goes on a camping trip with his friend Gary to find the whispers and ask them to bring 
his mom back home. But Riley doesn’t realize the trip will shake the foundation of everything that he 
believes in forever. 
 
 
Rights have been sold in German (dtv), Italian (HarperCollins Italy), and Spanish (Urano).



Writers House Frankfurt 2018 Justin Joschko | Kody Keplinger

page 24

YELLOW LOCUST | SISTERS OF THE IRON CIRCLE
Justin Joschko
Month9Books: May 2018; May 2019
Writers House retained translation, UK, and audio rights
 
This futuristic, speculative debut YA thriller puts the fate of the world into unprepared hands. 
Hands, however, can very quickly become fists. 
 
The road to the west coast is long, but no matter how far on it Selena travels, New Canaan is never 
far enough behind her. The tyrannical state killed her parents and forced her and her little brother 
Simon to flee. Now, it’s preparing to conquer every last inch of America-that-was. Only the Republic 
of California can stand against them—but to do it, they need the data stick in Selena’s pocket, the 
contents of which provide vital information on New Canaan’s terrible new weapon.  
 
With winter closing in, Selena races south in search of an open passage to the Republic—a lone 
beacon of liberty shining across a vast and barren wasteland. But after running afoul of a  
ruthless gang, she is separated from her brother, captured, and auctioned off at the city’s thriving 
slave market to join a fearsome fighting ring. Can Selena escape before the cruel despot strikes? 
Can she find her brother, lost alone in the southern wastes? Time is running out—the days are 
growing shorter, and New Canaan slinks closer every minute.

THAT’S NOT WHAT HAPPENED
Kody Keplinger
Scholastic Press: August 2018 
Writers House retained translation, UK, and audio rights
 
From New York Times bestselling author Kody Keplinger comes an astonishing and thought-
provoking exploration of the aftermath of tragedy, the power of narrative, and how we  
remember what we’ve lost. 
 
It’s been three years since the Virgil County High School Massacre. Three years since my best 
friend, Sarah, was killed in a bathroom stall during the mass shooting. Everyone knows Sarah’s 
story — that she died proclaiming her faith. But it’s not true. I know because I was with her when 
she died. I didn’t say anything then, and people got hurt because of it. Now Sarah’s parents are 
publishing a book about her, so this might be my last chance to set the record straight . . . but I’m 
not the only survivor with a story to tell about what did — and didn’t — happen that day.  
 
Except Sarah’s martyrdom is important to a lot of people, people who don’t take kindly to what I’m 
trying to do. And the more I learn, the less certain I am about what’s right. I don’t know what will be 
worse: the guilt of staying silent or the consequences of speaking up . . . 
 
Kody Keplinger is the author of several highly acclaimed novels for children and teens. She wrote 
her first published novel, THE DUFF (Designated Ugly Fat Friend), at the age of 17, during her 
senior year of high school, which became a New York Times bestseller and was released as a major 
motion picture by CBS! 

Rights have been sold in Russian (Exmo), Slovakian (Albatros), and in the UK (Hachette).
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INVISIBLE EMMIE | POSITIVELY IZZY | JUST JASMINE
Terri Libenson
Balzer + Bray (HarperCollins): May 2017; May 2018; May 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
After the incredible success of INVISIBLE EMMIE and POSITIVELY IZZY comes a third hybrid 
illustrated novel in the vein of Raina Telgemeier and Jenny Holm. 
 
FRIENDS. FRENEMIES. MIDDLE SCHOOL. The last day of seventh grade has Jasmine and Maya 
both wondering who their real friends are. Jasmine knows something is off with her friend group. 
They’ve started to exclude her and make fun of the way she dresses and the things she likes. At 
least she can count on her BFF Maya to have her back…right? 
 
Maya feels more and more annoyed with Jasmine, who seems babyish compared to the other girls 
in their popular group. It just seems like they have nothing in common with Jasmine anymore. But 
can she really dump her best friend? 

Rights to INVISIBLE EMMIE have sold in Danish (Carlsen), Dutch (Querido), French (Pocket Jeunesse), German (Baumhaus),  
Greek (Psichogios), Hebrew (Kinneret), Hungarian (Maxim), Italian (Rizzoli), Korean (BIR), Norwegian (Cappelen Damm), Polish (Akapit),  
Romanian (ART), Spanish (PRH), Swedish (Alfabeta), Turkish (Epsilon), and in the UK/Comm (PRH UK).

Praise for the INVISIBLE EMMIE series: 
 

 “This is middle grade fiction at its best. A fantastic debut novel with plenty of laughs and tons of heart. 
Invisible Emmie is unforgettable!” – Lincoln Peirce, author of Big Nate 

 
“This funny and heartfelt tale will ring true for anyone who’s ever felt invisible.”  

– Victoria Jamieson, Newbery Honor author-illustrator of Roller Girl 
 

“Clever, funny work by a great cartoonist… You laugh, you cry, you get beaned in the head with a volleyball.”  
–Stephan Pastis, author of Timmy Failure 

 
“With all-too-familiar middle-school drama and an empowering lesson about speaking up and bravely facing 

down embarrassment, this should find an easy audience among fans of Wimpy Kid or Dork Diaries.” – Booklist

THROUGH THE WHITE WOOD
Jessica Leake
HarperTeen (HarperCollins): April 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
The Bear and the Nightingale meets Frostblood in this sweeping romantic historical fantasy. 
 
Katya’s power to freeze anything she touches has made her an outcast in her isolated village. And when she loses control of her 
ability, accidentally killing several villagers, she is banished to the palace of the terrifying Prince Sasha in Kiev. At the castle, though, 
she is surprised to find that Sasha is just like her—with his own strange talent, the ability to summon fire. Instead of punishment, Sasha 
offers Katya friendship, and the chance to embrace her power rather than fear it. 
 
But outside the walls of Kiev, Sasha’s enemies have organized their own army of people who can control the very earth. Bent on taking 
over the entire world, they won’t stop until they’ve destroyed everything. Katya and Sasha are desperate to stop the encroaching army, 
and together their powers are a fearsome weapon. But as their enemies draw nearer, will fire and frost be enough to save the world? 
Or will they lose everything they hold dear?
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NOT IF I CAN HELP IT
Carolyn Mackler
Scholastic: August 2019
Writers House retained translation and audio rights
 
A smart, funny and irresistible new middle-grade novel from the Printz Honor-winning author of THE EARTH, MY BUTT, AND 
OTHER BIG ROUND THINGS! 
 
LIFE IS MESSY! 
 
Willa likes certain things to be certain ways. Her socks have to be soft and definitely can’t have irritating tags on the inside.  She loves 
the crunch of popcorn and nachos . . . but is grossed out by the crunch of a baby carrot. And slimy foods?  Those are the worst. Still, 
Willa can deal with all these things. She can also deal with the fact that her mom now lives somewhere else with a new husband, and 
that her best friend, Ruby, can’t always read her mind (although sometimes she comes close). But there are some things Willa can’t 
deal with, like her father’s big news . . . that he’s been secretly dating Ruby’s mom! 
 
Willa does NOT like the idea of her dad and Ruby’s mom being together. And she does NOT like the idea of giving up her room. And 
she does NOT like the idea of her best friend becoming her sister overnight. Is Willa going to let everyone else’s decisions control her 
life? NOT if she can help it! 

CASE CLOSED
Lauren Magaziner
Katherine Tegen Books (HarperCollins): August 2018; August 2019; August 2020
Writers House retained translation rights
 
Choose-your-own-adventure and puzzle-packed mystery collide in the first book in Lauren 
Magaziner’s wildly entertaining and interactive middle grade adventure series. YOU pick 
which suspects to interview, which questions to ask, and which clues to follow. You pick the 
path—you crack the case! 
 
Carlos Serrano has never solved a mystery in his life. But when Carlos’s mom gets sick with a nasty 
flu on the morning of an investigation that could save her failing detective agency, Carlos takes 
on the case. With the help of his best friend, Eliza, and her wild little brother, Frank, Carlos must 
uncover a mystery involving an eccentric local millionaire, anonymous death threats, and a buried 
treasure. But with tricky riddles, cagey suspects, hidden secrets, and dozens of impossible choices, 
they need your help! Can you help Carlos and his friends find the culprit and save Las Pistas 
Detective Agency? Or will it be case closed?

 
“An entertaining romp that will appeal to fans of humorous mysteries.” –School Library Journal

 
Rights have been sold in French (Bayard), Italian (De Agostini), and Spanish (RBA).
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SHATTER ME SERIES (NEW TRILOGY ARC) 
RESTORE ME | DEFY ME | BOOK #3
Tahereh Mafi
HarperCollins: March 2018; April 2019; 2020
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
The girl with the power to kill with a single touch now has the world in the palm of her hand. 
Juliette and Warner’s story continues in three electrifying new installments of Tahereh Mafi’s 
New York Times bestselling SHATTER ME series.
 
Rights to RESTORE ME have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Universo dos Livros Editora), Bulgarian 
(Egmont), Dutch (Blossom Books), French (Michel Lafon), Hungarian (Gabo), Polish (Otwarte), Russian 
(AST), Serbian (Urban Reads), Spanish (Urano); Swedish (Storytel), Turkish (Dogan Egmont), and in the 
UK (Egmont).  

