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YOUNG ADULT 
 

Captivating and action-packed, From Blood and Ash is a sexy, 
addictive, and unexpected fantasy perfect for fans of  

Sarah J. Maas and Laura Thalassa  

 
FROM BLOOD AND ASH  
by Jennifer L. Armentrout   
 
A Maiden… 
Chosen from birth to usher in a new era, Poppy’s life has never been 
her own. The life of the Maiden is solitary. Never to be touched. Never 
to be looked upon. Never to be spoken to. Never to experience pleas-
ure. Waiting for the day of her Ascension, she would rather be with the 
guards, fighting back the evil that took her family, than preparing to be 
found worthy by the gods. But the choice has never been hers. 
 
A Duty… 
The entire kingdom’s future rests on Poppy’s shoulders, something 
she’s not even quite sure she wants for herself. Because a Maiden has a 
heart. And a soul. And longing. And when Hawke, a golden-eyed guard 
honor bound to ensure her Ascension, enters her life, destiny and duty 
become tangled with desire and need. He incites her anger, makes her 
question everything she believes in, and tempts her with the forbidden. 
 
A Kingdom… 
Forsaken by the gods and feared by mortals, a fallen kingdom is rising 
once more, determined to take back what they believe is theirs through 
violence and vengeance. And as the shadow of those cursed draws clos-
er, the line between what is forbidden and what is right becomes 
blurred. Poppy is not only on the verge of losing her heart and being 
found unworthy by the gods, but also her life when every blood-soaked 
thread that holds her world together begins to unravel. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Blue Box Press/ 
1001 Dark Nights  
March 2020  
Trade paperback  
170k words 
 
Genre: Young adult fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Australia 
(HarperCollins Australia), Brazil 
(Editorial Valentina), British (HQ), France 
(J’ai Lu), Germany (Carlsen; HarperCol-
lins Germany; Piper), Hungary 
(Könyvmolykepzö), Italy (Giunti; Harper-
Collins Italia), The Netherlands (Zomer 
& Keuning; HarperCollins Holland), Po-
land (Filia), Romania (Corint; Grup Me-
dia Litera), Russia (AST), Spain (Urano; 
Plataforma; Ediciones Kiwi), Turkey 
(Dogan Egmont)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* First book in a trilogy.   
* #1 New York Times bestselling author. 
* #1 bestselling author in Germany and 
Italy.  
* USA Today, Amazon, and iBooks best-
selling author.   
* Over a million copies of Jennifer Ar-
mentrout’s young adult novels sold.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kevan Lyon  
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available March 2020 

Jennifer L. Armentrout is a #1 New York Times, 
USA Today, Amazon, iBooks, and international 
bestselling author of over 45 books for teens 
and adults. She is a #1 bestseller in Germany 
and Italy, and a top seller in markets around the 
world. In total, her young adult novels have sold 
over a million copies since 2011 in the US, and 
her work has hit the New York Times bestseller 
list several times. She is the owner of ApollyCon 
and The Origin Event, the successful annual 
events that feature over 100 bestselling authors 

in Young Adult, New Adult, and Adult Fiction, panels, parties, and more. 
Her fan base also connects with her daily on Facebook (138K+ followers), 
Twitter (75K followers), and Instagram (34.4K followers). Jennifer lives in 
West Virginia with her husband and dogs.  
https://jenniferlarmentrout.com  

https://jenniferlarmentrout.com/
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Dangerous secrets and forbidden desires  
lead to shocking consequences  

 
RAGE AND RUIN: 
Harbinger series book 2  
by Jennifer L. Armentrout   
 
A half human, half angel and her bonded gargoyle protector must work 
with demons to stop the apocalypse while avoiding falling in love. The 
Harbinger is coming…but who or what is it? All of humankind may fall if 
Trinity and Zayne can’t win the race against time as dark forces gather. 
As tensions rise, they must stay close together and patrol the D.C. 
streets at night, seeking signs of the Harbinger, an entity that is killing 
Wardens and demons with seemingly no rhyme or reason.  
 
Forbidden to be with each other, Zayne and Trinity fight their feelings 
and turn to unusual sources for help—the demon Roth and his cohorts. 
But as deaths pile up and they uncover a sinister plot involving the local 
high school and endangering someone dear to Zayne, Trin realizes she is 
being led…herded…played for some unknown end. As anger builds and 
feelings spiral out of control, it becomes clear that rage may be the ruin 
of them all.  
 
 
 

 
 
Also by Jennifer L. Armentrout  

 

“As always, Armentrout excels in building a paranormal ro-
mance world that is believable, accessible, and riveting.”  
– Booklist 
 

“A compelling read. Readers will anxiously await the next 
installment in this series, and libraries will find it difficult to 
keep this one on the shelf.” – School Library Journal 

 

Inkyard Press/Harlequin   
June 2020  
140k words 
 
Genre: Young adult fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Note: world rights to book 1, Storm 
and Fury, owned by Harlequin.  
 
Foreign sales: Australia (HarperCollins 
Australia), Germany (HarperCollins Ger-
many), Italy (HarperCollins Italia)   
 
Previous foreign publishers: Australia 
(HarperCollins Australia), British (Harper 
360), France (J’ai Lu), Germany 
(HarperCollins Germany), Italy 
(HarperCollins Italia), Spain (Plataforma) 
 
 
Highlights:  
* Sequel to Storm and Fury.  
* #1 New York Times bestselling author. 
* #1 bestselling author in Germany and 
Italy.  
* USA Today, Amazon, and iBooks best-
selling author.   
* Over a million copies of Jennifer Ar-
mentrout’s young adult novels sold.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kevan Lyon  
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Jennifer L. Armentrout is a #1 New York Times, 
USA Today, Amazon, iBooks, and international 
bestselling author of over 45 books for teens 
and adults. She is a #1 bestseller in Germany 
and Italy, and a top seller in markets around the 
world. In total, her young adult novels have sold 
over a million copies since 2011 in the US, and 
her work has hit the New York Times bestseller 
list several times. She is the owner of ApollyCon 
and The Origin Event, the successful annual 
events that feature over 100 bestselling authors 

in Young Adult, New Adult, and Adult Fiction, panels, parties, and more. 
Her fan base also connects with her daily on Facebook (138K+ followers), 
Twitter (75K followers), and Instagram (34.4K followers). Jennifer lives in 
West Virginia with her husband and dogs.  
https://jenniferlarmentrout.com  

https://jenniferlarmentrout.com/


4 

#1 New York Times, USA Today, and internationally  
bestselling author Jennifer L. Armentrout returns to the world 
of the Lux with this steamy, shocking third installment of the 

Origin series that will leave readers reeling 

 
THE BRIGHTEST NIGHT:   
Origin series book 3  
by Jennifer L. Armentrout   
 
He is the darkest star. 
You are the burning shadow. 
And together, you will bring about the brightest night. 
 
Less than a year ago, Evelyn Dasher was a normal girl, living an unre-
markable life. Now, she’s on the run, under the protection of the beau-
tiful, deadly inhuman Luc. She’s been betrayed by those who were clos-
est to her. And she’s learned truths about herself that she never saw 
coming—things she once knew, and was made to forget. Truths with 
devastating consequences. She’s caught in the eye of the storm. 
 
She is the eye of the storm. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Also by Jennifer L. Armentrout  

 

“Jennifer L. Armentrout pulls out all the 
stops with The Darkest Star, making it a 
surefire hit for fans.” – Hypable 
 

“Captivating new book in the Lux world 

with a new hot hero to root for. I hope this 
isn’t the end of Luc and Evie!” – YA Books 
Central 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Tor Teen  
October 2020  
Hardcover  
160k words 
 
Genre: Young adult science fiction  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Foreign sales: Brazil (Editorial Valenti-
na), France (J’ai Lu), Germany (Carlsen), 
Italy (Giunti), The Netherlands (Zomer & 
Keuning), Poland (Filia), Spain (Urano)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Brazil 
(Editorial Valentina), France (J’ai Lu), 
Germany (Carlsen), Hungary 
(Könyvmolykepzö), Italy (Giunti), The 
Netherlands (Zomer & Keuning), Poland 
(Filia), Romania (Corint), Russia (AST), 
Spain (Urano), Turkey (Dogan Egmont)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* #1 New York Times bestselling author. 
* #1 bestselling author in Germany and 
Italy.  
* USA Today, Amazon, and iBooks best-
selling author.   
* Over a million copies of Jennifer Ar-
mentrout’s young adult novels sold.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kevan Lyon  
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available March 2020  

Jennifer L. Armentrout is a #1 New York Times, 
USA Today, Amazon, iBooks, and international 
bestselling author of over 45 books for teens 
and adults. She is a #1 bestseller in Germany 
and Italy, and a top seller in markets around the 
world. In total, her young adult novels have sold 
over a million copies since 2011 in the US, and 
her work has hit the New York Times bestseller 
list several times. She is the owner of ApollyCon 
and The Origin Event, the successful annual 
events that feature over 100 bestselling authors 

in Young Adult, New Adult, and Adult Fiction, panels, parties, and more. 
Her fan base also connects with her daily on Facebook (138K+ followers), 
Twitter (75K followers), and Instagram (34.4K followers). Jennifer lives in 
West Virginia with her husband and dogs.  
https://jenniferlarmentrout.com  

https://jenniferlarmentrout.com/
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In this coming-of-age romance perfect for fans of Jenny Han 
and Sarah Dessen, a rule-abiding teen embraces her more  

rebellious side while falling for her neighbor— 
a.k.a. the town’s “bad boy” 

 
CHASING LUCKY  
by Jenn Bennett   
 

Budding photographer Josie Saint-Martin has spent half her life with her 
single mother, moving from city to city. When they return to her histori-
cal New England hometown to run the family bookstore, Josie knows 
it’s not forever, so there’s no reason to change her modus operandi—
keeping to herself, dreaming of the day she can leave.  
 
But after a disastrous summer party, a poorly executed act of revenge 
lands her in big-time trouble. As in, jail...alongside the last person with 
whom she’d want to share a mugshot: the son of the boat mechanic 
across the street, Lucky Karras. Outsider, rebel…and her former child-
hood best friend.  
 
Josie and Lucky become the talk of their coastal small town. But during 
a summer of secrets, everything changes, and the easy friendship they 
once shared grows into something deeper and more complicated. Can 
Josie and Lucky swim past obstacles that come with rough waters, or 
will they both go down together?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Simon Pulse   
April 2020  
Hardcover  
65k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
romance  
 
Rights available:  
Translation  
 
Foreign sales: British (Simon & Schus-
ter UK), Germany (Carlsen), Spain 
(Urano)   
 
Previous foreign publishers: Brazil 
(V&R), British (Simon & Schuster UK), 
Czech (Albatros), France (Hugo & Cie), 
Germany (Carlsen), Hungary 
(Alexandra), Indonesia (Haru), Poland 
(IUVI), Romania (RAO), Russia (Ripol), 
Spain (Urano), Turkey (Marti) 
 
 
Highlights:  
* Serious Moonlight, Kirkus Best Young 
Adult Books of 2019. 
* Starry Eyes, Kirkus Best Young Adult 
Books of 2018.  
* Alex, Approximately, starred reviews 
Kirkus, Booklist.  
* The Anatomical Shape of a Heart, win-
ner RITA Award, Young Adult Romance.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Laura Bradford 
Bradford Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Jenn Bennett is an award-winning author 
of young adult books, including: Alex, Ap-
proximately; Starry Eyes; and Serious 
Moonlight. She also writes romance and 
fantasy for adults. Her books have earned 
multiple starred reviews, won the Ro-
mance Writers of America’s RITA Award, 
and been included on Publishers Weekly 
annual Best Books list. In addition to being 
a writer, she’s also an artist with a Bache-
lor of Fine Arts in Painting. She was born in 

Germany, lived in several US states, and has traveled extensively 
throughout Europe, China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. She currently lives 
near Atlanta with one husband and two dogs. jennbennet.net 

Huh. Hold on. He’s smiling? Like, not sarcastic-

smiling. Okay, maybe a little sarcastic, 

because he’s definitely smirking at me. But it’s more 

playful than mean. And there’s something 

else there…something different that I haven’t really 

seen since I’ve been back in town. 

I think he’s…happy. 

http://www.jennbennett.net/
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To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before meets The Farewell in this 
incisive romantic comedy about a college student who hires a 
fake boyfriend to appease her traditional Taiwanese parents 

only to fall in love with him for real 
 

RENT A BOYFRIEND  
by Gloria Chao   
 
Chloe Wang is nervous to introduce her parents to her boyfriend, be-
cause the truth is, she hasn’t met him yet either. She hired him from 
Rent for Your ‘Rents, a company specializing in providing fake boy-
friends trained to impress even the most traditional Asian parents. 
  
Drew Chan’s passion is art, but after his parents cut him off for dropping 
out of college to pursue his dreams, he became a Rent For Your ‘Rents 
operative to keep a roof over his head. Luckily, learning protocols like 
“Type C parents prefer quiet, kind, zero-PDA gestures” comes naturally 
to him. 
 
When Chloe rents Drew, the mission is simple: convince her parents 
fake Drew is worthy of their approval so they’ll stop pressuring her to 
accept a proposal from Hongbo, the wealthiest (and douchiest) young 
bachelor in their tight-knit Asian-American community. But when Chloe 
starts to fall for the real Drew, who, unlike his fake persona, is definitely 
not ‘rent-worthy, her carefully curated life begins to unravel. Can she 
figure out what she wants before she loses everything? 

 

Simon Pulse  
September 2020  
Hardcover  
89k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary ro-
mance  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Indone-
sia (Gramedia Pustaka Utama)  
 
Highlights:  
* American Panda:  
— Winner Friends of American Writer’s 
Young People’s Literature Award. 
— Junior Library Guild Selection.  
— YALSA’s 2019 Teens’ Top Ten.  
— Booklist, Best Debut YA Book of 
2018. 
— Bustle, Best Young Adult Book of 
2018. 
— Paste Magazine, Best Young Adult 
Novel of 2018. 
— Chicago Public Library, Best YA Book 
of 2018.  
— Publishers Weekly, Booklist, VOYA, 
and School Library Journal starred re-
views. 
* Our Wayward Fate:  
— B&N Teen Blog’s Best YA Read, Oc-
tober 2019.  
— She Reads’ 10 Diverse Books by 
Women to Read in 2019.  
 
Primary agent:  
Kathleen Rushall  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Gloria Chao is a young adult author writing full-
time in Chicago. Her debut novel was American 
Panda, which was inspired by her experiences as a 
second-generation Taiwanese-American, and which 
received a starred review from Publishers Weekly 
and was named a Junior Library Guild selection. Her 
second novel, Our Wayward Fate, published Octo-
ber 2019. Gloria has a bachelor’s degree from MIT 
and a DMD from Tufts. She is an active member of 
SCBWI and WFWA.  
https://gloriachao.wordpress.com  

“I can’t be your real boyfriend and still have to pull 

Andrew out at a moment’s notice. If I didn’t care 

about you as much as I do, I might be okay hiding in 

the shadows. But I want to be with you, actually be 

with you.” He looked at me, his eyes searching my 

face for a reaction. “I’m just—Chloe, I’m so into you 

that I don’t know how to be Andrew for you 

anymore. I can only give you Drew, and maybe that’s 

not enough….” he trailed off.  

https://gloriachao.wordpress.com/
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In the action-packed YA fantasy sequel to Gravemaidens, a 
young healer must bring down a tyrant before war breaks out 

and destroys everything  
 

WARMAIDENS 
by Kelly Coon   
 
Just a few months after escaping the tomb in Alu, Kammani and the 
other runaway maidens have found refuge in the city-state of Manzazu. 
There, Kammani has become a respected healer, especially among the 
warriors she’s brought back from the brink of death. Now that the 
nightmares of Alu are fading, she can finally decide whether or not to 
take Dagan’s hand in marriage. 
 
But when an assassin murders a healer he believes is Kammani and 
attempts to kill the displaced queen of Alu, the maidens realize they’ve 
been found.   
 
Hungry for revenge, Manzazu’s queen wants to strike back at 
Alu with her fiercest weapons—her scorpion warrior maidens, but Kam-
mani knows that war harms more than it heals. To save the innocents 
and any chance of a future with Dagan, Kammani must take down Alu’s 
ruler before their lives burn up in the flames of war.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Also by Kelly Coon  

 

“A dark and utterly enthralling journey to an ancient 
land, Gravemaidens grabs you by your beating heart and re-
fuses to let go until the bitter, breathtaking end.” – Sa-
rah Glenn Marsh, author of the Reign of the Fallen series 
 

“Coon builds a rich and detailed world complete with a histo-
ry and rules that readers will enjoy uncovering slowly.”  
– Kirkus  

 
 
 

 
Delacorte  
October 2020  
Hardcover  
Estimated 98k words 
 
Genre: Young adult fantasy   
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Sequel to Gravemaidens.  
* Gravemaidens: 
— An Indigo Top YA Book of 2019. 
— A #Penguin10 Top 10 Books for Fall 
2019.  
— Epic Reads, 37 Young Adult Fantasy 
Novels You Can’t Miss in the Second 
Half of 2019.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kari Sutherland 
Bradford Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available March 2020  

Kelly Coon is an editor for Blue Ocean Brain, a 
recent addition to the Washington Post Talent 
Network, a former high school teacher, a test 
prep expert, escapee of Hurricane Irma, and 
mother to three boys. She lives near Tampa, 
Florida with her husband, kids, and a rescue 
dog who will steal your sandwich. Her debut 
novel was Gravemaidens (Delacorte, October 
2019). www.kellycoon.com  

https://www.kellycoon.com/
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A teen heiress aboard the Titanic, a young journalist at Oxford, 
an old diary, and a mystery spanning nearly a century 

 

THE POPPY AND THE ROSE  
by Ashlee Cowles   
 

1912: Ava Knight, a teen heiress, boards the Titanic to escape the shad-
ow of her unstable mother and to fulfill her dream of becoming a pho-
tographer in New York. During the journey she meets three people who 
will change her life: a handsome sailor, a soldier in the secret Black 
Hand society that will trigger World War I, and a woman with clairvoy-
ant abilities. When disaster strikes the ship, family betrayals come to 
light. 
  
2010: When Taylor Romano arrives in Oxford for a summer journalism 
program, something feels off. Not only is she greeted by a young, Rolls 
Royce-driving chauffeur, but he invites her to tea with Lady Mae Knight 
of Meadowbrook Manor, an old house with a cursed history going back 
to the days of Henry VIII. Lady Knight seems to know a strange amount 
about Taylor and her family problems, but before Taylor can learn 
more, the elderly woman dies, leaving as the only clue an old diary. 
With the help of the diary, a brooding chauffeur, and some historical 
sleuthing, Taylor must uncover the link between Ava’s past and her 
own…. 
 
A rich and intriguing tale, The Poppy and the Rose will appeal to readers 
of Jennifer Donnelly, Libba Bray, and Kate Morton.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Owl Hollow Press   
September 2020  
Trade paperback  
80k words 
 
Genre: Young adult mystery   
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
 
Author highlights:  
* Beneath Wandering Stars, winner 
2017 Colorado Book Award. 
 
 
Primary agent:  
Shannon Hassan  
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available end February 2020  

Ashlee Cowles is the author of Beneath Wan-
dering Stars (Merit Press 2016), which won the 
2017 Colorado Book Award and has received 
stellar reviews from Publishers Weekly, School 
Library Journal, VOYA Magazine, and Kirkus Re-
views. Ashlee has graduate degrees from Duke 
University and the University of St. Andrews in 
Scotland. http://ashleecowles.com  

“I need you to follow her because she’s dangerous.” 

The solider turned back to the sea, unwilling to 

elaborate. 

 “Lieutenant, I’m afraid I shall require more than 

that,” I said, crossing my arms. “If you want me to do 

your bidding, then you must at least tell me why. We 

have no choice but to trust each other, remember?” 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fashleecowles.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccd186873cb76495c22af08d6f341de67%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636963861561165135&sdata=sAHz9ac3NxwaNaeGEbuygBzCJKU1vnHnQl2N9cCkqqA%3D&reserv
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Three teens are caught in a bioterrorism plot to destroy  
Seattle involving a diet drink that kills  

 

QUICK FIX  
by Louise Cypress   
 

After accidentally breaking up with her boyfriend, Marley is ready to do 
anything to get her life back on track. When a new health clinic called 
Quick Fix opens in Seattle offering probiotic elixirs that supposedly burn 
off extra weight, Marley becomes their willing victim. After her first 
treatment, she loses five pounds in one week—and becomes so sick 
that she faints at work. But Marley is thrilled with the results, especially 
knowing that her ex-boyfriend is mobbed by girls every day.  
 
When Marley’s best friend Ellie finds out the truth about Marley’s sud-
den weight loss, Ellie is concerned for her friend’s safety. Ellie knows 
better than anyone that there’s no such thing as a quick fix, but 
Marley’s not so sure. For Marley, the risk seems worth it—until the elix-
ir takes control. By the time Marley discovers the truth about Thin Shot 
she’s almost dead, and the only person who can save her is the last per-
son she thought she could trust.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also by Louise Cypress  

 

“The relationship between Cole and Ellie is absorbing….Well-
defined characters in a zigzagging medical tale rife with sur-
prises.” – Kirkus 
  

“[M]ajor surprises and twists….well worth that sleepless 
night (or two) it takes to finish it!” – Adventures Thru Won-
derland 

 
 
 
 

Owl Hollow Press   
July 2020  
Trade paperback  
70k words 
 
Genre: Young adult science fiction  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Primary agent:  
Liza Fleissig 
Liza Royce Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available April 2020  

Louise Cypress is the author of the YA paranormal 
Puritan Coven series. Under the name Jennifer 
Bardsley she is the author of Genesis Girl and 
Damaged Goods, published by Month9Books. She 
also writes the column “I Brake for Moms” for the 
Sunday edition of The Everett Daily Herald and 
blogs at Teaching My Baby to Read. Jennifer is a 
graduate of Stanford University and a member of 
SCBWI. She lives with her husband and two chil-
dren in Edmonds, Washington.  
https://jenniferbardsley.net  

“I don’t want Dean to think of me like this.” I closed 

my eyes and thought of how I wanted him to picture 

me. Beautiful. Thin. Waiting for him on August first 

at the airport holding a big sign that said “Remember 

Me?” That was as far as I could picture right now, but 

it was enough. I squeezed my eyes and willed the 

queasiness away. I might have felt miserable at the 

moment, but by August, it would be worth it. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/1942664958/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1942664958&linkCode=am2&tag=teach0cc-20&linkId=GVFP7OQK2AD2COK5
http://www.heraldnet.com/section/blog5205
https://jenniferbardsley.net/
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Don’t believe everything you watch 

 
DEEPFAKE  
by Sarah Darer Littman   
 

Dara Simons and Will Hochman have everything they’ve ever wanted. 
They are the rulers of Greenpoint High’s geekdom, overachieving in 
every way, and it’s an intense competition to see who will be valedicto-
rian. One the entire school is invested in. That is, until Rumor Has It, the 
anonymous gossip site, posts a video of Dara accusing Will of paying 
someone to take the SAT for him. 
 
When the video goes viral, suddenly Will’s being investigated, and eve-
ryone’s wondering how he pulled off cheating on the SAT. But Dara 
swears that she didn’t say any of those things, which seems a little hard 
to believe since it’s her in the video. 
 
Did Will cheat? 
Is it Dara saying he did? 
Who’s lying, and who’s telling the truth? 
The answer is more shocking than anyone realizes….  

 

Scholastic  
October 2020  
Hardcover  
73k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: France 
(City Editions), Germany (Ravensburger), 
Greece (Psichogios)  
 
Primary agent:  
Jennifer Laughran  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Sarah Darer Littman is the critically acclaimed au-
thor of the young adult novels Anything But Okay; 
In Case You Missed It; Backlash (Winner of the Iowa 
Teen Book Award); Want to Go Private?; Life, After; 
and Purge; and middle-grade novels Fairest of Them 
All; Charmed, I’m Sure; and Confessions of a Closet 
Catholic (winner of the Sydney Taylor Book Award). 
As well as writing novels, she teaches creative 
writing as an adjunct professor in the MFA program 
at Western Connecticut State University, at the Yale 
Summer Writers’ Conference, and is an award-

winning opinion columnist. She lives in Connecticut.  
http://sarahdarerlittman.com  

“Yeah,” Ada says. “But still…” She frowns, her brow 

furrowed. “There’s something that’s bugging me.” 

“Yeah? What’s that?” I ask. “It seems pretty clear to 

me.” 

“I know, but…well, it’s just that I’ve known Dara 

since I moved here in third grade,” Ada says slowly. 

“She was my first friend. We’ve been best friends ever 

since and…even though I’ve seen the video, I’m 

having a hard time accepting it. It just seems so…not 

her.” 

http://sarahdarerlittman.com/index.html
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If I want to tame my darkness,  
I’ll have to trust an enemy of magic… 

 

ENEMY OF MAGIC:  
New York Academy of Magic book 3  
by Sean Fletcher   
 

My best friend, Mia, is missing, leaving behind nothing but a cryptic 
note as to where she went. Worse, a deadly fugitive has escaped a high-
security prison in Paris; and all clues indicate that he wants Mia. 
 
If we’re going to find them both in time we’ll have to become fugitives 
ourselves. But with allies and enemies alike after us, this quest’s gearing 
up to be harder than taking down a rabid dragon with a kidney stone. 
Hey, nobody ever said being a student at the Academy of Magic would 
be easy. 
 
But as we search, a shocking revelation comes to light: the fugitive has 
the same magic—the same darkness—I do. And it seems the powers we 
both possess are far more dangerous than I ever imagined, threatening 
me, my kinda-sorta-boyfriend Asher, and everyone else I care about. 
 
I have to get this power under control before it destroys me. And the 
crazy thing is, the prisoner might be the only one who can teach me 
how. If we can find him. And if he doesn’t kill us first. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also by Sean Fletcher  

 

“This book was an amazing kickstart to a 
new series and I was hooked on it to al-
most scary levels!...Be brought into a 
world where nothing is quite clear, where 
secrets are being kept and where friend-
ships grow and new relationships develop. 
This is a story you won’t want to miss. 5 
stars.” – Read, Ramble, Repeat  

Independently published  
May 2020  
Trade paperback  
70k words 
 
Genre: Young adult fantasy   
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Final book in a trilogy.  
* Previous books have hit #1 on Ama-
zon in Teen & Young Adult Myths and 
Legends, Teen & Young Adults Wizards 
and Witches, and Teen & Young Adult 
Magical Realism.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Andrea Hurst  
Andrea Hurst & Associates  
 
Material: Available 

Sean Fletcher was born in the broiling, 
arid state some people lovingly refer to as 
Texas. He is the Amazon bestselling au-
thor of YA urban fantasy, including the 
Heir of Dragons series and the Mages of 
New York series. When not making things 
up and putting them on paper, he can be 
found hiking, biking, or traveling, some-
times all at the same time.  
https://seanfletcherauthor.com  

https://seanfletcherauthor.com
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Perfect for fans of One of Us is Lying and We Were Liars, All 
Eyes on Her is a gripping young adult thriller told from the 

perspective of everyone except the alleged killer― 
a 17-year-old girl 

 
ALL EYES ON HER  
by L.E. Flynn   
 

You heard the story on the news. A girl and a boy went into the woods. 
The girl carried a picnic basket. The boy wore bright yellow running 
shoes. The girl found her way out, but the boy never did….Everyone 
thinks they know what happened. Some say Tabby pushed him off that 
cliff―she didn’t even like hiking. She was jealous. She had more than 
her share of demons. Others think he fell accidentally―she loved Mark. 
She would never hurt him…even if he hurt her. But what’s the real sto-
ry? All Eyes On Her is told from everyone but Tabby herself as the peo-
ple in her life string together the events that led Tabby to that cliff. Her 
best friend. Her sister. Her enemy. Her ex-boyfriend. Because every-
body thinks they know a girl better than she knows herself. What do 
you think is the truth?  
 
“Flynn’s perfectly paced story about a girl who can’t trust anyone inte-
grates important subjects, like body image, addiction, and romantic ob-
session, imaginatively and masterfully. Twisted and delicious.” – Kim 
Savage, author of In Her Skin 
 
“A twisty, piercing thriller with an end you won’t see coming.” – Mindy 
McGinnis, author of Female of the Species  
 
“Fans of E. Lockhart, Karen M. McManus, and Flynn’s other work will 
revel in this mystery/thriller and the authenticity with which its charac-
ters are rendered.” – Booklist  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Imprint/Macmillan  
June 2020  
Hardcover  
85k words 
 
Genre: Young adult thriller  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Foreign sales: Italy (Sperling & Kupfer), 
Russia (Exmo), Spain (Anaya)    
 
Previous foreign publishers: Germany 
(Carlsen), Italy (Newton Compton), Rus-
sia (AST), Spain (Roca)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Firsts, YALSA Best Fiction for Young 
Adults pick. 
* Firsts, B&N Teen Blog, 16 YAs That 
Get it Right.  
* Firsts, Paste Magazine, 10 Best New YA 
Books in January 2016. 
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kathleen Rushall  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Laurie Elizabeth Flynn is a former model 
turned young adult author. She loves 
coffee, champagne, and her Chihuahua. 
She’s lived in Tokyo, Athens, and Paris, but 
now proudly calls London, Ontario her 
home. Firsts was her debut novel, and it 
was named one of the 16 “YAs That Get it 
Right” by teen readers on the B&N Teen 
Blog. Her next novel, Last Girl Lied To, was 
her first YA thriller.  
http://laurieelizabethflynn.wordpress.com  

http://laurieelizabethflynn.wordpress.com/
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Manu has been a secret all her life... 

 
LOBIZONA: Wolves of No World, book 1  
by Romina Garber   
 

Sixteen-year-old Manu has been a secret all her life. Growing up in Mi-
ami with Ma, she must hide her undocumented status from the Ameri-
can government, her existence from the powerful Argentine criminal 
organization that murdered her father, and her unnatural eyes from the 
world. All Manu wants is to finally belong. But then ICE takes Ma into 
custody, and Manu is left completely alone. After a lifetime of obeying 
Ma without question, Manu makes the first decision that’s her own. She 
tracks down her father’s family, only to learn they’re members of the 
very organization that killed him. And they all have her same alien eyes. 
Thinking she’s one of them, they welcome Manu into their dark and 
dangerous world, and she discovers her father wasn’t human—he was 
part of a cursed species that most Argentines think is a myth. They’re 
called Septimus. Manu’s sole chance for survival now is to blend in and 
pretend she’s one of them. If her heritage is uncovered, this time the 
punishment won’t be deportation. Septimus-human relations are out-
lawed. It’s no longer Manu’s residency that’s illegal—it’s her existence.  
 
“Romina crafts a timely tale of identity and adventure that every teen-
ager should read.” – Tomi Adeyemi, #1 New York Times bestselling 
author of Children of Blood and Bone  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Wednesday Books/St. Martin’s 
May 2020  
Hardcover  
102k words 
 
Genre: Young adult fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
Foreign sales: Spain (Urano)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Colum-
bia (Urano), France (Michel Lafon), Ger-
many (Piper), The Netherlands 
(Karakter), Mexico (Océano), Poland 
(Foksal), Russia (AST), Spain (Nuevo 
Extremo), Turkey (Pegasus), Vietnam 
(Alpha Books)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* First book in a duology.  
* Lead title.  
* B&N.com bestseller, Teen Books!  
* Under the penname Romina Russell, 
Romina is the New York Times bestsel-
ling author of the Zodiac series. 
 
 
Primary agent:  
Laura Rennert  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Romina Garber, under the pen name Romina 
Russell, is the New York Times and international 
bestselling author of the Zodiac series. She is 
based in Los Angeles and originally hails from 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. As a teen, Romina 
landed her first writing gig—College She Wrote, 
a weekly Sunday column for the Miami Her-
ald that was later picked up for national syndi-
cation—and she hasn’t stopped writing since. 
When she’s not working on a YA novel, Romina 
can be found producing movie trailers, taking 

photographs, or daydreaming about buying a new drum set. She is a 
graduate of Harvard College and a Virgo to the core.  
http://rominagarber.com  

I chase the food and pills with water and gaze out the 

window at the dusky violet sky. Any moment now, 

the shift will happen, and I’ll be transported to the 

only place where I don’t have to hide. The one world 

where it’s safe to be me. I come alive on the full 

moon. 

http://rominagarber.com/
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When the crown prince is kidnapped only the orphan 
called Nothing knows enough of his secrets to seek him in the 

demon-haunted fortress of the Sorceress Who Eats Girls  

 
NIGHT SHINE  
by Tessa Gratton   
 

How can you live without your heart? 
 
In the vast palace of the empress lives an orphan girl called Nothing. 
She slips within the shadows of the Court, unseen except by the Great 
Demon of the palace and her true friend, Prince Kirin, heir to the 
throne. When Kirin is kidnapped, only Nothing and the prince’s body-
guard suspect that Kirin may have been taken by the Sorceress Who 
Eats Girls, a powerful woman who has plagued the land for decades. 
The sorceress has never bothered with boys before, but Nothing has 
uncovered many secrets in her 16 years in the palace, including a few 
about the prince. 
 
As the empress’s army searches fruitlessly, Nothing and the bodyguard 
set out on a rescue mission, through demon-filled rain forests and past 
crossroads guarded by spirits. Their journey takes them to the gates of 
the Fifth Mountain, where the sorceress wields her power. There, Noth-
ing will discover that all magic is a bargain, and she may be more pow-
erful than she ever imagined. But the price the Sorceress demands for 
Kirin may very well cost Nothing her heart.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Margaret K. McElderry Books 

September 2020  
Hardcover  
94k words 
 
Genre: Young adult fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Foreign sales: Spain (Urano)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Brazil 
(V&R), Latin America (V&R)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Strange Grace, starred reviews Kirkus, 
VOYA.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Laura Rennert  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Tessa Gratton has wanted to be a paleon-
tologist or a wizard since she was seven. 
After traveling the world with her military 
family, she acquired a BA (and the im-
portant parts of an MA) in Gender Studies, 
then settled down in Kansas to tell stories 
about monsters, magic, and kissing. She’s 
the author of YA books The Blood Journals 
series, Gods of New Asgard series, and 
Strange Grace. For adults she’s the author 
of the fantasy novels The Queens of Innis 

Lear and Lady Hotspur (Tor). She’s also co-author of YA books The Curi-
osities and The Anatomy of Curiosity, as well as dozens of short stories 
available in anthologies and on merryfates.com. She is the associate di-
rector of Madcap Retreats and worked as the lead writer for Serial Box 
Publishing’s project Tremontaine . http://tessagratton.com  

Covering her face, Nothing tried not to think. She 

tried not to listen or feel. She was nothing. She was 

Nothing. Nothing could escape the Fifth Mountain. 

Nothing could rescue Kirin. It would be alright. 

http://tessagratton.com/
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Maybe the monster they truly need to slay  
has never been the Beast.... 

 
THE DECK OF OMENS  
by Christine Lynn Herman   
 

Though the Beast is seemingly subdued for now, a new threat looms in 
Four Paths: a corruption seeping from the Gray into the forest. And with 
the other Founders preoccupied by their tangled alliances and fraying 
relationships, only May Hawthorne seems to realize the danger. But 
saving the town she loves means seeking aid from the person her family 
despises most—her and Justin’s father.  
 
May’s father isn’t the only newcomer in town—Isaac Sullivan’s older 
brother has also returned,  seeking forgiveness for the role he played in 
Isaac’s troubled past. But Isaac isn’t ready to let go of his family’s histo-
ry, especially when that history might hold the key that he and Violet 
Saunders need to destroy the Gray and the monster within it.  
 
Harper Carlisle isn’t ready to forgive, either. Two devastating betrayals 
have left her isolated from her family and uncertain who to trust. With 
the veil between the Gray and the town growing ever thinner, all of the 
Founder descendants must put their grievances with one another aside 
to stop the corruption and kill the Beast once and for all.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also by Christine Lynn Herman  

 

“By the end of page one, I was hooked. By the end of chapter 
one, I was entranced. The pages of this book breathe and 
shiver and thrum, just like the trees of Herman’s deliciously 
eerie woods. These characters are unforgettable; the image-
ry is sublime. Fans of The Raven Boys and Stranger 
Things rejoice: This is your new obsession.” – Claire 
Legrand, New York Times bestselling author of Furyborn  

 

Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers   
April 2020  
Hardcover  
87k words 
 
Genre: Young adult fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
Translation  
 
Foreign sales: British (Titan), Germany 
(dtv), Poland (Bokowy Las), Russia 
(Exmo), Spain (Libros de Seda)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: British 
(Titan), Germany (dtv), Hungary 
(Maxim), Poland (Bokowy Las), Russia 
(Exmo), Spain (Libros de Seda)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* The Devouring Gray: 
— Indies Introduce title winter/spring 
2019.  
— Winter 2018/2019 Kids’ Indie Next 
List.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kelly Sonnack 
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Christine Lynn Herman is a recent graduate 
of the University of Rochester where she re-
ceived the Dean’s Prize in Fiction as well as 
the Meredith Goodman Bernstein Prize for 
her short fiction. Currently, she works as a 
literary assistant at Sanford J. Greenburger 
Associates. Christine developed the manu-
script for The Devouring Gray during Pitch 
Wars 2016 under the guidance of Amanda 
Foody, author of Daughter of the Burning 
City.  christinelynnherman.com  

christinelynnherman.com


16 

This debut novel in verse in the style of Elizabeth Acevedo and 
Jason Reynolds tells the story of Ada—daughter of an  

immigrant father and an African American mother—and her 
struggle to find a place for herself in America  

and in her own family  

 
EVERY BODY LOOKING  
by Candice Iloh   
 
Every Body Looking is a heavily autobiographical novel of a young wom-
an’s struggle to carve a place for herself—for her black female body—in 
a world of deeply conflicting messages. 
 
Told entirely in verse, Ada’s story encompasses her earliest memories 
as a child, including her abuse at the hands of a young cousin, her 
mother’s rejection and descent into addiction, and her father’s 
attempts to create a home for his American daughter more like the one 
he knew in Nigeria. 
 
The present-tense of the book is Ada’s first year at Howard University in 
Washington D.C., where she must finally confront the fundamental con-
flict between who her family says she should be and what her body tells 
her she must be.  
 
“This is a story about the sometimes toxic and heavy expectations set 
on the backs of first generation children, the pressures woven into the 
family dynamic, culturally and socially. About childhood secrets with 
sharp teeth. And ultimately, about a liberation that taunts every young 
person.” – Jason Reynolds, New York Times bestselling author  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Dutton Books for Young  
Readers/Penguin   
September 2020 
Hardcover  
28k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Primary agent:  
Patricia Nelson 
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Candice Iloh is a first-generation Nigerian-
American writer, performer, and teaching artist 
based in Brooklyn. She is an alumna of Howard 
University and holds an MFA in Writing for 
Young People from Lesley University, where 
she studied under Jason Reynolds. A recipient 
of fellowships from both VONA and Lambda 
Literary, she has also been a Rhode Island Writ-
ers Colony Writer-in-Residence. Candice is the 
author of three published poetry chapbooks 
and has performed her work around the US. In 

January 2018, she workshopped and performed a one woman show ver-
sion of Every Body Looking titled Ada, combining poetry, dance, and the-
ater, as part of a residency at Hi-ARTS in New York. Every Body Looking is 
her debut novel. www.becomher.com  

http://www.becomher.com/
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A riveting, ripped-from-the-headlines mystery that exposes 
horrific secrets hiding in the limelight  

and the power of a young woman’s voice 

 
GROWN  
by Tiffany D. Jackson   
 
Korey Fields is dead.  
 
When Enchanted Jones wakes with blood on her hands—and zero 
memory of the previous night—no one—the police and Korey’s fans 
included—has more questions than she does. All she really knows is 
that this isn’t how things are supposed to be. Korey was Enchanted’s 
ticket to stardom. 
 