Rights to SHATTER ME have been sold in AUS (Allen & Unwin), Brazilian Portuguese (Universo dos Livros Editora), Bulgarian (Egmont), 
Complex Chinese (Crown), Czech (Albatros), Dutch (Blossom Books), French (Michel Lafon), German (Goldmann), Hungarian (Gabo Kiado), 
Indonesian (Mizan), Italian (Rizzoli), Japanese (Usio Publishing), Latin American Spanish (Fondo de Cultura), Persian (Parian), Polish 
(Otwarte), Romanian (Leda), Russian (AST), Serbian (Urban Reads), Simplified Chinese (Phoenix-Power Cultural), Slovak (Albatros), Spanish 
(Futurbox), Swedish (B. Wahlstroms), Thai (Amarin), Turkish (Dogan Egmont), Ukrainian (Hemiro Limited), and in the UK (Egmont).

A VERY LARGE EXPANSE OF SEA
Tahereh Mafi
HarperCollins: October 2018
Writers House retained translation and UK rights

 
Longlisted for the National Book Award: Young People’s Literature!

From the New York Times and USA Today bestselling author of the Shatter Me series comes a 
powerful, heartrending contemporary novel about fear, first love, and the devastating impact 
of prejudice. 
 
It’s 2002, a year after 9/11, and Shirin has just started at yet another new high school. It’s an ex-
tremely turbulent time politically, but especially so for someone like Shirin, a sixteen-year-old Muslim 
girl who’s tired of being stereotyped. Shirin is never surprised by how horrible people can be. She’s 
tired of the rude stares, the degrading comments—even the physical violence—she endures as a 
result of her race, her religion, and the hijab she wears every day.   
 

Rights have sold in Dutch (Blossom Books), Finnish (Otava), French (Michel Lafon), Russian (AST), Spanish (Ediciones Urano), Swedish 
(Wahlstroms Bokforlag) and in the UK (Egmont).

So she’s built up protective walls and refuses to let anyone close enough to hurt her. Instead, she drowns her frustrations in music and 
spends her afternoons break-dancing with her brother.  But then she meets Ocean James. He’s the first person in forever who really 
seems to want to get to know Shirin. It terrifies her—they seem to come from two irreconcilable worlds—and Shirin has had her guard 
up for so long that she’s not sure she’ll ever be able to let it down.

“As usual, Mafi excels at highlighting the relationships between her characters, whether it’s the warm, supportive teasing between  
Shirin and her brother or the bittersweet agony of the deep connection between her and Ocean. Rich characters,  

incisive writing, and a powerful story will thrill readers beyond Mafi’s already stalwart fans.” – Booklist, starred review 
 

“It is not easy to incorporate important cultural themes in a young adult novel that also satisfies the social, romantic needs of teen readers.  
Not only does Mafi pull it off beautifully, but she exceeds expectations by delving deeply into characterization as well. Her writing is nuanced,  

smart, and lacks the sentimentality that often weighs down young adult books... A must-have for all library collections.” – School Library Journal 
 

“The very best books move you to reconsider the world around you and this is one of those. I truly loved it.”  
– Nicola Yoon, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Everything, Everything and The Sun is Also a Star
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GAMES OF DECEPTION
Andrew Maraniss
Philomel: Fall 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
A fascinating narrative history of basketball’s first “Dream Team”, which tells the story of the sport’s Olympic debut at the no-
torious 1936 tournament in Nazi Germany. 
 
James Naismith invented basketball in 1891, and in 1936 he sailed to Germany along with the entire U.S. Olympic team, expecting to 
be honored at the Games. Instead, when the U.S. contingent arrived, Naismith’s name wasn’t even on the credential list. The Nazis 
held such little regard for basketball that the games were played outside on a clay tennis court, which turned into a soupy mess after 
torrential rains. The gold medal game featuring the U.S. and Canada was played in such a downpour that players couldn’t dribble – the 
waterlogged ball would simply get stuck in the mud. The captain of the US team was of Lithuanian descent and later became known 
as the father of Lithuanian basketball, and his Olympic squad was composed of players from the winning team in a national qualify-
ing tournament played at Madison Square Garden. The best team in the country, however, didn’t play in that tournament -- Long Island 
University’s team had several Jewish players and boycotted the tournament in protest of Hitler’s Nazi regime. From these humble and 
controversial beginnings, the roots of the modern game emerged.  
 

HOAX FOR HIRE
Laura Martin
HarperCollins: August 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
This action-packed new middle grade adventure from critically acclaimed author Laura Martin 
will have you on the edge of your seat! 
 
As far back as anyone can remember, the McNeils have been hoaxers, using costumes and decoys 
to trick unsuspecting people into believing they’ve seen legendary creatures like Bigfoot and the 
Loch Ness Monster. It’s the family business—and Grayson McNeil doesn’t want to have anything 
to do with it. Though his dad, grandpa, and older brother, Curtis, might be proud of their history, 
Grayson hates that it prevents him from ever having a normal life. 
 
And then the McNeils land the Sea Monster Grand Slam. Four massive sea monster hoaxes at four 
locations around the world—and they have only one week to pull it all off. If they succeed, they’ll 

earn the biggest paycheck they’ve ever seen. If they fail, their rivals the Greer family will swoop in to finish the job and expose the 
McNeils as hoaxers, ruining their lives—and their family legacy. When things go disastrously wrong for Dad and Gramps, everything 
the McNeils have worked for is thrown into jeopardy. It’s up to Grayson and Curtis to save their family and its reputation—no matter 
what it costs! 
 
Rights to the author’s previous novel THE ARK PLAN have been sold in French (Michel Lafon) and Russian (Kariera Press).
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ORDINARY PEOPLE CHANGE THE WORLD SERIES 
I AM NEIL ARMSTRONG | I AM SONIA SOTOMAYOR 
I AM BILLIE JEAN KING
Brad Meltzer; illustrated by Christopher Eliopoulos
Dial Books (Penguin): September 2018; November 2018; February 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
From New York Times bestselling author Brad Meltzer comes a friendly, fun biography series 
focused on the traits that made our heroes great—the traits that kids can aspire to in order to 
live heroically themselves, with 17 heroes to choose from! 
 
Each book tells the story of one of history’s icons in a lively, conversational way that works well for 
the youngest nonfiction readers and that always includes the hero’s childhood influences. At the 
back are an excellent timeline and photos.  

I AM NEIL ARMSTRONG 
This volume tells the fascinating story of Neil Armstrong, the first person to walk on the moon! 
 
I AM SONIA SOTOMAYOR 
Sonia Sotomayor, the first Latina Supreme Court Justice, is the subject of the sixteenth picture book 
in the New York Times bestselling series of biographies about heroes. 
 
I AM BILLIE JEAN KING 
Featured on the PW Spring 2019 Sneak Previews, the seventeenth installment features on of the 
greatest tennis players of all time, Billie Jean King!
 
Rights to the ORDINARY PEOPLE CHANGE THE WORLD series have sold in Korean (Prooni Books), 
Simplified Chinese (Beijing Baby Cube), and Swedish (Vombat Forlag).

WHAT MAKES US 
Rafi Mittlefehldt
Candlewick: September 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
A beautifully told and heart-wrenching story of self-control over impulse, nurture over nature, and making the choice to 
change for the better.  
 
Anger can be self-medicating, Eran knows. A way to calm his nerves. Sometimes he just needs a taste of it, that’s all, enough to power 
him through.  But a wrong word, a rush of blood, an unthinking shove: Eran’s first protest goes disastrously, predictably wrong. The first 
domino in a chain that leads, unexpectedly, to a dark secret about his long-gone father—one Eran and his tidy Texas suburb learn at 
the same time. An overnight pariah, he watches his family history ripple outward across the state, then the country—as strain turns to 
tension, and then to violence. 
 
Isolated from everyone he’s ever known, Eran’s thoughts calcify into a singular, poisonous fear about his own struggle with rage, now 
reflected in his father’s crimes: He’s always been this way, after all. Will he—can he—choose to change? 
 
Rafi Mittlefehldt is the critically acclaimed author of IT LOOKS LIKE THIS, and volunteers for I’m From Driftwood, a non-profit  
organization that collects and posts LGBTQ stories from around the world.
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DRAGONWATCH SERIES 
DRAGONWATCH | WRATH OF THE DRAGON KING
Brandon Mull
Shadow Mountain / Aladdin (Simon & Schuster): March 2017; October 2018; 2019; 2020; 2021
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
In DRAGONWATCH, the New York Times bestselling sequel series to the FABLEHAVEN 
series, the dragons who have been kept at the dragon sanctuaries no longer consider them 
safe havens, but prisons, and they want their freedom. The dragons are no longer our allies...