Before there was a dead body, Enchanted was an aspiring singer, strug-
gling with her tight knit family’s recent move to the suburbs while trying 
to find her place as the lone Black girl in high school. But then legendary 
R&B artist Korey Fields spots her at an audition. And suddenly her 
dream of being a professional singer takes flight.  
 
Enchanted is dazzled by Korey’s luxurious life but soon Enchanted’s 
dream turns into a nightmare. Behind Korey’s charm and star power 
hides a dark side, one that wants to control her every move, with rage 
and consequences. Except now he’s dead and the police are at the 
door. Who killed Korey Fields?  
 
All signs point to Enchanted.  
 
Award-winning author Tiffany D. Jackson delivers another riveting, 
ripped-from-the-headlines mystery that exposes horrific secrets hiding 
in the limelight and the power of a young woman’s voice. 

 
 

 

 

Katherine Tegen Books/
HarperCollins  
September 2020 
Hardcover  
63k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Germany 
(Festa Verlag), Turkey (Sis)    
 
 
Highlights:  
* Lead title.  
* Monday’s Not Coming:  
— Best Books of 2018, School Library 
Journal, Barnes & Noble, Buzzfeed, A 
Mighty Girl. 
— Walter Dean Myers Honored Book. 
— Winner Coretta Scott King New Tal-
ent Award. 
* Let Me Hear a Rhyme: 
— Kirkus, Best Books of 2019.  
— Booklist Editors’ Choice for Books for 
Youth, 2019. 
— 2020 Texas TAYSHAS Reading List. 
— Five starred reviews.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Natalie Lakosil 
Laura Bradford Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Author Tiffany Jackson is currently a Pro-
duction Manager at BBC America and has 
worked nine years in the television busi-
ness, mainly on documentaries such as 
Lockdown, a prison subculture series for 
National Geographic. She is the founder 
of a group for writers of color called Write 
In BK, hosts her own blog, and has previ-
ously been a Social Media consultant for 
published writers and artists, including 
working with Jay Z’s label, Roc Nation. 

She’s the author of Allegedly, Monday’s Not Coming, and Let Me Hear a 
Rhyme, all of which earned starred reviews. http://writeinbk.com 

http://writeinbk.com/
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Two teenagers, strangers to each other, have decided to jump 
from the same bridge at the same time. But what results is far 
from straightforward in this absorbing, honest lifesaver from 

acclaimed author Bill Konigsberg  

 
THE BRIDGE  
by Bill Konigsberg   
 

Neither Tillie nor Aaron goes to the top of the George Washington 
Bridge with the idea that their life matters all that much. They don’t 
know each other, but one thing they share is the belief that no one will 
miss them when they’re gone. When they interrupt each other’s suicide 
plan they are forced to make a quick decision: jump or not jump. Based 
on the decision they each make in the split second that they sit a hun-
dred feet apart, staring at each other with one leg over the rail, the 
world splits into four alternate realities. 
 
What Tillie and Aaron don’t know is that every life is inexorably tied 
together, and there’s no way to predict the impact a life—or the ab-
sence of a life—can have. The Bridge is a depression sensitive, life-
affirming look at the epidemic of teen suicide. In the end, what is most 
clear is that when we opt out of life, we simply cannot know what hap-
pens next. 

 

Scholastic  
September 2020 
Hardcover  
105k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Brazil 
(Editora Arqueiro & Sextante), France 
(MxM Bookmark), Germany (Boje/
Lübbe), Spanish (Kakao Books), Vietnam 
(Phuong Bac Cultural Service & Trading 
Co.)  
 
 

Highlights:  
* Lead title. 
* Edited by David Levithan. 
* Out of the Pocket: 
— Winner Lambda Literary Award.  
* Openly Straight: 
— Winner Sid Fleischman Award for 
Humor.  
— YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults 
selection.  
* The Porcupine of Truth: 
— Winner PEN Center USA Literary 
Award. 
— Winner Stonewall Book Award.  
— YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults 
selection.  
* Honestly Ben: 
— Three starred reviews.  
 
 

Primary agent:  
Linda Epstein 
Emerald City Literary 
 
Material: Available  

Bill Konigsberg is the award-winning author 
of Out of the Pocket, Openly Straight, The Por-
cupine of Truth, and 2019’s The Music of What 
Happens. In 2018 NCTE-ALAN named an en-
dowed award after Bill for “Acts & Activism for 
Equity & Inclusion through Young Adult Litera-
ture.” Before he was a fiction writer, he was a 
sports writer and editor for The Associated 
Press, and his weekly fantasy baseball column 
appeared in newspapers across the US. In May 
of 2001, while working at ESPN.com, he came 

out on the front page of the website in an article entitled “Sports World 
Still a Struggle for Gays.” That article won him a GLAAD Media Award the 
following year. As an openly gay guy working in sports, he has spoken at 
countless venues across the country about that experience. He has 
written for The New York Times, New York Daily News, North Jersey Her-
ald and News, and Denver Post, to name a few. He lives outside of Phoe-
nix, Arizona with his husband and two Labradoodles.  
https://billkonigsberg.com   

He begins to laughsobhyperventilate. He bends at the 

waist and tries to expel the crazy pent up energy from 

everywhere it’s been hiding in his body.  

Behind his eyes.  

His toenails.  

Every inch of his skin.  

https://billkonigsberg.com/about/
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Return to the enchanting world of the Montague siblings in 
the finale to the New York Times bestselling and Stonewall 

Honor-winning series, featuring a teenage Adrian Montague as 
he desperately seeks the now adult Monty and Felicity—the 

older siblings he never knew he had  
 

THE NOBLEMAN’S GUIDE TO SCANDAL AND SHIPWRECKS  
by Mackenzi Lee   
 

The sole heir to his family’s fortune, Adrian Montague desperately 
wants to be free—from his father’s high expectations; the grief of losing 
his beloved mother; and the constant war being waged inside his mind. 
Adrian was diagnosed with hysteria at a young age, and it’s always been 
kept a secret. But when he has a breakdown at his engagement party, 
the public learns Adrian’s worst fear: he might not be fit to run the 
Montague estate. 
 
Thankfully, Adrian is given an opportunity to avoid the impending scan-
dal: a trip to the Caribbean to claim the last of his mother’s possessions. 
But along the way, Adrian discovers another secret lurking in his family 
tree. He is actually the youngest of three children—his sister Felicity 
and brother “Monty” went missing over a decade ago. Now Adrian has 
the chance to find them and offer to pass the estate back to the rightful 
heirs. 
 
But when Adrian finally tracks him down, Monty refuses to return 
home. The only thing he can convince Monty of is to accompany him 
across the ocean as an act of tribute to their mother, hoping that during 
the voyage he can persuade Monty into taking the weight of inheriting 
the estate off his shoulders. 
 
When they reach their destination, Adrian and Monty find something 
hidden in their mother’s belongings—a clue pointing to a valuable arti-
fact that could potentially save the Montague siblings from a curse that 
threatens their lives. But to retrieve it, they must chase an infamous 
myth through the wild sugar fields of Barbados to the haunting streets 
of New Orleans to mysterious uncharted islands off the edge of the 
map. 

 

Katherine Tegen Books/
HarperCollins  
August 2020 
Hardcover  
Estimated 100k words 
 
Genre: Young adult historical  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Brazil 
(Record), France (Univers Poche/Pocket 
Jeunesse), Germany (Königskinder), 
Hungary (Alexandra), Italy (Mondadori), 
Latin America (V&R), The Netherlands 
(Blossom Books), Poland (Kobiece), Ro-
mania (Corint), Russia (Bookmate), 
Spain (Urano), Thailand (Kaewkarn), 
Turkey (Pegasus)  
 
Highlights:  
* Series finale.  
* The Lady’s Guide to Petticoats and 
Piracy: 
— New York Times bestseller.  
— Three starred reviews.  
* The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and 
Virtue: 
— New York Times bestseller.  
— Winner Stonewall Honor.  
— NPR Best Book of 2017.  
— Five starred reviews.  
* This Monstrous Thing: 
— Winner PEN New England Children’s 
Book Discovery Award.   
 
Primary agent:  
Rebecca Podos 
Rees Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available end February 2020 

Mackenzi Lee holds an MFA in Writing for Children 
and Young Adults from Simmons College. In addi-
tion to winning the PEN award, her stories have 
been published in Talkin’ Blues, Pandora’s Box, The 
Friend, The Newport Review, and Inaccurate Reali-
ties. She is the author of the debut novel, This Mon-
strous Thing, which she wrote with the Emerging 
Artist Grant from the St. Boltoph Club Foundation, 
and which won the 2014 PEN New England Chil-
dren’s Book Discovery Award. Her second novel, 
The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue was a 

New York Times bestseller, a Kirkus Prize nominee, a Stonewall Honor 
winner, it was named one of the best books of 2017 by NPR and the New 
York Public Library, and it received five starred reviews. 
www.mackenzilee.wordpress.com  

http://www.mackenzilee.wordpress.com
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From New York Times bestselling author Mackenzi Lee comes  
a new historical exploration of gender, love, and family 

 

THE MADNESS BLOOMS  
by Mackenzi Lee   
 

In the height of the 17th Century Dutch tulip mania, Lena and Bas are all 
alone and penniless after the death of their guardian. The siblings were 
always cautioned against the lucrative, but risky, practice of tulip trad-
ing, but as the debts pile up, Lena and Bas start to get desperate. Lena 
meets the wealthy and beautiful Elsje who tells Lena that her father had 
planned on purchasing a rare tulip bulb but that their seller had fallen 
through. With the promise of a big payout, Lena risks her reputation 
and goes undercover as a man to con Elsje’s father into buying a fake 
bulb. But when Lena develops feeling for Elsje and starts spending more 
time in men’s clothes, her personal life begins to interfere with her plot.  

 

Katherine Tegen Books/
HarperCollins  
November 2020 
Hardcover  
83k words 
 
Genre: Young adult historical  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Foreign sales: France (Univers Poche/
Pocket Jeunesse), Italy (Mondadori), 
Netherlands (Blosson Books), Spanish 
(Urano)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Brazil 
(Record), France (Univers Poche/Pocket 
Jeunesse), Germany (Königskinder), 
Hungary (Alexandra), Italy (Mondadori), 
Latin America (V&R), Poland (Kobiece), 
Romania (Corint), Russia (Bookmate), 
Spain (Urano), Thailand (Kaewkarn), 
Turkey (Pegasus)  
 
Highlights:  
* The Lady’s Guide to Petticoats and 
Piracy: 
— New York Times bestseller.  
— Three starred reviews.  
* The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and 
Virtue: 
— New York Times bestseller.  
— Winner Stonewall Honor.  
— NPR Best Book of 2017.  
— Five starred reviews.  
 
Primary agent:  
Rebecca Podos 
Rees Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Mackenzi Lee holds an MFA in Writing for Children 
and Young Adults from Simmons College. In addi-
tion to winning the PEN award, her stories have 
been published in Talkin’ Blues, Pandora’s Box, The 
Friend, The Newport Review, and Inaccurate Reali-
ties. She is the author of the debut novel, This Mon-
strous Thing, which she wrote with the Emerging 
Artist Grant from the St. Boltoph Club Foundation, 
and which won the 2014 PEN New England Chil-
dren’s Book Discovery Award. Her second novel, 
The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue was a 

New York Times bestseller, a Kirkus Prize nominee, a Stonewall Honor 
winner, it was named one of the best books of 2017 by NPR and the New 
York Public Library, and it received five starred reviews. 
www.mackenzilee.wordpress.com  

It was the first time I’d seen myself in a proper 

mirror, and the change was more startling than I had 

expected. Even with Jan’s doublet swapped for Bas’s 

simple clothes, I looked so different. It was more than 

just my breasts wrapped against my chest and my 

white cap and bodice gone. Maybe it was my 

shoulders—I looked straighter. My jaw seemed better 

cut, my face not so soft. I liked the way I looked, I 

realized. I felt handsome, and handsomeness was 

welcome, unlike beauty, which had always felt 

shameful.  

http://www.mackenzilee.wordpress.com
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Acclaimed author Emery Lord crafts a gorgeous story of 
friendship and identity, daring to ask:  
What happens after happily ever after? 

 
THE MAP FROM HERE TO THERE 
by Emery Lord  
 

It’s senior year, and Paige Hancock is finally living her best life. She has a 
fun summer job, great friends, and a super charming boyfriend who 
truly gets her. But senior year also means big decisions. Feeling the 
weight of “the rest of her life” Paige’s anxiety begins to pervade every 
decision she makes. Her life is exactly how she always wanted it to be—
how can she leave it all behind next year? In her head, she knows there 
is so much more to life after high school. But in her heart, is it so terri-
ble to want everything to stay the same forever? Emery Lord’s award-
winning storytelling shines with lovable characters and a heartfelt ex-
ploration of life’s most important questions.  
 
“What a gift Emery Lord has given us with The Map from Here to There. 
Gut-bustingly funny and exquisitely tender, full of characters to fall in 
love with and writing that sings out loud, this is a book about figuring 
out what the rest of your life is going to look like. It’s a book about 
learning to be a person in the world.” – Katie Cotugno, New York Times 
bestselling author of 99 Days  
 
“Lord spends time developing her side characters with depth and ma-
turity, calling out stereotypes and using the characters to explore less 
common topics in teen literature. An engaging novel.” – School Library 
Connection 
 
“Lord hits the agonizing and comforting beats of the end of high school, 
capturing the nostalgia of old friendships and hard choices.” – Booklist 
 

Also by Emery Lord  
 

“Lord offers a sweet story of love and loss….The author is 
gentle with Paige as she struggles to redefine herself both in 
school and at home, as well as figure out who understands 
her best as she stumbles toward new romance.” – Publishers 
Weekly 
 

“A sweet story about forging an identity beyond tragedy.”  
– Kirkus  

 

Bloomsbury  
January 2020 
Hardcover  
78k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Hungary 
(Manó), Poland (Amber), Spanish 
(Planeta Mexico), Russia (AST), Turkey 
(Pegasus)  
 
Primary agent:  
Taylor Martindale Kean 
Full Circle Literary   
 
Material: Available  

Emery Lord graduated from Miami University 
with degrees in Strategic Communication (on 
purpose) and English Literature (earned acci-
dentally, by taking so many electives for fun). 
She is the author of The Start of Me and You, 
When we Collided, and The Names they Gave 
Us. Emery lives in Cincinnati with two rescue 
dogs, one scientist husband, and one baby. 
www.emerylord.com 

http://www.emerylord.com
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With Anna-Marie McLemore’s signature lush prose, Dark and 
Deepest Red pairs the forbidding magic of a fairy tale with a 

modern story of passion and betrayal   

 
DARK AND DEEPEST RED  
by Anna-Marie McLemore   
 

Summer, 1518. A strange sickness sweeps through Strasbourg: women 
dance in the streets, some until they fall down dead. As rumors of 
witchcraft spread, suspicion turns toward Lavinia and her family, and 
Lavinia may have to do the unimaginable to save herself and everyone 
she loves.  
 
Five centuries later, a pair of red shoes seal to Rosella Oliva’s feet, mak-
ing her dance uncontrollably. They draw her toward a boy who knows 
the dancing fever’s history better than anyone: Emil, whose family was 
blamed for the fever five hundred years ago. But there’s more to what 
happened in 1518 than even Emil knows, and discovering the truth may 
decide whether Rosella survives the red shoes.  
 
“McLemore weaves another magic spell….This novel will leave an indeli-
ble mark on readers’ hearts.” – Kirkus, starred review 
 
“McLemore fashions another gorgeous novel that reminds readers of 
the ways fairy-tale evils and, more importantly, love have their roots in 
the real world….McLemore’s well-choreographed story will dance on in 
readers’ minds.” – Booklist, starred review 
 
“One of the most beautiful books I’ve read in years. McLemore is a mas-
ter.” – Susan Dennard, New York Times bestselling author of the 
Witchlands series  
 
“The sort of book that ruins all other books for you. Lush, hypnotic, and 
an absolute feast for the senses….McLemore has once again proved 
themself to be one of the finest writers working today.” – Mackenzi 
Lee, New York Times bestselling author of The Gentleman’s Guide to 
Vice and Virtue  

 

Feiwel & Friends/Macmillan 
January 2020 
Hardcover  
78k words 
 
Genre: Young adult magical realism 
 
Rights available:  
British and translation 
 
Previous foreign publishers: Italy 
(Newton Compton), Spanish (Planeta 
Argentina), Turkey (Ithaki & Marti)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* The Weight of Feathers: 
— Finalist for the 2016 William C. Mor-
ris Debut Award. 
* When the Moon was Ours: 
— 2017 Stonewall Honor Book. 
* When the Moon was Ours: 
— Longlisted for the National Book 
Award.  
— Winner James Tiptree Jr. Award.  
* Wild Beauty: 
— Kirkus, Best Book of 2017. 
* Blanca & Roja: 
— New York Times Book Review Edi-
tors’ Choice.  
— Winner North California Book Award.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Taylor Martindale Kean 
Full Circle Literary   
 
Material: Available  

Anna-Marie McLemore (she/they) was born in the 
foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains and taught 
by their family to hear la llorona in the Santa Ana 
winds. Anna-Marie is the author of The Weight of 
Feathers, a finalist for the 2016 William C. Morris 
Debut Award; 2017 Stonewall Honor Book When 
the Moon Was Ours, which was longlisted for the 
National Book Award in Young People’s Literature 
and won the James Tiptree Jr. Award; Wild Beauty, 
a Kirkus Best Book of 2017; and Blanca & Roja, a 
New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice, and 

winner of a Northern California Book Award. Anna-Marie is currently on 
the faculty at Vermont College of Fine Arts.  
http://author.annamariemclemore.com  

http://author.annamariemclemore.com/p/welcome.html
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HarperTeen  
September 2020 
Hardcover  
82k words 
 
Genre: Young adult magical realism 
 
Rights available:  
British and translation 
 
Previous foreign publishers: Italy 
(Newton Compton), Spanish (Planeta 
Argentina), Turkey (Ithaki & Marti)  
 
Highlights:  
Anna-Marie McLemore  
* When the Moon was Ours: 
— 2017 Stonewall Honor Book. 
* When the Moon was Ours: 
— Longlisted for the National Book 
Award.  
— Winner James Tiptree Jr. Award.  
* Wild Beauty: 
— Kirkus Best Book of 2017. 
* Blanca & Roja: 
— New York Times Book Review Edi-
tors’ Choice.  
— Winner North California Book Award.  
Tehlor Kay Mejia  
* We Set the Dark on Fire: 
— Five starred reviews.  
— Junior Library Guild selection.  
— Cosmo.com, 15 Best Young Adult 
Books You’ll be Obsessed with in 2019.  
— Oprah Magazine, 10 of the Best 
Young Adult Books You’ll Love in 2019 
(so far). 
 
Primary agent:  
Taylor Martindale Kean 
Full Circle Literary   
 
Material: Available  
 
 

Their chances may be as small as their hometown,  
but their dreams are out of this world 

 
MISS METEOR  
by Anna-Marie McLemore & Tehlor Kay Mejia  
 

Miss Meteor is the delightful, charming, romantic story about two 
friends who don’t fit into their small town of Meteor, New Mexico. Lita 
is the girl made of stardust who came to earth with the town’s name-
sake meteor and who’s keeping a big secret: she’s turning back to star-
dust a little at a time—and doesn’t know how to stop it. Chicky is just 
trying to blend in, avoid her town bully, and help her family’s diner sur-
vive. But when Lita decides to enter the Fiftieth Annual Meteor Regional 
Pageant & Talent Competition Showcase—which might just be the key 
to her being able to stay on earth—Chicky comes to realize that they 
can’t just blend in, and if Lita could win, they might be able to change 
everything.  

Anna-Marie McLemore (she/they) was born in the 
foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains and taught 
by their family to hear la llorona in the Santa Ana 
winds. Anna-Marie is the author of The Weight of 
Feathers, a finalist for the 2016 William C. Morris 
Debut Award; 2017 Stonewall Honor Book When 
the Moon Was Ours, which was longlisted for the 
National Book Award in Young People’s Literature 
and won the James Tiptree Jr. Award; Wild Beauty, 
a Kirkus Best Book of 2017; Blanca & Roja, a New 
York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice, and win-

ner of a Northern California Book Award; and the forthcoming Dark and 
Deepest Red. Anna-Marie is currently on the faculty at Vermont College 
of Fine Arts. http://author.annamariemclemore.com  

Tehlor Kay Mejia is the author of the critically ac-
claimed young adult fantasy novel We Set the Dark 
on Fire as well as its forthcoming sequel, We Un-
leash the Merciless Storm. Her middle-grade debut, 
Paola Santiago and the River of Tears, releases from 
Rick Riordan Presents in 2020. Her debut novel re-
ceived five starred reviews, and was chosen as an 
Indie’s Next Pick and a Junior Library Guild selec-
tion, as well as being an Indiebound bestseller in 
the Pacific Northwest region. It has been featured 
in Seventeen, Cosmopolitan, and O Magazine’s best 

books of 2019 lists. Tehlor lives in Oregon with her daughter, a dog that 
matches her hair, and several rescued houseplants. 
www.tehlorkaymejia.com 

http://author.annamariemclemore.com/p/welcome.html
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Margo and Hank have a profoundly deep relationship.  
One hitch: Hank has been dead for two months  

 
LAZARUS  
by Maryanne Melloan Woods  

Margo and Hank are two teens in tiny, god-forsaken Lazarus, Nebraska. 
They have a profoundly deep relationship; the only hitch is that Hank 
has been dead for two months. Somehow he has remained in limbo—
no doubt due to the sheer force of their love, and unfinished work to be 
done.  
 
When the pair get tangled up investigating the latest local murder—
with Margo doing the everyday detective work and the late Hank spying 
on suspects unseen—they discover nothing and no one in Lazarus are 
as they seem. The investigation becomes more dangerous, and it’s up 
to Hank to protect Margo—as much as a ghost-bodyguard-boyfriend 
can. While clinging to each other, the teens uncover the sinister secrets 
of the people they’ve known all their lives, reopen the cold case of Mar-
go’s mother’s death, and learn how to face their past—and how to 
move on.  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Owl Hollow Press  
August 2020  
Trade paperback  
53k words 
 
Genre: Young adult paranormal   
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Primary agent:  
Liza Fleissig  
Liza Royce Agency  
 
Material: Available April 2020  
 
 
 

Maryanne Melloan Woods is a screen-
writer/playwright currently living in the 
New York area. As a tv writer/producer, 
Maryanne has written for many network 
and cable shows, including Suddenly Su-
san for NBC, The Chris Isaak Show for 
Showtime, and Partners for Fox. She’s 
also developed TV pilots for Walt Disney 
TV and Paramount. Maryanne’s plays 
have been staged by theatres and pro-
grams around the country. She also has 

taught screenwriting at the Gotham Writers Workshop in New York, 
UCLA, and the American Film Institute. She’s the author of the non-
fiction book, Rock and Roll Revealed, and has recently developed two 
plays with Playwrights’ Theatre of New Jersey. Lazarus is her debut nov-
el.  

Hank hangs his head, a wave of toffee-brown hair 

falling over his glasses. He forgot he was dead again—

he does that sometimes—and just jumped into the 

conversation. I could tell my Dad, No, really, he’s 
actually here. As here as you and me. Because I 

believe he really is. I’m just the only one who can see 

him. But that’s not going to fly. So I just smile my 

weak Grief Girl smile and look down at my orange 

and magenta ensemble, which isn’t hiding anything. 
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A beautifully drawn graphic novel about the relationship 
between two young women in a near-future, soft sci-fi setting 

 
ALWAYS HUMAN  
by Ari North   
 

In the near-future, people use technology to give the illusion of all kinds 
of body modifications—but some people have “Egan’s Syndrome,” a 
highly sensitive immune system that rejects these “mods” and are una-
ble to use them. Those who are affected maintain a “natural” appear-
ance, reliant on cosmetics and hair dye at most to help them play with 
their looks. 
 
Sunati is attracted to Austen the first time she sees her and is drawn to 
what she assumes is Austen’s bravery and confidence to live life un-
modded. When Sunati learns the truth, she’s still attracted to Austen 
and asks her on a date. Gradually, their relationship unfolds as they deal 
with friends, family, and the emotional conflicts that come with every 
romance. Together, they will learn and grow in a story that reminds us 
no matter how technology evolves, we will remain...always human. 
 
Rendered in beautiful detail and an extraordinary color palette, Always 
Human is a sweet love story told by queer woman cartoonist Ari North. 

 

Little Bee Books  
May 2020 
Hardcover  
256 pages  
 
Genre: Young adult science fiction  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
 
Highlights: 
* First serialized on the popular app and 
website WebToon, Always Human ran 
from 2015-2017 and amassed over 
76,000 unique subscribers during its 
run. 
* Published in sponsorship with GLAAD.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Maria Vicente 
P.S. Literary Agency 
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Ari North is a queer cartoonist who be-
lieves an entertaining story should also be 
full of diversity and inclusion. As a writer, 
an artist, and a musician, she wrote, 
drew, and composed the music 
for Always Human, a complete romance/
sci-fi webcomic about two queer girls 
navigating maturity and finding happi-
ness. She’s currently working on a second 
webcomic, Aerial Magic, which is about 
the everyday lives of the witches who 

work at a broomstick repair shop. She lives in Australia with her hus-
band.  
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The Last Teenagers on Earth return home to find a colony of 
survivors who aren’t who they seem… 

 
THE FIRST 7 
by Laura Pohl   
 

Welcome home. Someone’s been waiting. Clover Martinez and The Last 
Teenagers on Earth are busy exploring the galaxy after leaving earth 
behind….even if they can’t help but be a little homesick. So when their 
ship receives a distress signal from their former planet, they hope 
against hope that it means other survivors.  
 
But as soon as they arrive, they realize something’s deeply wrong: 
strange crystal formations have popped up everywhere and there’s 
some sort of barrier keeping them from leaving. Seeking the origin of 
the formations and the reason for the barrier, the group discovers a 
colony of survivors hidden in the mountains. But the survivors aren’t 
who they seem…. 
 
“A humorous and action-packed story...shocking plot twists and the 
underlying mystery—peppered with expertly handled discussions of 
PTSD and suicide—will nonetheless satisfy in this fast-paced but in-
depth read.” – Booklist  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Also by Laura Pohl  

 

“The Last 8 is diverse and immersive science fiction....With 
its powerful world building and emotional twists, The Last 
8 is a beautifully fresh take on the idea of an alien apoca-
lypse.” – Foreword Reviews 
 

“This debut is, at times, both joyful and heartbreak-
ing….Pohl’s characters are tough, funny, and brave as they 
manage to persevere despite the debilitating weight of 
grief.” – Booklist  

 

Sourcebooks Fire  
March 2020 
Hardcover  
75k words 
 
Genre: Young adult science fiction  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
 
Highlights: 
* Sequel to The Last 8.  
* The Last 8, finalist 2019 International 
Latino Book Award  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Laura Bradford  
Bradford Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Laura Pohl was born in Braunschweig, Germany to 
Brazilian parents who love to travel. She has spent 
most of her life in Curitiba, Brazil, moved to Sydney, 
Australia and currently resides in São Paulo, major-
ing in Literature at the University of São Paulo. She 
discovered her writing passion after winning a con-
test on writing a letter to Santa Claus at 10 years 
old, and has never stopped writing since. She reads 
every type of science fiction and young adult, and 
has a mother who is a passionate fan of Star 
Wars—which would explain her literary tastes. The 

Last 8 was her debut novel. http://onlybylaura.com 

http://onlybylaura.com/
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A debut YA which explores the power of youth and music 
as well as the moral complexities of taking a stand  

 
VINYL UNDERGROUND  
by Rob Rufus   
 

During the tumultuous year of 1968, four teens are drawn together: 
Ronnie, who is grieving his brother’s death in Vietnam; Milo, Ronnie’s 
bookish best friend; “Ramrod,” a star athlete who is secretly avoiding 
the draft; and Hana, the tough and beautiful new girl who is Japanese, 
which doesn’t sit well with the segregated high school. Needing a sanc-
tuary, the eclectic group forms a record club, the “Vinyl Underground,” 
where they meet to spin music, joke, debate, and escape the stifling 
norms of their small Southern town.  
 
When Ronnie begins sharing his brother’s letters from Vietnam, and 
each day brings more shocking and unsettling news, the club’s disillu-
sion with authority grows. Not to mention their fear of the draft, which 
looms heavily above Ronnie’s upcoming 18th birthday. Together, they 
hatch a creative plan to keep Ronnie from being drafted. But when a 
stunning act of racially-charged violence rocks the gang to their core, 
they decide it’s time for an epic act of rebellion….The Vinyl Under-
ground explores the power of youth, and music, as well as the moral 
complexities of taking a stand.  
 
“Few modern-day YA books deal with the complexities of the Vietnam 
War era, and Rufus does so with up-front honesty, portraying the exis-
tential fear that boys like Ronnie faced in the form of the draft. He also 
shows the effects of the civil rights movement in galvanizing righteous 
anger while also exposing deeply embedded—and shockingly violent—
racism for all to see. This book fuses these events in American history 
with a defiant rock-and-roll edge that will keep readers engrossed to 
the very end.” – Booklist   
 
 

 

Flux  
March 2020 
Trade paperback  
70k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary 
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* A Junior Library Guild selection. 
* The author and his band will be creat-
ing a record of songs inspired by the 
book. The record will be sold in record 
stores in the US with the print book.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Shannon Hassan 
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Rob Rufus is an author, musician, screen-
writer, and activist. His literary debut, Die 
Young With Me (Touchtone 2016) received 
the American Library Association’s Alex 
Award and was named one of The Best 
Books of the Year by Hudson Booksellers. It 
is currently being developed for the screen. 
Rob lives in East Nashville, Tennessee. 
www.robrufus.net  

She’s obviously psycho, I told myself as I rubbed my 

face. You did what you could, but she’s not your 
problem, Ronnie. This is not your problem— 

I scoffed at myself for being a chump as I followed her 

into the night. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.robrufus.net%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2d5ecbc4b965481d0aa108d70a3418d4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636989091184268981&sdata=%2FbrSZaaoJoQjrEs6MKaRaVfuxQqNF8u2Bi6Ec%2Bqth3k%3D&re
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Ten years after witnessing her best friend’s kidnapping,  
Dee copes by anonymously launching a podcast to help solve 

missing persons cases, but then another girl  
close to Dee goes missing  

 
I HOPE YOU’RE LISTENING  
by Tom Ryan  
 
When Dee Skinner was seven years old, she was forced to watch help-
lessly as her best friend Sibby Carmichael was abducted by strangers in 
the woods behind their neighborhood. Ten years later, the mystery is 
still unsolved, and Dee has learned to cope with her guilt over that terri-
ble day by starting a podcast. Not only is Radio Silent wildly popular, 
with tens of thousands of devoted followers, it’s also proactive. With 
her voice disguised with filters, Dee becomes The Seeker, and prompts 
her listeners to help solve missing persons cases by sharing information 
and searching for clues online. Aside from her best friend Burke, no-
body knows about Dee’s secret identity, and that’s how she’d like to 
keep things. 
 
When the little girl now living in Dee’s old house goes missing, and a 
note is left behind alluding to Sibby’s disappearance, the old case is un-
earthed and Dee’s carefully maintained anonymity is threatened. Then 
an email appears in her inbox drawing a direct connection between 
Layla’s disappearance and Sibby’s, and suggesting that Sibby is still 
alive, and Dee decides that there’s no hiding from the past. With some 
help from Burke, her army of online investigators, and the cute new girl 
across the street, she decides to tackle both investigations on her own. 
 
As Dee sinks deeper into both mysteries, she’s faced with some uncom-
fortable questions: is she ready for what she learns about the missing 
girls? More importantly, is she ready for what learns about herself? 
 

 

Also by Tom Ryan  
 

“When the truth finally reveals itself, it’s breathtakingly 
chilling. Set across the lush backdrop of an oceanside vaca-
tion town, the mystery unfurls like a thick fog, eerie and 
wholly immersive….A tightly plotted mystery with an unfor-
gettably unnerving reveal.” – Kirkus, starred review  
 

“Keep This to Yourself delivers twists and turns aplenty, but 
its personal elements are just as thrilling and suspenseful, 
with stakes almost as high.” – Quill and Quire  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Albert Whitman 
Fall 2020  
Hardcover 
86k words 
 
Genre: Young adult thriller  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Keep This to Yourself 
— TV rights optioned by Robert Munic 
of Pull the Pin Productions and Cheryl 
Bayer of Living Popups, with Munic and 
Baker producing. 
— PRIDE.com, Amazing LGBTQ Books 
of 2019.  
— Parade, 10 Buzzworthy YA Books to 
Read in 2019.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Eric Smith 
P.S. Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Tom Ryan was born and raised in Inverness, Nova 
Scotia, and currently lives in Halifax with his hus-
band. His debut novel, Way To Go was a nominee 
for the OLA White Pine Award and made the 
2013 ALA Rainbow List as well as YALSA’s 2013 
Quick Picks. His follow-up, Tag Along, was 
nominated for a number of distinctions, including 
Canadian Children’s Books Council Best Books, 
the 2013 ALA Rainbow List, and was a nominee 
for the OLA White Pine Award and the Stellar 
Award. www.tomryanauthor.com  

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tomryanauthor.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca393757ba2da4343345d08d561f1912b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636522612515292345&sdata=%2BmmtMRUN7FqgHhGxPLQMXNMORv9YE6xEJrCBkSujiG0%3D
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Pride could be the time of their lives… 
if they can figure out how to get there 

 
WHEN YOU GET THE CHANCE  
by Tom Ryan & Robin Stevenson  
 

As kids, Mark and his cousin Talia spent many happy summers together 
at the family cottage in Ontario, but a fight between their parents put 
an end to the annual event. Living on opposite coasts they haven’t seen 
each other in years.  
 
When their grandfather dies unexpectedly, Mark and Talia find them-
selves reunited at the cottage once again. Mark and Talia are both 
queer, but they soon realize that’s about all they have in common, oth-
er than the fact that they’d both prefer to be in Toronto. Talia is desper-
ate to see her high school sweetheart Erin, who’s barely been in touch 
since leaving to spend the summer working at a coffee shop in the gay 
village. Mark, on the other hand, is just looking for some fun, and To-
ronto Pride seems like the perfect place to find it.  
 
When a series of complications throws everything up in the air, Mark 
and Talia decide to hit the road for Toronto. With a bit of luck, and 
some help from a series of unexpected new friends, they might just 
make it to the big city and find what they’re looking for.  
 

 

Running Press  
May 2020 
Hardcover  
59k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
 
Highlights:  
Tom Ryan  
* Keep This to Yourself 
— PRIDE.com Amazing LGBTQ Books of 
2019.  
— Parade 10 Buzzworthy YA Books to 
Read in 2019.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Eric Smith 
P.S. Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Tom Ryan was born and raised in Inverness, Nova 
Scotia, and currently lives in Halifax with his hus-
band. His debut novel, Way To Go was a nominee 
for the OLA White Pine Award and made the 
2013 ALA Rainbow List as well as YALSA’s 2013 
Quick Picks. His follow-up, Tag Along, was 
nominated for a number of distinctions, including 
Canadian Children’s Books Council Best Books, 
the 2013 ALA Rainbow List, and was a nominee 
for the OLA White Pine Award and the Stellar 
Award. www.tomryanauthor.com  
Robin Stevenson is the author of many books for 
children including Pride Colors, My Body My 
Choice: The Fight for Abortion Rights, and Kid Ac-
tivists. She was born in England but moved to 
Canada as a kid. She studied philosophy and so-
cial work at university and worked as a counsel-
lor—mostly with survivors of sexual assault. 
https://robinstevenson.com 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tomryanauthor.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca393757ba2da4343345d08d561f1912b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636522612515292345&sdata=%2BmmtMRUN7FqgHhGxPLQMXNMORv9YE6xEJrCBkSujiG0%3D
https://robinstevenson.com/
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Today she hates him. 
Tonight she puts up with him. 

Tomorrow...maybe she’s already fallen for him 

 
TODAY TONIGHT TOMORROW  
by Rachel Lynn Solomon   
 

It’s the last day of senior year. Rowan Roth and Neil McNair have been 
bitter rivals for all of high school, clashing on test scores, student coun-
cil elections, and even gym class pull-up contests. While Rowan, who 
secretly wants to write romance novels, is anxious about the future, 
she’d love to beat her infuriating academic nemesis one last time.  
 
When Neil is named valedictorian, Rowan has only one chance at victo-
ry: Howl, a senior class game that takes them all over Seattle, a farewell 
tour of the city she loves. But after learning a group of seniors is out to 
get them, she and Neil reluctantly decide to team up until they’re the 
last players left—and then they’ll destroy each other. As Rowan spends 
more time with Neil, she realizes he’s much more than the awkward 
linguistics nerd she sparred with for the past four years. And, perhaps, 
this boy she claims to despise might actually be the boy of her dreams.  
 

 

 

Simon Pulse    
June 2020 
Hardcover  
86k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
romance  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Foreign sales: France (Editions Milan)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Spain 
(Libros de Seda) 
 
Primary agent:  
Laura Bradford 
Bradford Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Rachel Lynn Solomon is a Seattle native who 
loves rainy days, her tiny dog, tap dancing, old 
movies, red lipstick, and books with flawed, com-
plicated characters. In high school, she sang in a 
riot grrrl band, and she was once part of a group 
of people who broke a Guinness World Record for 
the most natural redheads in one place. She has 
written for newspapers, produced a radio show 
that aired in the middle of the night, and worked 
for NPR. Currently she works in the education 
field. She also works as a book coach. You’ll Miss 

Me When I’m Gone was her debut novel. www.rachelsolomonbooks.com  

I’ve despised him ever since, but I can’t deny he’s 

been a worthy antagonist. That essay contest made 

me determined to beat him the next chance I got, 

whatever it happened to be—and I did, in an election 

for freshman class rep. He turned around and 

narrowly edged me in a history class debate. So I 

collected more cans than he did for environmental 

club, further cementing us as competitors. We’ve 

compared test scores and GPAs and clashed on 

everything from school projects to gym class pull-up 

contests. We can’t seem to stop trying to one-up each 

other…until now. 

http://www.rachelsolomonbooks.com/
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In this gripping, romantic sequel to These Witches Don’t Burn, 
Hannah must work alongside her new girlfriend to take down 

the Hunters desperate to steal her magic  

 
THIS COVEN WON’T BREAK  
by Isabel Sterling   
 

Hannah Walsh just wants a normal life. It’s her senior year, so she 
should be focusing on classes, hanging out with her best friend, and 
flirting with her new girlfriend, Morgan. But it turns out surviving a mur-
derous Witch Hunter doesn’t exactly qualify as a summer vacation, and 
now the rest of the Hunters seem more intent on destroying her magic 
than ever. 
 
When Hannah learns the Hunters have gone nationwide, armed with a 
serum capable of taking out entire covens at once, she’s desperate to 
help. Now, with witches across the country losing the most important 
thing they have—their power—Hannah could be their best shot at final-
ly defeating the Hunters. After all, she’s one of the only witches to es-
cape a Hunter with her magic intact. 
 
Or so everyone believes. Because as good as she is at faking it, doing 
even the smallest bit of magic leaves her in agony. The only person who 
can bring her comfort, who can make her power flourish, is Morgan. 
But Morgan’s magic is on the line, too, and if Hannah can’t figure out 
how to save her—and the rest of the Witches—she’ll lose everything 
she’s ever known. And as the Hunters get dangerously close to their 
final target, will all the Witches in Salem be enough to stop an enemy 
determined to destroy magic for good?  
 