A New York Times bestseller!
Praise for DRAGONWATCH: 

 
‘’Fans of Mull’s popular FABLEHAVEN books will be delighted with this rousing opener to a new sequel series, 
which builds upon familiar characters and plot points from the original fantasy series... The excitement of the 

adventure will sweep up existing fans and undoubtedly create new ones.’’ – Booklist 
 

“Fans of [FABLEHAVEN] will welcome a new story arc stocked with  
familiar characters, settings, and adventures.’’ – Kirkus 

 
“Brandon Mull has returned to the FABLEHAVEN world with all the magic, suspense, humor, 

and wonder of the first series. His fans are in for a huge treat. A fantastic read that will feel like coming  
home for fans of FABLEHAVEN.” – James Dashner, bestselling author of THE MAZERUNNER series. 

Rights to DRAGONWATCH have been sold in Polish (Foksal) and Turkish (Pegasus). 
 
Rights to FABLEHAVEN have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Rocco), Bulgarian (Colibri), Canadian 
French (Editions Ada), Catalan (Grup 62), Complex Chinese (Wisdom Distribution Service), Czech 
(Euromedia), Dutch (MYNX), Finnish (WSOY), French (Editions Nathan), German (Blanvalet), Hebrew 
(Opus Press), Hungarian (Konyvmolykepzo), Indonesian (Hikmah), Italian (Mondadori), Korean (Ull Books), 
Polish (Wydawnictwo W.A.B.), Portuguese (Gailivro), Russian (Centrepolygraph), Serbian (Leo Commerce), 
Simplified Chinese (Children’s Fun Publishing), Slovak (Fortuna Libri), Spanish (Roca), Swedish (Raben & 
Sjogren), Thai (ClassAct), Turkish (Pegasus), and Vietnamese (Le Chi Culture and Communcations Co.). 
 

NO PLACE FOR MONSTERS
Kory Merritt
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt: 2020
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Just sold at auction before the fair, this lavishly illustrated middle-grade novel is hilarious, strange, savage and utterly  
compulsive—perfect for fans of Coraline, Goosebumps and Stranger Things. 
 
Levi and Biff, two unlikely friends, are about to discover a very dark side to their neighborhood. Kids have been going missing—except 
no one even realizes it, because no one remembers. Until Levi and Biff remember, and suddenly only they can see why their  
friendship, their families, and everyone around them are in terrible danger when the night air rolls in. “There is no place for monsters in 
suburbia,” we learn in the prologue. But now Levi and Biff know better.  
 
Kory Merritt illustrated the Poptropica graphic novel series, and created The Dreadful Fate of Jonathan York. NO PLACE FOR 
MONSTERS is his middle-grade debut.
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INKLING
Kenneth Oppel; illustrated by Sydney Smith
Knopf (Random House): November 2018 
Writers House retained translation rights
 
From the acclaimed author of The Nest, The Boundless, and Airborn comes a brilliantly 
funny, breakout book about a boy who discovers an ink blot that’s come to life! Perfect for 
those who love Hoot and Frindle and sure to be a hit with kids everywhere! 
 
The Rylance family is stuck. Dad’s got writer’s block. Ethan promised to illustrate a group project at 
school—even though he can’t draw. Sarah’s still pining for a puppy. And they all miss Mom. So much 
more than they can say. 
 
Enter Inkling. Inkling begins life in Mr. Rylance’s sketchbook. But one night the ink of his drawings 
runs together--and then leaps off the page! This small burst of creativity is about to change  
everything. Ethan finds him first. Inkling has absorbed a couple chapters of his math book—not 
good—and the story he’s supposed to be illustrating for school —also not good. But Inkling’s also 
started drawing the pictures to go with the story—which is amazing! It’s just the help Ethan was 
looking for! Inkling helps the rest of the family too—for Sarah he’s a puppy. And for Dad he’s a spark 
of ideas for a new graphic novel. It’s exactly what they all want.  
 
It’s not until Inkling goes missing that this family has to face the larger questions of what they—and 
Inkling—truly need. Get ready. A little ink blot is about to become your new favorite character!

 
“This masterful novel is funny, sad, and profound all at once, with lively black-and-white illustrations by  
Sydney Smith. Kenneth Oppel has created many unusual protagonists during his stellar career, but his 

 inventiveness reaches a whole new level with Inkling, an inkblot that is fully and vividly alive.”  
–Quill and Quire, STARRED REVIEW 

 
“A sweet and funny story about an unusual friendship.” –Kirkus  

 
“A true-to-life family, some can’t-put-it-down excitement, a few deep questions, and more than  

a little bit of magic. This book is everything, and I loved every page.”  
–Rebecca Stead, Newbery Medalist for When You Reach Me 

 
“Inkling is so clever and intriguing that it deserves a bookshelf all to itself. Once you’re done reading, you’ll 

want to keep a very close eye on it.” –Carl Hiaasen, Newbery Honor Winner for Hoot

Rights to INKLING have been sold in French (Pocket Jeunesse), Italian (Rizzoli), and in the UK (Walker UK). 
 
Rights to Kenneth Oppel’s previous title, THE NEST, have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Record), 
Complex Chinese (Omnibook), Danish (Host & Rosinante), Galician (Sushi Books), German (Dressler), 
Italian (Rizzoli), Romanian (Editura Booklet), Simplified Chinese (Beijing Yuanliu), Spanish (Oceano), 
Swedish (BonnierCarlsen), Turkish (Dogan Egmont), and in the UK (David Fickling Books).
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ALL ARE WELCOME
Alexandra Penfold
Random House: July 2018
Writers House retained translation, UK, and audio rights

 
A New York Times Bestseller!

A warm, welcoming picture book that celebrates diversity and gives  
encouragement and support to all kids. 
 
Follow a group of children through a day in their school, where everyone is welcomed with open

“This is a must-read for pre-school and elementary classrooms  
everywhere. An important book that celebrates diversity and  

inclusion in a beautiful, age-appropriate way.” –Trudy Ludwig, 
author of The Invisible Boy and Quiet Please, Own McPhee! 

arms. A school where kids in patkas, hijabs, and yarmulkes play side-by-side with friends in baseball caps. A school where students 
grow and learn from each other’s traditions and the whole community gathers to celebrate the Lunar New Year.  
 
ALL ARE WELCOME lets young children know that no matter what, they have a place, they have a space, they are welcome in their 
school.

“Penfold and Kaufman have  
outdone themselves in  

delivering a vital message in  
today’s political climate.” 

–Kirkus, STARRED REVIEW

“A lively, timely picture book.”–Booklist

“A great read-aloud selection to start 
the year and revisit time and again.”  

–School Library Journal

Rights to ALL ARE WELCOME have sold in French Canadian (Scholastic), Italian (il Castoro), Japanese (Suzuki), and in the UK (Bloomsbury 
UK).

TIMMY FAILURE SERIES  
MISTAKES WERE MADE 
NOW LOOK WHAT YOU’VE DONE 
WE MEET AGAIN 
SANTIZED FOR YOUR PROTECTION 
THE BOOK YOU’RE NOT SUPPOSED TO HAVE 
THE CAT STOLE MY PANTS 
IT’S THE END WHEN I SAY IT’S THE END
Stephan Pastis
Candlewick: February 2013; February 2014; October 2014; October 2015;  
September 2016; April 2017; September 2018
Writers House retained UK, translation, and audio rights
 
The New York Times Bestselling series about a fearless 11-year-old detective and his  
business partner, a lazy polar bear named Total! 
 
 
Rights have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Rocco), Bulgarian (Ciela), Complex Chinese (TTV), 
Croatian (Profil), Czech (Jota), Danish (Alvilda), Dutch (De Fontein), Estonian (Tanapaev), Finnish 
(Sanoma), French (Hachette), German (Oetinger), Greek (Patakis), Hebrew (Kinneret), Hungarian (Cicero), 
Icelandic (Edda), Indonesian (PT Gradien), Italian (Sperling & Kupfer), Korean (Sigongsa), Latvian 
(Zvaigzne ABC), Lithuanian (Alma Littera), Norwegian (Gyldendal), Polish (Znak), Portuguese (20/20), 
Romanian (Studio Art), Serbian (Publik Praktikum), Simplified Chinese (Tianjin Maitian), Spanish (RBA 
Libros), Swedish (Semic), Thai (Amarin), Turkish (Dogan Egmont), the UK (Walker Books), and Vietnamese 
(Tre Publishing).
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YOU ARE ENOUGH
Jen Petro-Roy
Feiwel & Friends (Macmillan): February 2019
Writers House retained translation, UK, and audio rights
 
A perfect nonfiction companion piece to Good Enough. 
 
This self-help book for young readers delivers real talk about eating disorders and body image, tools 
and information for recovery, and suggestions for dealing with the media messages that contribute 
so much to disordered eating. While guides like this exist for a YA audience, this warm, personal, 
carefully-researched handbook is the first of its kind aimed at the middle grade audience, when 
these questions and body-based negative thinking begin to take root.
 
Jen Petro-Roy is the critically acclaimed author of P.S. I Miss You. She was first diagnosed with an 
eating disorder as a teenager, and has poured her own experiences of recovery, and the lessons 
she learned along the way, into this heart-rending and hopeful story.  
 
 
Rights to P.S. I MISS YOU sold in French (Pocket Jeunesse).