 

 
Also by Isabel Sterling  

 

“Though this is not a coming-out story, Hannah’s proud lesbi-
anism is prominent in this thoroughly entertaining mystery. 
With the presence of a fluffy romance and the promise of an 
action-packed sequel, readers will drink this one up.” – Bulle-
tin of the Center for Children’s Books 
 

“[U]tterly bewitching in every way.” – Dahlia Adler, author 
of Under the Lights  

 

Razorbill   
May 2020 
Hardcover  
88k words 
 
Genre: Young adult fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
Previous foreign sales: Latin America 
(V&R), Poland (Poznanskie)   
 
 
Highlights:  
* Sequel to These Witches Don’t Burn. 
* These Witches Don’t Burn: 
— Popsugar 39 Must-Read Books of 
2019.  
— Epic Reads 16 Must-Have YA Books 
for Spring Reading.  
— Cosmo.com, 11 Best YA Books You’ll 
Be Obsessed with in 2019.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kathleen Rushall  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Isabel Sterling is a queer #ownvoices writer of 
middle-grade and young adult novels. Before 
finding her way to the world of books, Isabel 
channeled her love of storytelling into a music 
composition degree. Isabel is currently a mem-
ber of her local RWA chapter, mentors as part 
of Author Mentor Match, and provides query 
and pitch critiques for new #DVpit partici-
pants. She lives in central New York with her 
fiancée and their brood of furry children: cats 
Oliver and December and a mischievous bea-

gle puppy named Lily. www.isabelsterling.com  

http://www.isabelsterling.com/
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The Gemini Thief could be anyone. Your father, your mother, 
your best friend’s crazy uncle. Some country music star’s  

deranged sister. Anyone. Someone is stealing Tennessee’s 
boys. Report suspicious behavior 

 
THE JUNE BOYS  
by Court Stevens   
 

The Gemini Thief is a serial kidnapper, who takes three boys and holds 
them captive from June 1st to June 30th of the following year. The June 
Boys endure 13 months of being stolen, hidden, observed, and fed be-
fore they are released, unharmed, by their masked captor. The Thief is a 
pro, having eluded authorities for nearly a decade and taken at least 12 
boys. Now Thea Delacroix has reason to believe the Gemini Thief took a 
13th victim: her cousin, Aulus McClaghen.  
 
But the game changes when one of the kidnapped boys turns up dead. 
Together with her boyfriend Nick and her best friends, Thea is deter-
mined to find the Gemini Thief and the remaining boys before it’s too 
late. Only she’s beginning to wonder something sinister, something re-
pulsive, something unbelievable, and yet, not impossible: What if her 
father is the Gemini Thief?  
 
From award-winning and highly acclaimed author Court Stevens comes 
a heart-wrenching story of small towns, rumors, and 13 missing boys.  
 
 

Thomas Nelson  
March 2020  
Hardcover  
77k words 
 
Genre: Young adult thriller  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Dress Codes for Small Towns, starred 
reviews Publishers Weekly, Booklist, 
Kirkus  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kelly Sonnack 
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Court C. Stevens’ debut novel was Faking 
Normal (HarperTeen, February 2014), 
which Hypable picked as a best book of 
2014. Her book Dress Codes for Small 
Towns received three starred reviews. Her 
latest novel, Four, Three, Two, One, was 
called “gripping” and “deeply moving” by 
Booklist. She is the winner of a Scholastic 
Arts and Writing Gold Award, has a Mas-
ters in Counseling, and works with teens 
every day. http://quartland.blogspot.com  

Not knowing feels like you’re being digested. There 

are even days where I long for someone to call and 

tell me they’ve found Aulus’s body, just to be released 

from hoping.  

http://quartland.blogspot.com
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A reissue of New York Times bestselling author  
Courtney Summers’s award-winning debut  

 
CRACKED UP TO BE  
by Courtney Summers  
 

The high price of perfection is one ‘Perfect’ Parker Fadley always be-
lieved she was willing to pay until the devastating events at a party dur-
ing junior year fractures the lives of her family and friends. A terrible 
thing has happened and only Parker knows it’s her fault. If being a per-
fect daughter, student, friend, and girlfriend couldn’t keep her from 
making an unforgivable mistake, Parker hopes becoming a perfect mess 
will at least keep her loved ones from discovering the truth—until the 
arrival of a curious new student and the unexpected return of an old 
enemy threaten her tenuous grip on control. Parker will do anything to 
keep her secret from surfacing...but this time the cost might be more 
than she can afford. Cracked Up to Be features the unforgettable char-
acter that started it all, now with a new foreword from the author.  
 
“Courtney Summers is a writer who pulls no punches and Parker Fadley 
is a character you won’t forget. Together, they create a novel that will 
keep you on edge, turning pages long into the night.” – K.L Going, au-
thor of Saint Iggy 
 
“Told in beautifully rendered, spare, haunting prose...Courtney Sum-
mers has written a remarkable debut. I thought about this one long 
after I’d reached the end.” – Alyson Noël, author of Saving Zoë 
 
“Summers expertly navigates the dangerous waters of high school, 
leading her readers on until she reveals the grim secret that led her 
troubled heroine to the brink of suicide. Fans of Lois Duncan and Chris-
topher Pike will appreciate this dark tale.” – Martha O’Connor, author 
of Bitch Posse 
 
“Summers’ writing is sparse, gritty, and taut, and laced with the raunchy 
speech of high school hallways. Both the mysterious cause of Parker’s 
breakdown and her gloriously erratic behaviour make for compelling 
reading, transforming this popularity-gone-awry premise into a page-
turning drama with the tension of a whodunit.” – Quill & Quire  

 

Wednesday Books/St. Martin’s  
February 2020  
Hardcover  
61k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Foreign sales: Romania (Corint)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Brazil 
(V&R Brazil), China (Beijing White Horse 
Time Culture Development), Czech 
(Albatros), Estonia (RAHVA Raamat), 
Finland (Karisto Oy), French Canada 
(Sogides Group/Editions de l’Homme), 
France (La Martinière Jeunesse), Germa-
ny (Beltz), Hungary (Könyvmolyképzö), 
Israel (Yedioth Books), Italy (Rizzoli), 
Japan (Hayakawa), Korea (Golden Time), 
Latin America (V&R), Norway 
(Aschehoug), Poland (Poznańskie), Por-
tugal (20/20 Editora), Romania (Corint), 
Russia (Rosman), Serbia (Vulkan), Slo-
vakia (Albatros), Spain (La Galera), Thai 
(Se-Education), Turkey (Ithaki)  
 
Highlights:  
* New foreword by the author.  
* New York Times bestselling author. 
* Sadie, winner Edgar Award YA. 
* Sadie, winner 2018 Cybils Award.   
 
Primary agent:  
Amy Tipton 
Signature Literary Agency 
 
Material: Available  

Courtney Summers is the author of award-
winning young adult novels including This is 
Not a Test, Fall for Anything, Some Girls Are, 
and Cracked Up to Be. All the Rage, her fifth 
novel, trended on twitter with its #ToTheGirls 
campaign, received three starred reviews, 
and landed on many “best of” lists. Her latest 
novel, Sadie, was a New York Times bestseller 
and won the Edgar Award for best Young 
Adult and the Cyblis Award along with receiv-
ing wide acclaim. http://courtneysummers.ca  

http://courtneysummers.ca/
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A debut about the complexities of grief, sexuality, and the  
secrets we choose to keep—perfect for fans of Adam Sil-

vera’s History is All You Left Me, Our Own Private Universe by 
Robin Talley, and Run by Kody Keplinger  

 

WHO I WAS WITH HER  
by Nita Tyndall    
 

Corinne Parker is a runner. She runs on her high school’s cross-country 
team and in the woods behind her house. She runs away from her 
flighty, alcoholic mother and her clueless father. And she runs from the 
truth she won’t admit to herself, or to anyone—that she’s bisexual, and 
she’s dating the captain of the rival cross-country team, Maggie Bailey. 
But then Maggie dies, and Corinne has no one to turn to. 
 
Not her parents, not the best friend she’s pushed away for a year. Not 
Maggie’s brother, Dylan. What is it like to grieve for someone, all on 
your own? To be heartbroken over a relationship no one knew existed? 
To be among the people who loved the person you lost, but have no 
idea who you are? 
 
The only person she has is Elissa, a girl she barely knows; a stranger 
who’s the only one who has any idea how Corinne is hurting because 
she dated Maggie, too. As Corinne begins to fall for Elissa, she realizes 
she didn’t know Maggie as well as she thought, and she realizes that 
what Maggie and everyone else wanted for her—coming out, Division I 
schools, a life outside of her small North Carolina town—may not be 
what she wants. But the only way Corinne’s going to figure out what 
she wants is if she stops running. 

 

HarperTeen   
September 2020  
Hardcover  
61k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Primary agent:  
Eric Smith 
P.S. Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Nita Tyndall is a short Southern queer with 
very strong opinions about the best kind 
of barbecue (hint: it’s vinegar-based.) They are 
a 2017 Lambda Literary Writer’s Retreat Fellow 
in YA literature. In addition to being a YA writ-
er, they moderate for YA Pride and do literary 
translation from German to English. They also 
write for the Barnes & Noble YA blog, B&N 
Teens, and have written for outlets like Auto-
straddle. They live in North Carolina with their 
partner and pets. Who I Was With Her is their 

first novel. www.nitatyndall.com  

When I hear that she’s dead, I run.  

I hear it from the girls in the locker room. It threads 

through their conversation so carelessly, did you hear 
a girl from Leesboro died weaving through talk of 

which girl gave a blowjob to Jack Morris behind the 

bleachers and who’s going to Matt’s party this 

weekend. The thread of it snags in my gut, because 

Leesboro was Maggie’s school.  

https://www.nitatyndall.com/


35 

Beloved author Kasie West once again delivers a witty, light-
hearted romance that will charm her legions of fans and 

is perfect for readers of Jenny Han and Huntley Fitzpatrick  

 
MOMENT OF TRUTH  
by Kasie West   
 

At 16, Hadley Moore knows exactly who she is—a swimmer who will 
earn a scholarship to college. Totally worth all the hard work, even if 
her aching shoulders don’t agree. 
 
So when a guy dressed as Hollywood’s latest action hero, Heath Hall, 
crashes her swim meet, she isn’t amused. Instead, she’s determined to 
make sure he doesn’t bother her again. Only she’s not sure exactly 
who he is.  
 
The swim meet isn’t the first event the imposter has interrupted, but a 
little digging turns up a surprising number of people who could be 
Heath Hall, including Hadley’s ex-boyfriend and her best friend’s crush. 
She soon finds herself getting caught up in the mysterious world of the 
fake Heath Hall. 
 
As Hadley gets closer to uncovering the masked boy’s identity, she also 
discovers some uncomfortable truths about herself—like she might re-
sent the long shadow her late brother has cast over her family, that she 
isn’t as happy as she pretends to be with her life choices…and that she’s 
falling for the last guy she ever thought she would like. 
 

 

HarperTeen   
March 2020  
Hardcover  
65k words 
 
Genre: Young adult contemporary  
romance  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Brazil 
(Verus), Bulgaria (Emas), Czech 
(Albatros), Denmark (Carlsen), Estonia 
(Ersen), France (Hugo & cie), Germany 
(HarperCollins Germany), Hungary 
(Manó), Indonesia (Haru, PT Elexmedia 
Komputindo), Italy (Mondadori Ragazzi), 
The Netherlands (Leopold), Macedonia 
(Ars Lamina), Poland (Jacek Kaszyk), 
Romania (Corint), Russia (AST), Slovakia 
(Slovart), Spain (Urano), Turkey 
(Pegasus) 
 
Primary agent:  
Michelle Wolfson  
Wolfson Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Kasie West has written many books since her de-
but Pivot Point (February 2013), which received a 
starred review in Publishers Weekly. Her contem-
porary YA includes such fan favorites as The Dis-
tance Between Us (Harper 2013), The Fill-in Boy-
friend (Harper 2015), and P.S. I Like You 
(Scholastic 2016). Her books have received nu-
merous awards and accolades including a 2015 
ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers (On the 
Fence), 2014 YALSA BFYA (Pivot Point), 2013 
Whitney and Goodreads Choice Awards and 

Nominations (Pivot Point, The Distance Between Us, By Your Side). As a 
stay-at-home mom of four children, Kasie hears lots of melodramatic 
versions of larger-than-life events. In the summer months you can find 
Kasie wakeboarding on the lake with her family, trying to survive the 100
-degree temperatures of Central California. She graduated with a BA in 
liberal studies, with a strong focus on linguistics and psychology, from 
Fresno State University. www.kasiewest.com  

http://www.kasiewest.com/
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Delacorte  
November 2020  
Hardcover  
104k words 
 
Genre: Young adult fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Foreign sales: Brazil (V&R), France 
(Editions de Saxus), Spain (Urano)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Brazil 
(V&R), Bulgaria (Egmont), Czech 
(Albatros), Hungary (Könyvmolykepzö), 
Italy (Fabbri & HarperCollins Italia), Lat-
in America (V&R), Poland (Kobiece), 
Portugal (20/20 Editora), Romania 
(Corint), Russia (AST), Serbia (Vulkan), 
Spain (Urano), Turkey (Marti & Dogan 
Egmont)  
 
Highlights:  
* Sequel to The Guinevere Deception.  
* Multi-time New York Times bestselling 
author.  
* The Guinevere Deception:  

— Winter 2019-2020 Kids’ Indie Next 
List. 
— The Washington Post, Best YA Fan-
tasy to Read Now 
— B&N Teen Blog, 10 of the Biggest 
Fall Fantasies.  
— Paste Magazine, The Best Young 
Adult Novels of November 2019. 
 
Primary agent:  
Michelle Wolfson 
Wolfson Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Queen Guinevere may have to make the most painful decision 
of all: leave Camelot in order to protect it 

 
THE CAMELOT BETRAYAL: 
Camelot Rising book 2  
by Kiersten White   
 

Queen Guinevere ventures into the world outside Camelot, confronting 
the particular evils of men—and leaving death and destruction in her 
guilt-strewn wake. Every time she fights back, she has to face the collat-
eral damage and wonder if she is just as bad as Merlin. With visits from 
Mordred complicating her emotions, she struggles to get closer to Ar-
thur and decide what their relationship should be. Camelot, too, has 
become a battlefield with the arrival of the real Guinevere’s sister, 
Guinevach, and the potential she has to reveal Guinevere’s stolen iden-
tity. Evil kings, dragons, the Lady of the Lake’s mysterious place in Guin-
evere’s hidden past, and attacks from the Dark Queen all culminate in 
Guinevere having to make the biggest, most painful decision of all: 
leave Camelot in order to protect it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Also by Kiersten White  

 

“In this fresh twist on an enduring tale, White introduces an 
intriguing new heroine….With immersive prose, White cap-
tures the spirit of Arthurian legend while adding diversity and 
a bit of powerful feminist flair in this appealing series open-
er.” – Publishers Weekly  
 

“An acclaimed master of the female-centric retelling turns 
her hand to Arthuriana.…A promising series opener.” – Kirkus  

Kiersten White is the multi-time New York 
Times bestselling author of the And I Dark-
en trilogy, The Dark Descent of Elizabeth 
Frankenstein, Paranormalcy trilogy, and the 
Mind Games series, as well as several 
standalone novels. She lives with her family 
near the ocean in San Diego, which, in spite 
of its perfection, spurs her to dream of fara-
way places and even further away times. 
www.kierstenwhite.com 

Arthur took her hands in his. “I want it to be 

you from now on. When I am gone, Camelot still has 

a ruler in its queen. You know the city now. You 

know how it works, what it needs. And it needs you.” 

Guinevere’s emotions churned. 

Disappointment over Arthur staying, pride and 

elation over Arthur’s vote of confidence. But also 

worry.  

http://www.kierstenwhite.com
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MIDDLE-GRADE  
 

A dangerous takeover of the magical Library finds our heroine 
fighting to make knowledge free for everyone 

 
REBEL IN THE LIBRARY OF EVER  
by Zeno Alexander   
 

Lenora returns to the magical Library―which holds every book ever 
known on its shelves. But she discovers the Library is under new man-
agement, its incredible rooms and corridors turned dark and sinister. 
She quickly connects with a secret resistance that’s trying to free 
knowledge from the shadows threatening it. Her new friends introduce 
her to an ancient lost city, hang-gliding, and mathematical beings larger 
than the universe itself. And they help her face the mysterious Board of 
new leaders―who are leading the Library into darkness. Now it’s up to 
Lenora to prove that knowledge is always more powerful than igno-
rance and fear.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also by Zeno Alexander  

 

“Unusually clever in the details and commendably accurate in 
its own way.” – Kirkus, starred review 
 

“Zeno Alexander’s The Library of Ever reads like someone 
mixed Neil Gaiman with Chris Grabenstein, then threw in an 
extra dash of charm.”  – James Riley, New York Times best-
selling author  

 

Imprint/Macmillan 
April 2020  
Hardcover  
32k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Czech 
(Grada), Italy (Il Castoro)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Sequel to The Library of Ever.  
* The Library of Ever: 
— Hit the top 10 on Amazon, middle-
grade.  
— Kirkus, Best Book of 2019.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Paige Wheeler 
Creative Media Agency, Inc.  
 
Material: Available  

Zeno Alexander is a literature and science en-
thusiast who lives with his wife in North Caroli-
na. The Library of Ever was his debut novel.   
zenoalexander.com  

“How can they believe these lies? She thought. Then 

she noticed something happening to her, too. A tiny 

drumbeat in her head, repeating over and over, 

louder and louder: Ignorance is strength. 

IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH. IGNORANCE! IS! 

STRENGTH!” 

zenoalexander.com
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Twelve-year-old Tor Luna was born with a leadership emblem, 
but when he wishes it away and it’s replaced by a curse  

it sets him on a legendary adventure 

 
CURSE OF THE  NIGHT WITCH: 
Emblem Island book 1  
by Alex Aster   
 

On Emblem Isle, children are marked at birth—born with symbols on 
their skin that dictate their fate and talents. Destined leaders have pur-
ple rings around their wrists, future singers have hearts on their throats, 
and athletes have lightning bolts on their ankles. The ease (or hardship) 
of their lives can be read by the path of rainbow-colored lifelines on 
their palms. Twelve-year-old Tor Luna is supposed to be a leader, like 
his mother, Chieftess of his village. But he hates his mark, and every-
thing it stands for. So, on the annual New Year’s Eve celebration, where 
Emblemites throw their wishes into a bonfire in the hopes of having 
them granted, Tor wishes to be rid of his emblem.  
 
But forbidden desires can have dark consequences….When a new mark 
symbolizing a curse suddenly appears on his arm, and his hand’s lifeline 
is cut short, Tor finds himself just a week away from certain death. 
There is only one way for a curse to be erased forever—and it requires 
a trip to a dark witch whose powers have been used for good far less 
than they have for evil.  
 
With only his village’s terrifying, ancient myths as a guide, and two 
friends by his side, Tor must travel across unpredictable Emblem Isle, 
filled with wicked creatures he only knows through legends, in a race 
against his dwindling lifeline.  

 

Sourcebooks Young Readers  
June 2020  
Hardcover  
70k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Foreign sales: Russia (Exmo)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* First book in a series.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Laura Bradford  
Bradford Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Alex Aster is a 22-year-old author, who graduated 
summa cum laude from The University of Pennsyl-
vania, where she majored in English with a Con-
centration in Creative Writing. Her debut novel, 
Emblem Island, is inspired by the Latin American 
myths her Colombian grandmother told her as a 
child, before bedtime. alexaster.com  

The queen grinned, as if instead of curse Melda had 

said carnival. “How fun,” she said, smacking her 

hands together, and making them jump. “Well, what 

do you say we make a little deal?”  

https://www.alexaster.com/
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Roisin is mercilessly bullied at school and pours her heart out 
to her online BFF Haley, but when the bully suffers a  

gruesome accident, Roisin begins to wonder if Haley is  
responsible...or hiding even darker secrets  

 
FRIEND ME (previously titled Best Friend Code)  
by Shelia Averbuch   
 

Roisin hasn’t made a single friend since moving from Ireland to Massa-
chusetts. In fact, she is falling apart under constant abuse from a school 
bully, Zara. Zara torments Roisin in person and on social media. She 
makes Roisin the laughingstock of the whole school. 
 