GOOD ENOUGH
Jen Petro-Roy
Feiwel & Friends (Macmillan): Feburary 2019
Writers House retained translation, UK, and audio rights
 
Told in journal entries and written for a middle-grade audience, this is a deeply heartfelt,  
unflinching and realistic depiction of inpatient eating disorder treatment, and a moving story 
about a girl who has to fight herself to survive. 
 
Before she had an eating disorder, twelve-year-old Riley was an aspiring artist, a runner, a sister, 
and a friend. But under the influence of her anorexia, Riley alienated her friends, abandoned her art, 
turned running into something harmful, destroyed her family’s trust—and wound up in an inpatient 
treatment center for kids with eating disorders. 
 
Riley knows that if she wants her life back, she has to recover. But when her hospital roommate 
starts to break the rules, triggering Riley’s old behaviors and blackmailing her into silence, Riley  
realizes that recovery will be harder than she thought. And even if she does “recover,” will she 
be able to stay recovered once she leaves the hospital and has to deal with her dieting mom, the 
school bully, and her gymnastics-star sister?

 
“Every library needs GOOD ENOUGH on its shelves. Lyrical, funny, honest and brave, this is a book that will 

save lives.” – Katherine Applegate, Newbery medal-winning author of The One and Only Ivan
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KNIGHTS VS. DINOSAURS | KNIGHTS VS. MONSTERS 
KNIGHTS VS. THE END
Matt Phelan
Greenwillow Books (HarperCollins): October 2018; May 2019; 2020
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
From New York Times bestselling author and artist Matt Phelan comes a highly illustrated, 
fast-paced adventure full of uproarious knightly hijinks, surprising secrets, and  
terrifying creatures. With art on nearly every page, this rip-roaring adventure is Monty Python 
for young middle school readers. 
 
Let me tell you a secret about the Knights of the Round Table: they don’t have much to do. The 
realm is at peace and dragons are few and far between. So Merlin decides to send the knights out 
on a real adventure to a world filled with dinosaurs, monsters, and danger galore! Rollicking and  
hilarious, these tales of derring-do ask the poignant question: what does it mean to be a Legend? 

“All the glorious mashing and bashing leads to awesome feats aplenty...  
Epic—in plot, not length—and as wise and wonderful as Gerald Morris’ Arthurian exploits.”  

– Kirkus, STARRED REVIEW

“This rollicking story is suspenseful and silly… 
an excellent choice for all readers.”  

– School Library Journal, STARRED REVIEW

PROJECT NEMESIS SERIES  
NEMESIS | GENESIS | CHRYSALIS
Brendan Reichs
Putnam (Penguin): March 2017; March 2018; March 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Orphan Black meets Lord of the Flies in the stunning finale of this riveting thriller from the 
co-author of the Virals series. 

Rights to NEMESIS have been sold in Hungarian (Maxim), Russian (AST), Turkish (Pegasus), and in the UK (Pan Macmillan).

“An exciting sequel that will delight young science fiction readers with its video-game-esque story line.” – School Library Journal review of GENESIS 
 

“Hooked readers will be tapping their fingers waiting for the sequel.” – Kirkus Reviews, STARRED REVIEW of NEMESIS 
 

“There are many overworked adjectives for action books: page-turner, fast-paced, intense. For this book, multiply all of them.”  
– Booklist, STARRED REVIEW of NEMESIS

“If there’s such a thing as catnip for kids, Phelan’s produced it… openly anachronistic  
and absurdly entertaining… Gender stereotypes and egos are challenged along  
with dinosaurs, giving readers a spectacular book that’s victorious on all fronts.”  

– Booklist, STARRED REVIEW

“Plot twists reveal the heroes’ true identifiers,  
adding depth to this hilarious slapstick romp.”  

– Publishers Weekly, STARRED REVIEW

Noah Livingston knows he is destined to survive. Min Wilder knows that survival alone isn’t enough. The 64 members of Fire Lake’s 
sophomore class are trapped in a place where morals have no meaning, and zero rules apply. 
 
Having managed to survive the first two phases of the Program—and each other—they alone have emerged into the dawn of a new 
era on Earth, into a Fire Lake valley that’s full of otherworldly dangers and challenges. Although staying alive in this broken world 
should force Min, Noah, Tack, and the others to form new alliances, old feuds die hard, and the brutality of the earlier Program phases 
cannot be forgotten. But being a team isn’t easy for the sophomores, and when they discover that they may not be alone on the planet 
after all, they’ll have to decide if they’re going to work together . . . or die together.
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GIVE THE DARK MY LOVE
Beth Revis
Razorbill (Penguin): September 2018
Writers House retained translation rights
 
A young alchemist turns to dark magic when a deadly plague sweeps through her homeland 
in this epic fantasy from New York Times bestselling author Beth Revis. 
 
Seventeen-year-old Nedra Brysstain has only one goal in mind: master the trade of medicinal 
alchemy. A scholarship student matriculating with the children of Lunar Island’s wealthiest and most 
powerful families, Nedra doesn’t quite fit in with the other kids at Yugen – that is until she meets 
Grey Astor.
When a deadly plague begins making its way towards the cities, the lives of all Lunar Island’s  
citizens—and Nedra’s family – are on the line. As the sickness spreads and the body count rises, 
Nedra and Grey become determined to find a cure. Soon, a desperate Nedra finds herself diving 
into alchemy’s most dangerous corners--and when she turns to the most forbidden practice of all, 
necromancy, even Grey might not be able to pull her from the darkness. 

“[A] complex and atmospheric mix of fantasy, family secrets, and political intrigue.” – Kirkus

 
Rights have been sold in Spain (Red Apple Ediciones).

NEW MISS PEREGRINE TRILOGY 
A MAP OF DAYS
Ransom Riggs
Dutton (Penguin): October 2018; 2019; 2020
Writers House retained translation rights

 
The MISS PEREGRINE trilogy has sold over 5 million copies worldwide and has been on the  

New York Times bestseller list for over 200 weeks. Now, Ransom Riggs is revealing the  
never-before-seen world of peculiar America in a thrilling new story arc and full-color images! 
 
Rights to the NEW MISS PEREGRINE TRILOGY have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Intrinseca), 
Bulgarian (Bard), Dutch (Clavis), French (Bayard), German (Droemer), Hungarian (Kossuth), Korean 
(Hyundae Munhak), Italian (Rizzoli), Lithuanian (Alma Littera), Polish (Media Rodzina), Romanian (Editura 
ART), Russian (AST), Simplified Chinese (Huaxia Winshare), Serbian (Orfelin), Spanish (PRH) and 
Swedish (Raben & Sjorgen). 
 
Rights to the FIRST MISS PEREGRINE TRILOGY (via Quirk Books) have been sold in Albanian (Botime 
Pegi), Brazilian Portuguese (Intrinseca),  Bulgarian (Bard), Complex Chinese (Global Group), Croatian 
(Lumen), Czech (JOTA), Danish (Gyldendal), Dutch (Clavis), Estonian (Tiritamm), Finnish (SETS), French 
(Bayard), Georgian (Books in Batumi ), German (Droemer Knaur), Hebrew (Keter), Hungarian (Kossuth), 
Indonesian (Gramedia), Italian (Rizzoli), Japanese (Ushio ), Korean (HyundaeMunhak), Latvian (Zvaigzne 
ABC), Lithuanian (Alma Littera), Macedonian (Toper), Mongolian (Bolor Sudar), Norwegian (Schibsted/
Vigmostad & Bjorke), Persian (Parian), Polish (Media Rodzina), Portuguese (Bertrand), Romanian (ART 
Editura), Russian (FLC/Hemiro), Serbian (Orfelin), Simplified Chinese (Huaxia Winshare), Slovak (Albatros 
SK.), Slovenian (Sanje), Spanish (Planeta), Swedish (Rabén & Sjögren), Thai (Amarin), Turkish (Ithaki), 
Ukranian (FLC/Hemiro), and Vietnamese (Nha Nam).



Writers House Frankfurt 2018 Cameron Rosenblum

page 36

THE STEPPING OFF PLACE
Cameron Rosenblum
HarperCollins: Summer 2020
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Sold in a heated auction, this debut novel marks Cameron Rosenblum as a major new talent in YA literature. A literary blend 
of We Were Liars and 13 Reasons Why, THE STEPPING OFF PLACE is a moving, nuanced and honest depiction of grief, and 
opens the window on a friendship for the ages. 
 
Every girl loves her best friend, but Hattie is more like Reid’s social oxygen. Hattie’s the badass, Reid’s the wingman; that’s how it’s 
meant to be. But when Hattie drowns off the coast Maine while summering with her family two weeks before the start of senior year, 
Reid must confront the devastating loss and her own identity crisis, all while hearing and seeing Hattie everywhere.  
 
The police declare that Hattie died by suicide, but it just doesn’t make sense. Hattie was one of the most enigmatic and joyful people 
Reid has ever known. Something just doesn’t feel right, so Reid immediately begins to question the circumstances surrounding Hattie’s 
death. Little does she know she will soon unravel painful secrets about the person she thought she knew better than herself. This truth 
will force Reid to reexamine everything she knows about alphas and betas, truth and lies, and what it means to step into yourself. 
 
Cameron Rosenblum works as a children’s librarian in Cape Elizabeth, Maine. Active in SCBWI, Cameron has founded writing  
retreats in Maine and New Hampshire and co-directed the celebrated Whispering Pines Retreat in Rhode Island. Cameron has also 
served as a judge for the CYBILs award for middle grade fiction and guest blogged on nerdybookclub.com. Most recently she joined 
the board of Portland’s Illustration Institute, where she is helping develop the Maine Children’s Book Arts residency program.
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Rachel Renée Russell
Aladdin (Simon & Schuster)
Writers House retained translation, UK, and audio rights
 
With over 21 MILLION copies in print worldwide, bestselling DORK DIARIES continues to 
shine! 
 
Rights have been sold in Albanian (Shtepia Botuese BOTART), Arabic (Jarir), Azerbaijani (Qanun), 
Brazilian Portuguese (Verus), Bulgarian (Studio Art Line), Catalan (Columna / Grup 62), Complex Chinese 
(Omnibook), Croatian (Algoritam), Czech (Mlada Fronta), Danish (Turbulenz), Dutch (De Fontein), Estonian 
(Sinisuuk), French (Milan), German (Egmont), Greek (Psichogios), Hebrew (Sefer Lakol), Hungarian 
(Konyvmolykepzo), Icelandic (Tindur), Indonesian (Lentera Hati), Italian (Il Castoro), Japanese (Alphapolis), 
Korean (Miraejisig), Latvian (Zvaigzne ABC), Lithuanian (Alma Littera), Macedonian (Toper), Norwegian 
(Kagge), Polish (Akapit), Portuguese (Gailivro), Romanian (Editura Art), Russian (Exmo), Serbian (Dereta), 
Simplified Chinese (Beijing Baby-Cube), Slovenian (Desk), Spanish (RBA Libros), Swedish (Modernista), 
Turkish (Dogan Egmont), the UK (Simon & Schuster UK), Ukrainian (Ranok), and Vietnamese (Innovative 
Publishing).

THE MISADVENTURES OF MAX CRUMBLY SERIES 
LOCKER HERO | MIDDLE SCHOOL MAYHEM
Rachel Renée Russell 
Aladdin (Simon & Schuster): June 2016; June 2017; Book #3 TBA
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
A brand-new series from #1 bestselling author Rachel Renée Russell! Introducing Max 
Crumbly! 
 
Rights to THE MISADVENTURES OF MAX CRUMBLY series have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese 
(Verus), Bulgarian (Studio Art Line), Catalan (Grup 62), Czech (Mlada Fronta), French (Milan), German 
(Schneiderbuch), Greek (Psichogios), Hebrew (Sefer Lakol), Hungarian (Konyvmolykepzo Kiado), Italian (Il 
Castoro), Korean (Miraesijig), Lithuanian (Alma Littera), Norwegian (Kagge), Polish (Akapit), Portuguese 
(Gailivro), Romanian (ART), Spanish (Planeta), Swedish (Modernista), Turkish (Dogan Egmont), and in the 
UK (S&S).

THE DORK DIARIES SERIES 
#1: Tales from a Not-So-Fabulous Life 
#2: Tales from a Not-So-Popular Party Girl 
#3: Tales from a Not-So-Talented Pop Star 
#3 ½: Dork Your Diary 
#4: Tales from a Not-So-Graceful Ice Princess 
#5: Tales from a Not-So-Smart Miss Know-It-All 
#6: Tales from a Not-So-Happy Heartbreaker 

#6 ½: OMG! All About Me Diary! 

 
#7: Tales from a Not-So-Glam TV Star 
#8: Tales from a Fractured Fairytale 
#9: Tales From a Not-So-Dorky Drama Queen  

#10: Tales From a Not-So-Perfect-Pet-Sitter  
#11 Tales From a Not-So-Friendly Frenemy  
#12 Tales From a Not-So-Secret Crush Catastrophe 
#13 Tales From a Not-So-Happy Birthday (Oct. 2018) 
#14 (Oct. 2019)
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AN EPIC SERIES OF FAILURES  
THE LEGEND OF GREG | THE CURSE OF GREG
Chris Rylander
Putnam (Penguin): June 2018; 2019; 2020
Writers House retained translation and UK rights; film rights with Temple Hill
 
A boy discovers his destiny could totally stink in this riotously funny, first book of a new 
trilogy—perfect for fans of Rick Riordan and Dav Pilkey. 
 
Risk-averse Greg Belmont is content with being ordinary. He’s got a friend--that’s right, just one--at 
his fancy prep school, and a pretty cool dad (even if he is obsessed with organic soaps that smell 
like a mix of salted pork and Icelandic bog). The problem is, Greg isn’t ordinary . . . he’s actually an 
honest-to-goodness, fantastical Dwarf!  
 
He discovers the truth the day his dad brings home a gross new tea--one that awakens bizarre 
abilities in Greg. Then a murderous Bro-Troll kidnaps his dad and Greg is whisked away to the 
Underground, where Dwarves have lived for centuries right beneath the streets of Chicago. With

Rights have been sold in Finnish (Art Books), German (Carlsen Verlag), Italian (Mondadori) and Spanish (Roca Editorial).

the help of some awesome new friends and a talking ax, Greg learns all about the history of the Dwarves, which has been marked with 
tales of epic failure since the dawn of time. However, the return of the magic they once wielded means big changes are afoot, escalat-
ing tensions with the Dwarves’ sworn enemy: the Elves. 
 
Brimming with humor and action, Chris Rylander’s THE LEGEND OF GREG turns dwarf lore on its head, delivering an adventure 
readers won’t be able to resist.

“A potent blend of magic, adventure, and 
humor.” –Kirkus Reviews  

 
“Humorous, heartfelt . . . Rylander conjures up 
an engaging world, filled with hidden magical 

beings and a rich history.” –Publishers Weekly 

“Immediately engaging. . . . Silly enough to  
lure upper elementary audiences while still  
sufficiently sophisticated for older readers,  

this satisfying series debut from a popular author 
should attract plenty of attention.”  

–School Library Connection 

“Delightful . . . funny and absorbing.”  
–Chicago Tribune 

 
“The Legend of Greg is an entertaining and 
comical middle grade fantasy, sure to keep 

readers laughing as they cheer Greg along.” 
 –Shelf Awareness

SEARCHING FOR LOTTIE
Susan Ross
Holiday House: February 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
A highly personal work of historical fiction is closely inspired by the author’s own family 
members, whose lives were lost in the Holocaust. 
 
Lottie, a talented violinist, disappears during the Holocaust. Can her grand-niece, Charlie, discover 
what happened? A long-lost cousin, a mysterious locket, a visit to Nana Rose in Florida, a diary 
written in German, and a very special violin all lead twelve-year-old Charlie to the truth about her 
great-aunt Lottie in this intriguing, intergenerational mystery. 12-year-old middle schooler Charlie, 
a budding violinist, decides to research the life of her great-aunt and namesake for a school an-
cestry project. Everyone in Charlie’s family believes Great-Aunt Charlotte (Lottie), a violin prodigy, 
died at the hands of the Nazis, but the more Charlie uncovers about her long-lost relative, the more 
muddied Great-Aunt Lottie’s story becomes. Could it be that Lottie somehow survived the war by 
hiding in Hungary? Could she even still be alive today? 
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BLACKTHORN KEY SERIES  
THE BLACKTHORN KEY | MARK OF THE PLAGUE 
THE ASSASSIN’S CURSE | CALL OF THE WRAITH 
Kevin Sands
Aladdin (Simon & Schuster): September 2015; September 2016; September 2017; September 2018
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Wherever Christopher Rowe goes, adventure—and murder—follows. Even a chance to meet 
King Charles ends in a brush with an assassin. 
 
In CALL OF THE WRAITH, Christopher has to crack his most challenging code yet: his own iden-
tity. After a shipwreck, he wakes up alone, his memories gone. Villagers tell him he was possessed 
by an unseen evil, and only became conscious after being visited by the local witch. As Christopher 
tries to get his bearings, he realizes dark events have been happening in this corner of Britain. As 
motives and secrets are revealed, Christopher finds himself in a desperate race to reclaim his  
memories and discover the village’s missing children before it’s too late…

Rights to the THE BLACKTHORN KEY have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Leya), Bulgarian (Egmont), Catalan (Grup 62), Croatian (Eph 
Media), Czech (Albatros), Dutch (Gottmer), French (Bayard), German (dtv), Hebrew (Kinneret), Italian (Rizzoli), Polish (Foksal), Portuguese 
(Dom Quizote/Leya), Romanian (Trei), Spanish (Oceano), Turkish (Dogan Egmont), and the UK (Penguin UK).