Roisin feels utterly alone...until she bonds with Haley online. Finally 
there’s someone who gets her. Haley is smart, strong, and shares anti-
mean-girl memes that make Roisin laugh. Together, they are able to 
imagine what life could look like without Zara. Haley quickly becomes 
Roisin’s lifeline. 
 
Then Zara has a painful accident, police investigate, and Roisin panics. 
Could her chats with Haley look incriminating? Roisin wants Haley to 
delete her copies of their messages, but when she tries to meet Haley in 
person, she can’t find her anywhere. What’s going on? Her best friend 
would never have lied to her, right? Or is Haley not who she says she 
is…. 
 
With twists, turns, and lightning-fast pacing, this is a middle-grade thrill-
er about bullying, revenge, and tech that young readers won’t be able 
to put down.  
 
“Friend Me is a stunning escalation from toxic teen power play and the 
dangers of social media to a darkly searing near-future thriller. A stun-
ning debut from a writer who is on point in her perception of what it’s 
like to be outside the norm.” – Elizabeth Wein, author of Code Name 
Verity 

Scholastic  
November 2020  
Hardcover 
49k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade thriller  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation (Jennifer 
Laughran handles British rights)  
 
Primary agent:  
Jennifer Laughran  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Sheila M. Averbuch is a former journalist 
who’s interviewed billionaires, hackers, and 
would-be Mars colonists. She writes fiction for 
middle-grade and is bewitched by and suspi-
cious of technology in equal measure. Sheila 
co-founded the Scotland network of the Soci-
ety of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators 
and was first winner of The Hook, SCBWI’s 
national live pitching competition in the UK. 
She’s a 2019 awardee of the Scottish Book 
Trust’s New Writers Award and has read her 

work at the Portobello Book Festival and Listen Softly. Originally from 
Massachusetts, Sheila did a degree in history and literature at Harvard 
and a journalism MA at Stanford before moving to Ireland, where she 
covered the Northern Ireland Troubles for USA Today and set up Ire-
land’s first technology news website. She’s founder of the content agen-
cy ENNclick and lives today with her family in Scotland, outside Edin-
burgh. Friend Me is her debut novel. www.sheilamaverbuch.com  

http://www.sheilamaverbuch.com/
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Beyond the Bright Sea meets Echo in this story of a young girl 
who must break a magical bargain before an enchanted wolf 

steals her sister away 

 
THE WOLF OF CAPE FEN  
by Juliana Brandt   
 

First Frost has touched Cape Fen, and that means Baron Dire has re-
turned. For as long as anyone can remember, Baron Dire has haunted 
the town come winter, striking magical bargains and demanding unjust 
payment in return. The Serling sisters know better than to bargain, lest 
they find themselves hunted by the Baron’s companion, the Wolf.  
 
Then the Wolf attacks Eliza’s sister Winnie. They manage to escape, but 
they know the Wolf will be back, because the Wolf only attacks those 
who owe the Baron Dire. Winnie would never bargain, so that must 
mean that someone has struck a deal with Winnie as the price. Eliza 
embarks on a journey to save her sister, but as she untangles the links 
between Baron Dire, the Wolf, and her family, she discovers a compli-
cated web of bargains that cross all of Cape Fen. If Eliza can learn the 
truth, she might be able to protect her sister, but the truth behind the 
bargain could put her own life in danger.  
 
A beautiful and magical middle-grade debut about sisterhood, sacrifice, 
and what happens when the dreams we hide within ourselves come to 
light.  
 
“[T]his intriguing mystery culminates in a startling, literally transforming 
climax.” – Kirkus 
 

 

Sourcebooks  
April 2020  
Hardcover  
54k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Primary agent:  
Natalie Lakosil  
Bradford Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Juliana Brandt is an author and kindergar-
ten teacher with a passion for storytelling 
that guides her in both of her jobs. She lives 
in her childhood home of Minnesota, and 
her writing is heavily influenced by travels 
around the country and decade living in the 
South. When not working, she is usually 
exploring the great outdoors. She is a for-
mer PitchWars mentor and still very active 
in the writing community. The Wolf of Cape 

Fen is her debut novel. http://julianalbrandt.com  

And here was what her heart had always dreamed: 

that the world would stay safe enough for Winnie to 

live. Winnie was a dream. She was how Eliza 

remembered Ma—a dream in a world that twisted 

and magicked dreams into terrible shapes. Eliza 

wouldn’t ask Winnie to change who she was, but she 

would change the world so Winnie could live safely. 

She wouldn’t let Win’s heart be ruined. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fjulianalbrandt.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C5a6c69a8f621458c213108d6ac96f809%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636886163192809760&sdata=WAnDvWPGS0ydwGxLEeBkhV0vZqV1quxX8X8DnSEK%2B3Q%3D&re
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The Ballastian sisters must never leave their magical home... 

 
THE SISTERS OF STRAYGARDEN PLACE 
by Hayley Chewins   
 
Seven years ago, the Ballastian sisters’ parents left them in the magical 
Straygarden Place, a house surrounded by tall silver grass and floating 
trees, with a warning: 
  
Do not leave the house. 
Do not go into the grass. 
Wait for us. 
Sleep darkly. 
  
The house has taken care of Winnow, Mayhap, and Pavonine—feeding 
them, clothing them, even keeping them company—while they have 
waited and grown up and played a guessing game: 
  
Think of an animal, think of a place. Think of a person, think of a face. 
  
But when the eldest, 14-year-old Winnow, does the unthinkable and 
goes into the grass, everything 12-year-old Mayhap thought she knew 
about her home, her family, and even herself starts to unravel. 
  
With luscious, vivid prose, poet and author Hayley Chewins transports 
readers to a house where beloved dogs crawl into their owners’ minds 
to sleep, sick girls turn silver, and anything can be stolen—even laugh-
ter and silence. 

 
 
 

 
Also by Hayley Chewins  

 

“Questions of stratified gender roles, corruption, and what 
happens when a society stops asking questions fit with (and 
even enhance) Chewins’ tale of music, magic, and self-
discovery.” – Kirkus, starred review 
 

“Chewins, a poet, weaves an unusual, beautiful debut that 
sings with all the grace of the cloister wings that Delphernia 
brings to life with her soaring voice.” – Publishers Weekly, 
starred review 

 
 
 

Candlewick  
September 2020  
Hardcover  
34k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Hungary 
(Maxim), Poland (IUVI)   
 
 
Highlights:  
* The Turnaway Girls: 
— Starred reviews Kirkus, Publishers 
Weekly.  
— Kirkus, Best Books of 2018.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Patricia Nelson 
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Hayley Chewins is the author of the mid-
dle-grade fantasy The Turnaway Girls and 
a published poet. She grew up in Cape 
Town, South Africa in a house full of 
books, and studied classical voice at uni-
versity before switching to a degree in 
English Literature. Hayley currently lives 
in Bath, England, where she is enrolled 
for an MA in Writing for Young People at 
Bath Spa University.  
www.hayleychewins.com  

http://www.hayleychewins.com/
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Dive into the world’s coldest ocean in search of one of the  
rarest creatures on the planet in this second  

graphic adventure   

 
JOURNEY UNDER THE ARCTIC:  
Fabian Cousteau Expeditions 
written by James Fraioli  
illustrated by Joe St. Pierre  
 

Junior explorers Rocco and Olivia embark on an exciting journey into 
the frigid Arctic waters with famed explorer Fabien Cousteau and his 
research team. Together, they hope to find the rare dumbo octopus 
and uncover how this exceptional creature is able to live in such an ex-
treme climate. To get there, they’ll board an icebreaker to travel to the 
Arctic Circle, and will come face to face with polar bears, puffins, Artic 
hares, and more. Then they’ll climb into a submersible and dive deep 
under the surface to see whales, narwhals, and other incredible species.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Also by James Fraioli & Joe St. Pierre  

 
 

“Shark lovers will bite.” – Kirkus  
 

“Filled with plenty of facts about sharks and other marine 
creatures, this title is sure to satisfy any readers’ curiosity.”  
– School Library Journal  

 

Margaret K. McElderry Books/
Simon & Schuster 
March 2020  
Hardcover  
128 pages  
 
Genre: Middle-grade graphic adventure 
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Based upon the ocean exploration of 
Fabien Cousteau, grandson of famed 
explorer Jacques Cousteau.  
* Joe St. Pierre is a top artist for Marvel 
and D.C. comics.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Clelia Gore 
Martin Literary Management  
 
Material: Available  

James Fraioli is a published author of 25 books 
and an award-winning filmmaker. His work has 
appeared in the New York Times, Martha Stew-
ard Living Radio, Food Network, and the Ellen 
DeGeneres Show. His films have appeared on 
National Geographic Channel, Discovery, Animal 
Planet, Weather, and Smithsonian Channel.  
 
 
 
 

Joe St. Pierre is a graduate of the School of Vis-
ual Arts in New York City. For Marvel and D.C. 
Comics he has illustrated Batman, Superman, 
Wolverine, the X-Men, and more. He was also 
commissioned by the Discovery Channel/Animal 
Planet to work on a promotion for Steve Irwin 
and “The Croc Hunter,” for which he produced 
an eight-page comic book with a print-run of 
one million copies.  
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For fans of Small Spaces comes a chilling ghost story about a 
malevolent spirit, an unlucky girl, and a haunting mystery that 

will tie the two together  
 

SCRITCH SCRATCH  
by Lindsay Currie   
 

Claire has absolutely no interest in the paranormal. She’s a scientist, 
which is why she can’t think of anything worse than having to help out 
her dad on one of his ghost-themed Chicago bus tours. She thinks she’s 
made it through when she sees a boy with a sad face and dark eyes at 
the back of the bus. There’s something off about his presence, especial-
ly because when she checks at the end of the tour...he’s gone. 
 
Claire tries to brush it off, she must be imagining things, letting her 
dad’s ghost stories get the best of her. But then the scratching starts. 
Voices whisper to her in the dark. The number 396 appears everywhere 
she turns. And the boy with the dark eyes starts following her. 
 
Claire is being haunted. The boy from the bus wants something...and 
Claire needs to find out what before it’s too late. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sourcebooks Young Readers  
September 2020  
Hardcover  
55k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade paranormal mys-
tery  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
Primary agent:  
Kathleen Rushall  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Lindsay Currie lives in Chicago, Illinois and the 
fascinating historical events she explores in 
Scritch Scratch are all true and based on little-
known Chicago history. She lives with one in-
credibly patient hubby and three amazing kids. 
Her debut middle-grade novel The Peculiar Inci-
dent on Shady Street, released in October 2017 
from Simon & Schuster/Aladdin. Her young adult 
novels (Sweet Madness, Creed, and Hardwired) 
are published with Merit Press and Flux/
Llewellyn, respectively. www.lindsaycurrie.com  

There’s a hint of hope in his voice. Like he wants me 

to answer yes. Of course, he does. If I say I saw a little 

boy sitting here and then he vanished, Dad can twist 

that all up into another one of his dumb ghost stories 

and use it to sell more tickets. He might even write it 

into a book. Before I know it, he’d make our house a 

stop on one of his tours. We’d be more talked-about 

than we already are. No thank-you.  

“No. I didn’t see anything.” My stomach lurches as 

the lie leaves my lips.   

https://www.lindsaycurrie.com
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A heartfelt and funny story about a shy 11-year-old who 
learns to manage her anxiety through improv classes—and 

discovers her activist voice. Perfect for fans of Sharon Draper, 
Lynda Mullaly Hunt, and Holly Goldberg Sloan  

 
FIVE THINGS ABOUT AVA ANDREWS  
by Margaret Dilloway   
 

Eleven-year-old Ava Andrews has a Technicolor interior with a gray 
shell. On the inside, she bubbles with ideas and plans. On the outside, 
everyone except her best friend, Zelia, thinks she doesn’t talk or, worse, 
is stuck-up. What nobody knows is that Ava has invisible disabilities: 
anxiety and a heart condition. 
 
Ava hopes middle school will be a fresh start, but when Zelia moves 
across the country and Ava’s Nana Linda pushes her to speak up about 
social issues, she withdraws further. So Ava is shocked when her writing 
abilities impress her classmates and they invite her to join their improv 
group, making up stories onstage. Determined to prove she can control 
her anxiety, she joins—and discovers a whole new side of herself, and 
what it means to be on a team. 
 
But as Ava’s self-confidence blossoms, her relationship with Zelia 
strains, and she learns that it isn’t enough just to raise your voice—it’s 
how and why you use it that matters. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Balzer & Braz/HarperCollins  
June 2020  
Hardcover  
65k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade contemporary 
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Primary agent:  
Patricia Nelson  
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Margaret Dilloway is an award-
winning author of middle-grade and 
women’s fiction. Her debut middle 
grade fantasy adventure, Momotaro: 
Xander and the Lost Island of Monsters 
(Disney-Hyperion, 2015), was a 
2016 Asian/Pacific American Award for 
Literature Honoree in the Children’s 
Literature category, and has been op-
tioned for film by Twentieth Century 
Fox Animation. The sequel, Momota-

ro: Xander and the Dream Thief, released from Disney*Hyperion in April 
2017. Margaret is also the author of three critically acclaimed women’s 
fiction novels, all published by Putnam/Penguin. She lives in San Diego 
with her husband, three children, and a goldendoodle named Gatsby. 
margaretdilloway.com 

https://margaretdilloway.com/
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The first in an illustrated young middle-grade animal series in 
which an anxious Boston Terrier and an exuberant potbellied 

pig team up to solve crimes in their barnyard 

 
HORACE & BUNWINKLE  
by P.J. Gardner  
Illustrations by David Mottram   
 
Horace Homer Higgins III despises dirt. And the outdoors. And ducks. 
But when his person, Eleanor, moves to a farm, the anxious Boston Ter-
rier is forced to adapt. As if that isn’t enough to strain his 
nerves, Eleanor adopts a perpetually cheerful potbellied pig named 
Bunwinkle to be his baby sister. 
 
Bunwinkle is delighted to be on the farm despite her stuffy new canine 
brother. She’s sure she’ll crack his shell eventually, especially once they 
bond over watching a TV pet-tective show. And when the duo discovers 
that neighborhood animals have been disappearing, they decide to use 
their new detective skills to team up to solve this barnyard mystery—
before it’s too late. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Balzer & Bray/HarperCollins  
September 2020  
Hardcover  
28k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade animal POV  
mystery  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* First book in a series. 
* Illustrations by David Mottram.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kari Sutherland 
Bradford Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

P.J. Gardner earned a MA in Art History from 
Rutgers University in New Jersey. Currently, 
she lives in Gilbert, Arizona with her husband 
and sons, as well as Rosie the Boston Terrier. 
For research purposes, P.J. spent hours play-
ing with the pot-bellied pigs that live down 
the road from her. http://gardnerpj.com 

Winkie stood up tall. Time to be brave like her 

brother. She gulped, then forced herself to follow the 

sound of crying. It led her down a dark hallway. 

Winkie didn’t have great eyesight, but she could smell 

a potato chip from a mile away and she could hear the 

can opener from the pond. So even though she 

couldn’t see her hoof in front of her snout, she knew 

she was close to a whole bunch of animals. 

Very close. She pressed her ear to the door next to 

her.  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgardnerpj.com%2F2019%2F04%2F12%2Fintroducing-horace-bunwinkle%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd6527bf8f505454246ae08d79af268a6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637148238235613634&sdata=bbVPt7Pv
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A layered, poignant, and big-hearted story that will appeal to 
readers of The Secret Hum of a Daisy and The Thing About 

Jellyfish  

 
A MANY FEATHERED THING  
by Lisa Gerlits   
 

Eleven-year-old Clara is known as the “girl who draws,” but she’s not 
tortured enough to become a real artist. Her only suffering, besides em-
barrassment over her real name Clarity Kartoffel (German for Clarity 
Potato), is a crippling inability to speak in public. When Clara and her 
oldest friend, Orion, break their neighbor’s glass gazing ball, Clara de-
cides that in order to suffer like a true artist, she will do every hard 
thing in her path...starting with knocking on scary old Mr. Vogelman’s 
door. That’s when she meets “Birdman.” That’s when she sees his swirl-
ing painting. And that’s when everything changes.  
 
To pay for the broken glass ball, Clara begins working for Birdman in his 
atelier. He challenges her to throw away her eraser and draw what she 
sees, not what she wants to see. But as Clara discovers, seeing, really 
seeing is hard. Almost as difficult as befriending the new girl at school, 
or navigating awkward feelings for Orion, or finding the courage to 
speak in front of the entire class. But little does Clara know, the biggest 
challenges are yet to come. To cope with tragedy, she will have to do 
more than be brave. As Birdman teaches her, she will have to “bring the 
hope.”  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Capstone  
March 2020  
Hardcover  
55k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade contemporary 
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Primary agent:  
Shannon Hassan 
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Lisa Gerlits is a writer, muralist, and chil-
dren’s art teacher. She graduated with hon-
ors from Lewis and Clark College with a de-
gree in English, where she published short 
stories, wrote and produced plays, and won 
an Academy of American Poets prize. She 
spent 10 years traveling and volunteering 
before settling down in Silverton, Oregon, 
with her family. A Many Feathered Thing is 
her debut novel. www.lisagerlits.com 

“Maybe the light from dead stars isn’t so sad after all.” 

I started pacing up and down the length of the annex. 

“And maybe artists don’t have to be tortured. Maybe 

they just have to be crazy enough to send out their 

own starlight, dab it right into their own eye and send 

it down through the ages to us so that we can see the 

light and feel the life and somehow have the courage 

to make our own dab—on and on so that the light 

never stops shining.”  

https://www.lisagerlits.com/home
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Versify/Houghton Mifflin  
Harcourt  
October 2020  
Hardcover  
49k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
 
Highlights:  
* The Last, Last Day of Summer:  
— A TIME for Kids Top Summer Reads 
pick.  
— Three starred reviews.  
— Included in the Amazon Prime Book 
Box subscription.  
* Fake ID:  
— Edgar Award-finalist, YA. 
* Endangered:  
— Edgar Award-finalist, YA. 
* Overturned:  
— Kirkus Best Book of 2017.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Jamie Weiss Chilton 
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

The Legendary Alston Boys, Otto and Sheed, must embark on 
their most dangerous journey yet, bringing a fugitive to justice 
in a world that mirrors their own but has its own strange rules  

 
THE LAST MIRROR ON THE LEFT: 
A Legendary Alston Boys Adventure  
by Lamar Giles  
 
Missus Nedraw of the Rorrim Mirror Emporium still remembers the 
time freeze from the last day of summer, and how Otto and Sheed took 
her mirrors without permission. Usually that’s an unforgivable offense. 
However, she’s willing to overlook their misdeeds if they help her with a 
problem of her own. Nevan the Nightmare, one of her worst prisoners, 
has escaped into one of her worst mirrors, and only the boys can help 
Missus Nedraw bring the fugitive to justice. Sheed is all for it—of 
course—but Otto is hesitant because he knows something no one else 
does. Sheed is sick, or he will be. Otto is less concerned with chasing 
criminals than keeping his cousin well, but Sheed’s insistence that they 
owe Missus Nedraw wins out and sets the boys on their latest adven-
ture.  
 
The other side of the looking glass is not what Otto and Sheed expect. 
It’s a shifting, distorted version of Logan County where relatives, 
friends, and neighbors appear how they perceive themselves. Veteri-
narian Dr. Medina is a walking, talking dog. BBQ Pitmaster Mr. James is 
an elemental fire god. Wiki and Leen Ellison are, well, it must be seen to 
believed. But the boys mustn’t let the wonders of a vastly changed Lo-
gan County distract from the mission. Pursuit and Capture should be an 
easy maneuver for the Legendary Alston Boys of Logan County, but it’s 
not only people that get distorted in this place. It’s buildings, and food, 
and medicine. Will Otto allow a monster to go free in exchange for the 
thing he wants most? A cure for Sheed.  
 