“Sands adeptly balances 
the novel’s darker turns with 

moments of levity and humor, 
and fills the book with nicely  

detailed characters and  
historical background—plus  

lots of explosions.”  
–Publishers Weekly,  
STARRED REVIEW

“This is an excellent story  
for readers who enjoy  

puzzles, action, and fantasy.”  
–School Library Journal, 

STARRED REVIEW

“A spectacular debut.”  
–Kirkus Reviews, STARRED REVIEW 

 
 

“This is the kind of story that cuts 
across genres to appeal to a wide 

range of children.” –Booklist, 
STARRED REVIEW

PAYBACK ON POPLAR LANE 
PRESIDENT OF POPLAR LANE
Margaret Ross
Viking (Penguin): January 2018; February 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
ABC’s Shark Tank meets The Terrible Two when a pair of ambitious sixth graders compete to 
become top mogul on their block. Uproariously funny and full of schemes, sabotage and  
political gaffes, this pitch-perfect comedy is destined to become a middle-grade classic.  

Praise for POPLAR LANE: 
 

“This is the funniest book I’ve read in years.” – Chris Grabenstein,  
#1 New York Times bestselling author of the Mr. Lemoncello series 

 
“A comical yet compassionate story of two determined, quirky characters who misstep big time on the ladder 

to success.” – Lee Wardlaw, author of bestseller 101 Ways to Bug Your Parents 
 

“Charming and brilliant.” –The Reading Nook

“Readers who enjoy realistic fiction and friendship stories will snatch this title off the shelf.”  
–School Library Connection 
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ASTRONUTS #1 – #3
John Scieszka; Illustrated by Steven Weinberg
Chronicle Books: Fall 2019; #2 – #3 TBA
Writers House retained translation rights
 
An irreverently clever, scientifically fun, and unabashedly imaginative new chapter book 
series from bestselling author John Scieszka and critically acclaimed illustrator Steven 
Weinberg! 
 
It’s happening—the end of the world is upon us. It’s time to look elsewhere to find a new home. Time 
to call the AstroNuts! Four mutant animals—LaserShark, AstroWolf, SmartHawk, and StinkBug—
have been created by NNASA (Not-NASA) to explore other planets. The criteria: 1. Must be unoc-
cupied. 2. Must support human life. When the Nuts reach their first destination, The Plant Planet, it 
looks perfect. It’s lush with plant life, full of natural food, and seemingly uninhabited. But what if that 
plant life can think for itself? And what if it thinks it doesn’t like our Nuts? 
 
Rambunctious, action-packed and told with an exuberant illustrative format tailormade to feel like 
a secret file for kids’ eyes only, this is classic Jon Scieszka with a STEM-friendly twist—perfect for 
fans of Andy Griffith’s Treehouse series and Dav Pilkey’s Dog Man.
 

THE ART OF BREAKING THINGS
Laura Sibson
Viking (Penguin): June 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Sold in a heated 2-book auction, this is an important #ownvoices story for the girls and women who can’t just say “Me Too”—
even when they need to—and must trailblaze their own route to truth.  
 
Skye Anderson sees the world through her charcoal and pastels. If she drew her town, it’d be all blackened smudges, with a ray of light 
breaking through in the distance—she’s up for a scholarship at her dream art school.  Maybe she parties a little too much, but isn’t that 
what senior year is for? Besides, she has it under control. She has to, for her little sister Emma’s sake. 
 
Skye’s feelings for Ben, her best guy friend (and supplier of excellent weed) are morphing into an intense attraction, but she has no 
intention of trashing her most reliable friendship for some doomed couplehood. If she can stay strong through the next few months and 
convince herself that Emma will be okay without her, she’ll be out of this crappy town and off to art school. 
 
But when Mom’s ex shows up claiming he has stopped drinking for good and Mom believes him, Skye’s control starts to break down. 
She ditches appointments, bails on promises, sleeps with Ben’s friends, and neglects her art. All the boys and weed in the world won’t 
hide the fact that Skye needs to face what happened those many years ago—and make sure it doesn’t happen to her little sister, too. 
 
Laura Sibson holds a Masters in Education, with a focus on young adult counseling, from the University of Pennsylvania, and an MFA 
from Vermont College of Fine Arts. This is her debut novel.
 
Rights have been sold in Hungarian (Maxim).
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CIRCLE OF SHADOWS
Evelyn Skye
Balzer + Bray (HarperCollins): January 2019; 2020
Writers House retained translation rights
 
A heart-stopping, gorgeously cinematic, thrilling new YA fantasy series full of magic and be-
trayal—from the New York Times bestselling author of the The Crown’s Game series!  
 
Sora can move as silently as a ghost and hurl throwing stars with lethal accuracy. Her gemina, 
Daemon, can win any physical fight blindfolded and with an arm tied around his back. They are  
apprentice warriors of the Society of Taigas—marked by the gods to be trained in magic and the  
fighting arts to protect the kingdom of Kichona. 
 
As their graduation approaches, Sora and Daemon look forward to proving themselves worthy of  
belonging in the elite group—but in a kingdom free of violence since the Blood Rift Rebellion many 
years ago, it’s been difficult to make their mark. So when Sora and Daemon encounter a strange 
camp of mysterious soldiers while on a standard scouting mission, they decide the only thing to do to 
help their kingdom is to infiltrate the group. Taking this risk will change Sora’s life forever—and lead 
her on a mission of deception that may fool everyone she’s ever loved.

 
 “Heart-stopping action and breath-stealing twists kept me up late into the night, but the  

fierce camaraderie between the characters is what cemented my love for CIRCLE OF SHADOWS.  
Work hard, mischief harder—and read this book as soon as you can!”  

– Sara Raasch, New York Times bestselling author of the Snow Like Ashes series and These Rebel Waves 
 

“Epic in scale, immersive and imaginative, Circle of Shadows will reel you in and refuse to let you go. Evelyn 
Skye weaves extraordinary worlds, with a magic any taiga would envy–I never wanted to leave Kichona.”  

– Amie Kaufman, New York Times bestselling co-author of the ILLUMINAE series

“Dark. Thrilling. Intoxicating.” – Kerri Maniscalco, #1 New York Times bestselling author

 
Rights to THE CROWN’S GAME have been sold in Danish (Nyt Nordisk Forlag), German (Beltz), Greek (Mati), 
Latin American Spanish (Nocturna), Polish (Jaguar), Romanian (Corint), Spanish (Nocturna), and Turkish 
(Pegasus).

INK IN THE BLOOD
Kim Smejkal
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt: Fall 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
A dark, intense, atmospheric new YA fantasy debut that imaginatively weaves layers of religion and faith, tattoo magic,  
artist-anarchists, and eccentric theater. 
 
Celia Sand was taken in by the temple of Profeta at the age of five. She was raised to be an acolyte in the faith that rules the people 
of Illinia with an iron fist. But Celia knows the whole religion is built on lies: the Divine, and her evil counterpart Diavala, don’t exist and 
the Profeta temple is actually a brutal, torturous home for the children indoctrinated into its service. So, when Celia and her best friend 
Anya are given the chance to escape by joining a traveling acting troupe, they take it. 
 
Everything seems to be going well. . . until Celia realizes she got it all wrong. The Divine is very real and very angry. With the power to 
possess whomever she chooses, the Divine influences humans like puppets on a stage and now she has her sights set on Celia. To 
protect her new family, Celia will do whatever it takes to defeat the all-powerful Divine as she threatens to destroy everything and ev-
eryone Celia loves.
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SLEIGHT | SCHEME
Jennifer Sommersby
Skyhorse: April 2018; 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
This high-flying adventure blends teenage drama and budding romance with ancient lore, 
dangerous magic, and a bewitching atmosphere that will leave you breathless. 
 
Growing up in the Cinzio Traveling Players circus, Genevieve Flannery is accustomed to a life 
most teenagers could never imagine: daily workouts of extravagant acrobatics; an extended family 
of clowns; wild animals for pets; and her mother Delia, whose mind has always been tortured by 
visions. In a world of performers who mystify and amaze on a daily basis, even Delia’s ghostly 
visions never seemed all that strange… until the evening Geni and her mother are performing an 
aerial routine they’ve done hundreds of times, and Delia falls to her death.  That night, a dark curtain 
in Geni’s life opens. Everything has changed…

 
“Jennifer Sommersby’s SLEIGHT makes magic from an enthralling premise, wonderfully-drawn characters, 

and beautiful words. It’s hard to avoid descriptors like entrancing, spell-binding and mystical.”  
– Michael Grant, New York Times bestselling author of the Gone series

“Fantasy readers will fall in love with SLEIGHT. Like a circus, it’s an intoxicating mix of beauty, humor, magic, 
and danger that means the reader can’t bear to look away until the final page.”  

– Eileen Cook, author of With Malice

“Startlingly imaginative and vividly realized.” – Ira Bloom, author of Hearts & Other Body Parts

 
Rights to SLEIGHT have been sold in Polish (Proszynski).

TO NIGHT OWL FROM DOGFISH
Holly Goldberg Sloan & Meg Wolitzer
Dial Books (Penguin): February 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights

 
Soon to be adapted for film!

From two extraordinary authors comes a moving, exuberant, laugh-out-loud novel about 
friendship and family, told entirely in emails and letters. 
 
Avery Bloom, who’s bookish, intense, and afraid of many things, particularly deep water, lives in New 
York City. Bett Devlin, who’s fearless, outgoing, and loves all animals as well as the ocean, lives in 
California. What they have in common is that they are both twelve years old, and are both being 
raised by single, gay dads. When their dads fall in love, Bett and Avery are sent, against their will, to 
the same sleepaway camp. Their dads hope that they will find common ground and become friends—
and possibly, one day, even sisters.  