Also by Lamar Giles  
 

“In his inventive middle grade debut, Giles riotously scram-
bles time, moving it backward, forward—and not at all…. 
Laced with humor, the fantastical time war plays out at a 
dizzying pace as Giles interjects affecting realism with themes 
of reconciliation, family, identity, and destiny.” – Publishers 
Weekly, starred review 

Lamar Giles is a founding member of We Need 
Diverse Books and a two-time Edgar Award fi-
nalist in the YA category, for his debut YA thrill-
er Fake ID (HarperCollins 2014), and his second 
YA thriller, Endangered (HarperCollins 2015). 
Lamar is also a contributor to the YA anthology 
Three Sides of a Heart (HarperCollins, Decem-
ber 2017) and the editor of the We Need Di-
verse Books YA short story anthology Fresh Ink 
(Random House 2018). He has published sever-
al short stories for adults. www.lamargiles.com  

http://www.lamargiles.com
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From #1 New York Times bestseller Ellen Hopkins comes her 
first middle-grade about a boy who deserves another chance 

 
CLOSER TO NOWHERE  
by Ellen Hopkins  
 

When Hannah’s cousin Cal moved in, everything changed. The pair 
couldn’t be more different. Cal pranks Hannah constantly, disappears 
without warning, and tells whopper stories instead of the truth. He 
steals all the attention and Hannah’s sure he’s the reason her parents 
are fighting more and more. Hannah knows Cal has PTSD and went 
through a lot when his mom died last year, but her reputation is at 
stake and she just misses the way things were before Cal came. So Han-
nah ignores Cal. Which only eggs Cal on. And the cycle continues. Each 
thinking the other is the absolute worst. 
 
But slowly, in fits and starts, Hannah begins to understand Cal, just a 
little. And Cal tries to fit in to his new family. But it’s not easy. And then 
Cal and Hannah’s grandma comes to visit. And Cal’s dad gets out of pris-
on. And Hannah’s dad announces he’s going to live away for a while. It’s 
a perfect storm. But, for the first time ever, Hannah and Cal find them-
selves on the same side. Both kids, ultimately, have to stand up to their 
fears and the adults in their lives who have let them down.  
 
 

 

 
 
Putnam/Penguin Random 
House 
October 2020  
Hardcover  
37k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade contemporary  
 
Rights available:  
British and  translation  
 
Previous foreign publishers for Ellen 
Hopkin’s YA: Germany (Carlsen), Hun-
gary (Könyvmolyképzö ), Italy (Fazi Edi-
tore), Poland (JK Jacek Kaszyk), Spanish 
(Editorial Oceano), Turkey (Artemis 
Yayinlani)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Sold in a multi-round auction. 
* #1 New York Times bestselling author.    
 
 
Primary agent:  
Laura Rennert  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Ellen Hopkins is the #1 New York Times bestsel-
ling author of 14 young adult novels, as well as 
the adult novels Triangles, Collateral, and Love 
Lies Beneath. She lives with her family in Carson 
City, Nevada, where she has founded Ventana 
Sierra, a nonprofit youth housing and resource 
initiative. Follow her on Twitter at 
@EllenHopkinsLit  

I’m Cal, and I’ve been lost 

since Mom died three years ago. 

Oh, I could show you exactly 

where this town is on a map,  

lead you through the maze  

of its streets, though I’ve only  

lived here fourteen months,  

three weeks and  

two days. 

I’m safe for now. 

But I don’t know 

how long that will last. 
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Ocean’s 11 meets Spy School in this hilarious illustrated  
middle-grade adventure series featuring  

the world’s greatest tween geniuses  

 
ELEMENTS OF GENIUS:  
Nikki Tesla and the Traitors of the Lost Spark   
by Jess Keating   
 

Genius Academy is under attack! When a routine operation goes horri-
bly wrong, Nikki Tesla and the team take the blame for an international 
incident of epic proportions, and the school is shut down indefinitely. A 
little creative “research” tells them someone is planning biological war-
fare on a grand scale. But to get to the truth and clear their name, Nikki 
will have to find a miraculous antidote that can stop a criminal master-
mind from blowing up the whole world.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also by Jess Keating  

 

“Cleverly modeling her preteen cast on a 
gallery of historical geniuses….Full STEAM 
ahead on a series debut equally charged 
with personal issues and science in 
(dramatic) action.” – Kirkus, starred review 

 

Scholastic  
July 2020  
Hardcover  
49k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade adventure  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: Spain 
(Edebé)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Illustrations by Lissy Marlin  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kathleen Rushall  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Jess Keating is the author of the playful non-
fiction picture book Pink is for Blobfish (Knopf 
Children’s 2016), which is in its sixth print run, 
with three companion books to follow, and 
Shark Lady, a picture book biography 
(Sourcebooks Jabberwocky, 2017), which was 
nominated for Amazon’s list of Best Kid’s Non-
fiction in 2017. She is also the author of the 
successful middle-grade trilogy My Life is A 
Zoo (Sourcebooks 2014), which earned two 
starred reviews. Jess lives in Ontario, Canada, 

where she loves hiking, nerdy documentaries, and writing books for ad-
venturous and funny kids. www.jesskeating.com  

“Watch it!” he bellowed. “Jeez, kid! Relax! I’m a 

British Intelligence agent!” He stopped dragging me 

long enough to produce a badge from his wallet, 

practically stuffing it up my nose.  

You’d think I’d be slightly relieved that I wasn’t 

begin manhandled by regular, run-of-the-mill 

attackers. But out of the two options, my chances of 

escape were significantly lower with these trained 

agents.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jesskeating.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C98c88bf63fe6429766f108d5465faee0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636492299127247949&sdata=xmhvTlzujf%2B0P9JB9aLLoZAkA4O3pgHjzLYZ5yduf%2B4%3D
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Maren’s family’s dream shop has only one rule: dreams can 
not be given to a person without their consent. But when 

Maren’s sister has an accident and falls into a coma,  
she knows a dream can help... 

 
THE NIGHTMARE THIEF 
by Nicole Lesperance 
 

Twelve-year-old Maren loves working in her family’s dream shop. She 
can hand-craft any dream imaginable: Dragonfly wings and tree pollen 
for flying dreams, goose down and nutmeg for calming dreams, ceme-
tery dirt and spider eggs for nightmares. 
 
The shop has only one rule. Dreams cannot be given to a person with-
out their consent. Break the rule, and you’re banned from the shop for 
life. Maren has no problem with the rule—until her sister Hallie falls in a 
freak stage accident and ends up in a coma. Maren’s certain she can 
cure Hallie with a few well-chosen dreams, but her great-grandmother 
forbids it. Maren wants to obey, but she can’t stand watching Hallie lie 
like a doll in that hospital bed. Figuring nobody will find out, she slips 
her sister a flying dream.  
 
When Hallie smiles and laughs for a few seconds, Maren is sure her cure 
is working. She just needs to keep sneaking her dreams. But a strange 
new customer from the shop has been following Maren. And she’s laid 
the perfect trap to blackmail Maren into creating custom dreams for 
her…but they aren’t just dreams, they are nightmares. And Maren 
doesn’t know what the stranger wants to use them for. As things get 
more dangerous for Maren, she has to make a choice: to protect her 
family or to protect unknown dreamers out there from her family’s 
magic. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Sourcebooks Young Readers  
January 2021  
Hardcover  
53k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade contemporary 
fantasy  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
 
Highlights:  
* First book in a duology.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Kathleen Rushall  
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Nicole Lesperance lives near Boston with 
her husband and two small children. In 
addition to The Nightmare Thief, Nicole is 
the author of the YA novel The Wide 
Starlight forthcoming from Razorbill in 
2021. She also writes short fiction, and 
her story “The Callers” won’t the 12th 
Annual Writer’s Digest Short Story Com-
petition. Nicole is a tech research editor, 
is the proud owner of rambunctious 
black cats, and likes to practice yoga, 

knit, and read tarot cards. https://nicolelesperance.com 

Maren Partridge wondered what her sister dreamed 

about. She wondered if people in comas even had 

dreams. And she wondered if she’d ever find the 

perfect present for Hallie, who’d lain in a hospital bed 

for weeks, fast asleep like some sad fairy tale princess.  

https://nicolelesperance.com/
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Ready Player One meets Jurassic Park as three kids get the 
chance to check out the world’s first  

augmented reality theme park 

 
DRAGON OPS  
by Mari Mancusi   
 

Three kids get the chance to check out the world’s very first augmented 
reality theme park, set on a once-deserted island, a month before it 
opens to the public. It’s an opportunity of a lifetime until things start to 
go wrong and the kids find themselves alone in the game, which has 
been taken over by a rogue AI dragon, determined to win at any cost. 
Now they find themselves in a fight for their lives on a quest to rescue 
their kidnapped cousin in a game with deadly, real life consequences. 
With no cheat codes or guidebooks—no save points or “do-overs”—
they’ll need all their cunning, wits, and video game hacks to beat the 
game…and survive in real life. Cause one wrong move will be “game 
over”…forever. 
  

Disney*Hyperion  
May 2020  
Hardcover  
79k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade adventure   
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Primary agent:  
Mandy Hubbard 
Emerald City Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Mari Mancusi is a former Emmy award-winning 
TV producer and author of more than two dozen 
sci-fi/fantasy books for kids, teens and adults in-
cluding Gamer Girl, the Scorched series, The 
Blood Coven Vampires, and her newest series, 
The Camelot Code: The Once and Future Geek, 
published by Disney. Her bestselling series have 
been chosen as featured selections in the Scho-
lastic Book Fairs and clubs and have been select-
ed by the American Library Association as “Quick 
Picks for Reluctant Readers” and “Popular Paper-

backs.” In addition to writing, Mari is an avid cosplayer, horror aficiona-
do, and MMORPG gamer. She lives in Austin, Texas with her husband 
and their young daughter. www.marimancusi.com  

I squeezed my hands into fists, trying to wake my 

inner hero. To remind myself that here, in this world, 

I was not Ian Rivera, twelve-year-old gamer geek 

from Austin, Texas and real life, total wimp. Here, I 

was Lord Wildhammer, premiere knight of the realm. 

Lord Wildhammer wouldn’t be scared by some dumb, 

old dragon.  

http://www.marimancusi.com/
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Get outside, explore, and learn! Take this journal out to the 
backyard or a city park, or bring it along on a family camping 

trip or to summer camp for fun indoors and out!  
 

MY NATURE JOURNAL AND ACTIVITY BOOK  
by Ruby McConnell   
 

This interactive field journal and activity book for girls focuses on the 
outdoors, nature and science, and is organized by season, with lots of 
room for creativity. 
 
Includes: 
•  Fun pastimes that teach outdoor concepts: word searches, “Mad 
Libs” type games 
• Outdoor activities: packing lists, scavenger hunts, sketching 
• Journaling pages: open-ended questions, poetry prompts, lists 
• Logs: weather logs, creature, bird and bug counts, field notes 
 
The goals of the journal are to encourage girls’ love for the environ-
ment, to inspire girls to protect animals and nature, to get girls engaged 
with STEM, and to empower girls to feel comfortable and competent 
outdoors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also by Ruby McConnell  

 

“Girls seeking to spend time outdoors will find information, 
inspiration, and planning tips in this guide.” – Kirkus  
 

“This handy, practical guide should serve as a good incen-
tive for getting girls out of the house and into the great 
outdoors.” – Booklist  
 

“Your definitive guide to getting outside—for girls ages 9-
12!” – Bookroo   

 

Little Bigfoot/Sasquatch Books  
April 2020  
Trade paperback  
208 pages  
 
Genre: Middle-grade journal  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
 
Highlights:  
* A companion title to A Girl’s Guide to 
the Wild that also stands alone.  
* Illustrations included throughout.  
 
 
Material: Available  

Ruby McConnell is the author of A Woman’s 
Guide to the Wild and A Girl’s Guide to the Wild. 
She’s also a geologist, environmental advocate, 
and dancer. Her work has appeared in Grain Mag-
azine, Misadventures Magazine, Oregon Quarter-
ly, Seattle Backpackers Magazine, Bird Watcher’s 
Digest, and Fungi Magazine among others. 
www.rubymcconnell.com  

http://www.rubymcconnell.com
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From acclaimed author Kate Messner comes the powerful story 
of a young girl with the courage to make her voice heard, set 

against the backdrop of a summertime mystery 

 
CHIRP  
by Kate Messner   
 

When Mia moves to Vermont the summer after seventh grade, she’s 
recovering from the broken arm she got falling off a balance beam. And 
packed away in the moving boxes under her clothes and gymnastics 
trophies is a secret she’d rather forget. Mia’s change in scenery brings 
day camp, new friends, and time with her beloved grandmother. But 
Gram is convinced someone is trying to destroy her cricket farm. Is it 
sabotage or is Gram’s thinking impaired from the stroke she suffered 
months ago? Mia and her friends set out to investigate, but can they 
uncover the truth in time to save Gram’s farm? And will that discovery 
empower Mia to confront the secret she’s been hiding—and find the 
courage she never knew she had? In a compelling story rich with friend-
ship, science, and summer fun, a girl finds her voice while navigating 
the joys and challenges of growing up. 
 
“Messner deftly weaves together myriad complex plot threads to form 
a captivating whole….Rich, timely, and beautifully written.” – Kirkus, 
starred review  
 
“Layering mystery elements, strong and myriad female characters, and 
a poignant analogy involving chirp-less female crickets, Messner gently 
guides Mia on a journey of resilience that both comforts and inspires.”  
– Publishers Weekly, starred review  
 
“Messner honors middle graders by exploring important, relevant is-
sues at their level of understanding. This book will prompt discussions 
of gender inequality, consent, and sexual abuse. A must purchase.”  
– School Library Connection, starred review  
 
“Chirp is so many things: a mystery, a family story, and a story of the 
power of friendship. It’s about learning to speak out when it seems the 
whole world would rather you shut up. Sure to be passed from kid to 
kid to kid.” – Laura Ruby, National Book Award-finalist and author of 
the York Trilogy 

 

Bloomsbury   
February 2020  
Hardcover  
47k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade contemporary   
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: China 
(Shanghai Gaotan Culture), Korea (Lime 
Co.), Romania (Editura Art), Taiwan 
(Global Kids Books) 
 
Primary agent:  
Jennifer Laughran 
Andrea Brown Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

 Kate Messner is an award-winning author 
whose books for kids have been New York 
Times Notable, Junior Library Guild, In-
dieBound, and Bank Street College of Educa-
tion Best Books selections. The Brilliant Fall of 
Gianna Z. was the winner of the 2010 E.B. 
White Read Aloud Award for Older Readers. 
The Seventh Wish was chosen as one of NPR’s 
best kids’ books of the year. Kate also spent 15 
years teaching middle school. She lives on Lake 
Champlain with her family and loves spending 

time outside, whether it’s kayaking in the summer or skating on the fro-
zen lake when the temperatures drop. www.katemessner.com  

http://www.katemessner.com/
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The Ivan was the best haunted hotel on Mercer Street...until a 
Hauntery moves in down the street, and the Ivan’s ghosts start 
to fade. Can 12-year-old Willow and a new ghost friend save 

her family’s hotel?  

 
THE SECOND BEST HAUNTED HOTEL ON MERCER STREET 
by Cory Putnam Oakes   
 

After her mother dies, 12-year-old Willow is the only one taking care of 
her family’s haunted hotel, The Ivan. The Hotel Ivan has been the Best 
Haunted Hotel on Mercer Street for as long as Willow can remember. 
And even for as long as its 460-year-old concierge, Pierce, can remem-
ber. 
 
When a Hauntery—a corporate chain boasting 100s of identical haunt-
ed hotels—moves in down the street, the ghosts of the Ivan fear their 
days are numbered. After all, everyone knows ghosts survive on human 
fear. If all their guests go to The Hauntery, the Ivan ghosts are sure to 
fade. 
 
Not wanting to face the truth about the family business, Willow retreats 
to the library, where she meets Evie. Evie is a Hauntery ghost who wish-
es she could fade. Forced to be a Spooky Little Girl with her annoying 
cousin for her entire afterlife, Evie longs to be a Terrifying Phantasm like 
her father, but is repeatedly told she’ll be laughed at. When Willow 
overhears Evie’s phantasm cry, she’s so impressed she offers her a job 
at the Ivan. Afraid of losing a potential friend and an opportunity to live 
her dream, she decides not to tell Willow that she works for her biggest, 
and ruthless, rival. 
 
Together, the girls come up with a plan to save the Ivan, but with the 
Ivan ghosts already starting to fade, Evie’s secret threatening to come 
out, and corruption at the highest corporate level stacked against them, 
will it be too late?  
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Abrams/Amulet  
November 2020  
Hardcover  
51k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade paranormal  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Primary agent:  
Natalie Lakosil 
Bradford Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Cory Putman Oakes has degrees from UCLA (BA, 
Psychology) and Cornell Law School (JD), so natu-
rally she decided to pursue a career that uses 
neither one of these—writing. She lives in Austin, 
Texas with her husband (who actually uses his 
JD), their two kids, two dogs, and two very fat 
cats. She loves to write, cook, and run and 
dreams of one day figuring out how to do all 
three of these at once. She’s the author of middle
-grade titles Dinosaur Boy and Dinosaur Boy 
Saves Mars and the young adult novels The Veil 
and Witchtown. www.corypoakes.com  

http://www.corypoakes.com
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In this middle-grade mashup of Little Women and Goonies, 
three sisters set out to find Blackbeard’s treasure  

 
THE DARE SISTERS  
by Jess Rinker   
 
Savannah Dare has always wanted to be a pirate. She grew up hearing 
legends of Blackbeard from her grandfather—her best friend and fellow 
treasure hunter. But now he’s gone. 
 
While struggling with their grief, Savannah and her sisters Frances and 
Jolene are left to find Blackbeard’s missing gold on their own. They have 
a puzzle-filled map and memories of their grandfather to guide 
them. Even though no one else on Ocracoke Island believes Black-
beard’s treasure is still out there...  
 
But when their family’s home is endangered, finding Blackbeard’s treas-
ure is the Dare Sisters’ only hope to save it. 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Imprint/Macmillan   
September 2020  
Hardcover  
42k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade adventure   
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Sold on pre-empt.  
* First book in a four-book series.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Linda Epstein 
Emerald City Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available  

Jess Rinker is the author of Gloria Takes a 
Stand, a picture book biography of Gloria 
Steinem, and the forthcoming, Send a Girl: 
The Brenda Berkman Story, due out in 2021, 
both are published by Bloomsbury. Jess has 
a BA in Social Welfare and received her MFA 
in Writing for Children and Young Adults 
from Vermont College of Fine Arts. She has 
won many awards for her work including 
short story, creative non-fiction, and most 
recently an honorable mention for the Kath-

erine Paterson Prize from Hunger Mountain for her middle-grade manu-
script, The Young Traveler’s Club. In addition to writing, Jess also teaches 
in the MFA program at Sierra Nevada College and works as a freelance 
developmental editor and writing coach. She recently moved to West 
Virginia with her husband, Joe McGee, who is also a children’s author. 
The Dare Sisters is her debut middle-grade. www.jessicarinker.com  

“Blackbeard was misunderstood too,” Grandpa had 

said, one afternoon after I’d gotten in an argument 

with a girl named Kate at school. We were best 

friends until she called me a weird show off for 

knowing so many countries on the globe. And I 

pushed her in a garbage can. 

“What do you mean?” I’d asked.  

“Don’t get me wrong. He was a pirate like all rest. But 

mostly he got his reputation from acting insane. 

People assumed he was a murderer and he let them 

believe it.”  

http://www.jessicarinker.com
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Every midnight, consumed by vengeance, the young ballerinas 
who died from broken hearts seek out other brokenhearted 

girls to join their ranks... 