But things soon go off the rails for the girls (and for their dads too), and they find themselves on a summer adventure that neither of 
them could have predicted. Now that they can’t imagine life without each other, will the two girls (who sometimes call themselves Night 
Owl and Dogfish) figure out a way to be a family?
 
Rights have been sold in Australia (Hardie Grant Egmont), German (Hanser), Hebrew (Kinnert), Italian (Mondadori), Japanese (Shogakukan) and 
in the UK (Egmont). 
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THE OPPOSITE OF INNOCENT
Sonya Sones
HarperTeen (HarperCollins): September 2018
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Poignant and chilling by turns, THE OPPOSITE OF INNOCENT is award-winning author 
Sonya Sones’s most gripping novel in verse yet. In this powerful tale of a terrifying leap into 
young adulthood, readers will accompany Lily on her harrowing journey from hopelessness 
to hope.  
 
Luke has been away for two endless years, but he’s finally returning today. Lily was only twelve 
when he left. But now, at fourteen, she feels transformed. She can’t wait to see how Luke will react 
when he sees the new her. And when her mother tells her that Luke will be staying with them for a 
while, in the bedroom right next to hers, her heart nearly stops.  
 
Having Luke back is better than Lily could have ever dreamed. His lingering looks set Lily on fire. 
Is she just imagining them? But then, when they’re alone, he kisses her. Then he kisses her again. 
Lily’s friends think anyone his age who wants to be with a fourteen-year-old must be really messed 
up. Maybe even dangerous. But Luke would never do anything to hurt her...would he? 

“A wonderful novel, and an important #MeToo conversation starter.”  
– Gayle Forman, author of If I Stay and I Have Lost My Way 

 
“Sones is a seasoned hand at the verse novel, varying her poetic forms and measuring pace and impact 

through line breaks as she develops a realistic picture of a young teen’s thought patterns.” 
 – Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books

LIZZIE FLYING SOLO
Nanci Turner Steveson
HarperCollins: April 2019
Writers House retained translation and audio rights
 
Told with true warmth and compassion, this heartwarming new middle grade novel is perfect 
for fans of Sharon Creech and E. B White. 
 
Lizzie St. Clair wants to be invisible.  After her father was arrested for a white-collar crime, Lizzie 
and her mom were forced out of their home and into a transitional housing shelter.  Now Lizzie is 
determined to hid the shameful secret about her dad and get through her days at her new school 
unnoticed. But when Lizzie finds herself at the nearby Birchwood Stables, some new friends—along 
with the arrival of a frightened pony named Fire—help Lizzie to open up and accept help from those 
around her—even if it means she’ll have more to lose if things change again. 
 
Nanci Turner Steveson is the acclaimed author of SWING SIDEWAYS and GEORGIA RULES, and 
the founder of Literacy for Hope, a project dedicated to getting books into the hands of homeless 
people. In this new offering, she opens the window on a sorely misunderstood social situation that 
affects millions of school-age children every year. 
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SCARS LIKE WINGS
Erin Stewart
Delacorte (Penguin Random House): October 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Sold in a major pre-empt, Erin Stewart’s phenomenal debut (previously titled BEAUTY FOR ASHES) is relatable,  
heartbreaking, and real. This is a story of resilience, the perfect read for anyone who has ever felt even slightly  
uncomfortable in his or her skin—or in viewing someone else’s. 
 
16-year-old Ava is heading back to school one year after a house fire left her severely disfigured. Ava’s used to the names: Freddy 
Krueger. Melted Face. Zombie. But when she meets a fellow survivor named Piper at therapy, Ava begins to feel like she’s not facing 
the nightmare alone. But Piper is fighting her own battle, and Ava must decide if the new normal she’s chasing has more to do with the 
girl in the mirror--or the people by her side. 
 
Calling on her background in journalism, debut novelist Erin Stewart researches and writes fiction that feels a lot like real life. A heart 
failure survivor and adoptive mother, she believes life throws plot twists and people in our path for a reason--always.  
 
 
Rights have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Intrinseca), Danish (Alvilda), Dutch (Gottmer), French (Gallimard), German (Heyne), Hebrew 
(Keter), Hungarian (Maxim), Italian (Garzanti), Norwegian (Kagge), Polish (Debit), Romanian (Cornit), Russian (AST), Spanish (Penguin 
Random House), Turkish (Pegasus) and in the UK (S&S). 

CILLA LEE-JENKINS SERIES 
FUTURE AUTHOR EXTRAORDINAIRE 
THIS BOOK IS A CLASSIC | THE EPIC STORY  
Susan Tan
Roaring Brook: March 2017; March 2018; March 2019
Writers House retained translation, UK, and audio rights
 
Cilla Lee-Jenkins will bulldoze her way into your heart in this winning middle grade novel 
about family, friendship, and finding your voice. 
 
Priscilla “Cilla” Lee-Jenkins an aspiring writer destined for literary greatness. In her (future) bestsell-
ing memoirs, Cilla answers questions like: how did she deal with being bald until the age of five? 
How did she learn to be the perfect flower girl, and to share her best friend? How do family tradi-
tions with Grandma and Grandpa Jenkins differ from those with her Chinese grandparents, Nai Nai 
and Ye Ye? Each irresistible installment weaves experiences as a Chinese American with universal 
stories about making friends, getting along with family, and overcoming fears—and of course, with 
plenty of Romance, Adventure, and Drama along the way!

“Cilla’s empathy, candor, and skill at turning a phrase 
indicates that her claim to be a future author  

extraordinaire is completely justified . . . Anyone who 
spends time with Cilla Lee-Jenkins will look forward  

to reading her in the future.”  
–Booklist, STARRED REVIEW “Heartwarming and poignant! Meeting Cilla felt like 

making a new best friend. I can’t wait to share the 
book with my own daughter.” –Grace Lin

“[Cilla Lee-Jenkins] is 50% Chinese, 50% Caucasian 
and I think 100% wonderful... Young readers will want 

to reach into the pages and hug her!”  
–Rachel Renée Russell

Rights have been sold in German (cbt). 
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WINGS OF FIRE SERIES 
#1: The Dragonet Prophecy (July 2012) 
#2: The Lost Heir (January 2013) 
#3: The Hidden Kingdom (May 2013) 
#4: The Dark Secret (October 2013) 
#5: The Brightest Night (March 2014) 
#6: Moon Rising (December 2014) 
#7: Winter Turning (June 2015) 
#8: Escaping Peril (December 2015) 
#9: Talons of Power (December 2016) 
#10: Darkness of Dragons (July 2017) 
#11: The Lost Continent (June 2018) 
#12: The Hive Queen (December 2018) 
#13: (2020) 
#14: (2021) 

#15: (2022)

Tui T. Sutherland
Scholastic
Writers House retained translation rights

 
#1 New York Times Bestseller!

With over 3 million copies in print, this bestselling series that soars above the competition 
and redefines middle-grade fantasy fiction for a new generation! 
 
Seven dragon tribes have been at war for generations, over an ancient, lost treasure. A secret 
movement called the Talons of Peace is determined to end the fighting, with the help of a prophecy 
that calls for great sacrifice. Five dragonets are collected to fulfill the prophecy, raised in a hidden 

WINGS OF FIRE GRAPHIC NOVELS 
THE DRAGONET PROPHECY | THE LOST HEIR
Tui T. Sutherland; Illustrated by Mike Holmes
Graphix (Scholastic): January 2018; February 2019
Writers House retained translation rights
 
The #1 New York Times bestselling WINGS OF FIRE series takes flight in these brand new 
graphic novel editions, adapted by the author with art by Mike Holmes! 

Rights have been sold in Russian (AST). 

cave and enlisted, against their will, to end the terrible war. And when the select five escape their underground captors to look for their 
original homes, what has been unleashed on the dragon world may be far more than the revolutionary planners intended. 

Rights have been sold in Brazilian Portuguese (Fundamento), Czech (Albatros/Fragment), French (Gallimard), German (Loewe), Italian 
(Piemme), Polish (MAG), Romanian (Univers Enciclopedic), Russian (AST), Serbian (Vulkan), Simplified Chinese (Jieli), Slovakian (Albatross), 
Spanish (RBA), Turkish (Aspendos), and Ukrainian (Ranok).
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SHORT & SKINNY
Mark Tatulli
Little, Brown (Hachette): October 2018
Writers House retained translation rights

 
A BEA Buzz Panel 2018 Pick!

New from syndicated comic strip artist Mark Tatulli comes a full-color middle grade graphic 
memoir that centers on Mark’s own experience in the summer after seventh grade. 
 
As a middle schooler, Mark finds himself on the smaller side of the physical spectrum--being short 
AND skinny has really wreaked havoc on his confidence. So to end his bullying woes and get the 
girl--or at least the confidence to talk to the girl--he starts to explore bulking up by way of the miracle 
cures in the backs of his comics. But his obsession with beefing up is soon derailed by a new ob-
session: Star Wars, the hottest thing to hit the summer of 1977. As he explores his creative outlets 
as well as his cures to body image woes, Mark sets out to make his own stamp on the film that he 
loves.

“Tatulli’s story shares a positive message about dedication 
and overcoming obstacles through imagination and creativity. 
A story with easy appeal for fans of coming-of-age adventures 

and Star Wars.” – Kirkus

“Tatulli compellingly depicts how an object of culture can galvanize genuine  
emotions. He uses his art, with its cartoonishly endearing figures and accurate 

attention to details, to ground emotion in convincing reality… A natural choice for 
fans of Raina Telgemeier or Jeffrey Brown’s Jedi Academy series.” – Booklist

Mark Tatulli’s graphic novel debut is a humorous and heartfelt take on body-image, finding a creative outlet, and spending a summer in 
the 70s.

LOST SOUL, BE AT PEACE
Maggie Thrash
Candlewick: October 2018
Writers House retained translation rights
 
A heartbreaking, visionary voice in graphic novels, acclaimed author Maggie Thrash revisits 
a period of teenage depression in a powerful new YA graphic memoir that is at once thought-
ful, honest, and marked by hope. 
 
A year and a half after the summer that changed her life, Maggie Thrash wishes she could change it 
all back. She’s trapped in a dark depression and flunking eleventh grade, befuddling her  
patrician mother while going unnoticed by her father, a workaholic federal judge. The only thing 
Maggie cares about is her cat, Tommi . . . who then disappears somewhere in the walls of her  
cavernous house. So her search begins — but Maggie’s not even really sure what she’s lost, and 
she has no idea what she’ll find.  
 

Told with candor, empathy and an inimitable blend of humor and pathos, LOST SOUL, BE AT PEACE is the powerful story of life before 
and after depression. 

“Thrash has masterfully captured the tedium and melancholy of being a teenager: the self-doubt and preoccupation,  
the crushing ennui, and the sense of futility [...] Mixing recollections with a supernatural Hamlet-inspired theme, her watercolor-tinged illustrations  

add a wonderfully ethereal layer to an already nuanced offering.” – Kirkus Reviews, STARRED REVIEW 
 

“A pitch-perfect blend of caustic humor, melancholy, and tenderness [....] Thrash boldly mixes memoir and fiction for a perceptive exploration of 
her past that will resonate profoundly with readers of Honor Girl, Laurie Halse Anderson and Emily Carroll’s Speak: The Graphic Novel, and Katie 

Green’s Lighter Than My Shadow.” – School Library Journal, STARRED REVIEW
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THE PIONEER #1–#2
Bridget Tyler
HarperCollins: March 2019; 2020
Writers House retained translation rights; film rights with Temple Hill
 
As pioneers settle in a new world, things quickly become sinister. An exciting YA sci-fi  
examining how, when in a strange new world, things aren’t always as simple as they seem—
especially alliances... 
 
When Jo steps onto Tau Cetie for the first time, it should be the happiest moment of her life. After 
all, she’s been training ever since she can remember to be a Cadet Pilot in the International Space 
Agency. She dreamt of the day she and her family would leave Earth forever and begin life as pio-
neers on a new planet. But now, she can’t stop thinking of everything that has gone wrong on their 
mission: The terrible accident that nearly destroyed their craft, that set their voyage back years, that 
killed her brother, that left her unable to fly… 

BONE HOLLOW
Kim Ventrella
Scholastic: January 2019
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
From the acclaimed author of Skeleton Tree comes the wisest, FUNNIEST, and most profound 
middle grade tale you’ll read in this life . . . or in the afterlife.  
 
Gabe knows it was foolish to save that chicken. On the roof. In the middle of a storm. Yet Gabe also 
knows that his guardian, Ms. Cleo, loves the chicken more than him. After falling off the roof, Gabe 
wakes up to find his neighbors staring at him tearfully. To his confusion, none of them seem to hear 
Gabe speak. It’s almost as if they think he’s dead. But Gabe’s NOT dead. He feels fine! So why does 
everyone scream in terror when he shows up to his own funeral? 
Gabe flees with his dog, Ollie, the only creature who doesn’t tremble at the sight of him. So when a 
mysterious girl named Wynne offers to let Gabe stay at her cozy house in a misty clearing, he 

As she helps her Commander mother establish a community on Tau, she starts to feel like her old self again, and remembers what it 
means to be a pioneer. That is, until she uncovers a devastating secret that could put an end to the entire mission. With the fate of her 
fellow explorers in her hands, Jo must decide how far she’s willing to go to expose the truth—before the lies destroy them all. 
 
Bridget Tyler worked in the film and television industry for more than a decade. She has written on television shows including Burn 
Notice and Hell on Wheels. Her first original pilot, Horizon, was produced for Universal Television and USA by Gale Anne Hurd, 
Producer of The Terminator and The Walking Dead. She has since developed pilots for USA, FOX, AMC, WBTV, and BBC-AMERICA.

gratefully accepts. Yet Wynne disappears from Bone Hollow for long stretches of time, and when a suspicious Gabe follows her, he 
makes a mind-blowing discovery. Wynne is Death and has been for thousands of years. Even more shocking . . . she’s convinced that 
Gabe is destined to replace her.

Praise for Skeleton Tree:
“Quietly powerful; dark yet whimsical . . .” – Booklist

Rights to the author’s previous novel THE SKELETON TREE have been sold in Italian (Il Castoro) and in the UK/ANZ (Macmillan).

“SKELETON TREE is a powerful and tender story. Kim Ventrella knows  
when to be playful and when to break your heart.”  

– Cassie Beasley, New York Times bestselling author of Circus Mirandus“Ventrella’s comforting storytelling reveals a magical world 
where a skeleton can grow and where a family’s love for 
each other can provide healing.” – School Library Journal “[An] emotional roller coaster tempered by a touch of magic and a resilient,  

likable protagonist.” – Kirkus
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TOAFF’S WAY
Cynthia Voigt; Illustrated by Sydney Hanson
Knopf (Random House): August 2018
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
Meet Toaff: a lovable squirrel, and new standout character, searching for a place to call home 
in this gem of a story by a Newbery Medal-winning author.  
 
Toaff is a small squirrel full of big questions. Why must I stay away from the human’s house? Why 
shouldn’t I go beyond the pine trees? Why do we fight with the red squirrels across the drive? His 
sister shrugs—that’s just the way things are. His brother bullies—because I said so. And the older 
squirrels scold—too many questions! Can Toaff really be the only one to wonder why? 
 
When a winter storm separates him from his family, Toaff must make his own way in the world. It’s a 
world filled with danger--from foxes and hawks and cats to cars and chainsaws. But also filled with 
delight--the dizzying scent of apple blossoms, the silvery sound of singing, the joy of leaping so far

ELIZABETH SERIES 
A IS FOR ELIZABETH | BIG MOUTH ELIZABETH
Rachel Vail
Feiwel and Friends (Macmillan): #1 – #2 Spring 2019; #3 – 4 Winter 2020
Writers House retained translation and UK rights
 
A funny, touching and charming new chapter book series about the confusing experience 
of being a kid among kids. With an iron will and humor to match, Elizabeth is the irresistible 
new heroine of a pitch perfect take on the trials and tribulations of second grade life.  
 
Second grader Elizabeth is fierce, tender, creative, and willing to fight for what she wants. Or what’s 
right. (It’s not always easy to tell which is which.) Reading may be a challenge, and settling down her 
emotions and her body definitely are beyond her abilities sometimes – but Elizabeth know what’s 
fair and what’s not. And there is a very unfair order in Class 2B, and its name is ALPHABETICAL. 
Because of it, Elizabeth never gets to be first in line or sit next to her best friend. But when it’s time

you’re practically flying. Over the course of a year, Toaff will move into (and out of) many different dreys and dens, make some very 
surprising friends (and a few enemies), and begin to answer his biggest questions--what do I believe and where do I belong? 
 

“A brilliant, bushy-tailed bildungsroman.” – Kirkus, STARRED REVIEW

“Readers [will be] right at home with kind, brave Toaff and feel reassured 
in the formidable task of understanding the world outside.” – Booklist

“A hymn to inquisitiveness, independent thinking and experiential learn-
ing in an age of “alternative facts” and “fake news,” Toaff’s Way should 

be required reading.” – Book Page

“Skillfully presenting sights from an animal’s perspective and touch-
ing upon social issues such as prejudice and elitism, Newbery Medalist 

Voigt provides a lovely story to curl up with.” – Publishers Weekly

““What if I—?” In the three opening words of this tale, inside the thoughts 
of a young gray squirrel named Toaff, Voigt establishes a tone that never 

lets up—energetic, curious, joyful, and impulsive.” – The Horn Book

Rights have been sold in Simplified Chinese (Beijing Yutian).

to make name posters, Elizabeth figures out how to get her revenge on that show-off Anna who’s always there the front of the line and 
alphabet – and take the lead herself. Who knew gluing letters and protesting were such hard work? 
 
Rachel Vail is the award-winning author of over 30 beloved books for children and young adults, including the hugely popular JUSTIN 
CASE series, in which we met Elizabeth as a kindergartener. In this adorable new series, it’s Elizabeth’s turn to shine!