 
KIKI MACADOO AND THE GRAVEYARD BALLERINAS  
by Colette Sewall   
 

Eleven-year-old Kiki and her 16-year-old sister, Alison, live in a suburban 
house crammed with Alison’s dance trophies. Both sisters love ballet, 
but unlike Alison, Kiki’s turns stink and her arabesque resembles a wet 
noodle. If Kiki doesn’t improve this summer, she won’t move up with 
her class and get what she wants most: pink satin pointe shoes. The 
girls are excited to attend a prestigious dance school, one that the bro-
chure claims brings ballets to life. 
 
Once the two arrive at the school, the signs of magic are obvious, but 
not in the exciting way they had hoped….The rotting black pointe shoes 
hanging from a tree’s twisted branches belong to the ghost sylphs from 
the ballet Giselle—young ballerinas who all died from broken hearts. 
Consumed with vengeance, they rise every midnight and dance until 
dawn, seeking out other brokenhearted girls to join their ranks. 
 
As the days go on, Kiki tries to concentrate in her classes, but the se-
crets of the forest distract her. The ghost sylphs capture Alison and 
begin her initiation into their deadly sisterhood. Will Kiki be able to save 
her before dawn? If not, Alison will dance to death and become a ghost 
sylph for eternity…. 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Owl Hollow Press 
August 2020  
Trade paperback  
49k words 
 
Genre: Middle-grade paranormal  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
 
Title highlights:  
* First book in a series.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Britt Siess 
Martin Literary Management  
 
Material: Available  

Colette Sewall grew up in Astoria, New York in a 
tiny house crammed with grand pianos. Her moth-
er was a concert pianist, her father sang opera, 
and her grandmother taught music at the Julliard. 
She is a direct descendent of Judge Samuel Sewall 
who presided over the infamous Salem Witchcraft 
Trials of 1692. Later, he was the only judge to ex-
press regret. She is also related to Louisa May Al-
cott. She attempted piano and violin lessons, but 
her true passions led her to painting, dance, and in 
the vein of her ancestor, writing. Her early jobs 

included overseas flight attendant, medical assistant, Off Broadway ac-
tor, dancer, and artist. Later, she moved to the east end of Long Island 
where she spent the bulk of her life as a dance teacher and studio direc-
tor for Legworks Dance Studios and The Dance Center of Mattituck. She 
is a member of SCBWI, and her essay “Ghosts of Shopkeepers Past” won 
the 2015 Grand Prize in Dan’s Papers Non-fiction Literary Contest. 
https://colettesewall.com  

My pulse quickens as I untie the green ribbon and 

unroll the parchment paper. I carry it toward the 

lake, where the night sky reflects brighter. 

This time, the warning is in English: “We’ve been 
more than patient. Where is our present?” 

https://colettesewall.com/
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CHILDREN’S PICTURE BOOKS 
 

A compelling non-fiction picture book about the remarkable 
rescue of an orphaned orca calf, Springer,  

whose story captured the hearts of whale lovers 

 
THE SPIRIT OF SPRINGER:  
The Real-Life Rescue of an Orphaned Orca  
written by Amanda Abler  
illustrated by Levi Hastings  
 

In 2002, a killer whale calf was discovered swimming alone in Puget 
Sound. This picture book follows the amazing true story of her identifi-
cation as a member of the A4 pod, a family of Northern Resident orcas 
living off the coast of British Columbia, and the team of scientists who 
worked together against all odds to save her from starvation and reu-
nite her with her family. 
 
The challenges of capturing Springer, transporting her north from Puget 
Sound to Canadian waters, and coordinating her release to facilitate a 
hopeful acceptance back into her family are brought to life in beautiful 
illustrations that will appeal to readers of all ages. 
 
This is a hopeful and celebratory conservation story with a happy end-
ing: Springer gave birth to her first calf, Spirit, in 2013, and a second calf 
in 2017. 
 
“The monumental efforts of the scientists—hailing from both the US 
and Canada—and the great love they have for the young orca are in-
spiring to read about and provide great models of empathy.” – Booklist  

 

Little Bigfoot/Sasquatch Books 
March 2020  
Hardcover  
48 pages  
 
Genre: Children’s picture book  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
 
Highlights:  
* Junior Library Guild selection.  
 
 
Rights holder: Sasquatch Books  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 
 

Amanda Abler grew up in New Hampshire 
where she developed a love of snow, being on 
the water, and maple syrup. Pursuing her inter-
est in science, she earned a BS in Biology from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. She 
loves writing non-fiction because of all the in-
teresting things she gets to learn and the new 
people she gets to meet. Amanda lives in Se-
attle with her family and their small, ferocious 
dog, Bear. The Spirit of Springer is her debut. 
 
Levi Hastings is an illustrator and cartoonist 
based in Seattle. His work reflects his lifelong 
obsessions with natural science, travel, history, 
and Queer culture. He’s been published in a 
wide range of outlets, from regional papers like 
the Stranger to national periodicals like the 
Washington Post Magazine. The Spirit of 
Springer is his first children’s book.  
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Claude is the story of the California Academy of Sciences’  
beloved albino alligator, from his birth in Louisiana to his  

present day life in his swamp at the Academy  

 
CLAUDE: 
The True Story of a White Alligator  
written by Emma Bland Smith  
illustrated by Jennifer M. Potter   
 

Claude is a celebrity alligator and the mascot for San Francisco’s Califor-
nia Academy of Sciences. His story started almost 25 years ago in Louisi-
ana, where he hatched out of his egg to discover he looked different 
from the other hatchlings. They were green and Claude was white. The 
other hatchings avoided him, and his color made him vulnerable to 
predators. So Claude went to a special zoo that cared for alligators 
where he lived in a pen by himself. Now he was safe—but alone. 
 
One day, scientists at the California Academy of Sciences heard about 
him and asked the zoo if he could come and live in the Academy’s 
swamp. He made a 2,800 mile journey to his new home, where he had 
a surprise—he would share his swamp with Bonnie, an alligator who the 
scientists hoped would be a friend for Claude. 
 
Unfortunately, Bonnie didn’t like Claude’s differences either, so she was 
moved to another home. But then Claude was alone again—or was he? 
 
With Bonnie gone, Claude began to interact with the five enormous 
snapping turtles who shared his swamp. The turtles didn’t mind at all 
that Claude was different! And neither do the millions of people who 
visit him every year. They know that Claude’s differences are exactly 
what makes him special. 

Little Bigfoot/Sasquatch Books 
August 2020  
Hardcover  
32 pages  
 
Genre: Children’s picture book  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
Rights holder: Sasquatch Books  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Emma Bland Smith is a librarian and author of 
children’s fiction and non-fiction. Her picture 
book debut, Journey: Based on the True Story of 
OR7, the Most Famous Wolf in the West, won the 
2017 Sigurd Olson Nature Writing Award for chil-
dren’s literature and the 2017 Cook Prize, which 
honors the best STEM picture book published for 
children aged eight to ten. Many of Emma’s 
books feature real-life animals—wolves, dogs, 
pigs, and alligators. Emma lives in San Francisco 
with her family, which includes a dog and a cat 
(but no alligator). EmmaBSmith.com 
 
Jennifer Potter is an illustrator living in San Fran-
cisco. When she’s not busy drawing, she loves 
visiting the city’s many parks and museums with 
her husband. She has visited Claude many times, 
and is thrilled he agreed to let her draw him.  

http://emmabsmith.com/
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This fun and playful board book introduces young children  
to the world of boats in their many forms 

 
GO, BOATS, GO!  
written by Addie Boswell 
illustrated by Alexander Mostov  
 

From the author and illustrator of Go, Bikes, Go!, this delightful board 
book celebrates Pacific Northwest boating and maritime culture with a 
focus on recreational watercraft and working boats that are popular in 
the region. Young children will be fascinated by the variety of boats de-
picted in the vibrant and playful illustrations showing diverse families 
enjoying sailboats, kayaks, rafts, canoes, houseboats, and more! 

 

 
Also by Addie Boswell & Alexander Mostov  

 

“Grab your helmets and get ready to zoom along 
with a colorful variety of bicycles, tricycles, racers, 
and cruisers in this delightful, high-energy tribute to 
all things pedal-driven.”– Foreword Reviews  

 

Little Bigfoot/Sasquatch Books 
March 2020  
Board Book  
22 pages  
 
Genre: Children’s picture book  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
 
Highlights:  
* The series will continue with Go, 
Planes, Go! and Go, Trucks, Go!  
 
 
Rights holder: Sasquatch Books  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Addie Boswell is a writer, artist, and muralist 
who lives in Portland, Oregon. Addie’s first book, 
The Rain Stomper (Two Lions 2008) won the 
2009 Oregon Spirit Award. She was also included 
in Oregon Reads Aloud, a 2017 collection of the 
state’s top authors and illustrators.  
AddieBoswell.com  
 
 
 
 

Alexander Mostov is an illustrator who takes 
pride in making playful, accessible pictures. His 
inspiration is drawn from plants, animals, and 
midcentury modern design. He lives in Seattle 
with lots of books and a mischievous little dog 
named Dziga. AlexanderMostov.com 

AddieBoswell.com
AlexanderMostov.com
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A sweet and funny story is about  
feeling different and embracing who we are  

 
CLIFFF THE FAILED TROLL: 
(Warning: There Be Pirates in This Book!)  
written by Barbara Davis-Pyles 
illustrated by Justin Hillgrove  
 

A fun and original story by Barbara Davis-Pyles, author of Grizzly 
Boy and Stubby the Fearless Squid, about a troll named Cliff who isn’t 
very good at sitting still or being a “proper” troll. He’d much rather be a 
pirate anyway! 
 
“Ahoy!” he shouts upon meeting other trolls, who then remind him that 
the proper troll hello is “Go away!” After a report card full of Fs in 
bridge building, stoney staring, and even goat gobbling (he’s a vegetari-
an!), Cliff sets off for pirate school. But are things different for him 
there? Aye, that they arrrre! 
 
This humorous story is about appreciating who we are and knowing 
there is a place where we fit in the world.  

Little Bigfoot/Sasquatch Books 
August 2020  
Hardcover  
32 pages  
 
Genre: Children’s picture book  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
Rights holder: Sasquatch Books  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Barbara Davis-Pyles, author of Grizzly Boy and  
Stubby the Fearless Squid, has written hundreds 
of fiction and non-fiction pieces for the children’s 
education market. In addition to her curriculum-
based work, she helped create A Day in the 
Meadow (with composer Frederick Frahm), a 
pipe organ demonstrator for children (Wayne 
Leupold Editions 2006). When Barbara’s not 
writing, she can be found hiking, biking, or pack-
ing for a road trip. She lives in the northwest cor-
ner of Washington State with her family.  
BarbaraDavisPyles.com 
 
Justin Hillgrove is a Pacific Northwest artist who 
loves painting monsters, robots, and other such 
nonsense, and has worked on everything from 
comics and toys to tabletop games. Justin lives in 
Snohomish, Washington with his wife, four kids, 
some chickens and ducks, a rabbit, and a dozen 
or so imaginary friends. ImpsandMonsters.com  

https://www.barbaradavispyles.com/
https://www.impsandmonsters.com/
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Uni the Unicorn for early readers!  

 
UNI THE UNICORN GOES TO SCHOOL  
an Amy Krouse Rosenthal book  
illustrations based on art by Brigette Barrager  
 

It’s the first day of school! Join Uni on this all-new adventure in the land 
of unicorns! Unicorns can fix things with their horns, and Uni wants to 
learn. But learning anything takes time, practice, and belief in yourself. 
And unicorn magic only works if you’re helping others. At first, Uni 
doesn’t have a very magical horn. Will Uni be able to fix a nest and help 
the birds? 
 
Uni the unicorn is a charming and relatable character! Fans of the pic-
ture books, as well as new Uni fans, will be excited to join this bigheart-
ed unicorn on an amazing journey.  
 
This early reader uses basic vocabulary and short sentences to tell a 
simple story. It’s perfect for children who recognize familiar words and 
can sound out new words with help.  
 

 
Also by Amy Krouse Rosenthal & Brigette Barrager  

 

“The throwback illustration style, ab-
sence of tech (save for a nightlight and 
record player), and emphasis on clinging 
to beliefs that the world dismisses as 
fantasy combine to create a story that 
encourages kids to stay kids as long as 
possible.” – Publishers Weekly  

 

Random House Books for 
Young Readers  
June 2020  
Paperback  
32 pages  
 
Genre: Children’s picture book  
 
Rights available:  
Translation (US publisher has world 
English rights)  
 
Previous foreign publishers: French 
Canada (Editions Scholastic Canada), 
Hungary (Betütészta), Israel (Sefer 
Lakol), Italy (Mondadori Ragazzi), Nor-
way (Aschehoug)  
 
 
Highlights: 
* #1 New York Times bestselling author.  
* New York Times bestselling series.  
 
 
Primary agent:  
Amy Rennert 
Amy Rennert Literary Agency  
 
Material: Available March 2020  
 
 
 

Amy Krouse Rosenthal was a New York Times best-
selling children’s author, filmmaker, and memoirist. 
She wrote many children’s books, including Little 
Pea, Duck! Rabbit, Bite-size Life Lessons, The Won-
der Book, and Uni the Unicorn. Her New York Times 
Modern Love piece titled “You May Want to Marry 
My Husband” went viral and has been optioned for 
film. Amy passed away from cancer March 2017. 
www.whoisamy.com  
 
 

Brigette Barrager is an artist, designer, and illustra-
tor and writer of children’s books. She graduated 
from CalArts with a BFA in Character Animation in 
2007, and then she spent some time at Pixar and 
Walt Disney Animation Studios before taking the 
plunge into freelance illustration where she’s lived 
happily ever after. She resides in Los Angeles with 
her handsome husband, cute dog, and terrible cat. 
http://brigetteb.blogspot.com  
 

http://www.whoisamy.com/
http://brigetteb.blogspot.com/
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Meet Gidget, a small but mighty pug who overcame a life-
threatening illness to become a world-champion surfing dog. 
Her story is told with beautiful, eye-catching photography that 

features adorable canines on and in the water  

 
GIDGET THE SURFING DOG:  
Catching Waves with a Small but Mighty Pug  
by Elizabeth Rusch  
 

This is the inspiring true story of Gidget, a world-champion surfing pug, 
who grew from a hyperactive handful of a pup to a poised and impres-
sive surfer whose efforts are devoted to charity. 
 
As she and her owner Alecia find their way through challenges including 
a life-threatening illness, Gidget’s story becomes not only about a dog 
learning to surf and compete in dog surfing competitions but also about 
making the most of the life you are given and giving back to your com-
munity. 
 
Gidget the Surfing Dog is filled with fun and informative science side-
bars that help kids understand how waves are formed, how to identify 
different types of waves, and other aspects of the science of surfing. 
The book also covers the problem of trash in the ocean—an issue that 
Gidget and Alecia work together to address.  
 
“Overall the book’s vibe is energetic and peppy, just like its protago-
nist.” – Kirkus  
 
 

 

Little Bigfoot/Sasquatch Books 
April 2020  
Hardcover  
48 pages  
 
Genre: Children’s picture book  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
 
Highlights: 
* Previous books by Elizabeth Rusch 
have been: 
— Junior Library Guild section.  
— Texas Topaz Nonfiction Gem. 
— New York Public Library Best Book. 
— Bank Street Best Book of the Year.  
— Winner Gelett Burgess Award for 
Biography. 
— AAAS Best Book of the Year. 
— Winner Eloise Jarvis McGraw Award 
for Children’s Literature.   
 
 
Rights holder: Sasquatch Books  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Elizabeth Rusch has published more than 100 
magazine articles for children and adults and 16 
award-winning books for young readers, includ-
ing Avalanche Dog Heroes: Piper and Friends 
Learn to Search the Snow; The Next Wave: The 
Quest to Harness the Power of the Oceans; The 
Mighty Mars Rovers; the graphic novel Muddy 
Max; and Electrical Wizard: How Nikola Tesla Lit 
Up the World. Her work has been honored by 
the Junior Library Guild, ALA, School Library 
Journal, Kirkus, the Subaru Prize, NBC News, the 

Oregon Book Award, Washington Reads, and the New York Public Li-
brary. Liz, her husband, their teen children, and their quirky dog Reba all 
enjoy playing in the waves on the Oregon Coast. 
www.elizabethrusch.com  

https://www.elizabethrusch.com/about
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Sasquatch and Lumberjack are back for another adventure! 
And so are their...families! Follow along on their Pacific North-

west adventures as the two friends and their two families 
merge their growing friendship to  
become one big and happy family  

 
THE SASQUATCH AND THE LUMBERJACK: FAMILY  
by Crix Sheridan  
 

A companion book to Crix Sheridan’s The Sasquatch and the Lumber-
jack, this visually engaging story continues to grow the relationship be-
tween these endearing characters as we meet their big and colorful 
families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Also by Crix Sheridan  

“Sheridan’s simple tale of friendship is also a love 
note to the great outdoors.” – Kirkus  
 

“Infused with lighthearted spirit thanks to the lum-
berjack’s wildly flyaway white whiskers and his fun 
loving companion’s severe underbite and goofy 
grin.” – Booklist  

 

Little Bigfoot/Sasquatch Books 
May 2020  
Hardcover  
22 pages  
 
Genre: Children’s picture book  
 
Rights available:  
British and translation  
 
 
Highlights: 
* Companion to The Sasquatch and the 
Lumberjack.  
 
 
Rights holder: Sasquatch Books  
 
Material: Available  
 
 
 

Crix Sheridan is a creator, illustrator, and de-
signer calling the great Pacific Northwest 
home. Born east of the Rockies and west of 
the island of Manhattan, Crix studied screen-
writing, film, philosophy, and art in school and 
at university. He took second prize in a one-act 
play contest while living abroad in Dublin dur-
ing his studies of theatre. After years traveling 
and trying his hand at various fields, he came 
back to study graphic design. His distinct visual 
style combines the energy of animation and 

the love of rich, detailed illustrations. In comics he has contributed to 
titles including Plants vs. Zombies and Yosagi Yojimbo. His own graphic 
novels include Motorcycle Samurai and the all-ages comic Spacebatand 
the Fugitives with Top Shelf. His latest work, The Trouble Makers, was 
developed with his niece and nephews about them as superheroes. He 
currently lives in Seattle with his wife and their two bikes.  
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4810 Pt. Fosdick Dr. PMB 34 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 USA  

858-254-7711 
tarynfagerness@outlook.com 

www.tarynfagernessagency.com  
 
Taryn Fagerness Agency was established in March 2009 and specializes in representing foreign rights on be-
half of over 20 North American literary agencies and publishers. Her current clients include the Andrea Brown 
Literary Agency, Marsal Lyon Literary Agency, Martin Literary Management, P.S. Literary, Bradford Literary 
Agency, Pen & Ink Literary Agency, Rees Literary Agency, Wolfson Literary Agency, Full Circle Literary, Solow 
Literary Enterprises, Creative Media Agency, Inc., Amy Rennert Literary Agency, CSG Literary Partners, MDM 
Management, Dunham Literary, Inc., Handspun Literary Agency, Emerald City Literary Agency, Fire Brand, Liza 
Royce Agency, Patagonia Books, and Sasquatch Books.  
 
 

Taryn Fagerness Agency is proud  
to work with the following co-agents:  

 
British – Abner Stein Agency  
Germany – Agence Hoffman 

Spain/Brazil/Portugal/Latin America – Sandra Bruna Agencia Literaria 
France – La Nouvelle Agency 

Israel – The Book Publishers Association of Israel  
Italy – The Italian Literary Agence  

The Netherlands/Scandinavia – Mo Literary Services 
Poland – Graal Literary Agency 

Russia/Baltic States – Synopsis Literary Agency 
Greece – Read ‘n’ Right Agency 
Hungary – Lex Copyright Office  

Czech/Slovakia – Kristin Olson Literary Agency  
Bulgaria/Macedonia – Anthea  

Romania/Croatia/Slovenia/Serbia/Montenegro/Bosnia/Herzegovina/Albania – Jill Hughes Foreign Rights 
Turkey – Onk Agency 

Japan – English Agency of Japan 
China/Taiwan – Bardon-Chinese Media Agency 

Korea – Eric Yang Agency 
Thailand/Vietnam – Arika Interrights 
Indonesia – Maxima Creative Agency  


